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Notes 


Much of the information in Pioneer Faith 
is from the minutes or original records of the 
churches and associations. Most of this infor- 
mation is not footnoted. The source will be the 
minute of the organization for the year under 
consideration. These records are on micro-film 
at the Arkansas History Commission. 


The histories of the churches were sup- 
plied by the respective churches. Although the re- 
ports were edited for space and consistency, the 
reports were assumed to be accurate. 


Unless otherwise stated, all references to 
counties and cities in other states are indicated. 
Those not so designated are counties and cities 
located in Arkansas. 


Some variation will be noted in the 
spellings of proper names and churches, espe- 
cially initials. It appeared there was no practical 
way to deal with these inconsistencies. 


The Committee regrets any errors con- 
tained in Pioneer Faith. We will attempt to cor- 
rect any errors in future editions. 


Copies of Pioneer Faith may be purchased 
from: 


History and Archives Committee 
Second Baptist Church 
210 West Mill Street 
Malvern, AR 72104 
or 
Baptist Book Store 
4605 North State Line Ave. 
Texarkana, AR-TX 75504 
Phone 1-800-264-2482 


I. Arkansas Roots 


Arkansas Baptist roots primarily extend backward to Kentucky, Alabama, and Tennessee, and 
then ultimately to Virginia and Pennsylvania. It was in the Philadelphia area that most of the Welsh 
Baptist immigrants settled. Some British Baptists also settled in the area. It is from these two sources 
that our attempt to trace Arkansas' roots originates. This section will concentrate on the Kentucky con- 
nection. The following section will develop the Tennessee and Alabama connections. 


Historical evidence documents an early 
existence of Baptist Churches and Baptist prin- 
ciples in Wales. 

David Benedict observed, "Our English 
and Welsh brethren seem inclined to think that 
Baptist principles lived in this country through 
all the dark ages of popery, although they do not 
pretend that those who maintained them re- 
mained in a congregated state... We know that 
Wales, for a long time, has been a nursery of Bap- 
tists. Multitudes have emigrated to this country 
from that principality, and many of the Ameri- 
can churches were founded either wholly or in 
part by these emigrants."! 

In History of The Welsh Baptists, J. Davis 
noted the connection between Wales and Rome 
during the first century. He also cited the state- 
ment from Acts 28:30 concerning Claudia and 
Prudence, who were from Wales. Davis cited a 
source indicating that Faganus and Damicnus, 
two eminent ministers of the gospel, "were sent 
from Rome to assist their brethren in Wales" in 
AD 180. Also, that year, Lucius, the Welsh King, 
was baptized as a Christian. 

After citing some of the early Baptist ac- 
tivity in Wales, David Benedict wrote, "All the 
Baptists in Wales, who rejected St. Austin's com- 
mission, were terribly harassed, and most of 
them destroyed about the year 600, by the army of 
Saxons, which the sanguinary saint procured to 
carry war and wretchedness among them." 

Davis also noted Austin's attempt to 
Christianize (?) England and Wales. He stated, "At 
this period the Welsh were not ignorant pagans 
like the Saxons, but they were intelligent, well- 
informed Christians. It is true, they had no na- 
tional religion; they had no connected church 
and state together; for they believed that the 
kingdom of Christ is not of this world." 

After placing his proposition of infant 
baptism before the Welsh ministers, Austin was 
immediately answered "that they would keep this 
ordinance, as well as other things, as they had re- 
ceived them from the apostolic age." Davis con- 
tinued, "On hearing this, Austin was exceedingly 
wroth, and persuaded the Saxons to murder one 
thousand and two hundred of the Welsh minis- 
ters and delegates, there present; and many more 
afterwards were put to death, because they would 
not submit to infant baptism." 

Thus, we have good evidence that Chris- 
tians who were also Baptists existed in some 
form in Wales from the first century. After the 


restoration of Charles II to the British throne in 
1660, "fearful persecutions" were experienced by 
the Baptist Churches in Wales. 

David Spencer wrote, "So great was the 
hostility of the public authorities that the Bap- 
tists were not permitted to bury their dead in the 
graveyards." They petitioned the King for protec- 
tion, which was disregarded. The persecutions 
from 1660 to 1668 were most bitter. 

Spencer continued, "During all this time 
the annual meetings of the Baptist Association 
were not held, but the opening of Pennsylvania 
was a source of hope to these distressed children 
of God, and two years before the persecution in 
Wales ended, by reason of its bitterness, several 
members of the Baptist Church of Dolau, with 
their families, sailed for America. Arriving in 
Philadelphia in 1686, they settled on the banks 
of the Pennypack Creek. These, with others, sub- 
sequently constituted the Pennypack, now Lower 
Dublin Baptist Church, of this city. It's ancient 
records state: 

"By the good providence of God, there 
came certain persons out of Radnorshire in 
Wales, and over into this province of Pennsylva- 
nia, and settled in the township of Dublin, in the 
county of Philadelphia, viz.: John Eatton, George 
Eatton, and Jane, his wife, Samuel Jones and 
Sarah Eatton, who had been baptized upon con- 
fession of faith and received into the communion 
of the church of Christ, meeting in the parishes of 
Llandewi and Nantmel, in Radnorshire, Henry 
Gregory being chief pastor. Also John Baker, who 
had been baptized, and a member of a congrega- 
tion of baptized believers in Kilkenny, in Ireland, 
Christopher Blackwell, pastor, was, by the provi- 
dence of God, settled in the township aforesaid.'"4 

Since Pennsylvania was a Quaker colony, 
religious tolerance was permitted, as contrasted 
with the other original colonies, which were es- 
tablished by church groups, which continued the 
church-state relationship. Of course, Rhode Is- 
land was an exception. 

Therefore, during the period from 1660- 
1710 hundreds of Baptists migrated from Welsh 
churches to America, primarily Pennsylvania. 
As a result, by the Revolutionary War, as many as 
200 Baptist congregations existed in Pennsylva- 
nia. 


1. Pennepek 
The first Baptist Church established in 
the Mid-Atlantic Colonies was the Pennepek 
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Church, organized in January, 1687. This church 
was also known as Lower Dublin, from the area, 
which was north of Philadelphia. This Church 
was organized with fourteen members.° Ben- 
jamin Keach, son of the famous British pastor, 
Elias Keach was the first pastor. 

The church records state: "Sometime af- 
ter, about the 11th month (January, 1687-8), by 
the advice of Elias Keach and with the aforesaid 
baptized persons’ consent, a day was set apart to 
seek God by fasting and prayer, in order to form 
ourselves into a church state. Whereupon Elias 
Keach was accepted and received for our pastor, 
and we sat down in communion at the Lord's 
table. Also at the same time Samuel Vaus was 
chosen, and by Elias Keach, with laying on of 
hands, was ordained to be a deacon."® 

This church was successful, and soon had 
congregations at Philadelphia, Trenton, Piscat- 
away, Cohansey and Chester. Within a few years 
these congregations organized into separate 
churches. However, they held joint meetings for 
fellowship, and uniformity of doctrine and prac- 
lice; 

Spencer explained, "Mr. Keach extended 
his ministerial labors into New Jersey, to Tren- 
ton, Burlington, Middletown, Cohansey and 
Salem. He frequently preached in Philadelphia, 
Chester, and other places. At that time all the 
Baptists of Philadelphia and New Jersey were re- 
garded as general members of this church. 

Morgan Edwards explained: "They were 
all one church, and Pennepeck the centre of 
union, where as many as could, met to celebrate 
the memorials of Christ's death; and for the sake 
of distant members they administered the ordi- 
nance quarterly at Burlington, Cohansey, 
Chester and Philadelphia; which quarterly meet- 
ings have since transformed into three yearly 
meetings and an association."” 

Spencer stated: "Dr. Benedict well says of 
Mr. Keach, 'that he may be considered as the chief 
apostle among the Baptists in these parts of 
America.’ Visiting these numerous places in that 
day necessitated his absence from Lower Dublin 
frequently, but the little band of disciples kept up 
each week 'meetings for Conference,’ wherein 'ev- 
ery brother might have opportunity to exercise 
what gifts God had been pleased to bestow on 
them for the edification of one another.’ In this 
way brethren gifted in prayer and exhortation 
were brought out, and the church enabled always 
to have within her own fold those upon whom she 
could depend in the absence of her pastor." 

Spencer concluded, "Differences arose in 
the church relative to laying on of hands after 
baptism, and upon other matters of doctrine and 
practice, so that in 1689 Mr. Keach resigned the 
pastorate and devoted himself to preaching the 
gospel in various parts of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey." 

Eld. John Watts became pastor of the 
church on December 10, 1690, and continued un- 


til his death on August 27, 1702. He was baptized 
by Mr. Keach on November 21, 1687, and was a 
member of the church prior to becoming pastor. 
Mr. Elias Keach left the area in the spring of 1692 
and returned with his family to England.9 


2. Pistataqua (New Jersey) 

"About the year 1686, Mr. Thomas 
Killingsworth first planted or settled this church, 
and preached the gospel to them a considerable 
time.!9 After his removal, the church had the or- 
dinances of the gospel administered among them 
until the year 1715; about which time Mr. Drake 
was ordained, and he continued to preach and to 
administer the ordinances until about the year 
W297 20: 

"Their number, when first settled, was no 
more than six persons, and continued very small 
for a space of twenty years, and then began to in- 
crease, and came to be about twenty in number, 
and is since increased to upwards of one hun- 
dred." This account was furnished by Mr. Ben- 
jamin Stelle, who became pastor about 1731.!! 


3. Middletown (New Jersey) 

"in the year 1687;*when’ the church’ of 
Lower Dublin did incorporate, it is recorded that 
the brethren there did advise the brethren at 
Middleton to incorporate likewise; and it is re- 
membered that James Aston and James Brown 
were teaching elders among them, at first plant- 
ing; and about the year 1690, Mr. Elias Keach 
lived one year amongst them, and preached to 
them: Mr. Thomas Killingsworth also visited 
them.!2 In times following, there happened a 
grievous contention, and thereupon a division, 
among them of Middletown; and in the year 1712, 
other churches sent to assist them several minis- 
ters and messengers,..." Among these was Abel 
Morgan. !3 


4. Cohansie (New Jersey) 

"The church of baptized believers at Co- 
hansie was first planted and settled by Mr. 
Thomas Killingsworth, about the year 1690,!4 (as 
may be gathered from a paragraph in Pennepek 
Church Book), who labored in the work of the 
ministry at Cohansie, Salem, and Penn's Neck, 
till he departed this life, which was in the year 
1709; before which time, Mr. Timothy Brooks, 
from New England, being in those parts, and had 
kept a separate meeting, on account of some dif- 
ference between them in some points. After Mr. 
Killingsworth's decease, they united, and Mr. 
Brooks became their minister,..."15 


5. Welsh Tract (Delaware) 

The other charter member of the 
Philadelphia Association was the Welsh Tract 
Church. This church was organized in Wales, and 
its members emigrated to America "in church or- 
der" with Thomas Griffith as pastor. 
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The Philadelphia Assoc. Minute reported, 
"This church was constituted in Pembrokeshire, 
in South Wales, in the year 1701, at which time 
the first members of this church were about to 
come over into Pennsylvania; they then, by the 
advice and counsel of the churches they came 
from, in Pembrokeshire and Carmathenshire, 
entered into a church covenant, and state their 
number was sixteen persons; and among them 
was the Rev. Mr. Thomas Griffith, to be their 
minister. After their arrival in this country, they 
lived, near two years, near Pennepek and the 
parts adjacent; keeping together and meeting, as 
they were a distinct church, and had a consider- 
able addition to their number. In the year 1708, 
they removed and settled at the Welsh Tract 
aforesaid, and continued successful: and the said 
Mr. Griffith continued with them until he died, 
which was on the 25th of August, Anno Domini 
PF2555.55 

"This church appears to be very regular in 
its first settlement, and hath been the best sup- 
plied with ministers of any church belonging to 
this Association."!® 

They were received and met with the con- 
gregations at Pennepek and Philadelphia. How- 
ever, "the question of laying on of hands caused 
sharp disputes between them and the Welsh Emi- 
grant Church, which settled near Pennepek in 
1701." They remained at Pennepek for about 18 
months, then purchased 30,000 acres in 
Delaware known as "the Welsh Tract." For sev- 
eral decades the Welsh Tract Church was pastored 
by men from Wales. After settling in Delaware 
"in a few years they became numerous, many 
were added to them from different churches in 
Wales, and large additions yearly, by personal 
profession before the church."!7 

About 1736 members from the Welsh 
Tract Church moved to the Peedee River area of 
South Carolina, and organized the Welsh Neck 
Church in 1738. According to reliable sources, 
many other churches were established from the 
Welsh Neck Church.!8 This church joined the 
Charleston Church and two others in organizing 
the Charleston Association, the second in Amer- 
ica, in 1751. 

In 1795 the Welsh Tract Church joined 
several other congregations in forming the 
Delaware Baptist Association. By 1835 the 
Delaware Baptist Association ended its corre- 
spondence with the Philadelphia Baptist Associ- 
ation, and corresponded only with Primitive or 
"Old School" Associations.!9 The church is still 
in existence at the same location. 


Philadelphia Church 
According to Benedict (I, p. 585), the 
Philadelphia Church was first organized as a 
separate congregation in 1698. However, most 
sources, such as the Philadelphia Association, 
cite a later date: 


"Philadelphia and Pennepek, or Lower 
Dublin, having continued one church from the 
first settlement thereof, though they had their re- 
spective places of meeting, they held their respec- 
tive times of communion in the town and the 
country, their minister, Mr. Jenkin Jones, ad- 
ministering the ordinances of baptism and the 
Lord's supper, in both the city and the country, 
every month." 

It should be noted that although separate 
meetings were held in Philadelphia, the 
Philadelphia congregation was considered as 
part of the Lower Dublin Church. 

It was not until May 15, 1746 to settle the 
question of legacies bestowed on the Philadel- 
phia congregation that they were formally con- 
stituted into a church. The Philadelphia Congre- 
gation petitioned the Pennepek Church on April 
5, and the church responded on May 3. The 
Philadelphia Church messengers were received at 
the next session of the Association. 

The minutes reported, "In April, Anno 
Domini 1746, the members residing in the city of 
Philadelphia did make their request to their 
brethren at Pennepek, as being of the two the el- 
der branch, for a dismission, in order to be set- 
tled a distinct church by themselves; which was 
accordingly granted; and pursuant thereunto, the 
dismissed members did appoint the 15th day of 
May, in the said year of our Lord 1746, to meet 
and settle themselves in church order; and being 
accompanied by some brethren from Pennepek, 
they did in a solemn manner enter into church 
covenant, and united, as is usual on the like 
solemn occasions. Mr. Jenkin Jones being one of 
the number dismissed from Pennepek, and now a 
member of the church settled at Philadelphia, 
was called to exercise the ministerial functions 
among them."29 

In 1706 the Welsh Tract Church met with 
the congregations at Philadelphia and Pennepek 
"in order to try at union." The resulting accom- 
modation to diverse views enabled fellowship be- 
tween the Pennepek and Welsh Tract Church, and 
eventually the Philadelphia Association in 1707, 
the first association in America. 


Philadelphia Baptist Association 

Therefore, the Philadelphia Baptist As- 
sociation originated under the auspices of the 
Pennepek Church. The charter churches forming 
the Association were: Pennepek, Welsh Tract, 
Middletown, Piscataqua, and Cohansey. 

Dr. John T. Christian wrote: "The influ- 
ence of the Philadelphia Association in shaping 
Baptist modes of thinking and working has been 
greater than any other body in existence." 

David Benedict wrote, "It began with five 
churches, but in process of time became a numer- 
ous body, and for many years extended from Ke- 
tockton in Virginia to Northeast-town in New 
York, a distance of about 400 miles. From it orig- 
inated the Ketockton, Baltimore, and Delaware 
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Associations on the south; on the north, those of 
New York, Warwick, and New Jersey. Its minis- 
ters were sent for, and traveled to assist in regu- 
lating churches in trouble, in the lower parts of 
Virginia and even to the Carolinas. Its influence 
was exerted with good effect among the turbulent 
churchmen of Virginia, and also among the flee- 
ing Pedobaptists of New England. It being the old- 
est institution of the kind in America, was 
looked up to as a pattern of imitation by those 
which succeeded, and by it were given rules, and 
even doctrine, to many and indeed most of the 
first Associations in the southern and western 
States."21 

In his sermon at the 100th session of the 
Association, Dr. Samuel Jones gave the genesis of 
the Association: 

"This association originated in what they 
called general, and sometimes yearly meetings. 
These meetings were instituted so early as 1688, 
and met alternately in May and September, at 
Lower Dublin, Philadelphia, Salem, Cohansie, 
Chester and Burlington; at which places there 
were members though no church or churches 
constituted, except Lower Dublin and Cohansie. 
At these meetings their labor was chiefly con- 
fined to the ministry of the word, and the admin- 
istration of Gospel ordinances. But in the year 
1707 they seem to have taken more properly the 
form of an Association; for then they had dele- 
gates from several churches, and attended to 
their general concerns. We, therefore, date our be- 
ginning as an association from that time; though 
we might, with but little impropriety, extend it 
back some years. They were at this time but a fee- 
ble band, though a band of faithful brothers, con- 
sisting of but five churches." 

In 1742 the Association adopted the 
Philadelphia Confession of faith. This confes- 
sion was based on the London Confession of 
1689, and also Keach's Confession and Cate- 
chism. The English Churches adhering to this 
confession, were termed as Regular Baptists. 
Thus, the Philadelphia Association churches 
were also known as Regular Baptists. The 
Philadelphia Association added "a short treatise 
on Church Discipline; an article concerning the 
singing of psalms in the worship of God, and one 
advocating the laying on of hands upon baptized 
believers. This confession was printed by Ben- 
jamin Franklin in 1743.22 

Thus the strong influence of the Welsh 
Tract Church was predominant in securing the 
statements on the use of psalms and the imposi- 
tion of hands. 

Another strong influence in the Associa- 
tion was Eld. Morgan Edwards, who came from 
England to pastor the Philadelphia Church on 
May 23, 1761. 

Morgan Edwards was born in Wales and 
pastored in Boston, England for seven years, 
Cork, Ireland for nine years, and then back to 
Rye, England. 


Spencer wrote, "Morgan Edwards at once 
took a prominent position, because of his talents, 
energy, and piety. Accordingly, at the meeting of 
the Association, succeeding his arrival, he was 
placed in a position of prominence, trust and 
work. He was ‘appointed to take charge of the 
book or records, and insert therein the minutes' 
of that body,... He was also appointed one of the 
Librarians of the Association, and of the corre- 
spondence with the Baptists in 'London and else- 
where'." 

"The effect of the presence of Morgan Ed- 
wards is seen in the improved value of the min- 
utes of the Association for that year. For the first 
time is given, in 1761, a table of statistics of the 
churches, collected and arranged by him."23 At 
the 1794 meeting of the Association, just before 
his death, Morgan Edwards presented a bound 
copy of the minutes of the Association from the 
beginning through 1793. 

Morgan Edwards is perhaps best known 
for his extensive travels throughout several 
states, and the detailed information concerning 
the churches, church buildings, pastors, and as- 
sociations. Benedict drew much of his informa- 
tion on churches and associations in the Mid-At- 
lantic region from Edward's history. 

One particular query presented to the 
1784 meeting of the Philadelphia Association 
may be of interest: 

"What measure ought to be taken with a 
sister church who holds and actually admits un- 
baptized persons to the Lord's supper? We ob- 
serve, that such a church may and ought in the 
first instance, to be written to by a sister church, 
exhorting them to desist from such a practice, 
and to keep the ordinances as they were delivered 
to them in the word of God."24 


Other Early Associations 

The second Baptist Association in Amer- 
ica was the Charleston Association, organized on 
October 21, 1751, by four churches. The first 
church in Charleston, SC was organized some- 
time between 1695-1700. 

It was not until 1767 that the first Baptist 
Association, the Warren Association in Rhode Is- 
land, was organized in the New England area. It 
should be noted this Association organized as a 
result of encouragement by brethren from the 
Philadelphia Association. 

The Philadelphia Minutes recorded: 

"Accordingly, Rev. Samuel Jones was or- 
dered to write to the Association to be held at 
Warren,... and Revs. John Gano, Samuel Jones, 
and Morgan Edwards appointed to meet with 
them as delegates from us." 

The actual meeting was held beginning 
September 8, 1767. Rev. John Gano preached the 
Ta OA eLOm Sermon and also served as Modera- 
tor. 


I. Arkansas Roots-Kentucky 9 


David Benedict reported, "This body was 
formed in the place from which it took its name 
in 1767, at which time three ministers from the 
Philadelphia Association came on with a letter 
to encourage the measure. Only four churches at 
first associated, viz. Warren, Haverhill, Belling- 
ham, and the second in Middleborough. The dele- 
gates from six other churches were present, but 
they did not feel themselves ready to proceed in 
the undertaking." 

Benedict continued, "...it was some time 
before the Providence church, which is now the 
oldest and largest in it, could be brought into its 
measures. The doctrine of the laying-on-of- 
hands was probably the principal cause of the de- 
lay." Benedict did not mention the Newport 
Church in connection with the Warren Assoc.26 

Although the controversy over which was 
the first Baptist church in Rhode Island, and con- 
sequently America, has received considerable at- 
tention, churches from the New England area had 
only marginal effect on Baptists in Pennsylva- 
nia, New Jersey, and therefore, little effect upon 
Baptists in Arkansas. 

Another Association important in our 
history is the Sandy Creek Association, the first 
Separate Baptist Association. This Association 
was established in 1758 in the Gulliford Co. area 
of North Carolina. From this Association, the 
Holston Association was established in Ten- 
nessee in 1781. More detail will be given on this 
Association in the next section. 

The first permanent church in Virginia 
was the Ketocton Church, organized in 1756. One 
year later Mill Creek and Smith and Lynnville's 
Creek joined in a "yearly meeting.” The latter 
church was made up of settlers from within the 
Philadelphia Association. 

These three churches became members of 
the Philadelphia Association. They were dis- 
missed in 1765 and formed the Ketocton Associa- 
tion in 1766. From their mother association, 
they adopted the Philadelphia Confession of 
Faith. Therefore, it should be noted that the first 
churches in Pennsylvania and Virginia held 
Calvinistic views. 

Virginia was established as an English 
colony, with the Church of England as the estab- 
lished or state church. Although the "Bill of 
Rights" was ratified in 1791, the hold of the 
Church of England was not broken and religious 
liberty enjoyed in Virginia until well into the 
1800's. 

As a result, Baptist preachers were im- 
prisoned simply for preaching in forbidden ar- 
eas, or preaching more often than permitted. 
Marriages performed by the Baptists were not 
recognized, and they were forbidden burial in the 
regular cemeteries. 

Despite these conditions, Baptist 
churches flourished in Virginia. By 1810 seven- 
teen Baptist Associations, both Regular and Sep- 
arate Baptists existed in Virginia.?” 


The Centennial Observance of the 
Philadelphia Association listed 79 churches that 
were or had been members of the Association. 
Those of interest to our study were: 

1. Lower Dublin, Philadelphia Co., PA, 
WOT 

2. Middletown, Monmouth Co., NJ, 1707 

3. Piscataway, Middlesex Co., NJ, 1707 

4. Cohansey, Cumberland Co., NJ, 1707 

5. Welsh Tract, New Castle Co., DE, 1707 

14. Philadelphia, Philadelphia Co., PA, 
admitted 1746 

21. Ketockton, Loudon Co., VA, admitted 
1754 

22. Opekon, Frederick Co., VA, admitted 
1754 

29. Smith's Creek, Frederick Co., VA, ad- 
mitted 1761 


Churches Established in Kentucky 

David Benedict (I, p. 228) stated, "A flood 
of Baptist immigrants, mostly from Virginia 
poured into this country [Kentucky] at the close of 
the American War, and by then a considerable 
number of churches were soon established and as 
early as 1785, three Associations were orga- 
nized....". Much of the migration may be at- 
tributed to the religious persecution experienced 
in Virginia. 

In the preceding paragraph Benedict 
wrote, "About 1781, some Baptist preachers and 
many Baptist members began to settle in Ken- 
tucky. From that period the emigration became 
very rapid, so that by the year 1786, the following 
ministers, viz. Lewis Craig, Joseph Bledsoe, 
George S. Smith, Richard Cave, James Smith, 
James Rucker, Robert Elkin, John Taylor, 
William Taylor, John Tanner, John Bailey, 
Joseph Craig, Ambrose Dudley, and probably 
some others, had taken up their residence in dif- 
ferent parts of the Kentucky woods..." 

The first churches established in Ken- 
tucky were the Severns Valley Church in Hardin 
County28 and the Cedar Creek Church in Nelson 
Co. The Severns Valley Church was organized on 
June 18, 1781 by John Gerrard, with the aid of 
John Whitaker and Joseph Barnett. Later Ger- 
rard assisted in the organization of Cedar Creek 
Church, of which Barnett became pastor, on July 
4 of the same year. According to Spencer (p. 16), 
Barnett came from Virginia where he had been 
active in building up the Regular Baptist 
Churches of which the Ketocton Association was 
formed. 


Spencer reported (p. 23) the Severns Val- 
ley Church "sent out colonies to form the follow- 
ing churches: Nolin, Middle Creek, Rudes Creek, 
Youngers Creek, Mill Creek, Mt. Zion, Gilead and 
perhaps others...so, that old Severns Valley is the 
mother of a multitude."29 
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The third church organized in Kentucky 
was Gilberts Creek Church. Spencer stated (p. 25), 
"Its history is one of thrilling interest, and must 
be traced from its origin in Virginia, where it was 
born amid the throes of a relentless persecution." 

The Craig family was important to Bap- 
tists both in Virginia and in Kentucky. The Upper 
Spotsylvania or "Craig's Church" was organized 
in 1767 as a Separate Baptist Church by James 
Read and Samuel Harriss, from the Sandy Creek 
Association [Separate Baptists] in North 
Carolina. In 1781 Pastor Lewis Craig and ap- 
proximately 200 members migrated to Ken- 
tucky.30 

It should be noted that the Pendletons 
also had their origin in Spotsylvania Co., VA. It 
was here that those influenced by the Separate 
Baptists were referred to as "Armenians," because 
of their belief in "whosoever will" in contrast to 
the view of the Regular Baptists of unconditional 
election. 

In summarizing the establishment of 
other early churches in Kentucky, most of the set- 
tlers and preachers were from Virginia. Much of 
this migration may be attributed to religious per- 
secution which had prevailed in Virginia for 
many years. Therefore, many from Virginia mi- 
grated to Kentucky, and yet others traveled south- 
ward into the Carolinas and even Georgia, which 
had long been a refuge for those seeking religious 
toleration. 

By 1785 the Elkhorn and Salem Regular 
Baptist Associations, and the South Kentucky 
Association of Separate Baptists were estab- 
lished in Kentucky. 

Elder Joseph Barnett preached the intro- 
ductory sermon for the formation of the Salem 
Association, at Cox's Creek?! in Nelson Co., Oc- 
tober 31, 1785. This first Kentucky Association 
was made up of the Severns Valley, Cedar Creek, 
Bear Grass (organized January, 1784) and Cox's 
Creek Church (organized April, 1785). Other early 
ministers were Benjamin Lynn, who came from 
Virginia in 1870. He raised up the South Fork 
Church in 1782 and Pottengers Creek Church in 
1785. James Skaggs also came from Virginia, and 
assisted Benjamin Lynn in his labors. Spencer 
stated (p. 18) that by 1780 there were six preach- 
ers in Kentucky: William Marshall, Benjamin 
Lynn and James Skaggs, who were Separate Bap- 
tists, and Joseph Barnett, John Whitaker, and 
John Gerrard, who were regular Baptists. 


United Baptists 

The Regular Baptists, beginning with the 
Philadelphia Confession of 1707 in Pennsylva- 
nia, and continuing in Virginia and on into Ken- 
tucky were distinguished by the strongly Calvin- 
istic view of salvation, which included the con- 
cept of limited atonement. Yet, they were strongly 
missionary and generally favored preaching in 
destitute areas for the purpose of establishing 
churches. 


By contrast the Separate Baptists origi- 
nated in the New England area, where they were 
first known as "new lights." They were opposed to 
infant baptism and baptismal regeneration; they 
insisted on regeneration before Baptism, and re- 
fused to set-forth confessions of faith. 

David Benedict wrote, "About 1740, a very 
powerful work of grace began in New England... 
This work commenced under the ministry of that 
honoured servant of God, the famous George 
Whitefield... Multitudes were awakened by this 
means and brought to bow to the scepter of Im- 
manuel... 

"| .their views were highly evangelical, 
and their maxims of gospel discipline were gen- 
erally clear and consistent. They permitted all to 
exhort, who had gifts to edify their brethren; they 
ordained ministers of those who were instructed 
in the mysteries of the kingdom, whether they 
were learned or not. They took the Bible alone for 
their guide, and of course, Baptist principles soon 
prevailed among them."32 

Efforts began rather early to effect a 
union between the Regular and Separate churches 
and associations in Kentucky. By 1793 three un- 
successful efforts had been made. The primary 
points of resistance were the Separate Baptist's 
refusal to adopt a confession of faith, and the 
Regular [Particular] Baptist's belief of "limited 
atonement." 

On November 23, 1793, four churches met 
and organized another association, to be known 
as Tates Creek, which was the first Association 
in Kentucky to be styled as "United Baptists." 
Spencer stated (I, p. 277), "This was done in the 
imitation of the Baptists of Virginia, who had 
happily united and assumed this title, six years 
before." It was in this Association that the White 
Oak Baptist Church, to be noted below, partici- 
pated from its organization until 1809. 

The Tate's Creek Church was gathered by 
Andrew Tribble in 1786. Andrew Tribble had 
served as a messenger to the first meeting of the 
General Association in Virginia in 1771. He later 
accepted the pastoral care of a church in Alber- 
marle Co., which was attended frequently by 
Thomas Jefferson. It has been asserted that Jef- 
ferson conceived the idea for some features he 
was influential in establishing within the U. S. 
Constitution while observing the business meet- 
ings of this Baptist Church, pastored by Andrew 
Tribble. 

Andrew Tribble moved to Kentucky in 
1783, and in 1786 led in the organization of 
Tate's Creek Church. By 1790 the church enjoyed 
a membership of 200, and continued to prosper 
for many years.33 

After two unsuccessful attempts, in the 
midst of a revival spirit in 1801 the Elkhorn Reg- 
ular and South Kentucky Separate associations 
chose representatives to a meeting which was 
held in October, 1801. This joint conference was 
held at the Old Providence Meeting House in 
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Clark Co. The Elkhorn Association appointed 
David Barrow, Ambrose Dudley, John Prince, 
William Payne and Joseph Redding to visit the 
South Kentucky Association (Regular Baptists). 
That Association appointed Robert Elkin, Daniel 
Ramey, Thomas J. Chilton, Samuel Johnson and 
Moses Bledsoe to confer with the delegates from 
the Elkhorn. After much deliberation, the joint- 
committees agreed on terms they deemed would 
be suitable to the churches of both associations. 

Out of this meeting came the document, 
"Terms of Union," which listed eleven doctrinal 
statements. Spencer summarized, (I, p. 545-547): 
"The terms of union were unanimously approved 
by the convention, and were recommended to the 
churches for their adoption. It appears to have 
met with no opposition, from any quarter. The 
agreement was entered into only between 
Elkhorn and South Kentucky Associations... but 
it was speedily accepted by all the Baptists in the 
State. The distinguishing appellatives 'Regular' 
and ‘Separate’ were dropped, and all the Baptists 
in Kentucky took the name of United Baptists." In 
the document referred to as "Terms of Union," 
eleven doctrinal statements were included. Of 
special note, and at the heart of the problem was 
Statement 9, "And that the preaching Christ 
tasted death for every man, shall be no bar to 
communion." 

As will be seen in the South Cumberland 
and Red River Associations in Kentucky, this 
doctrine proved to be divisive. The "hard-shell" 
movement actually became organized as a sepa- 
rate movement in Kentucky when Daniel Parker 
publicized his "two-seeds-in the spirit" doctrine 
in 1826. It should also be noted that the Bethel 
Association in Missouri, which was responsible 
for establishing Salem Church, the first Baptist 
Church in Arkansas Territory, became "hard- 
shell" after 1825. There is good evidence the 
"hard-shell" doctrine was responsible for causing 
the demise of the Spring River Association in 
Arkansas by 1840. 

As early as 1813 a "General Meeting of 
Correspondence" was proposed for all the 
churches of the State. In 1831 the idea was re- 
vived and a meeting was set for Frankfort on De- 
cember 11. This finally resulted in the formation 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, held at Lex- 
ington, beginning May 25, 1833. After approxi- 
mately three annual meetings, the idea of a State 
Convention was temporarily abandoned. 

However, an idea first proposed in 1813 
was revived, and a meeting was held at Louisville 
on October 20, 1837 for the purpose of organizing 
a General Association of Baptists in Kentucky. 
Elder George Waller was appointed chairman and 
Brethren John L. Waller and James M. Pendle- 
ton, secretaries pro tempore. James M. Pendle- 
ton, who was pastor of the church in Bowling 
Green, should be remembered as aligning with 
Dr. J. R. Graves in seeking to re-establish Baptist 
"Landmarks." In the permanent organization, 


James M. Pendleton was named to a ten-member 
Board of Managers. Spencer reported (I, p. 671), 
"immediately following the organization of the 
General Association ... the most extensive reli- 
gious awakening that had occurred in Kentucky 
since the great revival of 1800-1803" was experi- 
enced. 


Pulaski Co. (Somerset, KY) 

There is good evidence the White Oak 
Baptist Church, Nancy, KY is the oldest church in 
the American Baptist Association. Pastor James 
Floyd wrote, "There are church history records34 
which indicate the church began to meet in the 
year 1790 either as a church or as a mission. The 
church minutes state: 'Be it known that on the 18 
day of July, 1801, on the waters of White Oak 
Creek, Pulaski Co., KY, there was constituted a 
United Baptist Church...on the number of 35 
members, Thomas Hill, Minister.’ This was the 
same year the United Baptists of Kentucky were 
organized. The church was either organized as a 
church or became organized into a United Baptist 
Church in the year 1801." 

J. H. Spencer stated that Flat Lick Church, 
organized on the fourth Saturday in January, 
1799, was the oldest church in Pulaski Co. This 
church was located 10 miles northeast of Somer- 
set. Spencer also noted the Flat Lick Church in- 
creased from 21 to 106 members during 1801. He 
commented, (I, p. 415), "But in consequence of its 
sending out colonies to form other churches in 
the surrounding county, it was reduced to forty- 
seven members in 1806." 

Three of the charter members of Flat Lick 
were preachers. Little is known of James Fears, 
who was chosen the first pastor, or of Steven Col- 
lier, the second pastor. However, the third pastor, 
Joseph Martin James, was the son of John 
James, who participated in the organization of 
the church. This family was from Culpepper Co., 
VA, and came to Pulaski Co. in 1798. Joseph M. 
James was saved about 1802, and soon after that 
time was ordained into the ministry. Spencer re- 
ported (I, p. 416), "He became pastor of Somerset 
(formerly Sinking Creek), New Hope, Rock Lick, 
Mt. Olive, and, at a later period Flat Lick 
churches. For a number of years he was probably 
the ablest preacher in Cumberland River Associ- 
ation." 

The Somerset Church, originally known 
as Sinking Creek, was the second church orga- 
nized in Pulaski Co. According to Spencer (lI, p. 
418), this church was organized June 8, 1799, 
with Thomas Hansford as the first pastor. 
Thomas Hansford was a charter member of the 
Flat Lick Church, and was also the first modera- 
tor of the Cumberland River Association. 

Spencer made no attempt to state when 
White Oak was organized. In reporting the 1801 
meeting of Tates Creek Association, he wrote (II, 
p. 91), "Three new churches were received: White 
Oak, Flat Woods, and Otter Creek." However, in 
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the biographical sketch of Matthew Floyd, 
Spencer stated (II, p. 555), "Arriving at manhood, 
he ... settled in Pulaski County, near the present 
location of Old White Oak Baptist Church. Here 
he commenced his long and eminently successful 
ministry, about the year 1811. White Oak Church 
was probably the fruits of his first labors in the 
gospel. He was called to the pastoral charge of 
this organization about the time of its constitu- 
tion, and served it with great acceptance, about 51 
years." 


Third building of White Oak Church, 
Nancy, KY, taken about 1920 


Pastor Floyd continued his article, "Leav- 
ing Tate's Creek Association where they had as- 
sociation since 1806, due to the rather large terri- 
tory which it covered, the church participated in 
the organization of the Cumberland River Asso- 
ciation in 1809. It is with this association the 
church still associates today." 

Concerning this associational move, 
Spencer reported (II, p. 234), "...the following six 
churches ... were dismissed when joined in an- 
other Association, according to the terms of the 
general union.” Included were White Oak, Sink- 
ing Creek (now Somerset), Forks of Cumberland, 
and Union, in Pulaski County. The minutes of 
1811 reported 13 churches with 447 members. 
Thomas Hill was listed as one of the "preachers of 
the Association." Spencer also noted, "Soon after 
the constitution of this Association, a very pre- 
cious revival commenced among its churches, 
and continued some three or four years. A num- 
ber of new churches were gathered, and the old 
ones were greatly increased." 

Pastor Floyd concluded his article, "There 
have been twenty-five pastors...Elder Matthew 
Floyd served in this office for fifty-two years 
without an interruption. 

"The church stands with almost two cen- 
turies of values ‘earnestly contending for the 
faith once delivered to the saints' ...Many of the 
fathers of the ABA have preached at the church 
including Dr. Ben M. Bogard, Dr. C. N. Glover, Dr. 
A. T. Powers, and many contemporary leaders. 


"It is among the oldest churches, if not the 
oldest, affiliated with the American Baptist As- 
sociation." 


Eld. Matthew Floyd 

J. H. Spencer wrote (II, p. 554), "Matthew 
Floyd was one of the most popular, beloved and 
efficient preachers in Kentucky, in his genera- 
COT: | 

Matthew Floyd was born in South Car- 
olina in the year 1778, the son of Captain Abra- 
ham Floyd. His grandfather, Col. Matthew Floyd, 
came to American in command of a regiment of 
British soldiers during the Revolutionary War. 
Being in sympathy with the American cause, he 
persuaded the entire regiment to follow him. Af- 
ter landing at Charleston, South Carolina, he 
and his men entered into the War on behalf of the 
United Colonies. Captain Abraham Floyd was 
part of the same regiment, and also fought with 
the colonies. 

In 1796 the family, devout members of the 
Episcopal Church, migrated to Kentucky. After 
receiving a common English education, in early 
life Matthew joined the Methodist society as a 
seeker. Later he professed conversion and united 
with a Baptist church near his home. Spencer re- 
ported, "Coming home from the baptizing with- 
out having changed his garments, his father was 
so angry with him for having joined the Baptists, 
that he drove him from his house, with his wet 
clothes on. However, he continued firm in his 
new faith." 

In addition to the White Oak United Bap- 
tist Church, Elder Floyd also "served with equal 
acceptance the churches at Monticello, New 
Salem, Big Spring and Beaver Creek, all in Wayne 
County." All these churches belonged to the "old 
Cumberland River fraternity, till that body be- 
came so large as to render attendance on its meet- 
ings inconvenient." 

Accordingly, in 1825, the churches pas- 
tored by Elder Floyd with seven other churches 
formed the South Concord Assoc. Spencer com- 
mented (I, p. 555), "Mr. Floyd had now become 
the leading minister in the Cumberland Valley. 
His great popularity was evidenced in his being 
elected Moderator of the new Association, seven- 
teen years in succession." He also preached the 
Introductory Sermon within that Association on 
several occasions, three years in succession. 

After the constitution of the General As- 
sociation in 1837, the subject of missions was 
somewhat controversial. Spencer stated (II, p. 
555), "there were good reasons for believing it 
(South Concord) would have followed the exam- 
ple of other nearby associations ‘in declaring 
unanimously against missionary operations, 
had it not been for the influence of Mr. Floyd, 
who exerted his entire energies in favor of mis- 
sions'." Although the opposition was in the ma- 


jority, and Elder Floyd's views were opposed by 
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most of the preachers in the association, they 
continued to elect him as moderator. 

Because he recognized the missionary 
churches could not continue within this associa- 
tion, Elder Floyd "secured a peaceable and or- 
derly separation, by the dismissal of the mis- 
sionary churches, by letter." He then called for a 
meeting of these churches, and the South Cum- 
berland River Assoc. was organized in 1842. El- 
der Floyd had been Moderator of the South Con- 
cord Assoc. since its beginning in 1825, and now 
he was elected as Moderator of the new associa- 
tion, and continued until his death, 21 years 
later. 

Spencer concluded (II, p. 556), "Besides his 
pastoral labors, Mr. Floyd preached abundantly 
among the destitute in Wayne, Pulaski and Rus- 
sell counties, during his entire ministry of 52 
years. He is believed to have been, at least, one of 
the first missionaries employed by the General 
Association in his part of the State. His success 
in the ministry was extraordinary, and he bap- 
tized a great many people. He was a wise man in 
council, as well as an efficient laborer in the 
field. But his work was finished at last, and on 
the 19th of August, 1863, he answered the sum- 
mons to come up higher.” 


Christian Co., KY 

We now focus on Christian Co., which has 
special significance for the establishment of Bap- 
tist churches in Arkansas. 

The first mention of a church in either 
Trigg or Christian Co. was in connection with the 
history of the Red River Association, which was 
constituted on April 15, 1807. Three of the con- 
stituent churches were located in Trigg Co., and 
one, West Fork of Red River, was located in Chris- 
tian Co. 

Spencer reported (II, p. 228), "As early as 
1816, some of the older brethren began to mani- 
fest some dissatisfaction toward the younger 
ministers, on account of their preaching, that 
‘the invitations of the gospel are to all to whom it 
is preached,’ and for calling on sinners to 'repent 
and believe the gospel.’ This low muttering by a 
few superannuated brethren, amounted to little, 
till some ministers and others, chief of whom 
was Absalom Bainbridge, moved from the terri- 
tory of the Licking Association and settled 
among the churches, about 1815." 

Apparently the conflicting views contin- 
ued to create problems, until finally in Novem- 
ber, 1824, a meeting was held in Logan Co. to deal 
with the problem. Spencer reported (II, p. 229), 
"After being organized, the causes of grief were 
called for, and the only one exhibited was, 'The 
preaching of the atonement to be general or uni- 
versal in its nature.'" Although the recommenda- 
tion emerged that the preachers and pastors dis- 
regard their differences on the subject, at the 
1825 associational meeting, sixteen churches 


had declared their determination not to receive 
the advice of the Convention. As a result, the 
committee on arrangements recommended that 
the Association divide, into an upper association 
to be known as Red River, and a lower association 
to be known as Bethel. 

In later reporting on the Bethel Associa- 
tion, Spencer wrote (II, p. 354), "A difference of 
sentiment existed in the Red River Association, 
as early as 1816. This difference related chiefly to 
the nature and extent of the atonement; and the 
duty and privilege of ministers to call on sinners 
to repent and believe the gospel. For a time these 
differences of opinion caused no strife. But after- 
wards, several brethren, prominent among 
whom was Elder Absalom Bainbridge, moved 
from the bounds of the Licking Association, and 
settled within those of the Red River. As soon as 
they obtained a footing in the churches, they 
began to stir up strife; and the meetings of the Red 
River Association soon exhibited scenes of 
contention and bitterness. 

As was stated above, the solution was a 
division, which resulted in the organization of 
the Bethel Association. Red River and Drakes 
Pone from Robertson Co., and Spring Creek of 
West Fork and Little West Fork in Montgomery 
Co. in Tennessee, along with New Providence in 
Christian Co., and Mt. Gilead in Todd Co. and 
Pleasant Grove in Logan Co. were the organizing 
churches.2° 

The second session was held at Bethel 
meeting house in Christian Co. John Pendleton, 
father of James M. Pendleton, was chosen assis- 
tant clerk. 


John Pendleton 

John Pendleton moved from Spottsyl- 
vania Co., VA, to Christian Co. in 1812. Spencer 
gave these details (II, p. 388), "He entered into the 
constitution of Bethel Church, which he served 
long, both as clerk and deacon. He was a man of 
enlarged views, and was far in advance of the 
Baptists of Red River Association... He entered 
with his church into the constitution of Bethel 
Association, and was a very prominent member 
of that body, during what may be called its for- 
mative period, serving it as clerk, a number of 
years. Being an earnest and enlightened advocate 
of missions and the support of the ministry, he 
contributed no small part in giving direction to 
the counsels of Bethel Association, in these mat- 
ters. As a citizen, he occupied a prominent posi- 
tion in his country, which honored him with a 
seat in the State Legislature, in 1833. He died, in 
1833. Among his children, were the distinguished 
J. M. Pendleton, D.D..." 

In the History of Virginia Baptists, writ- 
ten by Robert Semple, information was given 
concerning Mine Road Baptist Church, Spottsyl- 
vania Co., VA, which was organized in 1791. The 
pastor of the church was Henry Pendleton, who 
was the son of Henry Pendleton, Sr., who was 
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also a member of the church. In 1810 Elder Philip 
Pendleton was the pastor. Semple3® made this 
interesting observation, "Henry Pendleton, their 
first pastor, was, until a few years before his 
death, considered a very pious and rational man. 
He had fallen into the Armenian system, to 
which he adhered in all its branches; but, being 
viewed as a pious man, was held in estimation." 

Although we can not be sure of the precise 
relationship of these Pendletons to John and 
James M., it should be obvious the Pendletons fa- 
vored preaching the gospel to all. 

When J. R. Graves began to set forth the 
Baptist Landmarks in 1854, he asked J. M. 
Pendleton to write the "Introductory Essay." Dr. 
Graves was editor of the Tennessee Baptist, which 
enjoyed the largest circulation among religious 
journals in the South. 

Pendleton and Graves, and their Land- 
mark and Missionary Baptist beliefs have 
greatly influenced Arkansas Baptists. The Ten- 
nessee Baptist was recommended by many local 
associations. At one time there was an "Arkansas 
Page" in the paper. Dr. Graves conducted his fa- 
mous "Pastor's School" in the Mt. Vernon Associ- 
ation, preached in other local associations, and 
also the annual sermon for the State Convention 
on several occasions. 

Eld. James M. Pendleton wrote Pendle- 
ton's Church Manual, and also Christian Doc- 
trine, A Compendium of Theology. 

In the Church Manual, Dr. Pendleton 
printed the New Hampshire Confession of faith, 
which was included in the Baptist Way-Book, 
edited by Dr. Ben M. Bogard about 1908. The New 
Hampshire Confession sets forth the plan of sal- 
vation and the doctrines of the church more in 
accordance with contemporary Missionary Bap- 
tists teachings. It could be safely said that Graves 
and Pendleton, and their views on the Scriptures 
and the nature of the church, have had a substan- 
tial influence on Missionary Baptist principles 
and practices. 


Elder Reuben Ross 

Elder Reuben Ross was the first moderator 
of the Bethel Association, and served in that 
position from 1825 until 1851. Ross was born in 
Martin Co., NC. Spencer reported (II, p. 366-367), 
"In his early ministry he preached the doctrine 
usually held by the regular Baptists: 'He believed 
in what they termed a limited atonement; that 
Christ dies for the elect only, and that to them 
alone the gospel was to be preached; not as a 
means of converting sinners, but merely to con- 
form and encourage God's chosen and redeemed 
PEOpIE = 

When he first came into the bounds of the 
Red River Association, his views were compatible 
with the older preachers. Spencer continued, "But 
his active mind soon made him change his doc- 
trinal views, and he began to preach the gospel to 
sinners, warning all to repent and believe on the 


Lord Jesus Christ. At this time he had become the 
most popular and influential preacher in the As- 
sociation. Many church members and several 
preachers received what others regarded his 
heretical doctrine, and it began to be preached by 
others, as well as by himself. This led to much 
disputing and dissatisfaction among the 
churches, and especially among the older preach- 
ers. 

"As early as 1812, Mr. Ross preached the 
introductory sermon before the Association [Red 
River], and, at the same meeting was elected Mod- 
erator of that body, a position he filled on eight 
subsequent occasions." After "certain leading 
spirits attempted to secure from the Association, 
a condemnation of the teachings of Elder Ross. 


This object was defeated and a peaceable division 


of the Association was afterwards agreed upon. 


The constitution of the Bethel Association was 


the result. Mr. Ross was chosen Moderator of this 
body, at the time of its organization, in 1825, and 
continued to fill that office, till 1851... 


a Et fi 
Eld. Reuben Ross 

"With an untiring hand, for almost 40 
years, he bore the ark of God in the darkened cor- 
ners of Logan, Todd and Christian counties in 
Kentucky, and Robertson, Montgomery and 
Steward counties in Tennessee... In 1859, Bethel 
Association ordered his portrait painted, and a 
copy of it placed in each of Bethel College and 
Bethel Female College. The work was accom- 
plished, and before the next meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, the venerable soldier of the cross was 
called to his final reward." 

Spencer quoted (II, pp. 368-369) the fol- 
lowing extract from the 1860 minutes of the 
Bethel Association to indicate the esteem held for 
Elder Ross: 

"At this time it was announced that the 
life-size portrait of Elder Ross ... had been re- 
ceived. It was brought in and placed ona table 
in front of the audience, with an open Bible be- 
fore it. No circumstance ever occurred that pro- 
duced such a thrilling sensation in Bethel Asso- 
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ciation. The Association was bathed in tears as 
they gazed on the life-like portrait, and were so 
vividly reminded of the faithful labors and toils 
of him who was indeed father of the Associa- 
MOne cs 


Bethel College and Ben M. Bogard 

Bethel College was established under the 
auspices of the Bethel Baptist Association. When 
the Association met at Russellville, in Septem- 
ber, 1850, it was determined to locate Bethel High 
School, which in 1856 became Bethel College at 
Russellville, KY. Eld. J. M. Pendleton was elected 
secretary of the Board of Trustees. At the meeting 
in 1852 it was reported the first building "was 
rapidly going up, and the cost would be $15,000." 

The building was formally opened on 
January 3, 1854 "with appropriate exercises," 
which included an address on education by Eld. J. 
M. Pendleton. The college originally offered 
departments of Mathematics, Latin, Greek, and 
Natural Science. A Theological Department was 
established in April, 1860.97 

Ben M. Bogard first attended Georgetown 
College, Georgetown, KY in the fall of 1887. He 
was rather disillusioned by some of the things he 
was taught and by some of the positions assumed 
by the professors. And, as he later admitted, "He 
had become an avid convention man." He stated, 
"So I became an alien immersionist, and by the 
time the year was out I had become a convention 
man and went home a convention preacher and 
an alien immersionist ... I attended that same as- 
sociation which I had seen go against conven- 
tionism and the association for the first time in 
its history lined up with conventionism. I was to 
blame for it."38 

Ben M. Bogard later enrolled in Bethel 
College on September 16, 1889 and stayed until 
June 12, 1891. In October of 1889, he preached at 
New Barren Springs and Concord Churches in 
Christian County. In 1890 he was employed by 
the Bethel Association Mission Board to labor as 
an evangelist in north Christian County during 
the summer. In 1891 he accepted the call to pastor 
the Rocky Ridge Church in Trigg Co., and that 
same year held revival meetings in Trigg Co. 

Bogard was married to a young widow, 
Linnie O. Owen on August 18, 1891. He wrote, "I 
found her in Christian County, Kentucky, near 
Hopkinsville and I just knew she was to be my 
wife the first time I saw her."99 


The Point of these Observations 

1. It was from this area that the Lindsey, 
Fletcher, Spenser and Davis families came, first 
to Lawrence Co., and then to Saline Co. in estab- 
lishing Kentucky Baptist Church, the oldest, con- 
tinuous Baptist Church in Arkansas, from 
which, especially by the labors of Eld. John 
Young Lindsey, many other churches originated. 


2. Ben M. Bogard was a graduate of Bethel 
College, and much of his early ministry was in 
Christian Co. Dr. Bogard was very influential in 
Missionary Baptist Associations within the 
State during the period after the division of 1901, 
and was for many years pastor of Antioch Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, and one of the founders of 
the Missionary Baptist Seminary. 

It is significant that Ben M. Bogard re- 
ceived his theological education at Bethel Col- 
lege, which retained the influence of James M. 
Pendleton and Reuben Ross, who were Mission- 
ary Baptists in belief and practice. 

In the Baptist Way-Book, he carefully de- 
lineated the "Evils of Hardshellism" and the 
"Evils of Conventionism." 

After he became pastor in Searcy in 1899, 
he came to the aid of men such as Dr. W.A. Clark, 
and others, in defending Landmark principles. 
At the decisive meeting in Paragould in 1901, the 
33 year-old Bogard, was the primary spokesman 
for the Landmark position. During the next 
twenty years, when some associations were vacil- 
lating between supporting the two state works, 
Ben M. Bogard visited many churches and asso- 
ciations, and also editorialized as the leading 
exponent of the Landmark position. 

3. John Pendleton, father of James M. 
Pendleton, came to Christian Co. in 1812. Dr. J. 
M. Pendleton, one of the leaders in the Landmark 
movement, also wrote the Baptist Church Man- 
ual and Christian Doctrine: A Compendium of 
Theology, both widely used by Missionary Bap- 
tists. 

It should be noted that the Baptist Church 
Manual is still in print and being used. It could be 
safely asserted that a majority of Missionary 
Baptist churches have been organized, and a ma- 
jority of Missionary Baptist preachers have been 
ordained according to the principles expressed in 
Pendleton's Baptist Church Manual. Therefore, 
the biblical principles and practices set forth by 
Pendleton and Graves, and consequently Ben M. 
Bogard, continue to exert significant influence on 
contemporary Missionary Baptist principles and 
practices. 

4, Eld. Henry McElmurry,*9 who in 1835 
was the first Moderator of the Black River 
Association in MO, and was also an early leader 
in the Rocky Bayou Association, was also a na- 
tive of Christian Co. 

Eld. McElmurry led in organizing the An- 
tioch Church in Zion (Izard Co.), which for many 
years was the leading church in the north-central 
portion of the State. He also led in organizing 
many other churches in Izard and Independence 
counties, including assisting P.S.G. Watson in or- 
ganizing the present First Baptist Church in 
Batesville. 
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Thus, it should be obvious that Arkansas Baptists have been greatly influenced by these leaders. 
Baptists of Arkansas owe a great debt of gratitude to Mathew Floyd, Reuben Ross, James M. Pendleton 
and other preachers in the Red River and Bethel Associations, for their position on the doctrine of salva- 
tion and for their stand on church, missionary, and associational principles and practices. There should 
be no doubt that these people who were important in establishing early churches in Arkansas, and in 
leading in the Landmark movement, were influenced by the position that Christ died for all men, as con- 
trasted the Calvinistic concept of limited atonement in God's plan of redemption. - 

These were indeed Pioneers of Faith, who blazed a trail which has allowed us to participate in 
the ministry of Missionary Baptist Churches in Arkansas. 


Tennessee-Alabama Origins 

The Tennessee-Alabama Baptists originated primarily out of the Separate Baptists. In the previ- 
ous section, we noted the Regular Baptists and the Separate Baptists united both in Virginia and Ken- 
tucky to become United Baptists. The United Baptist influence continued during the establishment of the 
first churches and associations in Arkansas. The oldest continuous association in the State, the Saline 
Association, originally used the name "United" in its official name. The Baptist in Kentucky who fellow- 
ship with the American Baptist Association continue to refer to themselves as "United" Baptists. It was 
the unique combination of the Regular and Separate Baptists which led to the United Baptists, which 
today in Arkansas are known as Missionary Baptists. 

The following section relates the origin and influence of the Separate Baptists on churches in In- 
dependence, Jackson and White counties. Finally, an account is given of Joab Pratt and the settlers from 
Alabama, who led in the establishment of the Philadelphia Church in Grant Co. Other early settlers from 


North Carolina, South Carolina and Mississippi also contibuted to early Baptist life in Grant Co. 


Jamestown and Independence Churches 
The Jamestown and Independence 
churches, and consequently many of the 
churches in Independence, Jackson and White 
counties in Arkansas came directly from the 
Holston Association, in eastern Tennessee. The 
Holston Association owed its origin to the Sandy 
Creek Association [and church] of Separate 
Baptists in North-Carolina. The following 
section will give the history of the Sandy Creek 
and Holtson Associations. Of particular interest 
is the notation, "there was a small body which 
went out in something like a church capacity. 
They were removed from the old church at 
Sandy-Creek, in North Carolina, which was 
planted by Shubael Stearns; and as a branch of 
the mother church."4! 


A study of the official records now in the 
possession of people associated with the Inde- 
pendence Church noted this beginning para- 
graph: 

"We the above named persons were consti- 
tuted into a church the first Saturday in Septem- 
ber, 1842 by Duke Kimbrough, Isaac, Kimbrough, 
A. Bowers and Morris." This statement was 
signed by Isaac M. Newman, Clerk 


These charter members were Bird Pate, 
Rueben Pate, Phebe Pate, Nancy Pate, John Pate, 
Daniel James, Milinda James, Thomas Hankins 
(by 1850 was a deacon), Verlinda Hankins, 
Priscilla Hankins, Gordan Hankins, Emanda 


Hankins, Malinda Fouse, David Hankins, Eliza- 
beth Hankins, and Henry T. Hankins. 

After the organization the church moved 
"enmasse" to Arkansas and settled in Greenbrier 
Valley in Independence County. The valley takes 
the name from Greenbrier Creek that empties 
into the White River above Batesville. 


Recognizing none of the four names con- 
stituting the organizing presbytery, an educated 
guess of Tennessee was followed. The 1840 census 
indicated the names of Duke and Isaac Kim- 
brough, two of the preachers assisting in the or- 
ganization as being residents of Jefferson Co., 
Tennessee. The same census also showed the 
names of Thomas Hankins, Gordan Hankins, 
David Hankins, and Henry Hankins, heads of 
families for several of the charter members of 
Independence Church. 

It could be from the example of those first 
forming the Holston Association that the idea 
originated for the sixteen members to be orga- 
nized in Tennessee before migrating to Arkansas. 
So far as we know, this is the only organized 
church which migrated to Arkansas. 

Also of historical importance is the link 
to the Separate Baptists through the Sandy-Creek 
Church, which was established in 1755. 


Sandy Creek Church and Association 
The Sandy Creek Church was established 
in 1755 by Shubael Stearns, a native of Boston, 
MA. Stearns was baptized by Rev. Wait Palmer, 
pastor at Stonington, CT and ordained by Palmer 
and Joshua Marsh, pastor of New-London, CT. 
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In 1754 Stearns and "a few of his mem- 
bers" left New England, and traveled first to 
Berkley Co., VA. Here he met his brother-in-law, 
Daniel Marshall. After limited success in that 
area, Stearns was receiving letters from previous 
acquaintances who had moved to North Car- 
olina, desiring he come to that area. Benedict re- 
ported, "He and his party once more got under 
way, and, traveled about 200 miles, came to 
Sandy Creek, in Guiliford county, North Car- 
olina. Here he took up his permanent residence. 
The number of families in Stearns’ company 
were eight,...: Shubael Stearns and wife, Peter 
Stearns and wife, Ebenezer Stearns and wife, 
Shubael Stearns, jun. and wife, Daniel Marshall 
and wife, Joseph Breed and wife; Enos Stimson 
and wife, Jonathan Polk and wife. 

"As soon as they arrived, they built them 
a little meeting house, and these 16 persons 
formed themselves into a church, and chose 
Shubael Stearns for their pastor."42 

Benedict (I, p. 42-43) quoted Morgan Ed- 
wards, who wrote: "Sandy Creek is the mother of 
all the Separate Baptists. From this Zion went 
forth the word, and great was the company of 
them who published it. This church, in seventeen 
years, has spread her branches westward as far as 
the great river Mississippi; southward as far as 
Georgia; eastward to the sea and Chesapeake Bay; 
and northward to the waters of the Potomack; it, 
in seventeen years, is become mother, grand- 
mother, and great-grandmother, to 42 churches, 
from which sprang 125 ministers.,..." 


Jefferson Co., TN 


David Benedict reported,42 "About the 
year 1780, William Murphy, James Keel, Thomas 
Murrell, Tidence Lane, Isaac Bartson, Matthew 
Talbot, Joshua Kelly, and John Chastain moved 
into what was called Holston country, when it 
was in the wilderness state... These ministers 
were all Virginians, except Mr. Lane, who was 
from North-Carolina. They were accompanied by 
a considerable number of their brethren from the 
churches which they left, and were followed 
shortly after by Jonathan Mulkey, William Reno, 
and some other ministers and brethren, and 
amongst the other emigrants there was a small 
body which went out in something like a church 
capacity. They were removed from the old church 
at Sandy-Creek, in North Carolina, which was 
planted by Shubael Stearns; and as a branch of 
the mother church, they emigrated to the wilder- 
ness, and settled on Boon's Creek. 

"In 1781, one year after the settlement of 
most of the persons above mentioned, five or six 
churches having been established by the emi- 
grants, they, for their mutual advantage and edi- 
fication, concluded to meet together in confer- 
ence twice a year; this conference, they, in short 
time, organized into a temporary Association, 
which they chose to place under the patronage 
and direction of the Sandy-Creek Association in 


North-Carolina... But the remoteness of their 
situation rendered this measure so inconvenient, 
that by the approbation of their North-Carolina 
brethren, they, in 1786, erected their body into a 
distinct and independent Association by the 
name of Holston. 

The ministers in the Holston Association 
were Jonathan Mulkey, Tidence Lane, Isaac Bar- 
ton, James Keel, William Murphy, John Frost, 
and Alexander Chambers... At the organization 
of the Holston Association (1786), Tidence Lane, 
Isaac Barton, and Frances Hamilton were mes- 
sengers of the Bent Creek Church. 


Tidence Lane 

Tidence Lane was born near Baltimore, 
MD on August 31, 1724. He was converted under 
the ministry of Shubael Stearns. He was "among 
the first Baptists to set foot on Tennessee soil. He 
was "the first pastor of the first permanent 
church organization" of any denomination in 
the state of TN--Buffalo Ridge, in Washington Co., 
constituted in 1779. 

"With respect to our tradition that Buffalo 
Ridge came out from Sandy Creek Church (NC) in 
an organized capacity and established itself in its 
new home as an ‘arm’ of the mother church, with 
Tidence Lane as pastor, it may be said that Bene- 
dict in 1810 visited both these churches, mother 
and daughter, and made the record above given." 

"Tidence Lane has also the distinction of 
being 'the first Moderator’ of the first association 
of any denomination in the state, the old Hol- 
ston, organized at 'Cherokee meeting-house,' in 
Washington Co., on Saturday before the fourth 
Sunday in October, 1786, ten years before Ten- 


nessee was admitted into the Union."44 


Jonathan Mulkey 

Jonathan Mulkey was born in VA on Oc- 
tober 16, 1752, of Welsh descent. Eld. Mulkey was 
the first preacher to plant his feet on Tennessee 
soil, to remain and engage actively in the Chris- 
tian ministry. 

In October of 1786, at the organization of 
the Holston Association, in the meeting-house of 
the old Cherokee Church, the names of Jonathan 
Mulkey and Anthony Epperson appear on the 
minutes as 'messengers' from Kendrick's Creek 
(now Double Springs) Church; of which church he 
was doubtless the founder and first pastor. He 
was also pastor of Buffalo Ridge, Cherokee, Sink- 
ing Creek, Muddy Creek, and other churches. He 
was a strong preacher of the true pioneer spirit, 
and more inclined to do active evangelistic work 
than to be pastor of churches. He was a leader in 
the Holston Association for many years; for 
seven years was its moderator. 

He departed this life September 5, 1826, 
after having been a preacher of the gospel of the 
Baptist order more than fifty years."4° 
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Holston Association Records 

"This body was organized at 'Cherokee 
Meeting House' in Washington County, five miles 
south of Jonesboro, on Saturday before the 
fourth Sunday in October, 1786, ten years before 
Tennessee was admitted into the Union. The fol- 
lowing churches, seven in all, were represented in 
the organization: Kindrick's Creek (now Double 
Springs). Bent Creek (Whitesburg), Beaver Creek, 
Greasy Cove, Cherokee Creek, North Fork of Hol- 
ston, Lower French Broad (now the Dandridge 
Church).46 

"Tidence Lane was the Moderator, 
William Murphy, the Clerk. The body was ‘not an 
association of ministers, but of churches,’ orga- 
nized, not to ‘legislate but to give counsel, each be- 
ing an independent body.’ The Association an- 
swered ‘queries’ sent up by the churches, and gave 
advice on such matters as, ‘points of doctrine, 
church discipline, the duties of deacons, qualifi- 
cations of deacons' wives, the laying on of hands, 
foot-washing,'’ etc. One of the ministers, 
Jonathan Mulkey, was a pioneer preacher 'of the 
Baptist order’ (1775) before the Declaration of In- 
dependence. Buffalo Ridge, the oldest church in 
the State (1779), was organized three years after 
the Declaration of Independence and four years 
before the end of the Revolutionary War. 

"The Association was missionary from 
the beginning. The third Introductory Sermon 
(1790), preached by William Murphy, from 
Matthew 28:19 ("Go ye therefore"), was a mission- 
ary sermon. This was twenty-four years before 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
was organized, fifty-five years before the South- 
ern Baptist Convention began work, and twenty- 
two years before Adoniram Judson was ordained 
as a Foreign Missionary. 

"In 1802, the year before the body was di- 
vided (that the Tennessee Association might be 
formed)--that is, in a period of sixteen years from 
its organization--the body had grown 'to 36 
churches and 2,477 members." 

Benedict (p. 536) listed the churches mak- 
ing up the Tennessee Association in 1802. This 
list included the French Broad Church, and 
stated the church was organized in 1786. Duke 
Kimbrough, one of the four preachers who orga- 
nized the church that moved "en-masse" to the 
Jamestown, AR area was listed as pastor. 


The "Church of Christ on French Broad 
River" or "Lower French Broad"4® church was es- 
tablished on March 25, 1786 by Jonathan Mulky 
and Isaac Barton. The twelve-member church 
was originally located three miles northeast of 
Dandridge, Jefferson Co., TN. 

"In 1809, the Holston Association con- 
tained eighteen churches... The churches in the 
State of Tennessee are mostly in the counties of 


Green, Hawkins, Sullivan, Washington, Jeffer- 
son and Carter." 

The Nolachucky Association was orga- 
nized in 1828. The churches in Jefferson Co. went 
into this Association. 


Duke and Isaac Kimbrough 

This biographical information is given 
because this father and son were presbyters who 
organized the church in Jefferson Co. Tennessee, 
before the fourteen migrants came to Indepen- 
dence Co., AR. 

A survey of Biographical Sketches of 
Tennessee Baptist Ministers revealed that the 
Kimbrough family was prominent in Baptist life 
in Jefferson County, Tennessee. Elder Duke 
Kimbrough was born in Virginia in 1762 as an 
Episcopalian. After marrying his second wife, 
Susan Hunter, he was baptized and joined, as it 
was then termed, the Baptist Church of Christ. 

The Biographical Sketch (p. 389) stated: 

"Shortly after he became a member of the 
church he commenced preaching and was soon 
ordained. From the date of his ordination, he 
gave himself to the work of the ministry while he 
lived. He was a member of the French Broad 
Church, now the Dandridge Church [the name of 
the County seat], and he was its pastor, too, and 
continued its pastor for over fifty years. He be- 
came pastor in July of 1799 and continued as pas- 
tor until his death, September, 1849. This church 
wanted no other pastor while he lived...He was a 
popular preacher and preached the most of his 
time to four churches, and every fifth Sunday he 
had a regular appointment. During revival sea- 
sons he preached everywhere and all the time, 
until he became old. His great theme was 'the love 
of the Father given to us, that we should be called 
the children of God by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

Barnett stated, "In the pulpit he was re- 
markable for earnestness, gravity, and unpre- 
tending dignity of manner. He had a deep, full 
voice, and was a natural orator." Barnett told of 
visiting with an eighty year-old man who de- 
scribed his boyhood recollections of Elder Duke 
Kimbrough: He described him as having a "re- 
markable voice" and great "natural ability" as a 
speaker, expressing it as his opinion that if 
"Duke Kimbrough had been educated he would 
have been one of the greatest pulpit orators in the 
State of Tennessee. He told me also about his 
singing; how he loved to sing the songs of Zion, in 
family devotions as well as in the church; how 
happy he would sometimes get when singing... 

Barnett continued, "Practically, Elder 
Kimbrough was a man of only two books--Bible 
and hymn-book. These he kept with him and 
constantly used. To young ministers, especially, 
he was a ‘living concordance to the Scriptures." 

Following is the tribute of the Dandridge 
Church to Elder Kimbrough who had been their 
shepherd for fifty years: "The piety and Christian 
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character of Father Kimbrough were unsur- 
passed. He retained his mind to the last, and 
manifested a firm and unshaken faith in the Son 
of God. He felt that all was right. He had no 
doubts. His dying testimony was, "Grace! grace! 
It's all of grace!" And with these triumphant 
words upon his lips and a farewell tear in his eye, 
he passed without a groan beyond the veil, where, 
face to face, he could behold Him whom he had 
loved and preached for more than fifty years."49 

Also assisting in the organization was 
Isaac Kimbrough, who was born in 1788. The Bio- 
graphical Sketches states (pp. 406-407), "He pro- 
fessed religion when he was fourteen years old, 
and joined the French Broad church (now Dan- 
dridge), lived a consistent Christian life before he 
began to preach; he was ordained a deacon of the 
church when about thirty-eight years old, which 
office he filled with great acceptance for some 
years, when the Lord impressed his mind with 
the belief that it was his duty to preach the gospel. 
He very soon obeyed the heavenly call, and was 
soon ordained to the full work of the gospel min- 
istry, about the year 1841." 

Barnett stated that Isaac Kimbrough was 
ordained March, fourth Saturday, 1842,... He 
continued a member of the Dandridge Church for 
some years after his ordination, frequently serv- 
ing the church as a supply pastor and as acting 
‘moderator’ in the absence of his father, the old 
pastor now nearing the termination of a fifty 
year pastorate of the church.°9 

He lived near Dandridge until 1849, when 
he moved to Polk County, where he organized a 
church on his own farm, to which he preached 
with considerable life and energy. One of his 
grandsons, Isaac Z. Kimbrough was noted as pas- 
toring in Tennessee and Arkansas. 


Additional Information on the 


Jamestown and Independence Churches 

In an article appearing in the August 1, 
1928, issue of the Baptist and Commoner, Elder J. 
L. Brown, who wrote a regular column dealing 
with church history, gave a report on the history 
of the Jamestown Church, and in the August 8 is- 
sue, he gave a report on the Independence Church. 
Since Bro. Brown was a contemporary, actually 
pastoring the Jamestown Church as early as 
1884, and personally acquainted with some of 
the charter members of the church, his testimony 
should be credible. 

Elder Brown began the report on the 
Jamestown Church with the following para- 
graph: 

"Via Eld. W. M. Owen, Via Eld. Ben M. Bog- 
ard has fallen into my hands an old leather- 
bound book. This book was first the property of 
Jamestown Baptist Church (Cedar Grove), but 
later fell into the hands of the Denmark Baptist 
Church (known as Independence Church). The 
book does not tell us how it came to change hands 


and as the change took place about eighty-one 
years ago [1847], six years before I was born, I'm 
not going to tell you, but will content myself by 
giving you some points of information, followed 
by a few personal reminiscent notes." 

The Cedar Grove Baptist Church, now 
known as Jamestown Baptist Church, seven 
miles southwest of Batesville, in Independence 
County, Arkansas, was organized in the state of 
Tennessee on the first Saturday in September of 
1842. 

The church was organized with sixteen 
members: Bird Pate, Rueben Pate, Phebe Pate, 
Nancy Pate, John Pate, Daniel James, Milinda 
James, Thomas Hankins (by 1850 was a deacon), 
Verlinda Hankins, Priscilla Hankins, Gordan 
Hankins, Emanda Hankins, Malinda Fouse, 
David Hankins, Elizabeth Hankins, and Henry T. 
Hankins. 


A survey of the census records for Jeffer- 
son Co., TN in 1840 corroborates the information 
concerning the presbytery, and also the charter 
members. 

Eld. Duke Kimbrough was listed on page 
301, and Isaac, his son, was listed on page 320. 

That record also shows Thomas Hankins 
[age 70-80], Gordan Hankins, David Hankins, 
and Henry Hankins, all on page 310. Bird Pate 
was shown on page 302, which was considered the 
Northern District of Jefferson Co. In fact, accord- 
ing to the census Bird Pate and Daniel James 
lived side-by-said. Ed, Phebe, and Thomas Pate 
were also listed on page 310. 

Isaac M. Newman, who was clerk of the 
organizing presbytery was listed on page 300, 
which was also in the Northern District. New- 
man was a member of the Mossy Creek Baptist 
Church. This church was first organized as Black 
Oak Grove in April of 1834. This church merged 
with Oakland Church to form Mossy Creek 
Church on May 8, 1841. The name was changed to 
First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, TN on Jan. 
8, 1902. Isaac Kimbrough was pastor of this 
church in 1848-1849. 

The Mossy Creek Missionary Baptist 
Seminary was chartered and opened in 1851, 
meeting temporarily in the church building. 
From this school developed the Carson-Newman 
College in Jefferson City. 

A..search, of -the records. oi jseveral 
churches in the area, including the French Broad, 
Mossy Creek, and Friendship Baptist Churches 
failed to show the 14 Arkansas migrants as mem- 
bers. Other churches included Antioch 1829, 
Black Oak Grove 1834, Oakland 1837, and Hill 
Springs 1835. 


Bro. Brown continued, "In 1877, just 
thirty-five years after its organization, that 
church [Jamestown] elected me to serve as pastor. 
I have served as its pastor first and last, twenty 
years, and was personally acquainted with five of 
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her charter members,”! viz: David Hankins, 
Elizabeth Hankins, his wife, Daniel James and 
Malinda James, his wife and Henry Hankins. 

"Daniel James and Malinda James were 
the parents of Pheba Dumas, who is over 80 years 
old and lives alone just across the road from the 
Jamestown church house. There are five genera- 
tions of their posterity living near Jamestown. 

Bro. Brown included additional informa- 
tion concerning the descendants of the charter 
members of the Jamestown Church. 


The records of the Jamestown Church do 
not include the details of the organization. The 
first meeting recorded was Saturday before the 
first Sunday in January, 1849 

The records of the Cedar Grove Church 
(now Jamestown) show the following as members 
between 1848 and 1853: Thomas Hankins, Vir- 
linda Hankins, David Hankins, Elizabeth Hank- 
ins, Calvin Pate, Anna Pate, Gordan Hankins, G. 
C. Hankins, Norcissus Roden and Apronda Hank- 
ins. 


An interesting death notice was printed in 
the local paper: 

"Mrs. Rachael Hankins died a week ago 
last Friday night at the residence of her son-in- 
law, Bird Pate, just west of town. Mrs. Hankins 
came to this place with her husband, David Han- 
kins, deceased, in 1841, and resided here ever 
since. 

"In 1841, a number of families of Jeffer- 
son county, Tenn., deciding to come to Arkansas 
organized themselves into a Baptist church. Mrs. 
H. was one of the number, all of whom settled 
down in this neighborhood, locating a place of 
worship at this place. 

"This was the beginning of what is now 
known as the Jamestown Baptist Church, which 
is at present one of the strongest organizations 
the denomination has in the country." 


Several churches were organized out of 
both the Jamestown and Independence Churches. 
Therefore, much of the Missionary Baptist work 
in Independence, White and Jackson counties 
originated from the Holston Association in Ten- 
nessee. See the Stevens-Creek Assoc. for more in- 
formation on the Independence Church, and the 
Macedonia Assoc. for more information on the 
Jamestown Church. 


Eld. Joab Pratt 

Eld. Joab Pratt led in establishing the 
Philadelphia Baptist Church, 5 miles SE of 
Prattsville, in 1842. The Philadelphia Church is 
the oldest church in Grant Co. Therefore, Eld. 
Joab Pratt was an important figure in early Mis- 
sionary Baptist life in Grant County, AR. 

Joab Pratt was born in Stokes County, 
North Carolina, a son of Richard Pratt and 
grandson of James Pratt, who fought in the Revo- 


lutionary War. He came with his parents, Richard 
(1765-1822) and Rebecca (Beavers) (1770-1847) to 
Bibb Co., AL in 1818. That same year he was mar- 
ried to Francis Vernon. 

He was ordained at Enon Baptist 
Church®2 (founded 1819) and by 1827 he was 
called as pastor of Sardis Baptist Church. In his 
history of the Haysop Church, which Pratt later 
pastored, Charles E. Boyd wrote, "Eld. Pratt was a 
vigorous horseback evangelist and under his pas- 
torate Salem Church became a ‘mother of 
churches’. Soon after he was called there, he and 
his wife... made Sardis their home church as well 
as the evangelistic base. Over the next five years, 
Eld. Pratt established many 'arms' which grew 
into new Baptist Churches: Gilgal, Mt. Moriah, 
Big Hurricane, Schultz's Creek, Liberty and Cedar 
Grove....Churches were later constituted at these 
and other places which were 'seeded' by the evan- 


gelism of Elder Pratt."93 

When the Tuscaloosa Association was 
organized in 1834, Pratt was pastor of four of the 
13 churches: Sardis, Gilgal, Haysop and Mt. Mo- 
riah. Older churches in this association included: 
Bethel 1817, Tuskaloosa (sic.)1818, Sardis 1819, 
Big Creek 1820, Philadelphia 1824, Salem 1824, 
Fellowship 1825, Mt. Moriah 1826, and 
Springhill 1827. 

Eld. Pratt was active in the work of the 
Tuscaloosa Baptist Association.°4 In 1838 he 
was appointed to deliver the Anniversary ser- 
mon. He was also appointed to prepare rules of 
decorum, serve as official correspondent to the 
Canaan Association, and to preach at the Liberty 
meeting house for a district meeting. In 1839, Eld. 
Pratt was chosen as moderator, and was elected 
to preach the Anniversary Sermon for the next 
session at Big Creek in Tuscaloosa. He was serv- 
ing as pastor of the Haysop Church in Bibb Co., 
and his brother, John Pratt, was from Schultz's 
Creek, also in Bibb Co. 

At the 1840 meeting, Pratt delivered the 
message from Matt. 24:14. Pratt was again asked 
to write the letter of correspondence to the 
Canaan Association. At the 1841 meeting at 
Haysop Church of which he was pastor, Joab 
Pratt and three others were appointed "to occupy 
the stand on Sabbath beginning at 10 o'clock." At 
this session Pratt was appointed chairman of a 
committee to examine the North River United 
Baptist Assoc. of Alabama.°° Their report stated 
we "do unanimously recommend them as being 
orthodox and orderly and worthy of all confi- 
dence." 

During a time of severe depression in 
1841, Eld. Pratt led a wagon train to what is now 
Grant Co. Included in the migrants were six chil- 
dren of the Pratts, also the Mayfields, McDaniels, 
Cobbs, Pumphreys, and John Pratt, for whom the 
town of Prattsville was named. Charles E. Boyd 
stated, "They sought a new start in Saline County 
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(now Grant) and founded the Philadelphia 


Baptist Church, near what is now Prattsville."°8 

Having led in the establishment of several 
churches in Alabama, Pratt and others began 
holding services. In addition to those who had 
come from Alabama with Eld. Pratt, others in- 
cluding Eld. John Hesson and those to whom he 
had been preaching, went into the organization 
of Philadelphia Church. When the church peti- 
tioned the Saline Association in September, the 
membership stood at 56.97 

Just as he had done in Alabama, Eld. 
Pratt was active in associational work, and also 
organizing other churches. Evidentially the 
Arkansas brethren readily accepted Elder Pratt, 
because he was elected to preach the annual ser- 
mon in 1843 for the Saline Association, and also 
to serve with Aaron Bolt, John Y. Lindsey, and 
David Dodd as representatives to Salem Baptist 
Association in northern Arkansas. During the 
year Philadelphia had received 18 by baptism 
and 16 by letter and reported 83 members. 

The 1843 Minute of the Tuscaloosa Asso- 
ciation in Alabama reported, "A letter and min- 
utes was received from our sister, the 'Saline As- 
sociation’ of Arkansas, requesting a correspon- 
dence by Letter and Minutes from us; which re- 
quest was acceded to and a correspondence 
opened accordingly." Eld. S. Meek was to "write 
the letter of correspondence and forward the 
Minutes to our sister, the Saline Association in 
Arkansas". No doubt, this correspondence was 
initiated by Eld. Pratt and others who had come 
from this Association. 

During 1847 Eld. Pratt traveled widely in 
mission work, pastored Spring Creek Church in 
Benton, and was elected moderator of the Saline 
Association. The Philadelphia Church granted 
letters of dismission and sent their pastor and 
deacons to assist in organizing their members 
who lived west of the Saline River into Brushy 
Creek Church on the first Sunday in November, 
1847. Members of the organizing presbytery were: 
Eld. Joab Pratt, pastor, and Elders John Hesson, 
Cornelius Cain, and Eli Safull and Deacon John 
Pratt. 

Therefore, these roots of the Philadelphia 
Baptist Church, oldest current member of the 
Pine Bluff Association may be established. 

The organization of Shiloh Missionary 
Baptist Church, presently the second oldest 
church in the Pine Bluff Association in June, 
1848, was the result of mission efforts by Miles 
Milford Wallace. Assisting on the presbytery 
were Eld. Joab Pratt, pastor of Philadelphia, and 
Eld. Aaron Bolt, pastor of Spring Creek. 

Late in 1848 or early in 1849 Eld Pratt 
moved to Union County, and was reported to have 


preached the first sermon in El Dorado. In 1844 
New London Baptist Church, Union Co., was or- 


ganized with Eld. Joab Pratt as its first pastor.98 
The biographical sketch taken from the history 
of Haysop Church by Charles E. Boyd concluded: 
"Always the circuit rider, Elder Pratt traveled 
over Union County starting new Baptist congre- 
gations. Records of at least half a dozen Union 
County churches, some of them now extinct, 
show Elder Pratt as a presbyter or first pastor. 
Old Springhill Baptist Church, later called Cale- 
donia for the community in which it was located, 
was a center for former Alabamians. Elder Pratt 
was its first pastor (1848) and continued in ser- 
vice for a number of years. Some of his descen- 
dants still live in Union County." 

Many pioneers who eventually helped or- 
ganize Baptist Churches in Jefferson and Grant 
counties came from South Carolina, particularly 
Lexington District. Among those from the Lex- 
ington District were the Gartmans, Taylors, 
Ramicks, Lybrands, and Wingarts. Most of these 
people became Baptists after settling in Grant Co. 

Eld. Miles Milford Wallace, who orga- 
nized the Spring Hill and Shiloh churches was 
also from South Carolina. 

Another source of several churches in 
Grant Co. was a group which migrated from An- 
son Co., NC to Fayette Co., AL and then possibly 
by 1840, but certainly by 1852, to the Old Belfast 
community, seven miles north of Sheridan. It 
appears these people were already Baptists when 
they arrived in Arkansas. Among them was Eld. 
John Walters, an ordained minister, who was the 
first pastor of record for Fairview Church. 

It is thought these people organized a New 
Hope Church in the Tull-Old Belfast area which 
was represented in the Saline Association in 
1843. By 1853 the Liberty Church had been orga- 
nized in the Old Belfast area and represented in 
the Saline Association. This church became one 
of the strongest churches in Grant Co., and sup- 
plied many leaders in associated work, who as- 
sisted in establishing other churches. Because of 
a population shift, the church closed its doors in 
1946. 
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Location of Salem Baptist Church, the first Baptist Church in Arkansas, organized in 1818. The map 
shows a portion of what is now Randolph Co., which was part of Lawrence Co. in 1818. The church eventually 
met in the Jarrett School House, which was about five miles north of Pocahontas, near where State Highway 328 
crosses the Fourche Creek (top left), which at the time was usually known as the Fourche-a-Thomas River. 

Salem Baptist Church was established as a result of mission work done by the Bethel Association, of 
Southeast Missouri, which was organized in 1816. The Bethel Baptist Church, from which the Association drew 
its name, erected the first non-Catholic house of worship west of the Mississippi River in 1809. An artists 


drawing of the Bethel Church, which was located about 1.5 miles south of Jackson, MO, is shown in the picture on 
the lower left. 
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From 1812 to 1819 Arkansas was part of 
the Missouri Territory. Settlement was encour- 
aged when Congress granted land to settlers who 
had lost their possessions in the New Madrid 
Earthquake in 1811, and in 1814 two million 
acres of land was granted to soldiers who had 
served in the War of 1812. Settlement was made 
possible by following the Southwestern Trail, 
which led from St. Louis, southwestward through 
Arkansas to Mexico. ! 

When Arkansas became a state and was 
admitted to the Union in 1836, J. S. Rogers 
stated? "the 50,000 plus inhabitants experienced 
a new and greater impulse of patriotism and all 
groups and classes of people were drawn closer 
together and felt a new pride in Arkansas." 
Rogers also noted, "An awful nationwide panic in 
1837 sent multiplied thousands of people pouring 
into the State from across the Mississippi River, 
so that by 1840 Arkansas had a population of 
almost 100,000. A spirit of progress and a ten- 
dency to unite prevailed over the State in the for- 
ties and Baptists caught it." 

It was within that spirit the first churches 
and associations developed. As with any frontier 
area, great stretches of unfrequented areas made 
people desire fellowship. Such was the case with 
the first Baptist congregations, and therefore, as- 
sociations soon followed the planting of local 
churches. Within the Saline Association, mes- 
sengers traveled over 100 miles to attend associa- 
tional meetings. Within the Rocky Bayou As- 
sociation, located in the north central part of the 
State, churches as far away as Phillips Co. peti- 
tioned for membership and sought fellowship. It 
was within this climate that the first associa- 
tions arose, and the pastors and messengers 
spent several days attending these associations, 
as well as several days in travel to and from the 
associations. 

The Bethel Association was organized in 
1816, as the first Baptist Association west of the 
Mississippi River. The Association was an out- 
growth of the Bethel Baptist Church, the second 
church organized in Missouri Territory, but the 
first permanent church. Bethel Church was orga- 
nized in 1806 and soon afterwards built a house 
of worship. According to F. H. Tong (p. 15) this 
was the first non-Catholic house of worship built 
west of the Mississippi River. Tong also stated (p. 
18), "The Bethel Church sent messengers to the 
Red River Association, KY in 1810, and continued 
to do so until the formation of the Bethel Associ- 
ation in 1816...." 

The first gathering to form an association 
was held in June, 1816, at the Bethel Church, 
near Jackson, in Cape Giradeau Co. The opening 
message was preached by Eld. James Edwards. 


Isaac Shepherd was chosen as Moderator and 
Thomas Bull was chosen as Clerk. 

The permanent organization was com- 
pleted in September. Tong stated (p. 22-23), "The 
First Baptist Association west of the great River 
was thus organized and called Bethel, after the 
church with which it met. The Bethel, Tywappity, 
Providence, Barren, Belview, St. Francois and 
Dry Creek Churches were the constituents of this 
association, and their aggregate membership was 
230. Eld. Thomas Donahue preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon on this memorable occasion. 
The preachers, who were members of this Associ- 
ation, were Henry Cockersham, John Farrar, 
William Street and James P. Edwards." 

In 1817 James Philip Edwards was ap- 
pointed to preach and to organize churches in the 
southern part of Missouri territory. Hinson 
stated (p. 4), during his first year Edwards trav- 
eled more than a thousand miles visiting the 
widely scattered pioneer settlements. 


First Churches in Arkansas 

The first church in what was still Mis- 
souri Territory was organized in Lawrence Co. on 
the Fourche-a-Thomas River in 1818. This 
church, known as Salem, was organized through 
the efforts of Elders James Philip Edwards, 
Benjamin Clark, and Jesse James, who had been 
sent to the area to do mission work by the Bethel 
Association. 

The church was located about four miles 
west of Maynard on the Southwest Trail, which is 
present State Hwy. 328. Elders Clark and James 
were the ministers to the twelve member congre- 
gation, located on the east side of Fourche-a- 
Thomas in Lawrence Co. At that time Lawrence 
Co. included most of NE Arkansas. 

How long Salem Church existed is un- 
known. The Lindseys and the group from Ken- 
tucky had settled in the area about 1815. How- 
ever, the first official record of Caleb Lindsey's 
affiliation with a church was in 1823. 


The Minutes of the Bethel Association for 
Sep. 26, 1818, reported: 

"A letter from Salem Church on Thomas 
Creek in Lawrence County (constituted the 
present year) was received. Upon being found 
orthodox was received by the moderator giving 
their delegates the right hand of fellowship and 
their names to be entered on the minutes." 

That entry read as follows: 

"Lawrence, Salem, Benjamin Clark, Jesse 
James, Richard Brazil, 12 members." 

At this meeting the Association was di- 
vided into divisions, with Salem being assigned 
to the Fourth Division. A meeting was scheduled 
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to meet at Salem on the Second Lord's Day in Au- 
gust, 1919, with Bro. Redding to preach first. 
1819 

The 1819 meeting was held with Belleview 
Church, Washington Co., MO. 

The Salem Church in Lawrence Co. sent 
no delegates, but was represented by letter. The 
church had baptized two, but had dismissed 12 by 
letter. At least two who had represented Salem in 
1818, represented a new church. 

That new church was named Union, also 
in Lawrence Co., with the note, "raised the pre- 
sent session." Union was represented by Jesse 
James and Richard Brazil. 

The Fourth District meeting was set for 
Union Church, in August, with Bro. Street to 
preach. 

1820 

The 1820 meeting was held at Bethel Meet- 
ing House, near Jackson, with 11 churches repre- 
sented. 

Salem, Lawrence Co., was represented by 
Benjamin Clark, and Jesse Spencer. The church 
had received three by baptism and two by letter, 
making a total of 15 members. 

Union, Lawrence Co., was represented by 
Jesse James, Richard Brazil and Wilis Wilson. 
Union had received ten by baptism, four by letter, 
for a total of 27 members. 

The Forth District Quarterly meeting was 
set for the first Lord's Day in August, with 
Thomas P. Green to preach. 

Item #12 read as follows: "Received by Eld. 
J. P. Edwards a petition from some brethren in 
Lawrence Co., A. T., requesting help to constitute 
them into a church. Resolved that Elders Thomas 
Donohoe and Edwards be requested to visit them 
and that the Association allow them at the rate of 
$20 per month, $10 to be paid to each in advance." 
Eld. Donohoe was from Barren Church, St. 
Genevieve Co. 

1821 

The 1821 session was held at Providence 
Meeting House, Madison Co., MO. 

The Salem Church had dismissed 7 by let- 
ter, leaving 8 members. 

The Union Church had received 13 by ex- 
perience, and _ 5 by letter. They had dismissed 5 by 
letter, and reported 41 members. 

1822 

The 1822 meeting was held at the Bethel 
meeting house, near Jackson. Neither of the 
Arkansas churches was represented. The minute 
reported: 

"Union Church, no intelligence or mes- 
senger, 8 members 

"Salem Church, no intelligence or mes- 
senger, 14 members." 

However, the minute stated the Associa- 
tion requested Elders Clark, Edwards, and 
William Street to visit some brethren in the 
Arkansas Territory who wished to be organized 


into a church. The result of these visits was the 
organization of another Union Church anda 
church called Little Flock, both in Lawrence Co. 
The Little Flock joined the Bethel Association in 
1823. The petition of the Union Church could not 
be considered because they were not represented 
by a messenger. The location of these churches is 
not known. 
1823 

The 1823 meeting was held at Providence 
meeting house, Madison Co., MO on Sep. 27-29. 
Fifteen churches were represented. 

The minutes reported a letter had been re- 
ceived from Union Church on Cypress [Creek??], 
Lawrence Co. "This church and the church Little 
Flock were organized in fulfilling the request last 
year. There being no messenger from Union, she 
could not be received, the constitution requiring 
a letter and messenger.” 

The Committee on Arrangements in- 
cluded Brethren Hutchens, Edwards and [Caleb] 
Lindsey, with the Moderator and Clerk. 

The: three Lawrence Co: Churches’ re- 
ported: 

Salem, represented by Carey James, 1 re- 
ceived by letter, 3 dismissed by letter, leaving 5 
members 

Union, represented by Jesse James, re- 
ported 2 dismissed by letter, leaving 29 members. 

Little Flock, represented by Caleb Lindsey 
and John Woods, reported 18 members. 

At this meeting the Bethel and Hebron 
Churches were dismissed to form the Cape Gi- 
radeau Association, June, 1824. 


1824 
None of the Arkansas churches were rep- 
resented in the 1824 meeting. 


1825 

The 1825 meeting was held at St. Francis 
meeting house, Wayne Co., with six churches rep- 
resented. 

Only the Little Flock Church from 
Arkansas was represented. The church reported 2 
by baptism, 2 by letter, and 3 dismissed by letter, 
leaving 29 members. 

The next minute of the Bethel Association 
was the 1834 minute. This meeting was held with 
the Black River Church, Washington Co., MO. 

There was a Salem Church, represented by 
Jacob Stout, but no letter. There was also a Union 
Church, represented by Henry Young, William 
Haile, and Alexander Patterson. 

However, it appears these churches were 
located in MO, and had no relationship to the 
previous AR churches. 

Eld. Henry McElmurray was present and 
preached at this meeting. He would participate in 
the organization of the Black River Association, 
and serve as its Moderator in 1835. 

Therefore, there were four churches in 
Lawrence Co., A. T. by 1823. Caleb Lindsey repre- 
sented the Little Flock Church in 1823. One other 
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messenger, Richard Brazil, was a messenger to 

the organizational meeting of the Saline Associ- 

le as a messenger from Union Church, Saline 
O. 

We have no definite knowledge of what 
happened to these churches. However, David Orr 
wrote that by the time he and his missionary 
team surveyed the area in 1829, they only found 
"a few scattered lambs," and further stated the 
churches had failed because of lack of preaching. 
Based on later knowledge, it is likely that other 
families followed the same migration of the 
Lindseys, et. al., and left the churches without 
sufficient members to continue. 

Leroy Carson Tedford wrote a History of 
the Current River Association in 1947. He re- 
ported on a church built near the site of the origi- 
nal Salem Church about 1835: "A log house was 
built and used for services until sometime in the 
1850's. Mr. W. H. Jarrett who was reared in that 
community...related that he remembered being 
in the old log house when he was a boy and that it 
stood about 50 feet south of the old Jarrett Store. 
In 1937 Association Missionary, W. O. Taylor, 
followed this lead and found the outline of the old 
foundation and a pile of stones which obviously 
came out of the foundation and chimney. And on 
that very spot he organized another Baptist 
church which now bears the name of Columbia- 
Jarrett."3 

An article in the Oct. 21, 1993, Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine carried the sub-title, 
"Columbia Jarrett traces history to state's first 
Baptist congregation." The article starts, 
"Columbia Jarrett Church, founded as Salem 
Church and believed to be the first Baptist church 
in Arkansas observed its 175th anniversary Sep. 
205, 

The article later states, "Salem Church 
was inactive for approximately 10 years as a re- 
sult of a strong anti-mission effort led by some 
Baptists in the area... This name change occurred 
in 1937 when the church moved approximately 
200 yards away from the original site."4 

It should be stated there is no evidence to 
link the present Columbia Jarrett Church with 
the Salem Church. Leroy Carson Tedford, who 
wrote the article cited above, stated the Columbia 
Jarrett Church was organized in 1937.° 

The Arkansas Baptist History Commis- 
sion placed a marker near the suggested site of 
the Bethel Church which reads: 

"Site of Salem Church, organized 1818, 
The First Baptist Church constituted in 
Arkansas. 

"Columbia Jarrett Baptist Church, reor- 
ganized in 1937 in joint effort with A.B.S.C. 

"This monument was erected September 
26, 1953 in memory of the original site which 
was approximately 200 yards west of this 
marker." 


The Lindsey Family 

Caleb Lindsey was born in Caroline Co., 
VA in 1767. He married Sarah Young about 1790. 
He was commissioned a Justice of Peace in 
Christian Co., KY on March 9, 1812. Lindsey was 
a surveyor by profession. He was noted of record 
in Arkansas Territory in 1819. Some sources 
place his entrance into Lawrence Co., AR as early 
as 1815. 

From the Counties of Christian and Trigg, 
Ky., we have a reference to the settlement made 
about 1790 by the family of Abraham Boyd, fol- 
lowed by this comment: "About the same time of 
Boyd's arrival, or perhaps a little earlier, a small 
settlement was made on Donaldson Creek. 
Among the first the settle in this area 
were...Josiah Lindsey, and brothers, James, 
Caleb, and Carlton."6 

The following quote clearly establishes 
the linkage between the Lindsey, Fletcher and 
Davis families: "When John Gould Fletcher left 
the Watunga settlement he went to Steward 
County, Tennessee, [just across the line from 
Christian and Trigg Counties in KY]. In that 
neighborhood the Fletchers and the Lindseys be- 
gan to intermarry, and in the after migration to 
Christian County, Kentucky, and Randolph 
County, Arkansas, went together. Caleb Lindsey, 
the father of Mary Lindsey, who married Henry L. 
Fletcher, had in addition to Mary, six other chil- 
dren: Betsy, who married Martin Fletcher, a 
brother of Henry L. Fletcher, and who died in Pu- 
laski County in December, 1826, [Saline County 
was not created until 1835] Abijah Davis and 
Richard Fletcher, administering upon his estate; 
John Young Lindsey, who married Jennie Davis; 
Agnes Lindsey, who married Richard Fletcher, 
another brother of Henry L. Fletcher... Henry 
Lewis Fletcher died in Saline County in 1855, 
Caleb Lindsey, Sr., died in Pulaski County in 
November, 1826."” 

That quote should help us identify the 
"group of Kentuckians" who settled on the 
Fourche-a-Thomas River in Randolph Co. in 
1815. That the relationship continued between 
the families is indicated by the minutes of the ill- 
fated State Association in 1839 which shows that 
John Y. Lindsey and David Dodd were listed as 
managers. Henry L. Fletcher [who married Cale- 
b's sister], Abijah Davis [father of Jeannie or 
Jane, wife of John Y. Lindsey] and Thomas A. 
Reeder were listed as messengers. 

The first information relative to church 
affiliations for Caleb Lindsey, and his wife, 
Sarah, is found in the records of Spring Creek of 
West Fork Church, a member of the Red River As- 
sociation.® This church had established a "wing" 
at Dry Creek, Christian Co. [now Trigg Co.], 
which was organized into a church on Oct. 26, 
1805. 

The Dry Creek records state that Sarah 
Lindsey was received by letter, and Caleb Lindsey 
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was received by experience on Sep. 17, 1803, and 
was baptized the next day. 

The minutes for Oct. 27, 1804 were signed 
by Caleb Lindsey. On that day Dry Creek received 
Charles Brandon by experience. A Charles 
Brandon will be noted later in the chapter as a 
member of the Salem Church, on the Alum Fork 
of Saline River. 

On March 23, the minute records, "Bro. 
Caleb Lindsey was chosen and ordained Deacon 
of this church." The minute of May 25, 1805 was 
signed by Caleb Lindsey, Clerk. 

The minute for August 24, 1805, again 
signed by Caleb Lindsey, stated that James Lind- 
sey joined the "wing on Dry Creek" by experience. 
James was Caleb's brother. He and his family 
also came to central Arkansas, and settled in the 
Tull area. James was the grandfather of Rufus M. 
Lindsey, who was a pastor and missionary in 
Grant and Hot Spring counties from 1869. 

When the Dry Creek Church was orga- 
nized on Oct. 26, 1805, the list of members in- 
cluded Caleb and Sarah Lindsey, James Lindsey, 
and Charles and Rachel Brandon. The official 
record of the Spring Creek Church read, "The 
wing on Dry Creek petitioned Body for a letter of 
dismission and helps as a Presbytery to consti- 
tute them into a separate church if found ripe 
therefore. Whereupon the clerk is requested to 
furnish them with a letter of dismission and 
helps as a Presbytery to constitute a separate 
church if found ripe." The presbytery was Elders 
Emmanuel Skinner and Jesse Brooks, and dea- 
con Elias Fort and Sugg Fort. 

Eld. Emmanuel Skinner was pastor of the 
church in a listing of members recorded in May, 
1816. This list notes that the Lindseys and Bran- 
dons had been dismissed by letter.2 We have no 
definite record of Caleb Lindsey again until 1823 
when he represented the Little Flock Church at 
the meeting of the Bethel Association. Neither do 
we have a record of when John Y. Lindsey was 
baptized and joined a Baptist Church. 

John Young Lindsey, who moved with his 
family and others from Kentucky to the center of 
the State began preaching in 1836 [according to 
A.L. Hay] and served as pastor of the Kentucky 
Church for over twenty-eight years. Eld. Lindsey 
was ordained in 1845 in response to a request 
made to Spring Creek Church by the Kentucky 
Church. 

Eld. Lindsey was very influential among 
the Baptists of central Arkansas, pastoring sev- 
eral churches, and helping organize many others. 
He served as Moderator of the Saline Association 
from 1855 through the 1862 session. 


Kentucky Baptist Church 
According to one source, Kentucky Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church was organized as early as 
1822. However, that same source indicated the 
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church was organized by Silas T. Toncray, who 
came to Little Rock in July of 1824. 

However, based on family testimony and 
most evidence, 1825 appears to be a more likely 
date. Nevertheless, Kentucky is the oldest contin- 
uous Baptist Church in Arkansas. 

After originating in the area of Christian 
Co., KY, the families responsible for establishing 
Kentucky Missionary Baptist Church, settled 
temporarily in Randolph Co, AR about 1815. Sev- 
eral Baptist churches (now extinct) were founded 
under the influence of these migrants. 1° 

About 1825 twelve families left that re- 
gion and headed down the "Southwest Trail" to- 
ward central Arkansas. After a difficult and tir- 
ing journey, the group settled temporarily at Col- 
legeville, about 12 miles southwest of Little Rock. 
After a period of recuperation the group resumed 
their movement to the southwest, and after 
abandoning the Military Trail, they headed west, 
cutting a road through the woods. They eventu- 
ally settled about five miles west of Benton, near 
the Saline River, and founded a community 
called "Lindsey Settlement," near the present lo- 
cation of the church and cemetery. 

Choosing the name Kentucky Baptist 
Church, this was the first church organized 
within the present bounds of Saline Co. Although 
the official records of the organization have been 
lost, informants have confirmed the original 
members were from the Lindsey, Fletcher, 
Spenser and Davis families. Several descendants 
from these charter members still live in the area. 
From its organization until the first building was 
erected in 1832, the church members congregated 
in the homes of the various member-families. 

In addition to being closely related by kin 
and marriage, most of the group were Baptists. 
John Young Lindsey, the son of Caleb Lindsey, 
was first a deacon, and then in 1841 was licensed 
and became became pastor of the church and 
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served until his death in 1866. Caleb Lindsey died 
and was buried in Kentucky Cemetery in 1826.11 

An interesting article on "Arkansas Bap- 
tist Churches" was written by A. L. Hay, from 
Camden, and was printed in the Christian Repos- 
itory in 1858. This article is the source of the 
1822 date for the organization of the church and 
the suggestion that Eld. Silas T. Toncray was the 
first pastor. The article is also a source of in- 
teresting Lindsey family information. The arti- 
cle stated: 

"The Kentucky Baptist Church in Saline 
county was formed in 1822, and enjoyed the min- 
istry of one who remained in the State but six 
years [Toncray]. Then it was left without a minis- 
ter. The members met monthly, and often 
weekly. After some time, quite a number desired 
baptism. In 1830, a Campbellite minister came 
among them, and began his efforts by attempting 
to show that there was but the ‘shadow of a 
shade's difference’ existing, and preached to them 
Reformation. Being without a minister, he 
preached frequently for them during the space of 
four years--and without success--all the time 
quite a number desiring baptism. After this long 
time, they were visited by a Baptist minister, who 
baptized these willing converts; and during his 
last visits, a young Deacon, John Y. Lindsay, was 
ordained, and soon became their pastor (perhaps 
in 1836), and has continued with them. He is now 
old. In the Kentucky Church are four of his 
daughters, and three of their husbands. The 
writer passed a communion season with Bro. 
Lindsay. His daughters and sons-in-law were 
making their quarterly visit. The large family-- 
embracing many grand-children--spent the two 
days together, reminding the writer of the visits 
the Patriarchs received. 

"During the score of years passed by Bro. 
Lindsay, he has been very useful--often preaching 
where none had gone before him, and baptizing 
those who had not witnessed the ordinance. His 
sermons are good, sufficiently Calvinistic, and 
take the ground that Baptist ministers have all 
they can possibly do in taking care of their own 
immediate fields. Though preaching so long in 
the communities, he finds very much yet to do, 
and is gratified when another minister becomes a 
neighbor." !2 

According to the above source, Eld. Silas 
T. Toncray, a Baptist preacher who was also from 
Kentucky, may have assisted in the organization. 
It is also believed he served as first pastor of the 
church, until he moved to Memphis about 1830. 
Toncray came to Little Rock in July, 1824, and 
organized the Little Rock Church that same 
month.!3 He also led in organizing the Little 
Rock Baptist Association later that year, of 
which Kentucky Baptist Church was a member by 
1828. 

The further history of Kentucky Church 
will be better understood by understanding more 


about Elder Toncray and his ministry in Central 
Arkansas. 


Little Rock Association of Regular Baptists 

Silas T. Toncray, who came to Little Rock 
in July of 1824, was a Baptist preacher by profes- 
sion, and a silversmith and jeweler by trade. Eld. 
Toncray was ordained in July, 1821, at Brashears 
Creek in Shelby Co., KY. He had served as clerk of 
the Long Run Association and was held in high 
esteem by his fellow Baptists as "a young 
preacher of excellent attainments."!4 

Eld. Toncray sent the following an- 
nouncement to his brother-in-law, Isaac 
Watkins, for publication. Elder Toncray an- 
nounced a meeting in the July 16 Arkansas 
Gazette to be held the fourth Sunday of July "to 
constitute a regular church of Jesus Christ..." 

Toncray's announcement read: 

"For the promotion of morality, and the 
prosperity of the Redeemer's Kingdom in this part 
of the world, I design to constitute a regular 
Church of Jesus Christ, on the fourth Saturday of 
July (instant), at the State House in this town; but 
if any public business should interfere, the con- 
stitution will take place at the house of Mr. Isaac 
Watkins at 11 o'clock A.M. 

"Those persons who have been regularly 
dismissed from regular Baptist churches, are no- 
tified to attend, and are invited to engage in the 
work, if they wish to do so. 

"The great design of regularly organized 
churches is to help Christians forward in their 
progress to Zion, and to operate as a check upon 
vice and immorality, and thus become as the salt 
of the earth, or as a light in the midst of a dark 
and benighted land, to guide the footsteps of 
weary travelers to the mansions of eternal glory, 
and in order to carry into operation the will of 
heaven, it is necessary to become a regularly con- 
stituted church of Jesus Christ, in order to carry 
on the public worship of God, maintain the ordi- 
nances of the gospel, etc., together with a great 
many other solemn duties imposed on us by the 
great head of the church, for our comfort and 
consolation, that we may wait upon God without 
distraction, and serve him in the beauty of holi- 
ness."15 

This meeting was held July 24 at the home 
of Major Isaac Watkins, Eld. Toncray's brother- 
in-law. Isaac Watkins and his wife, Maria 
Toncray, had come to Little Rock perhaps as 
early as 1822. 

E. Glenn Hinson gave insight into living 
conditions in Little Rock at this time: 

"When Watkins and his family arrived in 
Little Rock, the only house available was a log 
cabin near the intersection of Fourth and Scott 
Streets, then on the extreme outskirts of the 
town. Here they moved until they could construct 
a frame house into which they moved the follow- 
ing year. Mrs. Watkins found only one other 
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woman in Little Rock when she arrived, Eliza 
Cunningham, the wife of Dr. Matthew Cunning- 
ham, who had settled there two or three months 
before the Watkins arrival."!® 

Watkins suffered an untimely death when 
he was killed in 1827 by a man who mistook him 
for John Smith, who had destroyed some of his 
livestock. 

In November, 1824, Eld. Silas Toncray led 
in the formation of the Little Rock Association of 
Regular Baptists. The association was formed 
with messengers from the Little Rock Church 
with ten members, Salem Church in Clark Co. 
with twelve members, and Arkansas Church 
(Pecannerie) in Conway Co., with three members, 
for a total membership of 25. 

Eld. Toncray was Moderator for the 1824 
and 1825 sessions, and Isaac Watkins served as 
Clerk. Toncray also brought the opening message 
at the first session. According to the doctrinal 
statement adopted, the group believed in the 
Covenant of Redemption, Limited Atonement, Ef- 
fectual Calling, but also Freedom of the Will. 
They also expressed belief in "close" communion. 

1825 Meeting 

The 1825 meeting was held with Salem 
Church in Clark Co., Nov. 5-7. This church was 
located on the Alum Fork of Saline River, about 
six miles NW of Owensville, on the Sulphur 
Springs Road, in what is now western Saline Co. 
Five churches were in the association by this 
tine: 

Little Rock Church, 12 members, Silas T. 
Toncray and Isaac Watkins, messengers 

Salem Church, 6 members, Charles 
Brandon, George Stroope, and Silas Dodd, mes- 
sengers.!” This church was organized shortly af- 
ter the Kentucky Church. This church later 
joined the Saline Association, and was active in 
associational participation until it became ex- 
tinct about 1921. 

Little Flock, Clark Co., 8 members, Josiah 
Smalley, messenger. This church was located on 
the Terre Noir Creek. 

Arkansas Church (Pecannerie), Conway 
Co., 4 members, a letter, but no messenger due to 
sickness. As suggested previously, Silas Toncray 
was known to have traveled in the vicinity of this 
church, located in Cadron township. Therefore, 
he was probably the founder of the church. 

Little Flock, Crawford Co., 10 members 
(with five awaiting baptism), represented by let- 
ter. The Little Flock Church was also constituted 
by Eld. Toncray, who labored extensively in that 
area. This church also sent messengers to the 
1828 meeting. 18 

Rogers also suggested that Toncray "seems 
to have been the organizer of Arkansas Church at 
old Caldron and of Little Flock Church in Craw- 
ford Co."19 (at that time Crawford Co. included a 
much larger area) 


These churches reported ten additions, 
including six by baptism. A request was received 
from the Arkansas Church that Christmas Day 
be set aside as a day of fasting and prayer in each 
of the churches. The preachers in the association 
were Silas T. Toncray, Charles Brandon, Josiah 
Smalley and Silas Dodd.29 

The 12-member Little Rock Church 
erected the first church building in Little Rock in 
1825. The building, located on the south side of 
Third Street, between Main and Scott, was used 
by all denominations. It was also used for some 
committees, and possibly the State Legislature, 
after Arkansas became a State. 

1828 

Eight churches were participating in the 
Association by 1828: Little Rock, Salem, Ken- 
tucky, Saline, Little Flock, and Copperas Creek 
in Perry Co, with a total of 88 members.? |! 

Another church represented in the Little 
Rock Association in 1828 was Saline Church. 
This church was also represented in the organi- 
zation of the Saline Association in 1836. Based 
on available information, some of the original 
settlers accompanying the group that established 
the Kentucky Church desired to settle on the 
south side of the Saline River, and continue as 
part of the Kentucky Church. However, the fre- 
quent flooding of the Saline River made this im- 
practicable. Therefore, these people originated a 
separate church by 1828. Later the church was 
moved about 1.5 miles south, and now continues 
as the Mt. View Missionary Baptist Church. 

In 1830 Toncray was called to Memphis 
by the death of his brother and did not return to 
Little Rock. The last mention of Silas T. Toncray 
was as a representative, and possibly pastor, of 
the First Church in Louisville, to the organiza- 
tional meeting of the Kentucky Baptist State 
Convention in 1832.22 His death was Feb. 11, 
1847. 

The Little Rock Baptist Church was with- 
out a pastor after Toncray left. In May of 1832, 
Benjamin F. Hall, another Kentucky preacher, 
moved to Little Rock. Hall, a disciple of the "re- 
form" movement of Alexander Campbell, 
promptly set about to take over and convert the 
Little Rock Church. 

He held a revival meeting in the Baptist 
meeting house. J. S. Rogers reported, "Most of the 
members were captivated and captured by him." 
As a result, on July 4, 1832, a majority of the 
members met "for the purpose of renouncing 
their creed, rules of decorum, their name and ev- 
ery other appendage of human invention, taking 
only Jesus as their King and Lawgiver." The 
Arkansas Gazette writer continued, "Following 
this drastic change, they adopted resolutions 
proclaiming themselves as 'Christians' and their 
church as the 'Christian Church.""23 The official 
history of the present First Christian Church ac- 
knowledges its beginning as a Baptist Church. 


Il. Early Arkansas Settlers and Churches 31 


Because of Campbell's association with 
some Baptist churches in the eastern states, at 
the inception of Campbellism many of the Bap- 
tist teachings were retained. In fact, the church at 
Little Rock continued to be known as the Little 
Rock Baptist Church.24 


Influence on Kentucky Church 

After Eld. Toncray left the area, the faith- 
ful group at Lindsey Settlement continued weekly 
meetings for fellowship and Bible study. By 1832 
the congregation had reached sufficient numbers 
to prompt John Y. Lindsey to construct a building 
for the church. This original log building was 
south of the cemetery site, and also south of 
Highway 5 and the present church building.2° 

Among the membership of this "reformed 
Baptist Church" was Judge Charles Caldwell and 
family. Judge Caldwell moved his family to the 
Lindsey settlement on the Saline River and 
opened a large mill. In 1833 the post office was 
moved to his home and renamed Caldwellton.2® 
As new residents of the community, Judge Cald- 
well and his family became associated with the 
Kentucky Baptist Church. 

Through Caldwell's efforts, William W. 
Stevenson, who had become pastor of the Little 
Rock Christian Church, "came among them" and 
began an effort to convert the people of Kentucky 
Church to the reformation movement. Writing in 
1838, Stevenson reported, "The brethren on the 
Saline are left without a preacher. They peti- 
tioned [my] church for aid." Stevenson attempted 
to show there was but "the shadow of a shade's 
difference" between his teachings and the views 
held by the Baptists.27 

As stated in the A. L. Hay article, Steven- 
son apparently preached at Kentucky for several 
years; however, his efforts met with little success, 
and the church remained staunch in its Baptist 
convictions. 


Kentucky History Continued 

Sometime after 1834 the Kentucky 
Church was visited by a Baptist minister. It could 
have been Samuel Henderson, who came to the 
area by 1836, or Silas Dodd, from the Salem 
Church. Several converts were baptized and John 
Y. Lindsey was ordained as a deacon. Under the 
Baptist preaching, the effect of the "reformation 
movement" ceased to exercise influence. Finally, 
John Y. Lindsey was liscensed as a Baptist 
preacher in 1841 and was ordained in 1845.28 In 
1843 the church petitioned and was received into 
the Saline Baptist Association, reporting 15 
members. The messengers were John Y. Lindsey, 
Cary James, and T. Terry. 

After his ordination, Eld. John Y. Lindsey 
became one of the most widely known and re- 
spected Baptist pastors in central Arkansas. Eld. 
Lindsey participated in the organization of 


DeRoche Church, near Bismark (October, 1847). 
From this church, the oldest current member of 
the Saline Association, many other churches 
were organized. Eld. Lindsey organized the Mar- 
ble Church in 1848 and pastored the church until 
May, 1854. He also pastored Fairplay Church 
from 1855 until 1860. He was moderator of the 
Saline Missionary Baptist Association from 
1855 until the sessions were discontinued by the 
effects of the Civil War in 1862. 

Js S..ROgerS. Trélermed to sneaaiicles iy 
Ford's Repository, and reported the article 
"speaks of Lindsey's large family and his great 
work in preaching over a wide section, taking 
and holding ground for Baptists. He preached 
long sermons and often took all the congregation 
home with him for (noon) dinner. He was an ag- 
gressive prosperous man."29 

In the history of First Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, J. S. Rogers reported, "The benches were 
handslabs, dressed on one side, a 'puncheon' 
floor, with candles for light. Itinerant Baptist 
ministers from a wide range of this then sparsely 
settled region were the occasional messengers. It 
is said that 'Uncle' John Young Lindsey, Saline 
County, sometimes preached two hours,..." 

The Civil War took its toll on the Lindsey 
family, as well as most families in the South. 
Their estate was raided several times, and most 
of their possessions were plundered. Eld. Lindsey 
died in September of 1866 and was buried in Ken- 
tucky Cemetery.°9 

In 1956 the State Association erected a 
bronze historical marker in front of the Ken- 
tucky Church. The marker reads: 


KENTUCKY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
ORGANIZED 1822 

THE” FIRST “AND OLDEST Spares. 
CHURCH SOUTH OF THE ARKANSAS RIVER IN 
ARKANSAS TERRITORY. AMONG ITS EARLY 
MEMBERS AND PASTORS WAS THE ILLUSTRI- 
OUS JOHN YOUNG LINDSEY. CHARTER MEM- 
BERS CAME FROM UNITED MISSIONARY BAP- 
TISTS” CHURCHES: IN; KENTUCKY. FENGESTEE 
NAME. FROM ITS BEGINNING THIS CHURCH 
HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH ASSOCIATION 
BAPTISTS. ITS PRESENT: FELLOWSHIP IN THE 
SALINE ASSOCIATION OF MISSIONARY BAP- 


TISTS HAS BEEN’ CONTINUOUS SINCE ABOUT 


1836. “KENTUCKY “MISSIONARY pAb iin 
CHURCH IS THE MOTHER OF (MOST *sOUTH 
ARKANSAS BAPTIST CHURCHES AND ASSOCI- 
ATIONS. 

HER. PAST IS-GLORIOUS, AND HER FU- 
TURE. IS: BRIGHT “THE .GATES OF HELI SHALL 
NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT." MATTHEW 16:18 

PASTOR: CHARLES HELMS 

COMMITTEE STATE ASSOCIATION OF 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCHES: L. D. FORE- 
MAN, PAUL GOODWIN, C.N. GLOVER 
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Mission Work in North Arkansas, 
led by Elder David Orr 

Other mission work was done in 
Arkansas Territory under the leadership of 
David Orr. David Orr was born in Bourbon Co., 
KY in 1798. He was converted and baptized by 
Jeremiah Vardaman, a celebrated Kentucky 
revival preacher.?! 

P.S.G. Watson reported that Eld. Orr 
moved to Southwest Missouri, near Cape Gi- 
radeau and Jackson, and gave this description, 
"Eld. Orr was over 6 feet high, slim, straight, 
long-faced, high forehead, long chin and thin 
lips, long nose, deep, sunken, piercing, black 
eyes, and long, black curly hair, sprinkled with 
gray when I saw him first, in January, 1844. 

"Nature had done much for Eld. Orr, and 
his education was superior to that of his hear- 
ers, therefore for some years he possessed al- 
most unlimited influence! As a preacher and 
fire-side companion, he had no superior in all 
that region!... His labors were abundant, in 
preaching, organizing churches, ordaining 
ministers and deacons, and in correspondence. 
He was a leading member of the Territorial Leg- 
islature,... 

"The last few years of his life were 
mostly devoted to the practice of medicine in 
Fulton Co., AR, where he died at a good old age. 
His faithful wife survived him..."32 

David Orr had intended to only visit 
Arkansas in 1828. According to his testimony, 
"In a few days I started for the territory with the 
intention of staying five or six weeks." He re- 
mained the remainder of his life preaching and 
planting churches. He continued, "Some years 
before a missionary had been sent to visit the 
territory who had organized one or two 
churches?? but preaching not being kept up the 
flock had scattered, but some retained amidst 
the conflicting scenes a great veneration for the 
Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. This spirit 
of engagedness and solemn devotion appeared 
in the congregation when I preached. Sinners 
were awakened and mourners were brought to a 
knowledge of their sins forgiven."34 

Under the leadership of Eld. Orr, the 
Spring River Church, north of Imboden, was 
organized in Lawrence Co. in 1828, and also 
joined the Bethel Association the same year. J. 
S. Rogers stated that David Orr baptized eleven 
converts at Spring River when the church was 
organized.3° 

David Orr also led in the establishment 
of the Richland and New Hope Churches in 
1828. It is thought the New Hope Church was lo- 
cated in the general area of the present New 
Hope Church, organized in 1844. Both churches 
joined the Bethel Association in 1828. 

In 1829 Eld. Orr and his missionary 
companions, George Gill, Benjamin Hawkins, 


and Thomas Mercer, continued the church 
planting, as they established the Rehoboth and 
the Little Fork churches in Lawrence Co. They 
also led in the organization of the Spring River 
Association, composed of the five churches 
they had previously organized. By 1831 the As- 
sociation had grown to ten churches, nine of 
which had been gathered by David Orr and his 
fellow-missionaries. He served as moderator of 
the Association. 

J. S. Rogers quoted E.J.A. Kennedy who 
reported that in the spring of 1829 David Orr 
moved to Arkansas, and preached to New Hope, 
Richland, and Spring River churches in 
Lawrence Co. During that summer, he led in the 
organization of the Little North Fork Church in 
Izard Co. and Rehoboth Church in Indepen- 
dence Co. Little North Fork joined the Bethel 
Association in MO in September, 1829, but 
joined with Spring River, Richland and New 
Hope churches in asking for letters of dismis- 
sion to organize Spring River Association in 
November, 1829.96 

Also, in 1832 David Orr, George Gill, 
Benjamin Hawkins and Thomas Mercer orga- 
nized Rocky Bayou Church near Lunenburg, 
about five miles south of Melbourne.3’ The 
charter members brought letters from the 
church in Bowling Green, Ky, when they came 
to Arkansas in 1830. J. M. Pendleton became 
pastor of this church in 1837. J. S. Rogers 
summarized, "This is one of the oldest and, ina 
sense, the mother church of Rocky Bayou Asso- 
ciation; for from it nearly all the other 
churches have, either directly or indirectly 
been organized."38 

Utilizing every opportunity to "dig' 
Landmarkism, Hinson cited the case of "W. B. 
Karr, an earnest and successful missionary, 
who joined the Baptist cause by way of immer- 
sion into the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. Some churches manifested early signs 
of 'Landmarkism' by refusing to accept him 
into their fellowship. Ignoring such slights, 
Karr worked closely with Orr, an intimate 
friend, and probably ranks just under him by 
the prodigiousness of his efforts."°9 Indeed, Eld. 
W. B. Karr was pastor of the Rocky Bayou 
Church and also moderator of the Rocky Bayou 
Association from 1841 until 1846. 

According to J. S. Rogers, "The records 
of the Home Mission Society [Massachusett- 
ses] show they supported David Orr as a mis- 
sionary from 1832 until 1839. From about 1832 
until 1842 the Society employed ten missionar- 
ies in all to work in north Arkansas."49 

One of these missionaries was John B. 
Graham, who lived in Searcy Co. During 1835 
or 1836 Graham founded a church on Big Fork 
of White River, and also pastored the Little 
North Fork Church, which was organized in 
1829. In his report Graham wrote, "I reside in 
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Searcy County, on White River, near the line of 
the State of Missouri. I ride through Searcy 
County and Izard County. In the former there is 
no preacher of any denomination but myself, 
and in the north of Izard County where I ride 
they are entirely destitute; the people are poor 
and the population sparce. The settlements are 
very desirous of preaching and attend in abun- 
dance for a thinly inhabited country. The Little 
North Fork Church is in peace and there is 
prospect of a revival. Our denomination is 
gaining ground in Arkansas;..."41 


Bold Springs Church, Sharp Co. 

A church first known as Reed's Creek, 
and since about 1851 as Bold Springs, was or- 
ganized in 1833. 

At the 1899 meeting of the Spring River 
Association an announcement was made that 
an effort was being made to rebuild Old Bold 
Springs Church, with the explanation, "This 
was one of the first Baptist Churches ever 
planted in Arkansas." Indeed, this church may 
well be the oldest continuous church in north 
Arkansas. The church is located in Sharp. Co., 
about 6 miles due east of Cave City, and fellow- 
ships in the Baptist Missionary Association.42 

Rehoboth Church, five miles east of 
Batesville in the Moorefield Community, was 
organized about 1840, probably by David Orr. 
This church represented in the 1842 meeting of 
the White River Baptist Assoc. Eld. George Gill 
was listed as pastor of the 62 member con- 
gregation. There appears to be no relationship 
between this church and an earlier church or- 
ganized as early as 1829. A relationship be- 
tween Bold Springs and Rehoboth was main- 
tained in the earlier years. In fact, the original 
records of Rehoboth and Bold Springs Churches 
are contained in the same book. 


Eld. H.R.G. Gardner 

Hid RG, Gardnerscame *to the 
Moorefield Community from East Tennessee 
about 1841. He was ordained by the Hickory 
Creek United Baptist Church, Knox Co, TN on 
Nov. 2, 1833. He held his membership in the 
Rehoboth and was also pastor for several years. 

P.S.G. Watson, a contemporary, wrote, 
"Elder Gardner was a farmer and a blacksmith 
as well as a preacher. Weight about 200. Voice 
strong and rather harsh. Equally good in doc- 
trine as in exhortation. Raised a penniless or- 
phan. His education was quite moderate, yet 
sufficient for all his own practical purposes. In 
about 1845 he moved upon Reed's Creek, within 
2 miles of the Old Reed's Creek Baptist Church. 
Having a large family and being poor, he was by 
compulsion as diligent in worldly affairs as in 
spiritual; and in the course of years, found him- 
self the owner of a fine farm, good orchards, 
blacksmith shop and a country store; and the 


pastor of 3 or 4 country churches. He died at his 
home a few years ago, at advanced age, having 
outlived his excellent wife by several years."43 

Jane Allen Goodwin supplied additional 
details, "The Rehoboth Baptist Church at 
Moorefield...was the first church Elder Gardner 
pastored after coming to this state about 1841. 
In 1845, he became pastor of the Reed's Creek 
Church in Lawrence County."44 The name of the 
church was changed to Bold Springs in 1851. 
Eld. Gardner was a member of Bold Springs 
until his death, Feb. 11, 1876. 

According to Goodwin, Elder Gardner 
helped organize several Baptist Churches and 
also three associations--Salem, Independence, 
and White River Valley. Elder Gardner was 
moderator of the Salem and White River Valley 
Associations, from 1873 until his death. This 
district Association included churches in 
Woodruff, Independence, Jackson and Sharp 
counties. 

His obituary as printed in the Western 
Baptist read, "Our father in the ministry has 
fallen... 

"Bro. Gardner was one of the first to 
raise the Baptist standard in Arkansas, having 
preached successfully for thirty-three years, 
thirty-two years pastor of Bold Spring Church. 
He was a bright star of the church, esteemed by 
all, faithful in all his ministerial life. Accord- 
ing to his memorandum book, he has baptized 
about twenty-seven hundred persons. Bro. 
Gardner was not only a good preacher, but 
among one of the best pastors; has been moder- 
ator of different associations for twenty-seven 
years, and was one among the best men."49 


New Hope Church, Sharp Co. 

Another early church in what is now 
Sharp Co. was the New Hope Church, near 
Smithville, organized in 1844. Eld. P.S.G. Wat- 
son gave a personal account: "In the spring of 
1844 I formed the acquaintance of Elder James 
J. Cobb, who arrived upon Flat Creek, Lawrence 
County... Elder Cobb was an East Tennesseean, 
and a convert of Elder Dick Taliferro... In the 
summer of 1844, I assisted Elder Cobb in orga- 
nizing New Hope Baptist Church, 3 miles north 
of Smithville, in the dwelling of Carney C. 
Strugham. He and two others were the church. 
His wife was a Presbyterian. Elder Cobb was 
chosen pastor by the unanimous vote of the 
church. This church was in the midst of a vast 
region destitute of Baptist preaching, and 
within a year or two it numbered 12 members. 
Within a short time the church built a meeting 
house on Flat Creek and continues to this 
day."46 

J. S. Rogers quoted Prof. McLeod, who 
stated: "The present New Hope Church was or- 
ganized on Sunday, July 20, 1844. It was an en- 
tirely new organization composed of members 
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bearing letters from Baptist churches as fol- 
lows: C. C. Straugham, John and Mary Winders, 
John and Nancy Park, George W. Wilkerson and 
William Oldham. The organization was con- 
ducted by Elders P.S.G. Watson and James J. 
Cobb. George W. Wilkerson and William Old- 
ham were deacons in the church, and Wilker- 
son was the first clerk of the church. James J. 
Cobb became the first pastor." 

Prof. McLeod also listed some settlers 
who came from Virginia about 1850 and united 
with the church: William Moore, Willson 
Moore, William Lane, John Wesson, Randall 
Morgan and William Howard and their fami- 
lies... He stated the church joined the Rocky 
Bayou Association in 1852, and in 1869 [should 
be 1868] New Hope joined with other churches 
in reorganizing the Spring River Association. 
According to Prof. McLeod, New Hope joined 
with other churches leaving the Spring River 
Association [the date was 1914] to form the 
Black River Assoc., affiliated with the State 
Convention.*/ 

The original records of the church were 
preserved in beautiful hand-written form. The 
"Dry Creek" or Pleasant Hill Church, a present 
member of the Spring River Association, was 
organized out of New Hope in 1872. 

Also in 1844, Eld. Miles M. Wallace as- 
sisted Eld. P.S.G. Watson in the organization of 
Providence Church, also on Reed's Creek. This 
church was organized with fourteen charter 
members in the home of Watson's faither-in- 
law, Deacon William Oldham. Watson stated 
that ten of the charter members were Baptists 
who had accompanied him from Kentucky. He 
reported, "In addition to those mentioned as 
from Kentucky, Deacon G. W. Wilkerson and 
wife and Alexander Smith and wife were in the 
organization. Oldham and Wilkerson were cho- 
sen deacons;48 G. W. Wright clerk, and the 
writer pastor. The church lived about 6 years. 
The last half without a pastor. Cause of the 
church's death, nearly every member moved 
away." 

Watson later explained the demise, "In 
July, 1848, I moved from Reed's Creek 23 miles 
into the city of Batesville. Within 2 or 3 years 
after this, nearly all the Providence members 
moved near Smithville, and united with others 
in forming the Smithville Baptist Church. G. C. 
Borah was one of the members. He was or- 
dained a minister. He was chosen pastor. Came 
from Kentucky."49 


Elder Watson was an important source of 
information concering Baptist life in Arkansas 
during the 1844-1870 period. The articles he 
edited and printed furnish valuable information. 
This information may be found in this chapter, 
and also the chapters on the Spring River and Mt. 
Vernon Associations. However, most of the bio- 


graphical information available is actually a 
part of this report, therefore difficult to extrapo- 
late. 


Eld. P.S.G. Watson 

Patric S.G. Watson was born at Falmouth, 
Pendleton Co, KY in 1816. Census information 
indicates his father was born in MD and his 
mother in KY. 

Elder Watson was licensed by the Forks of 
Licking Church, Pendleton Co., KY.°9 After mov- 
ing to Batesville, Eld. Watson led in mission 
work in the area. In 1847 he assisted Eld. Henry 
McElmurry in organizing what is now First Bap- 
tist Church in Batesville. Eld. Watson then pas- 
tored in Phillips Co. [Mt. Vernon Assoc.] from 
1853 until 1858. In 1858, he was elected as editor 
of the Arkansas Baptist. He moved to Little Rock 
on Dec. 15. In addition to editing the paper, his 
family and another preacher and his family es- 
tablished what is now the First Baptist Church in 
Little Rock. 

The paper struggled for existence, and was 
not able to survive the Civil War. Eld. Watson 
may have returned to KY during that period, and 
was listed on the 1870 census for Woodford Co., 
KY. However, by 1881 Eld. Watson was located in 
Turnersville, TX. It was from that location in 
1881 that Eld. Watson wrote the "Recollections of 
Arkansas," which were published in the 
Arkansas Evangel. 


Salem Church, Clay Co. 

Another early church, and the oldest in 
Clay County and the Bethlehem Association is 
the Salem Church near Boydsville. Salem Baptist 
Church was organized in 1842 under the leader- 
ship of Elders William Nutt and Sherrod Win- 
ningham. J. S. Rogers quoted Deacon V. C. Wright 
who reported, "The first church to be organized in 
what is now Clay Co., AR was Salem Missionary 
Baptist Church?! just south of Boydsville. It is lo- 
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cated on top of a hill overlooking the fertile creek 
bottom lying between the church and Boydsville. 
The first white settlers came to what is now Clay 
Co. in 1832. In 1842 Elders Nutt and Winningham 
with what help they could get erected Salem 
Church house. Bro. Winningham preached the 
first sermon. He was also the first Baptist 
preacher in Clay County."°2 


Baptist Association 

Apparently the first attempt to form a 
State Association was made in a preliminary 
meeting with Providence Church, July 7, 1839. 
Present were messengers from Kentucky, 
Newhope, and the Little Rock Church. 

Later in the year, Sep. 13-14, the mes- 
sengers met for permanent organization. This 
strange organization consisted of the Little 
Rock Church, which had already become part of 
the Campbellite "reform" movement, and Ken- 
tucky Church, which was exposed to the "re- 
form" through the work of William Stevenson, 
who had become pastor of the Little Rock 
Church. It appears this hybrid association 
ceased after two or three meetings. 


Nature of District Associations 

Early associations were different than 
contemporary associations. The early associa- 
tions usually started on Friday or Saturday, and 
continued through Monday. More time was allot- 
ted to praying and preaching. The reports were 
emphasized, and more discussion was made. 
Sometimes two or three preachers preached at 
one service, one following the other, often 
preaching an hour each on the same text, and this 
was done at least at eleven and at "early candle 
lighting." And they preached on doctrine with all 
the power possible and with a ring that produced 
conviction. Most associations featured a "circu- 
lar Letter" that dealt with some doctrinal or 
moral problem. This letter was sent to every 
church shortly before the association met. 

The associations sent what they called a 
"corresponding letter" to sister associations." 
They also welcomed corresponding messengers, 
and the preachers from other associations and 
their messages were welcomed. These features 
were important in maintaining uniformity of 
doctrine and practice because the churches were 
scatted, and communications were limited. 

E. Glenn Hinson summarized (pp. 12-13) 
the importance of local associations for these pi- 
oneer churches: 

1. annual meetings offered an occasion 
for fellowship. In this period the paucity of mem- 
bers in individual churches heightened the need 
for fellowship. 

2. they supplied inspiration and edifica- 
tion through prayer, singing, and preaching, 

3. they helped establish Baptist identity 
among member churches, 


4. associations assisted one another in 
evangelism and missions. 


Hinson also attempted to characterize (p. 
39) services of these early churches, "Services 
consisted chiefly of preaching, singing, and pray- 
ing. Baptist preachers, typically uneducated 
farmers with prejudice against educated and paid 
ministers, relied heavily upon experience. In 
their sermons and exhortations they issued dire 
warnings about death and the judgement to come. 
Among these converts of the frontier awakening 
exhortations probably figured more prominently 
than exposition." 
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Saline Missionary Baptist Association 


The Saline Association was organized at 
Spring Creek Church at Benton. This church was 
organized on April 2, 1836 at the home of David 
Dodd. The moderator for the service was Eld. 
Allen Samuels from the Salem Church on Alum 
Fork, assisted by deacon Moses Bland and Eld. 
Silas Dodd from Union Church. Bro. Samuel 
Henderson, who had come to the Benton area in 
1834, preached the message. This first sermon 
was delivered under a large oak tree near where 
the Saline Association was organized later that 
same year, also on the Dodd estate. The charter 
members were David and Sarah Dodd, Daniel 
and Elizabeth Webb, Samuel Henderson and 
Aaron Bolt. 

The minutes recorded, "by motion and 
second the church agreed to the ordination of 
Bro. Henderson on her next church meeting day 
and to prepare a letter to the two sister churches 
for help in ministerial aid and council." 

On the first Saturday in May, 1836, the 
Spring Creek Church again met. Bro. David Dodd 
was chosen as moderator. The minutes record 
that they "received Brethren from Union Church, 
Eld. Silas Dodd, Eld. Jesse Bland, from Alum 
Fork, Eld. Allen Samuels,! Robert Daniel and 
John Terry, the Brethren invited to a seat with us 
in council. The church thus embodied proceeded 
to business, first heard the Christian Experience 
of Brother Samuel Henderson and then his call to 
the Ministry, then chose Brother Jesse Bland to 
examine Brother Samuel Henderson." 

At the meeting held to ordain Bro. Hen- 
derson, Deacon Moses Bland suggested the be- 
ginning of the Saline Association: "Deacon Bland 
moved the utility of our Association at this place. 
The Church Council all harmoniously agreed to 
meet on Saturday before the first Lord's day in 
October next for the purpose of Constituting of an 
Association. 

"Moved that Elder Samuels have a travel- 
ing letter in the Territory of Arkansas for the 
purpose of inviting our sister Churches to unite 
with us in the association and other purposes." 

However, it was in the August meeting the 
church called "Eld. Samuel Henderson to the 
pastoral care of the church." In addition to serv- 
ing as Spring Creek's first pastor, Eld. Henderson 
was pastor of Union Church from 1834-1840. He 
also organized North Fork Church in 1837, and 
served as pastor until 1841. 

In response to that invitation, the Saline 
Association was organized at Spring Creek 
Church near Benton, in Saline Co. on Oct. 1, 
1836. Eld Samuel Henderson was chosen modera- 
tor, and Michael Bozeman, from Mt. Bethel 
Church, was elected as clerk. Churches repre- 
sented were Spring Creek, Saline and Union, 
Saline Co.; Mt. Bethel, Clark Co.; and Mt. Gillead, 


[then Hot Spring Co.] Montgomery Co. The total 
membership of these churches was 73.2 


Other Charter Churches 

Union Church in Saline County was or- 
ganized in 1830 at the home of Eld. Jesse Bland, 
with eight members. He was assisted in the orga- 
nization by Eld. Silas Dodd, from the Salem 
Church. A log church house was built in 1835. 
Eld. Samuel Henderson was pastor of the church 
from 1835-1840 and Eld. Aaron Bolt was pastor 
from 1840 to 1845. Eld. Jesse Bland had come 
from Kentucky; he was the father-in-law of Eld. 
Samuel Henderson. The messengers to the orga- 
nizational meeting were Jesse Bland, Moses 
Bland, and Richard Brazil, representing a mem- 
bership of 19. Richard Brazil was a messenger 
from the Salem Church in Lawrence Co., when it 
was admitted to the Bethel Association in MO in 
1818. Union Church is located on the Kirk Road, 
approximately 15 miles NE of Benton. About 
1920 this church became a part of the SBC. 

Another charter church from Saline Co., 
was Saline Church. This church was represented 
in the LR Association in 1828. We have no defi- 
nite information concerning the organization of 
this church, but it is commonly believed some of 
the families first settling in the Kentucky com- 
munity desired to settle south of the Saline River. 
The messengers from Saline to the organiza- 
tional meeting were Allen Samuels and J. T. 
Terry. The church reported a membership of 19. 

The church was fellowshiping in the As- 
sociation as late as 1921. However, in 1923 the 
church represented in the Association under the 
name of Mt. View. S. A. Newcomb who had repre- 
sented Saline Church in 1916 and was listed as 
Sunday School Supt. in 1921 was one of three 
messengers representing the Church. Members 
report the church used both names until Mt. View 
was officially adopted as the name in 1932. Pre- 
sent members are able to show the original loca- 
tion of the church building, about one-mile north 
of the present location. 

Mt. Bethel, Clark Co.,? about six miles SW 
of Arkadelphia, was organized September 17, 
1836, with the message being delivered by Eld. 
Allen Samuels, of Salem Church, Saline Co. Eld. 
Samuels also served as the first pastor. 

The first Baptist families in the area were 
Col. Michael Bozeman and his wife, Lucy, and F. 
J. Browning, and his wife Sarah, who had pro- 
cured church letters from Mt. Gillead Baptist 
Church, Lowdens Co., AL. They arrived in the 
area on Dec. 22, 1835. They discovered the near- 
est churches were Salem Church, on the Alum 
Fork of Saline River and the Mt. Olive Church in 
Hempstead Co., one 65 miles southwest and the 
other 65 miles northwest. These two families 
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found another, Thornas Moore and his wife, 
Jane, who were charter members. 

Much of the information relative to this 
church is found in an address compiled by J. L. 
Bozeman, which was delivered at the 75th an- 
niversary of the church. Bro. Bozeman reported, 
"all of them [the charter members] decided to 
form themselves into a church, so accordingly, 
on Saturday before the fourth Lord's Day in Au- 
gust, 1836, they assembled themselves ata 
schoolhouse near Thomas Moore, and after a 
sermon preached by Elder Allen Samuels of 
Salem Church?, Saline Co, from I Peter 2:4-5, a 
presbytery was formed by electing Eld. Allen 
Samuels, Moderator and F. J. Browning, 
Clerk...finding the brethren and sisters orthodox 
and sound in the faith, proceeded to organize 
them into a church to be known as Mt. Bethel 
Missionary Baptist Church." 

Saturday, Sep. 17, 1836, the church ap- 
pointed Michael Bozeman and F. J. Browning 
"messengers to a convention to be held at Spring 
Creek Church...called for the purpose of organiz- 
ing an association, at which time the church re- 
quested the ordination of M. Bozeman to the dea- 
conship, which was accordingly done." At the Oc- 
tober organizational meeting Michael Bozeman 
was also elected as clerk.° 

The Mt. Bethel Church was a charter 
member of the Red River Association, organized 
at Mt. Zion Church, Hempstead Co., Nov. 3, 1848. 
At an earlier meeting of the Saline Association, 
it was determined that all churches west of the 
Ouachita River should comprise the Red River 
Association. At that meeting the church was rep- 
resented by William C. Randle, D. H. Ross, and 
William L. Anderson. Eld. William Hardage was 
listed as minister in charge. Eld. Hardage was a 
charter member and early pastor of the DeRoche 
Church, which also was a member of the Red 
River Association until 1869. 

In July, 1851, 15 members were dismissed 
from Mt. Bethel to organize a church at Arkadel- 
phia. 

On May 24, 1902 Mt. Bethel endorsed the 
statement of principles of the General Associa- 
tion. The church was represented at the 1902 
meeting of the General Association by J. M. White 
and J. L. Bozeman, who wrote the article cited 
above. However, by 1907 the church voted to rep- 
resent in both the General Association and the 
State Convention. A few years later the church 
ceased identification with the General Associa- 
tion, and has since continued as a SBC church. 

Mt. Gilead Church, Montgomery Co. The 
Association met with this church in 1845. This 
church was located about three miles west of 
Black Springs across the Caddo River, about one 
mile south of State Hwy. 8. Most sources place the 
organization of the church in 1838. It could be the 
church languished after its original establish- 
ment. We do know that some of the prominent 


members of the church in its early days moved to 
the community and became a part of the church 
in 1838. 

According to Montgomery Co., Our Her- 
itage,© a camp ground was established at the site 
even before the church was organized. Great re- 
vivals were held at the Camp Ground. One of the 
early ministers at this time was James Flem- 
ming. 

A log crib built across the road from the 
church was filled with corn every fall by sur- 
rounding farmers to feed horses or teams of those 
attending the camp-ground meetings, and also of 
anyone traveling by. 

During the Civil War soldiers camped 
where Mount Gilead Church now stands... 

James F. Jeffrey, a prosperous farmer, 
...was a devout deacon in the Mt. Gilead Church. 
His father was John F. Jeffrey, one of the early 
settlers of Montgomery Co. James was born in 
Montgomery Co. in 1847. His name is listed as 
representing the church in many associational 
meetings. Both he and his wife, and five of their 
children, were buried at Mt. Gilead Cemetery. 
Most of the information for these articles was 
supplied by Zella Bobo Crosby, whose mother was 
the oldest daughter of James Flemming Jeffrey.” 

When the church became stronger, other 
little churches spread from it. The Caddo River 
Baptist Association was organized at Mt. Gilead 
in 1853. When the Association was one hundred 
years old, it met back at the Mount Gilead Church 
to celebrate its beginning. 

The Mt. Olive Church in Hempstead Co. is 
usually included in the list of charter churches. 
Commenting on the list of charter churches as 
usually given, the brethren who prepared the 
comprehensive report for the Centennial obser- 
vance of the Saline Association in 1936 wrote: 
"...Brother Shockley mentions the above five 
churches in the original organization and also 
Mt. Olive Church of Hempstead Co. But we find in 
the original minutes that Mt. Olive was not in the 
organization, but represented in 1837."8 

Mt. Olive in Hempstead was probably or- 
ganized in 1833. J. S. Rogers (p. 131) stated, "It 
was an active, aggressive, missionary church in 
1835. We were unable to find out who organized 
it...Among the first Baptist preachers to preach 
in Hempstead County were Elders Fisher, Hol- 
comb and Palston." 


Early Meetings 

The 1837 meeting was with the Mt. Bethel 
Church in Clark County. Samuel Henderson was 
Moderator and Michael Bozeman was Clerk. The 
Mt. Olive Church joined the fellowship. 

Mt. Bethel Church was represented by 
Michael Bozeman, Radford McCargo and Thomas 
Moore. According to the 1936 Minute, Michael 
Bozeman was chosen clerk and served for four 
years consecutively, and then for many years 
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thereafter was very active in associational af- 
fairs. In reply to an 1881 letter from Elder R. M. 
Thrasher, inviting him to attend that session, 
Bro. Bozeman wrote, 

"Brethren,...it would be quite a pleasure 
for me to do so, if my health would permit me, for 
I know of no other delegate in the organization 
except myself that is now living. It would delight 
me to see and know, to meet the descendants of 
those earliest, but few delegates who met with 
Spring Creek Church in Saline County...which 
was the beginning of the Baptist Church organi- 
zations south of the Arkansas River,... 

"While my mind runs back to that little 
band--although little, I have witnessed some of 
the goodness of God's spirit poured out amongst 
us, for which I trusted we all gave God the praise-- 
I remember a Henderson, a Bolt, a Dodd, a Bland 
and others who have passed away, and are enjoy- 
ing the realities of our faith."9 


1838 
The 1838 meeting was with Mt. Olive 
Church in Hempstead County. I. C. Perkins was 
elected as Moderator and Michael Bozeman 
continued as Clerk. Rock Creek Church joined 
the fellowship. 


1839 
The 1839 meeting returned to Spring 
Creek in Benton. I. C. Perkins was again Modera- 
tor and Michael Bozeman was Clerk. New 
churches included Salem, Mt. Zion, and Shady 
Grove. 
1840 
The 1840 meeting was held with Mt. Zion 
Church in Hempstead County. I. C. Perkins was 
again Moderator and John T. Fairchild was 
elected as Clerk. New churches included Mine 
Creek (Nashville), and Shiloh. 
1841 
The 1841 meeting was with Shady Grove 
Church in Union County. I C. Perkins continued 
as Moderator and Michael Bozeman was again 
Clerk. New Churches included Rock Creek, 
Bethany, and Red River. Shiloh withdrew from 
the fellowship. 
1842 
The 1842 meeting was with Mt. Bethel 
Church in Clark County. I C. Perkins was again 
Moderator, and E. W. Rupell was elected as Clerk. 
New churches included Liberty, Bethlehem, 
Philadelphia, New Hope, Red River, and Shiloh. 
1843 
The first minute on microfilm is for the 
seventh annual session, held with Mine Creek 
Church [now First Baptist, Nashville], Hemp- 
stead Co., on Sep. 23-26. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was brought by Eld. Joab Pratt. David Dodd 
was appointed to the committee to arrange 
preaching and Joab Pratt was appointed to the 
committee to arrange business. Prayer was led by 
Aaron Bolt. I. C. Perkins was Moderator and G. H. 
Cobb was Clerk. 


Petitionary letters were received from: 

Harmony Church, Ouachita Co.; Tulip 
Creek and Little Missouri, Clark Co.; Pine Prairie 
and Newhope, Sevier Co. 

Eld. Joab Pratt had recently moved to the 
Philadelphia community, and led in establishing 
the church. He had been active in the work of the 


Tuscaloosa Baptist Association!9 in Alabama. 

The 1843 Minute of the Tuscaloosa Asso- 
ciation reported, "A letter and minutes was re- 
ceived from our sister, the "Saline Association" 
of Arkansas, requesting a correspondence by Let- 
ter and Minutes from us; which request was ac- 
ceded to and a correspondence opened accord- 
ingly. Eld. S. Meek was to "write the letter of cor- 
respondence and forward the Minutes to our sis- 
ter, the Saline Association in Arkansas". 

The Petitionary Letter from Kentucky 
Church was deferred until the Monday session, 
which voted to receive the church into the associ- 
ation. 

The Association elected Joab Pratt, Aaron 
Bolt, John Y. Lindsey, and David Dodd as repre- 
sentatives to Salem Baptist Association in 
northern Arkansas. David Dodd was to write the 
letter: 

Item # 7 stated, "We forgive Mt. Gilead 
Church, and restore her to fellowship.” 

The following churches and messengers 
attended: 

Liberty, Union Co., Eld. John Meek, Eld. 
Haywood, Alfred James, M. Purtle, rec. by letter 
18, members 25 

Bethany, Clark Co., J. D. Kitchen, J. Thet- 
ford, J. Huffman, baptized 11, members 33 

Bethlehem, Sevier Co., Eld. M. Damron, B. 
C. Philips, W. Wright, baptized 10, members 12 

New Hope, Saline Co., M. H. Edwards, W. 
Hallamon, J. (George?) Kesee, rec. by letter 5, 
members 13 

Philadelphia, Saline Co., Joab Pratt, B. 
McDaniel, G. H. Cobb, baptized 18, rec. by letter 
16, membership 83 

Mt. Zion, Hempstead Co., Eld. J. C. 
Perkins, D. C. Paxton, W. Holt, members 15 

Mine Creek, Hempstead Co., R. H. Scott, T. 
G. Parker, W. H. Dodson, baptized 19, rec. by letter 
10, dismissed 26, members 85 

Union, Saline Co., Moses Bland, M. 
Brazil, A. McCollister, members 19 

Spring Creek, Saline Co., Aaron Bolt, 
David Dodd, J. H. Williams, baptized 17, member- 
ship 56 

Mt. Bethel, Clark Co., Eld. E. B. Carter, 
Eld. J. L. McClendon, R. McCargo, baptized 25, 
rec. by letter 8, dismissed 11, membership 81 

Salem, Saline Co., O. J. Evans, Jesse 
Spencer, James Hancock, baptized 10, rec. by let- 
ter 9, members 28 

Harmony, Ouachita Co., M. J. Wilson, S. 
Anderson, J. Adkins, baptized 6, members 17 

Tulip Creek, Clark Co., E. W. Russell, W. T. 
Rucks, W. Truett, rec. by letter 10, membership 16 
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Little Missouri, Clark Co., R. S. Tate, J. H. 
Nelson, J. Lisenby, baptized 6, members 15 

Pine Prairie, Sevier Co., J. W. Sampson, T. 
J. Hayney, H. A. Pierce, baptized 11, members 32 

New Hope, Sevier Co., W. G. Doss, A. West- 
brooks, T. E. Pearce, baptized 22, rec. by letter 5, 
membership 45 

Mt. Gilead, Hot Spring Co., J. Neel, E. 
Gillingham, membership 7 

Kentucky, Saline Co., John Y. Lindsey, 
Cary James, T. Terry, membership 15 

Red River, Lafayette Co., not represented 

Shiloh, Sevier Co., not represented 


Although these brethren believed the 
Bible doctrine of "election," they were not "hyper- 
calvinists." The Circular Letter for this year was 
on that subject, and stated, "That this doctrine is 
consistent with the use of means, to effect the 
purposes of God's grace... 

"We have thus, brethren, attempted to 
show you, that the doctrine of election is practi- 
cal in its tendency, and that it is consistent with 
personal accountability;..." 

1844 

The Association met in 1844 with Liberty 
Church in Union County, thought to have been 
organized in 1832. Liberty Church became a 
member of the Liberty Association when it was 
organized in 1845. The Saline Association spon- 
sored the organization of Liberty Association. 

Eld. I. C. Perkins was Moderator and E. W. 
Russell was Clerk. Eld. Joab Pratt was scheduled 
to preach the Introductory Sermon. New 
churches included New Hope (Sevier Co.), 
Hopewell, Gilgal, Prospect, Cane Creek, Friend- 
ship, Macedonia and New Providence. Other 
churches represented: Bethany, Bethlehem, 
Harmony, Kentucky, Liberty, Little Missouri, 
Mine Creek, Mt. Bethel, Mt. Gilead, Mt. Zion, New 
Hope (Saline Co.), Philadelphia, Red River, 
Salem, Spring Creek, Tulip Creek, and Union. 

1845 

The Association met in 1845 at Mt. Gilead 
Church in Montgomery County. I C. Perkins 
served as Moderator and E. W. Russell as Clerk. 

Churches represented: Bethany, Bethle- 
hem, Cane Creek, Concord, Friendship, Gilgal, 
Harmony, Hopewell, Kentucky, Liberty, Little 
Missouri, Macedonia, Manchester, Mine Creek, 
Mt. Bethel, Mt. Gilead, Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Zion, 
New Hope, Philadelphia, Pine Prairie, Pleasant 
Hill, Red River, Salem, Spring Creek, Tulip 
Creek, Union 

1846 

The Association met in 1846 at the Red 
River Church, at Lewisville, in Lafayette Co. The 
same officers continued. The Brownsville became 
a member. 

Other churches represented: Bethany, 
Friendship, Kentucky, Little Missouri, Mine 
Creek, Mt. Bethel, Mt. Gilead, Mt. Lebanon,, Mt. 


Pleasant, Ozan, Philadelphia, Pine Prairie, 
Pleasant Hill, Red River, Salem, Spring Creek, 
Tulip Creek, Union, and Zion Hill. 
1847 

The Association met in 1847 at Union 
Church in Saline County. Eld. Joab Pratt was 
elected as Moderator and A. Daniel as Clerk. 
Some reports state William H. Bayless was 
elected as Moderator. However, those writing 
contemporary reports and actually possessing 
the records state Eld. Joab Pratt was Moderator. 
ll 

Churches represented: Bethany, Browns- 
ville, Concord, Friendship, Kentucky, Little Mis- 
souri, Manchester, Mine Creek, Mt. Bethel, Mt. 
Gilead, Mt. Lebanon, Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Zion, 
Ozan, Philadelphia, Pine Prairie, Pleasant Hill, 
Red River, Salem, Spring Creek, Tulip Creek, 
Union, and Zion Hill. 

1848 

The next available minute is for the 
Twelfth Annual Meeting, held with Brownsville 
Church, at Tulip, Dallas Co. This church was 
constituted by William H. Bayless in 1845. This 
church was also the site for the tentative organi- 
zation of the Red River Association in 1847, and 
was the host church for the organization of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention in 1848. The 
Saline Association immediately followed this 
organizational meeting. In fact, there were no 
other messengers from churches; however there 
was a delegation from the Liberty Association: 
Dr. F. Courtney, Dr. Jesse Hartwell, Rev. Miles 


Milford Wallace, and Rev. S. T. Cobb."!2 

J. S. Rogers reported, "In 1846 the 
Brownsville Church had a wonderful revival and 
many prominent citizens were saved and bap- 
tized into the church... When the Convention was 
organized in 1848 this church was represented by 
Dr. W. H. Bayless, Gen. Nat. G. Smith, and Brother 
A. Daniel, noteworthy messengers. The commu- 
nity was cultured and rather wealthy for that 
day."13 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. G. W. Barnes from II Tim. 4:2, "Preach the 
Word." 

Eld. Isaac C. Perkins was Moderator and 
Asbury Daniel was Clerk. 

The following churches presented peti- 
tionary letters: Princeton, Bethsaida, New Har- 
mony, Spring Hill, Shiloh, Caddo Valley, and 
Brushy Creek. 

Shiloh and Brush Creek, both from Grant 
County, were admitted to the fellowship of the 
Saline Association at this meeting. David Dodd 
continued on the committee to arrange preaching 
and Eld. John Y. Lindsey continued on the com- 
mittee to arrange the business. 

Brush Creek is the second oldest current 
member of the Association. The church was orga- 
nized the first Sunday in November, 1847. The 
Philadelphia Baptist Church, Prattsville was the 
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sponsoring church. Members of the organizing 
presbytery were: Eld. Cornelius Cain, Joab Pratt, 
John Hesson, Eli Safull and John Pratt. 

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church was 
organized June, 1848, and is presently the second 
oldest church in the Pine Bluff Association. 
Shiloh was the result of mission efforts by Miles 
Milford Wallace. Assisting on the presbytery 
were Eld. Joab Pratt, pastor of Philadelphia, and 
Eld. Aaron Bolt, pastor of Spring Creek. 

The Spring Hill Church, the first in Jef- 
ferson County, was also organized by Miles 
Milford Wallace in June, 1848. 

The Sunday Afternoon session was set 
aside for the ordination of Bro. Samuel Steven- 
son, at the request of Mt. Bethel Church. Eld. 
George W. Baines preached the Ordination Ser- 
mon. The Bible was presented by M. M. Wallace, 
the missionary who led in the organization of 
Shiloh Church. On Monday prayer was led by 
Eld. Jesse Reeves, a messenger and first pastor of 
Shiloh. 

Others preaching included Elders Obadiah 
Dodson, from TN; B. R. Bayliss, the Missionary 
Sermon, Franklin Courtney, and I. C. Perkins. 

It was at this meeting the Association was 
divided, with the Ouachita River being the line of 
demarcation. The churches east of the River re- 
tained the original name of Saline Association 
and the churches west of the River were to orga- 
nize and choose a new name. 

This Association, choosing the name of 
Red River Baptist Association, was permanently 
organized in September of 1848 at Mt. Zion 
Church, near Washington. Other churches enter- 
ing the new organization were: Mine Creek 
Church (now First Baptist, Nashville), Pleasant 
Hill (Columbia Co.), Mt. Bethel Church and 
Pleasant Hill Church (Clark Co.). The next year 
DeRoche, presently the oldest church in the 
Saline Association, petitioned and was admitted 
to the Red River Association. DeRoche became a 
member of the Saline Association in 1869. 

Although the Saline Association sug- 
gested that a State Convention be organized, the 
Saline and Red River Associations passed resolu- 
tions in 1854 suggesting the State Convention be 
dissolved. J. S. Rogers (pp. 473-474) quoted J. B. 
Searcy's account: "On Monday, October 1, 1854, 
the Convention in regular session discussed the 
matter of dissolving the Convention! Saline and 
Red River had passed resolutions to that effect! 
They were failing to secure cooperation." Perhaps 
the truth will never be known, because the 1854 
minute does not specifically mention this ac- 
tion. However, it should be noted that after that 
meeting the Saline Association was only listed as 
a Correspondent to the State Convention in 1868, 
when the Pine Bluff Association was also repre- 
sented. But one possible reason for that represen- 
tation was that "Dr. J. R. Graves was present at 


the meeting and accepted a seat in the body."14 


The 1848 messengers and statistics in- 
cluded: 

Bethsaida Church, Dallas Co., messengers 
Eld. William Wyatt, pastor, Tilman Brawner, and 
Eld. John B. McColloch. 

Bethany Church, Clark Co., messengers J. 
Thedford, Eld. J. Minics, and D. Fowler, 57 mem- 
bers 

Brownsville Church, messengers Dr. W. H. 
Bayliss, pastor, Gen. Nat. Smith, and A. Daniel, 
18 baptized, 75 members 

Brush Creek Church, Saline Co., messen- 
gers D. Cunningham, J. Gatlin, and T. Cox. Min- 
ister in charge was Samuel T. Cobb. Baptized 40, 
34 by letter, total membership 74. 

Caddo Valley Church, Clark Co, messen- 
gers Wm. Tucker and Wm. F. Browning, 8 mem- 
bers 

Friendship Church, Saline Co., messen- 
gers, W. H. Edwards, J. D. McDowell, J. Veasey; S. 
T. Cobb, pastor, Lost Creek PO, 35 members 

Kentucky Church, messengers John Y. 
Lindsey, S. J. Chinault, and H. R. Hicks. John Y. 
Lindsey was minister in charge, 6 baptized and 1 
by letter for a membership of 26. 

Manchester Church, Dallas Co. messen- 
gers Eld. J. T. Craig, William Parker, A. Adams. 
William H. Bayliss, pastor, 19 members. 

Mine Creek Church, Hempstead Co., mes- 
sengers Eld. Isaac C. Perkins, Thomas G. Parker, 
and Wm. J. Wright 

Mt. Bethel Church, Clark Co., messengers 
Wm. C. Randle, D. H. Ross, and Eld. Samuel 
Stevenson. Eld. W. M. Hardage, pastor. 

Mt. Zion Church, Hempstead Co., messen- 
gers D. C. Paxton, T. Holt, and S. McDaniel. E. 
Haynes, pastor, 42 members 

New Harmony Church, Ouachita Co., mes- 
sengers A. Yeager, M. Yeager, and M.S.D. Spakes. 
W. H. Wyatt, pastor, 40 members 

New Hope Church, Sevier Co., messengers 
Wm. G. Dorsey, J. Stevenson, and A. Westbrook. I. 
C. Perkins, pastor, 65 members 

Ozan Church, Hempstead Co., messengers 
L. Vickers, W. Cooley, J. Holt. I. C. Perkins, pas- 
tor, 37 members 

Philadelphia Church, messengers J. Hes- 
son, S. T. Cobb, Henry Halbert, the minister in 
charge was John Hesson, 9 baptized, and 1 added 
by letter, 23 dismissed by letter for a membership 
of 70. 

Princeton Church, Dallas Co., messengers 
R. J. Coleman, !5 W. L. Estes, and D. C. Hall. 

Red River Church, Lafayette Co., messen- 
gers Wm. Fort, G. W. Whitfield, and H. M. Lemay. 
J. E.Paston, pastor, 37 members 

Salem, Saline Co., messengers C. Dyer, W. 
Chinnault, J. James, 65 members, Aaron Bolt, 
pastor 

Shiloh Church, Saline Co., messengers 
Jesse Reaves and T. B. Finley. Minister in charge- 
none. Membership 8. 
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Spring Creek Church, messengers David 
Dodd, Samuel Pelton, and George Keesee. Aaron 
Bolt was the minister in charge, 3 baptized, 2 by 
letter, 2 dismissed by letter, for a membership of 
40. 

Spring Hill, messengers S. J. Appling, G. 
Taylor and Hezekiah Gartman. 

Union Church, Jefferson, messengers J. P. 
B. Alexander, !® William Gillispie, and J. J. Ran- 
dolph , 

Union Church, Saline Co., messengers G. 
S. Huchingson, A. McAllester, E. W. Chinnault, 
Aaron Bolt, pastor, 37 members 

Eld. William Hardage, first pastor of 
DeRoche, was listed as pastor of Mt. Bethel 
Church. The messengers from Mt. Bethel were 
William C. Randle, D. H. Ross, and Samuel 
Stevenson. 

Aaron Bolt was listed as minister in 
charge of Salem (Owensville), Union (Blands) and 
Spring Creek. 

Jesse Reaves was minister in charge of 
Spring Hill and Union, both in Jefferson Co., and 
Princeton in Dallas Co. 

Cornelius Cain, who assisted in the orga- 
nization of DeRoche and Brush Creek, both in 
1847, was listed as an ordained minister from 
Hot Springs, in Hot Spring Co. In the 1871, 1872, 
1874 and 1875 Minutes he was a messenger from 
Mt. Pleasant Church, which was listed as being in 
Garland Co., with a Harrold Post Office. 17 

1849 

The 1849 meeting was with Philadelphia 
Church, organized in 1842, and now the oldest 
church in the Pine Bluff Association. The church 
membership was 56 when the church was admit- 
ted to the Saline Assoc. in September of 1842. 18 

William H. Bayless was Moderator and E. 
W. Rupell was Clerk. 

Churches present were: Bethsaida, 
Brownsville, Brush Creek, Franceway, Friend- 
ship, Kentucky, Marble, Manchester, New Har- 
mony, Philadelphia, Princeton, Salem, Shiloh, 
Spring Creek, Spring Hill, Temperance Hill, 
Tulip Creek, Union, Union. 

1850 

The 1850 meeting was at Spring Creek, 
Benton, in Saline County. William H. Bayless 
was Moderator and E. W. Rupell was clerk. 

Churches represented: Bethel, Bethsaida, 
Brownsville, Brush Creek, Franceway, Friend- 
ship, Kentucky, Manchester, Marble, Mount 
Pleasant, New Harmony, New Hope, Philadel- 
phia, Princeton, Salem, Salem, Shiloh, South 
Fork, Spring Creek, Spring Hill, Temperance, 
Tulip Creek, Union, Union 

1851 

The 1851 meeting was at Bluff Spring 
Church, formerly Manchester, in Dallas County. 
H. H. Coleman was elected as Moderator and E. W. 
Rupell continued as Clerk. 


Churches represented: Bethel, Bethsaida, 
Bluff Springs, Brownsville, Brush Creek, France- 
way, Friendship, Kentucky, Mount Pleasant, New 
Harmony, Marble, New Hope, Philadelphia, 
Pleasant Hill, Princeton, Salem, Salem, 
Samaria, Shiloh, South Fork, Spring Creek, 
Spring Hill, Temperance Hill, Tulip Creek, 
Union, Union 

1852 

The Sixteenth Annual Meeting was with 
Spring Hill Church, Jefferson Co. This church 
was organized in June, 1848. According to J. S. 
Rogers [p. 151], M. M. Corker was pastor of the 29 
member congregation. The Moderator was W. H. 
Wyatt and E. W. Rupell continued as Clerk. 

The Pleasant Grove Church presented a 
petitionary letter. 

Elder W. H. Wyatt preached on "Missions" 
from Phil. 1:6, and Eld. R. Pully preached from 
Hosea 4:6. 

John Y. Lindsey continued on the com- 
mittee for the business of the Association and 
was also elected as a messenger to the Red River 
Association. 

Churches represented: Bethel, Bethsaida, 
Bluff Spring, Brownsville, Brush Creek, France- 
way, Friendship, Kentucky, Marble, Mt. Pleas- 
ant, New Harmony, New Hope, New Hope, 
Philadelphia, Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hill, 
Princeton, Salem, Salem, Samaria, Shiloh, 
South Fork, Spring Creek, Spring Hill, Temper- 
ance Hill, Union, Union 

1853 

The 1853 meeting was held with Spring 
Creek Church in Benton. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. J. T. Craig from Dan. 
2:44. 

N. G. Smith was elected as Moderator and 
Aaron Yates was elected as Clerk. 

At this meeting Liberty Church, Grant Co., 
and Anchor Church, Dallas Co. were received. On 
the Sunday afternoon David G. Barnett was or- 
dained to the Gospel Ministry. The Presbytery 
consisted of Aaron Bolt, John Y. Lindsey, Jesse 
Reaves, J. T. Crain, and Sam Dauthat. 

Others preaching included Elders Jesse 
Reaves from II Tim. 2:2, Samuel Douthat, the 
Missionary Sermon, from Psalm 74:20, Aaron 
Bolt (a Funeral) from lf Corn 15:22. andeu. G. 
Tomme. 

Arrangements were made for four District 
Meetings. One of the District Meetings was to be 
held with Union Church, Saline Co., in Sep. of 
1854. John Y. Lindsey was to preach the introduc- 
tory message, Aaron Bolt was to speak on the 
duty of deacons, S. Dauthat on the ministry, and 
John Y. Lindsey on the duty of lay members. 

Churches represented, minister in charge 
and membership: 

Brush Creek, Hot Spring Co., Robert M. 
Thrasher, pastor, 56 members; Messengers Mar- 
tin Gast, J. A. Brown, Wm. Gatlin 
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Franceway, Hot Spring Co., Sam Dauthat, 
pastor, 57 members; Messengers Miles Ashley, 
Sail Elliot and Hiram Clife; pastor, Sam Dau- 
that 

Kentucky, Saline, John Y. Lindsey, pas- 
tor, 41 members, Messengers: John Y. Lindsey, S. 
Lasiter, B. Lasiter 


Liberty, Saline Co.,!9 Sam Dauthat, pas- 
tor, 38 members; Messengers: W. J. Poe, J. W. Poe, 
Jacob Watson 

Marble, Saline, not represented 

Philadelphia, Saline Co., 96 members; 
Messengers: John Hesson, Joab Pratt, J. F. Jolley 

Pleasant Hill, Hot Spring Co., 36 mem- 
bers, Midway P.O.; Messengers John Hinds, T. H. 
Parker, J. Hollyday 

Salem Church, Saline Co., 38 members, 
Owensville P.O.; Aaron Bolt, pastor; Messengers 
W. Chenault, John Terry, George James 

South Fork, Hot Spring Co., 94 members; 
Messengers S. T. Henderson, W. J. Neighbors and 
W. James; John Y. Lindsey, pastor 

Spring Creek, Saline Co., Sam Dauthat, 
pastor, 65 members; Messengers: David Dodd, 
Sam Dauthat, T. Davidson 

Spring Hill, Jefferson,29 W. H. Wyatt, pas- 
tor, 31, members; Messengers: D. C. Barnett, G. 
Taylor, S. J. Appling 

Shiloh, Saline, Jesse Reaves, pastor, 50 
members; Messengers: Jesse Reaves, A. Sawyer, J. 
Veasey 


Union, Saline,2! John Y. Lindsey, pastor, 
69 members; Messengers: Aaron Bolt, S. 
Chenault, M. Brazil 

Salem, Saline,22 Aaron Bolt, pastor, 38 
members; Messengers: W. Chenault, John Terry, 
George James 

Union, Jefferson, not represented 

South Fork, Hot Springs, John Y. Lindsey, 
pastor, 94 members 

Other churches: Anchor, Bethel, Beth- 
saida, Bluff Spring, Brownsville, Friendship, Mt. 
Pleasant, New Hope, New Harmony, Pleasant 
Grove, Princeton, Samaria, Salem, Temperance 
Hill. 


In an article "Grand Old Men of Saline As- 
sociation" originally printed in the Dec. 11, 1913 
edition of the Benton Courier, the following 
summation was given: 

"For many years the churches of 13 coun- 
ties sent messengers to this association. Those 
counties being Saline, Clark, Hempstead, Union, 
Montgomery, Lafayette, Dallas, Jefferson, Hot 
Spring, Garland, Grant, Perry and Pulaski. Some 
times the messengers in going to and from the as- 
sociation would travel across this country horse- 
back for a hundred miles, and camp on their way, 
where the nights were made doleful by howling 
wolves and screaming panthers. 

"In 1840, this association met with Red 
River Church in Lafayette county, and in 1885 it 


met with Bethel Church in Perry county. These 
two churches were over a hundred miles apart. 
Then in 1844, it met with Liberty Church in 
Union County, and in 1847 with Union Church in 
Saline County. These two churches being about 
100 miles apart. Yet those old pioneer fathers, 
with undaunted courage, braved the dangers, suf- 
fered the hardships and sowed the seed, from 
which sprung and developed the civilization we 
today enjoy.” 


Eld. Samuel Henderson, 


First Moderator 

Samuel Henderson came to Saline Town- 
ship in Pulaski Co (now Saline Co) in 1834. Ac- 
cording to Goodspeed,2° he was married to Sarah 
J. Bush, originally from TN in 1809. They had a 
family of 11 children. The tenth child, John C. 
who was also an ordained preacher and a moder- 
ator of the Saline Association, was born in Laud- 
erdale Co., AL in 1825. In his earlier life, Samuel 
had been a school teacher. The Hendersons came 
to the Saline Co. area in either 1833 or 1834. He 
was ordained in 1836. 

He preached his first sermon in Saline 

Co. under a large oak tree near where the Saline 
Association was organized in 1836. He was pastor 
of Union Church from 1834 to 1840, organized 
North Fork Church in 1837 and served as pastor 
until 1841. He assisted in the organization of the 
association and was moderator for 1836 and 
1837. He died in Perry Co in 1842. "He had an ex- 
ceedingly strong and clear voice, and its echoes 
came back from the surrounding hills and val- 
leys and seemed to repeat his words, "Come to 
Christ." Mrs. Henderson died in 1859. 

Their son, John C. was called as pastor of 
Union Church in April of 1868 and was ordained 
in October. In 1889 he was pastor of Pleasant 
Grove Church, Pulaski Co., and North Fork [not 
according to the records] and Union Churches in 
Saline Co. He was moderator of the Saline Assoc. 
in 1869-1870 and again in 1889. 


Eld. Robert M. Thrasher 

Eld. Robert M. Thrasher was born in 
Lafayette Co., TN, Dec. 14, 1827. Thrasher came 
to Dallas Co. with his parents in 1843. He was a 
student, and then later a teacher at the Military 
Institute at Tulip. 

He enlisted in the 18th Arkansas Infantry 
during the Civil War, and advanced to become 
captain of his company. He fought in several bat- 
tles, and was taken prisoner at the surrender of 
Port Hudson. While a prisoner he preached to the 
prisoners, and baptized several converts. 

He came to Hot Spring Co. Jan. 15, 1867 
where he resided until his death, Feb. 15, 1896. He 
was County Examiner for Hot Spring Co. and rep- 
resented the County in the 24th session of the 
General Assembly. 
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Thrasher was licensed to preach in 1850, 
and was ordained an elder at Samaria Church in 
Dallas Co on Nov. 22, 1852 by a presbytery con- 
sisting of Elders W. W. Wyatt and J. T. Craig. He 
helped organize Hopewell Church, Dallas Co., the 
oldest present member of the Judson Associa- 
tion. He was actively engaged in the ministry un- 
til his death, Feb. 15, 1896. "He served the Saline 
Assoc. as clerk six years and as moderator nine 
years (1871-1878, 1888), and was one of the most 
powerful ministers in the history of the associa- 
tion."24 


Elder Hawes H. Coleman 

Eld. Coleman was elected moderator of 
the Saline Assoc. when it met with Bluff Springs 
Church, Dallas Co., in 1851 and again when it 
met with New Hope Church, also in Dallas Co. in 
1854. Little is recorded about Coleman "but we 
are told by some of our old citizens who knew 
him that he was a very large man and one of the 
most powerful preachers of his day. He did most 
of his ministerial work in Dallas and Hempstead 


counties."2° 


Eld. Isaac C. Perkins 

Another of the early leaders was Eld. 
Isaac C. Perkins who served as the second Moder- 
ator beginning in 1838 and continuing thru the 
1846 and again in the 1848 session. 

According to Rogers (pp. 206-208) Perkins 
was born in Georgia and came to Arkansas in 
1831 and organized one of the first Baptist 
churches in Southwest Arkansas (without speci- 
fying which--could have been Mine Springs, con- 
stituted in 1840). Perkins was moderator of 
Saline Assoc. for 12 years, was in the organiza- 
tion of the State Convention in 1848 representing 
Mine Creek (now Nashville) Church, and was 
elected as the first president. In an article written 
by Rev. Samuel Stevenson, "His qualifications 
did not consist in great talent or learning for he 
had charge of a family before he was able to read 
God's Holy Word. He had entered this field alone 
(South Arkansas)--spent months and even years 
proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ 
without seeing the face of a Baptist minister. He 
had traveled five thousand miles annually for 
many years without receiving one dollar in 
money as compensation for his labor. He was em- 
phatically the father of the Baptist cause in 
South Arkansas. He was universally known and 
revered as a truly humble and devoted Christ 
(sic.) minister." 

1854 

The 1854 session of the Saline Associa- 
tion met with New Hope Church, Dallas Co. The 
introductory message was preached by Eld. 
Aaron Bolt. The former moderator was N. G. 
Smith. Eld. Hawes H. Coleman was elected as 
moderator. 


The Rockport [Malvern], Hopewell and 
Pine Bluff Churches were received by petitionary 
letter. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Caroline, Red River and Liberty Associ- 
ations. Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Red River, R. M. Thrasher; Liberty, 
R. J. Coleman; Carolina, John Y. Lindsey; 
Bartholomew; Dardanelle; and the State Conven- 
tion. 

Committees included Destitution, R. M. 
Thrasher, J. Y. Lindsey; Sabbath Schools, Aaron 
Bolt, R. M. Thrasher; State of Religion, David 
Dodd; Obituaries, S. Douthat. 

Plans were made for Ministers and Dea- 
cons meetings to discuss "matters of doctrine and 
usages" for North Fork, Saline Co., Sep. 1855; 
Spring Hill, Aug. 1855, R. M. Thrasher to preach; 
and Brush Creek, May, 1855, J. T. Craig to preach. 

Evidently the writings of J. R. Graves, es- 
pecially in defense against the incursion of the 
Campbellite "reformers" had reached the atten- 
tion of the Association, resulting in their passing 
the following resolution: 

"WHEREAS, Our beloved and esteemed 
brother, J. R. Graves, editor of the Tennessee Bap- 
tist, has been charged by Alexander Campbell as 
not being a faithful exponent of Baptist doctrines 
and practices; Therefore, 

"Resolved, That we regard him as a faith- 
ful exponent of Baptist (Bible) doctrines and prac- 
tices, that he is only battling error, and contend- 
ing for the doctrines for which our forefathers 
suffered. 

"Resolved, That we approve and encourage 
his attacks on Mr. Campbells water system." 


Abstract of Faith 
Printed in the 1854 minute 

ARTICLE 1st. We believe in one true and 
living God, the Father, the Word, and Holy Ghost, 
1st John 5:7; John 1 ch. 1,2,3 vs.; 1st Tim. 3 ch 16 
vs. 

2nd. We believe that the Scriptures com- 
prising the Old and New Testaments are the word 
of God, and the only rule of faith and practice. 2 
Tim. 3:15, 16; 2 Peter.d- 24 home 15:4. 

3d. We believe in the doctrine of Election, 
according as God has chosen us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love, in 
whom ye also that after ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise. Eph. 1:4, 13; 1st. Peter 1:2: 
lst. Thess. 2:13,14. 

4th. We believe in the doctrine of original 
sin, by the fall of Adam. Gen. 3:6-7; Ps. 5:6; Rom. 
5:12-14. 

Sth. We believe in man's incapacity by his 
own free will and ability, to recover himself from 
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the fallen state in which he is by nature. Is. 1:5-6; 
John 6:44; Eph. 2:1. 

6th. We believe that sinners are justified 
in the sight of God, by the imputed righteousness 
of Christ only. Jer. 23:6; Rom. 4:22,24; 1st Cor. 
1:30. 

7th. We believe that the Saved shall be 
preserved in Grace, and never fall finally away. 
Ps. 89:25,31; Heb. 8:10,12; John 10:28. 


Others preaching at this meeting included 
Elders J. J. Cobb, J. C. Tomme, and Hawes H. 
Coleman. 

Ordained Ministers in 1854 were: Hawes 
H. Coleman, James T. Craig, J. V. McCulloch, 
Robert M. Thrasher, Aaron Bolt, Jesse Reeves, 
John Y. Lindsey, D. G. Barnett, S. Douthat, John 
Hesson, William Frost, R. J. Coleman, and J. C. 
Tomme. 

Twenty-one churches with a total mem- 
bership of 1,170 were represented. These 
churches included: Anchor, Bethsada, Bluff 
Spring, Brush Creek, Franceway, Friendship, 
Hopewell, Kentucky, Liberty, Marble, Mt. Har- 
mony, Mt. Pleasant, New Hope, Philadelphia, 
Pine Bluff, Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hill, Prince- 
ton, Rockport, Salem, Salem, Samaria, Shiloh, 
South Fork, Spring Creek, Spring Hill, Temper- 
ance Hill, Tulip, and Union. 

1855 

The 1855 Association was held with 
Philadelphia Church, 5 miles SE of Prattsville. 

Eld. John Y. Lindsey was Moderator and 
Sherrod W. Nowlin was clerk. Eld. James J. Cobb 
was elected to preach the Introductory Message 
and Eld. Hawes H. Coleman to preach the 11:00 
AM Sunday Message on missions. 

Churches represented: Anchor, Brush 
Creek, Big Creek, Big Maumelle, Fairplay, 
Fairview, France-Way, Hot Springs, Kentucky, 
Liberty, Marble, Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Tabor, North 
Fork, Philadelphia, Pleasant Grove, Rockport, 
Salem, Shiloh, South Fork, Spring Creek, Spring 
Hill, Union. 

1856 

The 1856 meeting was held at North Fork 
Church, Paron, Saline Co. Eld. John Y. Lindsey 
was Moderator and Sherrod W. Nowlin was 
Clerk: 

Churches represented: Big Maumelle, 
Brush Creek, Fairplay, Fairview, France-Way, 
Kentucky, Liberty, Mt. Tabor, North Fork, Per- 
ryville, Philadelphia, Pleasant Grove, Pleasant 
Hill, Shiloh, Spring Creek, South Fork, Union 

1857 

The 1857 meeting was held at Franceway 
Church, Hot Spring Co. Eld. John Y. Lindsey was 
Moderator and Sherrod W. Nowlin was Clerk. 

1858 

The 1858 meeting was held with South 
Fork Church, Saline Co. Eld. John Y. Lindsey 
was Moderator and H. McCollum was Clerk. 


1859 
The 1859 meeting was held at Spring 
Creek, Saline Co. Eld. John Y. Lindsey was Mod- 
erator and H. McCollum was Clerk. 


1860 

The 1860 meeting was held with Mt. 
Pleasant Church in Montgomery Co (Harrold 
P.O.). The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. D. G. Barnett from I Cor. 15:58. 

Eld. John Y. Lindsey was Moderator and 
Hugh McCollum (Rockport P.O.) was Clerk. 

Smith's Creek and Mt. Zion were received 
by petitionary letter. 

Others preaching included Elders William 
Graham, D. G. Barnett, the Missionary Sermon 
from II Cor. 5:20, D. Hammons, and D. G. Barnett 
again on Sunday night. 

The Association had been divided into 
four districts. The Second District meeting was 
held at South Fork Church, Hot Spring Co., in 
Sep., 1860. The First District meeting was held 
with Big Creek in Saline Co. The next was sched- 
uled to be with Liberty Church, with Eld. John 
Walters to preach the Introductory Sermon. 

The Mission Board met at Spring Creek in 
November, 1859. Eld. Lindsey, serving as mis- 
sionary, held a protracted meeting at Franciway 
Church for 10 days with 12-15 professions. He 
baptized 10 and received $7.00. 

The Mission Board met again in the 
Spring of 1860 and appointed Elder Lindsey "to 
ride as much of his time as he could." He reported 
traveling about 1,000 miles on a forty-day tour, 
preaching 40 times, and baptized about 20. 

The following query was received: "Is it 
proper for Baptist churches to receive the bap- 
tism of other denominations as baptism, when 
administered by immersion?" The answer given: 
"No." 

Seventeen churches were represented at 
this meeting, the last for which we have minutes 
before the Civil War: 

Hot Spring Co.: Oak Grove, Brush Creek, 
South Fork, Oak Hill, Fairplay, Franciway, 
Smith Creek, Mt. Zion 

Saline Cow Liberty, Springs Creek 
Philadelphia, Mt. Tabor, Big Creek, Kentucky 

Perry Co.: South Fourche 

Pulaski Co.: Big Maumelle 

Montgomery Co.: Mt. Pleasant 

Listed, but not represented were: 

Saline Co.: Union, North Fork, Salem, 
Fairview 

Hot Spring Co.: Hot Springs, Big Creek 

Pulaski Co.: Pleasant Grove 

Perry. Con. Perryville 

1861 

The 1861 meeting was held with Big Creek 
Church, Hot Spring Co. Eld John Y. Lindsey was 
Moderator and W. T. Poe was Clerk. 

Eld. John Y. Lindsey was scheduled to 
preach the Introductory Sermon and Eld. D. G. 
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Barnett was scheduled to preach the Missionary 
Sermon. 
1862 
The 1862 meeting was held with Hot 
Springs Church, Garland Co. Eld. John Y. Lind- 
sey was Moderator and M. McCollum was Clerk. 


Interruption by the Civil War 

As was the case with many churches and 
associations, the Civil War and the "reconstruc- 
tion" interrupted many church and associational 
activities. The Saline Association did not meet 
after the 1862 session at Hot Springs until the 
1868 meeting at Marble. Twenty-three churches 
were represented in the 1861 session at Big Creek, 
but twelve at Hot Springs in 1862 and only seven 
in the 1868 session at Marble. Also, in 1861 the 
Pine Bluff Association was organized. John 
Young Lindsey, for many years a leader in the as- 
sociation, died in 1866. 

1868 

The 1868 meeting was held with Marble 
Church in Saline Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. R. M. Thrasher from I Cor. 
14:40. 

Eld. Thomas Whitten was Moderator and 
Eld. R. M. Thrasher was Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Friendship, Montgomery Co., H. H. Williamson, 
Clerk, R. J. Housley and T. Ratcliffe, messengers. 
Eld. J. J. Adams, pastor. 

Magnet Cove, Hot Spring Co., B. F. Cook, 
clerk. Sam A. Powers and J. C. Powers, messen- 
gers. Eld. Robert M. Thrasher was pastor. 

Ouachita, Hot Spring Co., Sam H. Davis, J. 
Kemp, and R. J. Benson, messengers. Eld. John 
Clem, pastor. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders Wilkins Tate, R. M. Thrasher, J. J. Adams, J. 
B. Miller, Rufus M. Lindsey, A. J. Hutchingson, J. 
H. Howard, John C. Henderson, C. F. Moore, J. A. 
Baker and Thomas Whitten. 

A committee was appointed "to investi- 
gate the report in regard to certain Churches and 
Members of this Association, practicing open 
communion..." 

The committee reported that such did oc- 
cur at Marble Church, but the pastor, Eld. 
Thomas Whitten, declared "that this invitation 
was not intended to violate the practice of the 
Churches of this Association by introducing 
what is commonly called open communion, sup- 
posing such an invitation would be sufficient 
barrier to all who had not complied with the re- 
quirements of the Bible." 

The Committee concluded, "We would say, 
in conclusion, that Elders Thomas Whitten and 
W. J. Neighbors declare, that they are sorry such 
reports are in circulation, prejudicial to the 


churches of this Association, and that hereafter 
they will extend the invitation to the Lord's Sup- 
per in unequivocal language." 

The Committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the position of the Baptists of Mayfield, 
KY, published in The Baptist (Dr. J. R. Graves, Ed- 
itor) of July 18, 1868. This article, about 1.5 pages 
in length, was placed in the Minute. 

The issue of baptism by immersion from 
other denominations and the stand made on 
"closed communion" affirms that our Baptist 
fore-fathers were indeed, "Landmarkers," and 
sound in the faith. 

These churches were represented at this 
session: 

Bethlehem, W. J. Neighbors, pastor; Brushy 
Creek, R. M. Thrasher, pastor; Fairplay, R. M. 
Thrasher; Franciway, R. M. Thrasher; Hot 
Springs, Wilkins Tate; Kentucky, John C. Hen- 
derson; Marble, Thomas Whitten; Mt. Pleasant, 
J. J. Adams; Magnet Cove, R. M. Thrasher; North 
Fork, W. J. Neighbors; Oak Grove, John Clem; 
Ouachita, John Clem; Rockport, J. C. Henderson; 
Salem, J. C. Henderson; Smith Creek, Wilkins 
Tate; South Fork, W. J. Neighbors; Union (Mt. 
Ida); Friendship, J. J. Adams; Union, A. J. 
Hutchinson; Pleasant Grove, A. J. Hutchinson 

1869 

The 1869 session was held at Smith 
Creek. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. W. J. Neighbors from Acts 26:22, followed 
by Eld. John C. Henderson in exhortation. 

Eld. John C. Henderson was elected as 
Moderator, and Eld. Robert M. Thrasher served 
as clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Friendship, Lone Hill, DeRoche, New Hope 
[Poyen], and Alder Springs. 

Others preaching included Elders J. C. 
Clem from John 11:29, J. J. Adams from John 
19:30, Robert M. Thrasher, at 11 AM on Sunday, 
from II Cor. 5:20-21, C. F. Moore from Matt. 
12:41, John C. Henderson from Luke 22:32, and 
James Amerson. 

A short biographical sketch was given on 
Eld. Wilkins Tate, who had died on Sep. 13, 1869, 
at his home in Hot Spring Co. 

Eld. Tate was ordained in 1840 in Gilmer 
Co., GA by the Elija Baptist Church, with Elders 
James Adams and Philip Ramsour composing 
the ordaining counsel. 

The report stated Elder Tate had pastored 
"successfully in the bounds of the Saline Associa- 
tion for about sixteen years. He was a firm, zeal- 
ous and devoted pastor, and universally loved by 
his brethren in Christ." 

Twenty-eight churches were represented, 
indicating 212 baptisms and a total membership 
of 1,005. The Statistics indicated: 
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Messengers 
R. C. Short, Benjamin Nobles, 
James Wood 
D. F. Morrison, H. Elliott, Wm. 
Brown 
John Guerin, M. F. Guerin, A. 
Muse 

Sidney Funk, W. H. Davis, 
John Yates 
B. M. Phillips, J. T. Thornton, 
W. A. Halcomb 
M. L. Nelson, H. Devenport, R. 
Devenport 
T. C. Hunnicutt, C. Milton, 
H. Williamson 
H. J. Clift, J. W. Collie, Lewis 
Collie 
James M. Amerson 
William Terry. W. R. H. Mills, 
James Mills 
John Clem, Moses Stanley, 
John W. Norton 
D. Willhite, C. T. Glenn. 
Peter Smith 
J.J. Adams, B. F. Bledsoe. 
Jesse A. Muse 
L. A. Cook, John Martin, 
Jasper Green 
M. Brazil, W. R. Henslee, 
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E. L. Mainard, C. J. Elliott. 
W. W. Protho 
R. M. Thrasher, 
H. McCollum, J. J. Gillis 
Daniel James, John Curtis, 
J. E. Owen 
W. J. and L. J. Neighbors, 
J. M. Hollinshead 
William P. Buster, W. H. 
Rigsby, Jos Smith 
Jesse James, H. S. Glenn, 
N. Wright 
J. W. Montgomery, L. P. 
Goodwin. L. Ellis 
C. C. Pope, James Bybee, E. W. 
Amerson 
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1870 

The 1870 meeting was held with Fairplay 
Church in Saline Co. Eld. J. C. Henderson was 
scheduled to preach the Introductory Sermon and 
Eld. Rufus M. Lindsey to preach the Missionary 
Sermon. 

Eld. John C. Henderson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. Robert M. Thrasher was 
elected as Clerk. . 

1871 

The 1871 meeting was held with Mt. 
Pleasant Church, Montgomery Co., with a Harold 
post office. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. John Clem, from Matt. 5:16, "Ye 
are the light of the World." 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Sulphur Springs, Mt. Tabor, Zion, Rock Springs 
and Mt. Zion. 

Eld. Robert M. Thrasher was elected as 
Moderator and Bro. William Daniel as Clerk and 
Treasurer. Eld. Thrasher had served as Clerk 
during the 1868-1870 sessions, would serve as 
Moderator through the 1878 session, and again 
in 1888. He again served as clerk from 1884-1886. 
William Daniel, who was not a preacher served as 
Clerk through 1877, and then was elected as Mod- 
erator in 1879 and served through the 1884 ses- 
sion. 

Committees and members were: 

On preaching--George H. Speer, C. Cain, J. 
A. Muse, J. H. Caver, and W. R. Chambers 

Documents--J. P. Blackwell, J. A. Baker, 
L. Ellis 

Destitution--J. Spurlin, C. T. Glenn, J. T. 
Thornton 

Sunday Schools--William Daniel, L. S. 
Neighbors, L. I. Williamson 

Finance-=J; H. Howard, A; J. RitteriN. 1. 
Williams 

Prayer Meetings--J. E. McGoveran, J. B. 
Miller, J. Guerin 

Ministerial Education--J. C. Henderson, 
C. F. Moore, L. A. Cook 

Mutual Relations of Ministers and 
Churches--W. J. Neighbors, P. Smith, J. A. Good- 
son 

Domestic Missions--J. J. Adams, R. M. 
Lindsey, R. E. Ross, E. D. Goza, T. Ratcliff 

Temperance--C. F. Moore, J. J. Yates, A. J. 
Kinsey 

Duties of Deacons--J. Clem, J. Neal, J. C. 
Henderson, Z. T. McVay. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Pine Bluff, Judson, Caddo, Dard- 
anelle, and Red River Associations. 

The following item of miscellaneous 
business was recorded, "Whereupon it was stated 
that a certain person had professed faith in 
Christ and been baptized, who afterwards became 
satisfied that she was not a true believer at the 
time of her baptism. Elder J. C. Henderson in- 
quired if her baptism was scriptural, which was 


unanimously decided in the negative, since none 
but true believers in Christ are proper subjects for 
baptism." 

1872 

The 1872 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, Saline Co.26 The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. Joseph P. Howard. 

Big Creek, Hot Spring Co., with a Rockport 
post office, was accepted by petitionary letter. 
This church was organized in 1855 and had pre- 
viously represented in the Association, and 
hosted the 1861 meeting. The Philadelphia 
Church, Perry Co., was also received back into 
the Association. 

Eld. Robert M. Thrasher was elected as 
Moderator and Bro. William Daniel was elected 
as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were present 
from the Red River and Pine Bluff Associations. 
Corresponding messengers were appointed to the 
Pine Bluff, Judson, Caddo, Dardanelle, Red River, 
and Caroline Associations. 

Also preaching at this session were Elders 
Marshal D. Early and Thomas Whitton (visitors 
from the Red River Assoc.); D. G. Barnett and 
Samuel Stevenson (visitors from the Pine Bluff 
Assoc.); J. J. Adams, J. Clem, W. J. Neighbors, J. 
T., Thornton, E. Dyer,.E. Ll. .Mainard,” hs is 
Thrasher, and Rufus M. Lindsey. 

Eld. Rufus M. Lindsey was employed as 
"Missionary to travel and preach in the limits 
and bounds of the Saline Association, and that 
said Association devise means to remunerate 
him for services rendered during the ensuing As- 
sociational year." 

After admitting being "at a great loss to 
decide what course to take in preparing a report 
on this important subject, " the Committee on 
Sunday Schools, recommended "that all the min- 
isters of this Association, and especially the pas- 
tors, preach on the importance of studying the 
Bible and make an effort to organize a Sunday- 
School in each church of this Association... 

"That we recommend to the churches of 
the Association the importance of keeping the 
Sabbath or Lord's day according to the require- 
ments of God's word; that is, that they meet to- 
gether every Lord's day at the house of God for 
worship and religious instruction." Eld. R. M. 
Thrasher was chairman. 

(Note: This report is rather significant if 
we realize most churches had "preaching" one 
Sunday per month, many members were not lit- 
erate, the church houses were poorly heated and 
usually had no Sunday School rooms, trans- 
portation was limited and roads were difficult to 
travel during winter or rainy weather). 

Thirty-three churches were represented at 
this meeting. 


1873 
The 1873 meeting was held with Brush 
Creek Church, in Grant Co. The Introductory 
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Sermon was preached by Eld. Stephen Rowe, who 
was listed as pastor of Corinth Church.27 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. William Daniel was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

The following churches were received by 
petitionary letters: 

Ten Mile Creek, Saline Co., organized in 
1873; Corinth, Garland Co., now known as Oak- 
lawn, organized in 1872; Damascus, Hot Spring 
Co., organized about 1856; Hickory Grove, Hot 
Spring Co., organized in 1873, and Hopewell, 
Saline Co. [gave a Benton address] 

Eld. Rufus M. Lindsey was again elected as 
missionary. 

Elder Lindsey and William Daniel, the 
clerk, had been appointed to divide the Associa- 
tion into four districts. The purpose was "to hold 
their several meetings on the fifth Sundays in the 
ensuing associational year." 


1874 

The 1874 meeting was held with Friend- 
ship Church, Montgomery Co., 3 miles west of 
Cedar Glades, on the Little Rock to Mt. Ida Road. 
The Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. R. 
M. Thrasher. 

The Moderator, Eld. R. M. Thrasher, and 
Clerk, Bro. William Daniel, were both re-elected. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Concord, Hot Spring Co., with a Bluffton post of- 
fice; and Harmony Church, Montgomery Co., 
with a Harold post office. 

A very interesting report on Sunday 
Schools was given by J.A.R. Hunt, chairman of 
the committee. It read in part: 

"We have in our Sunday schools a spas- 
modic life; our churches are bad enough in their 
spasmodic way of living, but our Sunday schools 
are worse. It goes about after this fashion: The 
Sunday school has its first session about May or 
June, and takes a month or two to drum up the 
teachers and scholars and get under headway. It 
is in full blast then until December; then the win- 
ter is too cold for Sunday school; and so, the poor 
school dies, or, like the bear, hides itself until 
spring. The old brethren hang on, and sing, and 
pray and serve God, leaving the children to go 
into vanity and folly; so it goes, year after year. 
What shall be done? Do not the young need Sun- 
day schools in winter? Yea; more in winter than 
any other time. What shall be done? What would 
a saloon-keeper do if his house was too cold for 
his customers to sit in? He would build a chim- 
ney, or buy a stove, and make a big fire in it. 
Therefore, let us do the same in our church- 
houses; then our children could go to Sunday 
school, and learn the word of God and worship 
him. Hence, dear brethren, let us prove our faith 
by our works, and God will bless us, and hundreds 
of children will be gathered into his kingdom." 

Also please note the report on Ministerial 
Education, 


"Dear brethren, we believe that God has 
completed the revelation of his will to man, and 
that will is contained in the Bible. If this be true, 
it follows, as a matter of course, that the day of 
inspiration and revelation is past, and what we 
know of the will and purpose of God must be ob- 
tained from the Bible. But the Bible was given to 
the world in languages--the Old Testament in He- 
brew, and the New Testament in Greek. Those 
who would teach the will of God to their fellow- 
men must learn his will from the Bible, in the 
original tongue in which the inspired men wrote, 
or from faithful translations of the original. In 
either case it follows that those who preach the 
truth, as it is in Christ Jesus, must learn that 
truth from the Word of God. Therefore Paul says 
to Timothy: 'Study to show thyself approved unto 
God; a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. Till I come, 
give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine.. We conclude, therefore, that the minister 
of the Gospel should be an educated man, that is, 
he should be able to read the Scriptures intelli- 
gently in his own tongue.” 

1875 

The 1875 meeting was held with Oak 
Grove Church, Hot Spring Co., seven miles from 
Rockport, west side of the river. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. C. F. Moore, pastor 
at Magnet Cove and Ten Mile. 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. William Daniel was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Holly Creek and Union,2® Saline Co.; Clear 
Creek, McClendon Springs, and New Prospect, 
Garland Co.; and Wyandotte, Hot Spring Co. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Caddo River, Judson, and Red River As- 
sociations. 

Eld. J. H. Milburn, editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist, addressed the Association, urging it to be 
the duty of our Baptists to subscribe for the paper. 

Others preaching at this session were E]- 
ders J. H. Milburn, H.J.P. Horn, J. H. Carpenter, 
J. R. Hughes, B. S. Taylor, Isom P. Langley, S. F. 
Funk, J.C.C. Evans, J. A. Haycraft, and G. W. 
Gentry. 

It was the usual custom to try to "preach" 
all those visiting from other associations. There- 
fore, preaching services might be held simulta- 
neously in several locations, sometimes includ- 
ing a grove near the church. This particular year 
preaching services were held at the "Colored 
Methodist Church, Colored Baptist Church," and 
"M. E. Church". 

Eld. B. S. Taylor was elected Missionary 
for the ensuing year. 
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Deacon William Daniel 

Deacon William Daniel was born in 
Wayne Co., NC, in 1813. He came to Tennessee in 
1831 and was married to Miss Sarah Dickinson 
in Haywood Co. in 1835. He moved to Arkansas 
in 1844, and settled near Tulip, in Dallas Co. 

He and his wife professed faith in Christ, 
and were baptized into the fellowship of Tulip 
Baptist Church29 by Eld. William H. Bayliss, on 
Sep. 17, 1847. He continued an active member of 
this Church several years. Later he moved ten 
miles southwest, and united with New Hope 
Church and remained there respected and 
beloved, until 1870, when he moved to Hot Spring 
Co., and settled three miles west of Malvern. He 
united with Oak Grove Church and became one of 
her most exemplary and useful members. Bro. 
Daniel was in the organization of the Judson 
Assoc. He was Moderator of the Saline Regular 
Baptist Association six years (1879-1884), having 
previously been Clerk of the same body several 
sessions (1871-1877). 

He was Sheriff of Dallas Co. four years, 
and County and Probate Judge of Hot Spring Co. 
two years. In all these positions he served with 
dignity, ability, honesty and faithfulness. 

He was active and faithful until stricken 
down by paralysis in Nov., 1884. Though he par- 
tially recovered from the first attack, he was 
never well again, but gradually grew worse until 
his death, which occurred June 14, 1888. 

--written by R. M. Thrasher 


After the unusual Sunday School report of 
the previous year, the Committee on Sabbath 
Schools reported that "but two churches to-wit 
Hot Springs and South Fork report Sabbath 
schools, and indeed can this be really true; that of 
all the churches composing this body only two 
Sabbath schools in actual organization, alas, 
alas, how lamentably ill-timed negligence." 


1876 

The 1876 meeting was held with Ten Mile 
Creek Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. William J. Neighbors from I Cor. 
15:58. 

Eld. Robert M. Thrasher was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. William Daniels was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Among the visitors was Eld. T. P. Boone, 
senior editor of the Western Baptist and Eld. J. B. 
Hartwell, missionary from China. 

At this meeting the Constitution was 
changed to name the Association the Saline Bap- 
tist Association, instead of the Saline Regular 
United Baptist Association. 

On Sunday, Sunday School exercises were 
conducted by Eld. Samuel Stevenson. At 11 AM 
and also at 2 PM, the congregation was addressed 
by Eld. J. B. Hartwell, missionary to China, on 


the religion, manners and customs of the Chi- 
nese. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported that four churches--Hot Springs, South 
Fork, Ten Mile Creek, and Smith Creek--were 
conducting Sunday Schools. 

The Committee on Documents reported 
the petition of Spring Creek to join the Pine Bluff 
Association "for convenience", and recom- 
mended the request be granted.90 

1877 

The 1877 meeting was held with South 
Fork Church in Garland Co. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. John L. Hales, from Luke 12:43. Eld. 
Hales, from Malvern, was pastor of Big Creek 
and New Prospect Churches. 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. William Daniel was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Churches received by petitionary letter 
were: . 

Mount Harmony, Benton, Saline Co., rep- 
resented by C. F. Moore (pastor), D. R. Parker 
(clerk), and R. B. Roseman. 

New Prospect, Malvern, Hot Spring Co., 
represented by J. L. Hales (pastor), J. H. Johnson 
(clerk), and D. C. Myers 

Ebenezer, Malvern, Hot Spring Co., repre- 
sented by B. Hodges and E. W. Gentry. J. Clem was 
pastor and J. J. Wiggins was clerk. 

The following churches were "dropped 
from the list of churches of this Association for 
non-representation": Antioch, Concord, Har- 
mony, Mount Zion, New Hope (Grant), New Hope 
(Montgomery), Ouachita and Zion. 

On motion, the constitution was read, and 
the first article was changed to read "The Saline 
Baptist Association,” instead of the "Saline Regu- 
lar United Baptist Association." However, the 
1878 session approved a resolution specifying the 
name as "Saline Regular Baptist Association." 

Others preaching at this session were E]l- 
ders T. B. Espy from I Pet. 1:5-9, William Tucker 
from John 3:7, Isaac Welch from Rom. 5:1, and 
James E. McGoveran from John 9:24. 

1878 

The 1878 meeting was held with Magnet 
Cove Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. R. M. Thrasher from Heb. 12:28- 
Poa 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. R. B. Clyde (Hot Springs 
Church) was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Walnut Bottom, Saline Co., A. J. Webb 
was listed as Clerk. 

Liberty Grove, Saline Co., represented by 
S. W. Glover, J. A. Ragan, and G. Wilson, who was 
also clerk. They listed a Blands post office, with 
H. M. Harvey as pastor. 
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Charity, Garland Co, represented by Wm. 
McClendon, G. W. Hardin (clerk, Hot Springs), 
and B. Nobles. C. F. Moore was pastor. 

Others preaching were Elders F. D. Hale, 
C. F. Moore, (pastor of Charity) from II Tim. 4:1- 
6, Thomas Whitten from John 1:17, J. H. Howard 
(paster of Ouachita) from Acts 20:28, E. Merrill 
nae 3:14-15, and John Clem from Matt. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "With sorrow, we are forced to tell the 
same old story--nothing doing; no progress. Year 
after year this association has adopted reports 
containing suggestions and resolutions tending 
to the advancement of this work, and expressive 
of the sense of this body concerning the same; yet 
the churches, with very few exceptions, have done 
absolutely nothing." 


1879 

The 1879 meeting was held with Kentucky 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. J. C. Henderson from Acts 15:6. 

Bro. William Daniel was elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. C. T. Glenn was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Cedar Glades, Harold, Montgomery Co., 
represented by J. Sharp, William Bolt, John Mar- 
tin, and G. W. Howsley (clerk). W. J. Neighbors 
was pastor. 

Gravel Hill, Whittington, Saline Co., rep- 
resented by J. M. Hutchingson (clerk), T. C. 
Woody, T. C. Bearden and W. A. Shall. C. F. Moore 
was pastor. 

Malvern Church, Hot Spring Co., repre- 
sented by J. L. Hales (pastor), R. M. Thrasher, L. 
M. Noble, and A. J. Yarbrough. 

The clerk noted: The name of the last- 
named church represents New Prospect and 
Rockport Churches, being consolidated, and now 
known by the name Malvern Church. 

The Ellis Springs church was dropped 
from the Association "by her request." 

Others preaching included Elders Steven 
Rowe from Isa. 45:22, J. L. Hales, T. B. Espy 
preached the Missionary Sermon from Matt. 
28:19-20, J. C. Henderson from John 11:25-26, 
John Cheek from Heb. 9:4, W. J. Neighbors from 
II Pet. 2:4-6, and C. F. Moore from II Tim. 3:16-17. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Baptist State Convention, and Red 
River, Pine Bluff, Caddo River, and Dardanelle 
Associations. 

Eld. John Cheek was received as a Corre- 
sponding messenger from the United Baptist As- 
sociation. The Association elected Correspond- 
ing messengers to the United Baptist Association. 

1880 

The 1880 meeting was held with Marble 
Church, 3 miles east of Jessieville. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. James D. 
Jameson, from Col. 3 and 4. 
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Bro. William Daniel was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. C. T. Glenn was re-elected as 
Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders John 
Clem from Rom. 1:16, John Cheek from Acts 
26:9-10, James D. Jameson from I Tim. 3:15, W. 
H. Harley from Isa. 35:8-10, A.D.E. Williams 
from Acts 3:22, D. K. McVay, J. J. Adams from 
John 10:9, and W. J. Neighbors from Daniel 5:27. 

Corresponding messengers from the 
Caddo River and Liberty Associations were 
seated. 

A resolution was passed urging the Asso- 
ciation to help the Hot Springs Church, which 
had lost its church building in a fire. 

Elders J. W. Neighbors and J. E. McGov- 
eran had served as missionaries. They reported 
20 conversions, five baptisms and one church re- 
organized. 

During the past few years, the Fairplay 
Church reported the largest membership, 102 for 
this year. Deroche and Ouachita reported 77 
members, and Big Creek, Brush Creek, and Ken- 
tucky reported 66 members. 

1881 

The 1881 meeting was held with Lone Hill 
Church, near Malvern in Hot Spring Co. Eld. 
John Clem, pastor. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. J. E. McGoveran from Eph. 2:8. 

The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected 
by acclamation. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Antioch, Perryville, Perry Co., repre- 
sented by John J. Cook, E. H. Rankin, and Joseph 
Johnson. The pastor of Antioch, Bethel and Con- 
cord was J. H. Scruggs. 

Bethel, Alpin, Perry Co., represented by J. 
T. Coats, William Fuller, and J. W. Hodges. 

Bethel, Onyx, Yell Co., represented by J. E. 
McGoveran (pastor), J. A. Crawford, and J. C. Nel- 
son. 

Reyburn Creek, Malvern, represented by 
J. H. Sims, G. W. Carpenter, and R. C. Fitzhugh. B. 
C. Fitzhugh was pastor. 

Blue Point, Adona, Perry Co., represented 
by H. G. Scruggs, and J. M. Whitfield. H. T. Scruggs 
was pastor. 

Concord, Onyx, Yell Co., represented by W. 
C. Hanly and W. B. Robertson. J. E. McGoveran 
was pastor. 

Harmony, Long Creek, Perry Co. , repre- 
sented by J. H. Brazeal and Allen Williams. 

A letter from Bro. Michael Bozeman, the 
first Clerk of the Association, to Eld. R. M. 
Thrasher was read and ordered to be printed in 
the minutes. This letter was also reprinted in the 
1936 Centennial Minute, see p. 39. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Red River, Pine Bluff, Caddo River, 
Dardanelle, Judson, United, and South-east 
Arkansas Associations. 

Others preaching included Elders J. B. 
Yeager from Psalm 98:2, J. B. Taylor from Gen. 
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7:16, A. Yates, the Missionary Sermon, from 
John 3:17; J. D. Jameson; from Ex: 19:19; BYP. 
Hultsman from Acts 16:20, D. G. Barner from Col. 
2:9, and J. B. Yeager from I Tim. 1:10. 

Elders Hultsman, Taylor and Yeager were 
from the Judson Assoc. Eld. Yates was from the 
Red River Assoc. 

1882 

The 1882 meeting was held with Smith 
Creek Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. James D. Jameson, from I Pet. 
ea Wa le 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Shady Grove, Tatumville, Saline Co., rep- 
resented by J. B. Wilson, C. G. Byers, and J. L. 
Brown. J. W. Donaldson was pastor. 

White Plain, Harold, Montgomery Co, 
represented by W. D. Gillespie (clerk), W. Bradley, 
and T. Benson. J. J. Adams was pastor. 

New Hope, Tuno, Hot Spring Co., was rep- 
resented by J. G. Giles (clerk), G. W. Funk, and P. 
P. White. 

Hickory Grove, Houston, Perry Co., was 
represented by J. K. Reeder, E. Child, and John 
Black. C. A. Stroud was pastor. 

Bro. William Daniel was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. C. T. Glenn was re-elected as 
Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders John 
Clem from Luke 23:41, J. L. Hales from Psalm 2:3, 
D. K. McVay from Matt. 18:17-20, R. M. Thrasher 
from Rom. 10:13-15, A. Nelson (Caddo River 
Assoc.) from John 6:27, J. J. Adams from Mark 
13:27, E. Merrill from II Tim. 4:2, and J. D. Jame- 
son from Luke 24:23. 

A page was placed in the minute in mem- 
ory of Eld. Steven Rowe, first pastor of Oaklawn 
Church. He was born in Warren Co., GA on March 
21, 1802. He died at his home in Garland Co. on 
Aug. 11, 1881. 

Bro. Rowe was ordained to the ministry in 
1836, "and was ever a faithful, firm, zealous and 
devoted Preacher, universally beloved by his 
brethren in Christ." 


1883 

The Association met with South Fork 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. D. K. McVey, from Psalm 73:24. 

Bro. William Daniel was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. James E. McGoveran was 
elected as Clerk. 

Bethel No. 3 was received by petitionary 
letter. This church was located in Perry Co. with 
a Perryville post office. Representatives were J. J. 
Cook, William Garrett, and P. Roundtree. The 
pastor was Jacob Rogers. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders I. F. Welch from Matt. 15:22-27, William 
Tucker from I Cor. 5:7, J. D. Jameson from I Tim. 
6:6, R. M. Thrasher from Eph. 1:13, B. S. Taylor 
from I Tim. 4:2, I. N. Donehoo from Psalm 50:14, 


I. F. Welch from John 14:6, and B. S. Taylor from 
Psalm 104:8. 

Elders Tucker and Donehoo were repre- 
senting the Pine Bluff Assoc. and Eld. Welch was 
representing the Caddo Assoc. 

A memorial page was placed in the minute 
for Eld. Abner Files, the second pastor of 
Oaklawn Church. He was born April 12, 1809 in 
Pendleton District, SC, and died at his home in 
Garland Co. July 17, 1883. 

"Bro. Files was a man who possessed both 
piety and virtue, and had only to be known to be 
loved. He was licensed to preach Jan. 28, 1843, in 
Tuscaloosa Co, AL and was ordained at Bethle- 
hem Church, April 16, 1844. He moved to South- 
east Arkansas in 1860, and to Garland Co. in 
1874, having lived a long and useful life." 


1884 

The 1884 meeting was held with Union 
Church, Saline Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Elder R. M. Thrasher from Heb. 
10:24-26. 

Bro. William Daniel was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. Robert M. Thrasher was 
elected as Clerk. 

The Damascus Church, Hot Spring Co., 
was received by petitionary letter. The church 
was represented by James Cunningham, W. C. 
and O. P. Norwood. 

The Antioch Church directed an inquiry 
in reference to the ordination of Bro. David Lo- 
gan, who had been formerly ordained by the 
Primitive or "Hardshell" Baptists. The Associa- 
tion passed the following resolution, "Resolved, 
That it is the advice of this association that An- 
tioch Church proceed with the ordination of Bro. 
David Logan." 

The Association appointed corresponding 
messengers to the Red River, Pine Bluff, Caddo 
River, Judson, United, and Dardanelle Associa- 
tions, and also the Baptist State Convention. 

Eld. John C. Henderson offered a proposal 
to divide the Association, with the new as- 
sociation to be known as the Hot Springs Regular 
Baptist Association. 

Eld. W. A. Clark, State Evangelist and Fi- 
nancial Secretary for the Arkansas Baptist Con- 
vention, spoke on Missions at 11:00 A.M on 
Sunday. 

Others preaching included Elders W. J. 
Neighbors from Eccl. 12:13-14, D. K. McVay from 
John 21:19, J. E. McGoveran from I Cor. 10:16, 
William Tucker (visitor from the Pine Bluff As- 
soc.) from Luke 14:28, S. F. Funk from Matt. 7:13, 
C. F. Moore from I Pet. 1:10, and J. A. Johnson 
from I Cor. 2:14. 


1885 
The 1885 meeting was held with Bethel 
Church No. 2, Perry Co. This church, located nine 


miles W. of Perryville on AR Hwy. 60, reported an 
Aplin Post Office. 


The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Elid. W. A. Clark, by request of Eld. D. K. Mc- 
Vay, the appointee. Eld. Clark preached from 
Agts 16:5. 

Eid. W. A. Clark,?! who was pastor at Hot 
Springs, was elected as Moderator and Eld. R. M. 
Thrasher was elected as Clerk. The former mod- 
erator, Deacon William Daniel, was absent due to 
feeble health. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Shiloh Church, Pulaski Co., represented 
by W. A. Brantley and J. J. Wilson (clerk). The 
pastor was H. M. Harvey. 

Mountain Valley Church, Garland Co., 
represented by William Fowler, J. F. Guerin, and 
James Cambers. C. F. Guerin was clerk and W. J. 
Neighbors was pastor. 

Saline Church,” Saline Co.. represented 
by G. W. Edgin, W. M. James, W. T. James. S. R. 
Edgin was clerk and |. M. Dunnahoo was pastor. 

A letter of dismission was granted to Mt. 
Harmony Church, Saline Co., to unite with the 
Pine Bluff Association. 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher was appointed Histo- 
rian of the Saline Regular Baptist Association, to 
write a series of articles for the Arkansas Evan- 


Others preaching included Elders D. K. 
McVay from Mark 2:9, R. M. Thrasher from Rom. 
10:13-15. L P. Langley from John 17:4; W. A. 
Clark from Ezek. 33:11; J. L. Hales from Matt. 
5.13, and E. W. Gentry from II Cor. 5:14. 

1886 

The 1886 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs. Eld. R. M. Thrasher 
preached the Introductory. Sermon from I Cor. 
15:58. 

Dr. W.A. Clark was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. R.M. Thrasher was re-elected as 
Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Caddo River, Red River, and Pine Bluff 
Associations. Also, Eld. M. D. Early, Evangelist 
and Financial Secretary of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention, was invited to a seat in the Associa- 
ton. 

Friendship Church, Hot Spring Co., ap- 
plied for membership. The church was repre- 
sented by E. A. Fowler, W. T. Whitten (clerk) and 
R. FL Russell E.H.P. Horn was pastor. 

A telegram was read from Bro. J. W. Con- 
ger. president of Ouachita College at Arkadel- 
phia. 

It was noted in the Minute that this was 
the SEMI-CENTENNIAL MEETING. 

‘Fifty years ago the Saline Regular Baptist 
Association was organized at the residence of 
Bro. David Dodd in Saline Co., AR, 

‘This Association, composed of five little 
churches in 1836, with a total of seventy-ecight 
members, has made wonderful progress. Eight or 
ten Associations and about 15,000 members now 
occupy the territory once occupied by this Asso- 
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ciation. The Association now has 52 churches 
and over 2,000 members.” 

Others preaching included Elders Frank 
White, H. H. Coleman (Red River Assoc.), W. A. 
Clark, M. D. Early, B. N. Hultsman, J. L. Hales, D. 
K. McVay, R. M. Thrasher and J. H. Howard. 


1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Smith 
Creek Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. B. N. Hultsman from Heb. 12:28. 

Isaac Harrison was elected as Moderator 
and B. N. Hultsman was elected as Clerk. 

First Baptist Church, Little Rock, and 
Lono Church, Hot Spring Co. were received by pe- 
titionary letter. The Little Rock Church was rep- 
resented by J. K. Brantley, E. M. Phillips, and I. P. 
Langley. A. J. Epsy was pastor. The Lono Church 
was represented by Joshua A. Perry, James L. 
Deene, and Andrew Stiles. Bethel Walters was 
clerk and B. S. Taylor was pastor. 

Eld. B. N. Hultsman had served as associa- 
tional missionary for several years. He reported 
26 Sunday Schools organized, 320 conversions, 
and 188 baptisms. He was paid $600 for his work. 

The Committee on Obituaries memorial- 
ized Eld. William J. Neighbors. He was born in TN 
on Sep. 2, 1830. He professed faith in 1844 and 
then came to AR in 1846 and settled "in the 
bounds of this Association, where he lived up to 
the time of his death, which occurred on April 11, 
1887.” He was ordained in 1856. 

He pastored the following Churches: 
South Fork (also messenger), Bethlehem, Friend- 
ship, Marble, Smith Creek, Cedar Glades, and 
Mountain Valley. 

His wife, Hannah C. Neighbors was born 
Feb. 5, 1833, and died March 30, 1887, twelve 
days before her husband. 

1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Malvern 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. J. Howard Carpenter from I John 5:12. 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher was elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. C. T. Glenn was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Holly Creek, Saline Co., represented by 
William Gatlin, Preston Rucks, and A. J. May 

Clear Creek, Garland Co., represented by 
Eld. C. W. Harvey, Thomas Lee and Dave Gordy 

McClendon Springs, Garland Co., repre- 
sented by J. H. Harbin, William Harbin, and B. 
Nobles 

New Prospect, Garland Co., represented by 
James Hurst and S. H. Jennings 

Union, Saline Co., represented by Eld. R. 
M. Thrasher by proxy. 

Wyandotte, Hot Spring Co., represented by 
D. D. Denton, E. W. Eskew, and Bro. Sweet. 

Others preaching included Eld. J. H. Mil- 
burn, editor of the Arkansas Baptist, H.J.P. Horn 
from John 12:26 and Luke 6:38, J. H. Carpenter 
from Isa. 62:5, J. R. Hughes from Phil. 2:2, B. S. 
Taylor from I John 3:2, I. P. Langley from Acts 


54 Pioneer Faith 


10:10, S. F. Funk, J.C.C. Evans, J. A. Haycraft 
from Matt. 28:6-7, G. W. Gentry from John 3:16, 
and C. F. Moore from I Cor. 1:15. 

Eld. B. S. Taylor, Missionary, reported 96 
conversions, and 52 baptisms, and five Sunday 
Schools organized. 

1889 

The 1889 meeting was held with Salem 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. Sidney F. Funk from Psalm 50:14. 

Eld. J. C. Henderson was elected as Mod- 
erator and Hugh McCallum was elected as Clerk. 

The following churches presented Peti- 
tionary Letters: 

Mt. Harmony,°° represented by J. B. Lit- 
tle, R. A. Bettis, and Rufus Couch. 

Mt. Zion, represented by P. C. Lindsey, W. 
B. Hardage 

Center View, represented by W. L. Lecroy, 
S. W. Reaves, and M. M. Scroggin 

Buckville, represented by H. H. 
Williamson, John Ryan, and John Chew. 

Others preaching included Elders J. M. 
Haycraft from Matt. 28:19, J. A. Haycraft from II 
Tim. 2:14, W. F. Whitten, R. M. Thrasher from I 
Pet. 13:12, J. R. Holcomb (a corresponding mes- 
senger from the Caddo River Assoc.) from Acts 
iZ:Se Ie Khe Pace™irom Matt. 11-26-30" Neer: 
Thomas, and D. K. McVay from Acts 16:30. 


Eld. C. F. Moore 

A memorial was made for Eld. C. F. 
Moore, who had died at his home in Saline Co., 
Sep. 11, 1889. Eld. Moore was born in Franklin 
Co., TN Jan. 1, 1825. He moved to Saline Co. in 
1847. 

He enlisted in the Civil War, was wounded 
and taken as a prisoner. While a prisoner at Al- 
ton, IL in 1865 he professed faith in Christ. He re- 
turned to his home in 1866 and united with Fair- 
play Church, and was baptized by Eld. John Y. 
Lindsey.3+ Soon after his baptism, he was li- 
censed to preach. He was ordained on Feb. 21, 
1869 by a presbytery consisting of Elders R. M. 
Thrasher and John C. Henderson. 

During the 1870's Eld. Moore pastored 
Fairplay, Kentucky, Magnet Cove and Ten Mile 
Churches. 

The Memorial stated, "He was uneducated, 
yet he never failed to declare the truths of the 
gospel, as it is in Christ our Lord; choosing rather 
to suffer persecution than to deny the faith once 
delivered to the saints; he always endeavored to 
strengthen the brethren in the Lord, and warning 
the sinners to flee the wrath to come." 

1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with Reyburn 
Creek Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. W. A. Neighbors from II Cor. 
ia a 

Eld. G. W. Reeves, pastor of Hot Springs 
Church, was elected as Moderator and Eld. J. H. 


Bennett, pastor of Malvern Church, was elected 
as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Taylors Chapel, represented by J. R. But- 
ler. Eld. J. M. Clem was listed as pastor. 

East Union, represented by H. H. Myers, G. 
W. Wilson, and S. P. David, pastor. 

Others preaching included Elders J. J. 
Adams from Heb. 2:1, J. H. Bennett from Mark 
6:38, G. W. Reeves from Acts 13:31, T. W. Adams 
(Red River Assoc.) from Matt. 1:21, and A. Tucker 
(Pine Bluff Assoc.) from John 3:16. 

Delegates were appointed to the State 
Convention, and G. W. Reeves was appointed as 
delegate to the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Letters of dismission were granted to the 
following churches to form the Buckville Asso- 
ciation: Buckville, Montgomery Co.; Mt. Tabor, 
McClendon Springs, Rock Springs, and New 
Prospect, all in Garland Co. 

The name of the Association was changed 
by inserting the word "Missionary" for "Regular." 
1891 

The 1891 meeting was held with De Roche 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. W. W. Ritter. 

Eld G. W. Reeves was elected as Moderator 
and D. J. Kennedy, also from Hot Springs, was 
elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Glazier Peau, represented by Eld. W. L. 
Neighbors and W. T. Gresham 

Pleasant Ridge, represented by F. M. Kelly, 
N. G. Fisher and J. F. Handlin 

The White Plains Church was granted a 
letter of dismission. 

Others preaching included Elders G. W. 
Reeves from John 12:26, W. A. Welcher (pastor of 
First Baptist, Little Rock) from Matt. 6:10, C. M. 
Myrick (Red River Assoc.) from Isa. 9:6. 

1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with Big Creek 
Church, seven miles east of Malvern, Hot Spring 
Co. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. R. M. Thrasher from Eph. 5:1. 

Eld. J. A. Verser (Magnet Cove) was elected 
as Moderator and S. L. Holloway was elected as 
Clerk. 

The following churches presented peti- 
tionary letters: 

Valley, Hot Spring Co., represented by N. 
W. Holcomb and C. M. Moore. 

Unity, Saline Co., represented by Joseph 
Taylor and J. H. Hill 

Whittington, Garland Co., represented by 
Daniel James, Bethel Smith and Bennett Malone 

Bluff Springs, Hot Spring Co., represented 
by J. S. Martin, J. B. Gatlin and W. W. Burrow 

Others preaching included Elders Joseph 
Taylor, H. Rhodes, G. W. Reeves from I Cor. 3:22, 
J. H. Collins, W. H. Neighbors from John 4:29. 
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Correspondents were elected to the Caddo 
River, Buckville, Pine Bluff, Judson, and Red 
River Associations. Delegates were appointed to 
the State Convention. 

The Committee on Ministerial Education 
reported, "We should certainly recommend our 
own beloved Ouachita College as an institution 
eminently worthy in every respect of our entire 
patronage, as a product of our own work..." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "We find only twelve Sunday-schools re- 
ported from the churches. Also, we find that the 
churches having Sunday-schools are in prosper- 
ous condition." 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "Therefore, we recommend that this As- 
sociation heartily co-operate with the State Con- 
vention in the missionary work of our State." 

Eld. J. M. Power, Associational Mission- 
ary reported two churches organized. 


1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Ten Mile 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. B. S. Taylor from I John 3:8. 

Bro. J. A. Verser was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. C. T. Glenn was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Bethel Church, Hot Spring Co. 

New Hope No. 2, Hot Spring Co. 

Gravel Hill Church, Saline Co. 

Others preaching included Elders G. C. 
Stark, John Clem from Eph. 3:2, C. B. Henderson, 
W. H. Yates from II Tim. 4:2, J. S. Ragsdale from 
Ex. 2:6, James Taylor from Rev. 20:13, J. A. 
Smith, W. A. Neighbors from Psalm 118:25, J. H. 
Collins, J. L. Hales from II Kings 5:13, W. A. Clark 
from Acts 1:1, M. P. Thomas, Alex Tucker from I 
Cor. 13:13, B. S. Hamilton, J. M. Floyd from I Pet. 
2:23-24, and R. C. Medaris from Heb. 8:10-12. 

1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with North 
Fork Church, at Paron. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. A. G. McManaway, pastor of 
First Baptist, Little Rock, from Judges 7:18. 

Dr. E. C. Ellis was elected as Moderator 
and John C. Ross was elected as Clerk. 

Three churches presented petitionary let- 
ters: Cedar Grove, Saline Co., represented by J. F. 
James and William Lewis 

New Prospect, Saline Co., represented by 
D. A. Mills 

McClendon Springs, Garland Co., repre- 
sented by W. A. Manard and W. B. Magby. 

A Memorial was made for Eld. John C. 
Henderson, who was born July 27, 1825 in Laud- 
erdale Co., AL and moved to Saline Co. in 1834. 
His father, Eld. Samuel Henderson, was the first 
Moderator of the Association. 

Elder Henderson professed faith in Christ 
and joined Union Church in 1852. He married 
Miss Elizabeth Chenault, June 26, 1846. Hender- 
son was licensed by Union Church in 1868 and 


was ordained in Oct. of 1869 by Elders R. M. 
Thrasher, Wilkins Tate and Thomas Whitten. 


1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Lono 
Baptist Church, Hot Spring Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Dr. J. B. Moody, pastor 
at Hot Springs. 

Dr. E. C. Ellis was re-elected as Moderator 
and J. W. McDonald was elected as Clerk. 

Sulphur Springs Church, represented by 
D. D. Denton, was received by petitionary letter. 

Eld. B. S. Taylor, Associational Mission- 
ary, reported 56 conversions, 40 baptized, and six 
Sunday schools organized. 

Others preaching included Elders W. A. 
Clark, M. P. Thomas, J. B. Moody from Matt. 
28:20, R. C. Rhoden from I Cor. 15:52, and S. F. 
Funk from John 14:6. 

According to the Statistical Report, First 
Baptist at Little Rock, First Baptist at Hot 
Springs, and Malvern Church had preaching 
each Sunday. The other churches had preaching 
one Sunday per month. Total membership re- 
ported: Big Creek 108, DeRoche 110, Fairplay 116, 
Magnet Cove 100, and Ten Mile 97. 


1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Fairplay 
Baptist Church, Saline Co. Bro. R. C. Rhoden, of 
Malvern, preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Petitionary Letters were received from: 

New Marble, Garland Co., represented by 
C. T. Glenn, W. L. Johnson 

Nebo, Saline Co., represented by J. G. Rice, 
Jan Bure 

Perla, Hot Spring Co., represented by 
Jonathan Tucker, Robert C. Chappel. 

The Committee on Ministerial Education 
reported, "In view of the departure of the faith at 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, we 
also recommend a return to the old plan of estab- 
lishing a Theological Department in our 
Arkadelphia College." This report was presented 
by Eld. W. A. Jarrel, who was pastor at First Bap- 
tist in Hot Springs. The reference was to what is 
usually referred to as the "Whitsitt Controversy," 
in which Dr. William A. Whitsitt, president of the 
Seminary repudiated the concept of church 
succession. This eventually resulted in the 
Trustees asking for his resignation. 

Dr. W. A. Clark later offered the following 
resolution: 

"Whereas, W. H. Whitsitt, D.D., is retained 
as president of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, in face of the fact that he has for six 
years been aiding Pedobaptists in their opposi- 
tion to Baptists, by asserting that until 1641 all 
Baptists employed sprinkling or pouring, and 
that the family relation is more binding than the 
church relation; and whereas, Dr. Dargan has as- 
serted that Baptist succession is more a senti- 
ment than a fact; that Campbellites have as much 
succession as Baptists; and whereas, the other 
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professors have declared their intention to stand 
by Dr. Whitsitt. 

"Therefore, Resolved, That until the Sem- 
inary is purged and aligned with Baptist princi- 
ples and history, we will withdraw all sympathy 
and support from the institution." 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

A program was adopted for a "Ministers' 
and Deacons' Institute" to meet with Fairplay 
Church in July of 1897. The topics were to include 
Church History, Church Organization, Church 
Government, Church Succession, Preaching, At- 
tributes of God, The God Head, and Preachers Call 
and Ordination. 

Dr. W. A. Clark was appointed as a mes- 
senger to the Southern Baptist Convention. Mes- 
sengers were appointed to the State Convention, 
which met at Hot Springs. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders John L. Byrd of Big Creek, W. A. Clark of 
Little Rock, W. A. Jarrell of Hot Springs, M. P. 
Thomas of Bismark, and W. J. Hardin of De 
Roche. 

At the conclusion of this Minute, a memo- 
rial tribute was given for Eld. R. M. Thrasher, 
who had died Feb. 15, 1896. 

1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Oak 
Grove Church, Hot Spring Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. M. P. Thomas 
(Bismark) from I Cor. 3:9. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Caney Church, represented by W. C. Bray and J. R. 
Adams. 

Dr. E. C. Ellis was elected as Moderator 
and John C. Ross, Malvern, was elected as Clerk. 

Dr. W. A. Clark offered the following reso- 
lution: 

"Whereas, Dr. W. H. Whitsitt has delivered 
utterances which are subversive of Baptist prin- 
ciples; therefore, 

"Resolved, That we demand his resigna- 
tion or removal and instruct our messengers to 
the State Convention to vote as a unit against all 
resolutions or other steps endorsing the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary as long as Dr. 
Whitsitt remains its president." 

The Orphans' Home at Monticello had just 
been built, and a Committee was appointed to 
make a report: 

"The Home is situated near Monticello 
and consists of a farm, good two-story building 
which was presented to the denomination by 
Miss Hannah Hyatt. We now have fourteen or- 
phans that are being cared for by the Home. They 
need clothing. We recommend that the churches 
of this association aid in the support of this great 
institution by taking regular collections for 
same." 

Others preaching included Elders J. M. 
Sims (Caddo River Assoc.) from Matt. 28:19-20, J. 
W. McDonald (Hot Springs) from Heb. 13:8, G. C. 


Harris (Malvern) from II Cor. 8:9, R. F. Russell 
(Friendship) from Matt. 24:39, W. A. Neighbors 
(Garland Co.) from I Cor. 3:22-23, and W. A. Clark 
(Little Rock) from Acts 1:1. 

Memorial sketches were made for Hugh 
McCallum and A. J. Ritter. Bro. Ritter was born 
in Moore Co., NC, Aug. 22, 1823 and moved to 
Arkansas in 1855. He professed faith in Christ 
and became a Baptist about 1845. He was or- 
dained as a deacon of Bethlehem Church about 
1862. He was a member of the Marble Church at 
the time of his death. 

"Bro. Ritter was a devoted Christian and 
deacon in his churches, and he died at the age of 
74 years ‘in the full triumph of a living faith’.” 

The program was given for the Deacon's 
and Ministers Institute to be held with Ten Mile 
Church, July, 1898. Topics to be discussed in- 
cluded "Baptism, Relationship between Christ 
and the church, Evils arising from a multiplicity 
of denominations, Church succession, Preachers 
call and ordination, Can any of God's children be 
finally lost, and Church government." The Insti- 
tute began Friday night and continued until noon 
on Monday. 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Magnet 
Cove Baptist Church. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. Benjamin Cox, pastor of 
First Baptist, Little Rock. 

Dr. E. C. Ellis was re-elected as Moderator 
and Bro. John C. Ross was re-elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Pleasant Valley, represented by J. A. Cos- 
ton and Louis Wallis 

Smith Creek, represented by W. H. Rigsby 

Floyd Valley, represented by M. C. Kizer 

Corresponding messengers were wel- 
comed from the Buckville and Caroline Associa- 
tions. 

The following resolution, pertaining to 
"Union Meetings” was adopted: 

"Whereas, in our judgement, these so- 
called 'union meetings’ have been a great draw 
back to our denomination and can not be partici- 
pated in without sacrificing more or less truth. 

"Therefore, be it Resolved, that we, the 
Saline Baptist Association, withdraw fellowship 
and support from any church that will tolerate a 
minister belonging to said church, participating 
in such meetings (meetings held with other de- 
nominations without the exercise of discipline.)” 

Others preaching included Elders C. C. 
Warnock from Haggai 1:1, R. F. Russell from Luke 
22:31-32, J. W. McDonald, N. D. Jones from I Tim. 
4:8-9, and W. A. Clark. 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
recommended The Arkansas Baptist, "being our 
State paper and one of the greatest forces for good 
in building up our work at home; and further, be- 
ing sound to the core and full of the strong meat 
of the Word,... We recommend the convention lit- 
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erature, and as other good and sound Baptist pa- 
pers would mention the Western Recorder, pub- 
lished at Louisville, and the American Baptist 
Flag, Fulton, KY." 

The report on State Missions stated, "The 
State mission work was never more satisfactory. 
It is occupying many important points and is as- 
sisting several Associations throughout the 
State. Brethren W. E. Atkinson, president, and 
Ben Cox, secretary, are doing faithful and effi- 
cient work without charge."3° 


1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with Kentucky 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. A. J. Fawcett, of First Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs. 

Forty-three churches were represented by 
messengers. 

Dr. E. C. Ellis was re-elected as Moderator, 
and A. B. Shockley, from Ten Mile Church, was 
elected as Clerk. Bro. Shockley served as Clerk 
until 1922. During that time he collected minutes 
and compiled a history of the Association. 

Among visitors were W. W. Gardner, rep- 
resenting the Orphans’ Home, Dr. W. A. Clark, 
representing the Arkansas Baptist, and J. W. 
Conger, representing Ouachita College. 

Those preaching at this meeting included 
Elders W. A. Clark, Benjamin Cox (First Baptist, 
Little Rock), J. O. Booth, and W. W. Gardner. At 
2:30 PM on Sunday, Sis C. B. Davidson conducted 
a woman's meeting. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Cooper's Creek, represented by P. H. Files 
and L. R. Henderson 

Evening Shade, represented by R. M. Zei- 
gler, J. C. Norman, and J. C. Ray. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We now 
have a building 20 X 60, two stories high, with six 
large rooms, and a farm of forty acres... At our 
last meeting we had eighteen children in the 
home. Now there are 26, 13 of whom have been 
baptized and are members of the Baptist church 
at Monticello.. The home is under the manage- 
ment of Mrs. Hannah-Hyatt Gardner." 

Apparently the controversy concerning 
the State Mission program was yet in the future. 
The Committee on State Missions stated, "An- 
other encouraging feature is the harmonious co- 
operation of all our associations with the State 
Board. Your committee would recommend that 
our relations be continued as heretofore." 

1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with the Oua- 
chita Church, Hot Spring Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. H. J. B. Horn, from 
John 12:26. 

J. A. Verser, Magnet Cove, was elected as 
Moderator and A. B. Shockley was elected as 
Clerk. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders W. W. Gardner from I Thess. 5:17, W. A. 


Clark from Matt. 1:21, J. W. McDonald, F. F. Gib- 
son from Rom. 5:1, and C. C. Warnock. 

Messengers were elected to the State Con- 
vention and the Southern Baptist Convention. 

The report on State Missions stated, "We 
recommend that all contracts in regard to this 
work be faithfully carried out, but we are unal- 
terably opposed to squandering mission funds in 
extravagant salaries upon men who are not actu- 
ally engaged in the field. We believe mission 
funds should go to missionaries alone, and we 
further recommend that our representatives to 
the State Convention work for this policy, and 
also that our member on the State Mission Board 
be instructed to do the same." 

Thus, the Saline Association took a defi- 
nite stand in regard to the objections that had 
been raised relative to the conduct of State Mis- 
sions by the State Convention. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
learn from Bro. Gardner, that there are thirty-six 
orphan children in the home, and the home is in 
need of funds for its completion. Therefore, we 
urge that this matter be laid before the churches 
by messengers of this association.,..." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "That no department of a church is more 
important than this, and no church can be what 
it ought to be without an evergreen Sunday- 
school... We therefore recommend that each pas- 
tor urge his church to organize a Sunday-school 
at once, if he has not already done so, and if his 
advice and wishes be refused, he may conclude 
that he is not the man for that part of the field, 
and therefore, should resign." 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Malvern. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. S. F. Funk from Acts 
Zs 

Forty-two churches were represented. 

Dr. W. A. Clark was elected as Moderator 
and A. B. Shockley was elected as Clerk. 

J. W. Conger, president of Ouachita Bap- 
tist College, was welcomed as a visitor, and spoke 
in the interest of the College. 

Others preaching included Elders Ben- 
jamin Cox, First Baptist, Little Rock, from II 
Tim. 2:8, J. G. Doyle, from Luke 2:4, W. A. Clark 
from John 14:11, Prof. Baars from II Cor. 6:28, 
William Tucker from Matt. 11, J. W. McDonald 
from Heb. 13:8, and J. B. Moody, First Baptist, 
Hot Springs. 

A Sunday School rally was conducted by 
Eld. J. G. Doyle, referred to as the "Sunday School 
man.” 

Bro. W. W. Gardner was present, and spoke 
concerning the Orphans' Home. 

The Clerk reported on the State Missions 
question: 

"The Committee on State Missions sub- 
mitted same report as adopted last year. 
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Bro. J. W. McDonald (pastor at Lonsdale) 
opened the discussion with a strong speech favor- 
ing adoption of the report, followed by Bro. F. F. 
Gibson (pastor at First Baptist, Malvern) enthu- 
siastically favoring the board plan of state mis- 
sion work. Of those most prominent in the dis- 
cussions were, Brethren Gibson, Moody, Ellis, 
Cox,’ Clark, ‘Clay, Clem; “Connell McDonald, 
Tucker, Funk, Thomas, Elmore, Rowe’ and 
Howard. Several amendments were offered, but 
voted down. 

After adjournment for the noon meal, 
this discussion on State Missions continued: 

Several warm speeches were made. A sub- 
stitute was offered to refer the state mission ques- 
tion to the State Convention, and submit to its 
decision, but was voted down. It had come to the 
point now that the main "bone of contention" was 
that clause in the report which read: "We are un- 
alterably opposed to squandering mission funds 
in extravagant salaries, etc." 

A motion was made to amend by striking 
out this clause and on motion it was carried by a 
large majority. 

A motion to adopt the report as amended. 
Carried, 43 to 7 against. 

The Committee on Nominations recom- 
mended Antioch in Little Rock as the next meet- 
ing place, but that was amended by inserting 
First Church, Little Rock. Messengers were 
elected to the Southern Baptist Convention and 
the State Convention. 


Attitude toward the State Convention 


and its Mission Methods 

It should be noted that after the 1854 ses- 
sion when messengers from the Saline and Red 
River Associations recommended that the State 
Convention be discontinued, little cooperation 
was received in the matter of missions by either 
of these associations. 

And in fact, in the 1858 session the Con- 
vention resolved "to drop their mission work for 
the time being." Making note of the fact that "sev- 
eral associations within the bounds of this Con- 
vention have taken up the subjects of Home Mis- 
sions...therefore, be it resolved that we drop for 
the present those objects from our min- 
utes...Resolved that we devote all our time 
to...Ministerial Education and Denominational 
Schools."36 

Therefore, it should be observed that most 
Arkansas churches, including those of the Saline 
Association, were not involved in the work of the 
State Convention. However, at the 1876 session 
at Ten Mile Creek, a resolution passed "that this 
Association co-operate with the Mission Board of 
our State Convention." That was about all that 
was mentioned until the 1901 meeting at First 
Baptist in Malvern. 


1902 

The Saline Baptist Association met with 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock, Oct. 4-6. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. A. F. 
Lamb from I Tim. 4:16. 

Dr. W. A. Clark was elected as Moderator 
and A. B. Shockley was elected as clerk. 

Elder Ben. M. Bogard, from Searcy, was 
listed as a visitor. Other visitors included J. H. 
Milburn, Union City, TN representing the 
Arkansas Baptist and the American Baptist Flag, 
Eld. J. W. O'Kelley, pastor of Immanuel and W. S. 
Roney, pastor of Second Baptist, Little Rock, J. W. 
Conger, president of Ouachita Baptist College. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders S. F. Funk, J. H. Milburn, B. J. Mathews 
(visiting from the Pine Bluff Assoc), and J. W. 
McDonald. 

Bro. J. W. Conger conducted a Sunday 
School mass meeting on Sunday. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Midway Church, Hot Spring Co., repre- 
sented by J. W. Terrell 

Park Avenue, represented by J. J. Hick- 
man and W. H. Howard 

Bellview Church, Saline Co., listed J. F. 
Evans, Owensville as clerk. 

The State Mission Report was made by the 
committee consisting of J. H. Howard, S. F. Funk, 
and W. K. Johnson. An amendment was offered to 
strike out the clause in the report recommending 
the State General Association in preference to the 
regular State Convention, but was voted down. 
The report as submitted by the committee was 
then adopted 31 to 6, and was as follows: 

STATE MISSIONS 

",..it is the opinion of this committee that 
God's cause can be forwarded to a greater degree of 
success by a change in the present plan of State 
Mission work as carried on by the State Conven- 
tion. We further believe that there are certain 
‘drawbacks,’ if not evils, that should be elimi- 
nated from the present plan of State Mission 
work, as adopted by the State Convention, which 
are episcopal in their operation. We further be- 
lieve that the Arkansas Baptist General Associa- 
tion presents to us a plan more in harmony with 
the teachings of the Bible, and that it admits of a 
fuller co-operation of the churches without the 
departure from the Bible teachings and recogniz- 
ing the sovereignty and independence of the 
churches more fully. Therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That this association of 
churches sever its connection with the State 
Convention work and that we as an association 
for the present do State Mission work in co-oper- 
ation with the Arkansas Baptist General Associ- 
ation until such a time as the State Convention 
sees fit to eliminate the objectionable and, as we 
think, unscriptural features of their present 
plans of work so as to make it more in harmony 
with the Word of God. 
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"And we further recommend that the 
churches of this association co-operate with the 
General Association." 

It should be noted that the rejection of the 
Mission Program of the State Convention appar- 
ently had no influence on the feeling toward Oua- 
chita College. The Ministerial Education report 
stated, "We are justly proud of Ouachita College, 
our denominational school in our beloved 
Arkansas...We heartily commend Ouachita Col- 
lege to all young men who want an education and 
especially to all young preachers. We recommend 
that all young preachers of our denomination 
take the course at Ouachita College and if it is 
possible to do that they follow this course with 
the course of some higher school of our denomi- 
nation." 

Pictures of Ouachita College and Central 
Baptist College were printed in the Minute. Also, 
for the first time, Bro. Shockley printed the "His- 
torical Table" compiled from his research. This 
table listed the date, host church, county, moder- 
ator and clerk for each meeting beginning in 
1852. 

Among the forty-two churches repre- 
sented at this meeting were Big Creek; Bismark; 
DeRoche; Fair Play; First Church, Hot Springs; 
First Church, Little Rock; Magnet Cove; First 
Church, Malvern; Reyburn Creek, Sulphur 
Springs, Taylor's Chapel and Ten Mile. 


The Arkansas Baptist, official paper of 
the State Convention printed the following ac- 
count from the Daily Gazette, of October 7, under 
the title, "Voted to Follow New Association": 

"The Saline Baptist Association yester- 
day, by a vote of 31 to 6, decided to cut loose from 
the Baptist State Convention, of which it was the 
oldest member, and affiliate with the Arkansas 
Baptist General Association...The First Baptist 
Church is the only Little Rock Church which is a 
member of the Saline Association.... 

The report continued, "After a brief recess 
the State Mission question was again taken up 
and a spirited discussion followed. Finally, by a 
vote of 31 to 6, the association adopted the report 
of the committee on State Missions, presented by 
J. H. Howard, its chairman, withdrawing from 
the State Convention." 

1903 

The 1903 Meeting was with Lonsdale 
Church, Garland Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. W. A. Clark from Acts 8:4. 

Churches received by petitionary letter: 

Hot Springs, Second Church, represented 
by N. H. Harley and J. D. Brock 

Bethlehem, Little Rock, represented by W. 
A. Clark (B. J. Mathews was listed as pastor) 

Dr. W. A. Clark was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and A. B. Shockley was re-elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included: J. H. Milburn, repre- 
senting the American Baptist Flag and Land- 
mark Baptist; Prof. J. W. Conger, representing 


Ouachita College; Eld. A. J. Barton, representing 
the Baptist Advance, and Eld. W. W. Gardner, 
representing the Monticello Orphans' Home. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders A. J. Barton from John 3:16, J. H. Milburn 
from Luke 11:5-11, and A. Waterberry (pastor of 
Malvern Church) from Heb. 3:13. 

The Mission Committee, comprised of J. 
H. Howard, J. W. Hardage, and S. F. Funk, re- 
ported, 

"Dear Brethren, we are glad to report to 
you that there has been a glorious work done for 
the Master in our State during the Associational 
year now drawing to a close, and we believe that 
the plan and mode of doing State Mission Work, 
as adopted and carried on by the General Baptist 
Association of Churches, to be succeeding ad- 
mirably, and we urge upon the churches compris- 
ing the Saline Association a more hearty co-op- 
eration with the General Association of 
Arkansas in the State Mission work." 

On Monday morning a resolution was 
presented and discussed dealing with the "efforts 
being made by the committees appointed by the 
State Convention and General Association to 
bring about a reconciliation and a reunion of the 
two organizations" was discussed. During the af- 
ternoon session the following resolution, pro- 
posed by J. M. Clem and M. P. Thomas was 
adopted: "Resolved, That we will pray for, and 
hail with joy, any efforts that have been, or may 
be made, looking to peace and harmony among 
the Baptists of Arkansas upon Scriptural 
grounds." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Judson, Red River, Pine Bluff, and 
Buckville Associations. 

1904 

The 1904 meeting was held with Friend- 
ship Church, Hot Spring Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. B. F. Russell, pastor 
of the host church. 

In the absence of the Moderator, W. A. 
Clark, the association was opened by the Clerk. 

J. A. Verser (from Magnet Cove) made a 
very feeling talk and stated that he had been a 
member of the Saline Assoc. longer than any 
other man now living, that he had been con- 
nected with it since 1852. 

Eld. J. W. McDonald was elected as Mod- 
erator and A. B. Shockley was re-elected as Clerk. 

Two churches presented petitionary let- 
ters: Center View, represented by W. W. Canada 
(Price P.O.) and W. H. Lecroy 

Social Hill, represented by A. Bolt (Grape 
P0);) 

Among the visitors were Eld. J. A. Scar- 
born, Fulton, KY, representing the American 
Baptist Flag and Landmark Baptist; Elders Sam 
Eaton and S. A. Hanna, representing the Baptist 
Advance, and Eld. W. W. Gardner, representing 
the Monticello Orphans' Home. 
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Others preaching at this session included 
Elders Harvey Beauchamp from I Tim. 1:12, J. A. 
Rader (listed as pastor of Central Park, Hot 
Springs), J. A. Scarboro, J. M. Walker, R. E. Sut- 
ton, W. W. Gardner. 

The State Mission report concluded with 
an interesting paragraph: "Here is work enough 
to enlist the energies of both the General Associa- 
tion and the State Convention. Let there be a’ holy 
rivalry between these two general bodies in the 
great work of supplying this destitution. Let each 
try to outstrip the other in distributing the bread 
of life to the perishing, and while this Associa- 
tion has pledged co-operation with the State Gen- 
eral Association, we recognize the right of each 
church, according to the time honored principle 
of Baptists, to be free and independent to labor in 
whatever way seems best to them." 

This report was adopted without discus- 
sion. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "In our 
Orphan's Home at Monticello, AR., our churches 
in the state are caring for sixty-two fatherless 
children. Let us all be represented in their sup- 
port... We earnestly recommend that the churches 
take a collection on or about Thanksgiving day, 
as a building fund for the Home, and that boxes of 
clothing and supplies be sent to the Orphanage 
wherever practicable, and that all our pastors be 
especially requested to look after this work." 

In this Minute, Bro. Shockley extended 
the historical information back to the 1836 be- 
ginning of the Association. 


1905 

The 1905 meeting was held with France- 
way Church, Hot Spring Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J. W. McDonald 
from I John 5. He was pastor of the Lonsdale, 
Traskwood and Center View churches, and was 
also Associational Missionary. 

Eld. M. L. Thomas was elected as Modera- 
tor and A. B. Shockley was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Traskwood, represented by W. A. Woodall 
and Francis Hill. Eld. McDonald led in the orga- 
nization of Traskwood Church, and was the first 
pastor. 

Bivens Grove, represented by Everett 
Ashcraft. He was also clerk and gave a Bland P.O. 

Sweet Home, represented by R. S. Stanley 
and Vander Reynolds. He was also clerk and gave 
a Sanders P.O. 

Visitors included Sis. Hannah Gardner, 
matron of the Monticello Orphans' Home, Eld. H. 
R. Parks, representing the Baptist Flag, and J. W. 
Conger, president of Ouachita College. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders W. M. Barker from Luke 2:22, A. F. Lamb, 
Ben Cox (First Baptist, Little Rock), M. L. 
Thomas, A. J. Barton, H. R. Parks, W. H. Yates. 

The report on State Missions was rather 
neutral in tone, ending with these paragraphs: 


"We have found various excuses for refus- 
ing to contribute to Missions, but these, one after 
another, are being taken away and may we not 
take the charitable and Christian view of the pre- 
sent conditions that exist in Arkansas as to Mis- 
sion methods; that these, in the providence of 
God, have come that all may be without excuse 
and all non-contributors may become guilty be- 
fore God. 

"Your committee would urge and exhort 
the brethren of this Association that we really 
arise and do our very best during the coming year, 
and while we rejoice in the great work accom- 
plished during the past year, but let us not be sat- 
isfied with that, but only encouraged thereby to 
do greater things and the large blessings on our 
small efforts stimulate us to large efforts in the 
future, believing that if we attempt great things 
for God, He, through us, will accomplish great 
things." 

After discussion by Brethren Ben Cox 
(First Church, L.R.), W. M. Barker, W. T. Amis 
(First Church, Hot Springs), A. J. Barton, J. A. 
Rader and J. M. Clem, the report was adopted. 


1906 

The 1906 Meeting was held with Brush 
Creek Church. Eld. M. P. Thomas preached the 
Introductory Sermon from I Cor. 13:13. 

Second Baptist, Malvern, was received on 
petitionary letter. 

Elder A. Tucker was elected as Moderator 
and A. B. Shockley was re-elected as Clerk. 

Among visitors were: Eld. J. H. Milburn, 
Union City, TN; Eld. Harvey Beachamp, Field 
Secretary of the Sunday School Board of the 
S.B.C.; Eld. O. T. Vinch, representing the Monti- 
cello Orphans' Home. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders Harvey Beachamp from Matt. 28:19-20, J. 
M. Clem (Second Baptist, Malvern, Midway and 
Big Creek) from Rom. 1:16, J. H. Milburn, J. A. 
Rader, J. B. Searcy (pastor First Baptist, Malvern) 
from Rom. 1:14-15, C. R. Powell from Heb. 2:3-4, 
S. L. Holloway, 

The report on State Missions indicated 
somewhat of a change in the mission question. 
The committee comprised of J. H. Howard, J. C. 
Ross and J. A. Langley reported: 

"While we, as your committee, recommend 
the co-operation of the churches with the General 
Association in State Mission work, yet we recog- 
nize the fact that we have another medium of co- 
operation of the churches of our State work in the 
body of the State Convention, and that any 
church or individual have the right to co-operate 
with either body, as they may elect, or may con- 
tribute directly to the missionary on the field..." 

1907 

The Association met with Pleasant Hill, 
near Donaldson in Hot Spring Co. on Oct. 5-7, 
1907. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. R. G. Bowers from James 4:7. 
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The minutes listed an Executive Commit- 
tee consisting of Ben M. Bogard, J. W. McDonald, 
J. M. Clem, and J. C. Ross. Fifty churches were 
represented, including DeRoche, Fairplay, First 
and Second churches from Hot Springs, First 
Church from Little Rock, Magnet Cove, Malvern 
[First Church], Reyburn Creek, Smith Creek, Tay- 
lor's Chapel and Ten Mile. 

Others preaching included Elders J. H. 
Milburn from Jer. 6:6, and Ben M. Bogard. 

Eld. Ben M. Bogard and J. H. Milburn were 
messengers from Bethlehem Church. Ben M. Bog- 
ard "spoke a few words as representative of Buck- 
ner College". 

Visitors included Eld. W. E. Kimbrough, 
representing the Baptist Advance, Eld. W. W. 
Gardner, representing the Monticello Orphans' 
Home, and Eld. J. H. Milburn, an Evangelist of 
the State General Association. 

The change noted in 1905-1906 was short- 
lived. A letter of dismission was granted to First 
Baptist Church in Little Rock to join the Caroline 
Assoc. 

The State Mission report, given by the 
committee of J. H. Milburn, Jim Taylor and Jim 
York, stated, "Therefore we would recommend, 
that this association heartily co-operate with the 
State General Association of Baptist Churches of 
Arkansas in carrying forward this work." 

The report on Ministerial Education, 
made by Ben M. Bogard and S. F. Funk, recom- 
mended "...Buckner College, Witcherville, Ark., 
as a good place to get an education. Buckner Col- 
lege belongs to the Baptist State Association and 
the charter guarantees that it shall ever remain 
the property of Landmark Baptists." 

Thus, in the 1907 session there was no 
mention of the State Convention or Ouachita 
College. However, the Orphans' Home report in- 
cluded the Home at Monticello. The motion also 
passed for W. W. Gardner to speak 20 minutes to 
"present the claims of the Monticello Orphans 
Home." 

The Orphans' Home report also made the 
first mention of the Texarkana Baptist Orphan- 
age: "We call attention to the Orphans’ Home es- 
tablished at Texarkana in charge of Eld. J. B. 
Sellman, and under the care and supervision of 
the State General Association. We commend this 
institution to the churches of the Saline Associa- 
tion and ask our brethren to come to its aid with 
their money and prayers." 

The following resolution was offered by 
Ben M. Bogard: 

"Resolved, that we are in sympathy with 
the support of the orphan children and we rec- 
ommend that liberal contributions be made by 
our people toward their support in whatever 
channel they deem best." 

In accordance with the resolution an of- 
fering was taken for both homes, with the follow- 
ing result: Monticello received $6.01 and 
Texarkana received $9.46. 


A motion passed for Ben M. Bogard to 
preach at 11 AM on Sunday. The clerk reported, 
"Ben M. Bogard delivered a very entertaining and 
instructive sermon. Subject: The Origin, Doc- 
trines, and Perpetuity of the Church." 


1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Fairplay 
Church. Eld. George F. Rowe was elected to preach 
the Introductory Message. 

Elder A. Tucker?’ was elected as Modera- 
tor and A. B. Shockley was elected as Clerk. 

On Sunday a Sunday School Mass Meet- 
ing was conducted by Brethren J. A. Verser and M. 
P. Thomas, followed by preaching by Eld. W. A. 
Clark on "The Evidence of Regeneration." At 3 
PM, Eld. J. C. Vaughan preached a very entertain- 
ing sermon out in the grove from Col. 3:11. The 
clerk continued, "It was generally remarked that 
there were at least two thousand people in atten- 
dance at all of the Sunday services." 

The report on the Orphans Home read, 
"We, your committee to whom was referred the 
subject of the Orphans' Home at Texarkana, AR, 
under the supervision of the State Association 
and managed by Bro. J. B. Sellman, do hereby 
recommend it as a worthy institution." 

In discussing the report, J. H. Verser 
stated, "There are twenty little fatherless and 
motherless children in the Home, and Bro. Sell- 
man and wife manage the home and take care of 
these children and they beg with tears in their 
eyes for money to buy bread for these little help- 
less orphans." 

Eld. W. A. Clark read the report on State 
Missions, which stated, "In all Christian work 
the church is the unit and the Association of 
churches is simply the cooperation of these 
units." In discussing the report, Eld. J. H. Howard 
stated, "We have no high salaried officers. The ob- 
ject is to apply every cent so far as possible to pay 
the missionaries on the field. The State Associa- 
tion comes directly under the control of the 
churches and not under individuals. We are Land- 
markers, 'in the old paths,’ in the way our fathers 
trod. We contend for and are endeavoring to carry 
on a Bible plan of mission work." 


1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with De Roche 
Church. Eld. M. P. Thomas preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon, "The One Body of Christ." 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Providence Church, near Fairplay in Saline Co. 
Bro. A. B. Cornett was the messenger. 

Eld. S. F. Funk was elected as Moderator 
and A. B. Shockley was elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders C. C. Warnock, S. F. Funk from Isa. 43:10, 
N. D. Jones from II Cor. 12:7-12, L. N. Warwick, J. 
M. Clem from Matt. 28:19-20, J. T. Kelley from I 
Cor 5:6, and A’ Tucker, 
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The Orphans' Home Committee reported, 
"We have twenty children in the Home at 
Texarkana, their ages range from four to thirteen 
years. They are under the watchful care of Bro. T. 
H. Carter, wife and daughter." 

The Committee on Literature reported: 

"We recommend the adoption of the 
Landmark Baptist series of literature for our 
Sunday Schools. We also recommend: the 
Arkansas Baptist, published by the Baptist Pub- 
lishing Co., Little Rock, Ark." 

The 1909 minute featured a brief history 
of the Association, including biographical 
sketches and pictures of Elders Sidney F. Funk, 
Robert M. Thrasher, and John C. Henderson. 

Bro. A. B. Shockley, the clerk, wrote, "In 
1846 this Association met with Red River 
Church, in Lafayette Co., and in 1885 with Bethel 
Church, in Perry Co. These two churches were 
more than a hundred miles apart. Then in 1844 it 
convened with Liberty Church in Union Co., and 
in 1847 with Union Church, in Saline Co., these 
two churches being about a hundred miles apart, 
and yet our forefathers, heroes in pioneer days, 
when this country was young, wild, and a howl- 
ing wilderness, full of lurking savages and fero- 
cious beasts, traveled these miles back and forth 
amidst hardships and dangers, blazing the way 
and spreading the gospel of a risen Christ, light- 
ing up the dark valleys of a great destitution and 
made bright the dawn of a glorious civilization, 
and it is to honor the memory of these old sol- 
diers of the cross, who fought back the savages, 
destroyed the wild beasts and planted on a hun- 
dred hills in Arkansas churches and schools, 
that we give in this issue of our minutes the pic- 
tures and biographical sketches of all of these old 
pioneer stick-breakers,.. especially of those who 
served the Association as moderator, fought a 
good fight, finished their course, and are now 
gone on to their reward." 


1910 

The 1910 meeting of the Association was 
held with Lonsdale Church. Eld. C. C. Warnock 
preached the Introductory Sermon, "A Prepared 
People for a Prepared Place." 

Eld. S. F. Funk was elected as Moderator 
and A. B. Shockley was elected as Clerk. 

Others who preached included Elders E. 
M. Wright, representative of the Baptist Advance, 
from Rom. 8:31; H. W. Perkins, S. L. Pine, repre- 
senting the Arkansas Baptist, from Exodus 12; R. 
F. Russell on "Baptism," F. S. Gibson, on "The 
Work of the Holy Ghost," and O. C. Robinson. 

Eld. B. F. Holdford was welcomed as a 
missionary of the State Assoc., and preached on 
Sunday afternoon. On Sunday night, Eld. M. P. 
Matheny, corresponding secretary from the Car- 
oline Assoc., preached on "Power." 


The 48 churches sending letters reported 
199 additions by baptism and 137 by letter, for a 
total membership of 3,414. The pastors had been 
paid $4,033.65 and total contributions were 
$5,442.01. 

Conclusion 

Up until the division in 1902 that resulted 
in the formation of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Association, and even in some instances after 
that time, many of the churches participated in a 
local association and also the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. As E. Glenn Henson analyzed, 
by a vote in 1855, "the Convention turned up the 
burner on its educational goals as it turned one 
down on other mission endeavors."98 

It was not until the "75-Million Cam- 
paign" of 1919, which prefigured the Cooperative 
Program in 1925 that some associations and 
churches were forced to choose between the two 
state bodies. As a result many associations dur- 
ing the time from 1910 until about 1917 were 
somewhat neutral, and even recommended both 
state organizations. However, the pressure ex- 
erted by the 75-Million Campaign, and its ac- 
companying denominational demands upon the 
churches and regional associations, forced the 
decision to either support the State Convention 
of the Landmark State Association. E. Glenn 
Hinson stated, "New Landmark associations 
formed in a trickle until 1920 when they sud- 
denly puffed out to 22. For the next five years they 
multiplied rapidly. During these twenty-five 
years other associations underwent a great deal 
of inner turmoil, sometimes bounding back and 
forth from the Convention to the General Associ- 
ation, sometimes supporting both at the same 


time, and sometimes remaining passive."39 

The influence of these decisions may be il- 
lustrated in the Benton Church. Although the 
Pine Bluff Association, of which the Benton 
Church was a member, was solidly Landmark, in 
1915 a majority of the membership of First Bap- 
tist at Benton voted for the church to continue 
fellowship with the State Convention. As a result 
a large minority withdrew from the majority, 
took its original name, Spring Creek, and built a 
church on Edison Avenue in East Benton.49 Both 
churches fellowshipped in the Pine Bluff Associ- 
ation through the 1917 session. First Baptist re- 
ported 255 members and Spring Creek reported 
139 members. 

Therefore, what happened at Benton is 
representative of what occurred generally in the 
State from 1902 until about 1925. Because the 
Landmark Churches in both the Saline and Pine 
Bluff Associations were in a majority, the impact 
of these realignments was minimal in these two 
associations. 
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Saline Association Churches 


Spring Creek Missionary Baptist Church 

Spring Creek, Benton, the mother church 
of the Saline Association, was organized on April 
2, 1836 at the home of David Dodd. Eld. Samuel 
Henderson, who had come to Saline County in 
1834, preached the message. This first sermon 
was delivered under a large oak tree near where 
the Saline Association was organized later that 
same year. 

In addition to serving as Spring Creek's 
first pastor, Eld. Henderson was pastor of Union 
Church from 1834-1840, and also organized 
North Fork Church in 1837, and served as pastor 
until 1841. 

The presbytery for the organization of 
Spring Creek consisted of Elders Allen Samuels, 
Silas Dodd, and Moses Bland. The charter mem- 
bers were David and Sarah Dodd, Daniel and 
Elizabeth Webb, Samuel Henderson and Aaron 
Bolt. 

The first minutes were headed Arkansas 
Territory, dated first Sunday in April, 1836, and 
read as follows: 

"We the undersigned members of the Regu- 
lar Baptists convened at the house of Brother 
David Dodd, on the first Sunday in April, 1836, 
and after a preparatory discourse was delivered 
by Brother Samuel Henderson: 

"We: David Webb, Elizabeth Webb, Samuel 
Henderson, Aaron Bolt, David Dodd, and Sarah 
Dodd, jointly agree on an Article of faith in har- 
mony and peace in the presence of a presbytery of 
Elder Allen Samuels and Brother Moses Bland, 
then preceded to choose Elder Samuels Modera- 
tor and Brother David Webb Clerk pro-temp, 
then proceeded to business. After examination of 
the combined and harmonious Brethren and Sis- 
ters finding them Orthodox and orderly, we the 
Presbytery proceeded to constitute them a church 
of Christ by the name of Spring Creek. 

Bro. Aaron Bolt was present the next day, 
"found them orderly, sanctioned the proceedings, 
gave the right hand of fellowship, and then 
signed his name." 


Profile of Charter Members 

Samuel Henderson came to Saline Town- 
ship in Pulaski Co (now Saline Co) in 1834, and 
was the first Baptist preacher in the township. He 
preached his first sermon under a large oak tree 
near where Spring Creek and the Saline As- 
sociation were organized in 1836. "He had an ex 
ceedingly strong and clear voice, and its echoes 
came back from the surrounding hills and val- 
leys and seemed to repeat his words, "Come to 


Christ."41 


The Henderson family had lived in Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, and Indiana, where a son 
(Marzarine Jerome) was born about 1831. 
Samuel was ordained a Baptist minister at Ben- 
ton in May of 1836, and was a leader among the 
churches until his death in 1842. 

After his father's death, young M. J. con- 
tinued to live at home and operate his mother's 
farm near Bland's Post Office in northern Saline 
Co.42 

David and Sally Dodd 

David Dodd and Sarah "Sally" Sanders 
were married in 1811 in Franklin Co., Ga. They 
were located in Lawrence Co. AL in 1830. They ar- 
rived in Arkansas Territory in the fall of 1835. 
The Dodds had twelve children, beginning with 
Cynthia in 1814, John Levi in 1818, Zachariah in 
1819, Andrew Marion in 1923, Clarissa Ann in 
1828 and Elizabeth in 1833, all born in AL. Emily 
was born in 1835 in AR, and also David Washing- 
ton Dodd in 1839. 

The report states, "David had worked hard 
and by 1860, he owned some valuable property. In 
the fall of 1861, he sold some of his property and 
went to Texas. He stayed for the duration of the 
war, and when he came home to Benton, his 
house and belongings were gone." 

Shortly after the 1860 census Sally Dodd 
died and David married Maria Atwater on Nov. 4, 
1860. David died about Jan. 19, 1874 in Ben- 
ton.43 

In the claim filed for damages received to 
the Dodd property during the Civil War, some de- 
tails about the property were given. "One house 
was 18 X 50 feet, with two rooms and a passage in 
the center gallery on each side. It was sealed on 
the inside. It was of hewn timber, with the outside 
front being sealed and the sides weather boarded. 
It had good upstairs rooms and windows. It had 
three chimneys of brick and cost over $2,000." 

"Another building, which served as an "L" 
to the main building but was separate from it, 
was a frame building entirely. It was 16 X 24 ft., 
with two brick chimneys, was weather boarded in 
the best of style, with a shingle roof. It cost over 
$800.00. These two buildings were the main 
buildings and used for hotel purposes. He had a 
spring house and a smoke house, plus five other 
buildings that he described in detail."44 


For about two years the church met at the 
home of Bro. David Dodd. Bro. W. Carl Brown 
stated the location as being about a mile east of 
Benton, and about forty yards north of the old 
Military road. He wrote, "The destruction of the 
large oak was caused by camp fires being built 
about its roots. Spring Creek worshipped in a 
small board house near by, but a few years later 
built a small frame house near the old Lee Ceme- 
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tery, in which county courts were also held for 
about two years."4° 

The minutes of the associations indicate 
David Dodd continued to be active in associa- 
tional affairs, usually serving on the committee 
to arrange for preaching for the 3-4 day associa- 
tional meetings. This indicates he was well-re- 
spected by the messengers and preachers. 


Aaron Bolt 

Aaron Bolt was born about 1796 in South 
Carolina. Just when and the circumstances of his 
migration to Arkansas are not known. He was 
mentioned as being connected with Little Flock 
Church on Terre Noir Creek in Clark Co. as early 
as 1825.46 By 1835 he had moved to what is now 
Saline Co. and settled on Hurricane Creek north- 
west of the present location of Bryant. 

Bro. Bolt, a charter member of Spring 
Creek, was licensed to preach in 1839 and or- 
dained to the Gospel Ministry on July 17, 1841, 
and then pastored Spring Creek from December, 
1841 through 1848, and again in 1856-1860. 

Bro. Bolt pastored other churches in 
Saline, Grant and Hot Spring counties. About 
1853 he moved to northern Saline Co. and settled 
at Bland, where he became a member of Union 
Baptist Church. 

Aaron Bolt married his wife, Matilda, in 
1818. They had a family of twelve children. He 
died at his home at Bland in 1861.47 


David and Elizabeth Webb 
Little is known about about the Webbs, ex- 
cept church records indicate that David died in 
April, 1838 and Elizabeth died in May, 1938. 


Early History 
At the organizational meeting, "by mo- 
tion and second the church agreed to the ordina- 
tion of Bro. Henderson on her next church meet- 


ing day and to prepare a letter to the two sister 
churches for help in ministerial aid and council. 

In accord with that action, on Saturday 
before the first Lord's day in May, 1836, Eld. Silas 
Dodd and Deacon Jesse Bland were present from 
Union Church, and Eld. Allen Samuels, Robert 
Daniel and John Terry were present from Alum 
Fork [Salem Church]. 

Deacon David Dodd from Spring Creek 
completed the presbytery for the first ordination 
service recorded in Arkansas. 

Jesse Bland examined Bro. Samuel Hen- 
derson. Eld. Silas Dodd preached the ordination 
sermon. 

It was "moved that Eld. Samuels and Eld. 
Dodd ordain Bro. Henderson by the imposition of 
hands and prayer. Eld. Samuels to give the charge 
and Eld. Dodd the right hand of fellowship." 

Another important action occurred at 
this first ordination: 

"Deacon Bland moved the utility of our 
Association at this place. The Church Council all 
harmoniously agreed to meet on Saturday before 
the first Lord's Day in October next for the pur- 
pose of constituting an Association." 

"Moved that Eld. Samuels have a travel- 
ing letter in the Territory of Arkansas for the 
purpose of inviting our sister churches to unite 
with us in the association and other purposes. 

Robert Daniel, Clerk pro-temp 


During the August, 1836, business meeting 
Eld. Samuel Henderson was called to the pastoral 
care of the church. 

At the September meeting Eld. Samuel 
Henderson, David Dodd and David Webb were 
elected as "delegates" to the organizational meet- 
ing of the Association, with Bro. Aaron Bolt to 
fill a vacancy if there be any. The church also ap- 
proved Eld. Henderson to write a letter to the 
convention to be examined at the next church 
meeting. 

In July, 1837 a letter of petition was re- 
ceived "from our sister church of Saline praying 
for help in a case or accusation against Eld. Allen 
Samuels. Agreed to send Brethren Aaron Bolt, 
David Dodd and James Moore to sit in conference 
with them." 

August, 1837 Eld. Samuel Henderson, 
Aaron Bolt and James Moore elected as messen- 
gers to the Association, with David Dodd as al- 
ternate. 

George and Isaac Keezee became members 
in June, 1838. On Nov. 2, 1840 a marriage was 
recorded between George Keezee, age 43, and Unity 
Leech, age 31, both of Saline Co., by W. M. 
Scott.48 
The church obtained property and the 
first building was built by April of 1838. This lo- 
cation was North and NW of the Lee Cemetery. 

September, 1839, "Moved and seconded 
that Bro. Aaron Bolt be liberated to exercise in 
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public prayer and expounding the scriptures 
within the bounds of this church as a preacher." 

June, 1840, "Bro. John Hesson a licensed 
preacher came forward by letter and was re- 
ceived. He handed in his license. On motion the 
Same was extended to him by the church." 

For several monthly conferences, the 
church considered ordaining Bro. Hesson. Fi- 
nally in February, 1841, Bro. Dodd made a mo- 
tion that Bro. Hesson be ordained. Objections 
were expressed "on the account of the limited ac- 
quaintance with Bro. Hesson." Bro. Dodd finally 
withdrew the motion. Bro. Hesson called for a let- 
ter of dismission, which was granted. 

(This is the same John Hesson who later 
held services in the Lost Creek area, and became a 
charter member of the Philadelphia Church, SE 
of Prattsville in 1842.) 

Moses Damron was chosen as pastor. 

June, 1841, it was "moved and seconded 
that Bro. Aaron Bolt be set apart for ordination. 
The clerk was to write the following brethren to 
Seivesas eu presbytery: lis Ge Perkins, Js iI. 
Fairchild, and El P. Carter. 

In December of 1841, Eld. Aaron Bolt was 
called as pastor for 1842. 

June 1842, "A request from certain 
Brethren in Bro. George Keezee's neighborhood 
for the pastoral supply of Spring Creek Church, 
and as many others as necessary to constitute 
them into a church. On motion, we sent our Pas- 
tor and Deacons. On motion letters of dismission 
were granted to Bro. George and Isaac Keezee and 
Katherine Elliott." 

It has been generally presumed the pur- 
pose was for the organization of Philadelphia 
Church. However, later references in the minutes 
refer to other churches. According to the official 
land records George Keezee purchased two tracts 
of land in 1837 and 1838 near the present Saline- 
Grant Co. boundaries. At the 1843 meeting of the 
Saline Association, a New Hope Church was 
listed with W. Hallamon, M. H. Edwards and J. 
Kesee as messengers. The J. Kesee could well have 
been George Keezee. Bro. Keezee was also later 
noted as being an active member of Spring Creek, 
and served as a messenger to the 1848 Saline As- 
sociation, the next for which we have records. 

However, there was co-operation with 
Philadelphia Church. In June, 1843, the church 
met for conference after preaching by Brethren 
[John] Hesson and [Joab] Pratt. In July, after 
preaching by Bro. Pratt the church went into con- 
ference. "Granted request to send Aaron Bolt, 
James Moore, and D. C. McDaniel to Philadel- 
phia Church to testify in the case of the church 
against Francis Hicks, which request was 
granted by the church." In September a peti- 
tionary letter was received from Philadelphia 
Church asking for help to settle a difficulty that 
exists in that church." Five brethren were sent "as 
helps." 


July 1843, After preaching by Bro. Pratt 
went into conference. Granted request to send 
Eld. Aaron Bolt, J. Moore and D. C. McDaniel to 
Philadelphia Church to testify in the case of the 
church against Francis Hicks, which request was 
granted by the church. [The Keezees and Hicks 
were related. Some evidence indicates the Camp- 
bellite movement was involved, and a church was 
organized in the area soon after] 

On September, 1843, a petitionary letter 
was received from Philadelphia Church asking 
for help to settle a difficulty that exists in that 
church. Five brethren were sent. [the minutes did 
not describe the difficulty] 

The first meeting of the Saline Associa- 
tion for which we have records was the 1843 
meeting with Mine Creek Church (now 
Nashville), Hempstead Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was brought by Eld. Joab Pratt. David 
Dodd was appointed to the committee to arrange 
preaching and Joab Pratt was appointed to the 
committee to arrange business. Prayer was led by 
Aaron Bolt. 

Messengers from Spring Creek were 
Aaron Bolt, David Dodd, and J. H. Williams. The 
church had received 17 by baptism and 3 by let- 
ter, to give a membership of 56. 

Eld. Aaron Bolt was still pastor in 1844. 

On Aug. 31, 1844 Bro. John Y. Lindsey 
preached at Spring Creek. In Jan. 1845, he again 
preached at Spring Creek. "A letter was presented 
from Kentucky Church requesting our pastor 
[Aaron Bolt] to be sent to that church on Saturday 
before the fourth Lord's Day in January, 1845 to 
form a presbytery, which request was unani- 
mously granted." This request was for the ordina- 
tion of John Y. Lindsey. Although it appears oth- 
ers participated, only Eld. Bolt signed the ordina- 
tion certificate. 

On April 4, 1845 Eld. Joab Pratt preached. 
"A letter was received from Kentucky Church for 
brethren of this church to meet with her on Fri- 
day before the third sabbath in April." Three 
brethren were appointed. 

On January 2, 1847 Eld. Joab Pratt was 
elected as pastor. However, he officially accepted 
pastoral care of the church in April. 

Spring Creek's messengers to the 1848 
Association were David Dodd, Samuel Pelton, 
and George Keezee, with the same delegates to rep- 
resent the church in organizing the Baptist State 
Convention. Aaron Bolt was the minister in 
charge. The church reported 3 baptized, 2 by let- 
ter, 2 dismissed by letter, for a membership of 40. 

In December of 1848, Eld. John Y. Lindsey 
preached and also served as Moderator. Eld. 
Aaron Bolt applied for a letter of dismission for 
himself and his wife. 

Apparently the church called Eld. Jesse 
Reaves as pastor in their November meeting. In 
the January meeting, the church called upon Eld. 
Reaves "to answer our November request. His an- 
swer was not in the positive. However, on April 1, 
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1849 he preached at Spring Creek and "answered 
our November request that he will preach to us." 

During the 1853 associational meeting 
David G. Barnett was ordained to the Gospel Min- 
istry. The Presbytery consisted of Aaron Bolt, 
John Y. Lindsey, Jesse Reaves, J. T. Crain, and S. 
Dauthat, who was the present pastor of Spring 
Creek. 

Arrangements were made for four District 
Meetings. One of the District Meetings was to be 
held with Union Church, Saline Co., in Sep. of 
1854. John Y. Lindsey was to preach the introduc- 
tory message, Aaron Bolt was to speak on the 
duty of deacons, S. Dauthat on the ministry, and 
John Y. Lindsey on the duty of lay members. 

Spring Creek reported a membership of 65 
in 1853. In 1859 the church voted to move into 
Benton. The church sold the original property, 
and a building committee of David Dodd, George 
Keezee and A. M. Dodd was appointed. However, 
because of the Civil War and the poor economic 
conditions following, a building was not con- 
structed until sometime between 1876 and 1881. 
During that time the church met in a union 
church building. 

In August, 1876, Spring Creek voted to 
change associational affiliations to the Pine 
Bluff Association, which had been organized in 
1861, which by 1871 had grown to 21 members. 
No reason was given for the church moving to the 
Pine Bluff Association. 
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Building erected between 1876-1881 

In Sep., 1878, the church changed its 
name from Spring Creek to First Baptist, since it 
was the first Baptist church in Benton. For the 
next 35 years, the church prospered in the loca- 
tion of the present First Baptist Church in Ben- 
ton. Also, the church continued to represent in 
the Pine Bluff Missionary Baptist Association up 
to and including the annual meeting in 1917. 
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The Benton Church voted to send messen- 
gers to the General Association. However, at the 
1903 meeting of the Association Benton Church 
proposed a resolution recommending the uniting 
of the General Association and the Baptist State 
Convention. The resolution was tabled. 

At the 1914 meeting of the Pine Bluff As- 
sociation both First Baptist and Spring Creek 
were represented. A large number, but less than 
half, voted against following Convention princi- 
ples and methods. Outvoted, and unwilling to 
make the change, the group withdrew from the 
majority, took its original name, Spring Creek, 
and built a church on Edison Avenue in East Ben- 
ton. Apparently the Benton Church was some- 
what supportive of the move; they dismissed 
Sunday Evening services to assist in the organi- 
zation. 

Therefore, both churches “were. repre= 
sented in the Pine Bluff Association through the 
1917 session. At the 1917 meeting Benton Church 
was listed with 255 members and Spring Creek 
with 139 members. At the bottom of the Statisti- 
cal Report in the 1917 minute, this note was 
made: "The three last named churches (Pleasant 
Hill, Benton, Bauxite) are BOARD churches, and 
no part of the money went through the Pine Bluff 
Association. Those three churches were not rep- 
resented or listed in 1918. 

It was_ the introduction "75-Million Cam- 
paign" of 1919, which prefigured the Cooperative 
Program in 1925 that prompted many Landmark 
Churches and Associations to sever all ties with 
the State Convention. 

In 1968 Spring Creek withdrew from the 
Pine Bluff Association to lead in the organiza- 
tion of the Central Association of Missionary 
Baptist Churches, which includes most of the 
Missionary Baptist Churches in Saline County. 


Saline Church 

Saline Baptist Church was one of the six 
churches originally comprising the Saline Asso- 
ciation in 1836. The messengers from Saline to 
the organizational meeting were Allen Samuels 
and J. T. Terry. The church reported a member- 
ship of 19. 

We have no definite information concern- 
ing the organization of this church, but it is 
commonly believed some of the families first 
forming the Kentucky community desired to set- 
tle south of the Saline River. Because of the diffi- 
culty of crossing the river at certain times, this 
church was organized about one mile south of the 
river. 

This first official information we have on 
the church was its representing in the Little Rock 
Association of Regular Baptists in 1828. This is 
also the first official note of the Kentucky Baptist 
Church. Unfortunately, we have only the names 
of the churches, but no names of the messengers, 
pastors, etc. 
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Also that same year Eld. Allen Samuels 
from Saline Church preached the organizational 
sermon and was moderator for the organization 
of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church, 7 miles SW of 
Arkadelphia. Mt. Bethel was organized upon the 
confession of faith of Saline Church. Eld. 
Samuels was then called as first pastor of the 
church. 

Little is known of Eld. Allen Samuels. He 
is shown as performing the first four marriages 
recorded after Saline became a County. However, 
apparently he left the area by 1840 and was listed 
in the 1850 census as residing in Walker Co., 
Texas. The census enumerator listed him as be- 
ing 53 years of age, and reported his occupation 
as being a "Bap Pr Reg," born in Maryland. His 
wife, Nancy was 30 years of age, and was born in 
Arkansas. The oldest son, Nehemiah, was nine 
years of age and was born in Texas. This would 
indicate they were in Texas by 1841. 

Saline Church represented in the 1848 
session of the Saline Association at Brownsville 
Church, Tulip, Dallas Co. The messengers were C. 
Dyer, W. Chinault, and Jesse James. Jesse James 
was buried in the James Cemetery, about 1/4 mile 
south of the River. The tombstone indicates he 
died in 1871 at the age of 52 years. 

The church represented in the Associa- 
tion regularly for the first few years, and then 
only occasionally. To show the transition from 
Saline to Mt. View, please note the records begin- 
ning with 1914. 

In 1914 Saline Church was represented by 
E. V. Wilks, Fred Newcomb was clerk, and Fred 
Langley was pastor. 

In 1915 Saline Church was represented by 
letter. Fred Newcomb was Sunday School Supt. 
and Pearl Wilks was Secretary. Fred Newcomb 
was clerk and Fred Langley was pastor. 

In 1916 Saline Church was represented by 
S. A. Newcomb. Fred Langley was still pastor and 
Fred Newcomb was still clerk. 

In 1917 the Saline Church was repre- 
sented by E. V. Wilks and Fred Newcomb, who was 
still clerk. Fred Langley was still pastor. 

There was no 1918 meeting due to a flu 
epidemic. 

In 1921 Saline Church was represented by 
Claud Newcomb, who was also clerk. S. A. New- 
comb was listed as Sunday School Supt. The 
church had 72 members. 

The church was not represented in 1922. 
However, in 1923 the church represented in the 
Association under the name of Mt. View. The 
church was represented by S. A. Newcomb, W. I. 
Harrison and Vasta Mitchel, who was also clerk. 
W. H. Andrew was pastor. 

Therefore, S. A. Newcomb who had repre- 
sented Saline Church in 1916 and was listed as 
Sunday School Supt. in 1921 is the key to the 
linkage. However, the associational minutes 
make no reference to a name change or peti- 
tionary letter from Mt. View. 


After 1923 the church was not represented 
in the Saline Association until 1957. 

An official entry into the church records 
from Saturday, (September) 25, 1923, indicates 
the continuation of Saline Church and also the 
change in associational affiliations: 

"Saline Baptist Church met, and after 
preaching by Rev. W. H. Andrews, Church was 
called into conference by Bro. W. R. James, for the 
purpose of electing a pastor. 

First, Rev. W. H. Andrews was called for 
pastor. 

Second, it was voted to send a petitionary 
letter to the Central Association (SBC) to meet at 
the First Baptist Church at Bauxite, Ark. 

Third, messengers to the association 
elected as follows: Bro. W. R. James, S. A. New- 
comb, W. I. (or J) Harrison, Claud L. Newcomb, 
and Sister Vastie Mitchell. 

No further business conference adjourned 
to meet at the next regular meeting day." 

Following the name of the clerk and pas- 
tor was the following note: 

"The action concerning Central Associa- 
tion was rescinded because of delay in not being 
able to go to Bauxite, and the above named mes- 
sengers were instructed to go to Saline Associa- 
tion." 

W. H. Andrew was Pastor of First Baptist 
in Benton. He probably preached at Mt. View, and 
also at Kentucky Church on Sunday afternoons. 
No doubt, it was his influence that led the Mt. 
View Church to leave the Saline Association. 

According to church minutes, Saline 
Church sent messengers to the Central Associa- 
tion (SBC) from 1925 until 1951. On Sep. 14, 1952, 
Mt. View voted to change from Convention to 
Landmark. This was primarily through the in- 
fluence of R. C. Newcomb, Sr., who contacted Eld. 
Raymond Fitzgerald to serve as pastor and help 
the church again fellowship with the A.B.A. 

Following this change the church repre- 
sented in the Pine Bluff Association from Octo- 
ber, 1952, until October, 1967. On Sep. 8, 1968, 
Mt. View voted to join the Central Association of 
Missionary Baptist Churches. 

Based on information given by infor- 
mants, Virginia Newcomb, who was born in 1909, 
and also R. C. Newcomb, Jr., born in 1921, the 
church and a school were originally located 
about half-way between the present Mt. View 
Church and the Saline River. Some time during 
the 1920's the church and school were moved to a 
building about 1/4 mile east of the present Mt. 
View Church. The church met upstairs and the 
school met on the ground floor. The church and 
school were both referred to as Saline and Mt. 
View, until Mt. View was officially adopted as the 
name in 1936. Both informants identified the 
original and later locations of the school and 
church. The two-story school-church building 
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was destroyed by a tornado in 1926, and the 
church was then located at the present site. 
Virginia Newcomb was born north of the 
river about 2.5 miles west of the Kentucky 
Church. Her parents, James Arthur Newcomb 
and Rosa Lee Dodson Newcomb, were members of 
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Present building of Mt. View MBC 


the Kentucky Church. They were both born in 
Arkansas. However, the Newcombs originally 
came from Tennessee. The Saline River was 
crossed at the Harrison Ford. The old road joined 
the present road just west of the James Cemetery. 
She remembers making the crossing both by 
wagon and in early automobiles. She remembers 
crossing the river to attend revival services both 
at Saline and at Kentucky. One semester there 
was no school on the north side of the river, and 
she stayed with relatives to attend school in the 
Saline Community. 

Both informants remember the church 
building as being constructed out of rough sawn 
boards, which were painted. The church had no 
Sunday School rooms. 

Therefore, it is quite interesting to locate 
one of the charter churches of the Saline Associa- 
tion. 


Mt. Gilead Baptist Church 

According to the original minutes of the 
Association, the Mt. Gilead Church, presently lo- 
cated about three miles west of Black Springs was 
a charter member of the Association. 

Although some type organization was in 
existence in 1836, most sources date the church 
from 1838. 

Zella Bobo Crosby contributed several ar- 
ticles published in Montgomery Co., Our Her- 
itage. She wrote: 

"According to Aunt Lizzie Jeffrey Bobo, a 
charter member for eighty years or more, a log 
crib built across the road from the church was 
filled with corn every fall by surrounding farm- 
ers to feed horses or teams of anyone traveling 
by. She said the crib was never locked and always 
had corn in it in the fall from the year before. 


She continued, "James Jeffrey, a prosper- 
ous farmer who had lost his wife and reared a 
large family by himself, was a devout deacon in 
the Mount Gilead Church."49 

In another article she stated James Jef- 
frey was a son of John F. Jeffrey, one of the early 
settlers in Montgomery Co. Both John and his 
wife, Harriet R. Fleming were born near 
Tuscaloosa, AL., in 1822 and 1826 respectively. 
She stated, "Both were members of the Mission- 
ary Baptist Church." John Jeffrey was a Clerk of 
the County, and also served in the Confederate 
Army. He was a tanner and teacher by occupa- 
tion. 

James Jeffrey was born in Montgomery 
Co., September 27, 1847. In 1870 he married 
Mary Elizabeth Gray, born Nov. 12, 1851. He died 
March 29, 1928. Both he and his wife, as well as 
five of their children, were buried in the Mt. 
Gilead Cemetery. 

In identifying Susannah Wehunt, and 
others included in a picture, the comment was 
made that "Susannah Wehunt was a staunch Mis- 
sionary Baptist who attended Mount Gilead Bap- 
tist Church, founded in 1838 on property belong- 
ing to Grandfather Jeffrey."°° 


DeRoche Missionary Baptist Church 
Bismark 

The DeRoche MBC was organized Oct. 3, 
1847, at the school house near Squire Obediah 
Burnett's home on the Murfreesborough Road. A 
presbytery was made up of Elders Cornelius Cain 
and John Y. Lindsey. Eleven persons agreed to the 
constitution and principles of the Mt. Moriah 
Association. Upon presentation of letters of 
dismission, they were declared a Baptist Church. 
Eld. William Hardage was the first pastor and 
William Moore was the first clerk. 

In early years the church was referred to 
as a United Baptist Church of Christ. In 1877 the 
name was changed to Regular Baptist Church. In 
January, 1897, the name was changed to DeRoche 
MBC. 

The following churches were organized 
out of DeRoche: Bismark MBC, Hickory Grove 
MBC, Caney MBC, and Midway MBC. 

The DeRoche Church has affiliated with 
several Associations during its 146 years. When 
the Red River Association was organized by di- 
viding the Saline Association in 1848, the 
churches west of the Ouachita River, which in- 
cluded DeRoche, became the Red River Assoc. In 
1856 the church petitioned the Caddo Assoc.., 
then in 1869 the church affiliated with the Saline 
Assoc. DeRoche is presently the oldest church in 
the Association. 

In 1869 the messengers were B. M. 
Phillips, J. T. Thornton, and W. A. Halcomb. The 
pastor was John Clem and the clerk was B. M. 
Phillips. The church reported 44 members. 
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In 1896 messengers were sent to the Bap- 
list State Convention. In 1903 the church pledged 
pial to the State General [Landmark] Associa- 

ion. 

In July 1903, P. Montgomery presented a 
deed to the church for a new building site, about 
five miles south of the original building. The 
church met in the new building for the first time 
in September of 1903. The present structure was 
built in 1948. 


< SS 


First service in this building was in Sep., 
1903. This picture was made in 1922. 


Eld. William Hardage 

William Thomas Hardage was born in 
Lincoln Co., TN on Jan. 8, 1812. He made a public 
profession of religion in 1832 and soon after- 
wards became a preacher. He moved to Arkansas 
about 1845. 

The death notice printed in the Tennessee 
Baptist stated, "He was much beloved by all who 
knew him. He was extremely humble and devo- 
tional, and his labors were signally blessed by 
the refreshing influence of God's grace and the in- 
gathering of precious souls." 

He died at his residence in Hot Springs 
Co., Jan. 18, 1855. 

The Tennessee Baptist printed a report 
from Bro. Hardage, dated March 15, 1849. He 
wrote: 

"There are but two or three Baptist 
Churches in the county, and but two ministers of 
our faith, one of them is in my neighborhood on 
the west boundary of the county, the other is in 
the north-east corner of the county. My labors 
last year were mostly in the enjoining county, but 
I have only the care of two churches now, in about 
twenty-four or twenty-five miles from here, is a 
neighborhood where some of them say that have 
never heard a baptist preach, they were sending 
for me last year to come and preach for them, but 
my time was filled up so I could not go, but if my 
health improves and the weather gets open, I 
want to go up and visit them. We have a small 


church in our neighborhood, and most of them 
now comes.,..." 

We are not sure which churches Eld. 
Hardage had reference to, but we now know that 
Eld. Hardage and Eld. William Anderson from 
Mt. Bethel Church, Clark Co., organized the 
Bethel MBC, near Glenwood on August 5, 1848. 

Some of Eld. Hardages' descendants still 
attend the DeRoche Church. 


Brush Creek Missionary Baptist Church 


Leola 

The Brush Creek MBC, the second oldest 
church in the Association, was organized in 
Nov., 1847 by the Philadelphia MBC. The first 
members were actually those members of Phi- 
ladalphia Church who were living west of the 
Saline River. One source stated, "In October, 1847, 
Philadelphia Church dismissed her members liv- 
ing on the West side of Saline River for the our- 
pose of forming a new church... On the First Sun- 
day in November, 1847, they met at the school 
building at Sulphur Springs and organized Brush 
Creek Baptist Church..." 

The presbytery was composed of Elders 
Joab Pratt, John Hesson and Eli Saffel and dea- 
con John Pratt from the Philadelphia Church 
and Eld. Cornelius Cain from Hot Spring Co. The 
Abstract of Faith of the Saline Association was 
adopted, because the Philadelphia Church was in 
the Saline Association until the Pine Bluff Asso- 
ciation was organized in 1861. 

The charter members were Jesse Cotton, 
Davidson Cunningham, William Cotton (another 
list gave this name as William Elton), Charles 
Page, Isaac Cox, Jonathan Waller, Peter (another 
list gave this name as Luther) N. Morrison, Angus 
Page, Egber Fitzhugh, Daniel Morrison, William 
Guest, Sterling Milham, Joseph Guest and John 
Haberson. 

The first business meeting was held in 
March, 1848, with Bro. John Y. Lindsey acting as 
moderator. They agreed to meet the following 
Sunday and ordain Brethren Jesse Cotton and 
Davidson Cunningham as deacons. Other early 
deacons were E. B. Deer, Andrew Stiles, Albert S. 
Rhodes, John Wiley, W. R. Toler, John Rankin, 
Felix Brashears, Mack Gifford , James Cunning- 
ham and W. S. Gifford. 

In June of 1848 Bro. S. T. Cobb was chosen 
to serve as pastor until December, 1849. Other 
pastors were Elders Eli Safful, R. M. Thrasher, 
Joseph Maley, A. Yates, John Clem, R. M. Lindsey 
and Sidney F. Funk. The first church clerk was 
William Cotton, followed by Jesse Brown, Phillip 
Brashears, P. R. Brashears, James M. Page, and 
W. R. Chambers. 

A building committee [Brethren Cun- 
ningham, Cox, and West] was appointed in Sep., 
1849 and made its report in October. According to 
the 1936 minute, the church was organized about 
one mile from where it is now located. Brush 
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Creek is the only church in Grant Co. that is a 
member of the Saline Assoc. 

As was typical of churches of the time, the 
early records list charges against many of the 
members for various sins, including drunkeness, 
stealing a hog, stealing corn out of a crib, etc. 


Francois Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern , 

Francois MBC was organized in Dec., 
1848. The original name was Sardis, but was 
changed to Francois in 1849. The name also ap- 
pears in other variations, such as Franceway 
(1909-19386). 

The presbytery was composed of Samuel 
T. Cobb, William G. Frost, and Davidson Cun- 
ningham. 

The charter members were Nicholas 
Fisher, Carter Fisher, B. J. Sanford, Jacob Sivily, 
Eliza Sanford, Agnes Clardy, Mary Clife, Nancy 
Walls, Margaret Nichols, Sarah Rinehart, 
Lousindy Fisher and Rebecca Harden. 

Early pastors were Samuel Cobb, Aaron 
Bolt, Saul Douthitt, John Y. Lindsey, Daniel 
Hammonds, R. D. Ross, John Clem, Rufus M. 
Lindsey and R. M. Thrasher. 

Francois has worshiped the Lord in four 
different buildings. The first two were built of 
logs with punch-board floors and split logs used 
for benches. The second log buildign stood until 
1904 when a frame building was erected. This one 
stood until 1953 when a buff tile building was 
built. In 1976 four class rooms were added. In the 
spring of 1981 the church was completely reno- 
vated and a white brick building bears the Fran- 
cois Church name. 


Oak Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

The Oak Hill MBC is an outgrowth of the 
South Fork Church. The date of the organization 
is unknown. However, South Fork was first listed 
in the Saline Association in 1850. The church 
represented regularly until 1898. By 1853 the 
church reported 94 members, with Eld. John Y. 
Lindsey as pastor. Messengers were S. T. Hender- 
son, W. J. Neighbors, and W. James, with a Whit- 
ington post office. John Y. Lindsey helped orga- 
nize the Marble Church, about 15 miles to the 
north, in 1848 and was pastor until 1854. It is 
commonly believed South Fork came out of the 
Kentucky Church, and was also organized by 
John Y. Lindsey. 

South Fork hosted the Association in 
1858, John Y. Lindsey, Moderator; 1877 and 
1883. In 1868 the church was represented by W. J. 
Neighbors, pastor; L. J. Neighbors, clerk, and J. 
M. Hollinshead. The church had dismissed 38 by 
letter, leaving 66 members. 

Sometime after 1898 the church became 
inactive. In 1903 the church was re-organized as 
Oak Hill MBC and the church building was moved 


about 1.5 miles north to the location of the Hy- 
land Cemetery, the present location of the 
church, known as the Old Danville Road. The 
previous location was Hwy. 5 (old Hot Springs- 
Little Rock road). 

The organization was effected by an "Ec- 
clesiastical Council" called of sister churches: 
Marble Church was represented by Peter H. 
Smith, an ordained minister; Bethlehem Church 
by C. B. Mcee, a deacon; Mt. Pleasant by M. S. 
Jackson, a deacon. 

The council convened the Third Lord's 
Day in August, 1903, by electing Peter H. Smith as 
Moderator and W. A. Neighbors as Clerk and 
choosing J. P. Howard and A. S. Wise to assist in 
the organization. 

Charter members of Oak Hill: W. A. 
Neighbors, ordained minister; R. P. Neighbors, H. 
M. Gardner, M. S. Neighbors, Jr., G. W. Snodgrass, 
M. A. Snodgrass, O. T. Smith, W. J. Smith, J. P. 
Howard, deacon, M. E. Howard, J. P. Neighbors, S. 
T. Jackson, M. A. Jackson, P. G. Jackson, M. S. 
Neighbors, Sr. 

The records from the South Fork Church 
show W. A. Neighbors as being pastor in 1891- 
1892, 1894-1897, and then pastor of Oak Hill 
from 1902-1912. 

Eld. W. A. Neighbors donated the property 
to Oak Hill as long as it remains a church. Eld. 
Neighbors' wife was the daughter of Eld. Peter 
Smith. 

W. J. Neighbors was pastor of Oak Hill 
from 1882-1887, and Marble from 1871-1885. W. 
A. Neighbors was pastor at Marble in 1912-1913, 
1916-1919, and 1920-1921. Steve Ragsdale was 
pastor of Marble in 1890, 1891, 1896-1897, 1902, 
1905. 

It is thought the church fellowshiped in 
the Central Association (SBC) from its organiza- 
tion until 1921 when the Church represented 
again in the Saline Association. 

Another interesting picture was made in 
1940 when the men removed the leaking sheet 
metal roof, soldered the holes by hand, and re- 
roofed the church. A new block building was 
erected by the church in the early 1950's. Exten- 
sive remodeling was done on the building in 
1992. 

The Church sponsored a mission in 1958, 
resulting in the East Side MBC in Hot Springs. 


Pleasant Hill Missionary 


Baptist Church #1, Malvern 

Pleasant Hill MBC was organized Sep. 20, 
1851, with fourteen charter members. Eld. J. T. 
Crain and Deacon William B. Parker organized 
the church. The church entered the Saline Asso- 
ciation on Sep. 21, 1851. 

Among the early pastors were Elders 
Joseph Moley, S.F. Funk, J.E. McGovern, J.D. 
Hales, R.M. Thrasher, B.S. Taylor, R.M. Lindsey, 
J.R. Bowland, N.D. Jones, A.F. Lamb, R.F. Rus- 
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sell, Will Montgomery, Charles Skinner and O.F. 
Borland. 

Pleasant Hill has added three new Sunday 
School rooms, nursery and kitchen to the 
church. 


Fairplay Missionary Baptist Church 
Benton 

Fairplay MBC, Saline Co., was organized 
on Feb. 17, 1855 in northern Hot Spring Co. , 
about two miles south of the present location, 
near where Reyburn Creek crosses Military Road. 
This location would be near Sam Reyburn's plan- 
tation, known as "Fair Play Place." This proba- 
bly accounts for the name "Fairplay." 

Fairplay was admitted to the Saline Asso- 
ciation in the fall of 1855. 

On April 1, 1860, a group of twenty mem- 
bers withdrew from Old Fairplay and organized a 
new church called Pleasant Mount. It was also lo- 
cated in northern Hot Spring Co. In July its name 
was changed to Mount Zion. John Y. Lindsey was 
the first pastor and Andrew Hendrix was the first 
clerk. The Minute of the Saline Association for 
1860 gives the following information on these 
churches: 

Mt. Zion, admitted in 1860 

Pastor: None listed; Clerk, Andrew Hen- 
drix; Messengers, W. Graham, Andrew Hendrix, 
M. L. Nelson; 29 members. William Graham gave 
the land to Mt. Zion Church. The church was lo- 
cated about three miles north in Hwy. 67. 

Fairplay, admitted in 1855 

Pastor: John Y. Lindsey; Clerk, Calvin 
Devenport; messengers, R. D. Ross, R. B. Daven- 
port, L. Brumbelow; 24 members 


According to the 1936 Minute, John Y. 
Lindsey was the first pastor of Mt. Zion. On May 
19, 1866, these two congregations consolidated by 
mutual agreement, with the new church retain- 
ing the name of Fairplay. 

R. M. Thrasher of Rockport, was chosen as 
pastor and Calvin Devenport as clerk. 

Howell Cooper sold his property to Calvin 
Devenport prior to 1860. Calvin Devenport and 
his wife, Sarah F., donated five acres of land to 
the church on May 28, 1870. The deed reads in 
part, “said five acres of land Fairplay Baptist 
Church house now stands..." 

This log church building was erected near 
the Chandler Branch, the present location, in 
Saline Co. Later a "better house" was built, which 
was destroyed by fire on the third Sunday in May, 
1925. 

John Y. Lindsey was pastor from 1855- 
1860, and R. M. Thrasher was pastor from 1866- 
69, 1874-79. 

In 1869 Calvin Devenport was clerk; the 
messengers were M. L. Nelson (originally from 
Mt. Zion), H. Devenport, and R. Devenport. The 
church baptized 29 that year, to make a member- 
ship of 79. 


According to the 1986 minute, Howell 
Cooper first homesteaded the land where Fair- 
play Church and Cemetery are now located. He 
was the great-great grandfather of Pastor Havis 
Cooper. 

Howell Cooper was born in NC about 1792. 
He migrated to AR by way of Jasper Co., GA and 
Hardeman Co., TN. The 1850 census of Saline 
Township, Hot Spring Co., showed Howell Cooper 
to own 120 acres of land in the northern part of 
Hot Spring Co. The Fairplay Baptist Church and 
Cemetery are located in the NE corner of that 120 
acres. 

Bro. Havis Cooper made the following ob- 
servation, substantiated by a quote: 

"A statement in a letter to Mrs. Frances 
House-Greiss verifies the fact that Fairplay Bap- 
tist Church and Cemetery now occupy a part of 
the old "Cooper Plantation." 

"...In 1917 mother took us to Arkansas 
and we spent the entire summer on the farm, near 
Malvern, with her brother Sam Cooper. One day 
uncle Sam placed a grand lunch, and the giant of 
all watermelons, in the big spring wagon and car- 
ried us to the spring and cemetery at Fairplay. 
There he made the history of our family line. He 
told us all about how our great grandfather had 
curbed the spring on the land called the "Cooper 
Plantation," and mother told us about summer 
singing schools and events with other of the 'kith 
and kin’..."91 

Bro. Cooper continued, "The spring which 
Mrs. Barnett mentions is the spring which is lo- 
cated about 200 yards in front of the church, and 
has in the past been used as the water supply for 
the church and parsonage." 

A Sunday School wing with six Sunday 
School rooms was added to the building in 1950, 
and the church was completely remodeled in the 
1960's. 

Sources: History of Fairplay Missionary 
Baptist Church, by Bro. Havis Cooper; Saline As- 
sociation Centennial Minute, 1936, p. 50; Re- 
search Project #82 - O01, Arkansas History 
Commission, by Russell P. Baker 


Big Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern 

Big Creek MBC was organized on July 1, 
1855. Members of the organizing presbytery were 
John Hesson, Harry A. Gregory, James Ashley 
and John Pratt. 

John Hesson was an ordained preacher 
and John Pratt was an ordained deaconfrom 
Philadelphia Church. 

Big Creek entered the Saline Association 
in 1855. The church is located about nine miles 
SE of Malvern. 
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Smith Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
Lonsdale 

Smith Creek MBC was organized in 1858. 
It is believed the Kentucky MBC was the sponsor- 
ing church. The exact number in the organizing 
presbytery is unknown, but William H. Rigsby, 
John M. Hutchingson and Joseph Smith were 
amogn those who signed the charter. Eld. Wilkins 
Tate was the first pastor. : 

Smith Creek is believed to have entered 
the Association in 1859. The church entertained 
the Association in 1869. 

Other pastors were Elders Jeff Neighbors, 
Andy Neighbors and S. F. Funk. 


Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern 

The Oak Grove MBC was organized some 
time prior to 1860. The church was listed in the 
1869 minute with 44 members. 

The church has met in three different 
buildings at two different locations. The church 
was organized at Social Hill and was moved to 
the present site north of Social Hill in the Oak 
Grove community in 1882. Eld. Rufus Lindsey 
was pastor. 

A one-room frame building was erected on 
land donated by Z. T. and Eliza A. McVey. 

The present church building was dedi- 
cated April 6, 1962. The Fellowship Hall was ded- 
icated in April, 1983. In July of 1987, a house and 
.O acre of land joining the church property was 
bought to be used as a parsonage. 

Early pastors were Elders J. M. Clem, M. 
H. Thornton, O. M. Burnett, Jack Thompson, 
George W. Benson, H. C. Keaton, O. F. Boreland, J. 
A. Sheets, and D. K. Shinn. 


Magnet Cove Missionary 


Baptist Church, Malvern 

Magnet Cove MBC was organized on July 
9, 1868 in the Magnet Cove Community by Elders 
Robert Thrasher and John Clem. 

The charter members were: Samuel A. 
Power, John H. Harbin, John C. Power, Pinkney 
J. Power, John Martin, Emily Martin, Harriet 
Allen, Minerva C. Bradley, Mary S. Magby, Susan 
Adkins, Jemima M. Power, Jane Martin, Martha 
A. Cook, Sarah A. Price, Nancy Magby, Melinda 
Henry, and Syntha D. Allen. 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher served as Moderator. 
After prayer by Elder John Clem, the Presbytery 
extended to the Church the hand of recognition, 
and the brethren and sisters gave each other the 
right hand of fellowship and the Presbytery then 
declared them a regularly organized Christ of 
Christ. 

The church adopted the "Articles of Faith" 
and "Church Covenant" contained in the Ency- 
clopedia of Religious Knowledge published by J. 
Newton Brown. 


At the August meeting Eld. Robert 
Thrasher was called as pastor and B. F. Cook was 
elected as clerk. Messengers to present the peti- 
tionary letter to the Saline Association were 
Brethren B. F. Cook, Samuel A. Power, and John 
C. Power. 

Elders R. M. Thrasher served as pastor 
four times until 1895 (22 years), and John Clem 
served as pastor four times (7 years) until 1904. 

The church has continually associated 
with the Saline Association, and later the 
Arkansas State Association and the American 
Baptist Association. 

The church has met in three different 
buildings at two different locations. The first 
was a log building, also used as the school for 
Magnet Cove, located across the highway and 
slightly east of the present location. In 1876 the 
church appointed Brethren John C. Power, John 
Martin and J. A. Verser to secure a new building 
site and draft plans for a new building. The frame 
building, which was not completed until 1886, 
served the church until 1956, when the present 
church building was built. The parsonage was 
built in 1966. 

From its beginning until the church had 
preaching services once a month, until becoming 
half-time in 1887, and then full-time in August, 
1948. The first mention of a Sunday School was 
in 1877. It was not until 1920 that Sunday School 
met year around. A Ladies Aid Society was orga- 
nized in 1893 and a Ladies Auxiliary was orga- 
nized in August, 1945. 

Magnet Cove sponsored the organization 
of Meadow View Church in September, 1936; 
Pleasant Valley Church in August, 1938; and 
First Baptist, Butterfield in May, 1952. 


Ouachita Missionary Baptist Church 


Donaldson 

Ouachita MBC was organized in 1868 by 
Oak Grove MBC. Elder Jack Clem, Russell 
Williams, Jesse Taylor, Mary Davis, Samuel 
Davis, and Polly Ann Williams were charter 
members. Early pastors were Elders Jack Clem, 
Joe Howard, R. M. Thrasher, Rufus Lindsey, B. S. 
Taylor and S. F. Funk. The church petitioned the 
Saline Assoc. in 1868. 

The church was organized near the pre- 
sent site of the Ouachita Cemetery. It was relo- 
cated in July, 1887, at the present location al- 
most two miles east of Donaldson on Highway 22. 
The land was donated by Thomas P. Nix. 

The first church building at the new loca- 
tion was damaged by a storm, and a new building 
was begun in 1948, completed in 1949, and dedi- 
cated May 28, 1950. 

The first Sunday School was organized on 
March 24, 1906. On August 21, Ouachita MBC 
granted letters to 19 members for the purpose of 
organizing Donaldson MBC. 
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The church had preaching services once 
per month until October, 1949, then twice a 
month until October, 1956, when the church be- 
gan full-time services. 


Oaklawn Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

Oaklawn MBC was organized in 1872 as 
Corinth MBC. The church was organized in the 
old Findley school house, in the eastern part of 
the O'Bryan Addition to Hot Springs. The charter 
members were Eld. Stephen Rowe, Mrs. Stephen 
Rowe, William Farr, Mrs. Sarah Farr, Bro. G. W. 
Clay. 

Eld. Stephen Rowe was the first pastor, 
followed by A. C. Files, and D. K. McVay. Bro. 
William Farr was the first church clerk. 

While Eld. McVay was pastor, the church 
moved to a new location on the Higdon Ferry 
Road at Tranquill Cemetery, and the name was 
changed to Mt. Carmel. Pastors at this location 
were Elders J. H. Holcomb, W. J. Hardin, J. W. 
McDonald, and George F. Rowe. 

The church was then moved to another lo- 
cation at the old Bettis School House, and later 
on the church was moved to the southeast corner 
of the Files estate now on State Hwy. 7, and there 
the first church house was built. 

Then the church was moved onto Oak- 
lawn Blvd., and the name was changed from Mt. 
Carmel to Oaklawn in Dec., 1914. 

While Bro. A. T. Powers was pastor, the 
church was destroyed by fire on March 21, 1945. 
Services were held in a tent for a few weeks, then 
moved to the Seventh Day Adventist Church un- 
til a new building was completed. Services were 
first held in the basement on Nov. 4, 1945. The 
auditorium was completed by March 20, 1946. 

A new building program was started while 
Bro. Jearl Smith was pastor. Ground was broken 
on Feb. 11, 1968, and the first services were held 
in the new sanctuary on Jan. 12, 1969. 


Hickory Grove Missionary 


Baptist Church, Bismark 

Hickory Grove MBC was organized August 
30, 1873. DeRoche was the sponsoring church. 
Members of the organizing presbytery were J. H. 
Howard, B. M. Phillips and John Thornton. 

The charter members were John T. 
Thornton, W. M. Thornton, A. B. Thornton, E. E. 
Tisdale, W. J. Hardin, T. Lumpkins, J. T. Mahand, 
Julia Anne Parmer and Elizabeth Thornton. 

Eld. Joseph Howard was the first pastor. 
W. R. Thornton was the first clerk. Other early 
pastors were Elders J. T. Thornton, John Clem, 
Nick Cothren, S. F. Funk, John Sims and W. J. 
Hardin. 

In 1951 Eld. C. J. Hall was sent out as mis- 
sionary and organized Winan Ave. MBC. 


Ten Mile Missionary Baptist Church 
Lonsdale 

Ten Mile MBC was organized in August, 
1873, as an arm of Kentucky MBC. The church 
was organized in the old building east of Ten Mile 
Cemetery. Preachers present were Elders L. M. 
Patterson, C. M. Moore and James Wallis. Bro. 
James A. Verser, Magnet Cove MBC, acted as 
Church Clerk pro temp. 

The following members were received by 
letter: Bro. O. L. Cates (Deacon), Sis. Martha A. 
Cates, Sis. Mary A. Cates, Bro. John Cates, Bro. J. 
A. Melton, Bro. W. K. Johnson, Sis. Rhoda John- 
son, and Sis. Armaretta Warford. 

The church was first named Bethel MBC 
but was changed to Ten Mile because there was 
another Bethel Church in the Saline Assoc. Until 
the 1930's the church address was Slocum, the 
post office located about two miles east of the 
church. 

A church building was erected on the pre- 
sent site in 1889; Eld. R. M. Thrasher preached 
the dedication sermon. This building served until 
1940, when it was replaced by a new building ded- 
icated June 30. Bro. J. C. Hughes preached the 
dedication sermon. Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1848. A parsonage was built in 1955- 
1956, and was re-modeled and enlarged in 1978- 
1979: 

Extensive improvements were completed 
in September, 1971, including seven Sunday 
School rooms, pastor's study, nursery, "indoor 
plumbing," new church furniture, central heating 
and air-conditioning. A baptistery was added in 
1975, and a Fellowship Hall was built in 1981. 

In 1992 another remodeling project was 
completed to relocate the library, alter the li- 
brary, and improve the pastor's study. 

Ten Mile Church has participated faith- 
fully in associational activities. Bro. A. B. 
Shockley was a messenger from Ten Mile to the 
first annual meeting of the General Association 
in Texarkana in 1905. He was clerk of the Saline 
Association for 22 years (1899 to 1922). While 
serving as clerk, he collected most of the minutes 
of the Association and prepared a historical 
table. 

In March of 1990, Ten Mile called Bro. 
Paul M. Vance as their missionary to begin a 
work in Woodstock, GA, just north of Atlanta. A 
church plant has been purchased, and the mis- 
sion membership is 55. The church is presently 
sending $3,708 each month to inter-state and 
foreign missions. 


New Hope No. 1 Missionary 
Baptist Church, Malvern 
New Hope No. 1 MBC was organized in 
1876 with 31 members. Brush Creek was the 
sponsoring church. James Rucker helped orga- 
nize the church. 
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Pastors of New Hope included Elders J. M. 
Lindsey, S. F. Funk, B. S. Taylor and N. D. Jones. 

The church is located two miles south of 
Rolla. The original church building was made of 
logs cut and sawed into rough lumber. The build- 
ing was not ceiled. It was a large building with 
two front doors--one for the men, and one for the 
women and children. The men sat on one side 
and the women and children sat on the other. 


Valley Missionary Baptist Church 
Bismark 

Valley MBC was organized in 1878. The 
first building was a small box building made of 
rough lumber and covered with splight boards. 
This building was located across the highway 
from where the Cemetery is now. Bro. Bright was 
pastor. 

The original church records were de- 
stroyed on Nov. 2, 1911 in a house fire. A sum- 
mary of the church's history was recorded under 
the date of August 29, 1912: 

Valley MB Church, as it stands today, was 
organized sometime in August, 1890 with Eld. C. 
C. Whitten serving as first pastor and C. C. Keadle 
as Church Clerk. Charter members were Bro. C. C. 
Keadle, Sis. Bright, Sis. Sidney Shuffield, and 
Bro. Williams and his wife. 

The church was received into the Caddo 
River Baptist Assoc. in 1890, and then in 1892 
was granted a letter of dismission to become a 
member of the Saline Association. 

In February of 1903, Valley Church pur- 
chased land from Mr. D.T. Sutton, across the 
highway from where the building is lcoated now. 

In 1957 this land was traded for the land 
the Church is on today. A cement block buildign 
was erected. In 1958 a tornado damaged this 
building and it had to be rebui;lt. Sunday School 
rooms and other improvements were added. In 
1983 a fellowship hall, baptistry, and pastor's 
quarters were added to the buildings. 

Other early pastors included Elders L.M. 
Warwick, M.P. Thomas, J.O. Booth, J.W. Holt, 
J.W. Burks, A.S. Suggs, Sam Allen, M.H. Thorn- 
ton, F.E. Teague, J.A. Sheets, J.B. Nobles, W.T. 
Shuffield, and O.T. Hardin. 


Reyburn Creek Missionary 


Baptist Church, Malvern 

The Reyburn Creek MBC was organized 
Saturday, November 6, 1880, at Carpenter's 
School House. Ministers from Fairplay, Magnet 
Cove, Francois and Big Creek churches were in- 
vited to help with the organization. 

After finding these people to be regularly 
baptized members of Baptist Churches and in 
good standing, and having letters of dismission, 
and having entered into covenant with each 
other and being willing to adopt the Abstract of 
Faith of the Saline Association, the following 


charter members were recognized as an organized 
"Church of Christ" and was given the hand of fel- 
lowship and recognition: 

William P. Carpenter, Rosa Carpenter, M. 
P. Carpenter, Mary Carpenter, George Carpenter, 
Nancy Carpenter, B. C. Fitzhugh, Francis Carpen- 
ter, J. M. L. Westerman and wife, Lewis Collie, 
Nancy Collie, John Collie, Mrs. M. P. Collie, Mrs. 
Racheal Griffin, Johnana Collie, and Laura Pre- 
ston. 

It was decided they would meet on Satur- 
day before the first Sunday of each month for 
regular conference and meeting. Eld. J. L. Hales 
was chosen as pastor. He served four years, and 
again for two years beginning in 1886. B. C. 
Fitzhugh was the first church clerk. 

The church appointed a committee com- 
posed of B. C. Fitzhugh, M. P. Carpenter, and J. W. 
Collie to draw up the Rules of Decorum, which 
were adopted in February, 1881. 

Louis Collie was the first deacon selected 
by the church. Later S. F. Shockley and C. B. Horm 
were selected. 

The church met in the school building un- 
til 1885, when a church was finished on a plot of 
ground about one mile to the west. Services were 
held in this building until it burned in 1919. By 
that time the membership totaled 70. 

Some of the ministers who served during 
this time were J. L. Hales, John Clem, R. M. Lind- 
sey, B. S. Taylor, Sidney Funk, P. C. Hammons, 
A. Tucker, N. D. Jones and Calvin Hughes. 

In 1920 the P. A. (Phil) Otts heirs donated 
two acres of land, about one-quarter mile north 
of the Reyburn Railroad crossing, to the church. 
Times were hard and money was scarce, and the 
building was still under construction, when the 
Glen Rose School District consolidated in 1928. 
The Church voted to trade the unfinished church 
building to the school district for the Reyburn 
School building to be used as a Church. 

In 1962 the present church building was 
built just north of the old building. This building 
was dedicated Nov. 11, 1962. 

Still participating in church activities are 
members who are fifth and sixth generations of 
some of the charter members of Reyburn Creek 
Church. 


New Home Missionary Baptist Church 
Royal 

The date of the establishment of the 
church is uncertain. It is thought a baptism was 
recorded as early as 1873. According to another 
source, the church was established in 1881. Ac- 
cording to an existing written record, Riley Jack- 
son Chitwood was baptized by the church in 1883. 

The church first affiliated with the 
Buckville Association, as early as 1903. The 
church also build a new buildign at the present 
location in 1908. 
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New Home became a member of the Clark- 
Pike Assoc. in 1937, and the Saline Assoc. in 
1975. 

Pastors of New Home have included El- 
ders Wes Smith, Sam Allen, W. L. Cockrell, 
George Rowe, Arthur Melancen, Floyd Smith, 
Omer Wehunt, George Whitley, Jim Patterson, W. 
T. Hardage, Lewis Lee, Elsworth Workman, 
Booker Graves, Lewis Dodd, Herman Wright, and 
Leslie Walker. 


Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
Friendship 

Friendship MBC was organized in August 
of 1886. Bro. R. F. Russell (Uncle Bob) began to 
talk of organizing a Baptist Church at Friend- 
ship. As a result, a small group of Baptists met at 
the Methodist Church and organized a Baptist 
Church. 

The group consisted of Bro. and Sis. R. F. 
Russell, Bro. and Sis. Wm. Hammonds, Bro. & 
Sis. Wiley Wright, Bro. and Sis. E. A. Fowler, Bro. 
& Sis. W. T. Whitten, Sis. Jane Bensen and daugh- 
ter, Nanny Benson, Sis. Frank Snodgrass and 
daughter, Mrs. Ferguson. 

After declining the offer of the local 
Methodist Church, services were begun in the 
school house. 

Bro. E. A. Fowler and Bro. Wm. Ham- 
monds were appointed to ask First Baptist, 
Arkadelphia to ordain J.H.P. Horne as a minister 
so that he could be called as pastor. That church 
ordained Eld. Horne, and the Friendship Church 
called him as their first pastor. Eld. Horne was 
succeeded by Bro. R. F. Russell. Bro. Wiley Wright 
was the first church clerk. 

Other early pastors of Friendship were 
Ben M. Bogard, J. C. Hughes and H. S. Thomas. 
Bro. Bogard was pastor in 1915-1917 while he 
lived in Texarkana. 

Friendship Church joined the Saline As- 
sociation in 1886. The messengers were E. A. 
Fowler, W. T. Whitten (clerk), and R. F. Russell. 

In 1887 Friendship Church temporarily 
moved to Midway and there joined with some 
other Baptists in forming the Sweet Home 
Church. In 1890 the group moved back to Friend- 
ship and has remained there since. 

The church was originally located in a 
small building on Highway 67, then later moved 
to the present location about 100 yards north of 
Highway 67. The wood frame building at the loca- 
tion was damaged by a storm in 1943. The build- 
ing was torn down to make room for the present 
rock building that houses the church. 

In 1936 three of the charter members were 
still living: Sis. Wiley Wright, Sis. Nanny Benson 
Whitfield, and Bro. E. A. Fowler. 


Bismark Missionary Baptist Church 
Bismark 

Bismark MBC was organized about 1886 
with twelve members: J. D. Hardage and wife, W. 
B. Hardage and wife, J. H. Hardage and wife, J. T. 
Timms and wife, Mattie, Tennie, Mollie and Ida 
Hardage, with Eld. Ben S. Taylor and one of the 
Presbytery. 

Other early pastors were Perry Horn, T. 
Holloway, Collins, J. W. Burks and William 
Hardin. 

The church is located about two miles 
south of the Bismark post office on Hwy. 70. 


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

New Hope MBC was organized in 1887. 
There were twelve charter members, with Eld. 
George Rowe, Pastor. 

Among the first members were James 
Spurlin and his wife, Sarah Spurlin. The acre of 
land on Shady Grove Road was donated by James 
Spurlin. He owned a sawmill and cut the lumber 
for the original building. 

That building stood until 1975, when the 
present building was erected. 

The church began half-time preaching in 
1938 and became full-time in 1942. Sunday 
School rooms were added to the building in 1939, 
and another addition was made in 1959. 


Glazier Peau Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

It is concluded that Glazier Peau MBC was 
organized a few months prior to petitioning the 
Saline Association in October of 1891. W. A. 
Neighbors was listed as pastor and the total 
membership was 11. 

Those eleven members are concluded to 
be: William T. Grisham, Mary Grisham, Minnie 
Grisham, Ada Grisham Anthony, William P. An- 
thony, William Jefferson Holland, Nancy Wise 
Holland, William L. Neighbors, and Emily Eads 
Neighbors, who had been members of South Fork 
(now Oak Hill MBC) until the early 1890's, and 
Charles Franklin Geurin and Mary Ellen Riley 
Geurin from Mt. Valley Church. 

The first meetings were held on the prop- 
erty of C. F. Geurin, two miles east of Mt. Valley 
Springs, in a small log building. 

On Nov. 8, 1893 two acres were bought 
from Taylor and Mary J. Anthony. This is the 
present location of the church, 1463 Brookhill 
Ranch Road. 

The first building erected on the property 
was used until it was replaced by a new building 
in 1955. Sunday school rooms and restrooms 
were added in 1972. 

The church petitioned the Buckville Bap- 
tist Association on Sep. 19, 1896, Eld. J. S. Rags- 
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dale, pastor. Glazier Peau was a charter member 
of the Bethlehem Landmark MB Assoc, which 
was organized on Dec. 7,.1941. A. M. Bridges was 
pastor. The church petitioned the Saline Assoc. 
on Sep. 30, 1993. 


Sulphur Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs 

Sulphur Springs MBC was organized on 
the Fifth Sunday in October, 1893. Eld. John El- 
more, Missionary, had been preaching for sev- 
eral months in the area of Lawrence School, sev- 
eral miles east of Hot Springs, in what is now 
known as Sulphur Hill Community on Hwy 270 
East or Malvern Road. 

Elders Floyd and Henry and deacons 
William Magby and John Magby were called to 
aid Eld. John Elmore in organizing the church at 
the home of Bro. James Waycasy. It is believed 
the organization was sponsored by Fairplay 
MBC. 
Charter members were: Eld. John Elmore, 
Bro. Dave Denton and wife, Sis. F. A. Denton, Sis. 
Miller, and Sis. Waycasey. 

Eld. Elmore was elected as pastor and Sis. 
Waycasey as clerk. 

The church met in the Lawrence School 
house until 1895, and then built a small building 
on the David Denton property, south of the high- 
way, off what is now Acres Road. In approxi- 
mately 1921, the church moved to the present 
property, seven miles SW of Hot Springs, on 
Malvern Highway and built a new building. 
Through the years, Sunday School and bath- 
rooms were added, and a baptistery built. A new 
brick building was erected in 1974, and the old 
building was moved. 

This was the last church pastored by Dr. 
W. A. Clark, who owned a small place about .5 
mile from the church. 


Red Springs Missionary Baptist Church 
Gurdon 

Red Springs MBC was organized on Aug. 
26, 1894. The original name, Bethel Springs, was 
changed on July 19, 1953. 

Members of the organizing presbytery 
were I. F. Welch, J. V. Browning, G. A. Franklin, 
D. G. Wells, and H. G. Stroud. 

Red Springs entered the Saline Assoc. in 
19381- 

Pastors of Red Springs have included: D. 
G. Wells, W. U. Davis, J. T. Gathright, J. H. Smart, 
J. H. Summers, A. O. Wells, Chris Barham, O. F. 
Bourland, J. E. Baker, Ashley White, H. B. 
Townsend, E. V. Gourley, Neal Calley, Delton Fox, 
Boyd Kersey, Calvin Nutt, Lloyd Wright, and Bro. 
Cunningham. 


Caney Missionary Baptist Church 
Bismark 

Caney MBC was organized August 1, 1897, 
in a little school house near the present location 
of the church, with nine charter members. 

The presbytery was Elders M. P. Thomas 
and O. C. Miller and Deacons E. H. Fowler, A. J. 
Bray, W. P. Thomas and A. M. Hardin. 

Eld. M. P. Thomas was elected as first pas- 
tor and W. C. Bray as first clerk. Other early pas- 
tors were W. T. Whitten, R. F. Russell, H. W. 
Perkins, S. W. Allan, W. B. Hardage, M. H. Thorn- 
ton and J. W. Holt. 

Messengers were elected to the Saline As- 
sociation in 1909. 

In Sep., 1938, the church voted to move 
the building to make way for a road across the 
church property. Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1958. More Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1970. A fellowship hall and parsonage 
were built in the summer of 1977. 


Taylor's Chapel Missionary 


Baptist Church, Malvern 

Taylor's Chapel MBC was organized in 
1898 by twelve baptized believers who met to- 
gether. The church entered the Saline Associa- 
tion in 1899. 

Early pastors of the church include Elders 
N. D. Jones, R. F. Russell, Frank Lamb, Henry 
Hall, Jack Thompson, and J. E. Strickland. 


Midway Missionary Baptist Church 
Donaldson 

Midway MBC was organized in July 6, 
1902, with 19 charter members. DeRoche was the 
sponsoring church. 

Members of the presbytery were R. F. Rus- 
sell, W. T. Whitter and C. H. Montgomery. 

Eld. R. F. Russell was the first pastor. 
Other early pastors included Elders S. O. Hous- 
ton, J. M. Clem, H. W. Perkins, F. S. Gibson and 
W. E. Sherrill. 

The church entered the Saline Associa- 
tion in 1902. 

The first church building was built in 
1903. It burned and another was built in 1905. 
The present building was built in 1964. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Traskwood 

Landmark MBC was organized Sep. 29, 
1905. Brethren J. W. McDonald of Hot Springs 
and Ben Cox, a law enforcement officer from Lit- 
tle Rock, led out in the organization of the 
church. Others in the organization: Bro. Levi 
Brown, Bro. Will and Bill Woodall, Jim Rowland, 
Sis. Rose Winters and Sis. Emaline Scarbrough. 

The young church grew and soon secured a 
piece of property on the "hill" upon which the 
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first meeting house was erected in 1906. It was ex- 
tremely difficult for the small membership to 
raise sufficient funds to pay the pastor $100.00 
per year, and build a house of worship. Bro. Jim 
Rowland, one of the charter members, led out in 
the work. 

The church petitioned the Saline Associa- 
tion for membership in 1906 when it met at 
Brush Creek in Hot Springs Co. 

Also in 1906 Bluff Springs Church dis- 
banded and many of the members joined 
theTraskwood church. One of these members was 
Bro. Sam Wilbanks, who was later ordained to 
the gospel ministry. 

Bro. J. W. McDonald was the first pastor. 
Other early pastors were Elders O. C. Robinson, 
Will Montgomery and W. H. Perkins. 

The church presently worships in the 
third meeting house. The first building and the 
church records were destroyed by a storm in 
1932. Another building was erected on the same 
location. The present building was started in 
1958 and completed in 1959. 

In 1961 Landmark suffered a set-back 
such as few churches will ever experience. A seri- 
ous doctrinal division occurred when a majority 
of the members voted to follow a pastor who 
preached and taught differently to Missionary 
beliefs. The minority filed suit in the Civil Courts 
to have themselves declared as the legitimate 
church. After litigation reaching the Arkansas 
State Supreme Court, the courts decided in favor 
of the minority, or Missionary Baptist position. 

The serious minded saints at Landmark 
are faithful in their efforts to reestablish the 
good name of Landmark Missionary Baptists. 


Second Baptist Church 


Malvern 

Second Baptist Church was organized on 
April 8, 1906, at the Mill Street school house, 
with 30 members. 

The church was organized as South 
Malvern Landmark MBC. The presbytery was 
composed of Eld. Alec Tucker of Magnet Cove, De- 
caons J. C. Ross, R. P. Goodman and Dr. H. Puri- 
foy. Eld. Tucker was moderator and J. C. Ross was 
clerk. 

On April 22 Eld. J. M. Clem was called as 
pastor and R. H., Seburn was elected as clerk. A 
church building was erected and dedicated on 
June 3. 

Others pastors of the church include Ash- 
ley Wood, F. D. Gibson, M. P. Matheny, L. E. Holt, 
J. E. Sherrill, J. C. Hughes and W. E. Sherrill. 


Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern 
Mt. Zion MBC was established in Septem- 
ber, 1915, with First Baptist Church, Malvern, as 
sponsor. The church was organized by Elders J. T. 
Howell, James E. Malloy and J. E. Holt. 


Charter members: Mrs. Callie Coates, 
Ethel Coates, Ethel Crumby, Alice Doughty, 
James E. Malloy, Fannie Malloy, Leon Malloy, 
Lide Malloy, Thomas Phelan, Maud Phelan, W. L. 
Potts, Mary Potts, Mattie Phelan, Blanchie Ple- 
lan, John Spurlin, Carrie Spurlin, Cecil Taylor, 
Mary Lee Taylor, J. J. Thompson, Litha Thomp- 
son, J. W. Winstead and Victoria Winstead. (The 
1936 account also listed D. D. Almond) 

The original property, located on Ridge 
Road, approximately 3 miles south of Malvern, 
was purchased from James and Fannie Malloy 
on June 28, 1916 for $50.00. The following were 
deacons, whose names were listed on the War- 
ranty Deed: W. L. Potts, John Spurlin, and 
Thomas Phelan. 

As was customary with most churches at 
this time, the church held preaching services one 
Sunday per month, with Sunday School every 
Sunday. Bro. Jack J. Thompson was the first pas- 
tor. 

The original church building was replaced 
in 1949 by a building consisting of an auditorium 
and eight Sunday School rooms. Six additional 
Sunday School rooms were added in November, 
1973. Because of additional growth, a new audi- 
torium was built in 1981, and the old auditorium 
was converted to class rooms, nursery, library 
and offices. A fellowship hall was completed in 
the spring of 1988. 

Full-time services began in Jan. 1968, 
with Bro. J. C. Lemons as pastor. In January, 
1975 1.3 acres adjacent to the church and a 3-bed- 
room home were purchased to be used as a par- 
sonage. Additional space was added to the par- 
sonage in 1980, and the parsonage was re-mod- 
eled in 1990. 

The church voted to sponsor a mission in 
Auburn, GA in 1986. The mission has made good 
progress, and completed a building in 1987. They 
plan to have the indebtedness cleared on the 
property, and to organize as Grace Missionary 
Baptist Church in November, 1993. 


Pleasant Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church, Malvern 


Pleasant Grove MBC was organized in 
1918 under the sponsorship of Pleasant Hill 
MBC. 

The following have pastored Pleasant 
Grove: John Guest, Bro. Ragan, Forest Borland, A. 
C. Cunningham, Cephas Price, Wilson Harmon 
and Leroy Mayes. 


Donaldson Missionary Baptist Church 
Donaldson 
Donaldson MBC was organized on Sep. 5, 
1920. There were 20 charter members, most of 
whom came from Ouachita Church. Eld. J. C. 
Hughes was the first pastor. Other early pastors 
included R. W. Glover, and Steve Thomas. 
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The church entered the Saline Associa- 
tion in 1920. 


Center Fork Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

Brethren Billy Shuffield and Mark 
Thornton came to the area from Valley MBC at 
Bismark to preach a revival meeting in 1930, at 
the Rush Fork school house. Many professions of 
faith were made during the revival. 

During the revival a desire was expressed 
by some Baptists in the community to organize a 
church. As a result, the Center Fork MBC was or- 
ganized Sep. 17, 1930 at Rush Fork School house. 

The charter members were Dodson Ewing, 
Nancy Ewing, Maye Mahan, Molly Mann, Verna 
Chambers, Dora Caver, Lulu Sanders, A. J. 
Ashcraft, Sis. J. L. Roberts and Laura Ashcraft. 
Those entering the organization by baptism were 
Lois (Mahan) Hibbs, Pearl Mann, John Cham- 
bers, G. A. Witherspoon, Rena See, Lorene (Tart) 
Banks, Miril Mann, and B. F. Chambers. 

Monthly services were held at the Rush 
Fork school house until a church building was 
erected in the fall of 1932 on Little Mazarn Creek. 
Bro. Mark Thornton was called as pastor. 

The church remained at this location un- 
til 1945. Due to changes in the roads, relocation 
of the church became necessary. Bro. Leroy Nixon 
donated the land for the present location of the 
church. A new frame building was erected and the 
first services were held in December, 1945. Later 
additional Sunday school rooms were added. 
That building stood until 1966. 

A new building was erected in 1966 and in 
1977 a new auditorium and educational annex 
were erected. The Fellowship Hall was enlarged 
in 1970. Another educational wing was built in 
1979. A new parsonage was erected in 1985. 

Because of a need for additional space, the 
church began construction on a new auditorium 
in March, 1992. The first worship services were 
held in the new sanctuary on March 7, 1993. The 
old auditorium is being converted into class- 
rooms, nursery, and offices. 

Pastors of Center Fork: Brethren Billy 
Shuffield; Mark Thornton, Clem Hall, 
Cartwright, Shinn, Creed Hignight, Leroy Nixon, 
Bob Nusko, Steve Montgomery, Smokey Overton, 
Herbert Bagwell, A. J. Simpson, Clarence John- 
son, Gene Spurlin, Columbus Mahan, Bill West- 
fall, and Loyd Roper. 


Glen Rose Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern 

As early as 1933 a Sunday School had 
been conducted in the community, meeting in 
brush arbors in the Summer and in homes in bad 
weather. 

Glen Rose Church was organized Sep. 8, 
1935. Bro. O. T. Hardin brought the message and 


served as Moderator. Clarence Hardin served as 
Clerk. 

Charter members were Bro. and Sis. C. T. 
Hulsey and Bro. J. G. Fitzhugh. After the organi- 
zation was perfected, ten came in view of a letter 
and thirteen joined for baptism. 

Bro. O. T. Hardin brought the baptismal 
message and baptized the candidates. Eld. J. D. 
Bray was elected as pastor and Hugh White was 
the first clerk. Other early pastors included El- 
ders Floyd Smith, O. T. Hardon, Cecil Kemp, H. A. 
Bagwell and O. C. Robertson. 

D. D. Glover donated the land for the 
church. The first building was dedicated in June, 
1937. The first deacons, Bros. Willie White, 
Clarence Robinson and Kiah White, were or- 
dained on May 15, 1938. 

Through the years the building was en- 
larged and Sunday school rooms were added. Ad- 
ditional property was bought in March, 1963. On 
Nov. 5, 1972 the church voted to build a new 
building which was dedicated March 3, 1974. A 
parsonage was built in 1977 and additional Sun- 
day school rooms were built in 1979. 


Meadow View Missionary 


Baptist Church, Malvern 

Meadow View MBC was organized Sep. 13, 
1936 with twenty-two members. Magnet Cove was 
the sponsoring church. Members of the organiz- 
ing presbytery were: Bros. Oma Hardin, C. P. Mc- 
Corkle, Bailes, Clarence Floyd, and Calvin 
Hughes. Bro. O. T. Hardin was the first pastor. 

The first meeting place was the school 
house. The services included Sunday School each 
Sunday and preaching services once a month. 

Land was purchased at Jones Mill on Hwy. 
270. The church moved into the building in 1943. 
Later Sunday School rooms were added. In 1956 
the church built a parsonage and added to the 
north wing of the church building. 

On Dec. 3, 1989 the church occupied a 
beautiful church building, less one mile from the 
original site. 


Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 


Malvern 

Antioch MBC is located about 12 miles 
west of Malvern in the Antioch Community. The 
church was organized on Sep. 19, 1944. The fol- 
lowing people assembled at old Antioch School- 
house for the purpose of organizing the church: 
Lorene Ashley, Trilby Stembridge, Marvin Sta- 
ton, Mildred Grigsby, Eugene Spainhour, Rufus 
Spainhour, Nettie Spainhour, Carl Spainhour, 
Louise Spainhour, Dixie Glenn, W. T. Glenn, Beu- 
lah Glenn, Darylee Glenn, Inez Glenn, Jack 
Williams, Alice Williams, Eva Ashley and John 
Henry White, a deacon. 
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Bro. J. D. Bray was moderator, Bro. 
Clarence Hardin was clerk and Bro. Oma Hardin 
delivered the message. 

That afternoon the church baptized five 
candidates: Effie Carter, Wesley Reynolds, Bertha 
Reynolds, Harry Ritter, and a Mr. Terry. 

Robert I. Carter donated land for the first 
building site. The building was dedicated in the 
fall of 1948. The present building was completed 
th May of 1974. A fellowship hall was built in 
1984. 


Cones Road Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

The Cones Road MBC was organized on 
Sep. 21, 1944 at a dwelling house on Cones Road. 
The Moderator was Eld. J. D. Bray and Eld. C. H. 
Hardin was Clerk. 

Charter members were Veda Sue Smith, 
John W. Olive, Nellie Olive, Bro. Joe McHenry, 
Anna Mae McHenry, Mrs. Bowman, Marion Ross 
Godwin, Clars Godwin, H. A. Godwin, Earnest 
Wilson, Ruby Wilson, W. T. Beason, Mrs. W. T. 
Beason, Earl Beason, Oren Gibson, Leona Gibson, 
Jordan Gibson, Era Gibson, Louise Gibson, Mrs. 
M. A. Cole, and Mae Deason. 

Most of these members came from Oak- 
lawn MBC and Red Oak MBC. Bro. Joe McHenry 
was the first pastor; Sis. Clara Godwin was the 
first clerk. 

The church met in a little log cabin while 
the building was being built. The church bought 
three lots on Cones Road. The first meeting in the 
new building was April 22, 1945 and the building 
was dedicated in June, 1947. Two additions have 
been made to the building. 

Three additional lots were purchased in 
July 1986 next to the church for a parking lot. 


Baring Cross Missionary Baptist Church 
Arkadelphia 

Baring Cross was organized on August 25, 
1945. The church was originally called Westside 
until 1954. 

Pastors of Baring Cross include O. R. Bor- 
land, Clarence Hardin, Kenneth Bazar, Penn 
Moran, K. E. Dow, Jimmy Harris, Joe K. Poe, and 
Doyle Ingraam. 

The Missionary Baptist Student Fellow- 
ship for Henderson State and Ouachita Baptist 
universities was organized in 1961. 


Emmanuel Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern 
Emmanuel MBC was organized July 28, 
1947. Second Baptist was the sponsoring church. 
Pastors at Emmanuel have been H. S. 
Thomas, J. Coyle Kelly, J. C. James, Charles 
Ashcraft, and H. L. Shuffield. 


Fair Haven Missionary Baptist Church 


Malvern 
Fairhaven MBC was organized in 1948. 
The following have pastored Fairhaven: 
J.C. Crain, J: D. Bray, -Willie, Glenn. \Lova 
Lemons, Joe Bosley, and Clarence Tull. 


Saginaw Missionary Baptist Church 
Donaldson 

Saginaw MBC was organized in 1948, with 
Second Bapotist in Malvern as the sponsoring 
church. 

The church held services in an old com- 
munity church building from 1948 until 1955, 
when a permanent building was erected. A fel- 
lowship hall was added later) 

Pastors of Saginaw include: J.F.C. Crain, 
C. D. Price, J. C. James, Joe Eckert, Oscar Beard, 
and Roy Halpine. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

Calvary MBC was organized June 4, 1950. 
Eld. C. D. Arnold was the missionary, and Oak- 
lawn was the sponsoring church. Services had 
been held in a tent since May 22. 

There were fourteen members in the orga- 
nization. The charter was left open until the 
church could meet in their building. By Dec. 10, 
there were 39 charter members. 

An old school house was moved from 
Buckville to build a church building. The first 
services were held in the church basement on De- 
cember 10. The church met in the tent until that 
time. The building, in which the church still 
worships, was actually completed by Aug. 19, 
1o5]% 

In addition to Bro. Arnold, pastors have 
included Ellis Murders, Reese Arrington, Horace 
Howell, James Harrell, Bill Sealey, Ruben Stid- 
man, Genge Covas, Jewell Meeks, J. D. Hooper, 
Merwin Gray, and Johnny Dreary. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern 

Landmark MBC was organized on June 
24, 1951. Revival services had been conducted by 
Elders Oma Hardin, J. D. Bray and Jimmy Bray. 
During those services their were fourteen profes- 
sions and one dedication. Services were begun on 
Sunday, June 10, and the church was organized 
two-weeks later. 

Charter members were Bro. & Sis Joe Her- 
rington, Bro. Fred Henson, Bro. J. H. Davis, Sis. 
Dellia Davis, and Bro. Wright. Property was pur- 
chased on June 27, 1951, and the building was 
soon under construction. The first services were 
hend in the building on Sep. 16, 1951. A year later 
an addition was made to the building. 
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Bro. Joe Herrington was the first pastor. 
Bro. Carmie Miller became pastor in July, 1956. 
Under his leadership Sunday School rooms were 
added and the auditorium was refinished. 

In 1981 a fellowship hall and kitchen 
were added. In 1984 the church voted to build a 
new auditoriun which was dedicated on June 28, 
1985. 


First Missionary Baptist Church 
Butterfield 
First MBC was organized in 1952. 
The following have pastored Butterfield: 
Dan Hastings, W. W. Ames, George McGuire, 
Hoyette Johnson, Ed Barnes, Jimmy Jones, Fel- 
ton Mason and Fred Vining. 


Faith Missionary Baptist Church 
Arkadelphia 

Faith MBC was organized on October 24, 
1954, under the sponsorship of DeRoche MBC. 

The following have served as pastor: Co- 
nan Doyle, Bill Sealy, Bennie McWha, W. B. 
Lemons, Earl Moody, Charles Sutton, George 
Stricklin and Julius Carter. 

Faith MBC sponsored Bro. Herbert Watts 
and the mission project in Muskogee, OK. 


New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

New Bethel MBC was organized at the Old 
Lowery School House on Wild Cat Road, about 
five miles north of Hot Springs, on Jan. 16, 1955. 

Bro. Henry Morris, pastor of Cones Road 
MBC, the sponsoring church, was Moderator and 
Bro. Lelsie Walker was Clerk. Bro. F. W. Cates 
was the missionary-pastor. 

Charter members included: Sis. Irene 
Miller, Bro. Pat Avant, Bro. Charles Boone, Bro. 
Daniel Boone, Bro. J. R. Boone, Sis. Sadie Boone, 
Bro. William Burks, Sis. Lillie Crabtree, Bro. Joe 
Crabtree, Sis. Jackie Crabtree, Sis. Violet French, 
Bro. Dewell Hatmaker and Sis. Julie Hatmaker. 

The first pastor was Bro. Joe Wehunt 

The church continued to meet in the old 
school house. Later an acre of land was donated 
by the Dierks Co. on Cedar Glades Road. The first 
building was begun in 1957. Since that time there 
have been four major additions to the building, 
including Sunday school rooms, fellowship hall, 
baptistry, etc. Additional property was pur- 
chased in 1989. 


Harp Missionary Baptist Church 
Malvern 
Harp MBC was organized on Jan. 8, 1956, 
under the direction of Eld. F. W. Cate, associa- 
tional missionary. 
The following have pastored the church: 
F. W. Cate, J. C. Lemons, Calvin Hughes, Steve 


Thomas, Lloyd Clardy, Odis Mayes, Kenneth 
Prince, and Carl Richey. 


First Missionary Baptist Church 
Rockport 

First MBC was organized the early part of 
1959 under the sponsorship of Butterfield and 
Second Baptist churches. 

The church was organized as a result of 
mission work by Bro. Lloyd Goodman. 

Others who have served as pastor include: 
Author McLancen, R. C. Halpine, Loyd Lemons, 
Guy Nix, and A. C. Cunningham. 

The 32 ft by 60 ft church building will seat 
150-200 people. Three Sunday School rooms and 
a fellowship hall were added later. 


Winan Avenue Missionary 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs 


Winan Avenue MBC was organized June 
21, 1958. The church was organized as a result of 
a revival held by Eld. Clem J. Hall, by the author- 
ity of Hickory Grove MBC. 

Nine preachers, eight deacons and repre- 
sentatives from 13 churches were present. Eld. C. 
D. Arnold served as Moderator, Eld. D. K. Shinn 
was Clerk, and Eld. Clem J. Hall was Interroga- 
tor. 

Charter members were: Viola Berry, 
Shirley Berry, Deloris Young, Terrell Young, Cur- 
tis Daughtery, Anna Daugherty, Willard Dale 
Murphey, M. E. Westerman, Caludia Westerman, 
Sylvia S. Westerman, Marvin Loy, Helen Loy, J. 
W. Otwell, Carrie Otwell, Edna Hall, Myrtia 
Bayles, W. T. Johnson, Mrs. W. T. Johnson, Allen 
Murders, Morris Westerman, Hays White, 
Dorothy White, Norman Hall, Dorothy Hall, and 
J. W. Handlin. 

In November, 1951, the property across 
the street at 412 Winans Ave. was purchased and 
a small tile building was constructed with church 
members doing the labor. Later an annex with 
choir loft and two Sunday School rooms was 
added. In 1959 the adjoining property with a four 
room house was purchased and used as an educa- 
tional building until 1968. In 1968 the church 
built a new sanctuary, utilizing the older build- 
ing, after renovation, as a Sunday School build- 
ing. A fellowship hall with a kitchen was also 
added. In 1974 the church purchased the two- 
story house and lot adjoining on the east, which 
is now being used as a parsonage. In 1977 the 
church voted to renovate the auditorium to pro- 
vide more seating space, a new church office, 
storage and work room, library, Sunday School 
classroom and nursery between the two build- 
ings. 

The church has always been active in 
mission work here and abroad. In addition, the 
church has endorsed and is helping with the 
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salary of Bro. Edgar N. Sutton, director of the 
Arkansas State Mission Project. 


Pleasant Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church #2, Hot Springs 
Pleasant Hill MBC was organized March 


31, 1978, under the sponsorship of New Hope 
MBC. 


Charter members were Cliff Mann, Rosa 
Mann, Kenneth D. Prince, Wanda Prince, Bill 


1Eld. Allen Samuels represented the Saline Church 
in the organizational meeting of the Association in 
October. Apparently the Saline Church was not in- 
vited to participate in the ordination service. 

2]. S. Rogers, History of Arkansas Baptists, pp. 311- 
Sid. 

3The church was located on the south side of Big De- 
ceiper Creek, Sec. 28, Township 7, range 20 West. 

41t should be noted that a later article prepared by 
Dr. George Truett Blackmon of Ouachita University 
and a “denominational historian" stated Eld. 
Samuels was from Saline Church, and "Bro. Samuel 
brought forward a confession of faith from Saline 
Church." This article, "Mt. Bethel Announces Home- 
coming" was published in the Arkadelphia newspa- 
eo on Sep. 12, 1974. 

J. L. Bozeman, "An Historical Sketch of Mt. Bethel 
Church read at its 75th Anniversary," Baptist Ad- 
vance, Oct) 12,1911: 

SMontgomery Co., Our Hertitage, pp. 394, 548. 
7Montgomery Co., Our Heritage, p. 119. 

8Saline Baptist Association, 1936 Minute, p. 10. Ap- 
parently this committee had in possession the origi- 
nal minutes. In fact, it was reported that the original 
minutes in the handwriting of Bro. Michael Bozeman 
were in the possession of the Associational Clerk un- 
til about 1950. 

9Saline Baptist Association, 1936 Minute, pp. 5-6 
10This information is valuable in establishing links 
back to older churches. From the history of the 
Philadelphia Church, near Prattsville, we learn 
that many people making up up that oldest existing 
church in the Pine Bluff Association [1842] originated 
in this section of Alabama. 

11 Southwest Baptist Chronicle, Dec. 4, 1847. 

12]. S. Rogers, History Of Arkansas Baptists, p. 446. 
13]. S. Rogers, p. 143. 

14). S. Rogers, p. 512. 

I5Bro. Coleman later pastored in the Pine Bluff area, 
and was the first moderator of the Pine Bluff Assoc. 
16 By 1861 Bro. Alexander was a member of the Pine 
Bluff Church, and was moderator for the prelimi- 
nary meeting of the Pine Bluff Assoc. 


Cain, Joy Cain, Phillip Bailey, and Sandy 
Baughman. 

Pastors of the church have included: Ken- 
neth D. Prince, J. D. Wallace, Orville Berry, Leroy 
Hill, Gary Welch, and Curtis Abernathy. 

The church is located at 136 Standpipe 
Road. Four new classrooms and a fellowship hall 
were completed in the summer of 1993. 


17 This is all we have been able to find on this man. 
To the best of our knowledge, he was never listed as a 
pastor. 

18 More details will be given about Philadelphia in 
the section devoted to the Pine Bluff Association. 
19These churches are listed as being from Saline Co., 
because Grant Co. was not created until 1869. 

20This church was organized June, 1848 by Miles M. 
Wallace, who also organized Shiloh in 1848, and 
was in the Saline Assoc. in 1851. M. M. Corker was 
eae of the 29-member church. 

1 Union Church was organized in 1830 at the home of 
Elder Jesse Bland, with eight members. He was as- 
sisted in the organization by Eld. Silas Dodd. A log 
church house was built in 1835. Eld. Samuel Hender- 
son was pastor of the church from 1835-1840 and Eld. 
Aaron Bolt was pastor from 1840 to 1845. 
22This Salem in Saline Co. was the same Salem that 
was in the LR Assoc. in 1824-1825. The church was 
actually located on the Alum Fork of the Saline 
River in what was then Clark Co. but now Saline Co. 
According to Rogers (p. 117), this church was also or- 
ganized in 1822, but "Kentucky seems to be a shade 
older than Salem."This church first represented in 
the Association in 1839 and continued through the 
1921 session. The post office address was sometimes 
Owensville, and also Blocker. The post office was 
closed in 1930; however, a cemetery is still located 
there. This church first hosted the Association in 
1872 and then in 1889. 

23 Central Arkansas, p. 318. 

2A Saline Assoc. Minute, 1896, p- 9; 1909, pp. 15-16, in- 
cluding a picture, p. 5. 

25 Reprinted in The Saline, Vol. 2, No. 3, Sep., 1987, 
pp. 114-116. His picture was included in the 1909 
Saline Association Minute, p. 17. 

26The actual location has been determined as 
being north of Owensville, 1.5 miles west on the 
Sulphur Springs Road. This church was a mem- 
ber of the Little Rock Assoc. in 1824. The Assoc. 
met with Salem Church in 1825. Messengers 
were Charles Brandon, George Stroope, and Silas 
Dodd. Brandon and Dodd were preachers. 

27 Oaklawn Church was organized in 1872 as Corinth 
Church. Stephen Rowe was the first pastor. The 
church reported 9 members. 
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28This was the same church that had been a charter 
member of the Association. 
29This church was officially known as Brownsville, 
and was a member of the Saline Assoc. and host for 
the 1848 meeting, which was also the meeting at 
which the State Convention was organized. An A. 
Daniel was listed as a messenger of the church in 
1848. 
30Tn his earlier article, Pastor Dillard had written, 
"In August, 1876, Spring Creek voted to change asso- 
ciational affiliations to the Pine Bluff Association, 
which had been organized in 1861, which by 1871 
had grown to 21 members. No reason was given for 
the church moving to the Pine Bluff Association. 
Pastor Dillard continued the report, "In Sep., 
1878, the church changed its name from Spring Creek 
to First, since it was the first Baptist church in Ben- 
ton. For the next 35 years, the church prospered in 
the location of the present First Baptist Church in 
Benton. Also, the church continued to represent in the 
Pine Bluff Missionary Baptist Association up to and 
including the annual meeting in 1914." 


31 This is the first mention of W. A. Clark. He lived 
at Hot Springs for about three years, and then later 
returned to the Sulphur Springs area in 1915. He 
again served as Moderator. A complete biographical 
sketch of Dr. Clark may be found in "Early Leaders in 
the State Association." 

°2This church was a charter member of the Assoc. in 
1836. During the 1850-1885 period, the church partic- 
ipated little in the Association. After this petition 
for re-admission, the church was more regular in as- 
sociational participation until 1921. In 1923 the 
church represented under the name Mt. View, then 
associated in the Central Assoc. (SBC) until 1955. 
The church now fellowships in the Central Associa- 
tion (ABA). 

3 This Mt. Harmony was listed as being in Garland 
Co., therefore, is a different church to the previous 
Mt. Harmony, which had joined the Pine Bluff 
Assoc. 

4Eld. Lindsey died in September, 1866. 

%5]t should be noted the issue of the paid "corre- 
sponding secretary" had been an "on" and "off" situa- 
tion since the early 1880's. This was the "issue" that 
led to the division at the 1901 meeting of the State 
Convention. 

36]. S. Rogers, p. 476. 

37 This brother was from Reyburn Creek Church. He 
was always listed as A. Tucker. 

38E. Glenn Hinson, A History of Baptists in 
Arkansas, p. 50. 

SIE. Glenn Hinson, p- 181. 


40 This information was taken from the 150th An- 
niversary article, written by pastor W. A. Dillard. 
4] Reprinted in The Saline, Vol. 2, No. 3, Septem- 
ber, 1987, pp. 114-116. 

42 Russell P. Baker, The Saline, Vol. 4, No. 3, Sep., 
1989, p. 115. 

43 The Saline, Vol. 2, June, 1987, pp. 74-81. 

44 The Saline, Vol. 2, June, 1987, pp. 74-81. 

45 ~w., Carl Brown was clerk of the Saline Assoc. from 
1942 until 1951. This statement prefaced a detailed 
table indicating the year of meeting, church and 
county, moderator, clerk, number of churches repre- 
sented, total by baptism and total membership. This 
was printed in the 1951 Minute, Saline Missionary 
Baptist Assoc. 

46. Glenn Hinson, p. 21. 

47 Russell P. Baker, The Saline, Vol. 2, No. 4, Dec., 
1987, pp. 14-15. 

48 Saline Co. Marriage Records, Book "A", p. 29. 

49 Zella Bobo Crosby, Montgomery Co., Our Her- 
itage, p. 394. 

50 Montgomery Co., Our Heritage, p. 258 

5] Personal letter from Mrs. Edmonia L. Barnett, 
Smithfield, TX, to Mrs. Frances House Greiss, 
Malvern, AR, February, 1981. 


Rocky Bayou Baptist Association 


It must be noted that two different ac- 
counts of the origin of this Association have 
been reported. After careful consideration of 
both reports, the most compelling evidence sup- 
ports the position that the Rocky Bayou Associa- 
tion originated after the Spring River Associa- 
tion disbanded in 1840. 

In 1835 Rocky Bayou Church petitioned 
the Spring River Association for membership by 
letter and messenger. The church was also repre- 
sented in the 1839 meeting by messengers. Also, 
the two oldest minutes available are of the 1853 
session at New Hope Church in Lawrence County, 
which was listed as the 13th Session of the 
Rocky Bayou Association, and the 1855 session 
at Pilgrim's Rest Church which was listed as the 
15th Session. Even the minute of the 1890 ses- 
sion refers to that as the "Forty-ninth Annual 
Session." 

Other evidence includes the written re- 
port of P. S. G. Watson, who was a school teacher 
and pastor during that period. He was also clerk 
of the Rocky Bayou Association in 1853. Wat- 


son's report was first published in 1881.1 Asa 
school teacher (and later intending to write a 
history), it appears he kept a journal or diary 
and recorded specifics. Elder Watson, with ten 
other Baptists from Kentucky came to Arkansas 
in 1843, arriving on November 30. They settled 
on Reed's Creek, where the post office was kept by 
Deacon G. W. Wilkerson, the uncle of his wife. 
Watson's report reads, in part, as follows: 

"On Monday, the 11th of December, 1843, 
I began my school for 6 months... Having my 
school under way, I began to look around upon 
the religious condition of the surrounding coun- 
try, I found myself within the former bounds of 
the dissolved Spring River Baptist Association, 
and in the midst of churches belonging to the 
White River and to the Rocky Bayou Baptist As- 
sociations. The house in which I taught school 


belonged to the Reed's Creek Baptist Church, 2 
which belonged to the White River. Eld. John 
Woodrome was a member of this church... 

"Eld David Orr was the first Baptist mis- 
sionary in the State...Elder Orr belonged to the 
Harmony Baptist Church on Steep-Bank Creek, 
in Lawrence County, about 6 miles eastward of 
the Reed's Creek Church, and this belonged to the 
Rocky Bayou Baptist Association, of which Eld. 
W. B. Karr was the Moderator. These two Associ- 
ations sprang out of the ashes of the Spring River 
Association. Lack of harmony caused the disso- 
lution of the Spring River; and, as was to be ex- 
pected, the White River and Rocky Bayou had no 
fellowship for each other! No correspondence for 
some years,..." Evidence indicates the problem 
was caused by the anti-missionary movement. 


"When the division occurred David Orr 
went with the Rocky Bayou Association and 
George Gill and Rehoboth Church went with the 
White River Association. 

Concerning P.S.G. Watson, J. S. Rogers 
(p. 321) wrote: "Watson was a strong man, good 
preacher and leader, school teacher and became 
editor of the first Baptist paper in the state in 
1858 in Little Rock. He labored for years in the 
Batesville country, was pastor at Batesville and 
other places, organized many churches, etc. It 
does not seem that Watson could have been mis- 
taken about the time of the organization of 
Rocky Bayou Association." 

In 1901 a Historical Sketch of the Rocky 
Bayou Association was prepared by William M. 
Duren, W. K. Estes, J. C. Miller and J. P. Lovelace. 
Their version was previously expressed in a bio- 
graphical sketch of the life of James Wren in 
1895 [that account is given below]. Some later 
additions were made by Eld. F. B. Williams and 
Eld. J. L. Brown. This history covers one hun- 
dred years of progress of the Association. Later 
historical reports were made through 1960. That 
report stated: 

The Rocky Bayou Church, now the church 
at Lunenburg, was the first church in Izard 
County and was organized with eight members 
in 1832 by David Orr, Benjamin Hawkins, 
George Gill and Thomas Mercer, and that the as- 
sociation was constituted the next year with 
Rocky Bayou Church, Mt. Pisgah, Reeds Creek, 
Rehoboth, Bold Springs and two other churches 
going into the organization. This history says 
David Orr preached the Introductory Sermon 
and that Elders John Wolf and John B. Graham 
were other ordained ministers present. This his- 
tory states the Rocky Bayou Association covered 
what was or became Izard, Fulton, Randolph, 
Lawrence, Independence, Sharp and Stone Coun- 
ties and up until 1848 about that much territory 
in Missouri. In 1849 the Missouri territory or- 
ganized its own association. 

Their account acknowledged the discrep- 
ancy in dates: "The facts show that the associa- 
tion is eight years older than the numbering on 


the minutes indicates.Y This may have been 
caused by the association failing to hold meet- 
ings several years in time of the Civil War and in 
its first years of existence." 

However, the account given by P. S. G. 
Watson, who personally knew these circum- 
stances as a contemporary, appears to bear more 
authenticity. Both the 1895 and the 1901 ac- 
counts are given in this chapter. After stating the 
facts of the organization, which had been 
recorded in other articles, but not necessarily as 
the organization of the Rocky Bayou Associa- 
tion, little is reported for the decade from 1840- 
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1850. The fact that Eld. Henry McElmurry was 
moderator during the 1847-1849 sessions was 
given, but not the places of meeting. Also they 
failed to mention Eld. W. B. Karr who had served 
as Moderator for five years, before leaving Izard 
county in 1846 to go to Missouri. Also, the Rocky 
Bayou Church was listed as being a member of 
the Spring River Association in 1836 and 1839. 

When David Orr assisted Rocky Bayou 
Association in 1840 he was not then employed 
by the Home Mission Society of New York. He 
had been one of the ten missionaries employed 
at different times by this Society to work in 
North Arkansas from 1832 (when it was orga- 
nized) to 1839. The names of these ten mission- 
aries should be preserved in our Arkansas Bap- 
tist History. Besides Orr, they were: Elders 
William Kellett, William B. Karr, Benjamin 
Clark, John B. Graham, John Woodrome, G. W. 
Baines, William Settle, Thomas Mercer and 
Benjamin Hawkins. Elder George Gill labored in 
these days too and he was missionary. His life 
and communications prove it. As previously 
mentioned, Elder W. B. Karr served as moderator 
of Rocky Bayou Association for five years before 
leaving Izard county in 1846. 

Within the report of the Spring River As- 
sociation, reference was made to the Salem As- 
sociation. According to Rogers (p. 321-322), 
about 1847 Rehoboth Church and Rock Springs, 
George Gill leading, took letters from White 
River Association and with New Hope Church 
and Providence formed Salem Association. 


Perhaps the oldest written history pub- 
lished in the Associational Minutes was con- 
tained in a historical sketch on the life of James 
Wren, as published in the 1895 Minute, pp. 12-16. 
That report stated: 

"James Wren was born in Lincoln 
County, North Carolina, April 4, 1792 and died 
in Izard County, Arkansas, April 28, 1890. 

"Coming into being under the first Presi- 
dential term of George Washington, and depart- 
ing this life during the administration of Ben- 
jamin Harrison, his life covered ... one of the 
most remarkable periods in the world's history. 

"About the age of maturity he left his na- 
tive soil and boyhood scenes for Alabama; from 
there to Tennessee; thence to Warren County, Ky. 
...he married in Warren County Miss Elizabeth 
Hightower. She was born July 27, 1794. They 
commenced married life near Bowling Green, in 
Warren County, Ky., tilling the soil. 

"In November, 1830, Joshua and William 
Hightower, with their families and Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Wren (their sister), with her seven children, 
left Warren County, Ky., in wagons for Izard 
County, Ark. Mr. Wren remained until he could 
dispose of his tobacco crop. The progress of this 
little emigrant train was necessarily slow. There 
were few settlements, and public roads were un- 
known west of the Mississippi. By perseverance 


and energy they reached Rocky Bayou on the 
24th of December and camped that Christmas 
eve night on a farm now owned by R. L. Landers. 
On this place Mrs. Wren waited for Mr. Wren, 
who came by water to Chickasaw Bluff, now 
Memphis, and walked through the lonely 
swamps and cane brakes alone, camping out 
nights, with no protection save his pocket-knife. 

"He reached his family early in 1831 and 
made a crop on that place. The next two seasons 
he spent on White River. Chills and fever, the ac- 
climating pest of newcomers, so affected his 
family that he returned to Rocky Bayou in the 
fall of 1833 and bought an improved farm from 
the late Andrew Walker, where Lunenburg now 
is. Here his family soon regained health, and by 
industry and economy the necessities and com- 
forts of life were soon abundant on this place. 
His worth as a citizen and as a Christian gentle- 
man became widely known. 

"He and his wife were members of the 
Baptist Church in Kentucky, and brought their 
church letters to Izard County with them. On his 
arrival he found there was no Baptist church 
near. After his return to Rocky Bayou and his 
family regained health, he felt that he was per- 
manently settled. His first work was to gather 
the few scattered settlers and build a house for 
the Lord. The patriarchs of old were commanded 
to built their altars in the wilderness with un- 
hewn stone. This they built with the next most 
durable material--unhewn cedar logs; not the 
cedar of Lebanon described minutely by the 
prophets of old, but the cedar of Rocky Bayou. 

"While building he was inquiring for Bap- 
tist elders to organize them into a Church. Mail 
facilities had not reached here and he went in 
person to see them. After much travel, he secured 
four elders, widely separated; who met at the ap- 
pointed time--David Orr, Benjamin Hawkins, 
George Gill, and Elder Mercer. These four met 
with the few scattered settlers in the autumn of 
1834 in the cedar house on the west bank of 
Rocky Bayou, just below Lunenburg. 

"After preaching and explaining the ob- 
ject of the meeting, they organized the Rocky 
Bayou Baptist Church with eight members, 
James Wren and Elizabeth Wren, his wife, being 
two. They dedicated this humble house, without 
paint or belfry, to the Lord. 

"This was the first Baptist Church ever 
organized in Izard County, and perhaps in this 
part of the State. From this the grand old Rocky 
Bayou Association, with its many prosperous 
churches, had its origin and name. Before this 
meeting closed arrangements were made to form 
an Association, which was to meet later in that 
year with the newly organized Rocky Bayou 
Church, and James Wren was appointed delegate 
to represent this new church, and doubtless gave 
it the name it has so long and prosperously held. 

"In 1850 he sold his farm on Rocky Bayou 
to the late Colonel Jesse Hinkle and settled on 
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one of the branches of Caney,.. The neighbor- 
hood was fast settling and the Church accommo- 
dation insufficient and the distance too far for 
the aged. A suitable sight (sic.) was selected mid- 
way between Rocky Bayou and Antioch, on the 
land of Andrew Walker, who donated it, and a 
large hewed log house was built. 

"On Saturday, 19th of April, 1851, Eld. 
Henry McMurry (should be McElmurry), J. 
Hollingsworth, William Raney and James E. 
Duren met by agreement. Henry McMurry was 
made Moderator and Alfred C. Billingsly Clerk, 
and organized the Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church on Caney with fourteen members (most 
of them aged) from Rocky Bayou and Antioch. 
Mr. Wren and wife regretted to move their mem- 
bership from their first love that they had nur- 
tured so long, but age and convenience made it 
necessary. Their membership remained with the 
Mount Pleasant Church until transferred to the 
Church Triumphant. 

"At this first meeting Rev. Henry Mc- 
Murry was elected preacher for the ensuing year, 
and James Wren Clerk. James Wren was ap- 
pointed on the committee to formulate rules of 
government for the Church and also delegate to 
the next Rocky Bayou Association to have the 
new Church admitted into the Association." 

Much of the same information was con- 
firmed by an article on the church written by Dr. 
W. A. Clark and printed in the Arkansas Baptist, 
Mar. 17, 1897. Dr. Clark stated the church was 
organized in the autumn of 1834. The charter 
members were James and Elizabeth Wren, 
William and Martha Hightower, and four others. 
He stated these people had come to Arkansas in 
1830. 

The presbytery was made up of Eld. David 
Orr, who also served as the first pastor, and 
Elders Mercer, Benjamin Hawkins and George 
Gill. Early pastors were John W. Miller, J. E. 
Duren, Wm. Cornett, James Morris, T. W. Wright, 
J. L. Brown, and H. F. Vermillion. J. P. Lovelace 
was pastor in 1897 and the church had about 40 
members. 


Records of Earliest Meetings 

In 1847 the territory of the association 
covered what is now Izard, Fulton, Randolph, 
Lawrence, Independence, Sharp and Stone coun- 
ties, with about an equal amount of territory in 
the State of Missouri. 

Elder Henry McElmurry was moderator 
in 1847 and 1848. In 1848 the association di- 
vided by mutual consent--the territory being 
larger than was convenient. That part lying in 
Missouri organized State Line Association in 
1849. We do not know where the Association met 
from 1847-1848. 

The messengers met at Antioch Church 
in 1849 and re-organized the Rocky Bayou Asso- 
ciation. Elder Henry McElmurry, Moderator. J. 
C. Brickey, James Estes and T. N. Estes were 


some of the messengers. James E. Duren ap- 
peared in the record for the first time in 1849. 


J. S. Rogers also gave some information 
about the 1850 meeting at Antioch Church. He 
stated, "In August, 1850, this association met at 
Antioch Church about 25 miles northwest of 
Batesville in Izard County. Elder Henry McEI- 


murry was a member and pastor of Antioch.4 
Elders Ambrose W. Elledge and James M. Cox 
came from Phillips County to this meeting, a 
distance of 160 or 170 miles. They brought peti- 
tionary letters from New Hope and Liberty 
Churches to Rocky Bayou Association and were 
received. These two churches were about two 
years old and the only churches in Phillips 


County at that time.> Elledge was pastor of both 
churches... 

The eleven churches had 270 members 
and 30 baptisms in 1850. The Rocky Bayou Asso- 
ciation met and grew year by year. 

1853 


The 13th Session of the Association met 


with New Hope Church®, Lawrence County, Sep. 
15-16. Eld. P.S.G. Watson served as moderator 
pro-temp and Eld. G. W. Kennard as clerk pro- 
temp. The churches represented at that meeting 
were: 

Evergreen, Wild Haws, Izard Co.; W. M. 
Lawrence clerk, delegates James Lawrence, 
George Shead, and William Lawrence, 16 mem- 
bers 

Macedonia, Franklin, Fulton Co., A. C. 
Billingsly clerk, unrepresented (had 17 members 
in 1852) 

Batesville, Batesville, Independence Co., 
J. C. Brickey clerk, delegates Elders G. W. Ken- 
nard, P. S. G. Watson, and brethren Martin Cu- 
son, and R. W. Brickey, 42 members 


Providence, dissolved / 

New Hope, Powhattan, Lawrence Co., W. 
C. Howard clerk, delegates A. J. Merrell, D. S. 
Hill, Drury W. Moore, and W. G. Howard, 47 
members 

Mt. Pleasant, Wild Haws, Izard Co., 
James Wren clerk, delegates, John Taylor, Jos. 
King, and James Wren, 16 members 

Antioch, Wild Haws, Izard Co., Samuel 
Jones clerk, delegates Elders J. W. Miller, J. E. 
Duren, and Brethren D. McElmurry and Andrew 
McElmurry, 89 members 


Eld. John W. Miller was elected modera- 
tor and P. S. G. Watson was elected clerk. Elder 
Miller was elected to preach the introductory 
message at the next meeting with Watson as the 
alternate. The 1854 meeting was scheduled for 
Antioch Church, Izard County, for September, 
1854. 

The Association voted to continue corre- 
spondence with the White River Association and 
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the Black River Association in Missouri.® 
Brethren R. W. Brickey and Joseph Thomas were 
appointed to represent the association in the 


White River Arkansas Baptist Convention? at 
Antioch Church in Izard County, in November, 
1853. 

The following resolution was passed: 
"Resolved that this association be known here- 
after as the Rocky Bayou Association, only as we 
consider baptist of itself to include united bap- 
tist, regular baptist, and missionary baptist." 
(sic.) No clue was given as to the reason for the 
resolution. 

A resolution was also passed requesting 
the editor of the Tennessee Baptist (Dr. J. R. 
Graves) to circulate the following announcement 
from Eld. P.S.G. Watson, "I am engaged in col- 
lecting and arranging materials to form a His- 
tory of our churches, Associations, Conventions 
in this State, beginning with the earliest date of 
our operations, and continuing to the present." 

It was noted that on the Sabbath Elders 
Miller, Kennard and Watson preached to a very 
large and attentive congregation. The meeting 
was protracted a week, and seven were baptized. 

The Report on Obituaries included a short 
sketch on Elder Henry McElmurry. 

The following list of ordained ministers, 
counties and post offices was included in the 
1853 Minute: 

J. W. Miller, Izard, Wild Haws 

James Duren, Izard, Wild Haws 

William Raney, Izard, Wild Haws 

C. G. Borah, Lawrence, Smithville 

A. J. Merrell, Lawrence, Smithville 

J. Hutcherson, Lawrence, Jackson 

G. W. Kennard, Independence, Batesville 
P.S.G. Watson, Phillips, Helena 


1855 
The 15th Session of the Association met 
with Pilgrim's Rest Church, Independence Co., 
September 14-15, 1855. 
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The Introductory Message was brought by 
Eld. G. W. Kennard from Jude 3. Ministers pre- 
sent were: C. G. Borah, J. W. Miller, G. W. Ken- 
nard, John Goad, Micijah Arnold, James E. 
Duren, G. W. Campbell and Arnold. 

Eld. John W. Miller was elected Modera- 
tor and James W. Butler was elected Clerk. 

The Committee on Arrangements was 
Elders G. W. Kennard, C. G. Borah, James W. 
Duren, and Brethren J. C. Brickey and J. H. Old- 
ham. 

The Committee on Preaching was 
Brethren Willis Hankins, Lewis Robertson, and 
William Gray. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
proved to the following Associations: White 
River, Black River, Concord, Independence, 
Union, and Mt. Vernon. 

The Association by a vote selected Elders 


John Goad, 19 Mordecai Halliburton and C. G. 


Borah! ! to preach on the Sabbath. 

It was recommended to the churches "to 
procure the following books and periodicals: 
Orchards History, Graves' Iron Wheel, Jeter's Ex- 
posure of Campbellism, Southern Baptist Re- 
view, and the Tennessee Baptist." 

Eld. C. G. Borah was appointed to preach 
the next annual sermon with Eld. James E. 
Duren as alternate. 

The next session was scheduled for Rocky 
Bayou Church, Izard County, September, 1856. 

A rather lengthy doctrinal statement was 
printed in this minute. Under the heading, "God's 
Purpose of Grace," the following was stated, "that 
election is the grace in the purpose of God, ac- 
cording to which He regenerates, sanctifies, and 
saves sinners, that being perfectly consistent 
with the free agency of men, it comprehends all 
the means in connection with the most glorious 
display of God's sovereign goodness...that it is 
ascertained by its effects in all who believe in the 


Gospel..."!2 


Table of Statistics for 1855 


Church and Co. 
Evergreen, Izard 


Delegates Names 
Geo. Shed, William Law- 


rence and Jacob Byler 

G. W. Kennard, J. C. Brickey, 
J. W. Butler, Joseph Collard 
Albert Stroud, Wm. Gray and 
John Taylor 

C. G. Borah, Wm. G. Howard, 
J. H. Oldham, Wm. E. Moore 
J. W. Miller, James E. Duren, 
D.McElmurry, A. McElmurry 
G. W. Campbell, W. Hawkins, 
Moses Barnes, D. Canaday 

J. Hinkle, E. D. Hays, M. 
Arnold, R. D. Walker 


Batesville, Inde- 
pendence 
Mt. Pleasant, Izard 


New Hope, 
Lawrence 
Antioch, Izard 


Pilgrim's Rest, 
Independence 
Rocky Bayou, Izard 


mbrs Min. in charge Post Office 
23 Jas. E. Duren Mill Creek 
35 G. W. Kennard Batesville 
Zi John W. Miller Wild Haws 
65 C. G. Borah Smithville 
74 John W. Miller Wild Haws 
47 G. W. Kennard Batesville 
42 John W. Miller Rocky Bayou 
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16 James E. Duren 


Macedonia J. Simpson, N. Billingsly, 


W. Falkner, S. Billingsly 


87 
Wild Haws 


The totals indicated 32 baptized and 33 by letter for a membership of 329. 


In 1857 the Association met with Mace- 
donia Church. G. W. Kennard, Moderator and S. 
W. Cochran, Clerk. Nine churches represented, 
24 baptisms, 461 members. 

The 1858 meeting was held with New 
Hope Church in Lawrence County. [another 
source reversed the places of the 1857 and 1858 
meetings] The introductory sermon was 
preached by Eld. John W. Miller. G. W. Kennard, 
Moderator. C. W. Wright, Clerk. Nine churches 
represented, 57 baptisms, 542 members. Elds. J. 
W. Miller and G. W. Kennard were missionaries 
that year. 

The 7/1865" meeting was) held at 
Smithville,!3 John W. Miller Moderator and J. 
E. Duren Clerk. There being no funds to print the 
Minutes, the Clerk wrote a copy for each church. 

In 1866 met with Macedonia Church in 
Fulton County, 13 churches represented 99 bap- 
tisms, 770 members. The obituary of G. W. Ken- 
nard appears in the Minutes of 1866. 


P. S. G. Watson!4 wrote concerning Eld. 


Kennard: "Eld. G. W. Kennard succeeded me in the 
pastorship in Batesville [1852]. He came from 
southern Alabama, where he had been a mer- 
chant till past the meridian of life. He was a 
warm-hearted and devoted minister...Bro. Ken- 
nard lived only a few years in the State, but died 
in the harness." 


In 1867 met with Cedar Grove Church 
[now Jamestown], J. W. Miller, Moderator, J. E. 
Duren, Clerk. 18 churches represented, 163 bap- 
tisms, 980 members. 

In 1868 met with Rehoboth Church, Inde- 
pendence County. J. W. Miller, Moderator and A. 
J. Causler, Clerk. 20 churches, 180 baptisms, 
1,184 members. 

In 1869 met with Evergreen Church [now 
Melbourne]. J. E. Duren, Moderator and R. D. 
Causey, Clerk. 20 churches, 115 baptisms. 

In 1870 met with Flat Woods Church. !5 J. 
E. Duren, Moderator and M. W. R. Wood, Clerk. 
20 churches, 59 baptisms, 1,007 members. 

In 1871 met with Antioch Church, 
Samuel Gunn, Moderator and M. R. W. Wood, 
Clerk. 21 churches, 63 baptisms, 913 members. 

In 1872 met with Blue Mountain Church, 
Stone County. 16 w. M. Duren, Clerk and Samuel 
Gunn, Moderator. 21 churches, 175 baptisms, 
1,135 members. 

In 1876 met with Rocky Bayou Church, 
Izard County. Samuel Gunn, Moderator and and 
Leander Jennings, Clerk. 17 churches, 54 bap- 
tisms, 741 members. 


The 1877 meeting was at Strawberry, 
with J. E. Duren as Moderator and David T. Mar- 
tin as Clerk. 

In 1878 met with Zion Hill Church in 
Izard County, Elder Samuel Gunn, Moderator 
and David T. Martin clerk. Table Rock and 
Fairview churches joined the association. At 
this meeting, this association united with Blue 
Mountain Association in employing W. L. Cor- 
nett as missionary for the two bodies, each pay- 
ing him $200. The obituary of M. Haliburton ap- 
peared in this Minute. 20 churches, 680 mem- 
bers, 39 baptized and 80 additions. 

In 1879 met with Cedar Grove Church, 
Samuel Gunn, Moderator. 

In 1880 met with Mt. Nebo No. 2 Church, 
Izard County. Samuel Gunn, Moderator, and D. 
T. Martin, Clerk. 22 churches, 38 baptisms, 725 
members. 

In 1881 met with Mt. Nebo No. 1 Church. 
J. J. Vest, Moderator and D. T. Martin, Clerk. 22 
churches, 65 baptisms, 789 members. At this 
meeting a resolution was offered by G. M. 
Maxwell that this Association represent in the 
State Convention. The resolution was passed 
and the Association appointed J. J. Martin and 
G. M. Maxwell as Messengers. 

In 1882 met with Mt. Zion Church, Inde- 
pendence County, Samuel Gunn, Moderator and 
W. K. Estes, Clerk. 

In 1883 met with Mt. Pleasant Church. W. 
M. Duren, Moderator and W. K. Estes, Clerk. 23 
churches, 97 baptisms, 989 members. J. E. Duren 
offered a resolution to have a fifth Sunday Meet- 
ing in March, 1885. 

1884 

The 1884 meeting was at Melbourne, with 
W. M. Duren as Moderator and W. K. Estes as 
Clerk: 

Arrangements were made for a Ministers 
and Members meeting to be held with Philadel- 
phia Church, March 1885. The topics to be dis- 
cussed and preachers to lead in the discussion 
should give some indication of topics of interest 
and the leaders within the association. These in- 
cluded: 

Relation of Sabbath-schools to the 
church, and the relation of the church to Sab- 
bath-schools, J. W. C. Gardnier; Does the Bible 
sustain the doctrine of experimental Christian- 
ity? Eld. J. E. Duren; Duty of church members to 
their pastor, Leander Jennings and Jesse Hinkle; 
Duty of pastor to Church, Eld. J. J. Vest; Bible 
doctrine of missions, Eld. W. H. Vest; Duty of 
deacons, T. N. Estes and T. P. Cypert; Origin, na- 
ture and evils of infant baptism, M. Shelby Ken- 
nard and Eld. A. T. Whaley; Christian Union, 
Eld. J. W. Miller; Security of a believer, Eld. 
Samuel Green and W. M. Duren; Operation of the 
Holy Spirit, Eld. J. H. Soden; Faith, Eld. D. D. 
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Williams; Repentance, Eld. J. R. Beaver; The 
Atonement, Elders J. W. Twilley and T. W. Wright 
1885 

The 1885 meeting was with Pilgrim's Rest 
Church on October 10. Elder A. J. Whaley was 
moderator and S. C. Cooper clerk. The associa- 
tion had 25 churches with 995 members in it, 72 
baptisms and 144 additions. There were good 
constructive meetings for that day. There were 
plenty of preachers, earnest men, and nearly ev- 
ery church had a pastor. The association forged 
ahead. 

In 1886 met with Franklin Church, Izard 
County. J. W. Miller, Moderator and S. C. Cooper, 
Clerk. 21 churches, 34 baptisms, 708 members. 

In 1889 met with Pleasant Valley Church. 
J. L. Brown, Moderator and J. D. Payne, Clerk. 22 
churches, 70 baptisms, 1,053 members. 

In 1890 met with Jamestown Church. J. 
L. Brown, Moderator and W. M. Duren, Clerk. 25 
churches, 147 baptisms, 1,001 members. At this 
time Crooked Creek, Big Creek, Blue Mountain, 
Rocky Bayou and other Associations had pledged 
$7,500 to build Mountain Home College. The 
clerk stated, "The college was built and the 
Convention got hold of it and mortgaged it and 
lost it." 

In 1891 met with Rocky Bayou Church. J. 
A. Smith, Moderator and W. M. Duren, Clerk. 24 
churches, 148 baptisms, 1,235 members. 

In 1892 met with Bellvue Church. W. M. 
Duren, Moderator and W. K. Estes, Clerk. 24 
churches, 86 baptisms, 1,394 members. 

In 1893 met with Antioch Church. W. M. 
Duren, Moderator and W. K. Estes, Clerk. 21 
churches, 86 baptisms, 1,258 members. 

In 1894 met with Pilgrim's Rest Church. 
W. M. Duren, Moderator and W. K. Estes, Clerk. 
18 churches, 93 baptisms, 1,181 members. 

In 1895 met with Saint's Rest Church, 
Izard County. W. M. Duren, Moderator and W. K. 
Estes, Clerk. 19 churches, 100 baptisms, 1,158 
members. 

In 1896 met with Zion Hill Church. W. M. 
Duren, Moderator and W. K. Estes, Clerk. 20 
churches, 112 baptisms, 1,135 members. 

In 1897 met with Fairview Church, Izard 
County. W. M. Duren, Moderator and W. K. Estes, 
Clerk. 20 churches, 58 baptisms, 1,081 members. 

In 1898 met with Concord Church, Izard 
County. J. P. Lovelace, Moderator and W. K. 
Estes, Clerk. 21 churches, 73 baptisms, 1,123 
members. 

In 1899 met with Mt. Lebanon Church, 
Izard County. R. L. Landers, Moderator and W. K. 
Estes, Clerk. 24 churches, 89 baptisms, 1,215 
members. 

In 1900 met with Big Springs Church, 
Izard County. W. L. Smith, Moderator and W. K. 
Estes, Clerk. 22 churches, 99 baptisms, 1,115 
members. 


In 1901 met with Bellvue Church. W. L. 
Smith, Moderator and W. K. Estes, Clerk. 24 
churches, 80 baptisms, 1,139 members. 

In 1902 met with Antioch Church. 25 
churches, 86 baptisms, 1,120 members. 

1903 

The 1903 meeting was held with Mel- 
bourne Church. W. M. Duren, Moderator and W. 
K. Estes, Clerk. 26 churches, 144 baptisms, 1,386 
members. 

The 1903 report on State Missions stated: 
"Whereas, the peace committees appointed by the 
general association and convention at their last 
sessions have agreed on terms of peace and 
pledged themselves to each to do all in their pow- 
ers to effect a reconciliation and secure the adop- 
tion by both general bodies the terms of peace 
agreed upon by said committees. We therefore 
recommend the churches in this association to 
do all in their power to bring about harmony, 
peace and unity among the Baptists of the state 
of Arkansas. 

"We are glad to report that both the con- 
vention and general association have each re- 
ported good mission work done in our state, and 
as each church is independent in its mission 
work, we, your committee, recommend every 
church to contribute all they can to cultivate ev- 
ery destitute in our state through their own select 
channel of operation." 

--J. P. Lovelace, Chairman 


In 1904 the Association met with Rocky 
Bayou Church at Lunenburg. W. M. Duren, Mod- 
erator and W. K. Estes, Clerk. 26 churches, 140 
baptisms, 1,475 members. 

In 1905 met with Bellvue Church, Izard 
County. W. M. Duren, Moderator and W. K. Estes, 
Clerk. 27 churches, 134 baptisms, 1,564 mem- 
bers. 

In 1907 met with Zion Hill Church near 
Zion, Arkansas. R. T. Farthing, Moderator and 
W. K. Estes, Clerk. 28 churches, 109 baptisms, 
1,525 members. (Apparently W. K. Estes was 
clerk from 1882 until 1907) 

In 1908 met with Sidney Church. S. A. 
Marchant, Moderator and C. M. Grisham, Clerk. 
28 churches, 113 baptisms, 1,616 members. 

In 1910 met with Fairview Church. W. M. 
Duren, Moderator and R. L. Landers, Clerk. 36 
churches, 139 baptisms, 1,638 members. 

In 1911 met with Lacrosse Church. R. T. 
Farthing, Moderator and Theo. R. Wilson, Clerk. 
30 churches, 111 baptisms, 1,409 members. 

In 1916 met with Melbourne Church. J. 
M. Cooper, Moderator and W. R. Miller, Clerk. 30 
churches, 99 baptisms, 1,759 members. In this 
minute appears the obituary of W. M. Duren and 
R. L. Landers. 

The historical summary listed the fol- 
lowing "note" before the 1916 State Mission Re- 
port: "As early as 1916 the Association began to 
favor a different set-up in the state mission work 
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than the subsidizing of strong churches in the 
ri of mission work. The report speaks for it- 
self." 

[note: this report calls attention to one of 
the strong objections to the Convention plan of 
mission work. The other strong objection was 
the office of corresponding secretary and its "ex- 
travagant" expenses] 

The 1916 State Mission Report was then 
printed: "The purpose of State Missions should 
be to preach the Gospel in the destitute parts of 
the State that are not or cannot be reached by our 
local associations. 

"Helping churches to pay their pastors 
when said churches are able to pay their own 
way, and holding protracted meetings with 
strong churches that pastors may go under THE 
NAME OF MISSION WORK, but the same is a mis- 
nomer. The practice of the same has been a 
stumbling block in the way of our State Mission 
work, and should be so condemned by our 
churches and local associations until our 
churches aid in State Mission work. 

"First, by seeking to locate destitute fields 
where the State Missionary is needed. 

"Second, in calling attention of the work- 
ers to the field. 

"Third, in raising funds to help pay them 
to do the work. 


In 1917 met with Sidney Church. W. M. 
Cooper, Moderator and W. R. Miller, Clerk. 27 
churches, 130 baptisms, 1,524 members. 

In 1919 met with Antioch Church. R. T. 
Farthing, Moderator and W. R. Miller, Clerk. 29 
churches, 97 baptisms, 1,551 members. 

Met in 1920 with Antioch Church. R. T. 
Farthing, Moderator and Roy Davis, Clerk. 31 
churches, 64 baptisms, 1,636 members. 


1921 
Met in 1921 with Providence Church. F. 
B. Williams, Moderator and Roy Davis, Clerk. 20 
churches, 101 baptisms, 1,264 members. At this 
meeting a resolution was offered by Henry E. 


McElmurry!/ and J. H. Porterfield that the 
Rocky Bayou Association withdraw fellowship 
from the Convention people and its work. This 
resolution passed by two-thirds the majority. 
This Association cooperated with the Conven- 
tion from 1881 until 1921. This left the Associa- 
tion like it was when organized, free from con- 
ventionism. 

The Resolution read as follows: 

"Whereas, The Convention has put ona 
$75 millions drive for missions and whereas we 
think some of their plans are unscriptural, and 
whereas, they claim that "Landmarkism" is 
their second hardest problem and a great hin- 
drance to their cause, therefore, be it resolved 
that we, the Rocky Bayou Association, withdraw 
fellowship from the Convention people and the 
Convention work." 
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After this resolution was passed, the mi- 
nority who were supportive of the State Conven- 
tion and its causes met at the same time the fol- 
lowing year. At that meeting they declared them- 
selves the original association. Please note the 
following explanation from the 1921 Minute: 

"Following the majority adopting this 
report, a number of messengers went home. After 
one year they came back in a 'rump session’ and 
declared themselves to be the original associa- 
tion and calling themselves the Rocky Bayou As- 
sociation... 

"Previous to this action the annual ses- 
sions were disturbed by underhanded methods, 
secret letter writing, imposing dignitaries of the 
Convention putting pressure on the churches to 
select only Convention-minded messengers to 
the annual sessions. Like Barnabas and Paul, 
the so-called departure has promoted peaceable 
fellowship and the work has progressed. 


In 1922 met with Pleasant Ridge Church 
near Oxford. F. B. Williams, Moderator and Roy 
David, Clerk. 21 churches, 131 baptisms, 1,225 
members. The Minute stated: "At this same time 
the Convention folks that were turned out of this 
Association the year before met with Melbourne 
Church and called themselves the Rocky Bayou 
Association and still meet each year." 


It seems the brethren in the Rocky Bayou 
Association were appreciative of the value of 
historical and biographical material. Accord- 
ingly, they included several biographical 
sketches in their minutes. Several of these bio- 
graphical sketches are given in edited form. 


Henry McElmurry 
This sketch should begin with John 
McElmurry, Sr, who was born in 1758 and died 


about 1790. Pastor Tom McElmurry!8 stated, 
"He was probably a Virginia Baptist who mi- 
grated westward into the Kaskaskia Territory 
about 1778 to claim a U. S. Land Grant." 

John McElmurry, Jr. was born in 1779. 
Pastor Tom McElmurry commented, "probably 
on the south side of the Ohio River in what is 
now Crittendon Co., KY, where a local site, 
McElmurry Creek, was named for him. He may 
have been a charter member of what is now Old 
Salem Missionary Baptist Church, which is just 
across the Crittenden Co. line in Livingston Co., 
KY. The faithful families of the church through 
the years are listed as: Champion, Alsebrook, 
Cochran, Ramage, Robinson, McElmurry, Lock- 
hart, Farris, Dickerson, Woodyard, Slayden, 
May, and Mitchell. He had one son, Henry 
McElmurry. 

"The Old Salem MBC, organized in 1805, 
through its early history was known as the 
United Baptist Church of Old Salem. He moved 
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south into Christian Co., and then back into Liv- 


ingston Co.." 
Elder Henry McElmurry was a native of 


Christian Co.,!9kY, where he was born Decem- 
ber 27, 1797. He married Nancy Pairpoint in Liv- 
ingston Co., KY on March 7, 1815. 

Pastor Tom McElmurry reported, "He 
was, as far as I have been able to ascertain, bap- 
tized in the United Baptist Church of Old Salem, 
Livingston County, Kentucky during his teens. 
Old Salem United Baptist Church came into the 
Red River Association in 1808, and when the as- 
sociation divided for territorial convenience, 
she went into the Kentucky branch in 1813, that 
branch taking the name Little River Associa- 
tion. Some of the churches that came out of the 
Red River Association were hypercalvinistic and 
anti-missionary in their sentiments. Because of 
this there was always a contention between the 
anti-missionary and missionary-minded 
churches within the Little River Association. 
The Old Salem United Baptist Church stayed 
mission-minded throughout her history, and 
Henry's lifetime was characterized by many 
missionary endeavors. Henry was probably or- 
dained by this church in his twenties..." 

He moved to Wayne County, Missouri, in 
his early manhood. Some details of the Missouri 


period were furnished by H. F. Tong.29 In 1831 
Elder McElmurry participated in the ordination 
of Elder Jesse Wallis to the gospel ministry (p. 
167). Elder McElmurry baptized Eld. Carter T. 
Graham, who was a constituent member of Big 
Creek Church in 1835, and one of the prominent 
ministers in the area (p. 115). Eld. McElmurry 
apparently assisted in the organization, and 
continued as pastor of the church for four years, 
and then was succeeded by Elder Graham, who 
remained twenty years (p. 107). 

The Black River Association of United 
Baptists was organized in Greenville, county seat 
of Wayne Co., Missouri in November, 1835. Elder 
Henry McElmurry was chosen as Moderator of 
this Association (p. 93). In that same year he was 
pastor of the Black River and Bear Creek 
Churches. 

Bro. McElmurry came to Arkansas in 
1844 and settled near Hamm Post Office. In the 
same year, he organized Antioch Church, ac- 
cording to Pastor Tom McElmurry, "in the living 
room of his son, Andrew J. McElmurry, in the 
fall or winter of 1844, and was her first pastor." 
He remained a member of this church until his 
death, Jan. 20, 1853. He was moderator of the 
Rocky Bayou Association from 1847 through 
1849. 

He was missionary part of the time, re- 
ceiving some support from the Home Mission 
Society of New York. At the time of his marriage 
he did not know the letters of the alphabet. His 
library consisted of an old leather-bound Bible 
and Depuy's hymn book. His wife selected the 


third chapter of Matthew and from that taught 
him his letters and to begin to read. They perse- 
vered until he learned to read the Bible and 
hymn-book. 

He never knew how to write even his own 
name. He was not a doctrinal man, but possess- 
ing great physical and mental power, he suc- 
ceeded fairly well in the ministry. He had such a 
grasping mind that with no books but the Bible 
and hymn-book he could make the way of salva- 
tion plain. He was a great exhorter and singer. 
Large audiences hung upon his words and were 
moved by him as few men of his time could move 
them. He memorized hymns from his old hymn- 
book and sung them before his congregations 
with such spirit and feeling that he attracted the 
attention of all present. God always finds the 
man for the work. Among the rude brush-break- 
ers of this country few men could have done 
more good as a minister than Elder Henry 
McElmurry. 

Pastor Tom McElmurry observed, "Many 
of the written accounts say that he was ‘not a 
doctrinal man'. This does not mean that he did 
not believe the same things that true Missionary 
Baptists believe today about salvation, security 
of the believer, baptism by church authority, the 
Lord's Supper as closed, and the church as local 
and visible. It simply means he had no formal 
training in the theological aspects of the Bible 
than what he learned in the local church. Also, I 
do believe he learned to write his name when he 
learned to read out of the Gospel of Matthew." 


P. S. G. Watson, in his "Recollections of 


Arkansas,"2! wrote: 

"Eld. McElmurry had preached for sev- 
eral years in Southern Missouri, as a Mission- 
ary of the Home Mission Board in New York 
City. He had been unusually successful though he 
never learned to write even his own name. John 
C. Brickey often made out the reports for him 
while in Missouri. In addition to extensive coun- 
try labors, Elder McElmurry soon began preach- 
ing monthly in brother Brickey's school-house. 

"In 1847 I labored as a Missionary and 
preached at the Rehoboth Church on Saturday 
and Sunday and at night in brother Brickey's 
school house. After spending a few months in 
this way, Eld. McElmurry and I aided about one 
dozen Baptists in organizing themselves into the 
First Baptist Church in Batesville. This was in 
about 1847. Elder McElmurry was chosen pastor, 
John C. Brickey clerk and Martin Carson 
deacon. 

"In July, 1848...with my family I moved 
into Batesville, and taught school in my 'own 
hired House’ also. In a short time Eld. McElmur- 
ry's pastoral year expired and the church chose 
me to fill the place, which I held till the summer 
of 1852, four years, when we moved away." 

Pastor Tom McElmurry detailed some of 
the mission work that Elder Henry McElmurry 
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began in the upper White River area in 1848, "He 
was the District Missionary on a salary of 
$200.00 a year. His quarterly report in Decem- 
ber, 1850, read as follows: 'Traveled 888 miles 
(on foot and horseback); visited 70 churches; de- 
livered 25 sermons; 6 public addresses on the 
subject of Missions; and made two baptisms in 
the Antioch Church.’ He continued his mission 
work until December of 1852, when being much 
afflicted with spitting of blood, he was forced to 
end his work." 

The Obituary report in the 1853 Minute of 
the Rocky Bayou Association stated, "Elder 
Henry McElmurry entered the ministry in 
southern Missouri between 20 and 25 years ago, 
in a very destitute region of the country; and was 
honored by his Divine Master as the instrument 
in his hand in the conversion of hundreds of 
immortal souls. 

"His last illness was short; and he closed 
his eyes in peace on the 20th of January, 1853, at 
his residence, in Independence County, 
Arkansas, at the age of 55 years. But four days 
previous to his death, Nancy McElmurry, his 
faithful wife, and a laborious servant of her 
Heavenly Master, was called up to her 'Home in 
Heaven'."” 

Pastor Tom McElmurry stated that he 
was "buried in an open field across from the Old 
Hamm Schoolhouse near Zion, Arkansas. He is 
buried alongside his wife, his daughter-in-law, 
and his son, Andrew J. McElmurry." 


John W. Miller 

Elder John W. Miller was born in 
Franklin Co., TN, in 1815. He was reared in Al- 
abama and Mississippi. He was married Novem- 
ber 28, 1837 to Mary Wofford, who died in 1863. 
He married Rebecca Shell on June 10, 1864. 

Elder Miller moved to Arkansas in 1852 
and resided here until his death in 1896. He pro- 
fessed religion in 1838 and was baptized by 
Josiah Parker into the fellowship of Town Creek 
Baptist Church, Lawrence Co., AL. 

He commenced preaching in 1844 and 
was ordained to the full work of the Gospel min- 
istry on October 26, 1846 by the Cedar Creek 
Church of Franklin Co., AL. 

Bro. Miller did both pastoral and mis- 
sion work in Alabama for the Muscle Shoals As- 
sociation. He was missionary four years in Al- 
abama and twelve years in Arkansas for the 
Rocky Bayou Association...He has been pastor of 
most of the churches of Rocky Bayou and Inde- 
pendence Associations, traveling on horseback 
as far as Batesville, Mountain Home, 
Smithville, and even farther, to serve the 
churches as pastor. He baptized about 1,500 peo- 
ple, organized 30 or 40 churches and ordained 15 
deacons and 20 preachers. He was moderator of 
Rocky Bayou Association sixteen years. 

Elder Miller was a man of strong physi- 
cal power and possessed an inquiring mind. He 


On 
desired to learn and spent much time in reading. 
He was a farmer, and being a good financier lived 
in comfort on the meager support he received 
from his ministry, but knew little of the luxuries 
of life. His success was due largely to his great at- 
tachment to his work. He loved to preach and 
was a doctrinal man, but sometimes became 
powerful in exhortation. He had great faith in 
the doctrine he preached... When he first began to 
decline in preaching power he seemed unwilling 
to give up that work which had been so dear to 
him, but finally became submissive and loved to 
talk about the work he had done and the reward 
in heaven. 

He died on September 17, 1896 and was 
buried in the cemetery of Zion Hill Church, of 
which he was a useful and honored member. 


James E. Duren 

James E. Duren was born in Wayne Co., 
TN in 1821. His parents both died when he was 
small and he was taken care of by his grand- 
mother until he was fourteen, when he began to 
shift for himself. He moved to Dyer Co., TN in 
1842 and to Arkansas in 1845. 

He married Lucinda McElmurry in 1848 
and moved to his farm near Zion in 1850, where 
he resided until his death in 1894. 

He professed religion in early life and 
joined a Baptist Church in. Tennessee, He 
preached his first sermon in 1845 in Gibson Co., 
TN, and was ordained to the full work of the 
Gospel ministry in 1852 by the Antioch Church 
in Izard Co., AR. His last sermon was preached at 
Melbourne, about one month before his death. 

Nearly 52 years of his life were spent in 
the ministry. His work was mostly with the 
churches as pastor and in revival work. He trav- 
eled on horseback to Mountain Home and Union 
to serve the churches as pastor. He assisted in the 
ordination of quite a number of ministers and 
deacons and in the organization of several 
churches. He was a farmer and by his industry 
and economy enjoyed a sufficiency of the com- 
forts of life but knew nothing of its luxuries. He 
was a good pastor and loved to build up churches. 
He was a revivalists rather than a doctrinal 
man, though he preached some strong doctrinal 
sermons. It was his delight to be in a revival 
meeting and by his exhortations, earnestness 
and feeling appeals, he generally moved the feel- 
ings of the people. His greatest strength was in 
telling his own experiences, what God had done 
for his own soul. He had little confidence in 
himself, but relied solely on the promises of God. 


Statistical tables are available for 1878, 
1880, 1881, 1893, and messenger lists for 1884 
and 1894. The composite information follows: 


Antioch, La Crosse, Zion by 1893; pas- 


tors: J. C. Miller, Samuel Gunn, J. W. Mills, G. L. 
Foard, clerks: J. W. Miller, Samuel James, A. J. 
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Dobbins, messengers: J. W. Miller, A. K. Howard, 
J. K. Battles, Samuel James, M. C. Muncy, John 
Foster, W. C. Moore, J. D. Ragan, membership: 
92-77-75 

Batesville, Batesville; pastors: clerks: T. 
B. Padgett, messengers: John J. Hooper, James 
W. Holmes, W. E. Maxfield, membership: 24 

Belleview (formerly Springhill), first 
listed in 1884: pastor: W. M. Duren, clerk: D. J. 
Smith, messengers: E. B. Dowdle, Frank Com- 
stock, J. F. Cooper, D. J. Smith 

Cedar Grove [listed as Jamestown by 
1890], Jamestown; pastors: J. L. Brown, G. M. 
Maxwell, clerks: J. W. Sims, messengers: 
William B. Massey, J. F. Millikin, John Barnes, 
R. C. Sims, T. Pate, G. M. Maxwell, Z. Sheffield, 
membership: 61-63-89 

Concord, La Cross, Barren Fork by 1893; 
pastors: Samuel Gunn, W. M. Duren, clerks: B. S. 
Stroud, James H. Bone, messengers: Samuel 
Gunn, G. W. King, H. Stroud, T. P. Williams, B. S. 
Stroud, John Battles, W. J. Stroud, M. V. High- 
tower, membership: 34-40-45 

Fairview, Violet Hill; pastors: H. B. Clan- 
ton, A. J. Whaley, G. L. Foard, clerks: W. M. 
Duren, R. F. Wilson, messengers: John McEI- 
murry, W. M. Duren, James McCuistian, T. H. 
Beaver, William Boler, J. McCuistion, Jesse 
Riggs, Willis Persley, membership: 31-31-29 

Hidden Creek, Lunenburg; pastors: J. W. 
Twilley, clerks: B. C. Ginn, W. L. Turpin, messen- 
gers: William Hollen, J. W. Twilley, W. L. Turpin 
membership: 38-18 dissolved by 1881 B.C. 
Ginn, messenger in 1884 

LaCrosse, LaCrosse; pastors: B. F. Hol- 
ford, clerks: M. S. Kennard, messengers: J. A. 
Raney, A. D. Holland, Joseph Jones, H. Ramsey, 
G. S. Kennard, J. B. Toler, C. T. Mitchell, Jesse 
Cobbs, membership: 38 

Melbourne, Melbourne; pastors: J. E. 
Duren, clerks: W. K. Estes, messengers: Wm. 
Lawrence, T. N. Estes, W. B. Clem, J. T. Richard- 
son, W. K. Estes, J. T. Head, B. Nally, Jesse Hin- 
kle, T. L. Estes, R. L. Landers, membership: 39- 
34-35 

Macedonia, Franklin; pastors: Wm. Hat- 
field, clerks: J. T. Winchester, messengers: J. D. 
Ragan, J. F. Jones, J. T. Winchester, Wm. Hat- 
field, membership: 19-17 

Mt. Nebo, Franklin; pastors: H. B. Clin- 
ton, J. H. Soden, clerks: J. W. Henley, W. M. F. Er- 
win, A. R. Brantley, messengers: J. W. Henley, 
John Jones, J. W. Gist, James Jones, A. R. Brant- 
ley, W. M. F. Erwin, J. D. Ragan, membership: 27- 
35-53 

Mt. Nebo No. 2, Barren Fork; pastors: J. 
J. Vest, clerks: W. L. Bramblett, messengers: M. L. 
Reeves, C. Reeves, Wm. Pointer, W. L. Bramblett, 
S. F. Reeves, A. J. Collie, membership: 41-52 

Mt. Pleasant, LaCrosse; pastors: Samuel 
Gunn, W. M. Duren, clerks: P. L. Stroud, W. R. 


Campbell, A. D. Self, messengers: James Wren, P. 
L. Stroud, John Taylor, Alex Shell, Marion 
Walker, Jehoiada Walker, W. R. Campbell, J. 
Gray, Brownlow Taylor, membership: 38-33-33 

Mt. Zion, Wolf Bayou, Banner; pastors: J. 
L. Brown, clerks: T. J. Brown, messengers: F. M. 
Sandifer, Seburn Deloach, T. J. Brown, Wm. 
Warren, membership: 46-40-41 

Mt. Joy, Buckhorn; pastors: J. H. Foster, 
clerks: T. Murphree, membership: 37 

Newburg, Newburg; pastors: A. J. Whaley, 
H. B. Clinton, clerks: J. W. Rector, messengers: 
Noah Shied, John C. Stockard, Edmond Page, J. 
W. Rector, Wm. Stroud, membership: 22-25-28 

Philadelphia, La Crosse; pastors: A. J. 
Whaley, W. M. Duren, clerks: J. W. C. Gardner, B. 
F. Spradlin, messengers: J. R. Beaver, A. J. Wha- 
ley, A. A. Spradlin, A. N. McNair, J. W. C. Gard- 
ner, membership: 22-15-18 

Pilgrim's Rest, Batesville; pastors: A. E. 
Nixon, J. L. Martin, James Purcelley, clerks: J. 
F. Olvey, J. H. Sanders, messengers: David T. 
Martin, John H. Martin, Isaac E. Bland, J. L. 
Martin, W. S. Shaw, membership: 38-46-52 

Pleasant Valley [first listed in 1884], pas- 
tor, J. T. Hand, clerk, W. H. Whitaker, messen- 
gers: A. Marchant, J. H. Whiteaker 

Piney Bayou [first listed in 1884], mes- 
sengers: A. H. Vest, S. M. Pool 

Rocky Bayou, Lunenburg; pastors: W. L. 
Garnett, J. H. Morris, J. E. Duren, H. F. Vermil- 
lion, clerks: J. L. Smith, T. P. Cypert, J. N. Haley, 
messengers: Jesse Hinkle, T. P. Cypert, J. L. 
Smith, T. H. Banks, E. G. Landers, S. C. Cooper, 
membership: 35-34-35 

Saint's Rest, Melbourne; pastors: J. J. 
Vest, W. H. Vest, S. A. Marchant, clerks: A. H. 
Vest, J. W. Jeffrey, E. Vines, messengers: J. J. 
Vest, J. C. Richardson, W. H. Vest, Alfred Paine, 
C. C. Hager, James Benton, William Hutcheson, 
membership: 37-49-52 

Strawberry, Franklin; pastors: Samuel 
Gunn, A. J. Whaley, clerks: W. C. Tedford, J. G. 
Ferguson, E. O. Wolf, messengers: E. O. Wolf, C. L. 
Soan, Holly Prater, G. W. Ferguson, Hamlin 
Jackson, J. G. Ferguson, Tinath Reeves, William 
Hatfield, James Jackson, membership: 43-36-20 

Table Rock, City Rock; pastors: J. J. Vest, 
R. T. Farthing, clerks: W. T. Swann, W. H. H. 
Wamock, messengers: Willis Hankins, W. T. 
Swan, Willis Adams, W. B. Jones, G. W. Adrion, 
membership: 9-35-37 


Zion Hill, La Crosse; pastors: J. E. Duren, 
G. L. Foard, clerks: Leander Jennings, Wesley 
Miller, messengers: J. E. Duren, Leander Jen- 
nings, G. W. Frayshier, G. H. Hightower, George 
Felts, Abner) McElmurty, :J:°C: Duren, “AWG 
Duren, membership: 28-42-52 

A statistical table was also printed in the 
1902 minute. Because of the lapse of time, and to 
indicate those churches that remained loyal to 
the Landmark cause, the 1902 statistical table is 
given: 


Church and P. O. 
Antioch, Zion 
Bellvue, Melbourne 
Big Spring, Franklin 
Concord, Stella 
Eutopia, Sidney 
Fairview, Violet Hill 
LaCrosse, LaCrosse 
Maple Grove, Louis 
Melbourne, Melbourne 
Mt. Etna, Cushman 


Pastor 
R. T. Farthing 
John B. Gooch 
John B. Gooch 
W. M. Duren 


John B. Gooch 
W. M. Duren 
W. H. Horton 
John B. Gooch 


Mt. Lebanon-1, Gid W. H. Horton 
Mt. Lebanon-2, Ash Flat R. T. Farthing 
Mt. Pleasant, Sage W. E. Sherrill 
Oak Grove 

Philadelphia 

Pleasant Valley, Pineville L. S. Ballard 
Rocky Bayou, Lunenburg John B. Gooch 
Saint's Rest, Jumbo W. E. Sherrill 
Strawberry, Franklin R. T. Farthing 
Sidney, Sidney W. M. Duren 
Table Rock 

Unity 

Wise's Chapel, Iuka H. B. Clinton 


An interesting article concerning the 
Rocky Bayou Church written by Bro. J. L. Brown 
appeared in the Nov. 9, 1927 issue of the Baptist 
and Commoner. 

A Mrs. N. Morrow from North Little Rock 
had written to Bro. Brown stating she had in her 
possession the petitionary letter of Rocky Bayou 
Church for membership in the Rocky Bayou As- 
sociation meeting with the Antioch Church, 
September, 1854. 

Eld. John W. Miller was listed as pastor 
and E. D. Hayes as clerk. The petitionary letter 
stated they were constituted into a church in 
September with ten members. Brethren Miller 
and Duren were the presbytery. The messengers 
were Robert T. Miller, James Haley, W. B. 
Marchant and E. D. Hays. The church had re- 
ceived two by baptism, and two by letter, for a to- 
tal of fourteen members. 

Eld. J. L. Brown stated he had been pastor 
of the church for seven years and was acquainted 
with Elder John W. Miller and Eld. James E. 
Duren. He also stated that W. B. Marchant was 
still living in 1888 and was a member of the old 
church. He then gave some information about 
the organization of the church and association, 
and then closed with this statement: "My opin- 
ion is that the First Church had failed to func- 
tion as it should and that Miller and Duren got it 
started up again in 1854." 

However, that information was corrected 
by an earlier article written by W. A. Clark, 
which appeared in the March 17, 1897 Arkansas 
Baptist. Clark wrote, "In 1854 Eld. J. W. Miller 
and Eld. James E. Duren suggested a course of 
discipline which was practically a reorganiza- 
tion of the church, the object being to get rid of 
some objectionable members." 


Clerk members 
J. J. Lawson 95 
J. E. Lawrence 121 
B. A. Spradlin 24 
E. R. Felts 104 
R. A. Lassiter 48 
Hn Ca Dtiren 47 
G. W. Battles 11 
A. J. Dobbins 2A 
W. K. Estes 65 
J. W. Wilson 25 
Go Ce eley 126 
E. W. Godwin 29 
A. J. Shell 56 
J. H. Whiteaker 56 
J. N. Haley 50 
J. R. Wood TE: 
C. L. Spann 11 
C. M. Grisham 12 
J. W. Hiveley 49 


Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 
Zion 

According to the best information avail- 
able, Antioch Church was organized on Sep. 1, 
1844. Bro. Henry McElmurry came to Arkansas 
and settled on Piney Fork, near the Hamm Post 
Office. The church was organized in the home of 
Andrew J. McElmurry, who was a son of Henry 
McElmurry. 

Eld. David Orr was moderator and Eld. 
William B. Kerr was clerk. There were fourteen 
charter members. Eld. Henry McElmurry was 
the first pastor, and remained as a member until 
his death in 1853. 

The church is currently a member of the 
Spring River Association. 
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Providence Missionary Baptist Church 
Mt. Pleasant 

According to available information, 
Providence MBC was established in 1853. Prov- 
idence has moved from Old Providence on the 
Independence-Sharp Co. line to Mt. Pleasant. 
The church has built a new building. 

The Rocky Bayou Assoc. met at Provi- 
dence in 1921. 

The pastor was R.T. Farthing, and the 
clerk was J.A. Garrison, Rt. 1, Box 33, Cushman. 
The church reported 50 members. 


lipacee. Watson, The Arkansas Evangel, May 11, 
1881. 


2This church later became known as Bold Springs. 
More information is given about the church in the 
chapter on the Spring River Association. 


3 This discrepancy is based on the fact these brethren 
thought the association was organized in 1832, 
rather than 1840. 


4This information was taken from the account of Eld. 
P.S.G. Watson. In fact, Elder Watson moved to the 
Helena area by 1853 and lived there before moving to 
Little Rock by 1858 to become editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist. 

See the Chapter on the Mt. Vernon Assoc. for more 
information. 


©This was the same New Hope Church that was 
later a member of the Spring River Association. The 
church was organized in 1844. More information is 
given in the chapter on the Spring River Assoc. 


7In P.S.G. Watson's account, it was stated that most 
of these people who had first accompanied him from 
Kentucky, and organized Providence Church, after 
about 1853 moved to Batesville and became a part of 
that church. 


8This Association was organized in 1835 with Eld. 
Henry McElmurry as the first moderator. 


2This State Convention was organized at Antioch 
Church on Sep. 14, 1850. This Convention was orga- 
nized because of the travel difficulties and the fact 
that most of the churches making up the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention were south of the Arkansas 
River. Eld. P.S.G. Watson was the President and Bro. 
John C. Brickey was Secretary. Although not in- 
tended as a rival for the ABSC, that feeling soon be- 
came evident. By 1857 this organization began to lose 
emphasis and was not revived after the Civil War. 


10,4 biographical sketch and more information is 
given on Elder John Goad in the chapter on the 
Stevens Creek Association. 


Ila biographical sketch and more information is 
given on Elder C. G. Borah in the chapter on the 
Spring River Association. 


12We should note that Christian County, KY, from 
which Elder Henry McElmurry came was one of the 
first areas of Kentucky to break from the Particular 
Baptist view of unconditional election, limited 
atonement, etc. Also, the Lindseys, Fletchers, and 
Davis families who made up Kentucky Church, 
Saline Co., were from the same county, as was Ben M. 
Bogard's wife. Therefore, it appears the more mod- 
erate view of the United Baptists was being ex- 
pressed in this doctrinal statement. 


13 The reorganization is the Spring River Associa- 
tion was thought to have occurred in 1868. A church 
by this same name was listed in the 1873 Minute 
with an organization date of 1866 given. But there 
was also a New Hope at Smithville, organized in 
1844, and Hopewell at Smithville organized in 1854. 
That could be the same New Hope that hosted the 
1858 meeting, as Lawrence County originally in- 
cluded several present counties. 


Pps Cc Watson, "Recollections of Arkansas", 
Arkansas Evangel, Sep. 28, 1881. 


1SThis church helped organize the Blue Mountain 
Association in 1874. The most reliable information 
dates the organization of Flat Woods church as "not 
later than 1846". A date of 1853 was given in the his- 
tory of the Association, published in 1974. 


16This church also helped organize the Blue Moun- 
tain Association. The date of organization was not 
given. The church had 116 members in 1874. 


17Deacon Henry E. McElmurry was a grandson of El- 
der Henry McElmurry. According to Pastor Tom 
McElmurry, "He was saved, and then baptized by 
Antioch MBC near Zion. He was ordained a deacon of 
the church." He was the grandfather of Pastor Tom 
McElmurry. 


18Pastor Tom McElmurry supplied valuable addi- 
tional information. 


19 Perhaps of significance is the fact that the 
churches and associations in this part of Kentucky 
were the first to break from the Particular Baptists 
views of unconditional election, limited atonement, 
etc. 


20H. F. Tong, Historical Sketches of the Baptists of 
Southeast Missouri. 


2 LPG Watson, "Recollections of Arkansas" 
Arkansas Evangel, Sep. 28, 1881. 
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Spring River Baptist Association 


The Spring River Association was origi- 
nally organized on the second Saturday in 
November, 1829. The charter churches were Rich- 
land, Spring River, New Hope, Little North Fork 
and Rehoboth. The first four churches had been 
members of the Bethel Association of Missouri. 
Please see Chapter II for available details con- 
cerning the Bethel Association and the estab- 
lishment of these churches. 

Acting upon the request of these churches 
in Arkansas Territory, the Bethel Association 
dismissed the churches and also sent representa- 
tives to help organize the new association: Elders 
J. Williams, S. Frost, J. Wilburn, M. Bailey and 
William Street. The organizational meeting was 
held with Spring River Church. Eld. David Orr 
was chosen as moderator and Eld. George Gill as 
elerk. 

The first annual meeting was with Little 
North Fork Church, Izard Co., Oct. 16-18, 1830. 
Elder George Gill, the clerk, reported in the 
Arkansas Advocate of November 17, 1830, 
",..messengers from six churches met in confer- 
ence and presented their letters which were read 
with much interest. Every countenance indicated 
joy and gratitude to hear of the blessings that God 
had so bountifully bestowed on the churches be- 
longing to the infant association. The number of 
members was found to have increased to one 
hundred and thirty-three including six (five or- 
dained and one licensed) preachers." 

Gill's report indicated plans made for 
three Union Meetings (all Baptist) between the 
annual sessions. The first meeting was to be held 
at Rehoboth Church, Independence Co., near 
Batesville on December 25. Elders David Orr, J. B. 
Graham, William Pyle and R. Kezee were to par- 
ticipate. Another meeting was to be held at White 
River Church in Washington Co., and the third at 
Spring River Church. The 1831 association meet- 
ing was to be held at Richland Church and lasted 


for three days. 1 

By 1831 the Association had grown to ten 
churches with 292 church members. During the 
1834-1835 year, seventeen converts were bap- 
tized. 

In 1835 the Association numbered ten 
churches: Spring River, New Hope, Richland, Re- 
hoboth, Little North Fork, Middle Fork, White 
River, Strawberry, and two or three others not 
identified. Nine of these churches had been con- 
stituted by the missionary work of David Orr. 
The four pastors working within the Association 
were: David Orr, John B. Graham, George Gill and 


W. M. Karr.4 

In a June, 1835 report made to the Ameri- 
can Baptist, George Gill wrote, "We were organized 
as an association in the year 1829...which con- 
sisted...of five churches located in Lawrence, 


Independence and Izard Counties...Though we are 
few in number, and have only four or five preach- 
ers, the Lord has hitherto blessed us with a grad- 
ual increase; and peace and union have been en- 
joyed by our churches." 

According to the Triennial Baptist Regis- 
ter for 1836, the following churches were mem- 
bers of the Spring River Association: Spring 
River, New Hope, Richland, Little Northfork, Re- 
hoboth, Strawberry, White River, Saline, Liberty, 
and Rocky Bayou. 

The Rehoboth Church was located five 
miles east of Batesville in the Moorefield Com- 
munity. Eld. P. S. G. Watson gave an account of 
meeting Eld. J.H.R.G. Gardner, who was pastor of 
the church in 1843. Watson stated that in 1847 
Rehoboth and Rock Spring Churches took letters 
from the White River Association and united 
with the New Hope and Providence Churches in 
organizing the Salem Association. Eld. Gardner 
was the moderator and Watson was the clerk. 
Watson also stated that for many years "Re- 
hoboth was considered Baptist headquarters for 


all that region."9 

Watson also gave the facts surrounding 
the organization of Providence Church by the ten 
Baptists who had accompanied him from Ken- 
tucky. He stated this church was organized in the 
home of his father-in-law, Deacon William Old- 
ham in the spring of 1844. It was located on 
Reed's Creek, about one mile from the church 
first known as Reed's Creek, and now as Bold 
Springs. Watson wrote, "The neighboring minis- 
ters from both Associations were invited to assist 
us. Elders David Orr and Oliver C. Jones of the 
Rocky Bayou and Elder J.H.R.G. Gardner, of the 
White River were present, but refused to cooperate 
with each other; therefore we had to proceed 
without their aid. The church was named Provi- 
dence. They remained during the meeting. Elder 


M. M. Wallace+ of Marion county...was present, 
aided and conducted a meeting of some days. In 
addition to those mentioned as from Kentucky, 
Deacon G. W. Wilkerson and wife and Alexander 
Smith and wife were in the organization. Oldham 
and Wilkerson were chosen deacons; G. W. Wright 
clerk, and the writer pastor. The church lived 
about six years...Perhaps there were 20 persons 
baptized and amongst the number A. J. Merrill, 
who was afterwards ordained a minister of New 
Hope about 16 miles northeast." Watson reported 
that he moved from Reed's Creek into Batesville 
in 1848, and within two or three years, "nearly 
all the Providence members moved near 
Smithville, and united with others in forming 
the Smithville Baptist Church. G. C. Borah was 
one of the members. He was ordained a minister. 
I assisted. He was chosen pastor. Came from Ken- 
tucky. Was a good preacher and a good physician, 
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but within a few years, he died in the midst of his 
usefulness." More information on Elder Borah 


and his son is given later.© Although the Associa- 
tion in 1835 was reported as "united and aggres- 
sive," later divisions came and the association 
dissolved about 1840. At the time of disbanding, 
the association had fourteen churches, five 
preachers, and 284 members. We do not know 
what happened to these churches, because later 
records reveal the oldest church in the associa- 


tion as having been organized in 1844."" Rogers 
(p. 309) quoted Dr. Watson, who wrote, "The plain 
truth is this: the disagreement was about men -- 
not principles." The Articles of Faith of the Asso- 
ciation were simply stated: 

"We agree to adopt the New Testament for 
our Articles of Faith, the rule of our practice and 
our hope of eternal life, the rule by which to try 
all members, to try all causes between brother 
and brother, to preach and hold as the eternal, 
substantial and unchangeable rules to govern in 
the church of the Lord Christ in hope of immor- 
tality. 

"We the delegates from our respective 
churches subscribe hereunto through the medium 
of a Committee: David Orr, William Kellett, 
William Pyle, John Graham, Richard Kezee, 
Elders James Boid, Benjamin Jones, Edmund 


Wallis, Brother B. Jones, Clerk."8 

With the demise of the Spring River Asso- 
ciation, two other Associations were formed in 
1840. The White River Association was organized 
in 1840 and some of the churches that had been 
in the Spring River Association became mem- 
bers. 


The charter members of the White River 
Association were Rehoboth, Friendship, Union, 
Macedonia, and Mount Pleasant. 

Other historians [including P.S.G. Wat- 
son] have taken the position the problems in the 
Association arose over personalities among the 
preachers. However, the statement from Eld. Orr 
in the following paragraph, and a report by Eld. 
Charles B. Lee leads us to believe the anti-mis- 
sionary sentiment may have been the cause. Eld. 
Lee wrote in a 1956 report, "All my witnesses say 
the Hardshell heresy and controversy disrupted 


and split the old churches and association."? 
The Rocky Bayou Association was also 
founded in 1840 by some of the churches previ- 
ously fellowshiping in the Spring River Associa- 
tion. David Orr wrote in the Baptist Almanac, 
"Rocky Bayou Association is purely missionary 
and has gained rapidly in numbers. Their doc- 
trine is that of General Atonement, Final Perse- 


verance of the Saints, and Close Communion."!0 
Re-Organization 

It is thought the Spring River Association 
was reorganized in 1868. However, no records are 
available until the Fifth Annual Meeting at Lib- 
erty Baptist Church, Randolph Co., Sep. 27-29, 
1873. Eld. David Wagster served as moderator, P. 
M. Pearce as clerk, B. F. Holford brought the in- 
troductory message, and R. J. Penn participated 
apparently by leading in singing and prayer. 
Petitionary letters were received from Jackson, 
Antioch, Walnut Hill, Pine Hill and Dry Creek. 
Corresponding messengers were received from 
the Independence, Rocky Bayou and Bethlehem 
Associations. 

The following table was included in the 
1873 Minute: 


Church Post Office Messengers Organ. Mbr 
Antioch M. M. Jackson, G. W. Brown 1873" 22 
Ash Flat No messengers or letter 59 
Big Creek Maxville W. M. Johnson, J. M. Vance 1856 48 
Dry Creek Smithville Petitionary letter, no messengers 1873 10 
Evening Shade Smithville Robert Gray 19 
Friendship Walnut Ridge D.M. Montgomery 18727 22 
Harmony Walnut Ridge  W. B. Henry 1872, “A9 
Hills Chapel Smithville R. N. Moore, John M. Loyd 1872. 19 
Hopewell Smithville George Werner 1854 24 
Jackson Jackson J. Cottle, J. O. Howard 1S73* ~22 
Liberty Pocahontas J. A. James, B. R. James 14 
Little Springs Poughkeepsie J. W. Wilker 1847 43 
Mt. Vernon Jackson J. R. Pratt, M. D. Bowers 40 
New Hope Smithville David Wagster, S. McLeod 1844 80 
Oak Grove Pocahontas J. Cox, B. Knotts 55 
Pine: Elill eRe Petitionary letter, no messengers 1872.12 
Shade 
Pleasant Grove Smithville B. F. Holford, F. G. Picket, A. J. Gibbons 1851 101 
Pleasant Grove Pocahontas Isaac Witt 34 
Pleasant Hill Smithville B. R. Taylor, D. P. Hunt, J. Wirt 1872. 56 
Smithville Smithville R. J. Penn, J. P. Goodwin, W. Price 1866 50 
Spring River Canton No letter or messengers 34 


Walnut Hill 


Wm. English, Elias Lane 


Spring River Baptist Association 


1875 

The 1875 Associational Meeting was held 
with the Jackson Church in Randolph Co. J. W. 
Townsend was moderator, and Milton D. Bowers 
was clerk. Petitionary letters were received from 
Calamine Church, represented by Robert 
Maxwell, and Shiloah Church, represented by 
Jacob Moore. 


1876 

The 1876 meeting was held with 
Smithville Baptist Church, Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday, Sep. 23-25. The moderator was Eld. 
David Wagster and the clerk was J. G. Dent. The 
introductory message was preached by Eld. 
Milton D. Bowers. 

The names of Harmony, Friendship, Lib- 
erty, and New Prospect churches were dropped 
from membership in the Association. 

The 16 active churches baptized 80, re- 
ceived 49 additions by letter and 15 by restora 


tion, and excluded 25, to give a composite mem- 
bership of 810. 


1879 

The 1879 meeting was held with Cross 
Roads Church in Lawrence County. Eld. M. D. 
Bowers preached the Introductory Message. Eld. 
D. E. Hunt was elected as moderator, and William 
G. Puckett was elected as clerk. Two corre- 
sponding messengers were welcomed from the 
Mt. Zion Association. 

Petitionary letters were presented by the 
Friendship and Point Pleasant Churches. 

Others preaching at this meeting were 
Elders James Minton (visitor from Mt. Zion As- 
soc.), D. E. Hunt, David Wagster, J. W. Wicker, R. 
G. Penn and G. B. Borah. 

Corresponding Messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Independence, Bethlehem, Mt. 
Zion, State Line, and Rocky Bayou Associations. 
Eld. G. B. Borah was elected to preach the Intro- 
ductory Sermon with Eld. J. W. Wicker as Alter- 
nate. 


The following churches and pastors were listed in the 1879 minute: 


Church 

Big Creek, Maxville 

Cross Road, Powhatan 
Farmer 

Calamines, Calamines 

Friendship, Walnut Ridge 

Hill's Chapel, Hillton 

Jackson, Jackson 

Little Springs, Poughkeepsie 

New Hope, Smithville 

Mt. View, Reed's Creek 

Pl. Grove, Smithville 

Pl. Hill, Smithville 

Pt. Pleasant, Center 

Shiloh, Pocahontas 

Smithville, Smithville 

Union, Calamines 


James Clements 


1880 

Mt. View Church was host for the 1880 
meeting. This church was organized in 1874 by 
Eld. Daniel Elijah Hunt, out of the Bold Springs 
Church. Mt. View came into the Association in 
1878. 

Eld. R. B. Bellamy served as moderator, 
Bro. Hugh Spotts as clerk, and Eld. G. B. Borah 
delivered the introductory message. Macedonia 
Church in Canton was received by petitionary 
letter. Eld. D. E. Hunt was elected as associa- 


tional missionary. 11 


George B. and Chesterfield G. Borah 
George B. Borah was the son of Chester- 
field G. Borah, according to Rogers "one of the 
best known pioneer preachers in Northeast 
Arkansas." Chesterfield Borah was 


Messengers 
T. B. Gay, B. Watkins 
John Coffman, John McMillan, H. B. 


R. S. Bandy and Robert Maxwell 
D. N. Montgomery and William M. Wiley 


M. D. Bowers and J. R. Camiron 

J. L. Gay, H. Brandon, J. W. Wicker 

G. B. Borah, Thomas Moor, W. E. Moor 
Jos. Dawson, E. D. Mathews, D. E. Hunt 
Ely Brady, Wm. G. Pickett, B. F. Holford 
W. G. Dewsaw and Thornton Ward 

Wm. Johnson, W. H. Mann, J. F. Baker 
Jacob Moor and James Haynes 

R. G. Penn and J. P. Goodwin 

Bethal Parsley, W. S. Wasson, H. W. Abee 


Pastor mb 
W. M. Johnson 48 
M. D. Bowers 35 


J. M. Hill 38 
David Wagster 10 
R. B. Bellamey 42 
M. D. Bowers 79 
W.M. Johnson 28 
J. W. Miller 98 
David Wagster 35 
R. B. Bellamey 90 
G. B. Borah 52, 
J. M. Hill 15 
M. D. Bowers 76 
M. D. Bowers oD 
R. B. Bellamey 42 


born in Kentucky in 1815, and was married in 
Princeton, KY in 1835. He and his wife were bap- 


tized in the Ohio River by Eld. Thomas Garrett. 12 


They moved to Lawrence Co. in 1845 and 
united with Providence Church on Reed's Creek. 
Soon afterwards he was licensed to preach and 
then was ordained by a presbytery consisting of 
Elders P. S. G. Watson, A. J. Merrill and Deacon 
William Oldham, one of the charter members of 
New Hope Church. 

In March of 1850 Eld. Borah moved with 
his family to the vicinity of New Hope, and he 
was called as pastor in 1852 and served continu- 
ously until his death in 1863 near Smithville. 
The account concluded, "Only one other preacher 
has served that church as long--his son, Rev. G. B. 
Borah."13 

George B. Borah was born in 1848 in 
Sharp Co., AR. He was brought to the area of 
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Smithville by his parents in 1850, and he lived 
in that area for the greater part of his life. Eld. 
Borah was ordained in 1877. J. S. Rogers stated, 
"He served many churches and his home church, 
New Hope, eleven years." After his death in 1925, 
he was buried in New Hope Cemetery “with his 
venerated father awaiting the Resurrection 
Day."!4 
1881 : 

The 1881 meeting was with the Pleasant 
Grove Church, Lawrence Co. The Annual Sermon 
was preached by Eld. R. B. Belamey. Eld. M. D. 
Bowers was elected as Moderator and William G. 
Pickett continued as Clerk-Treasurer. 

A petitionary letter was received from Mt. 
Olive Church. Letters of correspondence and mes- 
sengers were received from the State Line and In- 
dependence Associations. The Association voted 
to open correspondence with the White River Val- 
ley Association. 

Visitors included David Wagster, J. W. 
Wicker, G. B. Borah, David E. Hunt, and J. H. Jud- 
kins. Others preaching at this meeting were 
Elders David E. Hunt, J. H. Judkins, David Wag- 
ster, J. W. Wicker, P. M. Pearce, R. J. Penn, George 
B. Borah, and M. D. Bowers. 

Eld. D. E. Hunt 

Eld. D. E. Hunt had served as a mission- 
ary during the first quarter. His work was sus- 
pended due to lack of funds. He was paid $81.50. 

Eld. Hunt was ordained on Sep. 1, 1872 at 
the Pleasant Hill Church by Elders John W. 
Townsend, R.J. Penn and B.F. Holford. He led in 
the organization of Pleasant Hill and Mt. View 
churches. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "we have no knowledge of any Sunday 
School that has been kept up during the Associa- 
tional year..." 

The Committee on Baptist Literature rec- 
ommended the works of J. M. Pendleton, J. R. 
Graves, A. Carson, D. B. Ray, and Baldwin & Fry. 
They also recommended The Evangel, The Amer- 
ican Baptist Flag. The Banner and Gleaner, and 
The Baptist. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Independence, State Line, Rocky 
Bayou, and White River Valley Associations. 


1882 

Pleasant Hill Church hosted the 1882 
meeting beginning Sep. 23. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. Milton D. Bowers. 
He was also re-elected as moderator, but later 
stated he did not feel able to preside over the body 
on account of bad health, and at his request was 
excused. Eld. R. B. Bellamy was elected as Mod- 
erator and William G. Pickett continued as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the White River Valley, State Line and Inde- 
pendence Associations. Corresponding messen- 
gers were appointed to the Independence, Bethle- 


hem, Mt. Zion, State Line, Rocky Bayou and 
White River Valley Associations, 

Visiting brethren included Elders David 
Wagster, J. W. Wicker, H. M. Price, J. B. Wayland, 
and George B. Borah. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders W. S. Holland, R. B. Bellamy, Jesse Pratt, 
J. W. Wicker, David Wagster, R. J. Penn, S. A. 
Armstrong and George B. Borah. 

The Circular Letter on “Ministerial Con- 
secration” was written by Eld. R. B. Bellamy. 

1883 | 

The 15th Annual Session met with New 
Hope Church, Lawrence Co. M. D. Bowers was 
moderator, Wm. G. Pickett was clerk, and the In- 
troductory Message was preached by Eld. G. B. 
Borah. Corresponding messengers were received 
from the White River Valley and Rocky Bayou As- 
sociations. A petitionary letter was received 
trom Lebanon Institute Church. Eld. R. J. Penn 
and J. P. Goodwin served on one committee, and 
Eld. Penn preached Saturday evening at "candle- 
light”. 

In the report of the Committee on Baptist 
Literature, of which Eld. Penn was a member, the 
works of J. R. Graves, J. M. Pendleton. and D. B. 
Ray were recommended. Periodicals recom- 
mended were the Tennessee Baptist (edited by J. 
R. Graves) and the American Baptist Flag (ecited 
by J. N. Hall). 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the White River Valley, Independence (Eld. R. J. 
Penn), State Line. and Rocky Bayou Associa- 
tions. 

1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Big Creek 
Church, Sharp Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
delivered by Eld. G. B. Borah. Eld. M. D. Bowers 
was elected as Moderator and Hugh Spotts was 
elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Rocky Bayou and Independence Associ- 
ations, and also visiting brethren: Elders H. M. 
Price, J. W. Wicker, M. D. East, W. B. Wayland. 
and Jacob Johnson. ; 

The Pine Hill. Pleasant Grove and Liberty 
Churches presented petitionary letters. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Finance--Simon McLeod. William G. 
Pickett, and Frank Frazier 

State of Churches--S. A. Armstrong. 
William M. Johnson, and W. C. Kidwell ; 

This report stated, “As far as our know!l- 
edge runs peace and harmony prevails through- 
out the Association, and the Churches are in a 
more prosperous condition than for a number of 
years, and most of them have regular preach- 
ing,..." 

Destitution--J. T. Coffman. R. B. Bellamy, 
and W. G. Pickett ' 

This committee found “that east of Black 
River is almost destitute of Baptist preaching, 
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also the north part of Sharp county, and along 
the line of the S. & M. R. R., together with Ash 
Flat, Pocahontas and Powhatan." 

Missions--F. Hester, R. J. Penn, and R. P. 
Bain 

Sunday Schools--A. H. Vance, Bethel 
Parsley, and E. T. Glenn 

This committee recommended "for this 
body to request in each Church of this Associa- 
tion to organize a Sunday School for the moral 
training of the minds of the children. We further 
recommend that this body urge each pastor to 
lecture each Church on the importance of Sunday 
Schools in their Churches." 

Correspondence--J. S. Darling, Wilson 
Price, and B. H. Standiford 

This committee recommended continued 
correspondence with the Independence, State 
Line, Rocky Bayou and White River Valley Asso- 
ciations by sending Messengers with letters or 
minutes. 

[It should be observed that during this pe- 
riod most churches in the State ignored the State 
Convention and the SBC. Beginning about 1898 
with the Whitsitt Controversy, and then with the 
controversy over the Corresponding Secretary of 
Missions, more interest was manifested in these 
two bodies] 

Baptist Literature--R. H. Coats, R. B. Bel- 
lamy, and Allen Weaver 

Recommended "the following as helps to 
the study of God's word: The books published by 
our Baptist publishing houses, with the following 
papers: The Arkansas Evangel, Baptist Gleaner, 
American Baptist Flag, The Tennessee Baptist 
and Western Recorder. 

Education--R. B. Bellamy, Hugh Spotts 
and R. J. Penn, who recommended "the establish- 
ment of a theological school in some central part 
of our State for the education of our ministers." 

Others preaching during this session were 
Elders J. W. Wicker, M. D. East, M. D. Bowers, R. 
B. Bellamy, S. A. Armstrong, H. M. Price, R. J. 
Penn, R. P. Bain, and E. T. Glenn. 

A resolution was passed which called for 
the appointment of a Missionary Board "whose 
duty it shall be to organize and take charge of the 
Mission work, employ a missionary or mission- 
aries, and all funds shall be paid into said 
Board's hands, and it shall be their duty to use 
the same for the best interest of the cause." 

Appointed to this committee were 
Brethren F. Hester, W. G. Pickett, Wilson Price, A. 
H. Vance and R. J. Penn. 

The Friendship, Jackson, and Point 
Pleasant churches were dropped from the roll of 
churches, apparently for non-participation. 

The statistical report indicated that sev- 
eral churches had experienced many additions 
by baptism: Cross Roads 15, Calamine 25, Mt. 
View 36, Pleasant Grove #2 57, Shiloh 13 and 
Union 15. 


1886 

The 1886 meeting was with Shiloh 
Church, Randolph Co., Sep. 25-27. The modera- 
tor was Eld. G. B. Borah, the clerk was Hugh 
Spotts, and the introductory message was 
preached by Eld. R. P. Bain. Petitionary letters 
were received from Mt. Olive, Liberty, Flat 
Woods, Stranger's Home and Cross Roads 
Churches. 

Eld. John Penn gave the report on Sunday 
Schools. The Committee on Baptist Literature 
recommended the works of D. B. Ray, J. R. 
Graves, A. C. Dayton and J. M. Pendleton, and the 
American Baptist Flag and Tennessee Baptist as 
periodicals. 

26 churches were members of the Associa- 
tion. The statistical pages showed Shiloh at Poc- 
ahontas with 20 baptized and 15 added by letter 
for a membership of 125. Pleasant Hill received 6 
by letter for a membership of 119 and New Hope 
received 2 by baptism for a membership of 116. 


1887 

Cross Roads Church, Lawrence Co., was 
host for the 1887 session. John W. Wicker was 
elected moderator, and Hugh Spotts served as 
clerk. A letter was received from the State Line 
Assoc. and visitors were received from the Mount 
Zion Association. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Wilson's Grove, Clover Bend, Evergreen Chapel, 
Little Vine and Antioch. 

An objection was raised to the Seventh 
Article of the Articles of Faith from Antioch. Af- 
ter much discussion, a committee was appointed 
to work out the difficulty. The committee re- 
ported, "We regard Antioch Church in harmony 
with us when proper construction is placed on 
her Articles of Faith." The Association was ap- 
parently satisfied and accepted the committee's 
recommendation the church be received. 
(However, it should be noted this action was re- 
scinded in the next session). 

The Association noted the absence of cor- 
responding messengers from the Independence, 
Rocky Bayou, and White River, with only a letter 
from the State Line Assoc., but no messenger. The 
body voted to raise the correspondence with the 
Mount Zion Assoc. as they have delegates here. 

The Committee on Baptist Literature rec- 
ommended, "We recommend good sound denomi- 
national literature, that is recommended by the 
State Convention and Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, and that every family should take one good 
paper." 

The Association took up the query sent 
from Pleasant Hill Church. 

"Query: Is it Baptistic to receive letters 
from Predestinarian Baptists? The Association 
answered, No." 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Rocky Bayou, Independence, State Line, 
White River Valley, Current River, and Mount 
Zion Associations. A motion failed that the body 
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also elect a Corresponding Messenger to the Bap- 
tist State Convention. 

This Minute also included a detailed five- 
page Declaration of Faith, which included 18 ar- 
ticles, approximating the New Hampshire Con- 
fession, but without the Scripture references. 
Also included was a copy of the Church 
Covenant. 

30 churches reported 151 baptisms, and a 
total membership of 1,138. Pleasant Hill at 
Smithville reported 58 baptized and a total 
membership of 123, and New Hope, Powhaten, 
reported a membership of 120. 


Milton Drew Bowers 

Milton D. Bowers was born in Palmyra, 
TN on August 8, 1850 and moved with his par- 
ents, Joseph and Sarah Frances Wall Bowers, to 
Randolph Co. in 1854. He was baptized about 
1868 at Old Jackson, by Elder Jesse Pratt, whose 
daughter, Lucinda Ann, he married in 1872. Fif- 
teen children were born into the family, with 
eleven reaching adulthood. 

Elder Bowers attended rural schools in 
Lawrence and Randolph Counties, but gained 
most of his education by his fireside burning 
"mid-night oil." Leroy Tedford!> stated (p. 65), 
"He was ordained to the ministry at about the age 
of twenty and soon proved to have unusual gifts 
as an orator. He had a musical voice, a good de- 
livery, and an appealing manner of speech. He 
was outstanding as a debater and had several de- 
bates with the elders of the Church of Christ. 

The forty-two years of his ministry were 
in the Spring River and Current River Associa- 
tions. He was pastor of Shiloh (Randolph Co.), 
his home church, for 42 years. Other churches he 
served were First Church, Pocohontas; Datto; 
Tuckerman; Myrtle (MO), and Witts Chapel. Eld. 
Bowers baptized his own father and mother, and 
his brother and his wife the same day. 

Elder Bowers died Dec. 10, 1914, and was 


buried at Pocahontas. © 


1888 

The 1888 Meeting was with Calamine 
Baptist Church, Sharp Co. M. D. Bowers was 
elected as moderator and H. W. Townsend con- 
tinued as clerk. Corresponding messengers were 
received from Independence, White River Valley 
and Rocky Bayou Associations. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Azotas and Antioch. The motion to recognize the 
Azotas church failed, stating the "Articles of 
Faith were not in harmony with those of the 
body." The letter from Antioch was tabled until 
Monday. The motion to recognize Antioch "failed 
because her Articles of Faith were not in har- 
mony with those of the body." Note: The minute 
made no attempt to state the specific doctrine or 
practice in question. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools stated 
there were "but three Baptist Sunday Schools 


within the Association," but acknowledged there 
were several Union Sunday Schools. They rec- 
ommended "a more zealous effort on the part of 
Baptists in this field, in the organization and 
maintenance of Baptist Sunday Schools. 

The Committee on Baptist Literature "rec- 
ommended the works of Pendleton, Graves, and 
Ray; and the publications of our State Baptist 
Book House and such others as are sound in the 
faith 'once delivered to the saints'." 

Elders R. B. Bellamy, M. D. Bowers and H. 
W. Townsend were elected as delegates to the 
State Baptist Convention when convened at 
Jonesboro, Nov. 1, 1888. Corresponding messen- 
gers were elected to the Independence, Rocky 
Bayou, White River Valley, Mount Zion and State 
Line Associations. 

1889 

The 1889 Session met with Clear Spring 
Church, Lawrence Co. Eld. Milton D. Bowers 
preached the introductory sermon from I Cor. 
3:9, "Ye are God's building." The clerk stated, "His 
theme was the establishment and perpetuity of 
the Church of Jesus Christ....". Eld. R. B. Bellamy 
wrote the circular letter. 

Eld. Bowers was elected as Moderator and 
Eld. R. B. Bellamy was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from State Line, Independence and Eleven Points 
River Associations. Visiting brethren invited to 
seats included Dr. W. A. Clark from Little Rock 
and B. F. Farmer from Tennessee. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Centerville, Harmony and Aztus Churches. The 
Petitionary letter of Union # 1 was "returned to 
the messengers." 

Others preaching included Dr. W. A. 
Clark, Elders J. J. Martin, M. D. East, B. F. Hold- 
ford, D. E. Hunt, W. L. Edrington, and R. B. Bel- 
lamy. 

A motion was carried "that we represent 
in our next Baptist State Convention." Later a 
motion passed "that our messengers to the Bap- 
tist State Convention favor the plan of a State 
Evangelist by the State Board." [These actions 
were probably prompted by the presence of Dr. W. 
A. Clark. The State Evangelist was to replace the 
Corresponding Secretary. Dr. Clark, and later 
Ben M. Bogard opposed the idea of the Corre- 
sponding Secretary] 

A motion carried "that the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society formed by Bro. R. J. Penn, and 
others during our last Associational year, be en- 
dorsed as a laudable method of raising money for 
Foreign Missions. 

A motion was carried that Shiloh Church 
be granted a letter of dismission from the Associ- 
ation. The clerk was also "authorized to drop the 
names of those Churches that have attached 
themselves to State Line Association." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Independence, White River Valley, 
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Rocky Bayou, State Line, and Eleven Points River 
Associations. 


1890 

The Twenty-Second Session was held 
with Ash Flat Church, Sharp Co. W. G. Pickett 
was elected as moderator and H. W. Townsend 
was elected as clerk. R. B. Bellamy brought the 
Introductory Sermon from II Tim. 2:5-6 on "The 
Power of God Manifested in Christ." 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from Big Creek and Rocky Bayou Associations. 
Visitors included Prof. J. W. Conger, President of 
Ouachita Baptist College, who later gave "a short 
history of the establishment and maintenance of 
the Baptist institution from its beginning to the 
present,” and J. E. Duren from the Rocky Bayou 
Association. 

Enterprise, Willow Springs, and First 
Baptist, Black Rock, presented petitionary let- 
ters, which were received. The letter from Willow 
Springs was tabled until Monday. On Monday the 
discussion of receiving this church "was limited 
to one hour, after which she was received." 

Others preaching included Elders W. H. 
Bowling, M. D. Bowers, B. F. Holford, W. P. Kime, 
and G. B. Borah. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools de- 
plored "the fact that this Association is almost 
entirely destitute of Baptist Sunday-schools, and 
earnestly recommend that each church within 
its bounds organize, and permanently sustain a 
Baptist Sunday-school, even if it should contain 
no more than eight or ten pupils." 

The body recommended Eld. G. B. Borah 
as an applicant for aid to obtain Ministerial Edu- 
cation. A resolution passed "that an opportunity 
be given to all messengers present to obligate 
themselves and their respective churches, on 
their own responsibility, to give to the board of 
Ministerial Education, for the purpose of educat- 
ing Bro. Borah, any sums they may deem proper." 

Eld. Charles B. Lee, who had served as 
missionary and clerk of the Association, pre- 
pared an article on the History of the Associa- 


tion.!’ This same Bro. Lee also offered the deci- 
sive resolution noted in reporting the 1902 ses- 
sion of the Association. In the Searchlight arti- 
cle, Bro. Lee wrote, "The Convention board of 
Arkansas began work at Black Rock and Walnut 
Ridge in 1889. Black Rock came into the associa- 
tion at the 1890 meeting. Walnut Ridge joined at 
the 1891 meeting." Bro. Lee gave several examples 
of attempts to incorporate "convention" ideas 
into the Association. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Independence, White River Valley, 
Rocky Bayou, State Line, Eleven Points, and Big 
Creek Associations. 

Apparently the Azotus church was even- 
tually received into the Assoc. The statistical re- 
port showed the church with 27 baptisms and 9 
by letter for a membership of 54. Black Rock had 


received 17 by baptism and 3 by letter for a mem- 
bership of 42, and Enterprise received 9 by bap- 
tism and two by letter for a membership of 20. A 
Lonoke Church, located at Smithville, reported 
21 received by baptism. The older churches 
showed New Hope with 110 members, Pleasant 
Hill with 122 and Shiloh at Pocahontas with 123 
members. 


1891 

The 1891 Meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Black Rock. Eld. G. B. Borah 
preached the introductory sermon from Matt. 
28:19 on the theme of missions. Bro. W. G. Pickett 
was re-elected as moderator and Eld. R. B. 
Bellamy was elected as clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were present 
from the Eleven Points River, Rocky Bayou, State 
Line, and Independence Associations. Visiting 
brethren who also accepted seats included Dr. R. 
G. Maynard, State Missionary, Little Rock; Prof. 
J. W. Conger, President of Ouachita Baptist Col- 
lege, Dr. J. T. Prior of Mountain Home, agent for 
the Mountain Home Baptist College. 

The First Baptist Church, Walnut Ridge, 
was received by petitionary letter. 

It appears favorable sentiment had devel- 
oped concerning state missions, probably occa- 
sioned by the establishment of the churches at 
Walnut Ridge and Black Rock. A special commit- 
tee was elected, which gave a report at a "Mis- 
sionary Mass-meeting." That report stated, "It is 
with great satisfaction that we note the success 
that has attended the operations of our State 
Board...We recognize the fact in aggressive state 
work we build up our cause along all lines. 

"The State Board has generously aided the 
work at Walnut Ridge and Black Rock. We would 
urge the continuation of this aid and suggest that 
this body co-operate in this worthy work." 

A resolution passed "that we co-operate 
with the State Convention by representation." 
Another resolution passed "that this Association 
authorize the Executive Board of Associational 
Missions of Spring River Baptist Association to 
co-operate with the State Board in our Associa- 
tional Mission work, and our Missionary be her 
Missionary if consistent with the judgement of 
the Board." [note: these resolutions and reports 
indicate little prior relationship with the State 
Convention. As later minutes will indicate, this 
relationship was of short duration. In the 1897 
Minute only $3.50 was contributed to State Mis- 
sions; that by the church at Black Rock] 

Others preaching at this meeting were 
Elders James L. Brown, J. T. Prior, B. F. Hold- 
ford, and M. D. Bowers. An educational mass 
meeting was held on Sunday night. 

The subject of the circular letter written 
by Eld. H. W. Townsend was "paying Pastors of 
Churches." 

The Committee on Destitution named 
twenty-one places "destitute of Baptist preach- 
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ing" and recommended "that steps be taken to 
supply these points." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "we are led to believe that the Sunday 
School work is at a low ebb." They recommended 
"that the pastors endeavor to see that Baptist 
Sunday Schools are organized in the bounds of 
their work, where as many as fifteen pupils can 
be had; and also that Baptist literature be used." 

The Committee on Education recom- 
mended "our own Colleges at Arkadelphia and 
Mountain Home...For our young ministers we 
also recommend the Southern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Independence, White River Valley, 
Rocky Bayou, State Line, Eleven Points River, Big 
Creek, and Mount Zion Associations. 

The Statistical report showed New Hope 
had received 44 by baptism, for a membership of 
150; Evergreen Chapel had received 19 by bap- 
tism; Mt. View had received 14 by baptism, for a 
membership of 82; and Shiloh at Pocohontas 
had baptized 12, making a membership of 126. 


Mt. View was selected as the place of the 
1892 meeting, with Eld. M. D. Bowers to bring the 
introductory message and Eld. R. P. Bain as al- 
ternate. Eld. R. B. Bellamy was to write the circu- 
lar letter. 

Only a statistical table was available 
from 1892, which was the 24th session. 

1896 

The next minute available is for the 28th 
Annual Meeting with Shiloh Baptist Church, 
Randolph Co. R. P. Bain was elected as moderator 
and N. R. Townsend continued as clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from State Line, Independence and Mount Zion 
Associations. Visitors included Dr. W. A. Clark 
"representing the interests of the Baptist State 
Convention of Arkansas." The minute states he 
"made an excellent speech endorsing the report 
on Education...that the brotherhood of this asso- 
ciation patronize our denominational schools 
located at Arkadelphia, Mountain Home and 
Conway." 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Houghton's Chapel and Egypt churches. 

On Sunday at 2 PM, Eld. J. L. Brown 
preached from Acts 10, "calling attention to Cor- 
nelius as a model citizen; the congregation at his 
house as a model church; Peter, a model preacher 
and his sermon, a model sermon." 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
Independence, White River Valley, State Line, 
Eleven Points, Big Creek, Mount Zion, Rocky 
Bayou, Current River, Little Red River and White 
River Associations. 

Eld. Milton D. Bowers was appointed as 
messenger to the Southern Baptist Convention 
and Elders Jesse N. Teats, R. P. Bain, J. M. Apple- 
gate, and Brethren W. A. Henry and W. Williams 


were appointed to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. 

The following resolution could have been 
the reason for appointing a messenger to the 
SBC. The resolution read: 

WHEREAS, it appears that Dr. W. H. 
Whitsett of the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary of Louisville, Kentucky, has been expressing 
false and pernicious doctrines, and 

WHEREAS, we believe he is not in accord 
with sound Baptist principles, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that we denounce Dr. Whitsett 
as a traitor to Baptist principles, and that we with- 
hold our support from said seminary until said Dr. 
Whitsett be removed from the faculty. 

signed: Jesse N. Teats 


"To this resolution Elders J. L. Brown, R. 
P. Bain and others made short, pointed speeches 
of endorsement." 

Eld. R. P. Bellamy was selected to write 
the circular letter. 

The statistical table also showed the sup- 
port for missions, pastors salaries, value of 
church buildings and Sunday School informa- 
tion. The church at Black Rock had preaching the 
1st;,,. 2nd, .3rd, .and. 5th Sundays... All jother 
churches were still quarter time. The figures for 
four churches were: 


Mbrs. Sunysch En: 
Black Rock 83 87 
Mt. View 90 13 
New Hope 140 
Shiloh la? 65 


1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Walnut 
Grove Baptist Church, near Walnut Ridge, 
Lawrence Co. The introductory sermon was 
preached by Eld. J. N. Shook. 

Thirty-one churches represented at this 
meeting. Elder R. B. Bellamy was elected as 
Moderator and J. H. Townsend was elected as 
Clerk-treasurer. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Current River, State Line, Mt. Zion, and 
Independence Associations. 

Visiting brethren included Eld. J. G. Doyle 
from Argenta [North Little Rock--Eld. Doyle 
emerged as one of the leaders of the Landmark 
group after 1902], Eld. D. E. Gambrell, of Star 
City, representing the Arkansas Baptist, and Eld. 
Giles C. Taylor, financial agent of Central Bap- 
tist College of Conway. 

Others preaching at this meeting were 
Elders J. F. Butler; J. G. Doyle; J. H. Milburn of 
Fulton, Ky.; E. P. Minton of Jonesboro; J. W. 
Scott; and Giles C. Taylor. A Sunday School 
mass-meeting was held at 9 AM on Sunday "for 
the purpose of discussing the prospects of Sunday 
school work within the bounds of the Associa- 
tion. The character, scope, and practical impor- 
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tance of this work were discussed and explained 
by Elders J. G. Doyle, J. H. Milburn and E. P. 
Minton." 

Concerning the 3 PM Sunday message by 
Elder J. H. Milburn, the clerk wrote, "In this dis- 
course, the speaker gave a critical exposition of 
the Scripture doctrine of Sanctification, treating 
the subject quite exhaustively, making copious 
citations of Scriptural proof-texts, and distin- 
guishing the Scriptural idea of Sanctification 
from the modern "holiness" or "sinless perfec- 
tion" dogma with a perspicuity adapted to the 
most obtuse understanding. The argument was 
logical, elucidative, convincing." 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Ring's Chapel Church. 

The Circular Letter prepared by Eld. R. B. 
Bellamy was read. The subject was "The Crown of 
the Just." 

The Sunday School report stated, "we find 
that the number of Sunday schools reported is 
lamentably small." After further comment the 
report concluded, "Resolved by the messengers 
here assembled, That it is a duty that the parents 
of every Baptist church owe to their children, to 
their neighbors’ children and to God, to see that a 
Sunday school is at all times maintained in such 
church." 

Among those discussing the report was 
Eld. J. G. Doyle, who was here identified as Sec- 
retary of the State Sunday School Board. He 
asked "for some assurances of assistance during 
the ensuing associational year; whereupon, 
many pledges of co-operation were forthcoming 
by messengers on behalf of the several churches." 

The Committee on Destitution reported 
"great destitution of Gospel preaching exists at 
the points described below: Fender's School 
House, Cave City, Williford, Hardy, Evening 
Shade, Brown's Chapel, Pleasant Valley, Clover 
Bend, and the territory along Caney Creek." 

However, the Committee on Missions 
stated, "From the reading of the various letters to 
the Association, the spirit of missions among the 
churches appears to be dormant...It is to be re- 
marked that the same spirit of indifference ap- 
pears to exist throughout the whole State." 

A discussion of the places of destitution 
resulted in pledges being received to build a house 
of worship at Imboden. 

A resolution passed "that it is the sense of 
this body that our State Convention should 
speak out in no uncertain terms on the so-called 
Whitsett controversy, with an urgent demand for 
his immediate resignation of the Presidency of, 
and the Professorship of the Chair of History in, 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary." 

Eld. N. R. Townsend was appointed to 
write the circular letter. 

The Church Directory listed a total of 41 
churches, however letters had been received from 
32 churches. New Hope reported 42 baptisms and 


a membership of 165, and Walnut Grove 22 bap- 
tisms and a membership of 99. 


1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with the Little 
Springs Baptist Church, Poughkeepsie, Sharp Co. 
The Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. 
F. Butler from I Pet. 4:17. Eld. R. B. Bellamy was 
re-elected as Moderator and Dr. N. R. Townsend 
was re-elected as Clerk. 

Eld. J. L. Brown responded as a corre- 
sponding messenger from the Independence As- 
sociation. Eld. G. L. Ford was a corresponding 
messenger from the Rocky Bayou Association. 
Other visitors included Eld. T. C. Mahan from the 
West Kentucky Association, and Eld. Giles C. 
Taylor, financial agent for Central Baptist Col- 
lege. 

Messengers were appointed to the corre- 
sponding sister associations, and also the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Bro. Hugh Spotts was elected to write the 
annual circular letter. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders J. D. Crabtree, J. L. Brown, T. C. Mahan, 
and N. R. Townsend, 

At the close of the Sunday Evening service 
an offering was taken for the Baptist Orphans' 
Home at Monticello. 

Committees were appointed as follows: 

State of the Churches--Allen Pierce, 
Bethel Parsley, and D. C. Lee. This committee 
noted that 26 of the 41 churches had submitted 
letters, and only six churches had contributed to 
missions. Eighty-seven baptisms were reported, 
with a net gain of forty in church memberships. 

Destitution--W. M. Odom, H. B. Wayland, 
and J. W. Warix. This committee reported that 
Gospel preaching was needed at Fender's school 
house, Cave City, Hardy, Evening Shade, Brown's 
Chapel, Clover Bend, Lindsey's Switch, Minturn 
and all the territory lying between Spring River 
and Shiloh church. 

Sunday schools--N. E. Judkins, J. A. 
Justis and J. D. Butler 

Missions--H. F. James, S. R. Irwin, and 
Jesse Croom. This committee recommended con- 
tinued co-operation with the respective boards of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, and also "that a spe- 
cial effort be made during the coming year to oc- 
cupy as much of the territory embraced within 
the bounds of this association as possible. And to 
this end we urge renewed diligence on the part of 
all the churches on behalf of associational mis- 
sions; and recommend appointment of a district 
mission board with instructions to employ a 
missionary." 

Education--N. R. Townsend, G. B. Borah 
and Hugh Spotts. This committee recommended 
"hearty support and patronage of our people the 
Baptist colleges at Mountain Home, Arkadelphia 
and Conway..." They also recommended: 
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(a) That our ministers be diligent in the 
work of properly preparing and training them- 
selves for the high 'vocation with which they are 
called' and to this end, 

(b) That the churches pay their pastors 
with such liberality as to enable them to devote 
nearly all their time as may be practical to study 
and preparation." 

Baptist literature--G. B. Borah, C. H. Way- 
land and A. P. Holmes. The committee reported, 
"We are persuaded that parents cannot be too 
careful concerning the character of the literature 
which they allow to come into their homes. If 
they permit their children to form a taste for 
reading ‘yellow backed' novels and other trashy 
literature of the kind that is constantly putting 
out from the news stands of the present day, they 
need not to be surprised at finding the results 
from such a course to be altogether unsatisfac- 
tory, when, in after years, they manifest them- 
selves in character and life." 

Temperance--J. M. Appleget, A. V. Smith 
and Samuel Hill 

Correspondence--N. R. Townsend, G. B. 
Borah and P. M. Chrisenberry. This committee 
recommended continued correspondence with 
the Current River, Big Creek, Mt. Zion, Rocky 
Bayou, Independence, White River Valley, White 
River, Eleven Points, State Line and Little Red 
River Associations. 

Finance--H. F. James, Allen Pierce and J. 
A. Justis 

Ministerial education--G. B. Borah, J. M. 
Appleget and H. F. James 


A resolution passed thanking the Execu- 
tive Board of the Arkansas Baptist State Conven- 
tion for evangelistic work recently done within 
the bounds of the Association, and also asking 
further aid. 

The Rules of Decorum were amended to al- 
low a standing committee for the Orphans' Home 
at Monticello. 

A resolution urging the necessity of accep- 
tance by the board of trustees of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary of the resignation 
recently tendered by President William H. Whit- 
sett was introduced, read and on motion, adopted 
without division. 

The Black Rock Church reported 28 bap- 
tisms and a membership of 90. Other larger 
churches were New Hope, 161 members; Shiloh, 
127 members; Pleasant Grove # 1, 108 members; 
Pleasant Hill, 99 members; and Walnut Grove 93 
members. The Black Rock and Walnut Ridge 
Churches reported having preaching services two 
Sundays per month, with Eld. T. C. Mahan as 
pastor of both. 

1899 

The 1899 Session was held with Pleasant 
Grove Church, near Annieville, Lawrence Co. 
Eld. M. D. Bowers was elected moderator and Eld. 
J. H. Townsend continued as clerk. The introduc- 


tory message was preached by Eld. G. H. Borah 
from the text, "Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they go forward," from Ex. 14:15 as Eld. 
Borah made a call for progress in missions. 

A query was received from Lone Oak 
Church, "Has a deacon the scriptural right to ad- 
minister the ordinance of baptism in the absence 
of the pastor, with the consent of the church?" A 
motion was made and seconded to answer in the 
affirmative. However, after extended discussion, 
the body approved as a correct answer: "A deacon, 
who is also an evangelist and a minister has a 
scriptural right, by the authority of the church, 
to administer the ordinance of baptism." 

First Baptist Church, Pocahontas, 
Ebenezer Church at Mammoth Springs and the 
Swifton Church were accepted by petitionary let- 
ter. Based upon the statements of Brethren E. P. 
Minton and C. Hodege that the church at Hardy 
and Buffalo Church between Sedgwick and Hoxie 
were sending petitionary letters to the Assoc., 
these churches were approved for admission, 
subject to receiving the letters. Egypt and Shiloh 
Churches asked to renew affiliation with the 
Assoc. That request was granted. 

It was announced that an effort was being 
made to rebuild Old Bold Springs Church, with 
the explanation that "this was one of the first 
Baptist churches ever planted in Arkansas. 


Bold Springs Church 
Although not presently a member of the 
Spring River Association, the above claim is 
true. Bold Springs was first organized about 1833 


as Reed's Creek Church: J.B; Searcy! 8 reported 
that letters from family members stated that Eld. 
David Orr went there as an evangelist. Eld Davis 
from White River and Eld. John Woodrum 
constituted the presbytery. 

Eld. John Woodrum was ordained by Elk 
Horn Creek Church, May, 1825. He moved to 
Reed's Creek in 1833 and shortly after helped or- 
ganize the church, and served as its first pastor. 
Nicholas Woodrum was elected church clerk. 
Other charter members were Enoch Hensley, 
Sarah Hensley, Eld. David Orr, Mrs. Orr, Alice 
Woodrum, Lucy Saddler, Jeremiah Woodrum, 
and six others. 

In an article in the Arkansas Baptist, W. 
A. Clark stated, "In 1833 Eld. David Orr and Eld. 
John Woodrum from Illinois, assisted by Eld. 
John Gardner, organized the Reed's Creek 
Church, afterward known as Bold Spring 


Church."!9 

In 1842 Reeds Creek was represented in 
the White River Association by Eld. W. Hanson, 
N. J. Woodrome, B. Sexton, and J. Smithee. 

Bold Springs fellowshiped in the Associa- 
tion on a fairly regular schedule beginning about 
1897. The church now fellowships in the Baptist 
Missionary Association. The Mt. View Church 
was organized out of Bold Springs in 1874. 
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Reed's Creek-Bold Springs Church 


The following churches were dropped 
from the list of associating churches because 
they were no longer meeting as organized 
churches: Pleasant Valley, Powhatan, Sedwick 
and Wells Grove. 

Ordained ministers and their locations 
were as follows: H. W. Abee, Smithville; J. A. Al- 
lioson, Noland; J. S. Anderson, Pocahontas; J. 
M. Appelget, Portia; L. A. Blain, Mobley; R. B. Bel- 
lamy, Annieville; G. B. Borah, Smithville; M. D. 
Bowers, Pocahontas; J. F. Butler, Calamine; P. M. 
Crisenberry, Ben Gay; J. C. Diceston, Black Rock; 
M. D. East, Black Rock; W. L. Edrington, Poca- 
hontas; M. W. Frizella, Poughkeepsie; C. Hodge, 
muctt. W.. H. tHushes, bono; D, E: dunt, 
Powhatan; W. A. Jackson, Evening Shade; J. G. 
Johnson, Maxville; T. C. Mahan, Black Rock; W. 
R. Marshall, Walnut Ridge; H. C. Moore, Portia; R. 
J. Penn, Strawberry; T. J. Robinson, Hoxie, J. D. 
Rogers, Black Rock; J. N. Shook, Alicia; and W. 
Williams, Curia. 

Egypt asked for a letter of dismission 
from the body to unite with the Mt. Zion Assoc. 
and Shiloh asked for a letter of dismission to 
unite with the State Line Assoc. 

The Sunday School report noted that of 
forty-two churches in the Association, the fol- 
lowing had maintained Sunday Schools: Alicia, 
Black Rock, Bold Springs, Clear Springs, 
Ebenezer, Evergreen, Egypt, Hopewell, Imboden. 
Pleasant Hill, Shiloh, Swifton and Walnut Ridge. 
The report continued with this observation, "We 
further find that those churches which have 
maintained schools have had more baptisms 
than the other churches, which do not maintain 
schools...Teaching is a part of the work of the 
churches as well as preaching; and there is no 
better place to do that work than in a good Sun- 
day School." 


1900 

The 1900 session of the Spring River As- 
sociation met with Calamine Church. M. D. 
Bowers was elected moderator and J. H. 
Townsend was elected clerk. The introductory 
message was preached by Eld. R. B. Bellamy. 

Imboden, Pleasant Grove # 1, and Big 
Creek were received by petitionary letter. Corre- 
sponding messengers were enrolled from Inde- 
pendence, State Line, Eleven Points, and Jones- 
boro Associations. 

The following churches were dropped be- 
cause they ceased organized existence: Pleasant 
Valley, Powhatan, Sedwick, and Wells Grove. 

To the motion that the report of state and 
foreign missions be adopted, N. R. Townsend, J. 
H. Milburn, T. C. Mahan, J. L. Brown, J. I. Mar- 
tin, E. T. Lincoln, J. F. Butler and M. D. Bowers 
spoke somewhat at length discussing the 
prospects and the excellencies, as well as the de- 
fects of the mission work as now carried on by 
the state and foreign mission boards. 

New Prospect Church was conditionally 
received, pending receipt of their petitionary let- 
ter. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to eleven local associations, the State 
Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

In 1900 21 churches were represented at 
the meeting, and a total of 42 churches were 
listed as being in association. 

1901 

The 1901 Association met with Jerusalem 
Baptist Church, Strawberry, on Sep. 21-23. Eld 
M. D. Bowers was elected moderator and Eld. 
Charles T. Arnett was elected clerk. 

This particular meeting appeared to em- 
phasize the Sunday School. The Sunday School 
Committee, Charles T. Arnett, J. W. Tibbles, and 
T. J. Moore were requested to make their report 
by 9:30 a.m. on Sunday and to take charge of and 
conduct a Sunday School rally. The committee 
noted that of the 30 churches making reports, 
only sixteen had maintained Sunday Schools 
during the year. Those churches maintaining 
Sunday Schools accounted for 119 baptisms, 
whereas the other fourteen churches accounted 
for 58 baptisms. Other brethren discussing Sun- 
day Schools included: D. E. Hunt, Elder Kime of 
the Arkansas Baptist, C. Hodge, J. W. Tibbles, J. 
C. Penn, W. R. Marshall, John P. Webb, W. W. 
Gardner and J. F. Butler. 

Four more churches had maintained 
Sunday Schools during the past year: Mt. View, 
Walnut Grove, Union, and Pocahontas. 

The following query was received from 
Pleasant Hill Church: "What does it take to con- 
stitute a Baptist Sunday School?" The answer 
was, "A Sunday School under control of a regular 
Missionary Baptist Church is a Baptist Sunday 
School." 
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The "rather lengthy discussion" that had 
occurred in the 1900 session and further devel- 
opments, resulted in the following resolution be- 
ing offered by J. W. Tibbles, J. C. Penn, and J. R. 
Winford and passed by the assembly: 

"Resolved that we do not endorse the pre- 
sent policy of the state convention nor state 
board. We believe the association and convention 
should be only and wholly of messengers who are 
sent from the churches. 

"We urge that this Association instruct 
the messengers to the state convention to vote to 
eliminate the office of corresponding secretary 
as an expensive and unnecessary office." 

The Associational Missionary, C. Hodge 
reported he had traveled 1,000 miles, organized 
one church and Sunday School, witnessed 42 
conversions and baptized 19. He had received 
$208.11 for his work. 

A motion passed instructing the modera- 
tor to appoint messengers to the corresponding 
sister associations, messengers to the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and one messenger to 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Messengers 
appointed to the Arkansas Baptist State Conven- 
tion-were; F2A. R) Miner, G. BB BorahaRB. Bel- 
lamy, J. M. Massey and J. F. Butler. 

1902 

After the organizational meeting of the 
General (State) Association, the 1902 Annual ses- 
sion of the Spring River Association met with 
First Baptist Church in Pocahontas. As was the 
case with other local associations, the Spring 
River was faced with the decision of which orga- 
nization to support. 

Enrolled as visitors were A. J. Barton, 
State Missionary Secretary and Editor of The 
Advance; Ben M. Bogard, editor of The Arkansas 
Baptist; and R. C. Medaris, state evangelist. 

As a matter of business, Bro. Charles B. 
Lee introduced the following resolution: 

"WHEREAS, From the present order and ten- 
dency of the spirit of missions and especially by state 
missions throughout the association, we feel that it is 
not expedient to represent in or endorse the policy of 
the State Convention. 

BE IT RESOLVED, therefore, by Spring River 
Association that we do not represent in the State 
Convention. 

That we would suggest that churches of this 
body that feel disposed, co-operate with the newly 
organized General Association of Arkansas. That we 
respectfully request the brethren of the churches to 
endeavor to keep the union of the body of the spirit in 
the bonds of peace." 

Bro. Lee then moved its adoption and 
spoke upon it, and was followed by Bros. Arnett 
and Barton against it, and Bro. Bogard for it. Bro. 
Mahan then took the floor and spoke at some 
length against the resolution. 

After adjournment for the Sunday ser- 
vices, on Monday Bro. A. J. Barton again secured 


the floor and was given one hour to discuss 
certain charges that had been made against the 
convention as well as against himself. He made a 
full and free statement of all points at issue. Bro. 
Bogard then followed with a presentation of his 
side of the case and claims of the new General As- 
sociation. He was also allowed one hour. 

At the conclusion of the address, Bro. T. C. 
Mahan, pastor at Black Rock, offered the follow- 
ing substitute Resolution: 

"There is evidently a division of opinion 
among brethern (sic.) of Spring River Association as 
to methods of work, and in regard to what our rela- 
tions shall be to the State Convention or General As- 
sociation. 

RESOLVED, that we as an association be non- 
committal as to relation with either body, leaving 
our churches untrammeled by an action of this body to 
affiliate with either, as they may deem proper in re- 
gard to mission work." 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

It should be noted that a corresponding 
messenger was elected to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, but not to the State Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

1903 

The 1903 Meeting was with Alicia 
Church, beginning Sep. 23. Visiting brethren in- 
cluded Ben M. Bogard from Searcy and J. W. Con- 
ger, President, Ouachita Baptist College. 

Clover Bend Church was admitted to the 
association by petitionary letter. 

After preaching the Sunday Message at 
11:00 A. M., Ben M. Bogard took up a collection 
for State Missions, for the General Association, 
amounting to $11.82. 

The Mission Committee of J. E. Moore, W. 
H. Goatcher and J. D. Haynes submitted the fol- 
lowing report: 

"We find that the State Convention is doing 
a two-fold work...aiding weak churches in the sup- 
port of pastors and several missionaries upon the 
field. The indications are that they will have a 
splendid report of a good year's work. 

We find that the General Association also 
has a number of missionaries upon the field, preach- 
ing and organizing churches. They are giving encour- 
aging reports from their work, and the indications 
are, that, they too will report a good year's work. 

We suggest a careful, prayerful consideration 
of work, and Scriptural grounds of each before endors- 
ing either of the above mentioned bodies." 

1904 

The 1904 meeting was held with 
Smithville Church, Lawrence Co. G. B. Borah was 
moderator and Charles T. Arnett was clerk. 

The State Mission Committee was the 
same as the previous year. Their report stated, 
"The General Association had six missionaries 
in the field during the year and during the sum- 
mer has had twelve. The State Convention 
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started out on a basis of $14,000 for state work, 
and has had many missionaries in the field." 

The division in the work showed in the 
report of the Committee on Baptist Literature, 
comprised of H. W. Townsend, R. B. Bellamy, and 
DsBoPenn, That reportread in parte’ THAT... no 
particular denominational literature be recom- 
mended by this body, leaving the Baptists un- 
trammeled as to what denominational papers or 
books they shall read." 


The 1905 meeting was with Tuckerman 
Baptist Church, with G. B. Borah as moderator 
and Charles T. Arnett as clerk. 


After the 11:00 AM Sunday Message an of- 
fering was received for State Missions to be di- 
vided between the Baptist State Convention and 
the General Association. The amount of the of- 
fering was $6.97. 

A new Missionary Committee issued a 
general report which failed to mention either as- 
sociation. An addenda was offered to the general 
report showing the work done by the convention. 
Although this report was listed in the minutes, 
the following note was made, "Two attempts were 
made to obtain this report but failed." 


Church Directory for 1905 


Church Pastor Clerk Post Office 
Alicia W.P. Jackson N.V. McCullogh Alicia 
Big Creek G.L. Ford G.P. Johnson Maxwell 
Black Rock J.N. Robertson H.W. Townsend Black Rock 
Bold Spring L.A. Bain W.M. Watson Strawberry 
Centerville G.B. Borah CC, Mall Kenyon 
Calamine R.B. Bellamy John H. Coke Calamine 
Clear Spring B.F. Holford C.H. Wayland Denton 
Clover Bend Eld. Evans J.W. Gillock Clover Bend 
Imboden W.R. Williams Mrs. C.C. Bacon Imboden 
Jerusalem G.W. James R.E. Penn Strawberry 
Lebanon W.P. Jackson J.P. Goff Smithville 
Little Spring J.E. Diceton G.T. Dicevon Poughkeepsie 
Lone Oak R.B. Bellamy G.T. Pickett Matthews 
Mt. View R.B. Bellamy G.C. Jernigan Mobley 
New Hope G.B. Borah G.H. Walling Denton 
Pleasant Home W.R. Williams H.G. Brady Annieville 
Pleasant Hill J.F. Butler S.W. Price Lynn 
Rings Chapel L.A. Bain G.C. Mobley Emery 
Shiloh J.A. Allison J.D. Haynes Pocahontas 
Smithville G.B. Borah 
Tuckerman none T.D. Klais Tuckerman 
Union G.W. James J.R. Wilson Jesup 
Walnut Ridge none G.E. Gooch Walnut Ridge 
Walnut Grove E.H.C. Kenner C.L. Thorn Walnut Ridge 


1906 

The 1906 Meeting was with Ebenezer Bap- 
tist Church at Mammoth Springs. G. B. Borah 
continued as moderator and Charles T. Arnett as 
clerk. This was the church pastored by Bro. Ar- 
nett. 

Twenty-seven churches were represented 
by messengers. A petitionary letter from Mt. 
Zion Church was approved and the messengers 
were seated. 

R. G. Bowers, secretary of State Missions 
and the Sunday School Board preached at 11 AM 
on Sunday at the Baptist Church. 

The Mission Report was given by a com- 
mittee made up of M. D. Bowers, Charles B. Lee 
and W. E. Lamppary: 

"There are two State bodies seeking the 
co-operation of our churches in state missions. 
We understand they are both doing excellent 
work, and since the sentiment of this body is 


somewhat divided, we recommend the greatest 
liberality through whatever body the churches 
may select. You are referred to the Minutes and 
papers of both bodies for data concerning the 
work." 

The Committee on Baptist Literature also 
gave a neutral report: "Every Baptist home 
should be supplied with as many Baptist periodi- 
cals and papers as they are able to pay for." 


1907 

The 1907 Associational meeting was with 
Pleasant Hill Church. Bro. R. P. Bellamy was 
elected as moderator, and Bro. J. E. Moore was 
elected as clerk. Apparently these elections and 
the report on State Missions indicated a shift in 
direction for the Association. 

Twenty-eight churches were represented 
by messenger. The First Baptist Church, Hoxie, 
was admitted by petitionary letter. 
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The Report of the Committee on State 
Missions read as follows: 

"Now, as we do not believe in or endorse the 
present plan of the State Board and its secretary in 
supplementing the salary of pastors and diverting 
the funds of state missions in paying large salaries to 
other officers, therefore, we, your committee, recom- 
mend that the Spring River Association heartily en- 
dorse the General Association and all our collections 
for State Missions be disbursed through it." 

Respectfully submitted M. D. Bow- 
ers, chairman; R. E. Penn, S. A. Porter 
1908 

Clover Bend Church was host for the 1908 
meeting on Sep. 26-28. R. P. Bellamy was contin- 
ued as moderator and J. E. Moore as clerk. 

Petitionary letters were approved from 
Mt. Olivet and Macedonia # 2 churches. 

A motion prevailed that the circular let- 
ter be eliminated in favor of a doctrinal sermon 
to be preached on Saturday Night. The circular 
letter for this meeting was written by W. T. Jack- 
son and titled "Obstructions to Discipline." 

The Report of the State Mission Commit- 
tee was somewhat conciliatory in making the 
following recommendations: 

"There are two great bodies seeking co-opera- 
tion of our churches in State Missions. We recommend 
that the churches of the Spring River Baptist Asso- 
ciation co-operate with whatever body they may se- 
lect. We also recommend that the body take up a col- 
lection for State Missions, to be divided between the 
two mission bodies." 

This committee consisted of J. C. Penn, W. 
H. Goatcher, and S. H. Clements 


However, the Report on Publications rec- 
ommended the publications of both associations 
with the comment, "The time has come when we 
should have Sunday School literature more in 
harmony with the Bible and Baptist principles 
than we now have published." 


1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with Clear 
Springs Church. The moderator was R. B. Bel- 
lamy and Bro. J. J. Belamy was elected clerk. Eld. 
M. B. Bowers preached the annual sermon. 

Fairview Church in Randolph Co., and 
Old Jackson Church were received into associa- 
tional fellowship. 

At the close of the Sunday A.M. message 
an offering of $21.36 was taken for home mis- 
sions. The offering was equally divided between 
the Association and the Convention. 

The annual circular letter was re-estab- 
lished, with J. J. Bellamy to write the letter. The 
clerk, J. J. Bellamy, concluded the minutes, "We 
were much impressed with the harmony and 
brotherly love that prevailed through the delib- 
erations of this body." 


1910 

The 1910 meeting was with Imboden Bap- 
tist Church, Imboden. M. D. Bowers was elected 
as moderator and J. J. Bellamy served as clerk. 
Visitors included J. S. Rogers from Little Rock. 

The Committee on the Orphan's Homes 
recommended both Texarkana and Monticello 
homes. Apparently, the report on State Missions 
was not given again until the 1914 session. 

1911 

The 1911 meeting was with New Hope at 
Denton. R. P. Bellamy was elected as moderator 
and J. J. Bellamy continued as clerk. 

1912 

Jerusalem Church at Strawberry hosted 
the 1912 meeting. The Portia Church was re- 
ceived by petitionary letter. There was no State 
Missions report. Both Orphans' Homes were rec- 
ommended. 

1913 

The 1913 meeting was held with Fairview 
Church. R. P. Bellamy continued as moderator 
and J. J. Bellamy as clerk. 

Visiting brethren included Eld. J. T. 
Christian, Mission Secretary of the State Con- 
vention, and Eld. J. A. Smith, Missionary of the 
State Association. 

The clerk reported, "The floor being ten- 
dered Brethren J. A. Smith and John T. Chris- 
tian each spoke representing the various objects 
for which they are agents." Eld. Christian 
preached Saturday night and Eld. Smith 
preached Sunday at 11 AM. There was no report 
on State Missions, and both Orphan's Homes 
were recommended. 


1914 

Union Church, Sharp Co., was host for 
the 1914 session. The introductory sermon was 
preached by Eld. Samuel Stratton. Bro. J. J. Bel- 
lamy was elected as moderator and Bro. J. E. 
Moore was elected clerk. 

The clerk wrote, "Very feeling and touch- 
ing talks were made on the death of Bro. R. B. Bel- 
lamy" who had served as moderator for several 
years. "The body voted to place Bro. Bellamy's 
picture with a suitable memorial in the minutes." 


R. B. Bellamy 

R. B. Bellamy was born Feb. 6, 1848 in KY. 
He was baptized and joined the Hopewell Baptist 
Church, and was ordained by Pleasant Grove, Oc- 
tober, 1874. The ordaining presbytery included J. 
W. Townsend, J. M. Hill and B. F. Holford. Ac- 
cording to the clerk, Eld. Bellamy had served 
Pleasant Grove as pastor the greater part of his 
life and died its pastor. 

Included in the tribute paid to Eld. Bel- 
lamy was, "he became so familiar with the scrip- 
tures that he was often styled 'the walking Bible’. 
He served as moderator of this Association for 
many years and he made such a record as to in- 
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carnate himself deep down in the hearts and 
lives of his brethren...." 


Eld. Bellamy died on April 29, 1914. 


Corinth Church was received into the As- 
sociation, and the request of Tuckerman Church 
to be dismissed from the Association was 
granted. 

All the churches reported having Sunday 
Schools during the past year. 

Based on the Orphan's Home report, the 
Association was continuing to recommend and 
support the home at Monticello, which was car- 
ing for 176 children, and the home at Texarkana, 
which was caring for 32 children. The report 
concluded, "This means that we have more than 
200 children dependent upon us for sup- 
port...money should be sent to R. M. Inlow, Little 
Roeck...or to.J. H. Carter, Sup't., Texarkana...” 

A report on State Missions was resumed, 
which concluded, "Therefore, we ask and urge the 
churches of this Association to do all they can in 
sending the Baptist doctrine to all parts where it 
is needed.” 

Members of the committee were J. C. 
Penn, Berel Thompkins, and B. Watkins. 

In the Missionary Baptist Searchlight article 


previously cited, Eld. Charles B. Lee reported29 


that 1914 was "The year of Convention churches 
withdrawing." He stated, "not a Convention 
church was represented at the association 
meeting" [for 1912]. Then in 1914, "Their four 
leading ones represented. Neither Landmarkers 
or Conventionites attempted to do anything. It 
was not a full meeting on either side, but the 
Landmarkers were in charge and so dominated 
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the meeting. Two months later at the call of 

Hoxie and Black Rock, seven town churches or- 

ganized the Black Rock Association." 


1915 

Therefore, beginning with the 1915 meet- 
ing those favoring the State General Association 
were in a majority. This meeting was with Portia 
Baptist Church, in Lawrence Co. J. D. Butler was 
elected as moderator and J. E. Moore continued 
as clerk. 

Visitors included Ben M. Bogard from 
Texarkana and J. A. Smith from Little Rock. Eld. 
Bogard preached both Saturday night and 
Sunday night, and Eld. Smith At 11 AM on Sun- 
day. The clerk noted, "At 7:30 P. M., Bro. Bogard 
preached a strong sermon from the text, I Cor. 
LSS. 

The Committee on the Orphan's Home 
recommended only the home at Texarkana, not- 
ing 32 children were being supported in the 
home. 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported: 

"The State Association of Baptist Churches 
has eight missionaries in Arkansas this year. They 
are doing a great work and the Lord is abundantly 
blessing their labors. We recommend that the 
churches comprising this Association inform them- 
selves about the work and that they contribute of 
their means to the support of these missionaries." 

The report was signed by J. A. Justus. 


The Church Directory for 1915-16 listed 
the following churches: 


Church Post Office Members Pastor 

Big Creek Maxville 29 

Bold Springs Shelbyville 32 

Calamine rota) 

Centerville Maxville 41 J. L. Brown 
Corinth Grange G. W. James 
Clear Springs Denton 120 J. D. Butler 
Clover Bend Denton of 

Fair View Imboden 50 G. B. Borah 
Lebanon Nelsonville 79 

Little Spring Poughkeepsie 4 

Lone Oak Frisbee 60 

Mammoth Springs Frisbee 

Mt. View Mobley 35 J. T. Jones 
Mt. Zion Worrell 36 J. D. Butler 
New Hope Denton 152 F. C. Neely 
Portia Denton 40 Elam Hall 
Pia Grove Annieville 91 G. W. James 
Pa EME Lynn 151 G. W. James 
Rings Chapel Emery 63 J. T. Jones 
Smithville Emery 48 J. L. Brown 
Union Jesup 65 G. W. James 
Walnut Grove Walnut Ridge 28 T. B. Allison 


By September, 1923, the Association ap- 


pears to have ceased all affiliation with the State 


Tako) 
Convention. This meeting was held at Little 
Springs in Poughkeepsie. Bro. R. E. Penn served 
as moderator and Bro. Claude Crigler as clerk. 

The Report of the Committee on Literature 
made up of F. M. Biggs, B. T. Curtis, and Warren 
Landers, reported: "We recommend the reading of 
the Bible and church papers...We recommend the 
Baptist and Commoner, our state paper." 

The Report of the Committee on Home 
missions made up of C. A. Meridith, W. A. 
Watkins and! Di,B> Penns stated) 3. since, the 
Landmark Baptist Churches have the only au- 
thority to preach the Gospel of our Lord to the 
world...We recommend that the pastor of each 
church insist that all members co-operate in the 
work, and send their contributions to E. A. 
Gilbert, Texarkana, Texas." 

The Committee Report on the Orphans' 
Home stated, "It is gratifying to know that the As- 
sociational Baptists own and operate an Or- 
phans' Home at Texarkana..." 

This report was made by Edgar Wilkerson, 
S. Stratton, and J. R. Norman. 


The Sunday School Committee Report 
recommended "that each church maintain a good 
Sunday School, as nearly as possible, throughout 
the year, and use our own literature as furnished 
by the Baptist Sunday School Committee of 
Texarkana..." 

C. A. Meridith, S. Stratton, and B. H. Wil- 
son were the committee members. 


Therefore, it should be obvious that by 
1923 the Spring River Association was fully sup- 
porting the State Association, and the General 
Association, soon to become the American Bap- 
tist Association. 


Merely for histories' sake we will include 
information from the Sixtieth Annual Session 
in 1928. This session convened with Jerusalem 
Church at Strawberry. Bro. R. E. Penn served as 
moderator and Bro. Charles B. Lee as clerk-trea- 
surer. 

Bro. Ben M. Bogard preached the intro- 
ductory message. Cave City Baptist Church was 
received by petitionary letter. 

Eld. Edgar Wilkerson was elected to 
preach the annual message in 1929. At that time 
he was pastor of Cave City, Corinth, Lebanon, 
and Mt. View churches. 

The report on Interstate and Foreign Mis- 
sions submitted by W. D. Seagraves, Walter Grif- 
fin, and L. S. Nichols stated, "The American Bap- 
tist Association is an association of Baptist 
Churches who willingly co-operate in doing mis- 
sion work. We have several good men on the 
fields...Each church should have a part in sup- 
porting them regularly." 

The report on Literature submitted by 
Mrs. L. S. Nichols and Mrs. Burley Clemens 
stated, "There are a great many good books such 
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as those written by J. R. Graves...The Baptist and 
Commoner is a good sound religious paper. Our 
Sunday School literature published by A. B. A 
should be used." 


The Ministerial Directory listed: 

J. D. Butler;) Portia; SH Clements; 
Ravenden; G. W. Helms, Smithville; W. R. Jones, 
Poughkeepsie; Charles B. Lee, Smithville; L. J. 
Lee, Driftwood; J. H. Piper, St. Louis, MO; W. M. 
Raney, Saffell; Sam Stratton, Smithville; W. A. 
Watkins, Grange; Edgar Wilkerson, Cave City. 


Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 
Zion 
Please see the Rocky Bayou Association 
for information on Antioch MBC. 


Little Springs Baptist Church 
Poughkeepsie 
Little Springs MBC was organized in 1851 
by the side of two small springs on the Elbert 
Ryan Simpson Farm, two miles north of Pough- 


keepsie.4! The first known pastors were John 
Johnson and Mordecai Halliburton. 

Other early preachers were John M. Hill, 
R. B. Belamy and J. L. Brown. Early pastors were 
W. E. "Zeke" Sherrill, C. W. McDonald, Ben M. 
Bogard, F. M. Williams, Riley Jones, G. W. Helms, 
Edgar Wilkerson, and James Johnson. 

The church was moved to Poughkeepsie 
about 1902 or 1903. The land for the church was 
taken from land owned by "Doc" Taylor, and the 
first building was built in part by him. This 
building remained until 1939, when a new cob- 
blestone structure was built. 


Little Springs Church 


In 1938 Ben M. Bogard held a two-week 
revival, and 23 were saved and baptized in nearby 
Strawberry River (including Edealee Gay Simp- 
son, who gave the information for this history). 

Bro. Bogard recommended several stu- 
dents from the Seminary. The church called Bro. 
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L. D. Foreman for half-time. He also pastored 
First Baptist, Cave City. The church started to 
grow and work was begun on the structure of a 
new building, but due to World War II, it was not 
completed until 1943. Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1956, and a baptistery and fellowship 
hall were added in 1976. 


Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
Lynn 

The Pleasant Hill MBC was organized in 
1871, under the sponsorship of New Hope MBC. 
Eld. David E. Hunt, was the missionary. 

The members went from house to house 
until a building was built. The first building was 
a log building, which was also used as a school. 
James and Jane Williams deeded five acres of 
land to the deacons, William Adams, William 
Fortenberry, W.G. Lewsaw and their successor of- 
ficers. To correct an error in placing the first 
building, Mrs. Jane Williams donated an addi- 
tional two acres in 1882. 

The second building was about 30 X 60, 
double doors in the front, and a single door to the 
right of the pulpit that led to the cemetery. All 
Sunday School classes were held in the one-room 
building. This building was torn down in Nov., 
1954. 

The present building was built soon after. 
The T-shaped cobblestone structure included a 30 
X 60 auditorium and four class rooms. The build- 
ing was completed by June, 1955. 

The church built a parsonage in 1970, and 
a Fellowship Hall in 1980. 

Early pastors of Pleasant Hill included 
Elders B.L. Holford, G.B. Borah, George W. James, 
RB. Bellamy, J.P. Butter.) .E. Sherrill, -—J.L. 
Brown, and W.E. Sherrill. 

The first record of a Sunday School was in 
1897. 


Mt. View Missionary Baptist Church 
Cave City 

Mt. View MBC was organized in October, 
1874, out of the Bold Springs Church, about 4 
miles to the west. The Bold Springs Church was 
organized in 1833. 

Eld. D.E. Hunt was moderator and the 
first pastor. Isaiah Warren was the first clerk, 
and W. W. Crabtree was ordained as a deacon the 
day after the church was organized. 

Other charter members were E.D. 
Matthews, Robert M. Beard, F. L. Barnwell, Polk 
McGee, John Dawson, Peter Goodwin, James 
Wasson, Ambers Jones, J.S. Jernigan, C. M. Hunt, 
W. Hatfield, and Elijah Campbell. 

Other early pastors were Elders David 
Wagster, G.B. Borah, R.B. Bellamy, R.B. Bain, J.L. 
Brown, M.D. East, J.R. Moxley, George W. James, 
Charlie Tibbles, John White, J.T. Jones, Riley 
Jones, Berry Wilson, and Edgar Wilkerson. 


The church first met in a school building 
about .25 mile from the present location. Land 
for a church building was purchased in Decem- 
ber, 1875 and the building was completed late in 
1877 or early in 1878. 

The present building, at the same loca- 
tion, was started in 1941, and was dedicated in 
April, 1942. Sunday School rooms were added in 
1955 and 1967. In 1972 the church added more 
rooms and a fellowship hall. The first parsonage 
was built in 1947. The present parsonage was 
purchased in 1984. 

Mt. View met with the White River Valley 
Association in July, 1878, and began representa- 
tion in the Spring River Assoc. in 1880. 

The first Sunday School was organized in 
1918, and B.T.C. in 1949. 


Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church 
Nelsonville 

Lebanon MBC was organized either in 
1882 or 1883. The early records were destroyed by 
fire. The church petitioned the Association at the 
1883 meeting. 

The first church building was near the 
present location. On Sep. 23, 1887, I.N. and Char- 
ity Sparks gave 3.5 acres to the Lebanon Church. 
A wooden building was erected. 

The old building served well. It was torn 
down in 1946 and a native stone building was 
erected. Later, Sunday School rooms were added, 
then a fellowship hall and restrooms. 

Early pastors of the church were G.L. 
Ford, John White, G.W. Helm, J.B. Johnson, 
Lloyd Perry, Lidell Watkins, James Wilcox, Le- 
man Dobbins, and Kenneth Bazaar. 


Jerusalem Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church, Strawberry 


Jerusalem LMBC was organized in the 
summer of 1884 under a brush arbor near Reeds 
Creek. It was located about a mile below the 
bridge between Strawberry and Jesup. Bro. George 
Borah was the first pastor. 

Charter members were: Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse Croom, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Penn, Mr. 
and Mrs. William Rainey, Mr. and Mrs. Matt Er- 
win, Mrs. Martha J. Little, Mr. Isaiah Norman, 
and Mr. Bob Durham. 

When cool weather arrived, the church 
met in the homes of the members. On July 25, 
1885, Mrs. Martha J. Little deeded land near the 
Jerusalem Cemetery to the church. The building 
was used for school and church until it was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1900. 

A frame building was erected at Straw- 
berry on the hill south of the present gymnasium. 
It stood there for 30 years until it was torn down 
and the present cobble stone building was erected. 
This building was dedicated in April of 1930 with 
Bro. J.L. Brown preaching the dedicatory sermon. 


1a 

Other early pastors included Elders 
George W. James, Walter Griffin, John White, 
Travis Hubbard, Dayle Capell, B.H. Wilson, Ed- 
ward Byrd, J. L. Causey and Robert Wilson. 


Corinth Missionary Baptist Church 
Grange 

Corinth MBC was organized on Oct. 5, 
1913. The following from Calamine MBC were 
charter members: Moses McGinness, Melor 
McGinnis, A. J. McGinness, Marget McGinness, 
Grandville King, Sarah King, P.A. McCrackin, 
W.P. McCrackin, G.H. McCrackin, Ada Mc- 
Crackin, Sally Taylor and Macy McGinness. 

After the church was organized, the fol- 
lowing came by letter: J.F. Butler, Magie Butler, 
W.V. Shaver, P.J. Johnson, Effie Street, Nan 
Johnson, Bells Philps, A.W. King, Allie King, 
John Butler, Susan Butler, E.D. Butler, and Oma 
Butler; by recommendation: Marion James; and 
by experience and baptism: Bertie Watkins, Mary 
King, A.F. King, Davie McGinness, Ardell Mc- 
Crackin, Verler Butler, Lizzie Crownover and 
Charley Philps. 

The church property was donated by 
Moses McGinness. The original building burned 
in 1927. Meetings were held for a while in the 
Grange school house, and then on alternate Sun- 
days in the Crossroads Methodist Church. 

A building fund for a new building made 
of fieldstone was started at the Feb. 20, 1944 
business meeting. Sunday School rooms, and a 
fellowship hall have been added. 

Bro. George W. James was the first pastor. 
Other pastors include Brethren Lloyd Perry, 
Ladell Watkins, Fred M. Vining, Alvis Moore, 
James Wilcox, James Johnson, Theodore Lan- 
ders and Delmer Shirley. 


Maxville Missionary Baptist Church 
Cave City 

Maxville MBC was organized Sep. 23, 
1926, by fifteen members from Antioch MBC, 
near Zion. The letter stated: "This is to certify 
that the following named members of Antioch 
MBC of Christ who are in good standing are 
hereby dismissed from us to organize a church of 
the same faith and order." 

These members were Albert Watkins, G. D. 
Vance, G. M. Vance, G. C. King, Alum Miller, U. B. 
Vance, Annie Ballard, Maxie Gay, Maud Miller, 
Missie Johnson, Manie Ring, Alma Provence, 
Ana Finley, Gracie Vance, and Roseta Suggs. 

The presbytery was Brethren F. B. 
Williams, moderator; L. E. Williams, clerk; S. K. 
Martin, I. O. Ford, W. E. Williams, and T. M. 
Wright. 

The present church building was con- 
structed in 1972. The fellowship hall was added 
in the early 1980's. An additional 8 acres of land 
joining the church property was purchased in 
1985. 
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Saffell Missionary Baptist Church 


Saffell 

The Saffell MBC was organized January 
13, 1946. The Jerusalem MBC and the Union 
MBC extended their hands in the organization. 
The people had been holding services in the old 
Harmony School House since 1943. Sunday 
School was started in October of 1945. Bro. Albert 
Garner was the first preacher for the congrega- 
tion. 

The charter members were Bro. Joe 
Smith, Sis. Frances Arkansas Smith, Bro. Wess 
Anderson, Sis. Leona Anderson, Bro. Wess 
Smith, Sis. Eula Howard, Sis. Mary Erwin, and 
Sis. Beatrice Harris. 

Later services were held in the Lane The- 
ater until a church building was completed in 
1947. The building was made of field stones, and 
was first used with a dirt floor; the seats were 
planks on blocks of wood. In later years class- 
rooms were added to the rear of the building. 

A three-bedroom parsonage was built in 
1967 on land donated by Bro. and Sis. Arthur 
McLaughlin. 

In 1975 the church was moved to Highway 
25, next to the parsonage. The land for the church 
building was donated by Bro. and Sis. Noel 
Roberts. 

Other early pastors included Brethren Ce- 
cil Lewallen, J. A. Sheppard, T.C. Miller, B.J. 
Watson, M.E. Moore, Hubert Owens, Joe Schutz, 
and Bobby Miller. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Jonesboro 

Calvary Baptist Mission was organized 
under the authority of Holly Springs MBC, Star 
City on Sep. 10, 1982. 

Bro. Leo Candler conducted the first ser- 
vice. The first pastor was Bro. Cliff Candler from 
Oct. 17, 1982 until June 6, 1984. Bro. Lowe Stone 
was pastor from Sep. 2, 1984 to Aug. 9, 1987, and 
Bro. Wilton I. Wager has been pastor since Nov. 
15, 1987, 

Holly Springs was the general sponsoring 
church. However, First MBC of Mabelvale finan- 
cially supported Bro. Lowe Stone as mission-pas- 
tor. 

The property was purchased on Jan. 16, 
1982, and a bid was accepted for the building on 
June 24, 1984. The 60 foot Geodesic dome build- 
ing was dedicated on April 13, 1985. 

The church was organized on October 5, 
1985, with the following 97 members: John Bor- 
den, Charles Burge, Retha Burge, Myrtle Burge, 
Roy Croom, Alden Gay, Helen Gay, Athel Landers, 
Joe Lingo, Onita Lingo, Mark Robinson, Robert 
Robinson, Ruth Robinson, Debra Shaw, Rick 
Shaw, Betty Tillman, Dwight Tillman, Lory 
Tillman, Marsha Tillman, Brad Wells, Wilma 
Wells, Ricky Morgan, Gayla Morgan, Liz Croom, 
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Barbara Gay, Billy Carter, Ona Brewer, I.R. Nor- 
man, Ruby Norman, Susan Boyd, John Peaster, 
Vinnielee Peaster, Mavis Harris, Linda 
Wilkowsky, Jerry Allen, Sue Ann Allen, Gloria 
Brimhall, Terry Brimhall, Linda McFarland, 
Gary McFarland, Angie Clairday, LeAnn Clair- 
day, Carolyn Province, Jimmie Green, Willis 
Green, Rodney Smith, Maxine Smith, Leona 
Cover, Gomer Branscum, Alice Branscum, James 
Branscum, Cledia Branscum, Mildred Watson, 
Gertie Zinn, Dizzie Gammill, Marsha Hill, Stan 
Hill, Velma Rainbolt, Kevin Rainbolt, Jeff Rain- 
bolt, Jennifer Cook, Nancy Branscum, Mike 
Branscum, Susie Roach, Junior Roach, Laberta 
Stout, Warren Stout, E. Lowe Stone, Beverly 
Stone, Tony Stone, Sue Haggenmacher, Sharon 
Crigler, Fern Brimhall, Lawrence Brimhall, 
Kathy Limpach, Kathleen Love, Tina Young, 
Frank Love, Jr., Gary Cook, Betty Haggenmacher, 
Jason Harris, David Cossey, Jennece Cossey, 
Marcus Stout, Jean Davis, Lela Tanksley, Shelly 
Oliver, Wesley Oliver, Selma Fisher, Al Fisher, 
Aaron Pettit, Chris Allen, Irene Travis, Marie 
Johnson, Jim Johnson, Donald Johnson, and 
Bobby Stone. 


1}. S. Rogers, pp. 309-310. 

2Eld. W. M. Karr was moderator of the Rocky Bayou 
Association from about 1841 until 1846. 

SpatowG Watson, "Recollections of Arkansas,” 
Arkansas Evangel, Sep. 21, 1881. 

481d. Wallace later did mission work in the Grant 
Co. area, leading in the organization of Shiloh and 
Spring Hill churches, and then further south in the 
state. 

Sipe Si Watson, "Recollections of Arkansas," 
Arkansas Evangel, Sep. 21, 1881. 


doles 


©In the table included in the 1873 minute, several 
churches were listed with a Smithville post office. 
Based on information in the biographical sketch, this 
must refer to New Hope Church. However, an organi- 
zation date of 1844 was given for New Hope. 


Spring River and Hopewell were in the original As- 
sociation. The date for Springhill was not given, and 
a date of 1844 was given for Hopewell. 


8y, S. Rogers, History of Arkansas Baptists, pp. 309- 
310. 


I Charles B. Lee, "History of Spring River Associa- 
tion, Missionary Baptist Searchlight, Dec. 25, 1956, 
p. 7. Bro. Smith was personally acquainted with "Un- 
cle John Goodwin," of Smithville, who was baptized 
by Eld. Orr in 1828 for New Hope Church, and was a 
charter member of the Smithville Church in 1844. 
10y, B. Searcy, Baptist Advance, Nov. 9, 1911, p. 9. 
1 1information on the 1876 and 1880 sessions was taken 
from the 1968 Yearbook of the Spring River Associa- 
tion, which featured a Centennial history of the As- 
sociation, prepared by Mrs. Nadine Milligan. 

Eld. D. E. Hunt was born in Davidson Co., NC. 
He was ordained in 1872 at Pleasant Hill, NC., and 
pastored there for two years. He was pastor of Mt. 
View from 1874-1877. Other churches pastored were 
Evening Shade, Calamine, Union # 2, Pleasant Grove, 
New Hope 1888-1896, and Bold Springs 1898-. 


12a biographical sketch of Elder Thomas Garrett 
was included in Spencer's History of Kentucky Bap- 
tist, IL, p. 590. 

13), S. Rogers, p. 189. 

14), S. Rogers, p. 235. 

1 Leroy Carson Tedford, History of the Current River 
Association. Tedford was pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Corning, and clerk of the Current River Asso- 
ciation. 

16Leroy Carson Tedford, pp. 65-66. 

17Charles B. Lee, "History of Spring River Associa- 
tion", Missionary Baptist Searchlight, Dec. 25, 1956, 
pe: 

18), B. Searcy, Baptist Advance, Nov. 9, 1911, p. 9. 

1 Iw. A. Clark, "Arkansas Baptist History," 
Arkansas Baptist, Vol. XVII, Jan. 13, 1897, p. 1. 
20Charles B. Lee, Dez 


21The 1873 Minute of the Association gave an 1847 
date for organization of the church 


Bartholomew Baptist Association 


On October 5, 1850, messengers from 
seven churches met at Clear Creek Baptist 
Church, near the present site of Monticello, Drew 
Co., AR for the purpose of organizing an Associa- 


tion. | 

Eld. John Meek preached the introductory 
sermon. Eld. Benaiah Carroll was elected Mod- 
erator, Eld. Y. R. Royal Clerk-and H: Rogers 
Treasurer. 

The following churches and their messen- 
gers composed the body: 

Beech Creek, Ashley Co., 8 members, sent 
B. Williams and W. T. Hogue. 

Flat Creek, Ashley Co., 44 members, sent 
Madison J. Denson and L. Deal 

Holly Springs, Bradley Co., 14 members, 
sent H. Bryant and W. N. Hislib 

Shady Grove, Bradley Co., 18 members, 
sent N. R. Davis, James Hawthorn, and M. Mc- 
Clendon 

Clear Creek, Drew Co., 60 members, sent 
Benaiah Carroll, William C. Conley, and H. 
Rogers. 

Milton, Drew Co., 49 members, sent Uriah 
H. Parker, William T. Everett and William B. 
Daniel 

Seven Mile, Drew Co., 13 members, sent Y. 
R. Royal, H. P. Jones, and John Hanley. 

The following committee was appointed 
to draft a constitution, Rules of Decorum, and Ar- 
ticles of Faith: William B. Daniel, M. McClendon, 
M. J. Denson,?2 H. Jones, H. Bryant, B. Williams, 
H. Rogers and Y. R. Royal. 

The following brethren preached on Sun- 
day: Y. R. Royal, Acts 17:31; U. H. Parker from 
John 12:36; John Meek from Romans 1:17; and 
Benaiah Carroll from Heb. 3:3. 

An Association Board was composed of 
one member from each church, as follows: H. 
Bryant, F. Clement, William B. Daniel, M. Deal, 
J. Hanley, M. McClendon, and B. Williams. 

The Association adjourned to meet with 
the Milton Church, Drew Co., in Sep., 1851. Eld. 
B. Carroll was to preach the introductory sermon 
and Eld. Y. R. Royal was to preach the missionary 
sermon. Eld. U. H. Parker was the alternate for 
both speakers selected. 


In 1846 Eld. Benaiah Carroll was pastor 


of a church near what is now Monticello. He? was 
the father of two great preachers: Dr. B. H. Car- 
roll, who wrote The Trail of Blood, and Dr. J. M. 
Carroll, editor of the New Testament Interpreta- 
tion commentary, and founder and_ president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

The Milton Church, Drew Co., was orga- 
nized before 1850. 


Flat Creek, Ashley Co., with 63 members, 
was organized August, 1845 on Flat Creek, about 
one mile east of Fountain Hill, by Eld. Young R. 
Royal and a few others. The charter members 
were Isaac N. Denson and his wife, Casandra, 
(who were grandparents of Eld. N. C. Deason), Al- 
bert Denson and wife, Emily, (who were parents 
of Brother N. C.), Rufus K. Denson, brother to 
Albert, Thomas Watkins and Eld. Y. R. Royal. 
Eld. Royal was the first pastor and Dr. B. H. Car- 
roll's father was the second pastor for six or 
seven years. 

The first building was a log house. It was 
torn down in 1868, and a small frame building 
was erected at the present site of Flat Creek Ceme- 
tery. This building was replaced in 1900 by a 
building which burned in 1920. Then the church 
moved to Fountain Hill and erected another 
building in 1922. 

In 1945, when the church was 100 years 
old, the name was changed to First Baptist of 
Fountain Hill. 

Clear Creek, Drew Co., was organized in 
1850 or earlier. 

Seven Mile, Drew Co., was organized in 
1850. 

Salem, Drew Co. was organized in 1850. 

Beech Creek, Ashley Co., with eight mem- 
bers, sent B. Williams and W. T. Hogue (not men- 
tioned by Rogers) 

Shady Grove, Bradley Co., was probably 
organized in 1849. J. S. Rogers (p. 340) stated 
Shady Grove had 44 members and 15 baptized 
that year. He also stated the church was orga- 
nized in 1843 by Uriah H. Parker. 

Rogers also mentioned (p. 340) a Fellow- 
ship Church, that was organized in 1846 in Ash- 
ley Co. Holly Springs in Bradley Co., 16 members, 
organized in 1850; Bartholomew Church in Ash- 
ley Co, organized in 1850, six members, and 
Black Oak Church in Ashley Co, possibly orga- 


nized in 1849. In 1849 Elders Pratt+ and Meek of 
Union Co. held a revival at Flat Creek and bap- 
tized 14. 


1852 

The 1852 session of the Association met 
with Shady Grove Church in Bradley Co. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. Thomas D. Armstrong, a visitor from the 
Concord Assoc. in Louisiana. 

Mt. Zion Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. 

Eld. Uriah H. Parker was elected as 
Moderator, J. W. Jarrett was elected as Clerk and 
Ambrose Bull was elected as Treasurer. 

Others preaching included Elders J. S. 
Wood from Matt. 24:44 and Benaiah Carroll from 
Luke 14:18. 
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The Committee on Sabbath Schools made 
note of Union Sabbath Schools at Monticello, 
Pleasant Hill, and Fountain Hill, but no refer- 
ence was made to Sunday Schools in any of the 
churches. 

At this session the Association was di- 
vided into districts: 

1. Milton, Flat Creek, Holly Springs of 
Ashley Co, and Beech Creek, 

2. Clear Creek, Seven Mile, Salem of Drew 
Co., and Bartholomew of Desha Co, 

3. Holly Springs of Bradley Co, and Shady 
Grove and Mt. Zion of Calhoun Co. 

The following resolution was_ passed, 
"That the Association is of opinion that the 
Tennessee Baptist, edited by J. R. Graves of 
Nashville, is a faithful exponent of Baptist prin- 
ciples. We therefore cordially recommend it to 
the churches of this body." 

The 1853 meeting was to be held with Flat 
Creek in Ashley Co., with Eld. U. H. Parker to 
preach the Introductory Sermon, and Eld. Bena- 
iah Carroll to preach the Missionary Sermon. 

The Association set a time and place for 
Ministers and Deacons Meetings at Milton 
Church, Holly Springs in Ashley Co., Holly 
Springs in Bradley Co., and Salem in Drew Co. 

1860 

The 1860 minutes were printed, but the 
church and location of the meeting were not 
given. Thanks was tendered to Bro. P. R. Smith 
for ... the manner in he presided over this Associ- 
ation during the last three sessions. 

Eld. U. H. Parker® was elected as Mod- 


erator and Eld. Y. R. Royal® was elected as Clerk- 
treasurer. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. Henry Simms from Matt. 24:9. 

Bethlehem, Sand Creek, Saline, and 
Seven Mile churches presented petitionary let- 
ters. This is either another Seven Mile, or the 
church by the same name may have been reorga- 
nized. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders W. Phillips, a visitor from the Bayou Macon 
Assoc., and R. F. Mattison, the Missionary Ser- 
mon. 

The report on Sabbath Schools read, "We 
cannot attach too much importance to this sub- 
ject. The Sabbath School is the nursery of the 
church, and the place where we can best impress 
upon the minds of our Children the necessity of 
early piety. Observation and experience teach us 
the entire futility of Union Sabbath Schools, 
where every feature of our denominational pecu- 
liarities is studiously avoided, and where the 
minds are insidiously tinctured with error. We 
therefore recommend...that we advise our 
churches to organize Sabbath Schools in their 
own houses, and employ suitable teachers of our 
own members." 

The report on Education recommended 
"our brethren to establish and endow at least one 


first class college in our state, and aid in the edu- 
cation of our young ministers." It should be noted 
this recommendation was several years in reach- 
ing its objective. A major interruption was the 
Civil War. In 1871 the Saline Association recom- 
mended students attend Mississippi College, 
Clinton, MS. 

The 28 churches represented reported 47 
baptisms, and a total of 893 members, including 
53 blacks. It should be noted the slaves usually 
attended the church of their "masters". Although 
they were baptized and actually held member- 
ship, separate services were usually conducted on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Churches reporting that year that became 
SBC were: Antioch, Beech Creek, Ebenezer, Fel- 
lowship, Flat Creek (Fountain Hill), Hamburg, 
Holly Springs, Mt. Olive # 1, Mt. Zion, and 
Saline. 

Churches reporting in 1860 that became 
Landmark were Egypt and Shady Grove. The 
Egypt church, oldest present member of the 
Bartholomew Landmark Assoc., was represented 
by A. T. Thompson, W. P. Agae, and I. L. Carline, 
with C. W. Kinard as pastor. The church listed 30 
members, including 3 blacks. Another source 
stated the Egypt Church was organized in 1849, as 
the third oldest church in Ashley Co., and the Mt. 
Olive Church was organized in 1859. 

This interesting resolution was passed, 
"That we invite Elders J. R. Graves, J. M. Pendle- 
ton, and A. C. Dayton to meet with and preach for 
us at our next Association." Certainly, this reso- 
lution indicates the Association was "Landmark" 
in 1860. 

Elders U. H. Parker and J. S. Wood were 
recommended to do local mission work. 

According to the 1860 Minute, the 1861 
session was to be held with the Flat Creek 
Church. Eld. R. F. Mattison was to preach the in- 
troductory sermon, with Eld. C. W. Kinard as the 
alternate. Eld. Y. R. Royal was to preach the mis- 
sionary sermon, with Eld. B. C. Hyatt as the al- 
ternate. 

The Civil War caused an interruption in 
most churches and associations. The next Minute 
is of the 1865 meeting. 

1865 

The 1865 meeting was held with Beulah 
Church in Drew Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. W. P. Ketchin. 

Eld. Y. R. Royal was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. B. C. Hyatt was elected as Clerk-Trea- 
surer. 


Elders B. C. Hyatt and J. B. Searcy’ were 
appointed to write an essay on the observance of 
the Sabbath. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders J. B. Searcy, Y. R. Royal, and H. Sims. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Liberty, Judson, and Pine Bluff As- 
sociations. 
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1866 

The Association met with Mt. Zion 
Church, Ashley Co., in 1866. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. John S. Wood from 
John 19:12. 

Eld. Y. R. Royal was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. John Hill was re-elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Received by petitionary letters were Gilgal 
Church, Drew Co., and New Prospect Church, 
Ashley Co. 

Preaching on Sunday was done by Elders 
J. B. Searcy, B. C. Hyatt, and J. J. Duboise. 

The churches reported 163 baptisms, with 
Ebenezer reporting 45. Eld. U. H. Parker was pas- 
tor. Ten churches reported 56 colored members. 

The following Query was received from 
Beech Creek, "Is dancing a sin, and if so, where 
does the Scriptures forbid it?" The answer, "Ev- 
erywhere." 

Another query was, "Is it right for mem- 
bers of a church to engage in card playing for past 
time or amusement?" The answer, "It is not. " 

One historical note, "One interesting 
thing about this minute and on through the years 
was that not a bitter note was ever sounded. You 
would never guess from the minutes that there 
had been a war between the states." 

1867 

The 1867 meeting was held with Ebenezer 
Church, Bradley Co. Eld. B. C. Hyatt preached the 
introductory sermon from Matt. 10:7. 

Eld. U. H. Parker was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. A. W. Files as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Enon Church, Dorsey Co., (now Bradley) 
and Tyro Church, Drew Co., were received by peti- 
tionary letters. 

Others preaching included Elders J. R. 
Chambers from Isa. 63:1, M. Y. Moran from John 
8:32, and W. M. Lea from John 15:14. 

The Report on Colored Population stated, 
"We recommend to the churches of this associa- 
tion to continue to receive and administer the or- 
dinances of the Gospel to them as heretofore until 
such times as their members are sufficient to jus- 
tify the organization of them into churches, and 
they should be taught by us to work to that end." 

It was noted that Eld. Y. R. Royal had 
passed away during the year. Eld. B. C. Hyatt was 
appointed to write an obituary. 

1868 

The 1868 meeting was held with Tyro Bap- 
tist Church in Drew County. Eld. J. R. Chambers 
preached the Introductory Sermon from James 
1:27, titled "Pure Religion." 

Judson, Trinity, and New Zion churches 
came into the Association. The Judson Church 
voted to leave the Association in 1950. 

Bro. Benjamin Collins was elected as 
Moderator and Bro. A. W. Files was re-elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 


Others preaching included Elders Hogan 
Allen, "Walk While Ye Have Light" from John 
12:35; N. P. More, "Prove All Things" from I 
Thess. 5:21; B. C. Hyatt, "Search the Scriptures" 
from John 5:39; W. M. Lea, "Thy Will Be Done in 
Earth" from Matt. 6:10, and J. V. McCullock from 
Matt. 16:18. 

A resolution was adopted favoring the 
publication of the Arkansas Baptist beginning 
about Nov. 12.,..."fully realizing the importance 
and necessity of an organ of intercommunication 
for our denomination in this state... 

"Therefore, be it resolved that we heartily 
commend these Brethren and the enterprise...and 
that we will do all in our power to extend the cir- 
culation, and sustain the said Arkansas Baptist 


in the bounds of this association."® 
1869 

The 1869 session was held with First 
Baptist in Hamburg. The introductory sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. V. McCullock from I Cor. 
15:58. 

Eld. U. H. Parker was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. A. W. Files was re-elected as Clerk-Trea- 
surer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Friendship, Hopewell, Place Level, Prairie Grove, 
and Ruth churches. The Ruth Church was com- 
posed of women only. Acceptance of this church 
was deferred to the Monday session; however, the 
church was approved for membership. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders Hogan Allen from Rev. 3:20, U. H. Parker 
from Psalm 50:14-15, J. B. Searcy from Luke 
22:28-30, J. F. Griffin from Col. 3:3-4, and J. R. 
Chambers from Jude 3. 

1870 

The 1870 session was held with Trinity 
Church, near Warren. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. B. Searcy from I Tim. 
aiLb:. 

Eld. U. H. Parker was re-elected as Moder- 
ator and Eld. J. D. Rasberry was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Churches received by petitionary letter 
included: Concord Church, Bradley Co., near 
Marsden; Concord Church in Chicot Co.; Lake 
Village Church; and a Selma and Macedonia 
Church. 

Others preaching included Elders J.V.B. 
Waldrop from Eph. 1:13, M. Y. Morgan from I Cor. 
11:2; J..F.. Griffins from, Luke: 1635; sand “A.M: 
Simms from Pro. 18:24. 


1871 

The 1871 session was with First Baptist 
Church of Monticello. This church had been for- 
merly known as Providence Church. 

The Introductory message was preached 
by Eld. J. D. Rasberry from Matt. 5:13-14. 

Churches received by petitionary letters 
included First Baptist, Monticello: another 
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Hopewell (another Hopewell petitioned in 1869) 
Bethel; Mt. Mariah, and Oak Grove. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected Moderator 
and Eld. W. A. Files was re-elected as Clerk-Trea- 
surer. 


’ 


Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. T. Craig from Acts 2:37, B. C. Hyatt from 
John 3:16, M. Y. Moran from John 14:6; J. S. 
Wood from Isa. 26:10; R. M. Thrasher from I 
anes 5:21. 

The historian reported, "Bro. B. C. Hyatt 
brought in a wonderful report on associational 
Missions. He put the responsibility on the pas- 
tory 

"At the 1870 session Brethren Searcy, 
Moran and Smith were appointed to bring in a 
paper on Catholicism. The paper they brought 
was a masterpiece." 

The Association voted to cooperate with 
the State Convention Mission Board. 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
recommended The Tennessee Baptist, edited by 
Dr. J. R. Graves. They said that every Baptist fam- 
ily should read the paper. 


1872 

The 1872 session (Twenty-second Annual) 
met with Promise Land Baptist Church, Ashley 
Co. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. Moses Green from Heb. 5:12. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. A. W. Files was re-elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

New Hope # 2, Hickory Grove, Pleasant 
Union and Zion Churches presented petitionary 
letters and were received. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders R. P. Smith and J. B. Searcy. 

The Committee on Destitution, chaired by 
Eld. J. V. B. McCullock, called attention to the 
destitution in the churches. Most were fourth 
time and missed even those services due to the 
weather. They recommended comfortable build- 
ings and half or full-time preaching. 

The Sunday School report was made by 
Eld. J. D. Rasberry. The churches were urged to 
organize Sunday Schools, and the adults were 
urged to attend and encourage the young. The 
Sunday School paper, "Kind Words," was recom- 
mended. 

Messengers were appointed to represent 
the Association at a State Sunday School Con- 
vention which was to be held at Pleasant Hill 
Church, Pulaski Co., July, 1873. Brethren M. Y. 
Moran, Moses Green, J. B. Edwards, E. H. Owen, 
and J. B. Searcy were appointed. 

1873 

The 1873 session of the Association was 
held with Antioch Church, at Gravel Ridge, in 
Bradley County. The Annual Sermon was 
preached by Bro. John S. Wood from Matt. 28:19- 
20. 


Aca 

Churches received by petitionary letters 
were Central Church and Unity Church in Ashley 
Co. 

Eld. B. C. Hyatt was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. William F. Mack was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Others preaching at this session were EI- 
ders Hogan Allen from Rom. 8:15-17, S. Gardner 
from John 14:23, and J. V. B. Waldrop from Rom. 
10:4. 

Several churches from the northern part 
of this association and the southern part of the 
Pine Bluff Association joined together to orga- 
nize the Friendship Association, which was rec- 
ognized by the Bartholomew Association. 

On the Saturday night a Sunday School 
mass meeting was held and a Sunday School 
Convention was organized. 

1874 

The Association met with the Beulah 
Church in Drew Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. Hogan Allen from Rev. 2:10. 

Eld. John S. Wood was elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. M. S. Kinnard was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Others preaching at this session were E]- 
ders J. L. Hollis from Luke 19:10, and T. J. Rooke 
from I John 5:4. The missionary sermon was 
preached by Eld. J. D. Rasberry from Rom. 10:13- 
14. 

Sunday afternoon Eld. James Nelson 
from Mississippi preached on the "Call to the 
Ministry" and pleaded the cause of ministerial 
education, from Luke 9:57-62. After which 
pledges were taken for a dormitory, known as 
"The Stewards Hall", for young preachers at Mis- 
sissippi College. A total of $254.00 was pledged. 
Eld. Nelson preached Sunday night on "Christian 
Consecration" from I Cor. 3:23. 

On Monday Eld. J. D. Rasberry read the 
mission report. Two resolutions were passed: 
first that the messengers try to get as much as 
fifty (50) cents per member in each church for as- 
sociational missions, and second that a secretary 
of missions be elected to keep the matter con- 
stantly before the churches, collect funds and su- 
pervise mission work and report annually to the 
Association. Eld. J. D. Rasberry was elected to 
serve as said secretary. 

Bro. J. L. Brooks of Monticello was elected 
secretary of Ministerial Education to work in 
connection with Bro. James Nelson--Secretary of 
Ministerial Ed., both in Arkansas and Missis- 
sippi. 

There were 231 baptisms reported, 42 
from Holly Springs Church, pastored by Eld. J. D. 
Rasberry. 

1875 

The 1875 session of the Association was 
held with Beech Creek Church in Ashley Co. Eld. 
B. C. Hyatt preached the Annual Sermon, from 
John 18:38, "What is Truth?" 
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Eld. Solomon Gardner was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. A. W. Files was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

The Mt. Vernon and Zion Hill Churches 
came into the Association. 

Sunday preaching was done by Elders U. 
H. Parker from Luke 19:10, J. D. Rasberry from 
Psalm 116:12, J. B. Searcy from Heb. 13:1, and 
J.V.B. Waldrop from John 17:20-21. ’ 

The Committee on Destitution reported 
there was not a full-time church in the Associa- 
tion. Most of the churches had preaching once a 
month on Sunday, and sometimes the Saturday 
night before. 

The following resolution offered by Eld. 
U. H. Parker was adopted: "Whereas there are all 
sorts of efforts being made to fuse and run all 
denominations and sects of religionists into one 
grand Evangelical Alliance, and for each to rec- 
ognize the other as orthodox, 

THEREFORE, be it resolved, 

1. That this association will not hold in 
fellowship Churches that will receive alien Bap- 
tism. 

2. That any church that invites unbap- 
tized preachers into its pulpit to preach for it is 
by this body considered in disorder. 

3. That any church that invites, and ad- 
ministers the Lord's Supper to unbaptized per- 
sons is in disorder. 

4. That any church which fails to disci- 
pline its members, if they should be guilty of par- 
taking of the (so called) Lord's Supper adminis- 
tered by unbaptized persons, is in disorder." 

Note: This resolution appears to be a di- 
rect result of the effort of Landmark leaders such 
as Dr. J. R. Graves to correct these difficulties. 

1876 

The Association met with the Smyrna 
Church in Bradley County. Eld. J.V.B. Waldrop 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Matt. 
6:10. 

Center Point, Clear Creek, and Mt. Pleas- 
ant churches were admitted to associational fel- 
lowship. This was thought to be a different Clear 
Creek from the one at which the Association was 
organized in 1850. 

Eld. U. H. Parker was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. A. W. Files was re-elected as Clerk-Trea- 
Stren, 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders A. J. Fawcett from Heb. 6:1-2, Hogan Allen, 
the Missionary Sermon from Acts 10:42, J. F. 
Hale from Heb. 11:24-29, and J. L. Hale. 

1877 

The Twenty-seventh Session of the Asso- 
ciation met with Woodlawn Baptist Church in 
Drew Co. The Annual Sermon was preached by 
Eld. A. J. Fawcett from Deut. 1:21. 

The Sardis Church petitioned the Associ- 
ation for fellowship. 


Eld. Hogan Allen was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. A. W. Files was re-elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Preaching on Sunday were Elders M. Y. 
Morgan, J.V.B. Waldrop from Luke 24:45-48, J. B. 
Searcy and J. S. Wood from Matt. 22:24. 

A strong appeal was made for the 
churches to support Sunday School work, and an 
earnest appeal was made for ministerial educa- 
tion by Eld. B. C. Hyatt. 

1878 

This Association met with the Popular 
Bluff Church in Ashley Co. Eld. W. C. Kimbrough 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Phil. 
Zo: 

Eld. Solomon Gardner was elected as 
Moderator and Bro. John Hill was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Preaching on Sunday were Elders J. S. 
Wood, A. J. Fawcett from Matt. 28:19, and U. H. 
Parker. 

The Western Baptist, published at Little 
Rock, was highly recommended. 

1879 

The Association met with Shady Grove 
Church. Eld. C. W. Callahan preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon. 

New Prospect, Spring Hill, and Fanstina 
churches petitioned for fellowship. 

Eld. W. E. Paxton was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. A. W. Files was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Others preaching included Elders J. B. 
Searcy; W. E. Paxton, the Missionary Sermon 
from Mark 16:15; G. Norsworthy from Eph. 1:22- 
23; C. W. Callahan from Gal. 3:11; William Hunt 
and Hogan Allen. 

Antioch asked for a letter from the Asso- 
ciation because Shady Grove and New Liberty had 
received some members she had excluded. 

214 baptisms were reported, with 
Ebenezer, pastored by Eld. William E. Paxton, 
having baptized 49. 

1880 

The Thirtieth Annual Session of the 
Bartholomew Association was held with First 
Baptist in Monticello. Eld. W. E. Paxton preached 
the Annual Sermon from Gal. 6:9. 

Meridian Church was received into the 
Association. 

Eld. W. E. Paxton was re-elected as Moder- 
ator and Eld. A. W. Files was re-elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders R. A. Lee from John 12:26; A. J. Fawcett 
from Luke 19:10, J. B. Searcy, J.V.B. Waldrop 
from John 6:44, and W. E. Paxton. 

1881 

The 1881 session met with Lake Village 
Baptist Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. A. J. Fawcett from Gal. 6:14. 
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The Troy Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. 

Eld. B. C. Hyatt was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. C. D. Wood as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Sunday morning an old fashioned prayer 
meeting was conducted by Bro. N. C. Denson. 
Others preaching at this session were Elders J. F. 
Griffin, B. C. Hyatt, J.V.B. Waldrop, Hogan Allen, 
Solomon Gardner, and A. J. Fawcett from II Cor. 
5:14. 

Elder U. H. Parker and Bro. William J. 
Hogan had passed away since last meeting and a 
wonderful obituary was made of them both. The 
report on Eld. Parker stated, "He assisted in or- 
ganizing several of the oldest churches in this 
section of the state, and was one of the five (or 
fewer) brethren who organized this association, 
of which he was moderator for several years. His 
attendance in its sessions was very regular...He 
passed to his reward in Nov. 1880 at the age of 84 
years” 


1882 

The Holly Springs Church in Bradley Co. 
was host church for the 1882 meeting. Eld. J.V.B. 
Waldrop preached the Introductory Sermon from 
John 12:32. 

Bro. A. W. Files was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. C. D. Wood was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Others preaching were Elders J. W. Lumb- 
ley from Rom. 14:12, R. A. Lee from Mark 16:15, 
A. J. Fawcett from Ecc. 9:10, and B. C. Hyatt from 
LCor.,,15:19. 

Elders J. F. Griffin and J. W. Lumbley had 
worked as missionaries during the year. 

1883 

The 1883 meeting convened with Fellow- 
ship Baptist Church at Snyder. Eld. R. A. Lee 
preached the Annual Sermon from I Cor. 3:9. 

Eld. Hogan Allen was elected as Modera- 
tor and Bro. C. D. Wood was re-elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

The Peace Level and Piney Grove churches 
came into the Association. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders N. C. Denson from Isa. 28:16, J. B. Searcy 
from Matt. 17:5, B. C. Hyatt from Acts 1:8, J. B. 
Wise from John 15:14, and R. A. Lee from Acts 
16:30-31. 

Dr. J. B. Searcy was secretary of the State 
Mission Board. He continued in various offices 
for the ABSC for several years, and had collected 
materials for a history of Arkansas Baptists, but 
that material was never prepared for publica- 
tion.9 

Eld. W. E. Paxton passed away June 9, 
1883. Bro. Paxton was a great preacher and 
teacher who had influenced the lives of many 
young and old for good. 


1884 

The 1884 session met with Milton 
Church, at Lacy in Drew Co. Eld. N. C. Denson 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Heb. 2:3. 

Center Ridge in Bradley Co. and Mt. Zion 
# 2 in Chicot Co. came into the Association. 

Eld. Hogan Allen was re-elected as Moder- 
ator and Eld. Solomon Gardner was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Evangel, which was published at 
Russellville. 

Eleven of the forty churches reported 
Sunday Schools with an enrollment of 425. 

Eld. O. P. Miles had served as Associa- 
tional Missionary. 

The historian wrote, "This was a preach- 
ing session. The Brethren seemed to think, 'Woe 
is me if I preach not...' Friday night, Saturday 
and Saturday night, all day Sunday and Sunday 
night there was some preaching in every Church 
and school house in reach of Lacy, including the 
Black Baptist Church." 


1885 

The 1885 session met with Ebenezer 
Church in Bradley Co. Eld. G. A. Grammar 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Gal. 6:2. 

The Enon Church in Drew Co. came into 
the Association. 

Bro. John G.B. Simms was chosen as 
Moderator and Bro. Solomon Gardner was re- 
elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Others preaching at this sessions were E]- 
ders J. B. Lumbey, R. A. Lee, E. H. Lindsey, A. B. 
Miller, and John S. Wood. 

The Committee on Education offered the 
following resolution, 

"RESOLVED, that it is the sense of this 
body that a Baptist College, situated at some cen- 
tral place in Arkansas, is a necessary factor to 
our greatest Denominational growth and pros- 
perity, 

2. that we most heartily approve the effort 
now being made by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention to establish a School of high order, 
in which we may educate our children." Ouachita 
College was a result of this effort. 


1886 

The 1886 session met with Judson Church 
in Ashley Co. Eld. R. B. Womack preached the In- 
troductory Sermon from Gal. 5:4. 

Eld. J.V.B. Waldrop was elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. John G. B. Simms was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Friendship Church in Drew Co. came into 
the Association. 

Others preaching included Elders O. P. 
Miles, Solomon Gardner from Ex. 14:13, B. R. 
Womack from Rom. 1, and N. C. Deason from 
John 18:17. 

The Committee on Publications stated, 
"We most unhesitatingly recommend our state 
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paper, The Arkansas Evangel, published by Eld. 
W. A. Farbes at Little Rock." 

1887 

The 1887 session met with Woodlawn 
Baptist Church in Drew Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J.V.B. Waldrop 
from I John 2:2-3. 

The Sardis Church was re-instated as a 
member of the Association. Apparently + the 
church had failed to represent, and had been 
dropped from the membership list. 

Bro. D. E. Barker was elected as Modera- 
tor, and Bro. John G. B. Sims was re-elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Dr. J. B. Searcy was present as financial 
Secretary of Ouachita College. He preached on 
Saturday night. 

Others preaching at this session were E]l- 
ders. E. E. Smith from II Tim. 2:1, B. R. Womack, 
Frank White, Loftin Quinn and I. R. Vick. 

On Sunday morning a mass meeting was 
held in the interest of Sunday School work and 
in the afternoon a mass meeting in the interest of 
Ouachita College. 

The Obituary Committee reported that EI- 
ders B. C. Hyatt and J. S. Mears had passed away 
during the previous year. "The Committee had 
much praise for both of them." 

158 baptisms were reported, with Central 
Church baptizing 25 and Promise Land, G. D. 
Moore, pastor, baptizing 24. 

1888 

The Association met in 1888 with the 
First Baptist Church of Warren. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J. N. Hall from 
John 15:5. 

Bro. D. E. Barker was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. John G. B. Simms was re-elected 
as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Prairie Grove Church expressed desire to 
resume fellowship. The church had originally pe- 
titioned the Association in 1869. 

Eld. M. D. Early, Secretary of the State 
Mission Board, preached Saturday night on mis- 
sions. 

Others preaching at this session were E]l- 
ders B. R. Womack, Frank White, M. A. Gunter, 
and I. Z. Kimbrough. A Sunday School mass 
meeting was held in the afternoon. 


1889 

The 1889 session met with the Egypt 
Church. Eld. N. C. Denson preached the Introduc- 
tory Sermon. 

The same officers were re-elected by a ris- 
ing vote. 

Saline and Corinth Churches, both in 
Bradley Co., came into the Association. 

Others preaching at this session were W. 
T. Clements from Mark 5:19, Solomon Gardner 
from Matt. 28:18-20, M. A. Gunter from Matt. 
28:18-20, Hogan Allen from Acts 8:29, and G. D. 
Moore from Gen. 6:3. 
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1890 

The 1890 session met with Center Point 
Church in Drew Co. The Annual Sermon was 
preached by Eld. Hogan Allen. 

Eld. John S. Wood was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. Hogan Allen as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Antioch Church at Gravel Ridge, Bradley 
Co., came back into the Association. Arkansas 
City also came into the Association. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders Frank White, F. W. Taylor, B. G. Manard 
(state missionary), and H. R. Moran. 

1891 

The Association met with Concord 
Church, near Marsden, in Bradley Co. Eld. M. A. 
Gunter preached the Annual Sermon from Matt. 
16:18. 

Eld. Solomon Gardner was elected as 
Moderator and Bro. A. C. Rhodes was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Hopewell Church, near Snyder in Ashley 
Co. was received into the Association. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. N. C. Denson from Heb. 6:12. Others preach- 
ing were Elders Hogan Allen from II Pet. 3:13, 
W.H.H. Woods from Eph. 2:1-6, and E.Y.A. Rogers 
from Rom. 14:12. 

The State Mission report, chaired by Eld. 
Hogan Allen, stated, "We fully endorse the work 
of State missions. We would recommend the con- 
tinuation of this body in that work." 

The churches reported 275 baptisms for 
the year, including 34 from Prairie Grove, pas- 
tored by Eld. W.H.H. Woods. 


1892 

The Association met with Unity Church 
in Ashley Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. Hogan Allen from John 4:37. 
The clerk stated the message was "a good plain 
practical sermon." 

Eld. N. C. Denson was elected as Moder- 
ator and Bro. A. C. Rhodes was re-elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Friendship Church in Drew Co. came back 
into the Association. This church had first been 
accepted in 1886. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders W. T. Clements from Mark 5:19, T. W. 
Adams from Jer. 23:36, Frank White from Gal. 
6:10, N. C. Denson, W. C. Harley, and J. V. Wal- 
drop from Luke 24:51. 

The Committee on Temperance reported, 
"We should be temperate in all things, even to the 
abstaining from tobacco and spitting on the floor 
of the House of God." 

The historian noted, "It was at this time 
that the Brethren began to drift from the term 
Sabbath School to Sunday School, and from the 
title Elder to Brother and Reverend." 
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1893 

The Association met with Enon Church in 
Drew Co. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. John S. Wood from Gen. 6:16. 

Bro. N. C. Denson was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. P.M.L. Thommason was 
elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Ouachita Church, believed to be near the 
present site of Crossett, was received by peti- 
tionary letter. 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was held, 
followed by a mass meeting in the interest of 
Ouachita College, conducted by Dr. J. W. Conger, 
founder and president of Ouachita College. 

Others preaching at this session were EI- 
ders G. D. Moore from Luke 24:48, N. C. Denson 
from Mark 16:15-16, Hogan Allen from Acts 8:27, 
E. E. Smith from Col. 1:10-11, R. A. Watson from I 
Tim. 4:16, and J. C. Finnel from Rom. 8:28. 

1894 

The 1894 session was held with the Union 
Hill Church in Bradley Co. Bro. E. E. Smith 
preached the Introductory Sermon. Bro. G. D. 
Moore preached the Missionary Sermon. 

The following churches which had been 
dropped were added: Smyrna, Judson, Meridian, 
and Mt. Pleasant. 

Eld. N. C. Denson was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. P.M.L. Thommason was elected 
as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Olive Branch, Pleasant Grove, Shilo, New Union 
and New Liberty. 

Eld. N. C. Denson had done mission work 
along the railroad line from Warren to the 
Louisiana line. He reported one church orga- 
nized, another re-organized, and 10 baptized. 

Others preaching at this session were E]- 
ders J. P. Henry, W. W. Gardner, and W. H. Cash. 

It was reported that 42 churches had Sun- 
day schools with 1071 teachers and scholars, 
which was an increase of 100% in five years. 

The State Mission report recommended 
that each church in the Association take up a col- 
lection in January, 1895. 

1895 

The 1895 session was held with Mt. Zion # 
2. Eld. W. W. Gardner preached the Introductory 
Sermon. The moderator and clerk-treasurer were 
re-elected. 

Eld. F. D. Baars was a visitor, represent- 
ing Ouachita College. He later brought a message. 

On Sunday a Sunday School Mass Meet- 
ing was held at 9 AM, and the Missionary Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. N. C. Denson. At 3 PMa 
mass meeting was held in the interest of foreign 
missions, and on Sunday night Eld. E. E. Smith 
preached. 

The Sunday school report stated, "The re- 
ligious training of children did not begin with 
Robert Raikes, way back under the old law in 
Deut. 6:7 we have the express command, "and you 


shall teach them diligently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house and 
when you walk by the way and when you lie down 
and when you rise up." 


1896 

The 1896 session was held with Prairie 
Grove Church, Drew Co. Eld. Hogan Allen 
preached the Introductory Sermon from I Cor. 
13:48. At the same time, Eld. J. H. Hughes 
preached at the arbor. 

A petitionary letter was received from Ev- 
ergreen Church. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. J. P. Henry, on the subject "Are the Heathen 
Lost?" Others preaching were Elders D. C. Green, 
W. I. Newcomer, S. A. Davis, and J. H. Williams. 

The report on State Missions stated, "The 
plan adopted at the last meeting of the State Con- 
vention commends itself as having reduced ex- 
penses to the minimum. In view of these facts we 
feel that we cannot too strongly urge upon our 
pastors and churches the importance of rallying 
to the support of this department of our work by 
their cooperation, both in prayers and money." 

This language would seem to indicate that 
criticisms of the State Mission program due to 
excessive expenditures had actually begun by 
1896. The charge has been consistently made that 
these difficulties were caused by outsiders or new 
pastors in the work. It might be observed that Dr. 
Ben M. Bogard became pastor of the church at 
Searcy in 1899. However, he was first noted as be- 
ing present at the Bartholomew Association in 
1905, well after the complaints about the corre- 
sponding secretary, and lack of church authority 
were being expressed. 

Eld. W. W. Gardner presented the follow- 
ing resolution: 

"WHEREAS Dr. W. H. Whitsitt, President 
of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
has put on record in the New York Independent 
and Johnsons Cyclopedia statements at variance 
with Baptist history, 

"Therefore RESOLVED: That we condemn 
the manner in which he has put his views before 
the public and that we repudiate his utterances so 
far as they antagonize our beliefs, 

"RESOLVED that we request the Trustees 
of the Seminary to remove him from the Presi- 
dency of said institution and save it from the 
great harm his course has brought upon it. 

"That it is further the sense of this body, 
that as ministers and churches we should not en- 
courage young ministers to attend this Seminary 
school, nor should we, in any way contribute to 
the support of either the institution, its profes- 
sors or students, until Dr. Whitsitt is displaced." 


1897 
The 1897 meeting was held with Holly 
Springs Church, Bradley Co. Eld. W. W. Gardner 
preached the Introductory Sermon from John 
4:24. 
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Eld. E. E. Smith was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. P.M.L. Thommason was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Eld. D. E. Gambrel was given time to rep- 
resent the Arkansas Baptist. 

Eureka and Bethany Churches came by 
petitionary letter. 

The Fostina Church was granted a letter 
of dismission to unite with the Judson Associa- 
tion. 

Also preaching were Elders J. S. Rorex 
from Ecc. 12:14, J. P. Henry, the Missionary 
Sermon from Acts 1:8, W. A. Freeman from Eph. 
6:12-13, and D. E. Gambrel from Rom. 8:14. 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with the 
Promise Land Church. Eld. Hogan Allen opened 
the meeting with "a short prayer service." The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. G. S. 
Daugherty from Titus 3:5. 

Eld. N. C. Denson was elected as Moder- 
ator and Bro. P.M.L. Thommason was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

The Eden Church presented a petitionary 
letter; 

The clerk commented on the Friday PM 
message by Eld. J. N. Hartley from John 21:15, 
"This was a sermon long to be remembered. 
Christians were revived and sinners led to in- 
quire the way of life. Others preaching during 
this session included Elders J. F. Rorex from I 
Cor. 12:31, N. C. Denson, James S. Wood from 
John 1:7 and W. B. Holland preached the Mis- 
sionary Sermon from I Pet. 3:15. 

An interesting query was received from 
Mt. Zion # 1: "What is the scriptural plan for 
dealing with members of the church who do not 
attend the services of the church? Also those who 
draw letters and do not place them elsewhere? 
lst, A member who will not attend the services of 
their church, violate their church covenant, and 
should be considered in disorder, and if they re- 
pent not should be withdrawn from. 2nd, A mem- 
ber is not released from the discipline of one 
church until they have united with another 
church of like faith and practice. 


1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with Mt. Zion 
# 2 in Chicot Co. Bro. A. F. Willis preached the In- 
troductory Sermon from John 3:7. 

Bro. N. C. Denson was re-elected modera- 
tor and Bro. J.M.L. Thommason was re-elected as 
Clerk: 

Arkadelphia Church, located about 10 
miles northwest of Crossett, came into the Asso- 
ciation. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Brethren) G. D: Moore: fromcl, Cor-216:225.40.. 
Campbell from John 6:57-58, O. P. Miles from 
Rom. 8:28 and G. D. Moore, the Missionary Ser- 
mon from I Cor. 16:2. 

The Orphans Home report stated, "In 1894 
Miss Hannah Hyatt gave 80 acres of land for a 


Home for the Orphans of Arkansas. In 1895 6 
buildings were erected and Miss Hannah in 
charge as matron with 2 children. We now have 
25 children in the home to be cared for, 19 girls 
and 6 boys from 2 to 15 years of age." 

The clerk reported on the Sunday Night 
preaching service by Eld. S. H. Campbell: "At the 
close of the sermon twenty or more came forward 
asking for prayer and one asking for member- 
ship. Quite a spiritual feeling prevailed through- 
out the service." 

The report on State Missions "was 
earnestly and freely discussed...showing a strong 
sentiment in favor of State Missions and also a 
strong sentiment against the large salaries that 
are being paid the secretary and evangelist." 

The Committee on Obituaries reported: 
"Since the last meeting of the association one of 
our standard bearers has passed to his reward, 
our beloved Brother, Hogan Allen. We greatly 
miss him but we should be submissive to the will 
of him who doth all things well. Let us be pre- 
pared to meet him where parting is no more. We 
recommend that a committee be appointed to 
write a suitable obituary to be published in the 
Arkansas Baptist and other papers if thought 
best, this body to pay the expense of same. 

"We also recommend that the churches of 
this association be requested to take a collection 
and raise funds necessary to erect a suitable 
monument over Bro. Allen's grave." 

217 baptisms and a total membership of 
2,750 was reported. 


1900 

The 50th Anniversary Session, was held 
with Shady Grove Church in Bradley Co. Eld. J. 
W. Sims preached the Introductory Message from 
Jer. 6:16. The Moderator and Clerk-Treasurer 
were re-elected. 

The Wilmar Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter, and the Lake Village Church was 
re-enrolled. 

Also preaching were Elders L. O. Miers, a 
visitor from the Judson Association from John 
6:67; N. C. Denson, the Missionary Sermon from 
Psalm 48; W. C. Harley; H. A. Mann from John 4:8 
and E. C. Faulkner. After the Sunday afternoon 
message, Eld. S. H. Campbell led a praise and 
prayer service. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported: "As we measure our distinctive impor- 
tance as a denomination, so we measure our duty 
to teach Baptist principles to our children. Bible 
principles are baptist principles. A Bible Chris- 
tian is a Baptist. No man can be bible Christian 
and fail to teach his children Bible truths. If your 
child grows up in ignorance of what the bible 
teaches in regard to salvation by grace, baptism, 
the Lord's Supper and what it takes to make a true 
Church of Christ, you are strictly to blame and 
will be held accountable. We cannot be true to 
Christ and fail to teach our children the truth 
concerning these great principles." 
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A report favorable to State Missions was 
discussed at length by A. J. Barton, E. C. Faulkner 
and N. C. Denson on one side, and G. D. Moore 
(Egypt Church), J. W. Simms (Shiloh) and J.M.L. 
Thommason (Enon Church). 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with Flat 
Creek Church at Fountain Hill. Bro. E. C. 
Faulkner preached the Introductory Sermon 
from Pro. 3:9-10. 

Bro. J. W. Simms was elected as Modera- 
tor and Bro. J.M.L. Thommason as Clerk-Trea- 
surer. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Bro. John X. Smith. Others preaching were J. S. 
Thomas, T. G. Morgan, A. F. Willis, R. C. Medaris, 
W. T. Clement and W. C. Harley. 

Both a majority and a minority State 
Mission report were presented. 

The majority report read, "But in view of 
the wide-spread dissatisfaction over the state we 
recommend that this body instruct its delegates 
to the state convention to vote to abolish the of- 
fice of corresponding secretary and to favor a 
state evangelist who shall labor on the mission 
field after the manner that Dr. White has labored 
this year, also to meet with the State Board and 
aid in caring for the work." This report was 
signed by J. C. Ryson and M. D. Parker 

The minority report read, "Brethren, 
would it not be unwise to change plans at this im- 
portant time? Would it not be better for us to 
unite in thanksgiving to a gracious heavenly Fa- 
ther for his past blessings and heartily co-oper- 
ate in the future striving together with one mind, 
in one spirit for the faith of the Gospel." The mi- 
nority report was signed by N. C. Denson. 

A motion to adopt the majority report was 
substituted by a motion to adopt the minority re- 
port. Quite a warm discussion was entered into by 
J. C. Ryson and J. S. Thomas in favor of the ma- 
jority report and N. C. Denson in favor of the mi- 
nority report. The motion to adopt the minority 
report was defeated. The majority vote was large 
enough to not require a count. 

The Association voted to instruct the 
messengers to vote against the office of General 
Secretary at the State Convention. 

There were 26 Sunday Schools reported 
with a total enrollment of 1,271. 

1902 

The 1902 session met with Enon Church 
in Drew Co. Bro. A. F. Willis preached the Annual 
Sermon from Eph. 6:11. 

Bro. J. W. Sims was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and Bro. Thommason was re-elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Brethren H. H. 
Street from John 16:7, N. C. Denson from John 
17:18, C. M. Myrick from John 18:38, and W. E. 
Hunter. 

A petitionary letter was presented from 
the Crossett Church, through Eld. C. M. Myrick, 


State Missionary of the General Association, 
who had recently organized the church. 

The Committee on State Missions submit- 
ted two reports: 

A majority report was submitted by 
Brethren D. T. Hyatt and W. S. Allen which 
recommended the General Association 
(Landmark), as follows: 

"Your committee on State Missions re- 
ports that the history of State Missions in 
Arkansas and especially through the General As- 
sociation shows cause to rejoice and thank God 
for so much that has been accomplished. Believ- 
ing that the General Association of Baptist 
Churches is a means by which State Mission 
work may be done and that it admits the fullest 
co-operation without departure from scriptural 
methods and also that it is likely to be a remedy 
for the errors of the past and the evils of the pre- 
sent in State Mission work, 

"Therefore, owing to the centralizing ten- 
dencies and extravagances of the present man- 
agement of State Mission work, we withdraw our 
support from the same and, that we endorse the 
present plan of the General Association, through 
which to do our State Mission work, That we be- 
lieve local churches are the highest ecclesiastical 
bodies mentioned in the Bible, and that such 
churches have a right to instruct messengers on 
any subject that may be considered by any asso- 
ciation or convention." 

The minority report by Bro. N. C. Denson 
recommended the State Convention: 

"The spirit of missions began in Heaven. 
Jesus was the first missionary to earth, moved by 
his spirit our Baptist Fathers in Arkansas orga- 
nized the Arkansas Baptist State Convention in 
order to better enlist all baptists in the State in 
the great work of evangelizing the world. The 
convention was organized in 1848 and for 54 
years the work of State missions has been carried 
forward by the executive Board of this Conven- 
tion. Many plans of work have been tried by the 
Convention and by other states, and also by the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and today every 
state uses the very plan which we have. Last year 
was the most prosperous year in the history of 
this work. This year the work was laid out on a 
larger basis than last year and there has been 
employed to date one Mission Secretary, three 
general missionaries and about forty other mis- 
sionaries and mission pastors. The blessings of 
the Lord are manifestly on their labor. For the 
past five years the contributions to this object 
have increased at the rate of a thousand dollars 
per year and there is good hope of such increase 
for the present year. 

"In the light of the foregoing and because 
division among us will only weaken us and hin- 
der our progress, therefore we recommend cheer- 
ful co-operation in all the work of our State Con- 
vention." 
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A motion to adopt the majority report was 
substituted by a motion to adopt the minority re- 
port. This was discussed by Brethren N. C. Den- 
son and D. T. Hyatt, when a motion prevailed to 
limit all speeches to ten minutes, and discussion 
continued by G. D. Moore, W. H. Fortney, J.G.B. 
Simms, John Hasty and S. H. Campbell, who 
spoke in favor of the minority report (State Con- 
vention) and F. M. Bordeaux, W. S. Allen, J. W. 
Sims and J.M.L. Thomasson who favored the ma- 
jority report (General Association). The time 
having expired the vote was taken and stood 13 
for the minority (Convention) and 47 for the ma- 
jority (General Association). The majority report 
was declared adopted. 

The historical report stated, "So you see 
the Bartholomew Association went Landmark. 
But follow it a few years and see what happens." It 
appears the Association never rescinded this 
vote, but partially by pushing ‘convention’ pro- 
grams and methods, and partly by default on the 
part of Landmark brethren, the forces loyal to 
the State Convention finally muscled out the 
Landmark brethren and churches, resulting in 
the formation of a 'Llandmark' Bartholomew As- 
sociation in 1924." 

The report, written from the Convention 
viewpoint, fails to mention the withdrawal and 
formation of the Landmark association. 

There were also majority and minority 
reports on publications. The majority report 
stated, "...we recommend the Arkansas Baptist as 
our state paper, for the reason that we believe it to 
be advocating the principles set forth in the Bible 
in regard to our State Work. We recommend the 
Sunday School literature of the American Bap- 
tist Publication Society." This report was signed 
by F. M. Bordeaux and A. B. Turner. 

The majority report was amended to rec- 
ommend the American Baptist Flag, and then 
striking out the recommendation of the litera- 
ture of the American Baptist Publication Society. 
It was then adopted by a large majority. 

The committee on Ministerial Education 
stated, "A preacher must possess a text-book 
training as an instrument to enable him to 
rightly divide God's word. Unless he has this 
training he cannot attain to that usefulness in 
the ministry which the cause of Christ demands." 

It should be noted this report fails to men- 
tion any specific college or Theological semi- 
nary. 

Although much controversy arose, the 
churches and brethren supported both the Con- 
vention and Association efforts for several years. 
However, the Convention forces eventually suc- 
ceeded. 


1903 
The 1903 session was held at First Baptist 
Church in Warren. Bro. H. Beauchamp, a visitor 
from the Caroline Association, preached the In- 
troductory Sermon. 


Brethren Sims and Thomasson were re- 
elected as Moderator and Clerk-Treasurer. 

Carmel Church came into the Associa- 
tion. 

Bro. B. F. Appling, from the Pine Bluff As- 
sociation, preached the Missionary Sermon 
from John 3:14-15. Others preaching were Elders 
T. D. Jones and W. T. Clements. 

The following resolution was passed, 
"That in all discussions of missions...it shall not 
be in order to comment upon or discuss the meth- 
ods of work in these different branches of our 
mission effort; but we will endeavor to stir up the 
minds of each other to greater interest, and excite 
to greater activity in giving of our means, leaving 
each church and individual to choose the chan- 
nel through which his money shall go." 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended, "As to denominational papers we rec- 
ommend the Landmark Baptist. As to Sunday 
School literature we leave the churches to choose 
for themselves." 

After some discussion the report was 
amended by striking out the Landmark Baptist, 
and adopted as amended. 

1904 

The Association met with Central Baptist 
Church at Berea in Ashley Co. Bro. F. P. Turner 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Rom. 
4:20-21. 

Bro. A. F. Willis was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. Clark Sims was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

New churches coming into the Associa- 
tion were Pleasant Hill in Bradley Co., Dermott 
in Chicot Co., and Popular Bluff. A church by this 
same name had been active during the 80's, and is 
probably the same church revived. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Brethren J. S. Compere: from Dan? 2:44, A." F; 
Willis from Acts 1:8, F. P. Turner, B. J. Matthews, 
and N. C. Denson from Rom. 8. 

The report on Publications stated, "A 
careful reading of our denominational papers 
will inform us as to the work being done, and 
inasmuch as the Landmark Baptist is the only 
medium through which we are wholly informed 
as to what is being done through the General As- 
sociation, we hereby recommend the Landmark 
Baptist as our denominational paper." 

The following amendment was offered: 
"Inasmuch as we cannot be informed as to the do- 
ings of our denomination, without reading our 
denominational papers, we therefore recommend 
that our people all read the Landmark Baptist or 
the Baptist Advocate or both papers." 

"After a warm discussion by J. S. Com- 
pere, T. G. Morgan, F. M. Bordeaux, F. P. Turner, 
J.M.L. Thomasson and N. C. Denson, the 
amendment was voted on and lost. The original 
report was then adopted as presented." 

However, it should be noted, the report on 
ministerial education stated, "We therefore rec- 
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ommend Ouachita College for our young men 
preparing for the ministry." This would seem to 
indicate the sentiment centered on the objections 
within the mission program. 

The report on State Missions stated, "We 
believe the churches of Jesus Christ are the only 
ecclesiastical authorities on earth, and as the 
General Association of Baptist Churches of 
Arkansas is based on Bible principles of doing 
work, and also contends for church sent mis- 
sionaries, we recommend that the churches of 
this association do all their mission work 
through the General Association of Arkansas." 

After some discussion the above report 
was amended by striking out, commencing at the 
clause: "And as the General Association is based 
upon, etc." to the end and inserting the following 
amendment: 

"We recommend that the churches of this 
association be left free to make their contribu- 
tions through the channel of the General Associ- 
ation or the Convention as they may feel that the 
Holy Spirit leads." The report was then adopted 
as amended. 

400 baptisms were reported, and a total 
membership of 3,323. Promise Land, Bro. T. G. 
Morgan, pastor, baptized 44, and Prairie Grove, 
Bro. G. D. Moore, pastor, baptized 43. 

1905 

The Association met with Prairie Grove 
Church in 1905. Bro. J. W. Sims preached the In- 
troductory Message from Eph. 4:30. 

Bro. J. W. Sims was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. Clark Sims was re-elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Montrose and Midway Churches were re- 
ceived into the Association. 

Bro. F. P. Turner preached from Mark 
11:24 and Bro. G. D. Moore preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon from I Cor. 12:28. 

Although the Convention account made 
no mention, Eld. Ben M. Bogard attended this 
session. He was noted as speaking on the Sunday 
School report. The clerk wrote, "At 3 P.M. on 
Sunday, Eld. Ben M. Bogard occupied the pulpit in 
the church and preached a very acceptable ser- 
mon on church perpetuity.” 

The report on State Missions stated: "We 
believe the churches of Jesus Christ are the only 
ecclesiastical authority on earth authorized to 
send missionaries and preach the gospel. But re- 
alizing that Brethren and Sisters of this Associa- 
tion hold different views: 

"We recommend that the churches of this 
Association be left free to make their contribu- 
tions through the channels of the General Asso- 
ciation or State Convention or any other channel 
the Holy Spirit leads them." 

The report was adopted as read. Brethren 
W. H. Lindsey, Ben M. Bogard and N. C. Denson 
spoke to the subject. 

A resolution was offered by J.G.B. Simms, 
"We deplore the spirit of controversy concerning 
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those points on which we differ, and do not think 
it should be injected into our work and alluded in 
our public discourse, as has been done during this 
session in the Missionary Sermon." 

The committee on publications reported, 
"As to publications we find that we Baptist will 
exercise our own judgement in selecting our de- 
nominational papers, also in our S. S. literature. 
Therefore, we leave the matter with each individ- 
ual and church." 

The minute showed $8.25 had been given 
to State Missions through the General Associa- 
tion and $7.35 through the Convention. 

Bro. L. M. Webb served as Associational 
Missionary. 

Promise Land reported 33 baptisms and a 
total membership of 301. The next largest 
churches were Monticello with 195 members and 
Warren with 184 members. 


1906 

The 1906 session met with Ebenezer Bap- 
tist Church, 6 miles east of Warren in Bradley Co. 
The Introductory Sermon was preached by Bro. 
H. H. Street from Acts 28:2. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Crossett Church and Macedonia Church. 

Bro. J. W. Sims was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and Bro. Clark Sims was re-elected as Clerk. 
The Saturday night message was brought by Bro. 
Clark Sims and the Missionary Sermon was 
preached by Bro. R. G. Bowers, from Psalm 126:6. 

The State Mission report was neutral, but 
noted, "There has been greater unity and broth- 
erly love and heartier co-operation during the 
past year than for several years." The offering for 
State Missions of $50.95 was divided equally. 

The Orphans' Home report noted there 
were 65 children in the Monticello Home. An of- 
fering of $27.42 was received for the Home. 

It was noted that Bro. R. W. Anders, the 
last surviving charter member of the Association 
had died, with this comment, "He was also in the 
organization of the first Baptist Church in 
Bradley Co., in 1844." 

The churches reported 286 baptisms and a 
total membership of 3,509. 


1907 

The 1907 session was held with Unity 
Church near Crossett. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Bro. Allen Hill Autrey from Luke 
ee 

Bro. N. C. Denson was elected as Moder- 
ator and Bro. J.M.L. Thomasson was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Mt. Olive # 2, Ashley Co., and New Hope 
from Bayou Mason Assoc. came into the Associa- 
tion. The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Bro. H. H. Street and Bro. Autrey preached again 
Sunday night. Bro. J. B. Searcy preached at 11 
AM on Sunday. 

Visitors included J. B. Searcy, repre- 
senting the Baptist Advance, A. H. Autrey repre- 
senting Ouachita College, S. L. Holloway repre- 
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senting the American Baptist Publication Soci- 
ety, and A. F. Willis representing the Arkansas 
Baptist. 

The State Mission report was again neu- 
tral, and failed to mention either Association. It 
stated, "New Sunday schools are being organized 
and new churches constituted constantly, and a 
number of older churches are being sustained... 

"Baptists of other States regard our State 
Mission work as phenomenal and predict for us a 
glorious future." 

However, a Landmark sentiment was ex- 
pressed in the Home Mission report, which 
stated, "The General Association is also doing a 
great and good work in the Home Field, which in- 
cludes our Southland--Mexico and Cuba. Having 
strong and earnest men at work in all this terri- 
tory." 

The churches reported 269 baptisms and a 
total membership of 3527. 

1908 

The 58th Meeting of the Association was 
held with Wilmar Baptist Church. 

Bro. A. W. Fawcett was elected as Mod- 
erator and Bro. Z. T. Wood was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. Bro. A. W. Fawcett brought the Annual 
Sermon from Eph. 4:3, on "The Unity of the 
Spirit.’ Broy Ne C. Denson: preachedy the yMis- 
sionary Sermon from I Cor. 3:21-23. 

The Hollis, Cominto, Morrell and Green- 
hill churches came into the Association. The 
churches reported 433 baptisms, with Prairie 
Grove reporting 51. 

Both the State Missions and Publications 
reports were neutral. However, the Association 
elected a delegate to the State Convention. 

Beginning this year two financial 
columns were carried in the Minutes. One for 
those giving through the State Convention and 
the other for the Landmark General Association. 
This year $503.28 was given for State Missions 
through the State Convention and $21.05 
through the General Association; 307.63 was 
given for Home Missions through the State Con- 
vention and $8.20 through the General Associa- 
tion. 


1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with New Lib- 
erty Church at Hilo, in Bradley Co. Eld. A. F. 
Willis preached the Introductory Sermon from II 
Cor. 4:16, on "Final Perseverence of the Saints." 

J. R. Woods was elected as Moderator and 
Z. T. Wood was elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Churches received on Petitionary Letter 
were: Corinth "A", Farmville (Morehouse Parish, 
LA), Onego, Parkdale, and Wilmot. 

Eld. J. P. Hemby preached the Missionary 
Message from Matt. 10:3-4 and 28:19-20. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "Within 
the Baptist ranks of Arkansas we have two Or- 
phans' Homes, one at Texarkana and one at Mon- 
ticello...we commend these homes to your care 
and keeping; and heartily recommend that a col- 


lection be taken for them to meet current ex- 
penses,.. In the Texarkana home there are about 
20 children. In the Monticello home we have 110 
children." (Please note the personal pronouns in 
this and subsequent Orphans' Homes reports) 

The State Missions report stated, "There 
are two organizations in the state through which 
our churches do State Mission work. They are the 
State Association and the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention." The report gave the following 
statistics: The State Association organized 9 
churches and 15 Sunday schools; the State Con- 
vention organized 42 churches and 101 Sunday 
schools. The report also stated the State Associa- 
tion needed $4,000 and the State Convention 
needed $24,000 to bring mission salaries current 
by the time of the respective state meetings. 

The women met and organized an associa- 
tional Women's Union. 

The churches reported 538 baptisms. 

1910 

The Association met with the Fellowship 
Church at Snyder, in Ashley Co. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Bro. T. T. Thomp- 
son from Col. 3:11. 

J. R. Woods was re-elected as Moderator 
and Z. T. Wood was re-elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Marsden, Paradise, and Tillar churches. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Friendship, Judson, and Mt. Vernon As- 
sociations. 

Others preaching were G. E. Holt, the Mis- 
sionary Sermon, from Heb. 2:1-2, Carroll D. 
Wood, and G. W. Bray. 

The Orphans' Home report mentioned 
Monticello now has 111 children... "We under- 
stand that there are 19 or 20 children in the 
Texarkana Home." 

The State Missions report stated, "We take 
pleasure in reporting that the work of our two 
general bodies in our state through their separate 
agencies will this year go far beyond anything 
heretofore reported. The State Association has 7 
missionaries who devote their full time to reach- 
ing the destitute within our bounds and these 
have reported quite a number of successful meet- 
ings held." 


1911 

The 1911 session was held with First Bap- 
tist in Monticello. Bro. W. Q. Young, one of the 
Associational Missionaries, preached the Intro- 
ductory Message from Acts 2:42-43. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Elon Church, at Rawls. 

For the Sunday Morning service, "Chil- 
dren from the Orphans' Home (more than 100) 
marched into the church and sang in unison 'Its 
All Right Now' and other songs to the wonder and 
delight of the great audience assembled." 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Bro. T. M. McGehee, pastor at Montrose. Also Bro. 
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J. E. Brown preached from John 19:28, and Bro. 
N. C. Denson from Rom. 8:37. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, 
"Arkansas Baptists own two homes for orphan 
children; one at Texarkana and the other at Mon- 
ticello. The Texarkana home has 23 children and 
is free of debt except that on the home itself they 
owe $2,000. They have a ten acre plot of land and 
a plant estimated to be worth $10,500. Seven 
children have been baptized during the year. 

"The Monticello Home has 130 children 
and is free of debt except on current expenses for 
the year, and for the improvements made during 
the year. 

"A collection in cash and pledges was 
taken aggregating for the Monticello Home, the 
sum of $1685 and for the Texarkana home 
$5.00;..." 

The State Missions Committee gave 
statistics for work done through the State Con- 
vention, including 3749 baptisms and $28,464.96 
raised for State Missions. Then added, 

"We have failed to get information show- 
ing what has been done by the State Association. 
These figures should inspire us to go forward and 
do our best for State Missions." 

Sunday School statistics given showed 
the following churches using Landmark Sunday 
School literature: Egypt, Elon, Friendship, 
Shady Grove, Promise Land, and Shiloh. 

1912 

The minute of 1913 shows there was no 
minute published for 1912. A letter from the 
clerk stated he had been unable to have the min- 
utes published. 

1913 

The 1913 session was held with Ebenezer 
Church in Bradley Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Bro. T. M. McGee from Jer. 6:16. 

Z. T. Wood was elected as Moderator and 
E. L. Compere as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Churches received by petitionary letter 
were Brushy Prairie, Ashley Co.; Ladelle, Drew 
Co.; Hughes from Ward # 2 of LA; and Antioch 
came back from the Judson Association. 

Dr. John T. Christian and Bro. G. E. Hold 
preached on Sunday morning. Bro. T. G. Morgan 
preached from II Tim. 4:2. 

Mrs. Annie Temple served on the Com- 
mittee on Sunday Schools. 

The Orphans' Home report stated the 
Monticello Home had 170 children and the 
Texarkana Home had 31 children. The names 
and addresses of both treasurers were given. 

The State Mission report was neutral with 
neither the General Association or the State 
Convention being mentioned. However, the Asso- 
ciation elected a representative for the Foreign 
Mission Board, and also for the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

The proceedings of the Women's Mission- 
ary Union were published in the Minute. 
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1914 

The 1914 meeting was held with Judson 
Church in Ashley Co. Eld. A. W. King of Gurdon, 
pastor at White, near Crossett preached the In- 
troductory Sermon from John 3:16. 

Z. T. Wood was re-elected as Moderator 
and E. L. Compere as Clerk-Treasurer. 

The McGehee Church and Magnolia 
Church of Crossett came into the Association. 

Others preaching were Elders T. B. Rouse, 
the Missionary Sermon from Psalm 2, J. B. Wise 
from Rom. 1:14-16, and Dr. R. M. Inlow. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "Our 
home at Texarkana has at present 33 children. 
Their building was burned down last February, 
but they succeeded in putting up another house, 
and they have recently moved into their new 
building. They have $2,000.00 debt hanging over 
it. God grant that we may all feel our great obliga- 
tion toward the orphan children of our State." 

The State Mission report was neutral. A 
portion of the report stated, "Your committee is 
not informed as to the exact amount of work that 
has been done this year,...But after all that has 
been done the destitution in the State is ap- 
palling." 

For both the 1914 and 1915 meetings the 
regular association vacated the meeting house to 
allow for the annual meeting of the Women's 
Missionary Union. The minute included a four 
page section on the proceedings of the WMU. 

The Sunday School report indicated that 
13 out of 45 churches were using Landmark Liter- 
ature. 

The churches reported 341 baptisms. 

The churches aligned with the Conven- 
tion reported $542.01 for State Missions and 
$517.32 for Home Missions; the churches aligned 
with the General Association reported $47.45 for 
State Missions and $21.91 for Home Missions. 

1915 

The 1915 meeting was held at Prairie 
Grove, in Drew Co. The Introductory sermon was 
preached by Eld. T. M. McGehee from I Cor. 9:1- 
14. 

Bro. S. R. Smith from Promise Land was 
elected as Moderator, and E. L. Compere was 
elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Churches received by petitionary letter: 
Chicot, Jarvis Chapel, and Blissville. 

A letter of dismission was granted for the 
Shady Grove Baptist Church, Bradley Co., to join 
the Judson Association. 

Others preaching were Elders F. P. Turner 
from John 3:1-17; J. F. Tull, the Missionary 
Sermon from Matt. 5:13; and E.J.A. McKinney. 

The two-page State Mission report was 
neutral, and made no mention of the State Asso- 
ciation or the State Convention. 

The Orphans' Home report mentioned 
both homes. The following was reported on the 
Texarkana Home: "The home at Texarkana was 
established in 1906 [actually it was 1908], and 
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now has 33 of these unfortunate children whom 
we are caring for...." 

The Committee on Publications reported, 
"We have two denominational papers published 
in Arkansas. The Baptist Advocate and The Bap- 
tist. Both addresses were given. 

For this meeting, and at subsequent meet- 
ings a Committee on Baptist Hospitals reported. 
A representative was elected to the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. : 

The churches reported 487 baptisms. 

1916 

The 1916 meeting was held with First 
Baptist of Warren. Bro. B. L. Bridges, of Crossett, 
preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Bro. S. R. Smith was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and J. G. Carpenter, from Promise Land, was 
elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

The Troy, Prattsville and Centennial 
Churches were received by petitionary letter. 

After receiving these churches, a "motion 
carried to advise Prattsville and Centennial 
churches to unite and thus form only one 
church." [Can you imagine that in a Landmark 
Association?] 

The Orphans' Home report mentioned 
both homes. In addition to the Report on Baptist 
Hospitals, the Association also heard a report of 
the Old Ministers Relief Fund. 

The State Missions report continued to be 
neutral, without mentioning either state organi- 
zation. However the report noted, "In reviewing 
the reports from the churches of this Association 
we find that of 64 only 14 have reported anything 
for State Missions, amounting to $602.51." 

64 of the 76 churches reported a total of 
608 baptisms. 


1917 

The 1917 meeting was held with Crossett 
Church. Eld. T. G. Morgan preached the Introduc- 
tory Sermon. 

New Prospect and Shady Grove churches 
came into the Association 

Bro. D. A. Bradham of Warren was elected 
as Moderator and Bro. J. G. Carpenter continued 
as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Bro. J. S. Compere preached Saturday 
night on "Stewardship." Also preaching were J. B. 
Luck, E.J.A McKinney, C. D. Wood, Jr., and Clark 
Sims. 

The Orphans Home Committee reported 
the Texarkana Home was "in debt on running ex- 
penses about $1100. Have 40 children in home 
and the management is handling the situation 
well." 

In a change from the past several years, 
the report on State Missions reported on the 
work done through the State Convention, and did 
NOT mention the General Association. The 
Committee reported, "Last year the churches co- 
operating through the State Convention put for- 
ward State Missions thus: 65 missionaries and 
other workers, 3134 conversions, 2281 baptisms, 
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and $25,598 raised for State Missions." The re- 
port also included three recommendations. 
Number three recommended" "That the churches 
of this Association do their very best to raise at 
least the amount asked of them by the Executive 
Board." 

After mentioning several magazines and 
books published at Nashville, the Publications 
Committee also recommended "denominational 
books and tracts, including the Sunday School 
and B.Y.P.U. literature." 

A Stewardship Committee Report was in- 
stituted. 

The report on Hospital Work was given, 
and a representative was elected to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

The 59 churches representing reported 
564 baptisms. 

1918 

The 1918 meeting was held with the Der- 
mott Church. The Introductory Message was 
preached by Eld. W. N. Roberts from John 9:4. 

Bro. D. A. Bradham was re-elected as 
Moderator and Bro. C. D. Wood was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

The Arkansas City, Beouf River, Bellair 
and McArthur churches came into the Associa- 
tion. New Liberty # 2 was received conditionally. 

J. S. Compere, Assistant Secretary of 
Missions, was called upon to speak on the subject 
of State Missions... The clerk reported, "Bro. 
Compere discussed the reasons why we should 
give $50,000.00 for State Missions this year, and 
we must." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "The 
Home at Texarkana is in good condition. But 
there is a need for support for running expenses." 
The committee recommended "That a cash collec- 
tion be now taken for the Homes, and that we 
make the lst Sunday in November Orphans 
Home day and ask our churches for at least 
$1,000.00 on that day." 

The "hat" collection for the Texarkana 
Home amounted to $8.11 and that for the Monti- 
cello Home $17.06. 

The report on Publications recommended 
the Baptist Advance, and: "We also recommend 
the Sunday School and B.Y.P.U. literature pub- 
lished by our own Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tennessee." (underlining added) 

Also the report on State Missions failed to 
mention the General Association. The report 
stated, "This work is carried on by the churches 
in the State through the Executive Board of the 
Baptist State Convention. The report of this 
board to the Convention last year showed great 
results... It will be necessary to raise in the State 
Mission Fund not less than $50,000 if we are to go 
to the Convention at Helena with all State Mis- 
sion obligations paid." 

The 67 churches represented reported 403 
baptisms. 
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[Thus, by 1918 the State Convention 
forces dominated] 


1919 

The 1919 meeting met with Shiloh 
Church in Ashley Co. Eld. N. C. Denson preached 
the Introductory Sermon from John 17. 

Col. E. L. Compere was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. C. D. Wood was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Churches received by Petitionary Letter 
were Gates Camp, Gideon Chapel, and Immanuel. 
Farmville Church was granted a letter of dismis- 
sion to the Judson Association (Landmark). 

Others preaching were Elders G. L. Boles, 
and J. S. Compere from Num. 13:30. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "The 
Baptists of Arkansas own and control two Or- 
phans Homes; one of these homes is at 
Texarkana but the writer of this report is unable 
to secure any definite data as to conditions." 

The report of the Committee on the 75- 
Million Campaign stated, "...Southern Baptists 
in the Convention in Atlanta last May laid out 
the Baptist 75-Million Campaign. 

"Arkansas Baptists are asked to raise 
$3,200,000 of the amount (five years). 

"...That we heartily endorse the 75 Mil- 
lion Campaign and pledge our co-operation in 
carrying it out." The report was adopted as read. 

The historian noted, "After 1919 the dou- 
ble column for reporting the finances was not 
used. You remember as already stated the associ- 
ation voted 47 to 13 to go to the Land Mark Gen- 
eral Association. I have never found where they 
voted to come back to the Convention. But it 
seems she automatically drifted back." 

The State Missions report stated, "...there 
should be the most hearty and considerate co-op- 
eration between the Association and the State 
Convention..." 

The Publications report stated, "We rec- 
ommend further that every Baptist family...read 
at least one of the two denominational papers we 
have in the state. Especially do we urge every Bap- 
tist to read for the next few months the Baptist 
Advance. We feel it is imperative that every Bap- 
tist, young and old, be fully informed about the 
great Baptist 75 Million Campaign... 

"We further recommend that the churches 
use either the Southern Baptist Convention Se- 
ries or the Landmark literature in Sunday 
Schools." 

Note: Thus it should be obvious that 
Landmark influence and interest in the Associa- 
tion had almost ceased. Although the Associa- 
tion never voted to leave Landmark principles, 
those favorable to the State Convention were suc- 
cessful in gradually converting the Association 
from Landmark principles to follow the pattern 
of Convention organization and management. 
Also, many new churches had come into the As- 
sociation. It should be noted that by the 1919 
meeting two churches had left the Association, 


seeking membership in the Judson Association. 
With the waning of Landmark influence, the 
move to Convention methods and practices ac- 
celerated, as indicated by endorsement of the "75 
Million Campaign," and then in 1925 the adop- 
tion of the cooperative program. 


1920 

The 1920 meeting was held with Holly 
Springs Church at Hermitage. 

Eld. G. L. Boles preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Matt. 23:8. Others preaching were 
Elders T. H. Jordan on "Second Coming of 
Christ"; L. E. Barton, the Missionary Sermon; 
and J. S. Compere. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Cross Roads Church. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We also 
have a Home at Texarkana, which is caring for 40 
children. They have a farm of which 75 acres are 
in cultivation and crops are good. This Home is 
about $1,800.00 in debt in current expenses for 
the year. There is due on the farm a note of 
$4,000.00 with interest which must be paid. 

"Your committee urges upon the churches 
the hearty support of these Homes." 

The Publications report included a long 
statement about the importance of subscribing 
for and reading the Baptist Advance. Then this 
paragraph followed: "It is also estimated that 
about the same percent of the Baptists of the state 
who are in sympathy with the general associa- 
tion (sic.), are not reading a Baptist paper, and we 
recommend that they subscribe for and read the 
Baptist and Commoner, which is published at 
Little Rock. 

"We also recommend that the Baptist 
Sunday Schools of this association use the 
Southern Baptist Convention or Landmark liter- 
ature." 

The report of the 75-Million Campaign 
stated, "We recommend that every church, 
through its treasurer, or by its own organized 
plan, or by a special committee, if necessary, 
immediately inaugurate a systematic and most 
patient and persistent effort for the collection of 
the full annual quota, or one-fifth of its cam- 
paign subscriptions." 

It was stated, "Most of the churches con- 
tributed to the 75 Million Campaign." 

Again, the General Association was not 
mentioned in the State Missions report, which 
stated, "The work of State Missions is carried on 
by the churches through the Executive Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention." 

Also, both the Home Mission and Foreign 
Mission reports strongly supported and recom- 
mended the programs of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

However, the report of the Mission Board 
stated, "The Board had financial difficulty during 
the latter part of the year due to the general fi- 
nancial depression and the failure of the 
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churches to pay promptly the pledges made to the 
75 Million Campaign." 
The 45 churches reported 344 baptisms. 
1921 

The 1921 meeting was held with the 
Wilmar Baptist Church. Eld. E. W. Westmoreland 
from Crossett, preached the Introductory Sermon 
from Isa. 53:3. 

Col. E; L. Compere was ‘re-elected as 
Moderator, and Eld. C. D. Wood continued as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Eld. L. E. Barton preached the Missionary 
Message. The clerk noted, "another great Mission 
Message by Dr. J. S. Compere, editor of the 
Baptist Advance, from Matt. 28:18-20. Also 
preaching was Eld. E. J. A. McKinney. 

The Orphans Home report stated, "We also 
have an Orphans' Home at Texarkana but this 
committee does not have in hand the facts about 
the home." 

The Report on the 75 Million Campaign 
listed the "five objects fostered by our denomina- 
tion" which were to benefit from the campaign: 
missions, education, orphans home, ministerial 
relief, and hospitals. State missions was to re- 
ceive 21 7/8%, foreign missions 18 3/4%, and 
home missions 15 5/32%. 

The report on State Missions recom- 
mended "that the churches pay their entire year's 
subscription to the 75 Million Campaign so this 
and other causes may not suffer from indebted- 
ness or limitations of the work." 

The first report on stewardship and 
tithing was made this year. 

Note: thus it should be easily observed 
that convention methods had taken charge of the 
association and its operations. Please note the 
pressure being exerted on the churches to accom- 
plish certain "subscriptions." 

1922 

The 1922 meeting was held with Lake Vil- 
lage Baptist Church. The Introductory Message 
was preached by Eld. S.D. Anderson. 

Col. E. L. Compere was re-elected as Mod- 
erator, and Eld. C. D. Wood was re-elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Churches received by Petitionary Letter 
were: Pleasant Valley of Rt. # 3, Wilmar and 
Mountain View, near Monticello 

According toy the historian, @DrJd: Ss. 
Rogers, State Mission Secretary, brought an in- 
spiring message on the 75 million campaign 
from Phil) land Rev, 3:2," 

The Missionary Message was brought by 
Eld. J. B. Luck from Matt. 4:19. 

The State Mission report stated, 'The ma- 
jority of Baptist churches in Arkansas are doing 
State Mission work through the State Mission 
Board of the Arkansas Baptist Convention... 

"It is the duty of the Board to employ an 
adequate force of agents and workers to carry on 
the work, and also to make a full and complete 


report of the work done to the convention in its 
Annual Session. 

"The 75 Million Campaign has con- 
tributed gloriously to State Missions. Scores of 
churches have been assisted in paying their pas- 
tors, and so greatly strengthened." 

The 75 Million Campaign Committee re- 
ported, "The most marvelous period in the his- 
tory of Baptists since Paul, has been the three 
years of the 75 Million Campaign." 

(Note: it doesn't take much analysis from 
these two reports to show that convention ideas 
were beginning to predominate in the 
Bartholomew Association. The next report will 
show an effort to resist the trend) 

G. L. Boles read the report of the Commit- 
tee on the Orphans Home. T. G. Morgan (former 
pastor and messenger from Promise Land) moved 
to amend the report by including the Texarkana 
Home. This motion carried and the name of J. G. 
Carpenter (clerk of Promise Land) was added to 
the committee. 

Then the following report was made on 
the Texarkana Home: "During the past Associa- 
tional year the home at Texarkana has cared for 
36 children and has maintained the Home with 
very little debt. 

"We therefore, urge all Baptists who are in 
sympathy with the Home to be liberal in their 
contributions to the Home so that running ex- 
penses may be met, and the debts paid." 

The report on Associational Missions in- 
cluded this statement, "We believe that it would 
not be contrary to the spirit of the 75 Million 
Campaign for all the churches to take a special 
collection for Associational Missions,..." 

The Publications Report made no men- 
tion of Landmark publications or literature. 


1923 

The 1923 meeting was held with Arkansas 
City Church. Dr. A. H. Autrey brought the Intro- 
ductory Sermon. 

Eld. C. D. Wood was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. G. A. Curry was elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer. 

Eagle Lake, Cross Roads, Magnolia and 
Pleasant Ridge Churches entered the Association 
by petitionary letters. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders J. S. Compere, and Ben Rolland, a returned 
missionary from China. 

The report on Christian Stewardship had 
become the report on Christian Stewardship and 
Church Budgeting. 

The 75 Million Campaign included an- 
other ostentatious report, "If we could relate all 
the facts about this great forward-movement of 
Southern Baptists, the record would read like the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews." 

The State Mission report stated, 
"Arkansas Baptists are doing a good work 
through the State Mission Board..." 
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The Orphans Home report again included 
two separate reports. J. G. Carpenter was a mem- 
ber of the committee of seven. The report on the 
Texarkana Home included, "There are 20 chil- 
dren in the Home.... 

"In the way of improvements, the city wa- 
ter has been piped to the Home,..." Plans were un- 
derway to install running water and bath-rooms 
throughout the home. 

Within the general recommendations was 
the following: "That some definite steps be taken 
looking to the completion of the fund for the 
dormitory in the Monticello Home, and the com- 
pletion of the improvements in the Texarkana 
Home." 

1924 

The 1924 meeting was with the Crossett 
Church. The Introductory Message was brought 
by Eld. C. D. Wood. 

Associational letters were presented and 
messengers seated from 51 churches. The Merid- 
ian Church came into the Association by Peti- 
tionary letter. 

Eld. C. D. Wood was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and Bro. G. A. Curry as Clerk-Treasurer. 

The Missionary Message was preached by 
Eld. G. L. Boles. 

No mention of anything associated with 
the State Association was made, except in the Fi- 
nance Committee report which noted that $4.34 


had been received for the Texarkana Orphans 
Home. 


1925 

The 1925 meeting was held with Marsden 
Baptist Church in Bradley Co. The Annual Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. Blake Smith. 

Eld. C. D. Wood and Bro. G. A. Curry were 
re-elected as Moderator and Clerk-Treasurer. 

Braswell Chapel, near Crossett, petitioned 
the Association for fellowship. 

The historian reported, "The association 
at this time voted to adopt the co-operative pro- 
gram, while the program was yet in its infancy, 
having been inaugurated by the Southern Baptist 
Convention that year at Memphis, Tenn. The as- 
sociation recommended that churches do not des- 
ignate their offerings, but give everything 
through the co-operative program." 

In accord with that action, a report was 
made on the Co-operative Program. Recommen- 
dation # 4 stated, "That every church in the Asso- 
ciation without exception make the best cash re- 
turns possible by securing an offering from every 
member for the 1925 Co-operative Program be- 
fore the meeting of the State Convention.,..." 
(emphasis added-thus another effort to elicit, 
combine, and direct the energies, as typical of 
conventionism) 

Eld. G. F. Jenkins preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon. 


Bartholomew Landmark Association 


Although we are lacking official minutes, 
the Bartholomew Landmark Association was 
organized in 1924. 

The 1925 meeting was held at Pleasant 
Grove Church, 4 miles south of Hamburg. 

1926 

The third annual session was held at 
Cross Roads Church, 10 miles west of Hamburg. 
Churches represented were: 

Pleasant Grove: J. I. Byrd, W. L. Hill, John 
Summerland. The clerk gave a Hamburg address. 

Cross Roads: H. L. Hobbs, S. W. Moore, N. 
G. Ray. The clerk gave a Hamburg address. 

Promise Land: T. G. Morgan, A. T. Pow- 
ers, J. Carpenter 

Eden: J. B. Ware, R. J. Willis, Edd Upshaw. 
The clerk gave a Hamburg address. 

Center Point: C. F. McDaniels, R. C. 
Devine, Virgil Phillips. The clerk gave a Collins 
address. 

Peace Level: J. N. Williams, Lewis 
Christmas, V. Pamplin. This church was located 
at Boydell, 2 miles north of Montrose, on the Mo. 
Pac. RR 

Egypt Church was not represented 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. A. T. Powers. T. G. Morgan was re-elected 


as Moderator and J. G. Carpenter was re-elected 
as Clerk. 

Sunday devotional exercises were led by 
Bro. W. L. Rogers. At 11 AM the State Mission re- 
port was given and the Missionary Sermon was 
preached by Bro. A. T. Powers from Matt. 28:19- 
20. 

The following committees reported: 

Associational Missions: J. B. Ware, R. J. 
Willis, N. G. Ray 

State Missions: A. T. Powers, C. F. Mc- 
Daniels, S. W. Moore 

Foreign Missions: S. W. Moore, R. C. 
Devine, Virgil Phillips 

Orphans Home: J. O. Summerland, W. L. 
Hill, T. G. Morgan 

Sunday School: R. J. Willis, J. B. Ware, J. 
G. Carpenter 

Education: A. T. Powers, J. I. Byrd, H. L. 
Hobbs 

Publications: R. J. Willis, N. G. Ray, S. W. 
Moore 

Nominations: S. W. Moore, W. L. Hill, C. 
A. Carter 

Finance: W. L. Hill, J. O. Summerland, C. 
F. McDaniel 

Temperance: A. T. Powers, J. I. Byrd, H. L. 
Hobbs 
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The following churches were listed: 
church pastor 
Center Point C. A. Carter, Collins 
Promise Land A. T. Powers, Hamburg 
Peace Level E. O. Crane, Monroe, LA 
Pleasant Grove R. J. Willis, Crossett 
Egypt 
Eden Joe Burgess, Hamburg 
The 1927 meeting was scheduled for Peace 
Level Church, two miles north of Montrose. 


Biographical Sketch of Eld. Hogan Allen 

Hogan Allen was born Jan. 20, 1829, in 
Anson Co., NC. His wife was Frances Eleanor 
Rushing, who was born Apr. 1, 1832 in Anson Co., 
NC. They were married in March, 1849, Anson 
Co., NC 

She died July 28, 1895, in Ashley Co., and 
was buried in Mt. Olive Cemetery. 

Eld. Allen was married a second time to a 
Mrs. Foster, who survived him. 

He died July, 1899, also in Ashley Co., AR, 
and was buried in Mt. Olive Cemetery, Ashley Co. 

Hogan Allen was a farmer and Baptist 
preacher. He was a Whig and opposed to succes- 
sion when Arkansas went out of the Union to 
fight with the South in the Civil War. He was left 
at home to see after the men, women, and chil- 
dren left with the slaves. 

According to the obituary published in the 
Arkansas Baptist, | 0 Hogan Allen came to 
Arkansas in 1851 and located first near Lacey in 
Drew Co. He united with Flat Creek Baptist 
Church in November of 1862, and was soon or- 
dained to the ministry. 

J. B. Searcy wrote a biographical article 
for the Baptist Advance. ! 1 Searcy stated, "For 
more than a score of years we were co-laborers in 
the same field. I knew him intimately and es- 
teemed him highly." Searcy also stated the Allens 
came to Arkansas in 1851, "when he professed re- 
ligion and united with the Protestant Methodist 
Church." Searcy reported that Hogan Allen began 
preaching for them in 1858 and continued until 
1861. Searcy wrote, "He became thoroughly satis- 
fied that nothing short of the immersion of a be- 
liever in Christ under the authority of a church of 
Christ constitutes valid baptism. He, therefore, 
united with the Baptist church, was ordained and 
entered fully upon the work of the Baptist min- 
istry." 

Searcy also stated, "He was not a brilliant 
speaker but a man of deep earnestness. He lived a 
pious life and did a great work in his day." 

He was a council Mason, and also, a man 
of practical judgement which resulted in his 
service for four terms in the State Legislature, 
and was a senator from the Seventeenth Judicial 
District, composed of Drew and Ashley Counties. 
His father, William Allen, was associate county 
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clerk mbrs 
C. F. McDaniel, Collins 71 
J. G. Carpenter, Hamburg 326 
V. V. Pamplin, Boydell 31 
J. F. Hill, Hamburg 81 


Grady Upshaw, Hamburg 46 


judge in Anson Co., for several years, and was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 

Following the urge of the California gold 
rush, Hogan at 21, and Frances Eleanor at 18, 
headed toward California in a wagon accompa- 
nied by Harriet, a slave. Their first child, 
Louisiana Haseltine, was born in Anson Co., Dec. 
27, 1849. 

However, they settled in Ashley County, 
where they worked, raised a family, finally died 
and were buried in the Mt. Olive Cemetery at 
Berea. 

One of the Allens' daughters married 
Ruben Madison Etheridge. She was Colen Rebecca 
Allen, the twelfth child born to Hogan and 
Frances Allen, born in Ashley Co., Sep. 8, 1870. 

Ruben Madison Etheridge was born Jan. 
31, 1862 in Ashley Co. The father of Rube George 
Wade Etheridge, who was born in Sumpter Co. AL. 


Eld. Hogan Allen 
Ruben married Colen Rebecca Allen on 
Nov. 4, 1886. She was born on Sep. 8, 1870 and 
died on Nov. 21, 1861. Reuben died Feb. 8, 1939. 
The second of the twelve children born to 
Reuben and Colon Rebecca was Fred Etheridge, 


born Feb. 2, 1889. Fred married Willie Lee 
Higgenbotham. To this union three children were 
born: 

Reuben, who became a Baptist preacher; 
Nell, who married a Baptist preacher; and Fred- 
erick "Rick", who also became a Baptist preacher. 
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Hogan Allen was ordained to preach June 
16, 1862. The organization was reported: 

"Bro. Hogan Allen was ordained to the 
work of the gospel ministry, by prayer and the 
laying on of the hands of the eldership on the 
16th day of June, 1862. He was called to ordina- 
tion by the Flat Creek Church of which he was a 
member which had ample opportunity to become 
acquainted with his piety and ministerial gifts. 

"The ordination council was composed of 
C. W. Kinnard and N. A. Watson, brethren from 
Mt. Zion and Mt. Olive Churches, who after delib- 
erate and thorough examination of the candidate 
cordially received him for ordination. Our 
beloved brother, the bearer of this paper, has, 
therefore, the entire approbation of the ordain- 
ing council in being publicly set apart to preach 
the gospel and administer the ordinances of 
Christ. 

"May he, like Barnabas, be ‘full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith’, and through him may 
‘much people be added to the Lord'." 


Although he was pastor of several 
churches within the Bartholomew Association, 
he was always a messenger from Mt. Olive 
Church. Elder Allen pastored the Mt. Olive 
Church during most of his ministry, beginning in 
Sep. 1862. The "A" page from the membership 
list, which would indicate when the Allens first 
joined the Mt. Olive Church, was missing. 

The first mention in the minutes was 
Sep., 1862, "After divine services by Bro. Allen, 
the church met in conference after electing 
Brother Allen Moderator Pro Temp." The next 
mention was Aug., 1863, when the church raised 
twenty seven dollars and paid to Brother Allen 
for missionary purposes. He was apparently 
elected as pastor for the first time in Sep., 1864. 
The minute for July, 1865 reported several added 
during the revival meeting by experience and 
baptism. Included were Louisiana Haseltine and 
Mildred Allen, two of his daughters. In Sep. 1878 
the church called Eld. J. F. Griffin as pastor. But 
in Oct. of 1880 Elder Allen was again called as 
pastor. The minutes show that he held the ser- 
vices on May 29, 1899. Then one week after his 
death the minutes read, "The church passed a res- 
olution to erect a monument at Bro. and Sis. Al- 
lens' graves and appoint a committee to see other 
churches to get them to help us in raising the 
money...." 

From the Associational minutes, we can 
understand some of his pastoral activities. In ad- 
dition to helping organize the Promise Land 
Church, he was the first pastor, and also pastored 
several times throughout the years, including 
1890, 1891, and 1893. The minutes of Promise 
Land report than on the 4th Lord's Day in August, 
1863, Hogan Allen, J. V. McCullock, W. W. Wood 
and W. P. Kitchens formed a presbytery for the 
purpose of organizing the church. The message 
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was by Eld. McCullock, who was pastor of the Mt. 
Olive Church, which was organized in 1859. 

He also pastored the Flat Creek Church 
for many years. This church, thought to be the 
first in Ashley Co. was organized the 3rd Sunday 
in August, 1845. Eld. Hogan was pastor from 
1862-1863, 1874-1876, 1880-1887, and 1888- 
1890. 

He was moderator of the Association in 
1877, 1883, 1884. In 1891 he was chairman of the 
State Mission Committee, which recommended, 
"Fully endorsing the work of State Missions. 
Would recommend the continuance of the coop- 
eration of this body in that work." 

He preached the Introductory Sermon in 
1892, which the clerk termed "a good plain prac- 
tical sermon." 

In 1893 he served on the committee for 
Associational Missions and also preached at the 
arbor. In 1894 he led the session in prayer, and 
again served on the committee for Associational 
Missions. He was also appointed as a correspond- 
ing messenger to the Friendship Association. 

In 1894 G. D. Moore was listed as pastor of 
Promise Land. Hogan Allen was pastor at Beech 
Creek, Mt. Olive, and Mt. Pleasant. 

In 1895 Hogan Allen was appointed as 
chairman of the committee on Associational 
Missions, and also served on the Orphans' Home 
Committee. 

In 1896 Hogan Allen preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from I Cor. 13:48 (?). He was 
again on the Associational Missions committee, 
and was chairman of the Publications Commit- 
tee. During the Sunday School Mass Meeting he 
"spoke of duties of parents and the importance of 
the work." 

The Monday Morning session was opened 
at 8 AM with a 30 minute song and prayer service 
led by Eld. Hogan Allen. 

In 1896 Eld. Allen was not listed as a pas- 
tor. He was a messenger from Mt. Olive at Berea. 
Eld. J. W. Simms was pastor of Promise Land. 

In 1897 Hogan Allen was listed as pastor 
of Friendship, Mt. Zion # 1, Mt. Olive, Pleasant 
Grove and Shilo. He served on the Foreign Mis- 
sion committee and was chairman of the Associ- 
ational Missions committee. He was also selected 
as a delegate to the State Convention. 

The 1898 meeting was held at Promise 
Land. Eld. Allen served on the committee to ar- 
range for preaching, was chairman of the com- 
mittee on Associational Missions. He was elected 
as a corresponding messenger to the Friendship 
Association, and was again elected as a delegate 
to the State Convention. He was pastor of Friend- 
ship, Promise Land, and Shiloh. 

The 1899 Committee on Obituaries re- 
ported: "Since the last meeting of the association 
one of our standard bearers has passed to his re- 
ward, our beloved Brother, Hogan Allen. We 
greatly miss him but we should be submissive to 
the will of him who doth all things well. Let us be 
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prepared to meet him where parting is no more. 
We recommend that a committee be appointed to 
write a suitable obituary to be published in the 
Arkansas Baptist and other papers if thought 
best, this body to pay the expense of same. 

"We also recommend that the churches of 
this association be requested to take a collection 
and raise funds necessary to erect a suitable 
monument over Bro. Allen's grave." 


Bartholomew Association Churches 


Egypt Landmark Missionary Baptist 


Church, Hamburg 

Egypt Missionary Baptist Church, located 
in Longview Township, Ashley Co., eight (8) miles 
NW of Hamburg, is the oldest current member of 
the Bartholomew Association. 

Early records of the organization were 
lost and not much is known for sure. The corner 
stone of the present building, which was first 
placed in a previous building, stated the church 
was established in 1842. There were several early 
settlers who worked to establish churches in this 
area of the state beginning about 1845. Among 
these were Elders Y. R. Royal, Benaiah Carroll 
and Uriah Parker. It is supposed one of these men 
assisted in the organization of Egypt Church. 

Egypt Church was in existence, but was 
not a charter member of the Bartholomew Asso- 
ciation when it was organized in 1850. However, 
the Association met with Egypt Church in 1857. 
Goodspeed's History, (written in the 1880's) inter- 
viewed people in the area while writing the his- 
tory of Ashley Co. These informants stated Egypt 
Church was in existence before Beech Creek 
Church (1849). 

According to information from the 
Bartholomew Assoc. Minute, the membership of 
Egypt Church in 1860 was thirty (30), the pastor 
was Charles W. Kinard, and the delegates to the 
association were: A. T. Thompson, W. P. Agee and 
IL Carline: 

The earliest records in existence date 
from February, 1904. These records indicate that 
church conferences were held on Saturday before 
the fourth Sunday in each month. In October, 
1933, the conference meetings were changed to 
Saturday night meetings. 

In the minutes of Nov. 28, 1943, it was 
mentioned that each lady was asked to give a hen 
to raise money for paint for inside of the church 
house. $12.32 was raised from the sale of the 
hens. 

The first mention of moving the old 
church building was in 1946. In October, 1949, 
the church voted to establish a building fund to 
build a new church building. Apparently the 
building was completed by 1959, and discussion 
was opened concerning an appropriate corner- 
stone. Finally on April 4, 1968, the church voted 
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on information on the cornerstone which was 
placed in front of the church. 

On Oct. 14, 1956, Egypt Church voted to 
join the other Missionary Baptist Churches in 
the Youth Rally. The first Youth Rally was held at 
Egypt Church in December, 1956. 
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Promise Land Missionary Baptist Church, 
Hamburg 

Promise Land Missionary Baptist Church 
was organized the fourth Sunday in August, 1863, 
in the Promise Land School House. The pres- 
bytery was comprised of Elders Hogan Allen, J. V. 
McCullock, W. W. Wood, and W. P. Kitchens. The 
message was by Eld. McCullock, who was pastor 
of the Mt. Olive Church, which was organized in 
1859. 

The~ eleven charter ‘memiberss: were: 
William Bell, Robert Stell, Robert Kelley, J. L. 
Pledger, Henry Bell, Martha Kelley, Martha Stell, 
Margaret Stell, Clara G. Haley, Nancy C. Taylor, 
and Amanda Waldrop. 

Eld. Hogan Allen was the first pastor, 
Robert J. Stell was the first clerk, and William 
Bell was the first deacon. 

The first regular meeting place was a log 
school house, until a boxed building was erected 
at the present location. The records show that in 
Aug., 1870 a committee was appointed to negoti- 
ate and purchase the land the church stands on. 
In Jan., 1871 it was reported that title to the land 
has been secured. Oil lamps were purchased in 
Nov., 1872. In Oct., 1880 a motion was made to 
repair the church and ceil it overhead. 

The second frame building, 56 X 36 feet, 
was completed in 1895. Additional land was pur- 
chased in 1916 to make a five-acre square. 

The third building was dedicated in May, 
1956. This was a tile brick structure, with a 56 X 
36 feet auditorium, and an educational building 
of the same size with Sunday School rooms and a 
pastor's study. 
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In 1971 the auditorium was remodeled 
and six additional rooms were added. 

In May, 1980, the church voted to con- 
struct a new auditorium, 50 X 90 feet, with a seat- 
ing capacity of 400, at an estimated cost of 
$110,000.00. Work was started in June, and the 
first service was held in the new building on Dec. 
21, 1980. 

Records show that in Nov., 1926 a com- 
mittee was appointed to see about building a pas- 
tor's home. In Aug., 1928 work was begun on the 
home, which was then located south of the 


church location.!2 The present parsonage, adja- 
cent to the church on the north, was built in 1967. 

Eld. Hogan Allen assisted in the organiza- 
tion, and was the first pastor. From the biograph- 
ical sketch of Eld. Allen, it can be noted he served 
as pastor for many years until his death in 1899. 

In August, 1894, 33 members were added 
during the protracted meeting, and in Sep., 1902 
there were 62 additions, 46 by baptism, 8 by let- 
ter, and 8 by restoration. 

A Ladies' Auxiliary was organized in 
1907. Prayer Meeting was begun on Wednesday 
nights and a Baptist Young People's Union were 
started in 1913. 

In Oct., 1930 the church had a homecom- 
ing and called the roll of membership. The orga- 
nization letter and the names of the charter 
members were read. 

It should be noted that Promise Land 
Church has been consistent in Associational par- 
ticipation on the local, state and national levels. 
The Promise Land messengers in 1922 were T. G. 
Morgan, J. G. Carpenter, J. C. Higginbotham, Jr. 
The messengers in 1923 were J. C. Carpenter, R.Z. 
Stell, and G. M. Kelly. 

The 1924 minute records, "Pastor read the 
articles of agreement as adopted by the Associa- 
tion (Landmark Bartholomew Assoc.) and on mo- 
tion and second the church adopted the same." 


Pauline Missionary Baptist Church 
Monticello 

Pauline MBC was organized on Sep. 28, 
1930. At the conclusion of a ten-day meeting con- 
ducted by Eld. Alexander Calvert, a missionary 
from Rison, fourteen people covenanted to be- 
come a Baptist Church. 

The charter members were T. I. Vick (an 
ordained minister), O. J. Shook, Sr. (an ordained 
deacon), Eury V. Shook, Lela Shook, Euel and 
Selma Crook, Brookshir Vick, F. G. Owen, Her- 
man Owen, S. W. Mayo, Winnie Brookings, 
Gladys Blythe, Nancy Cazort, and Maud Scott. 

Bro. Calvart was given the privilege of 
naming the new church. He made the following 
statement: "Since this church is founded on the 
doctrines and teachings of the Pauline Epistles 
and it truly a New Testament Church, we shall 
call it the Pauline Missionary Baptist Church." 
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The opportunity was extended for recep- 
tion of additional members. Received upon pro- 
fession of faith for baptism were Lee Sullivan, 
Ruby Owen, and Marvin and Anna Boyd. 

Bro. Calvert was called as the first pastor, 
and T. I. Vick was elected as clerk and treasurer. 
O. J. Shook, Sr., S. W. Mayo, and F. G. Owen were 
named as messengers to the Bartholomew Asso- 
ciation which met with Shiloh Church, Ashley 
Co., October, 1930. 

A Sunday School with sixty-one charter 
members and a Training Course were organized 
from the beginning, and Ladies Auxiliary within 
three years thereafter. 

Until the church could save enough 
money to begin construction, meetings were held 
in a tent. These were the “Great Depression” 
years, filled with struggles. Even so, the young 
church contributed to all levels of mission work, 
in addition to Christian Education and 
Texarkana Baptist Orphanage. 

By 1939 the church was financially able 
to build a stucco structure on the corner of Dil- 
lard and Jackson Streets on lots purchased in 
1931. As the years went by, the inside and outside 
space became insufficient for the growing congre- 
gation. The church bought six acres on North 
Hyatt Street where new facilities and a pastorium 
were built. First services were conducted in the 
new building in 1965. A wing providing more edu- 
cation space was added in 1977. 

The first Missionary Baptist Student Fel- 
lowship was organized in 1954 at A & M College 
(now UA Monticello), under the sponsorship of 
Pauline Church. Interstate Missionary John 
Goodman was named as the first MBSF director 
in 1969. Bro. Goodman co-ordinated the building 
of the student center, which was completed and 
dedicated in 1972. 

In addition to Elder Calvert (1930-1935), 
other early pastors of Pauline were A. T. Powers 
1935-1940, I. K. Cross 1940-1941, John L. Causey 
1941-1942, John A. Moore 1942-1945, and L. 
Chester Guinn 1945-1948. 

Ministers ordained by Pauline were: Win- 
fred Mears and Havis McBryde in 1941, Morris 
Cloud in 1948, Doyle Temple in 1950, Richard 
Akin in 1952, and Randy Cloud in 1966. 


Shady Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Monticello 

Shady Grove MBC was established on Aug. 
11, 1934. There were 32 charter members, who 
came from Friendship MBC. 

An acre of land, 5 miles south of Monti- 
cello on Hwy. 425 was donated, and work was 
started on the church building in July of 1934. 
The church met in this building until June 24, 
1990, when a brick sanctuary was completed. The 
old building was remodeled and made into class- 
rooms. 
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Bro. C. G. Carter from Warren served as 
the first pastor. Other pastors have been Brethren 
L. B. Mosley, Jack Jordan, Sr., Ralph Parnell, 
Roy Reed, R. O. White, Clyde Darden, and Bobby 
Grimes. 


West Crossett Missionary Baptist Church 

West Crossett MBC was organized on Sep. 
18, 1938 under a brush arbor, across the, road 
from the site of the present building. 

The church was organized at the conclu- 
sion of a revival meeting by Bro. R. J. Willis and 
Bro. Hoyt Chastain. It is believed that Pauline 
MBC extended the authority for organization. 

The charter members were Bro. and Sis. R. 
J. Willis, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. McDougald, Mr. and 
Mrs. T. E. McDougald, Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Doss, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Pennington, Mr. and Mrs. Car- 
roll Kelley, Pat Murphy, Mrs. Loyle Bunn, Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen Clark, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
White, and Leonard Sturdivant. 

Bro. S. E. Powell was the first pastor, and 
Bro. Pat Murphy was the first clerk. Other pas- 
tors have been Brethren R. J. Willis, Pat Murphy, 
C. T. Taylor, R. W. Davis, A. T. Suskey, Ruben 
Etheridge, Robert Smith, Leroy Polk, Bob Taylor, 
C. E. Van Ness, John Hayden, Thomas Lea, David 
Logan, Harold Richardson, Paul Bazar, James 
Ebert, John Williams, and John Marlar. 

On Dec. 11, 1938 the Crossett Co. donated 
.04 acres of land for a church and Sunday School 
building. A building was soon erected. The church 
later purchased adjacent land and built a new 
building. 

Sometime in the late 1950's a building 
was purchased from Crossett Lumber Co. and 
moved to the church site to be used as a parson- 
age. Anew parsonage was built in 1972. 

During this same time improvements, 
such as heating, cooling, carpet, etc. were made to 
the church buildings. 

In August of 1973 land was purchased be- 
hind the old building. A new church building was 
started. The first services were held on Oct. 19, 
1975, and the building was dedicated on March 
21. 1976: 

In the late 1950's a mission was autho- 
rized in North Crossett, that was eventually or- 
ganized into Pine Forest MBC. 

In January, 1983, the church voted to 
sponsor Bro. Noriyuli Ishii, as a student in the 
Seminary. He returned to Japan as a missionary 
in 1987 under the sponsorship of West Crossett. 
In 1984 the church voted to sponsor a mission in 
Auburn, NY. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Hamburg 
Calvary MBC was organized Sep. 20, 1942 
after a great revival under an arbor on Washing- 
ton St., with Eld. J. L. Causey, Sr. and missionary 
J. R. Willis. 


The following were charter members: Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Carpenter, Mr. and Mrs. J.W. 
Shockley, Miss Catherine Shockley, Mrs. Bell 
Reed, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Stafford, Miss Lois Ann 
Shelton, Mrs. T.S. Boykin, Mr. and Mrs. Guy 
White, Miss Mary Edith White, Mr. Edward 
White, Mrs. Charles Knight, Miss Mary McAbee, 
Miss Martha Sue Richardson, Mrs. Claude 
McAbee, Mrs. A.O. Hobbs, Mr. and Mrs. H.L. 
Hobbs, Mrs. Frank Richardson, Mr. Carroll C. 
Kelley, Mr. and Mrs. M.A. Sanson, Mr. and Mrs. 
W.J. Hill, Mr. Billy Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Monroe 
Sheiron, Mrs. Albert Kellum, Mrs. Willie Kidwell, 
Mrs. Bob Wallace, Mrs. Omelia Johnson, Mrs. 
Leroy Bunn, and Mrs. Bernice Farmer Teague. 

Seven of the charter members were living 
in, 1992; 

The first services were under the arbor, in 
a rented cafe building, in the county courthouse, 
and in a building on the fair grounds. 

Finally a large one-room wooden struc- 
ture was built in 1943. A Sunday School was or- 
ganized on Sep. 19, 1943. 

Eld. J. L. Tucker became pastor in Decem- 
ber, 1945. Other early pastors were Elders S.L. 
Tucker, Wayne Easlon, Fred Vining, E.J. Pen- 
nington, Jack Jordan, Glenn Perry, Jackie 
Adams, Deryl Fountain, and Henry Jackson. 

Four Sunday Schools rooms were built, 
and the first parsonage was bought in June, 1954. 

A new auditorium was started during 
1957. During that time the church met in the 
community building and courthouse for five 
months. The church moved into the unfinished 
auditorium on Jan. 12, 1958. 

Additional education space was built in 
the mid 1960's, consisting of a 80 foot by 40 foot 
building with thirteen rooms. In 1968 a four bed- 
room, brick parsonage was built. A Fellowship 
Hall was built in the mid 1970's. 

The church led in the establishment of 
two missions, and assisted the Bartholomew As- 
sociation with five other mission works. 


South Crossett Missionary Baptist Church, 


Crossett 

South Crossett MBC was organized on 
July 16, 1943. Bro. R. J. Willis, Associational 
Missionary of the churches of the Bartholomew 
Assoc., acted as Moderator. 

In the mid to late 1800's, the Central Bap- 
tist Church was organized at Berea, east of Ham- 
burg, near the Promise Land Community. Years 
later, in 1906, members from the Central Church 
were instrumental in the organization of Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church in North Crossett. 

In 1911, Magnolia Baptist Church was or- 
ganized with most of its charter members coming 
from Old Central. They had been meeting with 
the people of Mt. Olive but decided they needed a 
church closer to their area. Early pastors of Mag- 


Bartholomew Baptist Association B37 


nolia include Brethren C. E. Hollis, Alonzo Willis 
and R. J. Willis. 

In 1938, when Magnolia affiliated with 
the S.B.C., a group went out from Magnolia and 
formed the West Crossett MBC with Bro. R. J. 
Willis, the Bartholomew Associational Mission- 
ary. Then on July 16, 1943, at a meeting in the old 
Thompson Store Building, the First Missionary 
Baptist Church of South Crossett was organized. 

Charter members were: Winnie Dean 
Pennington, Roy J. Pennington, Hattie Mae Pen- 
nington, Mrs. Sidney Johnson, Mrs. A. G. 
Williams, and Mrs. Elsie Will. 

The first church building was constructed 
on Gibson Street, beginning in November, 1943. 
The building was dedicated in July, 1945. 

The first parsonage was built in 1948. The 
second parsonage was built in January, 1959. The 
present parsonage was finished in April, 1972. 

From 1950-1953, the church extended the 
auditorium and added eight rooms in back of the 
church. 

In May, 1966, the church voted to build 
the present church building after Georgia-Pacific 
donated the land on Hwy. 133. The buildings were 
dedicated on Sep. 1, 1967. In January, 1977, the 
church voted to build the fellowship building. 

Pastors of the church have been Brethren: 
Carl Farrar, Wayne Easlon, Douglas Perdue, 
Tommy Miller, Vernon Lierly, Peter Nortier, Ja- 
cob Bagby, J. R. Cecil, John Holly, Leroy Polk, 
Clarence Moran, Adrian Jordan, Jesse Shepherd, 
Hollis McDermott, James Holdiness, Julius 
Copeland, and Ray Jones. 


Liberty Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 
Bastrop, LA 

Liberty Chapel MBC was organized on 
May 4, 1986, under the sponsorship of Hollis 
Chapel MBC, Hamburg. Bro. Roy Craig of Cros- 
sett, AR was called as the first pastor. 

The charter members were: Bill and Lois 
Brown; Roy and Edith Craig; Mickey and Angie 
Farrar; George, Jewell and Ann Freeman; Lucille 
Hickenbottom; Douglas, Christine, and Gary Hol- 
land; Carrie Kindrix; Waymon and Alice Launius; 
Bobby, Johnnie and Keith McLeod; Eugene and 
Judy Morris; Kennon and JoAnn Noble; Mary 
Norsworthy; Virginia Ramshur; Leslie Richard; 
Fred, Nancy, Mike and Susan Sivils; Mike and 
Becky Spenser; Evelyn Thompson; J.W. and 
Willie Mae Tullos; Darrell, Elaine and Jimmy 
White. 

The church rented a vacant church plant 
with the option to buy, and this option was exer- 
cised in June of 1986. The building has a capacity 
of about 200 in the auditorium, a fellowship hall 
with kitchen, Sunday School office and seven 
Sunday School rooms. 

The church is still located in this same 
building at 1403 Montgomery Ave. in Bastrop. 
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ISome information was adapted from a 100-year his- 
tory of the Association from the Convention perspec- 
tive. Some references will be made to comments by the 
author, who is unknown. 


2 According to the 1850 census, Madison J. Denson was 
born about 1816 in AL, and his wife, Josephine, was 
born about 1821 in NC. Their oldest son, Madison, was 
born in MS about 1838 and a daughter, Abigal, was 
also born in MS about 1844. Another daughter, Eliza- 
beth, was born in AR about 1846. This would date 
their arrival in AR at about 1845. In the 1860 census 
Eld. Denson listed real estate valued at $4,000 and 
personal property valued at $10,000. 


3 According to the 1850 census, Benaiah Carroll was 
born about 1807 in NC. His wife, Mary E. was born 
about 1812, also in NC. John M. Carroll was born about 
1832 in NC, and Benjamin H. was born about 1843 in 
MS. The birth of a younger daughter, Francis in MS, 
who was three year of age in 1850, would indicate the 
Carrolls came to AR after 1847. 


4 This would be Eld. Joab Pratt, who organized the 
Philadelphia Church in the Pine Bluff Association. 
Please see that chapter for more information. 


According to the 1850 census, Uriah H. Parker was 
born about 1798 in GA, and his wife, Mary, was born 
about 1808 in SC. Their oldest child, Jacob was born in 
AL about 1829, and their youngest John was also born 
in AL about 1847. This would mean they came to AR in 
1847 or later. They lived in Bradley Co. The 1860 cen- 
sus listed the value of real estate at $5000 and per- 
sonal property at $8000. 


6 According to the 1850 census, Young R. Royal was 
born in NC about 1814. Apparently his wife was 
Elizabeth, aged 17, and they had two daughters, 
Elizabeth, age 2, and Ruth, age 1, both born in AR. 


’This is the first mention of J. B. Searcy in the min- 
utes. He was a messenger from Cornersville Church in 
Drew Co., and was pastor of Bethlehem Church, also 
in Drew Co. 


8This paper was started in 1858 with P.S.G. Watson 
as editor. After a few issues the paper ceased publica- 
tion. Apparently efforts to revive the paper were also 
slow in developing. In the 1869 minutes of the ABSC, 
the following may be noted: The Report on 
Publications included, "...we recommend the adoption 
of 'The Baptist,’ edited by Dr. J. R. Graves, Memphis, 
Tennessee, as our 'State Paper.’ And further that we 
make definite arrangements with the editor respect- 
ing what number of columns we may use each week for 
the publication of Arkansas matter." 


9Dr. J. S. Rogers incorporated most of the Searcy ma- 
terial into this history; approximately half the book 
is made up of quotes from Searcy's reports. His his- 
tory, published in 1948, was titled History of 
Arkansas Baptists. 

10 Arkansas Baptist, August 16, 1899. 

1 1 Baptist Advance, Feb. 15, 1912. 

12} should be noted that four or five churches in the 
State had full-time preaching at this time, and even 
fewer provided a home for the pastor. 
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In introducing the history of the Associa- 
tion, Mrs. W. N. Paschal wrote: 

"The Columbia Baptist Association was 
formed from the sturdy pioneer stock of Al- 
abama, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, and the 
Carolinas. Honest, industrious, God-fearing peo- 
ple they were, with wisdom of years, and firm in 
the faith of their fathers. They were men and 
women whose forefathers proved their mettle... 

"Wagons drawn by oxen slowly moved 
along dim trails as the tide of migration flowed 
westward. Their first homes and churches were 
built of hand-hewn logs from the forests; furni- 
ture was fashioned by hand. 

"Their hardships were many, the plainest 
of food was scarce, medicine was almost un- 
known, untimely death and disease were preva- 
lent and it was only by their faith and persever- 
ance and God's mercy and grace that they could 
persevere, and hand down to us this wonderful 
heritage for which we should be so thankful." 

The Columbia Baptist Association was 
organized in 1852, the same year Columbia Co. 
was formed. We have no formal information rel- 
ative to the organization, since the 1862 Minute 
is the first official record. However, in the hand- 
written records of the Antioch East Church, Au- 
gust, 1852, the following entry was made: 

"Resolved to petition the association [this 
would either be the Red River or Liberty] for a let- 
ter of dismission to unite with other churches in 
forming a new association if we can -- which pe- 
tition was granted by our association." 

The March, 1853 record reads: "Resolved 
that we request a meeting of such churches as 
may feel interest to meet and by representation 
at Antioch Church on Saturday before the fifth 
Sabbath in July meet for the purpose of organiz- 
ing an association, and that the clerk address by 
letter or otherwise churches in our bounds 
known to be holding letters [of dismission] to 
meet with us in such convention, and that a copy 
of this resolution be sent to the Editor of the Ten- 
nessee Baptist for publication." 

In July the following was entered: "Know- 
ing our house to be insufficient for the accommo- 
dation of the congregation and convention, 
Resolved that the following brethren be ap- 
pointed as a committee to ask leave to use the 
Methodist Church during the setting of the con- 
vention Saturday before 5th Sabbath in July. 

It appears the September, 1853, entry 
records the official organization: "Resolved to 
meet with the Dorcheat Church on Saturday be- 
fore the first Sabbath October following (1853) at 
which time to endeavor to organize an associa- 
tion, which meeting was held at the time and 
place appointed and an association organized 
upon eleven churches and in accordance with the 


request of the church the first annual meeting of 
this body will be held with Antioch Church 
commencing on Saturday before the second Sab- 
bath in October, 1854." 

Time of organization, Oct. 1, 1853. 


Beech Creek Church 

According to available information, the 
Beech Creek Church, near Waldo was organized 
on June 22, 1850, and is the oldest church in the 
area. From the history of that church, furnished 
by Mrs. Patricia Clark, church clerk, and a bio- 
graphical sketch on Edward Haynes, published 
in the Arkansas Advance,” Baptist beginnings in 
the area may be traced to Edward Haynes, first 
pastor in the area, and the charter members of 
Beech Creek Church: 

The first church building, constructed of 
hewn logs and other hewn timbers, was located 
on four acres given by Robert Warren, Sr. It was 
replaced about 1898. 

The present building was built in 1959. It 
is a block building, and is located where the orig- 
inal building sat. The building was dedicated on 
ADI. o, 1959: 

Churches organized out of or by Beech 
Creek: Shiloh (at the Lamertine Community); 
Bethel (at the Bethel Community); and Davis 
Chapel (a black church in the Davis Community) 

Pastors of Beech Creek include Elders 
William Daniels, J. H.Brockman, Story, Davis, 
Joseph Downs, Swinny, Barnett,Ballard, R. W. 
Lands, L. A. Oxford, J. C. Vaughn, G. W. Dorman, 
I. N. Brown, Burges, Compton, L. M. Byers, E. B. 
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Jones, Hollis Purtle, N. L. Eddy, H. S. McLaren 
and Fred Stevenson. 
Charter Members 

The following information has been ex- 
tracted from census records and the letter from 
Patricia Clark.® 

In the 1840's Robert Harris Warren and an 
Aldridge family came to Arkansas in covered 
wagons and settled in the community, which 
they named Beech Creek. The township was 
named Warren. 

The 1850 census for Clarke Township 
showed Robert Warren, SR. as being 62 years of 
age, a farmer, born in VA, Feb. 16, 1788. His wife 
was Lydia [Minter], age 54, born in NC, May 30, 
17952 She died Jan+ 165187 4.in Lee. Co: LX. He 
died Jan. 21, 1859 and was buried at Beech Creek 
Cemetery. 

John M. Warren was 34 years of age, born 
in TN. His wife, Sephronia, was 32, born in AL. 
Their three oldest children, Robert C., age 12, 
John M., age 10, and Lidia W., age 3, were born in 
MS. Andrew J., age 1, was born in AR. John War- 
ren was one of the first sheriffs for Columbia Co. 


Beech Creek was represented in the 1900 
meeting by C. L. Warren, A. J. Warren and 
Charles Clark. Thus, it should be noticed that the 
Warrens were prominent in associational affairs 
even after 1900. 

Mary Green, was the wife of Felix Green. 
He was 37, born in GA, and she was 30, also born 
in GA: 

Ezekiel England was 50 years of age, a 
farmer, and stated his birthplace was unknown. 
His wife was Sarah, age 35, born in TN. Their 
four older children ranging in ages from 9 to 3 
were born in TN. The youngest Matilda was four 
months old, born in AR. 


Edward Haynes 

The Haynes family came from Wales-- 
they had been Baptists there. 

Eld. Edward Haynes moved from GA to AR 
in 1837 and lived first in Independence Co., near 
Batesville, where he organized and preached for 
churches. Later he moved to Lafayette Co., and 
was in the Saline Association, the territory 
reaching from Little Rock to Texas... 

Later he was in the organization of the 
Red River Association (1848), where the most of 
his ministerial life was spent in organizing and 
preaching for the churches, baptizing hundreds 
of people. He was moderator frequently of the As- 
sociation. That was the horseback-saddlebags- 
Bible-and-hymn-book day for Arkansas Bap- 
tists. 

He was also a member of the Convention 
when it was organized in 1848 near Tulip, Dallas 
Co., and preached the Convention Sermon (then 
the Convention was much like our present State 
Association). 


Toward the close of the Civil War, he 
moved to Hood Co., TX, and died in 1869. 


William Daniel 

The 1873 minute of the Association car- 
ried a short tribute to William Daniel: "Although 
our brother was not residing within the bounds 
of this Association at the time of his death, yet 
his long residence in our midst, and exemplary 
deportment as a Christian minister have given 
him a place in our affections and esteem. 

The minute also stated Eld. Daniel had 
been "an ordained minister for nearly thirty 
years, and a member of this Association from the 
date of its existence to the time of our last meet- 
hice 

5 The 1850 census showed William Daniels 
was 45 years of age and was born in GA. His wife, 
Mary, was 46 years of age, also born in GA. All 
their children were born in GA. The youngest was 
six, which would indicate they came to AR some 
time after 1844. 

1862 

The 1862 Minute reported that as being 
the Tenth Annual session of the Association, 
which was also held at Antioch Church. The 
minute states, "In order to transact the business 
of the Association in one day, on motion, the 
Introductory Sermon was dispensed with." 

Eld. H. R. Hughey was elected as Modera- 
tor and H. J. Stamps as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Shiloh, Lebanon, Pleasant Hill, Corinth, Mace- 
donia, Beech Creek, and Spring Branch. 

The Committee on Preaching announced 
that Eld. J. Short would preach at 11 on the Sab- 
bath, to be followed by Eld. J. Q. Burnett, with 
Eld. J. T. Downs to preach at 3 PM. 

Committees were appointed to report on 
Documents, Ministerial Support, Sabbath 
Schools, Finances, and Obituary. 

The Committee on Documents reported 
they found "the churches enjoying peace and 
harmony, and a good number of them report re- 
vivals in their midst." 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools 
found "there is not a Sabbath School reported in 
the bounds of the Association." 

Ordained ministers in the Association in 1862: L. 
W. Baker, Calhoun; D. Reeves, Calhoun; L. J. 
Ford, Gordon, La.; S. Harris, Dorcheat; J. Q. Bur- 
nett, Dorcheat; Wm. Daniel, Smithland; R. L. 
Wheeless, Smithland; H. R. Hughey, Forest Grove; 
Thomas Gibson, Forrest Grove; T. J. Pearce, 
Leake's Store; J. T. Downs, Springhill, AR; E. N. 
Chennault, Liddesdale; Isaac Martin, Falcon: 
John Aaron, Atlanta; Hillery Phillips, Atlanta; 
J. M. Bull, Petersburg 

1865 

The 1865 meeting was held with Antioch 
West Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. J. T. Downs from I Cor. 12:20. 


Eld. J. Q. Burnett was elected as Moderator and H. 
J. Stamps was elected as Clerk. 


A petitionary letter was received from 
Pleasant Grove Church. Delegates were T. K. 


Smith, J. P. Roberson, P. Farrar, S. C. Edwards, 
and MeDonald. 


Churches 
Antioch 


Antioch, 
Calhoun 


Atlanta 


Beech 
Creek 
Boyette's 
Spring 
Corinth 


Chalyb'te 
Springs 
Dorcheat 


Forest 
Grove 
Hepzibah 


Lebanon 


Macedo- 
nia 
Magnolia 


Mace-do- 
nia #2 
Mt. Olive 


New 
Bethel 
New Hope 


Provi- 
dence 
Pleasant 
Hill 

Red River 


Western 


Clerks 
isher 
Stamps 


N.F. 
Machen 


N.F. Smith 


eA. 
Snider 
Pale 
Parker 
R.G. Mc- 
Tyre 

J. Beaty 


W. H. Rudd 


A. Byrne 


D.M. 
Young 

RAG 
Hartin 

S. Tarrans 


JIedebelt 


eee 
Boswell 
J. Smith 


J.A. 
Pitman 
C.S. Man- 
crief 

W. Parsley 


W.N. Fort 


Ja Lave 
lor 

R.L. Knigh- 
ton 


W.M. 


Evans 


J. Tally 


Pastor 
Isaac Mar- 
tin 


J.Q. Bur- 
nett 


J. Short 
J.T. Downs 


H.R. 
Hughey 
J.O. Luck 


L. J. Ford 


J.Q. Bur- 
nett 

H.R. 
Hughey 
Thomas 
Gibson 
ikJeeecarce 


J.Q. Bur- 
nett 

Isaac Mar- 
tin 

J.T. Downs 


J.O. Luck 


E.N. Chen- 
nault 
J.O. Luck 


L.W. 
Baker 
J.O. Luck 


H.R. 
Hughey 
gis 
Hughey 
Isaac Mar- 
tin 

J.T. Downs 


L.W. Baker 


E.N. Chen- 
nault 
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A corresponding messenger from the No. 
Louisiana Assoc. was seated. Corresponding mes- 


sengers were appointed to the Red River, Liberty 
and No. Louisiana Associations. 


District meetings were scheduled for 
Beech Creek, Hepsibah, and Atlanta. 


Statistical Table 1862 


Deacons 

TAkwesmith, P. Farrar; 
W.P. Ferguson, W.G. 
Ray, W. Cooper, H. J. 
Stamps 

W.P. Owsley 


E. Tally, L. Tally, 
W.J. Aubrey 


J. Boyette 

H. Ray, J.R. Dunn 
Daniel Greene 

J. Parker 


Bethel Smith 


R.K. Hartin 

W.S. McDaniel 
R.B. Archer, S. Tar- 
rans, J. McDaniel 


S.B. Martin 


J.B. Stephens 
S. Chennault 
Acdaelley 
W. Boyd 

G.W. Dorman 


H.M. LeMay, 
T. Malone 
E. Boyett 


T.L. Knighton 


W. Cornish, B. Baker, 
T. Mallock 
C. Tally 


Delegates 
H.J. Stamps, W. G. 


Ray, T.K. Smith, S.C. 
Edwards, W.P. Fergu- 
son 

L.W. Baker, A.J. 
Brewer, W. B. Owsley, 
E.C. Paschal 

N.F. Smith 


T. Strange, J.M. War- 
ren, L.A. Snider 

J. Boyette, 

IPJL, IPaidieir 

W. Brooks 


L. J. Ford 


L.Q. Burnett, W. 
Daniel, J. Parker 
H.R. Hughey, J.M. 
Click, J. Chandler 
Thomas 

Gibson 

ivd Pearce 


R.K. Hartin 


J.A. Hicks, S. Jordan, 
S. Tarrans 
J. T. Downs 


S.B. Martin 
E.N. Chennault 


A.J. Kelley, W.F. Bar- 
low, W. Arrea 
G.W. Dorman 


W. Parsley, J.H. Fin- 
ley, J. Haynes 
H.M. LeMay 


E. Boyett 


I. Martin, 
T.L. Knighton 
A. Buffington, 
W.P. Gee 

B. Baker, 

J. Crane 

E. Franks 


Post Office Mbr 
Smithland 96 


Calhoun 

125 
Atlanta 110 
Lamartine 66 
Dorcheat 14 
Falcon 78 
Gordon, 38 
LA 
Dorcheat 64 
Forest 18 
Grove 
Orchard 
Grove, LA 
Leek's 29 
Store 
Magnolia 81 
Magnolia 50 
Spring 80 
Hill 
Petersburg 61 
Liddesdale 46 
Magnolia 53 
Palestine 16 
Lamartine 66 
Lewisville 37 


Orchard Le 
Grove, LA 
Falcon 


Lamartine 
Calhoun 73 


Shongaloe 20 


The following resolution was approved: 
"Whereas, It is currently reported that there is in 
the bounds of this Association, a Baptist Minis- 
ter who maintains, or denies John's Baptism be- 
ing Christian Baptism, 

"Resolved, therefore, That we recommend 
any church holding in fellowship such minister, 
to admonish him: if he remains incorrigible, to 
deal with him as God commands us to deal with a 
heretic. " 

(pages 2-3 were not filmed) 

An interesting comment in the report on 
Sabbath Schools: 

"It is certainly spending the Lord's day 
better than it can be spent in any other way in the 
absence of hearing the Gospel; it rightly employs 
all children, and especially keeps our boys from 
hunting, fishing, sporting, etc." 

Apparently two queries were received. The 
answers were listed later in the minute: 

First query: We believe a Church has the 
right to exclude from their fellowship all persons 
leaving them and joining any other Church, not 
of the same faith and order, and all persons not 
satisfied with the acts of the Church, to be dealt 
with in a Summary way. 

Second query: We answer no Church has 
the right to receive a member from another 
Church without a letter, unless the Church to 
which he belonged is extinct, that being certified, 
any Church has the right to receive such a mem- 
ber. 

The Financial Report listed Confederate 
State bills, Louisiana and Arkansas bills, and 
Confederate bills, all totaling a balance of 
$1,287.67 on hand. 


1866 

The 1866 meeting was held with Antioch 
East Church.The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. John Aaron from Rom. 10:1. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Bethel; Zion Hill; Mars Hill, Lewisville; Mt. Nebo, 
Springhill; Bethlehem, Lisbon 

Letters and delegates were received from 
the Liberty and North Louisiana Associations. 
Correspondence was returned to the Liberty, 
North Louisiana, and Red River Associations. 

Also preaching at this session were Elders 
J. T. Downs, N. L. Short and C. P. Sweeney. It was 
customary at this time for another brother to 
follow the main speaker with an "exhortation." 

District meetings were set for Providence 
Church, Hempstead Co.; Dorcheat; and Antioch, 
Calhoun. 
The Committee on Documents reported: "We en- 
dorse the action of the Church at Magnolia in the 
ordination of Peter Edwards, a colored brother, 
and thus setting him apart to the ministry among 
his own color." 

The twenty-eight churches represented 
reported 155 baptized and 1526 members. These 


churches were: 

Antioch West, Dorcheat; Antioch East, 
Calhoun; Atlanta, Atlanta; Bethlehem, Mt. 
Holly;*Bethely #4; Liddesdale; Beech Creek, 
Lamartine; Bethel #2, Falcon; Corinth, Falcon; 
Chalybeate Springs, Atlanta; Dorcheat, 
Dorcheat; Lebanon, Caney; Macedonia #1, Mag- 
nolia; Macedonia #2, Spring Hill; Mt. Olive, Al- 
bany; Magnolia, Magnolia; Mars Hill, Lewisville; 
Mt. Nebo, Lewisville; New Hope, Magnolia; Prov- 
idence #1, Palestine; Providence #2, Spring Hill; 
Pleasant Hill, Lamartine; Red River, Lewisville; 
Spring Branch, Orchard Grove; Shiloh No. 1, Fal- 
con; Shiloh No. 2, Lamartine; Smyrna, Calhoun; 
Western, Shongaloo; Zion Hill, Seminary 

1867 

The 1867 meeting was held with Shiloh 
No. 2, Lamartine. Eld. J. Q@. Burnett preached the 
Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. Burnett was also elected as Moderator 
and H. J. Stamps as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Union Church, Hempstead Co., Mt. Pisgah (Mt. 
Moriah), Hempstead Co., and a letter of dismis- 
sion from Red River Assoc. 

Others preaching included Elders D. M. 
Cochran, Henry Haynes, and J. Q. Burnett. 

District meetings were appointed for 
Union Church, Hempstead; Antioch Church, 
Columbia; and Smyrna Church. 

Eld. Chennault offered a resolution "That 
this Body appoint Messengers to the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention." 

A three-page report was included on the 
duty of church members toward their pastors. 

The Sabbath School committee reported, 
"We hear of but two Sabbath Schools within the 
bounds of the Columbia Association." 

Two queries were received: "Is it right to 
attend places of worldly amusement, such as fid- 
dling and dancing? We answer no." 

"Has a minister of the Gospel the right to 
receive and baptize, without authority from the 
Church? We answer emphatically, no, unless in 
sections entirely destitute of churches." 

The 27 churches represented reported 
1,497 members, with 93 baptisms. 

1868 

The 1868 meeting was held at Dorcheat, 
13 miles, a little south of west from Magnolia, di- 
rectly on main road from Magnolia to Shreve- 
port. 

Eld. C. P. Sweeney was elected to preach 
the Introductory Sermon. 

1869 

The 1869 meeting was held with Atlanta 
Church, Columbia Co. Eld. Jesse Hart, from the 
Liberty Association, preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Eph. 4:30. 

Eld. John Q. Burnett was elected as 
Moderator and Baylis W. Bourland as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
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Falcon, Village Creek, and Rocky Mount. 

Others preaching included Elders Joshua 
Box, Jesse Hart from Mark 16:15, C. P. Sweeny 
a agss 14:15, and Samuel Harris from II Tim. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Liberty, Red River and North Louisiana 
Associations. Correspondence was returned to 
these three Associations, and also the Concord 
Assoc. and the Louisiana Baptist State Conven- 
tion. 

District meetings were appointed for 
Corinth, Antioch, and Chalybeate. 

A letter of dismission was granted County 
Line Church. 


1870 

The 1870 meeting was held with Mt. Olive 
Church, Columbia Co. Eld. J. Q. Barnett preached 
the Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. Burnett was elected as Moderator and 
Baylis W. Bourland as Clerk. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders A. J. Cansler, L. W. Baker, Robert Martin 
and J. T. Downs. 

The clerk reported, "The stand was occu- 
pied by the brethren appointed. The congrega- 
tions were very large and attentive." 

The Executive Board reported "...owing to 
the scarcity of preachers we have not been able to 
procure the services of anyone to labor as mis- 
sionary during the past year." 

1871 

The 1871 meeting was held with Macedo- 
nia #2. Eld. J. J. Byers preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Matt. 5:14-15. Eld. Downs to preach 
at candle light. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Pleasant Grove, Randolph, Nevada Co., and Mt. 
Zion, Rondo, Lafayette Co. 

Eld. R. M. Thrasher was seated as a Cor- 
responding Messenger from the Saline Assoc. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. T. Downs, R. Martin, and R. M. 
Thrasher. 

The three districts of the Association were 
amended at this meeting. 36 churches were repre- 
sented. 

1872 

The 1872 meeting was held with Chaly- 
beate Springs, Columbia Co. Eld. C. P. Sweeney 
preached the Introductory Sermon, from I Tim. 
3:15. 

Eld. L. W. Baker was elected as Moderator 
and W. B. Owsley as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders Sawyer, 
John Aarons, and J. M. Hart. 

"Resolved, That every church in this As- 
sociation is earnestly requested to send delegates 
to the District Sunday School Convention, to be 
held at Antioch, Dorcheat, commencing on Sat- 
urday before the second Sabbath in March next, 
1873. 


The Committee on Documents reported 
the following churches had requested letters of 
dismission for the purpose of organizing a new 
association (The Union Association). The com- 
mittee recommended the requests be granted: 

Mt. Zion, Mt. Olive, Pleasant Hill, Provi- 
dence # 2, Sarepta, Macedonia # 2, Pleasant 
Grove # 2, Corinth, College Hill, Lebanon, Union, 
Falcon, Mt. Pisgah, Mt. Nebo, and Shiloh # 1. 


1873 

The 1873 meeting was held with Mars Hill 
Church. Eld. G. G. Wise preached the Introductory 
Sermon from John 17:11. 

Eld. L. W. Baker was elected as Moderator 
and W. B. Owsley as Clerk. 

Center Ridge Church, Nevada Co., was re- 
ceived on petitionary letter. 

A committee was appointed to re-district 
the Association. The re-districting was a re- 
alignment after several churches left to form the 
Union Association. 

First District: Pleasant Grove, Spring 
Branch, Dorcheat, Mars Hill, Western, Rock- 
amount 

Second District: Beech Creek, Antioch, 
Shiloh, New Hope, New Bethel, Zion Hill, Magno- 
lia, Center Ridge 

Third District: Macedonia, Providence, 
Chalybeate Springs, Atlanta, Bethlehem, Anti- 
och (Calhoun), Smyrna, Village Creek 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the North Louisiana, Liberty, and Union 
Associations. 

The minute carried a short tribute to 
William Daniel, who had been influential in es- 
tablishing the first churches in the area. 

1874 

The 1874 meeting was held with Zion Hill 
Church, The Seminary, Ouachita Co. Eld. G. G. 
Wise preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Luke 1:33. 

Eld. L. W. Baker was elected as Moderator 
and G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders J. T. 
Downs, Union Association, from Luke 20:48, L. 
W. Baker and G. G. Wise. 

Petitionary letters were received from Eu- 
reka (Eden) and Forest Grove (Mars Hill). 

The following query was received from 
Antioch Church: "Is it scriptural to invite the un- 
baptized to lead or instruct in the church in any 
way," which was answered in the negative. 

The Committee on Documents made an 
interesting comment: "Your committee finds that 
nine of the churches still head their letters with 
the modern phraseology: The Missionary Baptist 
Church of Christ." Thereby admitting inferen- 
tially that there are other kinds of churches. We 
again suggest that the scriptural epithet The 
Church at Smyrna, The Church at Zion Hill 
would be more consistent with our faith." 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the North Louisiana and Union Associations. 
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22 churches were represented 
1875 

The 1875 meeting was held with Antioch 
East (Calhoun). Eld. W.H.H. King of the Union 
Assoc., preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Oak Grove and State Line. 

Others preaching included Elders J. M. 
Hart from I Tim. 3:16, J. J. Byers, and W,H.H. 
King from Matt. 3:1. 

The Committee on Documents reported, 
"...excepting a few, the reports show the churches 
to be in a cold and barren state." 

1876 

The 1876 meeting was held with Spring 
Branch Church, six miles west of Courtney's 
Ferry on The Dorcheat. Eld. G. G. Wise preached 
the Introductory Sermon from Eph. 1:22-23. 

Eld. L. W. Baker was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders W.H.H. 
King, Union Assoc, from Isa. 63:10 and Luke 
24:48; R. Martin, North Louisiana Assoc. from 
Matt. 24:30-31, and G. G. Wise from I Pet. 2:7. 

"Resolved, That we regard open commu- 
nion and alien immersion sentiments wholly 
unscriptural, and would, therefore, recommend 
to the churches composing this body vigilance in 
guarding against the encroachment of these er- 
rors, and faithfulness in the enforcement of 
Scriptural discipline against such as imbibe 
these or either of these errors." 

The Documents Committee reported, "A 
communication from Moss Hill Church informs 
your body that there is not a Baptist minister in 
the County of Lafayette." 

The Sabbath Schools Committee re- 
ported, "There are no Sabbath-schools reported 
in letters from churches, but we are informed 
privately that there are two Sabbath-schools in 
our Association." 

The Domestic Missions Committee re- 
ported, "Eld. W.H.H. King has partially occupied 
the field on the northern boundary, traveling and 
preaching for several days. Eld. Wise preached at 
three mission stations for several days at each." 

23 churches represented, 52 received by 
baptism, 1,037 total membership. 

1877 

The 1877 meeting was held with New Hope 
Church, Columbia Co. Eld. J. D. Jameson 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Isa. 52:1. 

Eld. G. G. Wise was elected as Moderator 
and R. B. Archer as Clerk. 

Visitors included Elders M.D. Early and 
Jameson, Red River Assoc, and S. P. Espy, editor 
of the Western Baptist, Little Rock. 

Eld. Early addressed the Association, ad- 
vocating the subject he represented (Education) 
and the claims of the Institute at Arkadelphia. He 
also preached on "The Support of the Gospel Min- 
istry." 


In fulfilling a request made by the previ- 
ous association, Eld. Robert Martin preached a 
sermon from Pro. 23:23, "exposing the errors of 
pulpit affiliation on the part of Baptists with 
other denominations, and its consequent evils to 
Baptist principles and practices." 

Elders Esby and Byars also preached. 

Messengers were appointed to the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention meeting at 
Monticello. 

The Report on Publications stated, "we 
call attention to the Western Baptist, published at 
Little Rock, of which Bro. Esby is editor; The Bap- 
tist published at Memphis, TN; Ford's Repository, 
at St. Louis, MO; Kind Words, the Sunday-school 
paper of the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
the Foreign Mission Journal. 

22 churches reported 1,011 members. 

1878 

The 1878 meeting was held with Macedo- 
nia Church, Columbia Co. Eld. W. A. Forbes 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Luke 
12:32. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the North Louisiana, Union, Red River and 
Liberty Associations. 

A letter from the First Church of Colored 
Members at Magnolia was read professing a de- 
sire to maintain and practice the precepts of the 
Divine Master, and asking for instructions and 
assistance to organize an association. The dele- 
gate, Peter Edwards, was received and assigned a 
seat. 

Elders John W. Merritt, R. K. Martin, G. G. 
Wise, William Boyd and L. W. Baker were ap- 
pointed as delegates "to aid our colored brethren 
in organizing an Association.,..." 

Others preaching included Elders J. D. 
Jameson, Red River Assoc., from Mark 1:1-3, M. 
D. Early from Matt. 28:19-20, Kirtley, No. 
Louisiana Assoc. from Luke 12:21, and Forbes 
from the Caroline Assoc. on "Justification." 

Eld. M.D. Early also addressed the As- 
sociation on the subject of Education, "advocat- 
ing...the claims of the Institute at Arkadelphia." 

The Home Mission Board had employed 
Eld. L. W. Baker for July, August and September 
for a sum of $100. He reported his "operations 
were principally directed to the western portion 
of our Association... visited nine churches, and 
made 14 re-visits, re-organized two churches, and 
preached 29 sermons. 

The Committee of Documents reported 
"...we observe that only four Sabbath Schools are 
reported in our bounds.,..." 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended, "the Western Baptist, published at Little 
Rock, as our State organ. Also recommend the 
Baptist, published at Memphis, Tenn., and Ford's 
Repository, published at St. Louis, Mo. 

1879 

The 1879 meeting was held with Dorcheat 

Church, 14 miles west of Magnolia. Eld. L. W. 


First Columbia Association 145 


Baker preached the Introductory Sermon. 


1880 

The 1880 meeting was held with Magnolia 
Church. Eld. T. J. Brasher preached the Introduc- 
tory Sermon from I Cor. 6:19-20. 

Eld. L. W. Baker was elected as Moderator 
and G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Pisgah Church at Atlanta and Bodcaw Ridge at 
Herrican Hill. 

Others preaching included Elders D. M. 
Mullens, Liberty Assoc., from Luke 24:48; O. M. 
Lucas, Union’ Assoc:, from I Pet. 1:1-5; L. W. 
Baker; and J. W. Landers from Heb. 2:3. 

Delegates were elected to the State Con- 
vention. 

The Christian Education report stated, 
"We feel grateful that there are schools within our 
reach holding out special inducements for us to 
send them our young ministers to be educated. We 
would mention such schools as the Mississippi 
College, at Clinton, MS, and the Arkadelphia 
High School at Arkadelphia..." 

The Committee on Documents reported, 
"...we find they complain of coldness, while but 
one or two churches report the manifestation of 
God's presence and power among them...we find 
but two churches report Sabbath-Schools and 
two report prayer meetings and one of them re- 
port the only revival within the bounds of this 
Association.” 


1881 

The 1881 meeting was held with the West- 
ern Church, Columbia Co. Eld. L. W. Baker 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Matt. 
5:6. 

Eld. L. W. Baker was elected as Moderator 
and G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Shiloh Church, Bossier Parish, LA. 

Others preaching included Eld. J. D. 
Waller, North Louisiana Assoc., G. G. Wise, J. W. 
Eidson, and W. J. Robertson. 

26 churches represented at this meeting. 

The Publications Report stated, "As a de- 
nominational paper we would first of all and as 
our denominational organ in the State recom- 
mend and adopt the Arkansas Evangel, a paper 
not surpassed by any for pureness of matter, for 
elegance of tone, for exaulted Christian senti- 
ment and for editorial ability, published at Dar- 
danelle and Little Rock.,..." 

1882 

The 1882 meeting was held with Spring 
Branch Church, Columbia Co. Eld. G. G. Wise 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Matt. 
11:28-30. 

Eld. L. W. Baker served as Moderator and 
G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

Also preaching were Elders W. J. Rober- 
son, R. Martin, S. C. Edwards and J. W. Moore. 

The Committee on Documents reported, 


"That the documents in our possession indicate 
an increase of earnest work in the number of our 
churches, and that God has rewarded that faith- 
fulness, as in all the history of the past, with re- 
freshings from his presence." 

The Committee on Publications "recom- 
mends to the heads of families, our Sabbath 
school paper, Kind Words, published at Macon, 
GA, for their children, and the Arkansas Evan- 
gel, published at Russellville, AR, as the medium 
of communication for Arkansas Baptists, a paper 
in every way worthy of our confidence and sup- 
| 50) 

"Resolved, That this Association ally it- 
self with the Arkansas State Convention, and to 
the extent of our ability cooperate with it in its ef- 
forts to occupy and evangelize the State for 
Christ." 

26 churches reported a combined mem- 
bership of 1,088. 


1883 

The 1883 meeting was held with Antioch 
West, 7 miles west of Magnolia. Eld. J. M. Hart, El 
Dorado, preached the introductory sermon, from 
Luke 24:50-53. 

Eld. L. W. Baker served as Moderator and 
G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

New Home Church was received on Peti- 
tionary Letter. However, the petitionary letter of 
Lone Oak was rejected because a "question of ex- 
pediency was raised as to the constituting pres- 
bytery." 

Eld. W. A. Clark, State Evangelist, was 
invited to a seat. He later preached on "Thy King- 
dom Come." 

Also preaching was Eld. R. Martin, corre- 
sponding delegate from the North Louisiana As- 
soc., on "The Christians Hope." 

Four churches reported Sabbath Schools. 

The Foreign Mission report stated, "Your 
committee invites the attention of the sisters in 
our churches to the fact that efforts are now being 
made to organize Ladies' Mission Circles in all 
our churches in the State, as a means of further- 
ing the cause of missions in foreign fields." 

The Committee on Education recom- 
mended "the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, as the best school in which to educate min- 
isters." 

1884 

The 1884 meeting was held with Hephz- 
ibah Church. Eld. W. H. Armstrong preached the 
Introductory Sermon from II Tim. 4:1-2. 

Eld. L. W. Baker served as Moderator and 
G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders A. J. 
Wharton from Psa. 119:105; G. G. Wise; H. T. Britt, 
Liberty Assoc., from Matt. 24:44; D. K. Mullens 
from Luke 10:15-25; R. B. Bryan, and B. R. Neal. 

The reports were lengthy and rather in- 
definite. Twenty-eight churches reported a mem- 
bership of 1,239 and 118 baptisms. 
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1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Mars Hill 
Church, ‘Lafayette’ Co, Eld) J By Permenter 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Heb. 4:9. 

Eld. L. W. Baker served as Moderator and 
G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

Visiting brethren included M. D. Early, 
representing the Arkansas Evangel, and Dr. S. H. 
Ford, editor of the Christian Repository. 

Dr. Ford preached at 11 AM on Sunday, on 
"Why We are Called Baptists," from Matt. 3:1, 
"which he handled with the skill of a master the- 
ologian." Bro. Early preached a "searching and 
powerful sermon" Sunday Night on "Christian 
Conversion" from Luke 22:31. A Sunday School 
Mass Meeting was held Sunday morning. 

Messengers were appointed to the State 
Convention, which met at Hope. 

District Meetings were scheduled for For- 
est Grove, Beech Creek, and Bethlehem. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "our state paper, the Arkansas Evangel, 
the Tennessee Baptist, and Ford's Christian 
Repository. 

The Sabbath School Committee reported 
".,.there are four Sabbath Schools organized and 
at work in the Association with an enrollment of 
192 students. A Sunday School Convention was 
announced to be held with the church at Magno- 
lia. 

The Committee on Education recom- 
mended "the appointment of three of our dele- 
gates to the State Convention as a committee 
from this Association to cooperate with the State 
Commission, looking to the establishing of a 
Baptist college in this State. 

Twenty-four churches were represented, 
and 137 baptisms were reported. 

1886 

The 1886 meeting was held with Stephens 
Baptist Church, Ouachita Co. Eld. G. G. Wise 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Rom. 
Oxk7- 

Eld. A. J. Brewer was elected as Moderator 
and G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

The Corinth Church presented a peti- 
tionary letter. 

Others preaching included Elders W. H. 
Armstrong; J. W. Harris, Shover Springs, from 
John 1:25; D. N. Mullens, L. W. Baker from Pro. 
28:13, and J. B. Permenter from Matt. 24:35. 

On Sunday at 9:30 A.M., Eld. A. J. Brewer 
delivered a Sabbath School address. 

The Report on Education was given by G. 
G. Wise, who stated "God has given us the Oua- 
chita College, located at Arkadelphia,... under the 
presidency of the greatly beloved J. W. Conger." 
The first session opened Sep. 6, 1886. 

The Sabbath School report recommended 
"the lessons as published by the American Bap- 
tist Publication Society, on the International Se- 
ries, for the use of our schools." 

Bro. G. G. Wise served as a missionary to 


preach once a month at Walnut Hills. 

The churches reported 216 additions by 
baptism, and a total membership of 1,519. The 
Magnolia Church had preaching on the first and 
third Sundays. All other churches had preaching 
once a month. 

1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Antioch 
East Church. Eld. A. W. Tifton preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from I Cor. 3:9. 

The Brister Church presented a peti- 
tionary letter. 

A. J. Brewer was elected as Moderator and 
G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Forest 
Grove Church, Glasgow, Lafayette Co. Eld. G. G. 
Wise preached the Introductory Sermon from Isa. 
48:18. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Buckner, delegates B. G. Wood, G. O. 
Shurtleff, and Waldo, delegates W. J. Stewart, J. 
W. Simmons, O. Lucas. 

Committees reported on Temperance, 
Preaching, Documents, Publications, Education, 
Sabbath Schools, Associational Missions, For- 
eign Missions and Finances. 

Others preaching included Elders W. H. 
Armstrong, J. W. Landes, J. A. Moore, D. E. Gam- 
brell, W. A. Forbes, acting agent, Ouachita Col- 
lege, S. C. Edwards, and L. W. Baker. 

The Education Report recommended "that 
we send our young men for the ministry to this 
school (Ouachita), where free tuition is given. 

The Sabbath Schools report stated, "out of 
twenty-eight churches, only six report Sabbath 
schools, with an average of thirty five pupils. We 
mark with deep gratitude that we have six faith- 
ful churches... but regret with sadness of heart 
and sorrow of soul that so many churches are so 
deeply unconcerned.... 

"Last year, of the twenty-seven churches 
reporting, sixteen reported Sabbath schools." 

Bro. M. D. Early, corresponding secretary 
for State Missions for Arkansas, gave a "bird's 
eye view" of the mission fields in the State, and 
clearly explained the co-operative plan by which 
the State Board and Associational Boards 
harmonize and mutually lighten each other's 
burdens in supporting the Gospel in the destitute 
fields. 

Bro. A. J. Brewer was elected representa- 
tive to the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Thirty churches were represented, report- 
ing 1,615 members and 155 baptisms. 


1889 
The 1889 meeting was held with Magnolia 
Church. Eld. W. A. Clark, representing the 
Arkansas Baptist, preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Acts 16:5. 


Dr. Clark, presiding at the organ, sang the 
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beautiful song, "Softly and Tenderly Jesus is 
Calling." He addressed the body in the interest of 
the Arkansas Baptist. 

Bro. A. J. Brewer served as Moderator and 
Bro. G. G. Wise as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Piney Grove, delegates O. R. Sales, G. B. 
Kitchens, J. C. Jones, and Village Creek, delegates 
A. W. Teague, A. Tissue, J.G.W. Branch. 

A Missionary Mass Meeting was held Sat- 
urday night, and Sabbath School exercises at 
9:30 AM on Sunday by Bro. A. J. Brewer. The 
Sunday School Convention was continued. 

Others preaching included Elders T. J. 
Brasher from II Tim. 4:2, L. F. Barnett from Matt. 
27:40, J. D. Walker from Heb. 4:12, G. G. Wise 
from Isa. 40:31, D. E. Gambrell and H. T. Britt. 

Thirty churches were represented, report- 
ing 173 baptisms, and an aggregate of 1,794 
members. Fourteen churches reported Sunday 
Schools. 


1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with Atlanta 
Baptist Church, Columbia Co. Eld. W. H. Arm- 
strong preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Eph. 1:8. 

Eld. A. J. Brewer served as Moderator and 
J. W. Bird as Clerk. 

It was reported that Bro. George G. Wise 
had died. A memorial service, led by Bro. J. W. 
Brewer was observed Sunday afternoon. George G. 
Wise was born Jan. 8, 1847, was ordained in 1870, 
and died Sep. 22, 1890. 

Bro. B. G. Maynard, State Evangelist, de- 
livered an address to the body. Others preaching 
included Elders H. A. Munn, D. N. Mullens from 
Rom. 8:14, B. G. Maynard from Lev. 6:13, and O. 
M. Bigby. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

New Lewisville, delegate H. A. Munn, the 
missionary. New Lewisville was made a "Mission 
Station." 

Concord, delegates J. P. Craig, S. H. Eding- 
ton, J. A. Futch 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was con- 
ducted by Eld. J. W. Brewer. He also led in Memo- 
rial Services in memory of Eld. G. G. Wise. At the 
1982 session, Deacon J. W. Warren offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: "That this Association raise 
one hundred dollars to erect a monument over 
his grave as an expression of our grateful remem- 
brance of the good he did and the exemplary life 
he lived while with us." 

The Sabbath School Committee reported, 
"we cheerfully commend to the favor of the 
churches the Sunday School Convention, and we 
urge that they send their Superintendents and 
teachers to its sessions for instruction. 

"We further recommend that the pastors 
within the bounds of this Association, begin at 
once to organize Sunday Schools with each of 
their churches; and that they desist not, until 
they have succeeded with each church." 


The Publications Report recommended 
"the Sunday School publications of the American 
Baptist Publication Society, the "Kind Words" Se- 
ries of Publications, Atlanta, GA, also the publi- 
cations of the Baptist Book House under the 
management of Dr. W. A. Clark, Little Rock." 

The Associational Missions report stated, 
"A great work has been done at New Lewisville. He 
[H. A. Munn] has organized a church at that place 
and now has a membership of 35. He has also 
built a good house for the Lord." Bro. Munn was 
paid $25 per quarter. 

1891 

The 1891 meeting was held with Spring 
Branch Church, Welcome, Columbia Co. Eld. A. J. 
Brewer preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Eph. 4:4. 

Eld. A. J. Brewer served as Moderator and 
John W. Bird as Clerk. Bro. Brewer also led the 
Sunday School Mass Meeting. 

Others preaching included Elders J. F. 
McClung from Matt. 27:36, J. D. Waller from Pro. 
4:23, T. J. Brasher from Eph. 1:7, H. E. Harris and 
H. A. Munn. 

The Education Committee "earnestly ap- 
pealed to our pastors and churches to heartily co- 
operate with Bro. J. B. Searcy, the financial agent 
of our college, in carrying into effect the plans he 
recommends to our people in the State for the re- 
lief of the College." 

The report was amended to read, "That the 
pastors of the churches of this Association be re- 
quested to bring the interest of the Ouachita Col- 
lege before their churches at an early day and 
take a collection for same." 


1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with Waldo 
Baptist Church. Eld. H. E. Harris preached the 
Introductory Sermon from Phil. 2:15-16. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
County Line and Mt. Carmel churches. 

Mt. Lebanon was also received if they 
adopted the Articles of Faith and Church 
Covenant as held in common by Missionary Bap- 
tists. 

A full schedule of preaching services on 
Sunday was held at the Baptist, Methodist and 
Presbyterian Churches. At 9 AM Sunday School 
lectures were conducted by Elders W. H. Arm- 
strong, C. T. Wilson, and R. R. Farrar. Services 
were also conducted at 11 AM, 3 PM, and 7 PM. 
Those preaching included Elders W. J. Walthall, 
J. We Conger, T.-H, Carter from John'3:16,Cy KR: 
Newton from Heb. 9:27, G. B. Again, H. E. Harris 
from I Cor. 9:13-14, S. Barber, J. D. Waller from 
Matt. 6:13.12 do Brasher J; tice Une dams. 
Searcy and D. N. Mullens. 

Correspondence was opened with the 
Texarkana Association. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We are 
sorry to note that but few of our churches are try- 
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ing to sustain Sunday schools and from the facts 
before us, we are led to believe that but little is be- 
ing done... Our Sunday School convention meet- 
ings are becoming of no interest and poorly at- 
tended. 

E. C. Pascal, Sr. was memorialized with a 
page in the minute. He was born in Morgan Co., 
GA Dec. 12, 1808 and died June 13, 1892 in 
Columbia Co. " 

He united with the Missionary Baptist 
Church at the age of 13 and at the age of 45 was 
ordained a deacon of said church, which office he 
faithfully and consistently filled until his death. 

Thirty churches reported 199 added by 
baptism and a total membership of 2,074. 


1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Corinth 
Baptist Church, Moulton, Columbia Co. Eld. J. F. 
McClung preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Psalm 133, John 17:21 on "Christian Union". 

Eld. T. J. Brasher was elected as Moder- 
ator and John W. Bird as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Union Chapel and Buckner churches. 

Others preaching included Elders R. B. 
Devine; L. F. Barnett, J. W. Eidson, and D. M. 
Haynes (No. Louisiana Assoc.); G. B. Agan, T. C. 
Swafford, H. E. Harris, S. Barber, and Hardy (Red 
River Assoc.). 

A motion calling for five brethren to 
study the feasibility of forming a new association 
from the eastern portion of the Columbia and a 
portion of the Liberty Associations was lost. 

District meetings were scheduled for 
County Line, Shiloh (Lam.), and Atlanta. 

A. J. Brewer delivered a verbal message 
from Eld. L. W. Baker, who had so long been a 
shining light in this body. 

The Executive Board employed Eld. W. J. 
Walthall on May 1, 1893, and agreed to pay him 
$50 per month for June, July, August and 
September. They added, "Owing to the State 
Boards plan being so uninteresting, we have not 
contributed to it anything." 

Missionary W. J. Walthall reported two 
Sunday Schools organized, 37 conversions, 32 
baptisms, four destitutions visited, and $50.85 
collected on the field. 

The Education report stated, "The success 
of Ouachita College has been a phenomenal one 
and beyond the expectations of its most ardent 
supporters, and is no longer an experiment, but 
has become an institution of learning second to 
none in the land.,..." 

Eld. R. C. Medaris, who was working in 
the interest of Sunday Schools in the State, was 
invited to a seat in the body. 

The Sunday School report recommended 
"for your consideration the Sunday school work 
as is now being directed by the Sunday school 
Board of the Baptist State Convention." 

Delegates were elected to the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the Arkansas Baptist 


State Convention. 
1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with New 
Lewisville Church, Lafayette Co. Eld. W. J. 
Walthall preached the Introductory Sermon from 
John 15:7. 

Eld. Thomas J. Brasher served as Modera- 
tor and John W. Bird as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Shiloh (Union), Buckner; Victory, Milner; 
Liberty, Stamps; Friendship, Magnolia; Kizer, 
Kizer 

Others preaching included Elders T. J. 
Brasher, R. B. DeVine, George W. Wheatley, J. A. 
Jackson (Atlanta, TX), H. F. Harris, F. D. Baars 
(Ouachita College), and W. A. Clark, editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist. 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was held 
at 9:30 AM on Sunday and a memorial service for 
Eld. A. J. Brewer at 2:30, conducted by J. F. Mc- 
Clung. 

Eld. A. J. Brewer was born in Newton Co., 
GA on March 30, 1834. He was ordained to the 
deaconship in 1877 and to the ministry in 1890. 
He served as Moderator of the Columbia Baptist 
Association from 1886 to 1892. He died May 21, 
1894. 

The Committee on Documents reported, 
"Five of the churches have consolidated since the 
last session of this body and five new churches 
added during the past year, making a total of 37 
churches now in the bounds of this association." 

The minute does not state the five 
churches received by petitionary letter were the 
same churches referred to in the Documents Re- 
port. However, the Union Church reported 78 
members, and the Victory Church reported 82 


members. 
1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Buckner 
Baptist Church, Columbia Co. Eld. George W. 
Wheatley preached the Introductory Sermon 
from Mark 16:15. 

Eld. T. J. Brasher was elected as Moder- 
ator and John W. Bird as Clerk. 

Sweet Home Church presented a peti- 
tionary letter. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the No. Louisiana, Union, and Liberty Asso- 
ciations. 

Others preaching included Dr. W. A. 
Clark, Eld. J. F. McClung, W. H. Armstrong, R. B. 
Devine, C. R. Newton, and A. V. McDonald. 

At 3 PM on Sunday, Dr. W. A. Clark de- 
livered an address on our common schools, fol- 
lowed by Eld. C. D. Hollis on denominational 
schools. 

The following query was presented: "What 
shall a church do with the application of a 
brother for membership who has been divorced 
from his wife and married another?" 

Answer: "We recognize three things that 
dissolve the marriage vow, namely adultery, the 
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marriage of the husband or wife that has been 
legally, but not Scripturally, divorced, and death. 
If the brother is released as above, receive him; if 
not, reject him." 

The Committee on Publications reported, 
"Dr. W. A. Clark...has not spared time or money 
in the development of our State paper, and he is 
now giving us the best paper published west of the 
Mississippi River for Baptists of Arkansas." 

1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Macedo- 
nia Baptist Church, Columbia Co. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by S. Barber from II 
or Grit 

Eld. J. T. Brasher served as Moderator and 
H. E. Harris as Clerk. 

(Bro. J. N. Hall held a Camp Meeting at 
Magnesia Springs from July 12-20) 

Frostville and Stamps Churches were re- 
ceived by petitionary letter. 

Others preaching included Elders H. E. 
Harris, G. W. Wheatley, T. J. Brasher, J. F. Mc- 
Clung, and R. R. Farar. 

At the Mass Meeting on Sunday, quite a 
number of brethren made talks on "The best 
method of conducting revivals." 

Eld. J. F. McClung presented the following 
resolution: "Whereas, Dr. Whitsitt, professor of 
church history in the Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Louisville, KY, is teaching and publishing 
to the world, that the ordinance of baptism origi- 
nated in the seventeenth century, and that im- 
mersion was invented by man, And 

"Whereas, Dr. Whitsitt maintains that a 
wife should leave the church of which she is a 
member and unite with any church of which her 
husband is a member, thereby teaching the 
branch theory, 

"Therefore, be it resolved, that we, the 
messengers, composing the Columbia Associa- 
tion, representing at least 2,000 Baptists in South 
Arkansas, adopt this method of showing our con- 
tempt for such unscriptural teaching and further 
resolve, that we will not in any way encourage 
our young ministers who are seeking an educa- 
tion, to attend the seminary at Louisville, KY, as 
long as Dr. Whitsitt is retained as a teacher or un- 
til they place themselves in harmony with Bap- 
tist views." 

The Committee on Documents reported 33 
churches, 162 baptisms, 2,349 members, and 12 
Sabbath Schools. They stated, "We find that the 
churches having Sabbath schools and prayer 
meetings, report additions and general growth." 

The first report was given on the 
Arkansas Baptist Orphan's Home: "This is a new 
enterprise which calls for the sympathy and sup- 
port of the Baptists of Arkansas. Some time in 
1894, Miss Hannah Hyatt offered to the Baptist of 
Arkansas, eighty acres of land in the suburbs of 
the town of Monticello, to be used as a location 
for an orphan's home on certain conditions. 

"We now have a commodious brick build- 


ing erected on the site and ready to receive home- 
less orphan children." 

A motion was carried "that this Associa- 
tion challenge the Camden district of the M. E. 
Church, south, to discuss the difference between 
the two denominations." The next minute stated, 
"The challenge being accepted, we employed Bro. 
J. N. Hall as our champion...." 


1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Forest 
Grove Church, Lafayette Co. Eld. T. J. Brasher 
preached the Introductory Sermon from II Tim. 
3:16. 

Eld. T. J. Brasher was elected as Moder- 
ator and H. E. Harris as Clerk. 

Wise Baptist Church sent a petitionary 
letter 

Others preaching included Elders H. E. 
Harris, C. A. Worley, J. D. Waller, D. E. Gambrell, 
G. B. Agan, and S. Barber. 

The Sunday School committee reported, 
"Thirteen churches in our association have Sun- 
day Schools. 

"We recommend that our churches use the 
literature published by the Sunday-School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention." 

A report was made on the debate between 
J. N. Hall and the representative of the M. E. 
Church: "We thank our Heavenly Father for the 
grand success that attended our labors, and 
earnestly pray that the good Lord will spare Bro. 
Hall and Bro. Dupont (moderator) for many years 
to defend the truth and we regard it a perfect suc- 
cess." $124 was received for debate expenses. An 
offering was taken to raise the additional funds 
needed. 

Eld. J. F. McClung, who had served as 
missionary on a half-time basis, reported one 
church and Sunday School organized, and 14 
baptisms. 

The Education Report centered on the 
"Whitsitt Controversy": "We would further rec- 
ommend that Baptists everywhere, North and 
South, let the school known as the Theological 
Seminary, located at Louisville, KY, severely 
alone and to not aid the same either by recogni- 
tion, patronage or by contributions, until its his- 
torical department is taken out of the hands of 
pedo-baptists, and especially Wm. H. Whitsitt, 
who occupies the chair of the historical depart- 
ment is removed. We would further recommend 
and beg our State and Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion to use all honorable means to have him re- 
moved from said institution." 

The Committee on Documents reported 36 
churches, 109 baptisms, and a total membership 
of 2,357. They added, "all of these churches are 
well supplied with pastors." 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Antioch 
West Church. Eld. G. B. Agan preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from I Cor. 3:21. 

Eld. T. J. Brasher served as Moderator and 
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W. H. Armstrong as Clerk. 

Also preaching were Elders L. F. Barnett, 
No. Louisiana Assoc.; R. B. De Vine, Liberty As- 
soc.; W. M. Allen, O. J. Wade, T. H. Carter, W. M. 
Davis, J. D. Waller, S. Barber and W. R. Story. 

The Committee on Documents reported 36 
churches represented by letter and messenger. 
They also reported, "New Lewisville and Magno- 
lia are the only churches that report good re- 
vivals and large additions." 

The Committee on Publications reported, 
"We are glad to note the continued improvement 
of our state paper, the Arkansas Baptist... We fur- 
ther recommend that our Sabbath schools use the 
literature of the Southern Baptist Convention se- 
ries; 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "We find that only eleven churches in our 
Association have Sabbath schools, leaving 
twenty-five churches that are neglecting to lay 
hold on the blessed privileges and opportunities 
to learn and teach the great truths of the gospel as 
revealed to fallen humanity." 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported, 
"We regard this as one of the most important du- 
ties that can possibly come before our churches.,... 

"We are informed that there are about 17 
children now in the home." Pledges of $54.50 
were received. 

W. R. Cross, from Magnolia, was a 
member of the committee. The names of Eld. T. H. 
Carter and W. R. Cross figure prominently in the 
work of the State Association, and especially af- 
ter the Texarkana Orphans' Home was estab- 
lished in 1908. 

The Executive Committee "decided that 
funds were not sufficient to put an evangelist in 
our work... They had asked the "brethren as fol- 
lows to volunteer their services to help in the 
bounds of our associational work: 

W. H. Armstrong, to assist in a meeting of 
days at Bethlehem Church; C. T. Wilson at Mars 
Hill; L. A. Oxford at Piney Grove; C. R. Newton at 
Beech Creek; Ji. S:.Compere,.J..D. Waller-at 
Corinth; W. M. Davis at Providence; S. Barber at 
Victory; G. B. Agan at Friendship; T. J. Brasher at 
Shiloh (Lamartine); R. B. De Vine at Western; O. J. 
Wade at Village. 

"No reports have been made to us of this 
work." 

Two resolutions were presented dealing 
with "The Whitsitt Controversy." The first stated, 

"WHEREAS, We deem William H. Whitsitt, 
who occupies the chair of the historical depart- 
ment of the Theological Seminary at Louisville, 
Ky., a traitor to the Baptist, and, 

"WHEREAS, He is unworthy, and without 
the ability in mind or heart to teach the cardinal 
doctrines of our faith and order given to us by our 
blessed Master, therefore, be it 

"RESOLVED, That we earnestly ask the 
board of said school to please accept his resigna- 
tion in the interest of the truth and harmony of 


the Baptists. 
"Resolved, That we will not aid them by 


recognition, patronage, or contributions until 
the school is taken out of his hands." 

Another resolution was offered condemn- 
ing the action of the State Board "in electing Eld. 
J. S. Kirtly, A Whitsittite, as a member of said 
board in violation of the constitution of the State 
Convention. 

"RESOLVED, That we condemn said ac- 
tion and that, in the event that on or after the sit- 
ting of our next state convention, should there be 
a Whitsittite made a member of our state board at 
any time that we withhold from said board our 
endorsement and contributions so long as he is a 
member of said board." 

Delegates were elected to the State Con- 
vention and the Southern Baptist Convention. 


1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with Antioch 
East Church. Eld. O. J. Wade preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from John 14:9. 

College Hill Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. 

Eld. W. A. Clark was called to the chair to 
entertain the association while the Moderator 
and Clerk retired to make the committees. 

The Divine Service Committee appointed 
the following brethren to preach: G. B. Agan, W. 
M. David, J. P. Henry, J. D. Waller, L. F. Barnett, 
W. A. Clark, R. B. De Vine, C. R. Newton, and a 
prayer meeting led by T. J. Brasher. 

Eld. T. H. Carter read the Report on Educa- 
tion. 

Eld. L. W. Baker 

A biographical sketch was given on Eld. L. 
W. Baker, who had served as Moderator from 
1872-1876, 1880-1885. 

"L. W. Baker was born in Edgefield dis- 
trict, SC, May 3, 1814. He was first convicted of 
sin in 1823. This conviction led him to trust in 
Christ for salvation, and he joined the Mission- 
ary Baptist Church in Harris Co., GA, in the year 
1835, 

"He was married to Miss Nancy Pascal, 
Jan. 16, 1838. 

"He was a constitutional member of Anti- 
och Church when organized in 1850. He has ever 
been a firm believer in salvation by grace and the 
divine call to the ministry." 

"He was liberated to preach and was or- 
dained to the full work of the gospel ministry in 
1855 by Antioch Church, Calhoun, Columbia Co. 

1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with Mars Hill 
Church, 20 miles west of Magnolia. Eld. W. M. 
Davis preached the Introductory Sermon from I 
Tim. 4:1. 

Eld. T. J. Brasher served as Moderator and 
W. H. Armstrong as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. W. W. Gardner, rep- 
resenting the Monticello Orphans' Home, and T. 
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J. Bennett, representing the Arkansas Baptist. 

Smyrna Baptist Church was received by 
petitionary letter. 

"The moderator called on Eld. T. J. Ben- 
nett to entertain the association in the interest of 
the Arkansas Baptist...." 

Others preaching included Elders L. F. 
Barnett, O. J. Wade, G. B. Agan, and T. H. Carter. 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was held 
at 9:30 AM on Sunday. The Sunday School report 
was given at that time. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "the Arkansas Baptist, published at Lit- 
tle Rock, by Elders W. A. Clark and J. H. Milburn, 
a paper in every way worthy of our support... and 
we would further recommend the Sunday-school 
literature published by the Sunday-school Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention and of the 
American Baptist Publication Society...." 

The State Mission report stated, "The 
sphere of state mission work is rather compre- 
hensive ... many weak churches are aided by sup- 
plementing pastors' salary. 

"Brethren, let us push this work with great 
vigor. It means much for God and his cause in our 
state.” 

The report, signed by O. J. Wade and T. H. 
Carter, indicated approval of supplementing 
salaries of pastors for small churches. However, 
that was one of the points of contention in the 
policies of the State Board. 

A motion prevailed to organize a regular 
ministers and deacons institute to be held every 
fifth Sunday, beginning March, 1901. Elders O. J. 
Wade, T. H. Carter and L. F. Barnett were ap- 
pointed as a committee to arrange a program for 
the meeting. 

The Committee on Documents reported 38 
church in the Association, 34 represented by let- 
ter and 36 by messengers, 174 baptized, 2,578 to- 
tal members. Nine churches reported Sunday 
Schools. 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was held at McNeil. Eld. 
L. F. Barnett preached the Introductory Sermon 
from Acts 1:1. 

Symrna Church presented a petitionary 
letter. Messengers were A. D. Waller, W. M. 
Young, and J. T. Young. 

Eld. J. T. Brasher served as Moderator and 
W. H. Armstrong as Clerk. 

Eld. W. W. Gardner represented the 
Monticello Orphans’ Home and Eld. J. H. Milburn 
represented the Arkansas Baptist. 

Others preaching included Elders T. J. 
Brasher, J. H. Milburn, N. B. Graves, J. P. Olive, T. 
J. Bennett and J. D. Waller. W. R. Cross conducted 
the Sunday School Mass-meeting. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We rec- 
ommend ... that we cooperate with the State Sun- 
day School Board. Bro. J. G. Doyle is a man of 
faith and zeal and is well adapted to the work." 

The Committee on Documents reported, 


"We, your committee, having carefully examined 
the reports of the churches, find there is dissatis- 
faction with some of the churches relative to an 
unusual or excessive amount of money appropri- 
ated in employing a secretary on state missions; 
feeling this work properly belongs to the commit- 
tee on state missions, we respectfully refer the 
same to that committee." 

However, the Committee on State Mis- 
sions failed to mention the expressed concern. 

The messengers to the Baptist State Con- 
vention at Paragould were J. D. Waller, R. B. De 
Vine, T. H. Carter, L. F. Barnett and W. R. Cross. 
This was the decisive meeting that resulted in the 
organization of the State Association. 

Eld. T. H. Carter was also chosen to repre- 
sent the Association at the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 


1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with Hepzibah 
Baptist Church. Eld. T. H. Carter preached the 
Introductory Sermon. 

Spring Hill and Bradley churches pre- 
sented petitionary letters. 

Waldo, New Lewisville, Western, Brister, 
Buckner, Stephens, Hepzibah and Magnolia re- 
ported Sunday Schools. 

Eld. R. B. DeVine read a minority and ma- 
jority report of the committee on State Missions. 
After extended discussion the minority report 
was rejected, and the following majority report 
was overwhelmingly adopted: 

REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS 

"Your Committee on State Missions would 
ask to report as follows: We find from the history 
of State Mission work that it has been fraught 
with some good, much time and a good deal of 
money. Yet it is a potent fact that at present there 
is much confusion, yea, division, dissension, dis- 
ruption, and heresy in our State over this very 
important question. We find that there has been a 
very damaging, partisan and unbrotherly feeling 
brought about by the manipulators of the policy 
of the State Convention. 

"We feel that the Convention in her ma- 
nipulations has assumed too much authority and 
has practically taken possession of State Mis- 
sions from the churches. We feel that the present 
policy of the State Board and Convention is un- 
scriptural and manipulated by a class against the 
masses. We feel that the principal feature of the 
State Convention is to have certain men to con- 
trol the mission affairs of the churches, regard- 
less of a scriptural policy. 

"We feel that it is a useless expenditure of 
time and money to longer try to foster a mission 
policy that is sapping the very life from our 
churches and that is keeping up an eternal row 
among the brotherhood. God is not the author of 
confusion, and his ways are easy and loving. 

"We believe that the commission is to 
carry the Gospel to the lost, was given to the 
churches, and not to an ecclesiastical board. 
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There seems to be a very potent ecclesiastical 
spirit manifested by the managers of the State 
Mission work that is alarmingly hurtful to the 
cause of Christ, and destructive to church fellow- 
ship. 

j "We feel that this ecclesiastical domineer- 
ing spirit is responsible for all our trouble. We 
feel that peace can never be bestowed by trying to 
longer co-operate with the State Convention. 

"We feel that peace, love, and fellowship 
are worth far more than co-operating with the 
State Convention. We believe in a Scriptural 
church and co-operative mission work, the latter 
under full control of the churches. 

"We find that the General Association, re- 
cently organized to take the place of the State 
Convention is doing a grand and harmonious 
work. We see from the minutes of the General As- 
sociation that it is made up of independent Bap- 
tist churches and every church in the State that 
will elect messengers to that body can be a mem- 
ber and at the same time not be bound by any ec- 
clesiastical board. 

"We find that the main object of the Gen- 
eral Association is to carry forward the great 
commission given by our blessed Lord to the 
churches. We see that some 223 churches have al- 
ready pledged their support to the General Asso- 
ciation. From the best we can gather, the General 
Association, is well worth our confidence and co- 
operation. 

"We therefore, as an advisory body, rec- 
ommend to the churches of this Association that 
they withdraw all moral and financial support 
from the State Convention and that they co-op- 
erate in missionary work with the General Asso- 
ciation of Arkansas." 

J. H. Merritt, F. T. Whitehead, committee 


1903 

The 1903 meeting was held with Shiloh 
Union Baptist Church. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. L. F. Barnett from Matt. 
24:14. 

Eld. T. J. Brasher served as Moderator and 
W. H. Armstrong as Clerk. 

Emerson Baptist Church presented a peti- 
tionary letter and Union Chapel Church was 
granted a letter of dismission. 

Others preaching included Elders T. J. 
Brasher, J..H. Milburn, H. Beauchamp, T..H. 
Carter, J. D. Waller, and H. F. Vermillion. 

The State Mission Committee was J. C. 
Vaughn, W. R. Cross, L. F. Barnett, and J. H. Mer- 
ritt. They reported, 

",..we wish to express first of all, our 
thankfulness to God for the great and glorious 
work being done throughout the State by the Gen- 
eral Association of the State... 

"We congratulate the General Association 
on the great progress made since its organization. 
We thank God for his churches that are so nobly 
standing by the God ordained and organized plan 
of co-operative church work. 


"We already in the short time since we re- 
turned to the true Gospel plan of missions as ad- 
vocated by the General Association, have nearly 
doubled as many churches as have ever co-oper- 
ated with the State Convention since her organi- 
zation fifty-four years ago. 

"We find that true Gospel zeal and activity 
is fast spreading over our State and that the peo- 
ple are fast turning away from the so-called or- 
ganized work to that ordained of God and prac- 
ticed by our fore-fathers... 

"We further recommend that we reaffirm 
our endorsement of and co-operation with the 
General Association, the Landmark Baptist and 
the American Baptist Flag, and their editors." 

The Sunday School report stated, "We es- 
pecially recommend the use of the American Bap- 
tist Publication Society Sunday School Litera- 
ture and the Convention Series as being equal to 
any." 

f The Committee on Documents reported 
210 baptisms, 2,751 in total membership, and 12 
Sunday Schools. 

The clerk closed, "Thus closed a very 
harmonious and profitable session of the Asso- 
ciation." 

It should be noted that the Columbia As- 
sociation, as in most of the local associations, 
was still in favor of Ouachita College, the Monti- 
cello Orphans' Home, etc. The claim about doing 
double the amount toward State Missions was 
not without substance. As was stated in the chap- 
ter on the State Convention, most of the churches 
did their mission work through the various local 
associations. 


1904 

The 1904 meeting was held at Shiloh 
Lamartine. Eld. J. D. Waller preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from Rom. 12:1. The sessions at 
this meeting were held at the arbor. 

Eld. W. H. Armstrong, who had been clerk 
since 1898, had moved out of the Association. 
Bro. W. R. Cross was elected as Moderator and L. 
F. Barnett as Clerk. 

On Sunday, Eld. T. J. Brasher conducted a 
song, prayer and experience service, followed by 
preaching by Elder J. A. Scarborough. Others 
preaching included Elders H. F. Vermillion, W. I. 
Feazell, J. H. Brockman, J. C. Vaughan and T. J. 
Bratcher. 

The Education report stated, "Ouachita 
College at Arkadelphia is one of the great Baptist 
Colleges of the South; and while it belongs to and 
is controlled by the convention, it is hoped that 
our people will maintain a friendly relationship 
toward it... 

"But brethren, let not the greatness of any 
institution mislead us to support, by patronage or 
otherwise, heresies or wrong principles of true 
christian education." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "we 
would recommend that the money given by the 
Association, except that which is otherwise des- 
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ignated, be sent to the General Association Trea- 
surer and by him to the [Monticello] Home." 

After the report on Foreign Missions by H. 
F. Vermillion, a discussion ensued by Brethren 
Carter, Scarborough and Vermillion, comparing 
convention-Board and General Association or 
Bible Methods of Missions. 

The State Missions report was read by T. 
H. Carter: "Last year the General Association had 
on the field for all and part of their time 13 
missionaries, they baptized 604 converts, or- 
ganized several churches and Sunday Schools 
and did a great work." 

The Publications Report did not mention 
any literature specifically. However, the Sunday 
School report recommended "the literature of the 
American Baptist Publication Society as the 
soundest in doctrine, the cheapest and best in 
general make-up." 

A separate resolution was offered recom- 
mending the Land Mark Baptist and the Ameri- 
can Baptist. 

1905 

The 1905 meeting was held with Antioch 
East, Calhoun. Eld. W. I. Feazell preached the In- 
troductory Sermon from Rom. 8:28, and Eld. T. J. 
Brasher preached at the grove at the same hour. 

Bro. W. R. Cross served as Moderator and 
Eld. L. F. Barnett as Clerk. 

A corresponding messenger was welcomed 
from the Liberty Association, and corresponding 
messengers were appointed to the Liberty, Union, 
North Louisiana, and Liberty, LA Associations 

Others preaching included T. J. Brasher, 
G. B. Agan, J. H. Milburn, W. S. Roney, L. F. Bar- 
nett and T. H. Carter. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We no- 
tice, with regret, that so few of our churches re- 
port Sabbath schools... We also recommend the 
use of sound Baptist literature." 

The State Mission report stated, "We be- 
lieve the method adopted by the General Associa- 
tion to be more nearly Scriptural, more encour- 
aging and honoring to God's churches with less 
tendency to episcopacy. We, therefore, recom- 
mend that the churches do their mission work 
through the General Association. 

"We are glad to note that last year we 
raised about five thousand (5,000) dollars, em- 
ployed six missionaries for all their time and 
others part of the time, who baptized about two 
hundred (200) converts, established several 
churches and Sunday Schools. Since God has so 
blessed our efforts in the midst of so much oppo- 
sition, let us, with renewed zeal, rise up and press 
the work with our prayers, labor and money until 
there is a Baptist church in every community in 
this State." 

The Committee of Foreign Missions sug- 
gested each member be allowed to designate offer- 
ings through either method, so as to have as little 
friction as possible among the membership. 

A resolution was passed, "That all mes- 


sengers be required to remain until the last amen 
is said." 

Thirty-three churches reported 2,460 
members, with 246 received by baptism. 


1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with Liberty 
Baptist Church, 3.5 miles south of Buckner. Eld. 
A. F. Willis preached the Introductory Sermon. 

W. R. Cross served as Moderator and John 
H. Baker was Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders A. J. 
Barton (Executive-Secretary, Baptist State Con- 
vention), J. H. Milburn (General Association 
Missionary), A. P. Scofield and Powell. 

The State Mission Committee was T. H. 
Carter, T. F. Grimmett, and G. T. Pickett. They re- 
ported, 

"The General Association has had six 
missionaries on the field all the time and eight 
part of the time and they have been greatly 
blessed in their work. 

"The convention brethren are doing work 
on this line, so we are working to carry out our 
Master's great commission and while this is true 
the needs are great; 

"We should engage in this work with our 
hearts, our money and our prayers. We recom- 
mend that the churches do their work through 
the general association as we believe it more 
scriptural." 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools made 
four specific recommendations: 

1. That any church should maintain a 
school. 

2. That the school should be maintained 
and controlled by the church. 

3. That the doctrines of Baptists should be 
taught without compromise, and 

4. That the school should aim to bring 
people to a saving knowledge of Christ. 


The Orphans' Home report stated, "We find 
the home in a prosperous condition. There is a 
school taught in the home having more than fifty 
pupils. The children attend Sunday School and 
church at the Baptist church in Monticello. They 
are taught the Bible almost daily, a fine crop has 
been raised on the farm this year. We therefore 
recommend a liberal support of the Home." 

The Publications Committee recom- 
mended "the Arkansas Baptist, a paper published 
at Little Rock as a Baptist paper.” 

The following amendment was offered, af- 
ter being discussed by Brethren Willis, Barton 
and others, for the benefit of convention people, 
"We also recommend the Baptist Advance," which 
was adopted. 

1907 

The 1907 meeting was held with Village 
Baptist Church at Village. Eld. J. B. Sellman 
preached the Introductory Sermon, from Phil. 
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W. R. Cross was elected Moderator and J. 
H. Baker was Clerk. 

Others preaching included J. H. Milburn 
from Jer. 6:16, "Missions and Methods," C. C. 
Winters, C. R. Powell, and L. A. Oxford. 

Eld. J. H. Milburn was representing the 
mission work of the State Assoc., and C. R. Pow- 
ell was representing the Arkansas Baptist, and 
the Baptist Publishing Co. Brethren Powell, 
Carter, and Cross were founding trustees of the 
Texarkana Baptist Orphanage, and Bro. J. B. 
Sellman was the first manager. 

Other visitors were F. P. Turner, repre- 
senting the Monticello Orphans Home; A. H. 
Autrey, representing the Education Commission 
of the Convention; S. L. Holloway, representing 
the American Baptist Publication Society. 

The First Baptist Church, Taylor, pre- 
sented a petitionary letter. Later in the session, 
the Executive Committee reported they had paid 
T. H. Carter $17.50 for his work in organizing 
this church. 

A letter of dismission was granted the 
Piney Grove Church to join the Union Associa- 
tion. 

Eld. T. H. Carter read the State Mission 
Report: "Believing, as we do, that the methods 
employed by the State Association are both scrip- 
tural and practical, we recommend that our 
churches co-operate with the State Association 
and represent in that body. These methods guard 
the sacred rights and liberties of the churches, 
leaving all authority in their hands where it be- 
longs." 

The Education report stated, "We espe- 
cially urge the implementation of Christian edu- 
cation, and we recommend Buckner College as 
worthy of our patronage and support, both for lit- 
erary and ministerial education. 

"We further recommend the Arkansas 
Baptist, our State paper, as a strong and powerful 
educational factor." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, 

"There is no institution that should ap- 
peal to our sympathies more than an Orphans' 
Home. A well arranged and managed home, a 
place where the orphan children may be edu- 
cated, clothed and fed is the kind of institution 
we are now endeavoring to establish at 
Texarkana. We therefore recommend the estab- 
lishment of our Home at the above place, and that 
the institution be under the auspices of the State 
Association of Arkansas Baptist Churches. We 
further recommend that a collection for this pur- 
pose be now taken and turned over to J. B. Sell- 
man, who is now working for the establishment 
of the Home. The collection in cash amounted to 
23575. 

1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Western 
Church, 10 miles west of Emerson. Eld. T. J. 
Brasher preached the Introductory Sermon from 


I Cor. 1:30, and Eld. N. L. Eddy preached at the ar- 
bor from Ecc. 12:7. 

Eld. C. C. Winters served as Moderator and 
Eld. N. L. Eddy as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders A. C. 
Hutson, J. H. Brockman, T. J. Brasher and L. A. 
Oxford. On Sunday at 11 AM, Eld. C. C. Winters 
preached at the church from Matt. 28:19-20 and 
Eld. T. H. Carter at the arbor from Eph. 1:12-14. 

Longview Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. Buena Vista Church was granted a 
letter of dismission to the Liberty Association. 

The State Missions report stated, "We 
have seven missionaries working faithfully in 
the State. God has wonderfully blessed their 
labors this year; 

"Believing our method to be scriptural, 
logical and practical, we invite all true Baptists 
to co-operate with us in this greatest of all duties 
of His church." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "The 
State Association of Baptist Churches through a 
committee appointed for that purpose has pur- 
chased in Texarkana, a fine three story brick 
building and ten acres of ground worth about 
$20,000 for our orphanage. 

"This building is well arranged, and espe- 
cially suited for an Orphan's Home. We were for- 
tunate enough to secure the property for $7,000 
payable in notes of different value on different 
dates. One of these $1,500.00 notes falls due on 
danal; 1909. 

"It rests upon the Baptists of the State As- 
sociation of Arkansas as to whether we meet this 
indebtedness or allow this valuable property, so 
nearly ours, to slip from our grasp. 

"We must have cash to meet this note in 
January. We can't afford to fail so near the goal, 
and unless you help we must see this magnificent 
piece of property slip from our hands, together 
with the loss of one payment of $500 already 
made upon same. 

"We have put some improvement in the 
home amounting to about $250 or $300. We have 
twenty inmates in the home, including Bro. 
Sellman and his family to feed and clothe." 

=< \..di.Caxten 

A collection of $34.55 in cash and $105 in 

pledges was received. 


The Publications and Education reports 
recommended only Landmark causes. 

34 churches were represented, 327 re- 
ceived by baptism, and a total membership of 
2806. 

1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with Waldo 
Baptist Church. Eld. N. L. Eddy preached the In- 
troductory Sermon from Deut. 6:1-15, and Matt. 
28:19. 

Eld. C. C. Winters served as Moderator and 
Eld. N. L. Eddy was Clerk. 

Visitors included S. W. Abernathy, Cur- 
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rent River Assoc.; J. C. Vaughan, Pine Bluff As- 
soc.; G. W. Dorman and P. M. Compton, Union 
Assoc., and C. P. McGraw and J. D. Rasberry, Lib- 
erty Assoc. 

Others preaching included Elders C. P. 
McGraw, J. C. Vaughan, T. H. Carter, S. W. Aber- 
nathy, P. M. Compton and J. M. Stone. 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was held 
at 9:30. The Sunday School Report stated, "We 
find from the reading of the letters that a very 
small per cent of our churches have Sunday 
Schools. 

"We further recommend that each pastor 
preach about Sunday School at the earliest op- 
portunity. We also recommend the use of sound 
Baptist literature." 

Eld. J. A. Scarboro, pastor at Magnolia, 
preached at 11 AM. Eld. C. C. Winters, pastor at 
McNeil spoke at the same hour at the Methodist 
meeting house. 

At 2:30 the Orphans' Home report was 
read by Eld. T. H. Carter. A cash offering of $200 
was received for the Orphans' Home, and an 
offering of $25.10 was received for Sis. T. H. 
Carter "as an expression of her kindness and 
watchfulness in the Home." 

The report stated, "The home today is 
worth $18,000 or $20,000. It cost us only $7,000. 
We have paid $2,000 of this, but the other $5,000 
is yet to be paid, with the interest. We have twenty 
children in the home at present to be fed and 
clothed, with an increase of from two to three per 
month. 

"It will cost us not less than one hundred 
per month to support them. So you plainly see 
that mere sentiment or a spasmodic support will 
not maintain the home, but it will take system- 
atic, hearty support." 


The State Missions report stated, "We are 
having some good work done, but there is room 
for more to be done. We have county seats without 
Baptist churches or preaching, and counties with 
but few Baptist churches in them. 

"But we have four or five in the field, and 
we owe them for work already done. 

"We deplore the fact that of late efforts are 
made to coerce the churches in the direction of 
their contributions. And to this end churches are 
divided and crippled, and new associations are 
formed in new territory already occupied by Bap- 
tist Associations, and in these new associations 
the support and endorsement of the work of the 
conventions is made a test of fellowship." 

The 2.5 page report clearly defined the ef- 
fects of new convention associations being orga- 
nized, and efforts made to encourage churches to 
join in their work. More information is given in 
the 1910 report. 


The Education Committee reported, "If we 
train our workers to the best possible advantage 
we must build and maintain good Christian 


schools and colleges. As Landmark Baptists we 
are facing a strenuous situation at this point just 
now. We have in Arkansas Buckner College, and 
we recommend Buckner for those who desire a 
preparatory school. But Buckner has no theologi- 
cal department at present. It is our opinion that 
steps should be taken in the near future to estab- 
lish a sound school in some center of the State, 
and we hereby pledge the co-operation of 
Columbia Association in any sane movement 
along this line." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Union and Howard Co. Associa- 
tions. 

35 churches reported 131 baptisms, and 
2,924 members. The Magnolia Church, J. A. 
Scarboro, pastor, had full-time preaching. The 
McNeil Church, C. C. Winters, pastor, had half- 
time preaching. All other churches were quarter 
time. 


1910 

The 1910 meeting was hosted by the Mc- 
Neil Church, with the meetings held in the Old 
Soldiers Shed. Eld. J. W. Nix preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from Matt. 28:19. 

Eld. C. C. Winters was elected as Moder- 
ator and J. L. Allison was Clerk. 

Landmark Baptist Church of Stamps was 
received by petitionary letter. 

Eld. J. A. Scarboro preached at 11 AM on 
Sunday from Matt. 7:21-23. Others preaching 
included Elders C. K. Speakman, Judson Assoc., 
Dick Newton, J. A. Scarboro, G. B. Agan, and P. 
M. Compton. 

The committee appointed to report on 
seating messengers from the Hope Assoc. re- 
ported: "Whereas, The Hope Association is com- 
posed of churches that are under the control of 
the State Convention, and 

"Whereas, Said Association has enacted 
laws that would destroy church independence, 
and 

"Whereas, Said Association is composed 
of churches that refuse our preachers a hearing in 
their pulpits and go through the farce of exclud- 
ing members, Deacons and Preachers from their 
fellowship who do not submit to their unscrupu- 
lous, unscriptural and unbaptistic methods, 

"Therefore, we recommend that this Asso- 
ciation refuse to enter into correspondence with 
the Hope Association and also refuse to grant 
hers and other Convention Preachers the privi- 
lege of the floor." 

The State Mission Committee was J. A. 
Scarboro, J. B. Wise, and S. F. Harvil. In this re- 
port the techniques of exaggerated convention 
mission reporting were clearly stated: 

"But during recent years conditions have 
arisen which have produced a quantitative desti- 
tution even in the churches in many places. We 
refer to the issues unsolved in the current con- 
troversy over mission methods wherein those 
opposing our position and views treat the 
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churches which dissent to the centralization of 
all mission work in the hands of Conventions 
and Boards as destitute territory and use mission 
funds to support men to turn away the churches 
and line them up in support of that system. 

"This system is carried on by the Boards 
of the State Convention in co-operation with the 
Home Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
and the Home Boards report is made up by con- 
solidating the reports of the State Boards anid in 
this way the Home Board reports 1,010 mission- 
aries or all the work done by these subsidized 
pastors in the South. A strange thing about this 
system is it does not publish or report its list of 
missionaries. So the contributors do not and 
cannot know to whom their funds are paid, nor 
for what purpose used. This we hold is not only 
unfair and unjust to our people but is a betrayal 
of the confidence of the contributors who believe 
their contributions are used to support mission- 
aries in destitute places when in fact they are 
used to support pastors in places not destitute. 

"Agents and advocates of this system are 
pressing their way into the churches and associa- 
tions, opposing all who dissent to it. Disrupting 
and dividing churches and associations they 
cannot control and organize, opposing churches 
and associations on the same territory under 
constitutions requiring them to support the con- 
vention system. This action has become general. 
It is tantamount to a declaration of non-fellow- 
ship for Baptist churches and Associations 
which refuse to support or submit to convention 
control and has forced churches to resist its en- 
croachments in defense of their rights, principles 
and independence of human authority and obedi- 
ence to Christ as sole Law-giver to his people." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "The 
home and children are in good shape. The chil- 
dren are well. We learn through Bro. Carter that 
there was a gracious revival held in the home in 
August. All the children old enough professed 
faith in Christ and joined the church and were 
baptized. We ask that you join us in praising the 
Lord." 

34 churches reported 137 baptisms and a 
total membership of 2,990. 

Summary 

The minutes from 1911 through 1920 in- 
dicate little or no Convention influence. Appar- 
ently most, if not all, the churches remained with 
the Columbia and State Associations. The 1920 
minute reported 45 churches, 105 baptisms and 
total membership of 4,161. 


Forest Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Taylor 
The first documented Missionary Baptist 
preacher living in the Forest Grove Community 
was Eld. H. R. Hughey in 1860. Forest Grove 
Church was listed in the 1862 minute of the Asso- 
ciation. Eld. H. R. Hughey, who was pastor, was 


also moderator of the Association, A. Byrne was 
clerk, Bethel Smith was a deacon. The church 
was represented by H. R. Hughey and J. M. Click. 

Forest Grove Church is located on land 
once owned by Benjamin Lewis. On May 3, 1889 a 
deed was recorded for two acres of land to be used 
for a Baptist Church, school and cemetery. This 
deed was from William and Rosa Pillbury to F. T. 
Whitehead, J. A. Powell, J. M. Fish and Calvin 
Fish, as deacons of Forest Grove Baptist Church. 

From Mrs. Rachel Allen, who joined the 
church in 1905, it was learned the church had 
three buildings on the present site. The first 
building was one room, built of rough, unpainted 
lumber. The second building was a white, one 
room building, along the style of most rural 
church buildings of that era. The third was a one 
room, tile brick building built in 1949. Two addi- 
tions have been made to this building. 

On Jan. 5, 1980 Forest Grove dedicated a 
beautiful new sanctuary. In May of 1992, the old 
building was completely remodeled and is now an 
educational building. 

Other early pastors of the church included 
Elders E. A. Mayo, J. T. Griffin, S. C. Edwards, L. 
W. Baker, T. J. Brasher, O. M. Bisby, G. G. Wise, C. 
R. Newton, W. H. Armstrong, J. P. Oliver, and L. A. 
Oxford. 

Bro. Dan Maloch was the first full-time 
pastor in 1952. The church also built a parsonage 
in) 1952. 

The Church has successfully sponsored 
two missions: The Stamps MBC in Stamps, and 
the Gethsemane MBC in El Dorado. Both works 
are now self-supporting. 


Harmony Missionary Baptist Church 
Stephens 

The date of the organization of Harmony 
Missionary Baptist Church may go back as far as 
the Zion Hill Church, Seminary, which peti- 
tioned the Association in 1866. There is some ev- 
idence the Pleasant Grove Church originated out 
of the Zion Hill Church. J. W. Wesson who had 
been clerk of the Zion Hill Church was listed as 
clerk of the Pleasant Grove Church beginning in 
1880. 

The town of Stephens was founded in 
1882, and people began moving from Seminary to 
Stephens soon after. On Oct. 4, 1884 the Pleasant 
Grove Church moved to the Stephens School 
House. A building was constructed in 1885, and 
also in 1885 the name of the church was changed 
to Stephens Baptist Church. The church enter- 
tained the Association in 1886. 

In 1912 a majority of the church voted to 
affiliate with the Hope Association, which was 
affiliated with the State Convention. Elder J. M. 
Stone, the previous pastor, and deacons J. W. 
Wynns and J. H. Hughes led in the organization of 
a Landmark Church, which petitioned the Asso- 
ciation in 1914 as Stephens Baptist Church. 
Charter members were Eld. J. M. Stone, and wife: 
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Viola Stone, Ben J. Stone, Mrs. Bailey, J. H. 
Hughes and wife; John McNeil, J. W. Wynns and 
wife; and Mrs. Lilly Wynns. 

The new church met in the homes of 
members until deciding to build a building in 
1924, which was dedicated on June 12, 1927. At 
the suggestion of Eld. C. C. Winters, pastor, the 
name was changed to Harmony MBC on Nov. 13, 
1927. 

In 1952, while Bro. Dean Cross was pas- 
tor, a new brick building was erected. 

Other known pastors of Harmony include 
C. A. Gilbert, I. N. Borum, Martin Tomlin, John 
A. Jackson, Herbert Brown, Archie Beggs, Julian 
Pope and L. D. Foreman. 


Corinth Missionary Baptist Church 


Stephens 

Corinth MBC was organized Aug. 6, 1905 
in an old school building, one-fourth mile east of 
the present building. 

The charter members were J. F. Smart, G. 
C. Hall, Leonard Smart, Annie Green, Mattie 
Smart, Delia Smart and Lilly Hall. 

Eld. W. J. Sexton was called as pastor. D. 
M. Green was the first member to unite by bap- 
tism. 

Services were held in the old school build- 
ing until 1913, when the church moved into a new 
frame building at the site of the present church. 
This frame building was used until April, 1954, 
when the church voted to erect a new brick struc- 
ture with a 36 X 70 sanctuary and additional 
wings for Sunday School rooms. The building 
was completed and dedication services were held 
Aug. 12, 1956. 

Others serving as pastor: Elders W. J. Sex- 
ton, J. W. Nix, J. M. Stone, C. D. Cox, E. A. Baker, 
C. R. Hatch, W. E. Sherrill, N. L. Eddy, J. J. Mal- 
one, J. P. Crisp, J. A. Jackson J. R. Cecil, W. A. 
(Bill) Chisolm, Errol Williams, J. O. Phillips, 
Franklin Shepherd, and J. G. Heflin. 

Corinth has been a member of the First 
Columbia Association since its organization. 


First Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church, Taylor 


First Landmark MBC was organized in 
1907, following a revival held by Eld. T. H. Carter 
under a brush arbor. 

There were about fifteen charter mem- 
bers, including Mrs. Mollie Taylor, Mr. Era 
Moore, Mrs. Bertie Horn, Mrs. Emma Hudnell, 
Mr. Need Taylor, Mr. Romie Taylor, Mrs. D. W. 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. John Kyle, and Mr. and Mrs. 
F. E. Whitehead. 

For several years services were held in a 
one-room school building. In 1912, Mr. D. A. 
Shelton, a Methodist, donated lots for the first 
church building. A two-story building was erected 
by the Baptists and members of the Masonic 
Lodge. Both Methodists and Baptists used the 


building until 1921, when the Methodists built 
their own place of worship. 

In July, 1943, the old building was torn 
down and a new building, including four Sunday 
School rooms was erected. The first services were 
held in the new building on March 15, 1944. In 
March of 1946 Clara Colvin Owen donated lots 
for a parsonage, On the first Sunday in June, 
1948, dedication services were held for the 
church and the parsonage. 

On June 28, 1950, by a majority vote the 
church withdrew from the A. B. A. and voted to 
join what is now the B. M. A. However, a minority 
desired to remain with the A. B. A. 

Under the leadership of Eld. J. L. Causey, 
Sr., State Missionary, twenty-seven former 
members of First Baptist Church covenanted to- 
gether to form the present church. The church pe- 
titioned the First Columbia Association in 1951. 

A new building was occupied before the 
construction was completed. A three bedroom 
brick parsonage was purchased in 1969, and new 
pews and central heating were installed in 1970. 

Other pastors have included Gene Butler, 
J. N. Barnes, Leroy Mitchell, Billy Fields, Cleo 
Paul and E. E. Swearingen. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Magnolia 

Calvary MBC was organized on Sep. 18, 
1951 in the Columbia Co. Courthouse. 

Charter members were I. N. Borum, 
Harold Dennis, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Dumas, 
Mary B. Hardy, Jean Jackson, Mrs. W. A. Jack- 
son, Mrs. Chester Johnson, Billy Lawson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harvey Lawson, Mr. and Mrs. Chester 
Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Lee McDaniel, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert N. Morgan, Mr. and Mrs. Cohen E. Otwell, 
James Staggs, Mr. and Mrs. Wiley Staggs, Mr. and 
Mrs. Leonard Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Clois 
Young, Mr. and Mrs. John S. Young. 

The church continued to meet in the 
courthouse until buildings were erected at 600 
Lucy Circle, beginning in May of 1952. 

In Feb. 1977 land was purchased on the 
Hwy. 79 Bypass. A new parsonage was built in 
1978, and then a new sanctuary, educational 
wing, and fellowship hall were built in 1981. 

Pastors of Calvary have been: Tommy 
Miller, Sidney McLeod, John Evans, H. L. Mc- 
Nish, Freddie Holmes, Bill Voss, Weeks DuBose, 
John Armstrong, A. L. Merrill, Charles Law, 
Marion Grubbs, Loyd Roper, Maxie Haynes and 
James O. Passman. 

The church began an MBSF on the campus 
of Southern Arkansas University in the late 
1950's. Property was purchased in 1982 and the 
MBSF building was completed in 1983. 
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Grace Missionary Baptist Church 
Magnolia 

Grace MBC was organized on Dec. 29, 
1956, with the arm extended by Calvary Baptist 
Church. 

Charter members were Bro. and Mrs. 
Clarence Shackleford, Bro. and Sis. Chester Lee, 
Bro. Lamar Lee, Bro. and Mrs. John Evans, Bro. 
Nel Autry, Bro. and Mrs. Herbert Barker, Bro. and 
Mrs. Earl Byrd, Jr., Bro. W. N. Mooney, Bro. and 
Mrs. L. P. Benefield, Bro. Jimmie Benefield, Sis. 
Shirley Benefield, Bro. and Mrs. M. L. McDaniel, 
and Sis Mary (Willard) Franklin. 

Bro. John Evans was elected as Pastor, 
and Bro. L. L. Autry was elected Church Clerk. 

In 1957 one-acre of property at 2108 
Pierce St. was bought from Bro. Lake Green. Con- 
struction began in 1958, and the church met in 
the new building on July 6, 1958. An educational 
addition was added in 1964. 

Other pastors were Ralph Hunnicutt, Ray 
Lewis, Raymond Lyons, Billy Standford, B. L. 
Benefield, W. O. Blair, Jimmy Daniels, Ted Rus- 
sell, W. C. Kennedy, Willis Welsh, Clarence 
Ainsworth, Walter Durham, Franklin Shepherd, 
and James Candler. 


Eastside Missionary Baptist Church 
Waldo 

The Eastside MBC was organized in 1957. 
Bro. Doyle Ingram held a tent revival in 1956. 
The group continued to meet in a vacant store 
building on North Olive St. 

There were thirty-four charter members. 
Bro. A. J. Brewer was an ordained minister, and 
served as the first pastor. Bro. Earl Miller was a 
licensed” minister.. Brethren’ Lee Hale; Gene 
Brewer, Harold Morris and G. G. Johnson served 
as deacons. 

Other pastors have been Brethren Bill 
Pickard, Albert Brown, Jim Cross, Doug Merri- 
man, Jimmy Young, Gary Grady, Mike Turner, 
and Larry Miller. 

Land was donated on the east side of 
Waldo by Mrs. Bessie Blair. The building was 
completed in July, 1958. A parsonage was built 
after 1965, and a fellowship hall was added after 
ie gale 


IMrs. W. N. Paschal, History of Columbia Baptist 
Association, 1966. 

2Baptist Advance, Dec. 5, 1912. 

SPatricia Clark, clerk of Beech Creek Baptist 
Church, Nov. 24, 1992. 


Mt. Vernon Baptist Association 


An account of church activity prior to the 
organization of the Association was given by Eld. 
P. S. G. Watson, in "Recollections of Arkansas," 
published in the Arkansas Evangel. 

Eld. P.S.G. Watson and about 12 others 
from Kentucky first came to Arkansas on 
November 30, 1843. Eld. Watson was a preacher 
and a school teacher. He first assisted in organiz- 
ing Providence Baptist Church on Reed's Creek, 
about 8 miles east of Cave City, Sharp Co. In July 
of 1848 Eld. Watson and most of those who had 
come with him from Kentucky moved to 
Batesville. 


Elder Watson gave this account! of his 
first contact with brethren who would later make 
up the Mt. Vernon Association: 

"In Aug. 1850, Elders Ambrose W. Elledge 
and James M. Cox from Phillips Co., came to my 
house in Batesville on the way to the Rocky 
Bayou Association, to be held with Antioch 
Church, 25 miles northwest of Batesville and in 
Izard county. This was Eld. McElmurray's home 
church. There were only two Missionary Baptist 
Churches in Phillips county: The New Hope and 
Liberty. The former about 12 miles from Helena 
and the latter about 24 miles, both on the St. 
Francis road and northwest of Helena. These 
churches had been in existence about two years; 
and they were the only churches of their kind. 
Elder Elledge was pastor of both New Hope and 
Liberty. His membership in the former. Elder 
Cox held membership in the Liberty, but 
preached monthly in St. Francis County, from 50 
to 75 miles from his residence. 

"Elder Cox brought a petitionary letter 
from the Liberty Church, and it was received into 
the Rocky Bayou Association-- 160 miles off. 

"At the urgent request of Elders Elledge 
and Cox, I accompanied them to Phillips county. 
They reached Phillips County in September, 
1850. Eld. Watson continued, "On Saturday at 11 
a.m. preached to about 6 persons in the Hill 
school house 18 miles from Helena, and within 
the territory of the Liberty church. The interest 
increased rapidly, the people would pick cotton 
all day, and then come out every night. Some few 
persons came over 20 miles. On Monday week, 
Bro. Elledge baptized a large number in the 
Lan'Guille (Langell) river, where the town of 
Marianna now stands; then called Ash Port. 
... Amongst the number baptized was Rutherford 
J. Thornton, a grandson of one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence in 1776. He had 
been Sheriff in Miss. The Liberty Church made 
him Clerk, and this office he held until he died 
about '53 or '54. 

"In 1846 Eld. T.S.N. King came from 
Warren Co., Miss. and bought a farm in Phillips 
Co., Ark., 3 miles below Helena. Having a large 


farm he preached but seldom for awhile---was 
one of the constituent members of the New Hope 
church in 1848, though over a dozen miles from 
him. Toward the last, he came to the Liberty 
meeting. He, Elledge and Cox were the only Mis- 
sionary Baptist preachers in the county; and ex- 
cept Eld. Mark W. Izard, none in the adjoining 
counties: From’ the Liberty church) -all= the 
preachers and many of the private members went 
to the McKeil schoolhouse in order to hold a 
meeting with the New Hope Church. This church 
had built a good frame house, but it was not so 
convenient, as the Judge McKeil house. The meet- 
ing held a week, and then Elder Elledge baptized 
another number in the St. Francis River, at the 
mouth of Phillip's Bayou, 6 miles from the place 
of meeting." 

Eld. Watson continued the account in the 
December 7, 1881 edition: 

"In the spring of 1851, by invitation of the 
Liberty and New Hope churches, I visited them 
again, and assisted the pastor in meetings for 
three weeks. There was a goodly number of con- 
versions and baptisms. 

"In the fall of 1851, Eld. J. R. Gravesthen 
Editor of the Tennessee Baptist of Nashville 
preached at Helena. Several Baptists had previ- 
ously moved into town. While Elder Graves did 
the preaching, he had the aid of Elders King, 
Elledge, Cox and perhaps some other ministers. 
The meeting was a great success. Many were con- 
verted, and a church formed, that has been sec- 
ond to but few if indeed any in the whole State. 
Many of its members were at the organization, 
amongst the leading citizens. It had a good 
start...Several of the New Hope members became 
members of this church, some living in town at 
the time of the organization. Eld. T.S.N. King, 
Deacons John H. Hicks and Spencer Hall and 
their wives were from New Hope. A good frame 
meeting-house was soon built, and Elder John 
Bateman was called from Tennessee to the pas- 
torship. He served with much satisfaction the 
Helena and the New Hope churches for one year, 
and then returned to Tennessee. 

"In 1852, Eld. Elledge resigned the pastor- 
ship of New Hope and Liberty; and the next year 
with his family he was found in Texas, where he 
has been ever since, laboring faithfully in the 
ministry. 

"Eld. T.S.N. King was a good preacher, but 
had a slight impediment in his speech. This was 
never heard when reading, and appeared to result 
from a hesitance as to the choice of words. I have 
never known a minister more humble, more 
agreeable, more careful in all that he said to did, 
than Brother King. 

"In March, 1853, I became pastor of the 
New Hope and the Liberty churches, and served 
them till the 15th of December, 1858, nearly five 
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years, when I moved 100 miles due west to Little 
Rock, in order to publish the first religious news- 
paper ever printed within the State. 

"In 1853, Eld. King preached regularly in 
Helena as a "Supply"--would not accept the pas- 
torship; yet few years, if any, did the church en- 
joy more prosperity. About 1854, Eld. Reuben 
Jones from Norfolk, Va., became the pastor and 
served about 18 months; when he returned to 
Virginia, because of the dissatisfaction of Sis. 
Jones. Bro. Jones was quite an accession to the 
ministry of the State, and his loss was much re- 
gretted.” 

Eld. Watson continued the account in the 
Jan. 4, 1882 edition. In this account he told of 
Thomas Pleasant Boone, who had come from 
Miss. to his home near LaGrange in Phillips Co., 
in the fall of 1854. Boone, a licensed preacher, 
joined the New Hope Church, taught school and 
frequently assisted Watson in "my ministerial 
labors." He was ordained by New Hope Church in 
the spring of 1855. 

Taking a months vacation, Eld. Watson 
"took Boone in my buggy a tour 60 miles South- 
west, as volunteer missionaries. The first 35 
miles brought us to the Salem Baptist Church on 
Coffee Creek, a few miles from Trenton in 
Phillips Co., and went on into Monroe Co. We 
held meetings for a few days, and made an ap- 
pointment to return and organize a church. We 
then held a few days meeting with Eld. Wm. 
Hood's church (Ruhumah) in Arkansas Co., a few 
miles southwest of Aberdeen. Then returned and 
organized the church. Elder Hood assisted and 
was chosen pastor. The land in this region was 
fine, but the settlements generally new. No meet- 
ing house within several miles. 

"Ezekial Holland came to Monroe Co. in 
1851 and then to the Hickory Ridge neighbor- 
hood in Phillips Co., and bought a good farm, 
about 20 miles from Helena. Bro. Holland had 
been a student of Wake Forest College, NC) his na- 
tive state) for three years, and also of the Furman 
Theological Institute. When he came to Phillips 
Co., the Salem Church on Coffee Creek, had a 
bare existence as an anti-missionary body. He 
became the pastor upon the church adopting arti- 
cles of faith in harmony with the Missionary 
Baptists. In 1854 he and a few others united in 
forming a church in a school house in his neigh- 
borhood. He was chosen pastor. Eld. J. W. Cox 
and I assisted in the organization, and the 
church was called Hickory Ridge Baptist Church. 

"Eld. Frances Marion Freeman became 
the pastor of the Helena Church on Jan. 1, 1856. 
He was about 29 years a age, single, and had grad- 
uated from the Union University, Murfreesboro, 
TN, in the proceeding July. Bro. Freeman was a 
good preacher, had great zeal, and assisted me in 
a successful protracted meeting at the New Hope 
Church." 


Organization 

The Mt. Vernon Association was orga- 
nized on September 3, 1853, at the Mt. Vernon 
Baptist Church. The following churches and pas- 
tors were in the organization: 

Mt. Vernon, Mt. Vernon, 47 members, 
pastor M. W. Izard, Mt. Vernon 

Ash Grove, Cotton Plant, 34 members, 
pastor J. M. Cox, Beech Grove 

Bible Union, Mt. Vernon, 23 members, 
pastor M. W. Izard, Mt. Vernon 

New Hope, LaGrange, 21 members, pastor 
P.S.G. Watson, Helena 

Liberty, LaGrange, 27 members, pastor 
P.S.G. Watson, Helena 

The Liberty Church was located on the Old 
Wire Road, five miles south of Marianna. The 
church was organized in 1846, with Eld. Matthew 
Cox as the first pastor. Services were held in a lit- 
tle log house near the headwaters of Patterson's 
Branch, which was named for Lee County's first 


settler, John Patterson. 
1854 

The first annual session was held with 
New Hope Church, located on the St. Francis 
Road, 12 miles from Helena. Eld. T.S.N. King 
preached the annual sermon from Judges 5:23. 

Churches and messengers present: 

Mt. Vernon--R. P. Satterwhite, S. C. 
Becket, James Ray 

Helena--Reuben Jones, T.S.N. King, 
Cyrenius Hickey 

Ash Grove--P. P. Hill, John Clifft, John H. 
Johnson 

Bible Union--Peter Parker, William Ivey, 
J. S. Boney 

New Hope--P.S.G. Watson, A. H. Hopkins, 
J. C. McCrary 

Liberty--J. M. Cox, W. H. Williams, H. L. 
Cordell 

Eld. Reuben Jones was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. T.S.N. King was elected as Clerk. 

New churches and messengers included: 

Sterling Church--Wm. N. Martin, H. F. 
Tewksbury, L. B. Dunn 

Salem Church--Richard Brown, M. J. 
Durden 

Hickory Ridge--Ezekial Holland, I. D. 
Mooney, Dr. W. R. Baker 

Oak Grove--Wesley Breeding, Wm. Huff, 
Robert Patterson 

Committees were appointed and reported 
on Domestic Missions, Education, Sabbath 
Schools, Colportage, Temperance, and Colored 
Population. 

Others preaching were Eld. Reuben Jones 
and T.S.N. King preached a second time. 

Correspondence was established with the 
St. Francis River, Mount Zion, Caroline, Union 
(Jackson Co.) and Rocky Bayou Associations. 

The clerk reported, "On the Sabbath a 
large congregation attended the preaching of the 
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Word, under a beautiful arbor; and it was evident 
there was a solemn and intense state of feeling 
amongst the people. The meeting was protracted, 
after the adjourning of the Association, until the 
following Sabbath, which resulted in about 25 
conversions, and an addition to the New Hope 
Church of 16 members, to Helena Church 4, and 
several to the Liberty Church." 

A resolution was passed approving the in- 
terest of Bro. P.S.G. Watson in publishing a his- 
tory of the Baptists of this State; and recommend 
it to the favorable consideration of the 


Association." 

Eld. T.S.N. King was asked to furnish a 
copy of the Introductory Sermon for publication, 
and "that we request Bro. Graves to publish the 
same in the Tennessee Baptist." The seven-page 
message was published in the Minute. 

Publications recommended included the 
Tennessee Baptist, Gospel Banner, Home and 
Foreign Journal, Parlor Visitor (a monthly pub- 
lication for women), and American Baptist Flag. 

The minute listed 19 Associations in 
Arkansas, including four anti-mission associa- 
tions. 

Churches, pastors, and clerks in 1855: 

Mt. Vernon, St. Francis; pastor M. W. 
Izard; clerk J. Satterwhite, Mt. Vernon, 40 mem- 
bers 

Helena, Phillips; pastor Reubin Jones; 
clerk C. C. Bliss, Helena, 70 members 

Ash Grove, St. Francis; pastor J. M. Cox; 
clerk J. Simpson, Cotton Plant, 68 members 

Bible Union, St. Francis; pastor M. W. 
Izard; clerk Wm. Privit, Mt. Vernon, 23 members 

New Hope, Phillips; pastor P.S.G. Watson; 
clerk E. S. Martin, LaGrange, baptized 28, 48 
members 

Liberty, Phillips; pastor P.S.G. Watson; 
clerk T.V.W. Bowden, Marianna, 26 members 

Sterling, Phillips; pastor P.S.G. Watson; 
clerk H. F. Tewksbury, 20 members 

Salem, Phillips; pastor Ezekial Holland; 
clerk Richard Brown, Big Creek, 8 members 

Hickory Ridge, Phillips; pastor Ezekial 
Holland; clerk J. D. Mooney, Spring Creek, 6 
members 

Oak Grove, Monroe; pastor J. M. Cox; 
clerk R. D. Patterson, Edwardsville, baptized 32, 
44 members 

1855 


The 1855 meeting was held with Ash 
Grove Church. The "Introductory Discourse" was 
given by Eld. P.S.G. Watson, from I Cor. 10:15. 

Eld. Reuben Jones, the Moderator, had re- 
turned to Virginia in July. Eld. J. M. Cox was 
elected as Moderator and Eld. P.S.G. Watson was 
elected as Clerk. 

Three new churches were received: 

Liberty, Monroe Co., represented by W. J. 
Hood and E. T. Mitchell 


Harmony, Monroe Co., represented by E. 
W. Vann, Joseph P. Vann, Jesse Vickory 

Ruhamah, Arkansas Co., represented by 
T. G. Warthy, T. J. McAdams. This church, orga- 
nized the previous May, was located 20 miles SW 
from Aberdeen. W. J. Hood was pastor and T. J. 
McAdams was clerk, Casco, AR, later Long Point, 
AR 

Church Reports: 

Mt. Vernon was not represented. It was 
reported the church had gone beyond recovery. 

Helena, 5 baptized, 65 members 

Ash Grove, 22 baptized, 71 members (25 
miles so. of Augusta, 75 miles NW of Helena) 

Bible Union, 5 baptized, 32 members (9 
mi. NW from Mt. Vernon) 

New Hope, 25 baptized, 78 members 

Liberty, 6 baptized, 38 members (5 mi. SW 
of Aberdeen) 

Sterling, 7 baptized, 24 members 

Salem, 4 baptized, 13 members (25 Mi. SW 
of Helena) 

Hickory Ridge, 7 members (20 mi. SW of 
Helena) 

Oak Grove, 7 baptized, 39 members 

Ruhumah, 11 members (15 mi. SW of Ab- 
erdeen) 

Harmony, 17 baptized, 24 members (5 mi. 
N. of Lawrenceville) 

A committee on church history was ap- 
pointed: H. F. Tewkesbury, P.S.G. Watson, and H. 
F. Mooney. 

Others preaching at this session were E]l- 
ders N. P. Moore of Searcy and W. J. Hood of 
Monroe Co. 

"On account of the rejection of our dele- 
gate, last year, by the St. Francis Association, an 
anti-Missionary body, it was resolved that we of- 
fer no further correspondence." This entry by the 
clerk confirms the Mt. Vernon Association was 
indeed a "missionary" association. 

Corresponding Messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Caroline, Union (Jackson Co.), 
Rocky Bayou, Cold Water (MS), and Mt. Zion 
(conditional, subject to visit and approval) As- 
sociations. 

Deacon Hall offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

WHEREAS, The exigency of the times 
demonstrate that Baptists should retain the old 
landmarks of their ancestry, obtain and sustain 
the truth at all hazards; and as a denomination 
sustain the exponents of Bible faith, together 
with those who faithfully expose and oppose all 
error and isms of the world; furthermore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Association does 
most cordially and emphatically approbate the 
course of Eld. J. R. Graves, editor of the Tennessee 
Baptist, in his recognition and continued 
controversy with Alexander Campbell and oth- 
ers; and hail with pleasure his efforts in exhibit- 
ing, in their true light, the harmful isms now ex- 
tai 
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The report on church history gave a short 
summary of the condition of each church. 

Eld. J. M. Cox, missionary, reported he 
had preached regularly to Ash Grove, Oak Grove, 
Smyrna and Enon, together with many destitute 
neighborhoods. He had preached 161 sermons, 
reported 42 professions, 20 baptisms, and was 
paid $400. 

Eld. A. J. Merrell, missionary, had 
preached to various churches and mission 
points, but had the regular care of no church. He 
reported the Mt. Vernon church had "gone beyond 
recovery." In 8 months he had preached 86 ser- 
mons, reported 10 professions and 7 baptisms, 
with $12.50 received on salary. 

The ordained ministers were T.S.N. King, 
J. M. Cox, Ezekiel Holland, W. J. Hood, and P.S.G. 
Watson. 

1856 

The 1856 meeting was held with New Hope 
Church. Eld. P.S.G. Watson preached the In- 
troductory Sermon from Eph. 5:14. 

The churches represented and member- 
ship: Helena 53; Ash Grove 83 (baptized 13); Bible 
Union (not represented; New Hope 86, Sterling 
31; Liberty (Phillips Co.) 50; Salem 12; Hickory 
Ridge 6; Liberty 17; Monrow; Harmony 51 
(baptized 26); Ruhamah 21; and Oak Grove 40. 

Eld. Spence Hall was elected as Modera- 
tor, T. S. N. King was elected as Clerk, and P.S.G. 
Watson was elected as Corresponding Secretary. 

A corresponding messenger was seated 
from the Union Association. Corresponding 
messengers were selected to the Caroline, Union, 
and Cold Water (MS) Associations. 

Others preaching were Elders W. J. Hood, 
F. M. Freeman, T.S.N. King, and T. P. Boone. 

"At the close of the Association, it was ev- 
ident that the minds of many were deeply exer- 
cised on the subject of religion, and it was deemed 
best to continue the meeting. There was preach- 
ing six days and nights, which resulted in the 
conversion of about fifteen persons." 

The report on Sabbath Schools stated, 
"That among the churches of our association ex- 
ists a lamentable indifference in respect to this 
one important thing, and that, with a few cred- 
itable exceptions, our brethren have not taken 
any interest at all in this establishment;... " 

Eld. J. M. Cox reported his mission work 
had resulted in 15 baptisms, 19 exhortations, 10 
received by letter, 33 sermons preached, and 
$21.85 collected as salary. 

1857 

The 1857 meeting was held with Harmony 
Church, 5 miles NW of Lawrenceville in Monroe 
Co. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. T.S.N. King from Rom. 3:31, "The Principles 
and Dignity of Christianity." 

Elder King was elected as Moderator and 
Eld. P.S.G. Watson was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Shiloh Church, represented by T. M. Belcher, and 


Cypress Valley Church, represented by G. W. Few 
and Wm. McConnell. 

A minute was received from the Union 
Association, and letters of correspondence were 
sent to the Caroline, Union, and Rocky Bayou 
Associations. 

Others preaching were Elders Ezekiel 
Holland from Rom. 10:14, P.S.G. Watson from 
Matt. 28:19-20, T.S.N. King from Matt. 28:18, and 
J. M. Cox from Psalm 68:31. 

Because the Mt. Vernon Church had failed 
to represent itself for three sessions, it was or- 
dered to be dropped from the minutes. 

1858 

The 1858 meeting was held with Oak 
Grove Church, Monroe Co. 

The following information was given on 
the state of the churches. The figures following 
the name of the church represent baptisms, and 
total members: 

New Hope, 9, 88, preaching by P.S.G. Wat- 
son twice a month, to whites on the forenoon and 
blacks in the afternoon, have a Union Sunday 
school, 13 miles NW of Helena on St. Francis 
Road 

Sterling, 9, 41, preaching monthly by 
P.S.G. Watson, whites in forenoon, blacks in af- 
ternoon 

Liberty (Phillips), 1, 50, preaching 
monthly by P.S.G. Watson, very large hewed log- 
house, partly finished, 20 miles from Helena 
near the St. Francis Road at some beautiful 
springs 

Ash Grove, 9, 92, preaching twice a month 
by J. M. Cox, prayer meeting monthly, SE of 
Augusta 25 miles, and 75 miles NW from Helena 

Helena, 14, 62, had F. M. Freeman as pas- 
tor until May, since destitute, weekly prayer 
meetings, regular Sabbath School, owns a fine 
large frame house 

Bible Union, 0, 20, has had no preaching 
for two years, nine miles NW from Mt. Vernon 

Oak Grove, 10, 40, monthly preaching to 
whites and blacks at the same time, tolerably 
comfortable hewed log-house, weekly prayer 
meeting, 25 miles NW from Helena on a country 
road near Moro, Monroe Co. 

Bethel or Hickory Ridge, 1, 10, monthly 
services of Ezekiel Holland, 24 miles west of He- 
lena on a county road 

Liberty (Monroe), 2, 18, monthly preach- 
ing, occasionally to the blacks, by W. J. Hood , 
pastor, 5 miles SW from Aberdeen 

Ruhumah, 0, 20, monthly preaching by W. 
J. Hood, pastor, 20 miles SW from Aberdeen 

Harmony, 21, 60, monthly preaching by 
W. J. Hood, pastor, weekly prayer meeting, 6 
miles NW of Lawrenceville 

Shiloh, 4, 12 Was constituted in Prairie 
Co. on Nov. 9, 1856 with eight members. Monthly 
preaching by W. J. Hood, pastor. 
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Cypress Valley, 0, 8 Was constituted in 
Phillips Co. in July with eight members. Eld. 
T.S.N. King, pastor. 20 miles NW from Helena. 


Among resolutions passed were: "That we 
heartily approve of the movement to publish 
Baptist Sunday School Books.,... 

"That we daily experience inconvenience 
for want of a Denominational State Paper... 

The Table of Statistics indicated: 
church, year organized, baptisms, members, pas- 
tor, and services 

Helena, 1851,12, 79 Wm. H. Barksdale, ev- 
ery Sab. 

Ash Grove, 1853, 16, 117, J. M. Cox, Cot- 
ton Plant, twice a mo. 

Bible Union, 1853, 20 members, not rep 

Liberty (Marianna-Phil)1848, 55 mem- 
bers, P.S.G. Watson, monthly 


Sterling? 1854, 41 members, P.S.G. Wat- 


son 

New Hope, 1848, 2, 80 P.S.G. Watson twice 
amo. 

Salem 1855, 27 members, Ezekiel Hol- 
land 


Bethel, 1854, 10 members, Ezekiel Hol- 
land, not rep. 

Oak Grove, 1854, 5, 30 J. M. Cox 

Ruhumah, 1855, 30 members, W. J. Hood 
monthly 

Harmony, 1855, 15 members, W. J. Hood 
monthly 

Liberty, 1853, 25, 66, W. J. Hood, monthly 

Shiloh (Prairie), 1856, 12 members, W. J. 
Hood, not rep. 


Cypress Valley,©1857, 13, 20 T.S.N. King 
monthly 

Clarendon, 1858, 1, 10 W. J. Hood, 
monthly 


Linn Grove,/1858, 16 members, W. J. 

Hood 
1859 

The 1859 Meeting was held with Liberty 
Church in Phillips Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. W. H. Barksdale, from He- 
lena. 

Spence Hall was re-elected as Moderator, 
Eld. W. H. Barksdale was re-elected as Clerk and 
Eld. T.S.N. King was elected as Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Trenton, Hopewell, and Blackfoot churches. The 
Mt. Vernon Church, which had been dropped for 
failure to represent, was re-instated. 

Others preaching were Wm. E. Lee and W. 
H. Barksdale. 

The Association made application to the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention "to be admit- 
ted as a constituent member of that body." After 
this time, at most sessions representatives were 


elected to represent the Association at the State 
Convention. 

The Mt. Vernon Church reported 37 mem- 
bers, B. F. Thomas, pastor. 

The Blackfoot Church, Phillips Co., re- 
ported 22 members, T.S.N. King, pastor 

The Hopewell Church, St. Francis Co., re- 
ported 8 members, T.S.N. King as pastor 

The Trenton Church, Phillips Co. re- 
ported 6 members. 


1860 

The 1860 meeting was held with the 
Trenton Church in Phillips Co. The Introductory 
Message was preached by Eld. B. B. Black from 
Gal. 6:14. 

Bro. Spence Hall was re-elected as Mod- 
erator, and Eld. W. H. Barksdale was re-elected as 
Clerk. 

Petitionary Letters were received from 
DeWitt, Prairie Grove, and Big Creek churches. 

DeWitt, Ark. Co., T. J. Parker, pastor; J. H. 
Meritt, DeWitt, Clerk, 18 members. 

Prairie Grove, Prairie Co., W. J. Hood, 
pastor; J. F. Golding, Aberdeen, clerk, 9 mem- 
bers. 

Big Creek, Ark. Co., T. J. Parker, pastor; 
P. G. Tyer, St. Charles, clerk, 19 members. 

Three missionaries were appointed: 

Eld. B. F. Thomas, as missionary in St. 
Francis and Phillips Counties, to be paid $75 per 
month, provided he collects it. 

Eld. T. J. Parker, to work in Arkansas 
and Prairie Counties, and portions of Monroe 
and White Counties. He was to be paid $350 per 
year, and to collect half the amount. 

Eld. H. R. Bray, was to work as a mission- 
ary in the 3rd _ district, at a salary of $75 per 
month, to collect half the amount. 

1861 

The 1861 meeting was held with the Mt. 
Vernon Church in St. Francis Co. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. B. F. Thomas 
from II Sam. 4:24. 

Eld. T.S.N. King was elected as Moderator, 
Eld. W. H. Barksdale was re-elected as Clerk, and 
P.S.G. Watson was elected as Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Others preaching were Elders W. D. Terry, 
T. J. Parker, H. R. Bray, T. U. Wilks, T.S.N. King, 
W. H. Barksdale, and P.S.G. Watson. 

Petitionary letters were received from Mt. 
Zion in Phillips Co. Wm. D. Terry was pastor, 12 
members; and Mt. Moria in Monroe Co. T. U. 
Wilks, from Trenton, was pastor, 30 members re- 
ported. 

P.S.G. Watson left Helena and moved to 
Little Rock in 1858 to become editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist. The following statement was 
made in beginning a resolution, "Whereas, Since 
the last session of our Association, owing to the 
depression in monitory matters, it became nec- 
essary to suspend the publication of the 
Arkansas Baptist...." 
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Accordingly, Elder Watson was listed as 
pastor of the New Hope Church at LaGrange. 
However, it should be noted that Eld. Watson was 
not mentioned after the 1865 session. The "recol- 
lections" written by Elder Watson, cited at the be- 
ginning of this chapter, were written in 1881 
from Turnersville, Texas. Therefore, it is quite 
possible Watson moved from the Helena area just 
after the Civil War. 

An interesting resolution was passed: 
"Resolved, That we recommend to the Baptists of 
this body the "Southern Psalmist" with the 
Arkansas supplement, published by Graves, 
Marks and Company of Nashville, TN., and sold 
by Eld. W. H. Barksdale of Helena." This recom- 
mendation was repeated for several years, and 
frequent references were made in the minutes to 
songs selected and sung from the Southern 
Psalmist. 

1865 

The next session was in 1865 at Mt. Zion 
Church, Phillips:-Co; Thesminute stated, “Ihe 
Mount Vernon Association, after a painful sus- 
pension of four years, brought about by the un- 
fortunate war, from which we have just emerged, 
held its Ninth Annual Meeting." 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. W. H. Barksdale from Helena. 

Others preaching were Elders H. R. Bray, 


Wei: Paslay,8and P.S.G. Watson. 

Deacon Spence Hall was elected as Mod- 
erator, Eld. W. H. Barksdale as Clerk, and Eld. 
P.S.G. Watson as Corresponding Secretary. 

Churches received by petitionary letter 
were: Bear Creek, Phillips Co., P.S.G. Watson, 
pastor, 14 members 

Manassas, William H. Paslay, pastor, 8 
members 

Shiloh, Monroe Co., W. M. Raper, pastor, 
36 members 

Ten churches which had not represented 
for three years were dropped. 

The seventeen churches represented re- 
ported 110 baptisms, and a total membership of 
953. 

After the Associational meeting services 
were continued in the arbor that had been erected 
for the Association. Services were conducted for 
eleven days and nights. "Forty souls were, as we 
trust, hopefully converted to God." 


1866 

The 1866 meeting was held with New Hope 
Church, Phillips Co. The Introductory Message 
was brought by Eld. W. M. Raper from Matt. 
14:17. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Oak Hill and Mt. Hopewell Churches. 

Deacon Spence Hall was re-elected as 
Moderator, Eld. W. H. Barksdale was re-elected as 
Clerk, and Eld. B. F. Thomas was elected as 
Corresponding Secretary. 


Others preaching were Elders B. F. 
Thomas from John 12:32, Ezekial Holland from 
John 5:39, and W. H. Barksdale. 

1867 

The 1867 meeting was held with Shiloh 
Church in Monroe Co. The Introductory Message 
was preached by Eld. R. H. Wolverton, from Rom. 
L1G! 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Rising Sun, Point DeLuce, and Shady Grove 
churches. The Rising Sun Church was located 50 
miles W of Helena in Ark. Co., 7 miles W of 
Crocketts Bluff on the White River. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. W. H. Barksdale was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders W. M. Raper, 
H. F. Morrison, and W. H. Barksdale. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported: "Your committee has not been able to as- 
certain whether there is a single Sabbath School 
within its limits except Helena and Trenton." 

A number of churches had asked for let- 
ters of dismission to begin a new association. 
The following resolution was presented, "Re- 
solved, That while we grant such letters, yet in 
the wisdom of this body such a division is not 
advisable, and we do very respectfully request 
such Churches to reconsider the matter and re- 
port at the next session." 

The churches making this request were 
not listed. However, another meeting place had to 
be selected, because the church which had been 
selected was one of those churches requesting let- 
ters to begin the new association. Based on the 
list of participating churches in 1867-1868, ap- 
parently the resolution was heeded, and the 
churches remained in the Association, at least 
until, 1875. 


1868 

The 1868 session was held with Mt. Ver- 
non Church, St. Francis County. The church was 
meeting at Evans School House. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. T. Marshall 
from Acts 16:31. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. W. H. Barksdale was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

The Trenton and New Hope churches were 
re-instated on petition. 

Eld. J. R. Graves from Memphis, preached 
at 2 PM on Saturday and 11 AM on Sunday. Also 
preaching were Elders T.S.N. King and J. M. Cox. 

Three interesting Queries were received: 
"Are Campbellite and Pedobaptists organiza- 
tions scriptural?" "After remarks by brethren, 
the decision was unanimously given in the nega- 
tive. 

"Is it in order to receive persons immersed 
by Pedobaptist and Campbellite ministers?" The 
answer to this was also given in the negative. 

"Is foot washing a church ordinance to be 
publicly observed?" "While the sentiment of the 
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Association is clearly that it is not, for want of 
time in discussing it, it was postponed until the 
next meeting." 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "that in our bounds we find only one 
Baptist Sabbath school, yet there are several 
mixed or union Sabbath schools. We regret that 
this very important institution is so much ne- 
glected by our denomination,..." 

[It may be noted that the practice of Union 
Sunday Schools was a primary factor that 
prompted J. R. Graves and James M. Pendleton to 
make their stand on the Baptist Landmarks] 

The following table lists the churches and 
pastors in 1867-1868: 


Church Pastor Bap. Mbrs. 
Helena W. D. Mayfield 5 81 
New Hope W. H. Barksdale 
Liberty W. H. Barksdale 6 26 
Salem James Wyatt 3 31 
Trenton T.S.N. King 6 22 
Mt. Zion W. H. Barksdale 5 40 
Bethel Ezekiel Holland 9 
Hopewell 2 19 
Bible Union 1 55 
Mt. Vernon  B.. F. Thomas 60 
Oak Grove 15 
Ash Grove J. M. Cox 9 45 
Liberty #2 James Wyatt 14 Zi 
Point DeLuce J. T. Marshall IU 
DeWitt J. T. Marshall 45 
Rising Sun J.T. Marshall 2 45 
New Hope # 2 J. T. Marshall 15 18 
Oak Hill B. F. Thomas 2 ral 


1869 

The 1869 meeting was held with Rising 
Sun Church. Eld. J. M. Cox preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from I Tim. 3:15. 

H. P. Slaughter was elected as Moderator 
and S. H. King was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Pleasant Grove Church, Cotton Plant in 
Woodruff Co. and Mt. Gilliad Church, Clarendon 
in Monroe Co. 

Also preaching were Elders J. K. Murphy 
and W. D. Mayfield. 

The move which eventually led to the or- 
ganization of the Grand Prairie Association was 
made when a motion was approved to "divide the 
Association into four Districts...that each Dis- 
trict have a meeting on every fifth Sabbath dur- 
ing the year, to which the churches are requested 
to send delegates, and the ministers to attend." 

The four divisions were announced and 
plans made for the First District Meeting: First 
District at DeWitt, Second District at Trenton, 
Third District at Shiloh, and Fourth District at 
Mt. Vernon. 

1870 

The 1870 meeting was held at DeWitt. The 
Introductory Message was preached by Eld. W. H. 
Robert from Lam. 2:15. 


H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and S. H. King was re-elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Pine Fork, Moro in Monroe Co., and For- 
rest Chapel, Forrest City in St. Francis Co. 

A Committee was appointed to prepare a 
history of the Association. 

Others preaching were Elders J. T. Mar- 
shall from II Thess. 3:4-5, W. M. Anderson, J. L. 
Chaney from II Thess. 2:11-12, and C. T. Scaife. 

The History prepared in 1870 reported, 
"For three years war desolated our homes, disor- 
ganized our churches, and rendered our associa- 
tional meetings unpracticable." 

For this first session after the war, nine 
churches were represented. Eight ordained min- 
isters were listed. 

The reports for both the 1865 and 1866 
sessions were listed as "very meager." Ten 
churches which had not represented for three 
years were dropped. 

The seventeen churches represented re- 
ported 110 baptisms, and a total membership of 
953. 

At the end of this minute a summary his- 
tory of the Association was given. Also, a short 
history and present condition of each church was 
given. The history and condition of the churches 
follows: 

1... Mt Vernon. Church,jinssSteliancis 
county, has been divided into two parts. First, 
Forrest City at Forrest City, on the Memphis and 
Little Rock Railroad, has recently erected a meet- 
ing house. No representation in this body as yet. 
From private sources we learn that this church is 
small. 

Second--Forrest Chapel is situated five 
miles from Forrest City; organized in 1869; neat 
house of worship; W. H. Barksdale, Pastor; 
monthly preaching; pays its Pastor $300; P. 
Dunn, Clerk; membership 44. 

2. Helena First Baptist Church, organized 
in 1851; owns a house of worship worth $3000 or 
$4000 and a musical instrument; has spent $300 
on repairing the house, about $200 for Sabbath 
School; has a large and interesting school of one 
hundred members; promises to pay its Pastor 
$1000; membership 60; has weekly prayer meet- 
ings; W. D. Mayfield, pastor; T. M. Oldham, clerk. 

3. Liberty Church, Phillips county; orga- 
nized in 1848, now worships at Marianna in a 
school house. They had a very interesting meet- 
ing in the summer, conducted by Elder J. K. 
Murphy and others, resulting in the baptism of 
ten into its membership, and the reception of six 
by letter. They hope to build soon. Not repre- 
sented this year. 

4. New Hope Church, Phillips county, or- 
ganized in 1848, twelve miles northwest of He- 
lena, has services twice a month; owns a large 
house of worship; has a good Sunday School; 
pays its pastor $500. Not represented this year. J. 
K. Murphy, pastor, C. W. Hickey, clerk. 
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5. Ash Grove Church, organized in 1853, 
on Bayou DeView, St. Francis county, sixty miles 
northwest of Helena, and twenty-five miles 
southeast of Augusta; is in a good neighborhood. 
Not represented since 1868. Total then 45. J. M. 
Cox, pastor, Cotton Plant Post-office. 

6. Bible Union Church, organized in 1853, 
is nine miles northwest of Mt. Vernon. Not repre- 
sented this year. Last report of membership 38. B. 
F. Thomas, pastor. : 

7. Salem on ’Coffee+Creek> seven miles 
west of Trenton, deplores much the disgrace 
brought upon the cause by the unchristian con- 
duct of their late pastor, James Wyatt. Have had 
but little preaching during the year, but have kept 
up a Sunday School and two weekly prayer meet- 
ings; asks the Association to pray to God to raise 
up ministers in our midst. Rejoices in a glorious 
revival meeting of ten days under the ministry of 
the pastor at Trenton, and Brethren C. T. Scaife, 
L. J. Wilks and W. H. Robert, Jr., were recently li- 
censed by the Trenton Church. Sixteen additions 
to the church, 11 by experience and baptism, and 
5 by letter. In worshipping they use a school 
house. Expect to build soon. C. T. Scaife, pastor, 
J. F. Garrett, clerk. 

8. Sterling Church organized in 1854, at 
mouth of St. Francis river; last report to this 
body in 1866. Total 47. Is now Phillips Bayou 
Church; Obenchain, pastor. 

9. Hickory Ridge, improperly called, it 
should be Bethel Church. 

10. Oak Grove, organized in 1854, thirty 
miles northwest of Helena, on Spring Creek 
road; has a meeting house; contributed during the 
year $100 and $350 on the house. Good Sunday 
School of 28 scholars. E. Holland, pastor; H. 
McCray, clerk. 

11. Liberty, Monroe county, organized in 
1853; southwest corner of Monroe county, ten 
miles west of Aberdeen; monthly preaching; re- 
ports a revival during the year; pays pastor $150. 
Baptized 7. Total 38. E. B. Dover, pastor; V. C. 
Golding, clerk. 

12. Harmony Church, organized in 1855; 
can't be found since the war. 

13. Ruhama, organized in 1855, southwest 
of Aberdeen twenty miles; not reported since the 
war; members have joined New Hope No. 2 and 
Rising Sun. 

14. Shiloh Church, Prairie county, orga- 
nized 1856, not represented this year; in 1869. 
Total 52. W. M. Roper, pastor. 

15. Cypress Valley, organized in 1857; no 
report since the war. Dissolved. 

16. Clarendon, (or Shady Grove,) orga- 
nized in 1858, has recently been much blessed 
with a meeting, and the ordination of a pastor; 
no house of worship; weekly prayer meetings. 
Pastor's salary $100. S. M. Province, pastor; J. L. 
Chaney, clerk. 

17. Linn Grove, organized in 1858, on 
Clarendon road, thirty miles west of Helena, 


twenty from Clarendon; Union Sunday School; 
worships in school house. Pays pastor $50. F. 
Holland, pastor; J. Walker, clerk. 

18. Trenton Church at Trenton, twenty 
miles west of Helena, thirty-two miles east of 
Clarendon, organized in 1859; worships in the 
school room of Trenton Baptist High School, 
which is held by Trustees appointed by the 
Church; keeps up two weekly prayer meetings, 
and the monthly concert of prayer; circulates 
twenty-five copies each of the "Home and Foreign 
Journal," "Kind Words" and "Young Reaper," and 
ten copies of the "Baptist Teacher." Has been 
blessed with a glorious revival, twenty-five addi- 
tions, twenty-two by baptism and three by letter; 
has paid on debt for house $300; for Sunday 
Schools $150; for Foreign Missions $37; for 
Domestic Missions $7.50; has raised for pastor, 
in connection with the school, $1200. Has li- 
censed three young brethren to preach, Brother 
Scaife, who preaches at Salem Church, and 
Brothers L. J. Wilks and W. H. Robert, Jr., who are 
pursuing their studies at Wm. Jewell College, 
Liberty, Mo. Membership 60. W. H. Robert, pas- 
tor; €: T. Scaife, clerk. 

20. Hopewell Church, organized in 1859, 
nine miles west of Marianna; weekly prayer 
meeting; good meeting house. Baptized 6. Total 
22. W. M. Anderson, pastor; salary $30. 

21. Big Creek, Arkansas county, orga- 
nized in 1854, seven miles west of St. Charles, on 
Big Creek, has a good house of worship; con- 
tributes to pastor $100. Baptized 12. Total 77. J. 
T. Marshall, pastor. R. H. Parker, clerk. 

22. Prairie Grove; last report 1860. It had 
then only nine members. Can't be found now. 

23. DeWitt Church, organized in 1859, has 
erected during the year a very neat and comfort- 
able house of worship, at the cost of $3000, at the 
county-site of Arkansas county, with a member- 
ship of active and intelligent brethren. It is 
bound to exercise a good influence in that portion 
of the Association. Membership 53. J. T. 
Marshall, pastor; J. F. Lyman, clerk. 

24. Mt. Zion, or Spring Creek Church, 
Phillips county, organized in 1861, twenty-five 
miles northwest of Helena; no meeting house; 
worships in a large school house; has monthly 
preaching; Sunday School of thirty-five mem- 
bers; pays pastor $300; sent to Association for 
ministerial education $10; had a pleasant re- 
vival meeting in the summer. Total membership 
38. J. K. Murphy, pastor, E. L. Black, clerk. 

25. Mt. Moriah, of Phillips county, orga- 
nized in 1861, has not been organized since the 
war. 

26. Bear Creek, received in 1865, but has 
not been represented since. 

27. Shiloh, Monroe county, organized in 
1866, on Cypress Ridge, twenty-six miles north- 
west of Trenton, seven miles south of Brinkley, 
on the Memphis and Little Rock Railroad: in a 
good neighborhood; owns a comfortable meeting- 
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house; Sunday School twenty scholars; estab- 
lished through the instrumentality of Brother 
Barry; no pastor; supplied by J.G.A. Davis. 

28. Manassas dropped in 1867. 

29. Oak Hill dropped in 1867. 

30. Mt. Hopewell never has been repre- 
sented. 

31. Rising Sun, Arkansas county, seven 
miles east of Crockett's Bluff on White River; or- 
ganized in 1866; built a house of worship in 1869. 
Total 38. J. T. Marshall, pastor. 

32. Point DeLuce, nine miles south of 
DeWitt; no house of worship; organized 1863; 
contains in membership three ministers; or- 
dained W. W. Chaney as pastor during the year; 
pays pastor $100. Total membership 14. W. P. 
DeBolt, clerk. 

33. Pleasant Grove, organized 1869; near 
Cotton Plant; not represented this year. Total 43. 
J. M. Cox, pastor. 

34. Mi. Gilliard, organized in 1869, on 
Pine Ridge, fifteen miles east of Clarendon; very 
small; preaching by J.G.A. Davis. Total 10. 

35. New Hope No. 2, Arkansas county, 
twelve miles west of DeWitt, have a meeting 
house; have prayer meeting and Sunday School 
of 44; organized in 1868; pays pastor $50. Asks 
that the brethren ordain two Deacons, as they 
cannot form a Presbytery at the church--J. C. 
Bell and D. W. White. Ten Baptisms. Total 33. J. 
T. Marshall, pastor; D. W. White, clerk. 

36. Bethel was organized in 1854, is 
twenty-four miles west of Helena. Total member- 
ship 11. E. Holland, pastor. 

Siwebine Pork... organized, in. 1369; 
Preaching by E. Holland. 

The committee appointed to prepare a 
history of the Association and its churches, 
would respectfully present the above. 

1871 

The 1871 meeting was held with Trenton 
Church in Phillips Co. The Introductory Message 
was preached by J. T. Marshall from Matt. 27:42. 

H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and S. H. King was re-elected as Clerk. 

Churches received by petitionary letter: 

Bayou Meto, DeWitt, J. T. Marshall, pas- 
tor, 12 members; Hickory Ridge, Trenton, 9 
members 

An appeal was made for funds to rebuild 
the building of the Helena Church, "which was 
entirely destroyed by wind last spring." 

The following resolution was presented, 

"RESOLVED, That this Association now 
assembled in this time of religious controversy, 
do reaffirm its views on the subject of Baptism 
and communion as follows: 

lst. We believe that in order to Gospel 
Baptism, it is necessary that not only that there 
be a correct action, but a Gospel subject--a prop- 
erly authorized administration, and a correct 
motive in the same. 


2nd. We regard the Lord's Supper as a 
church ordinance and believe that it should be 
confined strictly to the fellowship of the church. 
That there should be as many communion tables 
as there are churches in our land; that one mem- 
ber commune with another, not of right but cour- 
tesy. 

The following query was introduced by 
thesclerk:; 

"Do the Baptists of the Mt. Vernon Asso- 
ciation condemn dancing by the members of its 
churches, and should they expel members who 
persist in engaging in the same." 

The following answer to query was intro- 
duced by Bro. Mayfield: 

"The church should kindly labor with 
such members and endeavor to reclaim them; in 
the event they will not desist, they should be ex- 
cluded from the church." The answer was unani- 
mously adopted. 


1872 

The 1872 meeting was held with Mt. 
Gilliard Baptist Church in Monroe Co. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. K. 
Murphy. 

H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and S. H. King was re-elected as Clerk. 

The Cypress Valley Church presented a 
petitionary letter. This church, pastored by Eld. 
J. K. Murphy, was located near LaGrange, and re- 
ported 30 members. 

Eld. C. T. Scaife also preached at this ses- 
sion. 

At this meeting the "Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Sunday School Convention" was organized "to 
meet annually with the Mt. Vernon Association." 
At this session, the meeting was held on Sunday 
morning. The minutes were published. Future 
meetings were to be held on Friday, prior to the 
regular meeting. However, it appears the meeting 
was usually held on Sunday morning, prior to 
the Missionary Sermon at 11 AM. 


Eld. T.S.N. King 

Eld. Thomas S.N. King was born in Iredell 
Co., NC, Oct. 26, 1804. He came to Madison Co., 
GA in 1821. He made a profession of faith in 
1824, was baptized by Eld. Adeil Sherwood, July 
19, 1830, and united with the Indian Creek 
Baptist Church, Morgan Co., GA. 

He left GA in Dec., 1833 and moved first to 
Rankin Co., and then Warren Co, MS. In Jan- 
uary, 1846 he came to Phillips Co, "where his 
days were spent in building up the cause of the 
dear Redeemer and warning sinners to flee from 
the wrath to come." 

Eld. King was licensed to preach by the 
Mt. Prospect Church, Rankin Co., MS, on July 17, 
1836, and was ordained at Brandon, MS on Jan. 
6, 1839 by Elders Newell Roberson and L. B. 
Holloway acting as a Presbytery. 

Eld. King aided in the constitution of the 
Mt. Vernon Association, and at least three 
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churches within the Association. W. H. Robert 
stated, "Helena, New Hope, Blackfoot and Tren- 
ton Churches all remember his labors as pastor, 
and hundreds who sat under his ministry re- 
member him with feelings of pleasure. 

"Always at his place in the Association 
unless providentially hindered, he served either 
as Moderator or Clerk at every session he at- 
tended until the war. 

"Returning to our midst in 1868, he was 
again in our councils, preaching the word and di- 
recting our course by his wisdom and experi- 
ence:” 

This biographical sketch was written by 
Eld. W. H. Robert and appeared in the 1869 
minute. The date of death was not given. 

1873 

The 1873 meeting was held with the 
church at Forrest City. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. L. K. Obenchain from John 
7:46. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. J. K. Murphy was elected as 
Clerk and Corresponding Secretary. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Hope # 3, and North Alligator Bayou at 
Askew. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. J. K. Murphy from Luke 24:46-47. Others 
preaching were Elders W. H. Roberts, on the du- 
ties of parents to children, from Psalm 127:3; W. 
H. Paslay, from Song of Solomon 6:10, and C. T. 
Scaife. 

1874 

The 1874 meeting was held with Big Creek 
Church, 4 miles west of St. Charles, on the White 
River, in Arkansas Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. W. H. Paslay from Mark 9:5. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator, and Eld. J. K. Murphy was re-elected 
as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from Mt. 
Zion Church at DeWitt, 8 members; St. Charles at 
St. Charles, 18 members; and Bethlehem Church 
at Clarendon, 18 members. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. C. T. Scaife from II Cor. 9:7-8. Others preach- 
ing were Elders L. K. Obenchain from Psalm 
84:11, W. F. Kone from I Pet. 1:13 and John 18:37, 
and J. K. Murphy from Heb. 12:2. 

Churches with Sunday Schools were: New 
Hope # 2, Liberty # 2, Helena, Salem, Cypress 
Valley, Lime Grove, Ash Grove, Forrest Chapel, 
Forrest City, Bible Union, Pleasant Grove, 
Manassa, and Bethlehem. 

Eld. W. W. Chaney was chosen as mis- 
sionary for the ensuing associational year. 

A resolution was passed withdrawing fel- 
lowship from New Hope # 3 on the charge "has 
endorsed alien immersion by her practice." 

Eld. J. K. Murphy, as missionary reported 
helping organize two Sunday Schools, and also 


assisted the Walnut Bend Church in "securing the 
services of a good brother." 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was pastor of Spring 
Creek, Oak Grove at Moro, Ash Grove at Cotton 
Plant, and Manassas at Wheatly. 

1875 

The 1875 meeting was held with Oak 
Grove Church, near Moro, on the Spring Creek 
Road, in Lee Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by B. F. Thomas from Heb. 2:3. 

The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected 

Petitionary Letters were received from 
Zion Church at Forrest City, with 13 members, 
and the Brinkley Church at Brinkley. Also, the 
New Hope # 3 Church at Indian Bay acknowl- 
edged the error and "gave assurance that it would 
not be guilty of the like [alien immersion] again." 

Others preaching were Elders M. Green, a 
corresponding messenger from the Caroline As- 
sociation, from Rom. 4:11; L. K. Obenchain, the 
Missionary Sermon, from Mark 16:15, P. A. 
Haman on Ministerial Consecration from I Tim. 
4:16, A, M, Russell, J. L. Wilson from Psalm 
37:23-24, and J. K. Murphy from Acts 26:29. 

The clerk reported, "The congregations, 
during the day, were large and attentive; deep 
feeling and solemnity were manifested. The peo- 
ple of God were revived, and sinners made to cry 
out, ‘what must we do to be saved?' To God be the 
glory." 

The following resolution was passed: 
"That we, the Mt. Vernon Association, having ev- 
ery confidence in the Editor, our Bro.-J. R. 
Graves, of the Baptist, published at Memphis, 
Tenn., and would fully endorse him and his pa- 
per as true exponents of Bible doctrine and teach- 
ings. 

Eld. W. H. Paslay and Bro. H. P. Slaughter 
were appointed as messengers to the State Con- 
vention at Searcy. 

The query from Salem Church, "Was 
John's baptism Christian baptism?" was an- 
swered unanimously in the affirmative. 


1876 

The 1876 meeting was held with Ash 
Grove Church, near Cotton Plant, Monroe Co.The 
Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. A. M. 
Russell from Gal. 5:1. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator, and Eld. A. M. Russell was elected as 
Clerk. Bro. Slaughter was from the Spring Creek 
Church. 

Others preaching were Elders B. F. 
Thomas from John 12:32, W. H. Paslay, the Mis- 
sionary Sermon from John 5:8, J. H. Bates from 
Heb. 2:3, and A. M. Russell from Mark 16:16. 

A school, first known as Forrest City 
Baptist College, but later actually served as a 
high school, had been started. At this session, V. 
B. Izard, president of the trustees, reported the 
school was in the process of erecting a building 
which would cost about $7,000. He reported the 
school had 40 students. A board of eleven was ap- 
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pointed, and in addition, the chairman was au- 
thorized to appoint one member from each 
church. 

Since this was the first meeting after the 
Grand Prairie Association was organized, the 
districts of the Association were re-named. The 
2nd. District was to be known as District 1, The 
3rd District was to be known as District 2, and 
the 4th District was to be known as District 3. 
This would indicate that the churches formerly 
comprising District 1, were now part of the new 
Grand Prairie Association. 

1877 

The 1877 meeting was held with Forrest 
Chapel Church in St. Francis Co. Eld. W. H. 
Paslay preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Matt. 16:18. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Oakland Church, Phillips Bayou 

Bro. H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. L. K. Obenchain was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Also preaching at this session were Elders 
L. K. Obenchain from John 12:26, McAdams, B. F. 
Thomas from Matt. 16:26, J. H. Bailes from Gal. 
5:1, J. W. Graham from I Sam. 6:2, and B. F. 
Bartles. 

It was reported the following churches 
were without regular preaching or pastoral labor: 
Oak Hill, Bible Union, Hopewell, Helena, 
Marianna, Trenton, Blackfoor, and New Hope. 
Then the following observation was made, "A 
large number of our ministers (12) have been 
taken from us by death or removal, and others 
have felt called, by the necessities of their fami- 
lies, to engage in secular pursuits.” 

It was reported the Forrest City Baptist 
High School was "under the management of Eld. 
J. Shackleford, and in a flourishing condition, 
having from 90 to 100 students in attendance." 

The Association agreed to open corre- 
spondence with the Big Hatchie Assoc. in TN. 

1878 

The 1878 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, Phillips Co., 6 miles SW of Marvel and 7 
miles W of Trenton. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. L. K. Obenchain from Luke 
24:47. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. L. K. Obenchain was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Also preaching were Elders B. F. Bartles 
from I Cor. 15:58, B. F. Thomas from John 12:32, 
and Jos Shackleford from Phil. 2:16. 

The education report stated, "Unfortu- 
nately, there is great danger that this building 
will be lost to us as Baptists if we do not make an 
earnest effort to relieve it from debt." 

1879 

The 1879 session was held with Oak Grove 
Church in Lee Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. W. H. Paslay from II Tim. 3:15. 


Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. L. K. Obenchain was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from the 
Pine Grove, Trenton, Lone Chapel, and Marvel 
churches. 

Also preaching were Elders M. K. McCarty 
from John 3:7, J. B. Chevis from Rom. 2:33, L. K. 
Obenchain from Rom. 8:11, and B. F. Thomas 
from Matt. 16:24. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "We urge upon you, Baptist churches, to 
organize and keep a Sunday school in connection 
with every church. Have Baptist Sunday school 
books, and teach your children what the New 
Testament teaches." 

The following queries were received: 

From Indian Bay, "It is acceptable to 
Baptist usage to receive members with letters 
from United Baptist Churches?" Answer: It is 

From Bethel, "Should we receive members 
of the Free Will Baptist Church upon the author- 
ity of letters from their Church?" Answer: We 
should not 

From Bethel and Zion, "Can Baptists in- 
vite preachers of other denominations to preach 
for them without compromising the teachings of 
the Gospel?" Answer: They cannot 

"Can Baptists hold union meetings with 
other religious denominations without compro- 
mising their principles?" Answer: They cannot 

From Bethel, "Is it right for Baptist 
Churches to practice foot washing?" Answer, 
"Resolved, that it be expressed as the sense of this 
body, that the custom of foot washing is not an 
ordinance of the church and should not therefore 
be encouraged as such." 

1880 

The 1880 session was held with Forrest 
Chapel Baptist Church. In the absence of the 
preacher scheduled to preach the Introductory 
Sermon, a one-hour devotional exercise was led 
by Eld. G. A. Grammar. 

Bro. H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. G. A. Grammar was elected as 
Clerk. 

Two corresponding messengers were pre- 
sent from the Big Hatchie Assoc. in TN. 

Those preaching at this session included 
Elders R. A. Venable from John 7:17 and again 
from I Cor. 13:13, W. H. Paslay at 11 AM on Sun- 
day from Mark 16:15-16, and G. A. Grammer 
from Isa. 28:17. 


1881 

The 1881 session was held with Spring 
Creek Church in Lee County. Eld. W. H. Paslay 
preached the Introductory Message from Gen. 
49:24-26. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. G. A. Grammar was re-elected 
as Clerk. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders T. J. Hunt from Matt. 5:13, B. F. Thomas 
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from Heb. 2:3, G. W. Reeves on Sunday at 11 AM 
from Acts 13:31. 

It was reported two churches had full- 
time preaching. These were the Helena Church, 
with G. W. Reeves as pastor, 100 members with 50 
in Sunday School; the Forrest City Church, G. A. 
Grammar as pastor, 85 members with 100 in 
Sunday School. All other churches were quarter- 
time. 

1882 

The 1882 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, Phillips Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. G. A. Grammar from Gal. 
G2 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. G. A. Grammar was re-elected 
as Clerk. 

A Refuge Church, Saulsburg P.O., was re- 
ceived by petitionary letter. The Marianna 
Church, through J. P. Farrar, was re-admitted 
into the Association. 

Also preaching was Eld. J. J. Huckaby 
from John 3:14-15. 

The report on Sunday Schools stated, 
"Nine churches of the twenty-one composing this 
Association have Sabbath-Schools,... making an 
increase of five schools. 

"We would further recommend as supplies 
for said schools, Kind Words, a Sabbath-School 
paper containing International lessons, pub- 
lished by Eld. S. Boykin at Macon, Ga., under the 
auspices of the Southern Baptist Convention...." 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was held 
on Sunday, followed by the Missionary Sermon 
by Eld. W. H. Paslay from John 4:34. 

The following resolution was passed, 
"That this Association hereby invites Eld. J. R. 
Graves to deliver his lectures at the next meeting 
of this body." 

1883 

The 1883 meeting was held with Ash 
Grove Church, Monroe Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. G. A. Grammar 
from Gal. 6:1-4. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. G. A. Grammar was re-elected 
as Clerk and Corresponding Secretary. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Barton Church, 53 members, at Barton, Phillips 
Co.; Brinkley Church, 22 members, Lee Co.; 
Bethel Church, 20 members, at Wheatley, St. 
Francis Co; Pleasant Grove, 22 members, Cotton 
Plant in Woodruff Co. 

According to the resolution passed at the 
last session, Eld. J. R. Graves was present and 
brought the first lecture at 7 PM on Friday. He 
also spoke at 11 AM and 7 PM on Saturday and 


Sunday.? 

"Resolved that the Association tender 
Bro. J. R. Graves the sum of fifty dollars and ex- 
penses from Memphis and return as a compensa- 


tion for valuable services rendered by the deliv- 
ery of his lectures before this body." 

Eld. W. A. Clark presented himself as 
Evangelist of the Arkansas State Convention 
was was invited to participate in our delibera- 
tions. He later addressed the body in behalf of the 
State Mission work. 

1884 

The 1884 session was held with Rehoboth 
Church in Phillips Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. W. H. Paslay from Matt. 
16:18. 

Deacon H. P. Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and Eld. G. A. Grammar was re-elected 
as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Mt. Gilead, Dunn; New Hope, Clarendon, 
Monroe Co.; New Hope, LaGrange, Lee Co. The 
Oak Hill Church asked to be re-admitted. 

Dr. W. A. Clark, Financial Secretary of 
the Arkansas Baptist Conference, was invited to 
a seat. 

Others preaching included Elders J. L. 
Wilson from Gal. 5:1, W. A. Clark from Acts 16:5, 
J. D. Jameson from I John 3:2, and G. A. Gram- 
mar from Matt. 10:8. 

Bethel, Hopewell and Bible Union 
Churches were dropped from the list of churches 
because they had not sent messengers for three 
years. 

A rather lengthy and detailed statement 
was made on Scriptural Divorce by a committee 
chaired by Eld. W. H. Paslay. After preliminary 
statements and scriptures, the report stated: 

"Therefore, when separation takes place 
between man and wife save for this cause and ei- 
ther party marry again, they are guilty of the 
crime of fornication, and if a member of the 
church should be immediately expelled from the 
membership of the same, and if the party guilty 
of that crime be a minister of the gospel, he 
should forever leave his sacred office and hide 
himself in obscurity. 

"Resolved, That if any church belonging 
to this Association should retain in her fellow- 
ship any member guilty of like sin, the fact com- 
ing to the knowledge of this Association will 
immediately withdraw our fellowship from said 
church and refuse all communion with such un- 
til satisfied she has (sic.) with such offenders as 
the Bible directs." 

The following statement was made con- 
cerning the service of the retiring moderator: 

"Deacon H. P..Slaughter served the As- 
sociation as Moderator for nearly twenty years, 
and has made us an efficient officer and by his 
fidelity to the cause, punctual attendance upon 
the sessions of the body, impartial decisions and 
uniform Christian conduct endeared himself to 
the membership of this Association,..." 

The 1885 Minute reported that Bro. 
Slaughter had died July 11, 1885. He was born in 
Jasper Co., GA, March 19, 1810, and moved to 
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Arkansas in 1859. He had been a deacon about 40 
years and Moderator of the Association about 20 
years. 


1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Poplar 
Grove Church, Sr. Francis Co.The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. L. K. Obenchain. 

S. H. King was elected as Moderator and 
Eld. B. N. Hultsman was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Mars Hill, St. Francis Co., Palestine PO; 
Prairie, St. Francis Co., Goodwin PO; Cypress, 
Phillips Co., Turner PO; Shiloh, St. Francis Co., 
Colts Station PO; Poplar Grove, St. Francis Co., 
Mill Brook PO; Hopewell, Lee Co., Clifton PO. 

Others preaching included Elders R. G. 
Hewlett, a visitor from Oxford, MS from Eph 
6:11, J. L. Wilson, Clarendon, from Matt. 16:24; 
G. W. Reeves, financial agent for the State Con- 
vention from John 12:26. 

On Sunday sermons were preached by 
Elders W. H. Paslay, Wheatley, from Rom. 1:16, 
M. D. Early from Psalm 133:1, and B. N. Hults- 
man, Brinkley, from Jer. 31:31. 

Other pastors listed were: 

i Ay *Grommar,) Forrest. Cityshiba Ff: 
Thomas, Forrest City; P. C. Crow, Brinkley; M. A. 
Thompson, Brinkley; L. K. Obenchain, Marvel; 
M. K. McCarty, Moro; T. E. Night, Clarendon. 

The report on Sunday Schools stated, "We 
have only thirteen Sabbath schools in the 
Association; average attendance, 540. There 
seems to be a disposition among our older broth- 
ers and sisters to think the Sabbath school is in- 
tended for the children only; therefore many of 
them manifest but little or no interest in 
Sabbath school work, not even to require their 
children to attend. 

The Executive Board elected Bro. J. H. 
Fitzgerald as missionary for the southern part of 
the Association, and Bro. W. H. Paslay for the 
northern part, employing them for two months 
as a salary of $50.00 per month each. 

Eld. Fitzgerald reported working six 
weeks, with 37 professions and 23 baptisms. Eld. 
Paslay could only work two weeks. He reported 
12 professions and 7 baptisms. 

The 1885 Minute also included a short 
sketch on Eld. W. J. Scaife. He was born in Union 
District, SC, Aug. 3, 1829. He became a resident of 
Phillips Co. in 1870, and was a member of Salem 
Church until his death, Sep. 3, 1885. The reported 
stated, "Bro. Scaife was truly one of the best men 
we ever knew." 

1886 

The 1886 meeting was held with Brinkley 
Church, Monroe Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. W. H. Paslay from Rom. 
10:12. 

S. H. King was re-elected as Moderator 
and Eld. G. A. Grammar was elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders L. K. 
Obenchain, from Rom. 12:1, R. G. Hewlett from 


Phils li2dceRewAcshee: from Corrs: 9 Sanday 
Early from Psalm 84:11. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Prairie, Cypress, Lone Chapel, and Oakland in 
Phillips Co. 


On Sunday, Eld. James P. Eagle, 10 presi- 
dent of the State Convention and messenger from 
the Caroline Association, accepted a seat with 
the body. That night he preached from Eph. 5:16. 
At 11 AM, Eld. G. A. Grammar preached from 
Acts 28:22. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Grand Prairie, Caroline, and Mt. Zion As- 
sociations, and also the State Convention. 

An obituary was included for Eld. J. H. 
Fitzgerald, who died at the age of 27. He had been 
missionary within the Association for portions 
of the past three years. 

He was born in Gibson Co., near Trenton, 
TN. He had attended Southwestern Baptist Uni- 
versity at Jackson, TN. He died at Brinkley, 
where he was pastor, Sep., 1886, and his remains 
were carried to Tennessee for interment. 

1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Mari- 
anna Church, Lee Co.The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. G. A. Grammar from John 
iby ki 

S. H. King was re-elected as Moderator 
and Eld. L. K. Obenchain was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Prairie Grove at Howell, with 30 members, and 
Hebron at Wheatley, with 47 members. The Bible 
Union Church was restored to fellowship. 

Petitionary letters were also received 
from Pilgrim Rest and Level Valley churches at 
Marvell. A committee was appointed to investi- 
gate the petition of these churches. The commit- 
tee reported: 

"While we regard the manner of their or- 
ganization irregular, and contrary to the general 
usage of the Baptist denomination, and highly 
inexpedient, and would most earnestly discour- 
age a repetition of similar proceedings, yet, in 
view of all the facts in the case, would recom- 
mend the reception of the above churches in the 
association." 

Others preaching included Elders R. G. 
Hewlett from II Tim. 4:2, W. H. Paslay from Rom. 
7:24 and W. A. Forbes. 

The Sabbath School Committee reported 
that 12 out of 32 churches reported Sabbath 
Schools. 

1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Salem 
Baptist Church, Phillips Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. R. G. Hewlett from I 
John 5:19. 

Eld. R. G. Hewlett was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. L. K. Obenchain was elected as Clerk. 
Eld. Hewlett was from Colt and Eld. Obenchain 
was from Haynes. 
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Petitionary letters were received from 
Haynes, Pleasant Valley, and Friendship 
churches. 

Eld. M. D. Early, Corresponding Secretary 
of the State Convention, was seated as a visitor. 

Others preaching included Elders S. D. 
Johns from James 1:17, L. K. Obenchain from II 
Tim. 3:16, J.J .aylor from. Cor. 2:16,,Vieb- 
Early on "Signs of the Times," G. C. Goodwin 
from II Pet. 3:18, and W. H. Paslay. : 

Messengers were appointed to the South- 
ern Baptist Convention. 

The Committee on Home Missions re- 
ported, "The Home Mission Board of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention during the years past, 
has done a great work among our people in the 
south." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported that 22 of the 37 churches reported Sun- 
day schools, with an average attendance of 628. 

The following queries were received and 
answered: 

Query: "Is not the term ‘missionary’ a 
misnomer when applied to an individual or 
church that does nothing nor gives anything to 
propogate the Christian religion?" Answer, "Yes." 

"Is there in existence such a body as 'the 
Baptist Church of Arkansas’, or 'the United 
States?" Answer, "No." 

"What ought to be done with a church 
member who is able to pay for the support of the 
Gospel at home, and also send it to the nations of 
the earth, who, after he has been taught his duty, 
will absolutely refuse to do his duty in this 
grace?" 

Answer, "He should be excluded from the 
church for refusing to obey the teachings of the 
Word of God." 

The Ash Grove Church baptized 13 and 
Friendship baptized 26. Forrest City reported 94 
members, Oak Hill 80 members, Philadelphia 78 
members, and Helena 72 members. 


1889 

The 1889 session was held with Forrest 
City Church, St. Francis Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. W. H. Paslay from 
Psalm 33:11. 

The Moderator was S. H. King and the 
Clerk was Eld. L. K. Obenchain. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Caldwell Chapel and Colt Station. 

Others preaching included Eld. Minton, 
from Mark 1:20; from Jonesboro representing 
the Mt. Zion Assoc., and H. W. Rockett from MS. 

1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with Good 
Hope Church, Woodruff Co. Eld. L. K. Obenchain 
preached the Introductory Sermon from I Cor. 
16:22; 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. L. K. Obenchain was elected as 
Clerk. 


Petitionary letters were received from 
Cotton Plant and Rama chruches. 

Visitors included Eld. T. Hudson, a corre- 
sponding messenger from the Velvet Ridge As- 
soc., Eld. C. E. Smith, missionary from Africa, 
and Dr. W. A. Clark, editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist. Eld. Smith was allowed to speak on 
African Missions on Sunday. 

Others preaching included Elders J. S. 
Edwards from Acts 16:20, W. H. Barnes, T. Hud- 
son on "The Commission," W. A. Clark preached 
at 11 AM on Sunday, W. H. Paslay from Eph. 1:13, 
R. G. Hewlett and C. E. Smith. 

1891 

The 1891 meeting was held with Haynes 
Church, Lee County.The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. H. Cason. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Shiloh Church. 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. J. H. Cason was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Dr. J. B. Searcy, agent 
for Ouachita College and agent for Foreign Mis- 
sions, and Dr. W. A. Clark, editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist. 

Delegates were appointed to the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Others preaching included Elders J. B. 
Searcy, W. A. Clark, F. G. Bozeman, L. C. Wilson 
and G. C. Taylor. 

The report on TOBACCO was discussed 
and rejected by a majority of the Association. 


1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with the He- 
lena Church. The Introductory Message was 
preached by Eld. J. H. Cason from Matt. 28:19. 

Others preaching included Elders H. J. 
Smith from Ex. 14:15 , W. P. Holdford from II 
Cor. 5:17, H. J. Smith from Ex. 14:15, and W. A. 
Clark from Acts 1:1. 

S. H. King (Rehoboth Church) was elected 
as Moderator and Eld. J. H. Cason (Forrest City) 
was elected as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Howell Church. 

Visitors seated included Dr. W. A. Clark, 
editor of the Arkansas Baptist, and Eld. C. M. 
Williams of Central Baptist College. 

The following resolution was presented 
by Eld. W. H. Paslay: 

"It is the sense of this Association, that 
when there are not enough brothers present to 
fill the quota of any church, sisters from such 
church are entitled to be recognized as messen- 
gers." 

Elders: Ww Av Clark/\W. HaPaslay, Hed: 
Smith and others favored the resolution. M. K. 
Thornton, J. H. Cason, and others opposed. The 
resolution was adopted. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the State Convention and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 
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On Sunday, a Sabbath School Mass meet- 
ing was followed by preaching by Elders W. H. 
Paslay, J. H. Cason, and H. J. Smith. At 3 PMa 
Centennial Mass Meeting was held. Eld. H. J. 
Smith spoke on the "Origin of Modern Missions," 
W. H. Paslay on "The Reflex Influence on 
Missions," J. H. Cason on "The Cuban Missions," 
and C. M. Williams on "The Progress and Extent 
of Missions." 

The State Mission Report stated, "Our 
State Board for the last few years has made 
strenuous efforts to supply the destitute parts of 
our State with a pure Gospel. They have done 
nobly, and we are now reaping the rewards of 
their labors... 

"And if the Board had the hearty co-oper- 
ation of all the Associations, we would soon have 
Baptist preachers in every available place in the 
State." W. H. Paslay's name was the first listed. 


1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Ash 
Grove Church, which was located 5 miles south of 
Cotton Plant. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. H. J. Smith from I Cor. 9:16. 

Deacon S. H. King was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and J. B. Perminter was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Dr. W. A. Clark, editor 
of the Arkansas Baptist, J. W. Conger, president 
of Ouachita College, and David May, correspond- 
ing messenger representing the White River 
Valley Association. 

The State Mission report read, "While we 
are discussing plans and methods, sinners are 
perishing for want of the bread of life. 

"Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to 
heartily co-operate with the convention board, 
in a wise and judicious method to develop our 
strength and increase our growth..." 

This report would seem to indicate that 
differences of opinion were beginning to be ex- 
pressed regarding mission methods. 

On Sunday at 11 AM, Eld. H. R. Moran 
preached. 

The Publications Committee reported, 
"We recommend the Convention series of Sunday 
School Lesson Helps, published in Nashville, TN, 
for use in our Sunday schools, judging them to be 
sound in doctrine based on Bible truth." 

The Foreign Mission report stated, "The 
Foreign Mission Board located at Richmond, VA, 
has employed many consecrated men and 
women... 

"We recommend that each church in the 
Association take a collection for the work ... and 
forward the same to the treasurer of the Foreign 
Board. We recommend that our church members 
take and read the Foreign Mission Journal, pub- 
lished at Richmond, VA, that they may know 
what amount of work is being done by the board." 

1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Mari- 

anna Church, Lee County.The Introductory 


Sermon was preached by Eld. W. A. Gibony from 
Helena. 

S. H. King was elected as Moderator and 
Lon Slaughter was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Prospect at Wynn, Raymond at Raymond, 
and Christian Valley at Clifton. The Marvel 
Church was restored to membership. 

Others preaching included Elders J. A. 
Smith from Gen. 1:3, R. C. Medaris from Mal. 3:8, 
and W. S. Wilburn from Matt. 7:13-14. 

Visitors included Eld. R. C. Medaris, State 
Sunday School Evangelist; W. A. Clark, editor of 
the Arkansas Baptist, and W. S. Wilburn, Dexter, 
MO. 

The Associational Mission report stated, 
"There have been three new churches organized 
within our bounds and several weak churches 
greatly revived with large accessions..." 


1895 

The 1895 Associational meeting was held 
with Rehobeth Baptist Church, Phillips Co. The 
Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. W. B. 
Peeples from Matt. 10. 

Deacon S. H. King was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and Lon Slaughter was re-elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Moon Lake Church at Goodwin, Parke's Grove 
Church at Clarendon, Palestine Church at 
Palestine, Vincent Church at Vincent, and 
Clarendon Church at Clarendon. Mt. Gilead 
Church at Blockton asked for readmission into 
the Association. 

Others preaching included Elders H. C. 
Rosamond from John 15:12, W. A. Clark from 
Eph. 4:14, W. H. Paslay from I Tim. 4:16, and J. A. 
Smith from John 14:23. 


1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Brinkley 
Church, Monroe Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. B. Wise from John 4:37. 

The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Prairie Grove, Monroe, and Mt. Olive churches. 

Others preaching included Eld. J. H. Peay 
who preached from Matt. 3:1 and 12:3, "Who are 
Missionary Baptists? What do they believe and 
where do they come from?" Giles C. Taylor from 
Eph. 1:3, and F. G. Bozeman, Forrest City, from 
Dan. 4:1-3, J. A. Smith from Pro. 18:24, and W. H. 
Paslay from Matt. 28:18-19. 

The State Mission report stated, "There 
have been only thirty-five dollars (later amended 
to $38.80) reported for this work to this associa- 
tion.” 

J. H. Peay presented a resolution dealing 
with the Whitsitt controversy: 

"Whereas, It is a known fact that Profes- 
sor W. H. Whitsitt, President of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary of Louisville, 
Kentucky, and teacher of church history in said 
institution, has published in the New York In- 
dependent, a free-lance religious paper, and in 
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Johnson's Cyclopedia, a pedo-baptist work, 
statements contrary to Baptist belief, destructive 
to Baptist faith and subversive to plain histori- 
cal facts, and upon other occasions making utter- 
ances equally repugnant to Baptist doctrine and 
polity, to-witt: 

1. That Baptists from 1599 to 1641, in 
England, practiced sprinkling and pouring for 
baptism, 

2. That it is right for a Baptist wife to join 
a pedo-baptist church to be with her husband, 

3. That he believes in the branch theory of 
the church, and so teaches, 

4. That such teaching will be continued in 
the Seminary so long as he teaches in it. 
Therefore be it 

"Resolved, By Mt. Vernon Association, 
now in assembly, that while we love the Semi- 
nary, we deplore and repudiate, as Baptists, such 
teaching, and that it is the judgement of this body 
that no more young ministers should be encour- 
aged to attend said Seminary, and that not a dol- 
lar be contributed to its support until said 
Professor Whitsitt retract such statements or re- 
sign his entire connection with said institution." 

The resolution was adopted by a rising 
vote, unanimous 

The committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "Only 50 percent of the churches main- 
tain a Sunday School. We therefore recommend 
that our churches bestir themselves in this mat- 
ter, and we urge upon our pastors to take this 
work in hand at once and see to it that this im- 
portant department of our churches is more 
earnestly prosecuted." 

"Resolved, That it is the sense of Mt. Ver- 
non Association that a theological chair should 
be established at Ouachita Baptist College, and 
that an endowment be made as soon as practica- 
ble to maintain such chair." This same senti- 
ment was repeated in 1897. 

1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, Phillips Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. A. Smith from Jude 3. 

It should be noted that seven female mes- 
sengers were seated. 

S. H. King was re-elected as Moderator 
and Lon Slaughter was re-elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included J. W. Conger, president 
of Ouachita College; J. G. Doyle, State Sunday 
school Evangelist, and W. A. Clark, editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist. 

Dr. W. A. Clark preached a "strong ser- 
mon" from Acts 1:1. J. G. Doyle was given an op- 
portunity to tell of his work and its needs 
throughout the state. He also preached a "strong 
Baptist sermon" from Matt. 3, "John, the Bap- 
ist,’ 

The State Mission Committee reported, 
"Your committee are rejoiced to say that our 
State Mission work has gone on well during this 
past year... But we are sorry to have to say that 


our board has not had the means to do one-half 
the work that they have been asked to do." 

Dr. W. A. Clark offered a resolution deal- 
ing with the Whitsitt affair. A committee of three 
was appointed: W. H. Paslay, J. A. Smith, and M. 
J. Manning. 

The resolution read: 

"Resolved, That we cannot as an associa- 
tion endorse or aid the Seminary so long as Dr. 
Whitsitt shall remain as president of said Sem- 
inary, or so long as his position is allowed to re- 
main unchallenged by the proper persons in con- 
trol of it. In the interest of harmony and with 
kindest regard to him we candidly believe it to be 
best for the cause of Christ and the Baptists, for 
Dr. Whitsitt to sever his connection with the 
Seminary, and we therefore request his resigna- 
tion... 

"Resolved further, That our messengers to 
the State Convention be requested to favor the 
adoption of a resolution embodying the wishes of 
this association as herein expressed." 

Eld. W. H. Paslay preached "an excellent 
and strong sermon from the last verse of Acts 27, 
on the subject of 'Predestination'." G. C. Taylor, 
agent for Central Baptist Female College, 
preached from I Cor. 15:19. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, 'That we find only about 40 per cent of the 
churches in our association maintain Sunday- 
schools. We know not the cause of this great and 
distressing Sunday-school destitution, unless it 
be general apathy on the part of our brethren for 
this great work,..." 


1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Poplar 
Grove Church, St. Francis Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. H. C. Rosamond 
from Gal. 6:2. 

S. H. King was re-elected as Moderator 
and Lon Slaughter was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Hope, No. 2, Crittendon Co., and Pilgrims 
Rest, St. Francis Co. 

Also preaching were Elders W. J. Robin- 
son from II Cor. 9:8, W. A. Clark from I Sam. 
17:29, "Israel, the Power of God," L. E. Finney 
(Colt) from Ecc. 7:29; J. B. Wise (Marianna) from I 
John 3:2, G. C. Taylor from Luke 14:23, and J. H. 
David. 

T. M. Oldham offered the following reso- 
lution: 

"That we heartily endorse the action of 
the General Association of Kentucky in demand- 
ing the resignation or removal of W. H. Whitsitt; 
and now that he has tendered his resignation, 

"That we urge its early acceptance by the 
trustees, 

"That we will pledge our hearty sympathy 
and support to the Seminary as soon as Whitsitt's 
resignation is accepted and a sound Baptist is 
made president of the institution." 
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The Committee on the Orphans Home 
noted that three years ago Miss Hannah Hyatt 
conceived the idea of becoming a burden bearer... 
For this purpose she gave us her real estate, upon 
which to build a home, to be under the control of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 

"We now have an elegant brick building, 
with six large rooms, occupied by eighteen chil- 
dren, in that home, looking to us for their sup- 
port and education. 

"Let us give the home our prayers and our 
financial support. We recommend that a report 
on the Orphans’ Home be made a part of our regu- 
lar program." 

The State Mission report stated, "The year 
that is closing has been one of the grandest in our 
history as a people. Harmony prevails through- 
out the State on the question of missions. Under 
the present system more has been accomplished 
than in former years." 


1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with Mari- 
anna Baptist Church, Lee Co.The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. S. L. Holloway, who 
preached a "strong sermon from Luke 9:31." 

Deacon S. H. King, Popular Grove, was re- 
elected as Moderator and Lon Slaughter, Mari- 
anna, was re-elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Dr. W. A. Clark, repre- 
senting the Arkansas Baptist, and W. B. Peebles, 
agent of Central Baptist Female College, Conway. 

The Enon Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. 

Others preaching included Elders A. N. 
Couch from Matt. 28:6-7, J. A. Smith from Acts 
1:8, S. L. Pine, Haynes, from Amos 3:3, "Fhe Or- 
dinances," and H. C. Rosamond, Helena, from 
Pro. 3:9-10. 

The State Mission report stated, "One 
great thing accomplished has been the absence of 
personal controversy and bitterness, and a more 
harmonious relationship of the different 
Associations to the general State work, and a 
greater enthusiasm all over the field to push for- 
ward and enlarge the sphere of our mission 
work." 

1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with Helena 
Church, Phillips Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. A. A. Andrus, Palestine, 
from Pro. 9:1, "The Seven Distinctive Pillars of a 
Baptist Church." 

Deacon S. H. King was re-elected as Mod- 
erator, but Deacon Lon Slaughter was elected as 
Assistant Moderator "on account of the feeble 
health of our Bro. S. H. King." L. P. Anderson was 
elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Dr. A. J. Barton, Secre- 
tary of State Missions; Dr. W. A. Clark, editor of 
the Arkansas Baptist, and W. W. Gardner, repre- 
senting the Orphans’ Home at Monticello. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Caldwell Church. 


Others preaching included Elders J. H. 
Peay, editor of the Gleaner, from Acts 5:8, and W. 
A. Clark from Matt. 1:25. 

The Orphans Home Committee reported 
ten children in the home and ten had been bap- 
tized. "We have a good school taught in the build- 
ing. Our main building is enclosed but not fin- 
ished on the inside." Two associations had agreed 
to finish and furnish rooms at a cost of $80 per 
room. 

The Obituary Report reported the death of 
Sis. W. H. Paslay. 

The Ministerial Education report stated, 
"The importance of having an educated ministry 
is felt by all Baptists... There are about twenty 
young ministers now in school at Ouachita, sev- 
eral of whom need help. 

"Your committee recommends that the 
churches of this Association be now asked to 
pledge at least one hundred dollars for ministe- 
rial education in Ouachita College.” 

With the report on State Missions, the 
controversy surfaced. The clerk reported, "The 
Committee on State Missions not agreeing, a ma- 
jority report (given by W. H. Paslay), and a mi- 
nority report (given by A. A. Andrus) were pre- 
sented to the Association. A motion that both re- 
ports be tabled was lost, a motion the minority 
report be adopted was lost. A motion to accept 
the majority report was discussed by A. A. 
Andrus,7A. N. Couch, S: L. Holloway-sh ©} 
Rosamond, Lon Slaughter, J. A. Smith, W. A. 
Clark, and the State Secretary, Dr. A. J. Barton. 

The Majority report read, "Since there is 
some dissatisfaction in regard to the present 
plans of the board, we recommend that we ex- 
press our confidence in their integrity, faithful- 
ness and devotion to the Master, in their plan- 
ning and work entrusted to their hands. 

"That the state be divided into two or 
more districts and evangelists be employed who 
shall be required to devote their whole time in 
travel and preaching to the poor and destitute of 
our state, and if this or a similar policy is 
adopted we pledge ourselves to increase our con- 
tributions as the exigencies may demand.” 

The report was signed by W. H. Paslay and 
S. L. Holloway. 

Eld. Paslay was recommended as a mem- 
ber of the State Board and also as a messenger to 
the Southern Baptist Convention at New Orleans. 


1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with Forrest 
City Baptist Church. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. A. Smith, Haynes, from 
Jer. 6:16, "The Good Old Way." 

S. H. King was re-elected as Moderator 
and L. P. Anderson was re-elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Elders R. C. Medaris, a 
State Missionary, W. A. Clark, editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist, J. W. Conger, president of 
Ouachita, and J. G. Doyle, State Sunday School 
work. 
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Others preaching included Elders R. C. 
Medaris, from Rom. 8:28 and again, from Acts 
4:12, J. G. Doyle from Luke 2:7, "No Room for 
Christ," D. H. Gill from I John 1:7, and J. D. Ad- 
cock from Phil. 3:8. 

A. N. Couch read the report on State Mis- 
sions. The speeches were limited to five minutes. 
A motion carried that the State Mission report be 
referred back to the committee for a report on 
Saturday morning. The report read: ‘ 

"Our State Board is the servant of the 
churches and needs our sympathy and prayers 
more than our abuse... 

"We further recommend the State Con- 
vention to elect or direct its board to elect four 
missionaries to do actual mission work under 
the direction of the State Board, and that the 
board provide its own clerical or corresponding 
work." 

"We heartily endorse the plan of our State 
Board in employing general missionaries in dif- 
ferent parts of the State (such as White and 
Medaris)." 

This report, which was adopted, got to the 
heart of the controversy: that the missionaries 
actually do mission work, and that the corre- 
spondence be handled by other arrangements. 

The Sunday School report read, "By ex- 
amining the minutes of last year, we find that 28 
churches out of 48 have no Sunday school. We de- 
plore this state of affairs, and feel that some 
steps should be taken to remedy it at once." 

The Association elected W. H. Paslay, C. 
M. Myrick, J. A. Smith, T. M. Oldham and Lon 
Slaughter was messengers to the next State Con- 
vention at Paragould. 

The following resolution was passed, 
"That we instruct these messengers to vote 
against any movement to continue the office of 
corresponding secretary." 

These men had previously indicated fa- 
voring a change in the policy of the State Con- 
vention, and the resolution of the Association 
strengthened their position. 


1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with Claren- 
don Church. Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as 
Moderator and L. P. Anderson was elected as 
Clerk 

Prairie Grove presented a petitionary let- 
Ler 

Visitors included R. C. Medaris, mission- 
ary of the State Convention; W. W. Gardner, rep- 
resenting the Orphans' Home, C. D. Guest from 
the Friendship Association, and Ben M. Bogard, 
junior editor of the Arkansas Baptist. 

The Orphans' Home at Monticello re- 
ported 55 children. The new building had been 
furnished at a cost of $1,000. They reported no 
debt, with everything paid for. 

A Home Missions report favoring South- 
ern Baptist Convention causes was presented. 
Eld. J. A. Smith offered as a substitute: 


"Whereas, the methods of the Home and 
Foreign Mission Boards are not satisfying to the 
majority of churches composing this Associa- 
tion, 

"Resolved, That this Association with- 
draw its support from said Board and that we co- 
operate with the General Association of Baptist 
Churches in supporting the missionaries adopted 
by them." 

Others preaching included Elders R. C. 
Medaris from I Cor. 6:19-20, Ben M. Bogard from 
Heb. 6:18, "The Christians Consolation," W. H. 
Sledge from John 3:16. 

Eld. J. A. Smith read the Majority Report 
on State Missions: 

"We, your committee on State Missions, 
are glad to report that much has been done and is 
being done to evangelize Arkansas. We regret, 
however, to report that the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, with which we have been co- 
operating in state mission work, has departed 
from the honored Baptist principles. We believe 
the methods are not only extravagant, but un- 
scriptural and episcopal. The convention has 
gone so far from the churches that a large major- 
ity of them feel they cannot co-operate with it 
any more until it returns to scriptural methods. 
Therefore, we recommend that this Association 
send no messengers to said Convention, that we 
make no contributions to it until shall have 
eliminated the things that are so objectionable to 
the Baptists of Arkansas. 

"We further report that at a meeting which 
convened with the Antioch Baptist Church in the 
city of Little Rock, on the tenth and eleventh days 
of April, 1902, the General Association of 
Arkansas Baptist Churches was organized. This 
body adopted a statement of Principles and 
Schedule of Work which are scriptural and expe- 
dient. Several missionaries have been sent out by 
churches and are at work in Arkansas in cooper- 
ation with the General Association of Arkansas 
Baptist Churches. The Lord is greatly blessing 
their labors in the salvation of souls. Therefore, 
we recommend that the Mt. Vernon Association 
of Baptist Churches pledge said Association our 
hearty-cooperation so long as it adheres to scrip- 
tural principles. 

"We would advise the churches composing 
the Mt. Vernon Baptist Association to co-operate 
with the General Association of Arkansas 
Baptist Churches by sending messengers to its 
meeting and making contributions for its work 
and praying for its success." 

The report was signed by J. A. Smith and 
J. B. Sanders 

The Minority Report was presented by D. 
H. Gill: 

"The Great Commission commands us to 
go into all the world and preach the Gospel. 
Arkansas is a great mission field and the obliga- 
tion rests upon us to evangelize it. This cannot be 
done without the closest co-operation of all the 
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churches in the state. "Let us go up and possess 
the land," should be the motto of every Baptist in 
Arkansas. Our hearts and heads and hands 
should be loyally joined together in this great 
work. Loyalty to our Master demands a united 
heart. The work before us is great and demands 
the widest possible plans--plans looking to the 
future as well as to the present. The plans of work 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, which 
are virtually the plans operated in all the states, 
are the product of many years of study and expe- 
rience, and represent the highest wisdom of the 
denomination. [emphasis by author] On the op- 
eration of these plans a great work has been 
done. Many of our best churches have been built 
up and important centers have been helped when 
they could not help themselves. There has been a 
phenomenal increase in the work for the last few 
years which has been by a constant and steady 
growth. God has shown his approval. We would 
therefore recommend co-operation with the 
State Convention as the best possible means for 
the evangelization of our state." 

The following discussed the report: J. A. 
Smith, Ben M. Bogard, and R. C. Medaris. 

Eld. C. M. Myrick offered the following 
substitute for both the majority and the minority 
reports: 

"It is a well known fact the State Conven- 
tion has done and is doing a great work for God in 
our great state. Also we are glad to report that the 
General Association of Baptists Churches of 
Arkansas have had five missionaries in the field 
for almost four months and the good Lord has 
abundantly blessed their labors. Therefore, we 
recommend that the matter of co-operation with 
either of these bodies in doing missionary work 
be referred back to the churches without recom- 
mendation." 

The substitute was discussed by C. M. 
Myrick, J. A. Smith, R. C. Medaris, J. B. Sanders, 
M. J. Manning, Ben M. Bogard, W. T. Hargraves, 
and L. P. Anderson. 

"On vote of the body the substitute was 
lost; the minority report was lost; the majority 
report was adopted." 

Eld. J. A. Smith reported on his mission 
work resulting in 13 baptisms, 22 conversions 
witnessed, and 11 received by letter and state- 
ment. 

The Mt. Vernon High School opened Sep. 
8, 1902 with 45 pupils. "The school has no con- 
nection with the public school and has no pri- 
mary department." Lon Slaughter was president 
of the Board. 

On Sunday, the Sunday School Mass 
Meeting was followed by the Introductory Ser- 
mon by Eld. W. H. Paslay. Others preaching were 
Elders D. C. Guest, Brinkley; D. H. Gill, Brinkley; 
and J. A. Smith, Forrest City. 

1903 

The 1903 meeting was held with Salem 

Baptist Church, Phillips Co. The first message 


was preached by Eld. S. D. Sawyer from Rev. 22:1. 
Another sermon was preached by Eld. M. Hall, 
Forrest City, from Acts 13:48-49. 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. C. M. Myrick was elected as Clerk. 

Dr. W. A. Clark, editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist, was invited to a seat as a visitor. 

The Foreign Mission report recom- 
mended, "Whereas, the Mt. Vernon Association 
last year adopted the principles endorsed by the 
General Association of Arkansas, we recommend 
that the missionaries endorsed by it also be 
adopted by us, and that we aid in supporting Dr. 
A. J. Dias of Cuba and Rev. Said M. Jurdina of 
Syria, and any other missionaries our General 
Association may assist.” 

The State Mission report read, "As is well 
known, at our last session we dissolved all con- 
nection with the State Convention and agreed to 
endorse the General Association and its work... 
We are glad to note that the Lord has so wonder- 
fully blessed our work. There are 

about twelve men actively engaged at 
work in the destitute parts of the state, churches 
have been organized, souls saved and great good 
accomplished. New churches are joining our As- 
sociation every week, and agree to help in sup- 
porting the work." 

The Orphans Home Report stated, "As the 
Orphans Home at Monticello belongs to the Bap- 
tists of Arkansas, we should give it our sympathy 
and our support." 

Others preaching included Elders T. E. 
Knight from I John 3:9, S. C. Buckingham from 
John 19:32-33, and W. A. Clark from John 5:24. 

The Publications Report recommended 
the publications of the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society, and also the Baptist Book Con- 
cern of Louisville, KY, "for sound literature." 

The Committee on Education reported, 
"Your committee would very heartily recommend 
our own Mt. Vernon High School at Trenton.,...for 
preparatory work, business, or a practical educa- 
tion, none could do better than to send to 
Trenton." The committee reported "38 pupils 
with about twenty boarders, and a good prospect 
for a much larger enrollment during the year." 
The Association elected three trustees each year. 

On Sunday at 11 AM, Dr. W. A. Clark 
spoke from Acts 8:1, "The First Fifty Years of 
Christianity in the World." At 2 PM there was a 
"Jubilee Service," at which Dr. Clark spoke of 
Baptist affairs in Arkansas for the last fifty 
years. 

The financial report showed a total of 
$373.99: Assoc. Missions, 121.95; State Mis- 
sions-Gen'l Assoc. 75.41; State Missions-Conv. 
24.85; For. Mis.-A. J. Diaz 9.40; For. Mis., Said 
M. Juredina 7.95; Minutes 29.30; Orphans Home 
72.78; Mt Ver. HS. 32.35 
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Church Pastor Clerk P.O. mbrs 
Salem C. M. Myrick J. L. Turner Cypert 62 
Mars Hill J. L. Wilson P. H. Jones Gillette 51 
Trenton C. M. Myrick Miss Fannie Porter Trenton 39 
Brinkley S.C. Faulkner J. A. Wesbey Brinkley 83 
Philadelphia J. L. Wilson S. A. Hallum Brinkley 54 
Forrest City M. Hall W. T. Sanders Forrest City 140 
Rehobeth W. H. Paslay C. L. Langston Vineyard 92 
Oak Grove S. D. Sawyer T. F. Spny Moro 53 
Moon Lake J. L. Wilson R. L. Moore Palestine 22 
Park Grove M. J. Day Salde Lynch Clarendon 58 
Popular Grove W. H. Paslay John Cox McDaniel LL 
Clarendon W. F. King Clarendon 
Ash Grove S. D. Sawyer D. Samson Cotton Plant 
Raymond M. J. Davis Mrs. W.A.West Raymond 23 
LaGrange W. T. Moore LaGrange 8 
Haynes W. H. Paslay Kate Briley Haynes 37 
Prairie Grove J. F. Deason Hunter 28 
Marvel E. E. McMurry Marvel ff 
Colt C. W. Knight H. Phillips Colt 84 
Marianna R. Mahan D. R. Myres Marianna 110 

1904 1905 


The 1904 meeting was held with Haynes 
Baptist Church in Haynes. Eld. C. M. Myrick 
preached the Annual Sermon from John 14:5. 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. C. M. Myrick was elected as Clerk. 

The committees appointed included: 

State Missions: Eld. J. A. McCord, J. P. 
Farrow, Dr. W. R. Haynie 

Associational Missions: J. M. Pruett, T. G. 
Hewlett, Eld. S. D. Sawyer 

Education: C. M. Myrick, T. E. Knight, W. 
H. Sledge 

Publications: J. B. Sanders, J. L. Belsha, 
J. H. Freeman 

Orphans Home: F. L. Gustavus, D. S. An- 
derson, J. P. Hardin 

Foreign Missions: L. P. Anderson, T. M. 
Oldham, T. E. Knight 

Sunday Schools: G. R. Roebuck, G. H. 
Vineyard, H. A. McGill 

Ministerial Education: W. H. Sledge, J. S. 
Rogers, C. M. Myrick 

Visitors included Prof. J. W. Conger, 
Ouachita College; Eld. Ben M. Bogard, represent- 
ing the Landmark Baptist; Eld. J. A. Scarboro, 
representing the American Baptist Flag, Fulton, 
KYa 

Others preaching included Elders J. A. 
Scarboro from Matt. 24:14 and Rev. 19:19-21, W. 
H. Sledge, J. A. McCord from Job 1:6, "The Devil 
in the Church, and J. S. Rogers, Clarendon, from 
I Cor. 16:13, "Quit you like men." 

The Ministerial Education report stated, 
"We cordially endorse and recommend our Mt. 
Vernon High School, at Trenton, for a high 
school course, and our own Ouachita College at 
Arkadelphia, for the education of our preacher 
boys." 


The 1905 meeting was held with the 
Trenton Church at Trenton. Eld. O. W. Finch 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Rom. 
1:16. Eld. J. G. Harris preached from John 10:14. 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. C. M. Myrick was elected as Clerk. 

The following churches and messengers 
were present: 

Forrest City: Elders W. H. Paslay, J. A. 
McCord, Mrs. Garland Fondrew 

Marvell: J. L. Belsha, J. W. Smith, Elbert 
Kendall 

Oak Grove: F. L. Gustavus 

Hunter: J. H. Freeman, J. F. Deason 

Marianna: Eld. R. A. Mahan, Mrs. Ma- 
han, Lon Slaughter, Miss Bertha Slaughter 

Helena: Elders G. E. Tilley, J. W. Cook, T. 
M. Oldham, G. H. Vineyard 

Christian Valley: E. D. West, R. O. Long, 
Mrs. F. M. Cox 

Level Valley: T. G. Barkley 

Shiloh: J. H. Hardin, C. A. Austin 

Colt: Mrs. G. W. Mathews 

Brinkley: Eld. J. G. Harris, Miss Lula 
Hurst, Miss Edna Holdridge 

Ash Grove: J. A. Simpson, G. J. Hamilton 

Big Creek: D. M. Brantley 

Bible Union: Eld. A. J. Murphy 

Monroe: J. T. Grimes, B. F. Scott 

Salem: Eld. C. M. Myrick, J. J. King, A. E. 
Jarrett 

Trenton: B. Q. Carey, E. L. Porter, W. J. 
Kirkland 

Valley Grove: was received on Petitionary 
Letter, no messenger present 

Park Grove: John Coburn, John Harris 

Haynes: Lee James, Miss Ida Briley 

Popular Grove: J. B. Hodges 
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Rehobeth: J. B. Lowe, W. H. Allison, Mrs. 
Fannie Lowe 

Philadelphia, Clarendon, and Hebron 
represented by letter 


One visitor was Eld. J. H. Milburn, Union 
City, TN, representing the Baptist Flag. He later 
preached from Rom. 8:9. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We are 
glad to report that about three-fourths of the 
churches in this association report Sunday 
schools... It is estimated that from 80 to 90 per 
cent of the conversions come from the Sunday 
schools." 

A motion by Lon Slaughter prevailed to 
adjourn, and the body as a whole visit the Mt. 
Vernon High School and new dormitory for girls. 
After visiting the school and going through the 
buildings the association resumed business. 

The Publications Report stated, 'Then we 
recommend the American Baptist Flag as an 
exponent of sound Baptist polity and one whose 
editor is brave and fearless in defense of Land- 
mark Baptist principles. 

"To those who wish additional informa- 
tion on church government we refer them to J. M. 
Pendleton's Manual." 

An amendment to add the Baptist Ad- 
vance to the report failed. 

On Sunday, the Sunday School Mass 
Meeting was following by preaching by Elders G. 
V. Tilley from Acts 6:14-15, J. A. McCord from 
Psalm 17:15, and W. H. Paslay. 


1906 

The 50th Annual Session was held with 
the Colt Church at Colt. 

The Wyville Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. G. Harris was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. O. T. Finch, repre- 
senting the Orphans' Home at Monticello; J. E. 
Newman, representing the Arkansas Baptist, and 


W. W. Gardner,! 1 representing the Baptist 


Advance. 

Preaching at this meeting were Elders J. 
E. Newman from I Cor. 13:8, J. H. Coleman from 
John 12:32, W. W. Gardner from Matt. 27:66, and 
J. W. Lipsey from Rom. 10:9-10. 

The Orphans’ Home report stated, "There 
are now 70 children in the home." 

The Education report stated, "We have 
three excellent colleges in our state: Ouachita at 
Arkadelphia for young men and young women, 
Central at Conway for young women only, and 
Buckner at Witcherville,.. We have in our own 
Association a most excellent preparatory school, 
Mt. Vernon High School, at Trenton. 

However, the Trustees Report stated, "We 
are sorry to report that our school is not in as 
good condition as it might be. The last term of 
last year was closed some three months before 


the end of the session on account of small pox 
and for other reasons. 

"On Oct 10th, the main building was de- 
stroyed by fire... This leaves the Dormitory 
which has been used for teaching purposes since." 

A special committee appointed recom- 
mended the school be rebuilt. They also recom- 
mended the matter of changing the location be 
left to the Board of Trustees to locate within 
thirty days and take steps toward erecting a 
building. 

The State Mission Committee reported, 
"The report from our State Missionaries during 
the year just closing shows very gratifying re- 
sults... 

"We regret to know that the cause of State 
Missions has not received the support from any 
church it should have received." 

On Sunday the Association heard the 
Sunday School report, and then sermons by EI- 
ders J. G. Harris from Dan. 2:44, and J. H. Cason. 


1907 

The 1907 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Brinkley. Eld. N. B. Graves 
preached the Associational Sermon from I Cor. 
11:24. 

Riverside Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter 

Eld. W. H. Paslay was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. G. Harris was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. Ben M. Bogard, 
representing Buckner College; B. E. Antrobus, 
Grand Prairie Assoc.; J. B. Searcy, representing 
the Baptist Advance; R. G. Bowers, Mission Sec- 
retary, Baptist State Convention; H. L. Winburne, 
Red River Assoc., and Mrs. Hannah Gardner, 
representing the Orphans' Home, Monticello. 

The Publications Committee stated, "We 
also recommend the Arkansas Baptist and all 
other orthodox Baptist papers. We further rec- 
ommend the work of the Landmark Baptist 
Publishing Concern, and all other concerns that 
are publishing orthodox Baptist literature." 

The Orphans Home report stated, "We are 
glad to report that the past year has been one of 
the most prosperous in the history of our Or- 
phans Home. There are now 72 children in the 
Home, dependent upon the Baptists of Arkansas 
for support. 

A move was under way to relocate the Mt. 
Vernon High School to Brinkley. The committee 
reported, "At our meeting some three weeks 
afterwards, for the consideration of $4,000 from 
Brinkley, and because of the advantages of- 
fered...it was decided to locate the school at that 
place. " The committee had approved the 
Constitution, "and submit the same to you for 
your consideration." The school would be located 
in Brinkley and be known as the Baptist 
Collegiate Institute. "The curriculum of said 
school to be such as to prepare then for gradua- 
tion with the A.B. degree in two years from any 
high class college." 
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Elder Ben M. Bogard preached from | Tim. 
6:12, "Fight the Good Fight of Faith." A collection 
was taken for ministerial education by Eld. 
Bogard to be divided between Ouachita College 
and Buckner College. Both received $12.81. 

By motion the clerk was instructed to 
"look after selling the church house at Raymond, 
and J. L. Turner to look after selling the one near 
Turner, Ark., as they are no longer being used for 
worship." 

The Sunday School report stated, "We fur- 
ther recommend, that Sunday Schools be estab- 
lished in communities where there are no 
churches, as a means of doing effective Mission 
work. 

Others preaching included Dr. J. B. Searcy 
ibeopony I (@xoye, Ilsesys} lakers inl, JE, \Wibalowraay 
Arkadelphia, from II Tim. 1:12, J. T. Arrington, 
Colt, from*I ‘Pet.-1:9-12, A> Fs Cagle and O. M. 
Mathis. 

1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Helena. The Introductory Mes- 
sage was brought by Eld. C. R. Powell from Matt. 
28: 19-20. 

J. G. Harris was elected as Moderator and 
Arthur Fox was elected as Clerk. 

The former Moderator, Eld. W. H. Paslay, 
was absent "due to his very ill health." The 
Association sent the following telegram: "We 
mourn your illness which prevents your pres- 
ence. We pray the Lord for your speedy recovery. 
Rom. 5:1-6." 

Visitors included C. R. Powell, editor of 
the Arkansas Baptist; G. W. Mayberry, Current 
River Assoc.; and V. G. Hinton, representing the 
Baptist Advance. 

The Orphans Home report stated, "There 
are now two Baptist orphanages in the State of 
Arkansas, which should solicit the interest and 
support of every Baptist in the state. These homes 
are located one at Monticello and the other at 
Texarkana. We find the need for support of these 
children greater than ever before." 

Eld. C. R. Powell preached from Acts 26, 
"Saul of Tarsus Made Into Paul the Missionary," 
and Eld. R. G. Bowers preached from II Chron. 
17:1-3, 6. 

Eld. J. R. Routh had served as Associa- 
tional Missionary at a salary of $75 per month. 
He reported 321 sermons preached; 155 received 
by experience and baptism, and 62 by letter, 222 
professions, total additions of 227, with 5 Sun- 
day schools organized. 

The State Missions report had a definite 
pro-Convention sentiment, "Much progress has 
been made. More than $30,000 have been raised 
in the work during the past year; about one hun- 
dred laborers have been in the field, and more 
than five thousand souls confessed Christ 
through their labors, and about four thousand 
have been baptized into the fellowship of our 
churches." 


[Note: From about 1909 until 1919 the 
Convention interest exerted influence for Con- 
vention causes, with little regard for the Land- 
mark position officially adapted by the Associ- 
ation. This same effort was exerted in many as- 
sociations, and some were won over to Conven- 
tion alignment in this manner-.] 

The report on Education stated, "We rec- 
ommend the following schools: First, the Oua- 
chita at Arkadelphia, for young men and women; 
Central at Conway, for young women only, and 
Buckner at Witcherville, for young men and 
young women, and Maynard Academy... We 
should not forget our own school here at 
Brinkley. 

Baptist Collegiate Institute 

"We now have the following property: a 
campus of nearly two acres, valuation $1000; two 
lots with a two story dormitory, valued at $2,500. 
Pledges and building material in the amount of 
$2,500, making a total of some $6,000. We have 
also adopted plans for our main building, which 
we hope to begin work on in the near future and 
have it ready for opening school not later than 
September, 1909." 

The Women's Missionary Union held a 
two-day meeting in conjunction with the Asso- 
ciation at the Presbyterian Church. 

1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Marianna. The Annual Sermon 
was preached by Eld. B. E. Antrobus from I Tim. 
3:14-15. 

Lon Slaughter was elected as Moderator 
and N.C.B. Anderson was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. Ben M. Bogard, ed- 
itor of the Arkansas Baptist; T. T. Thompson, 
representing Ouachita and State Memorial 
Hospital in Memphia; F. R. Turner, representing 
the Orphans Home at Monticello; J. R. S. Rogers, 
Secretary of the Baptist Tri-State Convention; E. 
J. A. McKinney, editor of the Baptist Advance. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Bethel and Corinth churches. 

Special prayer was offered by Eld. Ben M. 
Bogard on behalf of W. H. Paslay. 

The report of the Board of Trustees of the 
Baptist Collegiate Institute stated: "The Board 
unanimously approved the action of the commit- 
tee in disposing of the property wrecked by the 
cyclone. 

"We recommend to this Association that 
the school be discontinued and that we be re- 
lieved from further duties." 

The Orphans' Home report was given by J. 
W. Sims, who was a trustee and treasurer. He 
stated: 

"We deem it unnecessary at present to 
mention the causes that brought the second home 
into existence. 

",..the Texarkana Home belongs to the 
churches that compose the State Association, 
and is composed of one handsome three-story 
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brick building, located in Texarkana, AR., with a 
fraction over eight acres of ground.... 

"In this Home we now have nineteen or 
twenty children, all well cared for and seemingly 
perfectly happy and contented. Since starting 
this Home, a little less than two years ago, we 
have paid about twenty-two hundred dollars as 
expense money, and kept up all running ex- 
penses, except about thirty-three dollars that we 
have fallen behind in June, July, and August of 
this year. 

"As to the Monticello Home, which is un- 
der the control of the Convention, not having the 
knowledge of facts connected with it, I cannot 
speak of its standing or its needs. However, I am 
sure they are in pressing need of all they can get." 

An amendment was offered to the report: 
"The Orphans' Home, under the direction of the 
Baptist State Convention of Arkansas, located at 
Monticello, has a farm of 300 acres, and a large 
two-story house of fifteen rooms. There are in the 
Home 120 or more children, who are being cared 
for in the very best way possible by the Board of 
the Home." 

After discussion of both reports, a collec- 
tion was taken for the two Orphans' Homes: 
Texarkana received $27.66 and Monticello re- 
ceived $23.15. 

Eld. Ben M. Bogard preached from Deut. 
32:a15)7Be.on the Safe Side," One point. of the 
Sermon dealt with "The Missionary Contro- 
versy." Eld. Bogard said, "Who is on the safe side 
in the mission controversy? All acknowledge 
that a church may send out a missionary, and 
that it is scriptural for mission work to be done 
under church control. Then we are safe in taking 
that position. There are many who deny the right 
of Conventions to take charge of mission work. 
Then it will be seen that it is the Convention 
methods that cause the division, not the church 
method." 

The Publications Report stated, "We also 
mention favorably the new Landmark Series of 
Sunday School helps, which are published, or 
will be published in Little Rock. 

"The Baptist Publishing Co., Little Rock, 
is worthy of patronage for Baptist books and 
Bibles." 

The Ministerial Education report stated, 
"There were thirty-five students for the ministry 
at Ouachita College and seven at Buckner 
College." 

Eld. J. S. Rogers preached from I Pet. 3:15, 
"Why I am a Baptist," and Eld. J. G. Harris 
preached from Matt. 17:2. 

A report was given on the Women's Mis- 
sionary Union. 

1910 

The 1910 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Marvell. The Annual Sermon 
was preached by Eld. E. D. Solomon from Titus 
23h: 


PSs 


Deacon Lon Slaughter was elected as 
Moderator and N.C.B. Anderson was elected as 
Clerls. 

Visitors included: R. G. Bowers, represent- 
ing the Baptist schools of the State; E.J.A. 
McKinney, representing the Baptist Advocate; C. 
R. Powell, representing the Arkansas Baptist; 
and E. F. Curle, State Evangelist. 

The Publications Report stated, "We have 
in the State two Baptist papers, the Arkansas 
Baptist, representing the work of the State and 
General Association, and the Baptist Advance, 
representing the work of the State and Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

"Sunday School literature can be had 
from the Landmark Baptist Publications Co., at 
Little Rock, and the Convention series can be or- 
dered from the Sunday School Board at 
Nashville, TN." 

Others preaching included Elders R. G. 
Bowers from John 12:24 and W. E. Turner from 
Matt. 21:10. 

The State Missions report stated, "We find 
that through the work of the State Convention 
$343.93 [collected], 4,156 professions and 4,638 
have joined Baptist churches. 

"Not being able to find information of the 
State Association work, we cannot give anything 
on how much has been done by the churches 
comprising that body." 

The Education report concluded, 'There- 
fore, we would recommend Ouachita system of 
schools, Buckner College and all the schools fos- 
tered by the Baptists of Arkansas." Buckner 
College reported property valued at $180,000, 128 
students, including three ministerial students. 

The Orphans Home report stated, "The 
Baptists of Arkansas now have two Orphans' 
Homes, one in Monticello, under the care of the 
State Convention, the other in Texarkana, under 
the care of the State Association. 

"In the Texarkana Home we now have 21 
children, a magnificent Home, with eight acres of 
good grounds... We are in pressing need of funds 
in the Texarkana Home to meet running ex- 
penses." 

This report was made by J. W. Sims, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer of the Texarkana Home 

A free-will offering of $44.43 was made by 
the Association to the Texarkana Home. The 
minute reports no offering for Monticello. 

At 11 AM on Sunday, Eld. B. E. Antrobus, 
Clarendon, preached from Rom. 10:4. 

1911 

The 1911 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Forrest City. 

Bro. Lon Slaughter was elected as Mod- 
erator, J. W. Sims was elected as Assistant Mod- 
erator, and N.C.B. Anderson was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included: E.J.A.McKinney, rep- 
resenting the Arkansas Advance; Ben M. Bogard, 
representing the Arkansas Baptist and the 
Landmark Sunday School Concern; John T. 
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Christian, corresponding secretary of the State 
Convention; B. F. Holford, State associational 
missionary. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Eliane Church and Marianna Missionary 
Church. 

The Publications Committee reported: 
"We have in the State four Baptist papers. The 
Arkansas Baptist, representing the State. and 
General Association; the Baptist Advance, repre- 
senting the work of the State and Southern 
Baptist Convention, The Missionary Baptist and 
Plain Truth. 

"We recommend the Landmark Sunday 
School literature, published by Landmark Sun- 
day School Concern...and the Convention Series, 
published at Nashville, TN." 

The State Mission report, read by Danna 
Terry, was discussed by J. T. Christian, Ben M. 
Bogard, B. F. Holford, and E.J.A. McKinney: 

"We have two active agencies, the State 
Board of the State Convention, Dr. J. T. Chris- 
tian, secretary, and the Baptist State Associa- 
tion, Bro. O. Echols, treasurer. 

"We recommend that our pastors stand by 
their respective State work and put the best that 
in them lies for evangelizing and then for teach- 
ing the things of Christ and of His Church." 

Dr. John T. Christian preached on "What 
the Baptists have done for the World." 

The Orphans' Home report was read by J. 
W. Sims and discussed by Ben M. Bogard and 
br Ae Mekinney “slhesireportiastatedspthe 
Texarkana Home had twenty-five children, "all 
of them as bright and happy as orphan children 
can be,... The Home was about $90.00 behind on 
running expenses. 

The report stated the "Home at Monticello 
now has 127 children therein, and from the best 
knowledge we can gain, is something near $3,000 
behind on running expenses." 

A collection was taken for the two homes: 
Texarkana received $28.87, and Monticello re- 
ceived $13.62. 

The Obituary report included the deaths 
of J. B. Hodges, Popular Grove; F. L. Gustavus, 
Oak Grove; J. B. Sanders, Forrest City, and W. H. 


Paslay. 12 

On motion the Moderator appointed 3 PM 
on Saturday as a special hour for memorial ser- 
vices. 

Eld. Ben M. Bogard preached at 11 AM 
from Heb. 6:18. 

Eld. J. B. Sanders 

J. B. Sanders was born in NC, August 19, 
1835. He moved with his parents to De Soto Co., 
MS when a boy, and joined the Baptist Church 
when he was 13 years of age. He moved to AR in 
1870, locating in Prairie Co. He died on Nov. 6, 
1910. 

Jesse H. Hodges was also born in NC, Jan. 
1836. He came to AR during his boyhood days, 


and joined the Baptist Church when he was 21 
years of age. He died Feb. 4, 1911. 

F. L. Gustavus was born in Berlin, 
Germany, in 1832. He came to America about 
1851. He joined the Missionary Baptist Church 
about 1856 and was a consistent and devout 
member to the hours of his death, June 27, 1911 
at his home in Lee Co. 

1912 

The 1912 meeting was held with Salem 
Church at Cypert. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. W. H. Sledge from Luke 15:8-10. 

Deacon Lon Slaughter, Palestine, was 
elected as Moderator, and N.C.B. Anderson, 
Forrest City, was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included J. S. Rogers, represent- 
ing Ouachita College and The Baptist Advance 
and W. F. Dorris, Financial Agent for the Mon- 
ticello Home. 

A devotional exercise was led by Eld. M. P. 
Matheney, who was representing The Arkansas 
Baptist. 

The Report on Publications was discussed 
by Elders Matheny and Rogers: 

"The Baptist and The Advance, published 
at Little Rock, are our mediums for communica- 
tion and we recommend them to our churches. 

"We also recommend the Sunday School 
Concern, publishing Sunday School Literature. 
This work is ably edited by Dr. G. S. Anderson. 
We urge that our churches secure samples of this 
work and give it such endorsement as its merits 
demand." 

The 11 AM sermon was preached by Eld. 
M. P. Matheny from Eph. 3:21. 

The Report on Ministerial Education was 
discussed by J. S. Rogers, J. W. Sims, and W. H. 
Sledge: 

"The education of preachers is one great 
objective in Christian Education. Last year there 
were fifty of our young preachers in Ouachita 
College. They receive free tuition and some help 
on other expenses when it is necessary... For the 
education of our preachers we have the 
Southwest Seminary in Ft. Worth." 

The Moderator appointed five members to 
investigate the charges made against the First 
Baptist Church of Marianna by the Missionary 
Baptist Church, also of Marianna. 

The Charges 

We withdrew from the First Baptist 
Church of Marianna, for the following reasons: 

1. Because of her affiliation with other 
denominations in union meetings 

2. Because of the church government, 
which is Presbyterian, rather than Congrega- 
tional, being conducted by the pastor and those 
officers of the church whom he associates with 
him. 

3. Because of her loose discipline, holding 
within her membership without protest, whiskey 
drinkers, card players, dancers, etc., and we can 
no more fellowship these things in the Mt. 
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Vernon Association than in the local church, 
and we therefore ask that the Association ap- 
prove a committee to investigate these charges, 
and if found true, say by vote whether she en- 
dorses the action of the church and will hold her 
in fellowship. 

"This letter was read and approved in reg- 
ular conference, Sunday night, Aug. 18, 1912, M. 
P. Matheney, Moderator. 

The Orphans Home report was read by J. 
W. Sims: "...we now have our Texarkana Home 
about full of children, and hereby recommend 
that our trustees accept the offer of 40 acres of 
land from the town of Malvern, and sell our pre- 
sent property and build suitable buildings at 
Malvern for the Home. We also recommend that a 
collection now be taken to be divided between the 
two homes.,...” 


1913 

The 1913 meeting was held with Colt 
Baptist Church at Colt. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. M. P. Matheney from 
Joshua 20. 

Deacon Lon Slaughter was re-elected as 
Moderator and J. W. Porter, Helena, was elected 
as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. J. S. Compere, 
representing Ouachita College; John T. Chris- 
tian, State Missions; Newman, representing the 
Arkansas Baptist, and J. V. Vermillion. 

The committee appointed the previous 
year to investigate charges against the First 
Baptist Church, Marianna reported: 

"We assembled July 21 and performed our 
duty to the best of our knowledge: 

Charge No. 1, "We do not feel that First 
Church entered into union meetings with the 
idea of sacrificing Baptist principles. 

Charge No. 2, "From the evidence the 
church conducted its business according to Bap- 
tist usage. 

Charge No. 3, "The church holds in its 
membership dancers, card players and whiskey 
drinkers, yet the evidence shows that it has vig- 
orously protested against these sins and repeat- 
edly disciplined them." 

Others preaching included Elders John T. 
Christian from Eph. 3:21 and J. S. Compere from 
Deut. 6:7, Matt. 28:20. 

The Orphans Home report was given by J. 
W. Sims, who made the report for both homes, 
reporting the Monticello Home had 170 children 
and the Texarkana Home had 32 or 33 children. 

"We learn from reliable authority that 
each home is now greatly in need of money to 
meet running expenses and also to meet debts 
that are now hanging over them." 

The State Missions report was also read 
by J. W. Sims: 

"In our State Mission work we, the 
Landmark Baptists, are doing almost nothing. 
We have only three missionaries in the field. 
Think of it! Only three! It is true these three are 
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doing much and report good results from their ef- 
forts, but ah! how small the territory that three 
men can cover in this vast State of ours! 
Brethren, in Jesus' name I plead, let us wake up to 
a greater interest in State Mission work. 

"The Convention has ninety (90) men in 
the field. They report many conversions, several 
churches organized and greater prospects than 
ever for a greater work. These things should not 
only encourage us, but should also be stimulat- 
ing... May we all leave this Association with a 
great determination to pay more to State 
Missions during the next Associational year." 

Other sermons were preached by Eld. M. 
P. Matheney and J. W. Simms from Eph. 5:11-27. 
A Sunday School Mass-meeting was conducted 
by G. R. Roebuck. 


1914 

The 1914 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Forrest City. The Association 
Sermon was preached by Eld. Samuel J. Ezell. 

Lon Slaughter was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. Porter was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Holly Grove, Rondo, and West Helena churches. 

Visitors included: J. B. Routh, represent- 
ing the Arkansas Baptist; Eld. J. A. Smith, Mis- 
sionary of the General Association; L. H. Davis, 
Rocky Bayou Association; Clarence DuvVall, 
Southern Baptist Convention; R. W. Inlow, Sec- 
retary of the State Convention, and Rev. Long, 
representing the Baptist Advance. 

The Christian Education report recom- 
mended Ouachita College, Central College at 
Conway, Dr. S. G. Anderson's Normal Bible 
School, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
South-western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and Jacksonville College, Texas. 

A motion was made by W. H. Sledge and 
seconded by G. H. Vineyard, that the Association 
invite the State Board to help us in carrying on 
the work in Mt. Vernon Association. Motion was 
carried. 

Elders M. P. Matheney and J. E. Sherrill 
had done mission work, Matheney at Elaine and 
Sherrill at Holly Grove, in helping two struggling 
churches. 

The State Mission report was given by 
Eld. J. W. Sims: "State Missions is a subject of 
great importance for the consideration of the 
Baptists of Arkansas at this time. 

"...we recommend and urge the churches 
of this Association to do all they can to help 
other churches in the State to evangelize 
Arkansas." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have two Orphans' Homes in Arkansas, both 
good homes. 

"Our Texarkana home has been unfortu- 
nate this year, in that during February the Home 
was burned down... 

"We now have the new house completed 
and have moved into it... There are thirty-two 
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rooms in the new building thus building for the 
future of the home, as well as the present. 

"The new building cost about $11,000 
making our building expenses right at $12,000 
this year. 

"We recommend that the Sunday Schools 
of our churches all give one Sunday's collection 
in each month to one or the other of these homes, 
and that each church in our Association take one 
or more Church collections during the year for 
these homes.” 

1915 

The 1915 meeting was held with Oak 
Grove Baptist Church, Moro. 

Lon Slaughter was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. J. H. Coleman was elected as Clerk. 
He also preached the Annual Sermon from John 
8:12. 

Eld. E.J.A. McKinney, Editor of the Bap- 
tist Advance, was recognized as a visitor. 

Eld. M. P. Matheney preached from Ezek. 
37:1-14. 

The State Mission Report stated, "The 
work of preaching the gospel to the destitute in 
Arkansas in what is known as State Missions is 
carried on by the churches through the Baptist 
State Convention with Eld. J. S. Rogers as Gen- 
eral Secretary, and the State Association of 
Baptist Churches, Eld. J. A. Smith, Treasurer. 

"The churches of this Association are 
without excuse for neglecting the evangelization 
of Arkansas so long as they have these two 
channels through which to do the work." 

This Minute carried a report on the Bap- 
tist Tri-State Hospital: "We commend the use of 
this great institution to our people and urge that 
when in need of a home for the sick that you go to 
our great Baptist Hospital at Memphis, TN." 

1916 

The 1916 meeting was held at West He- 
lena. The Annual Sermon was preached by Eld. 
J.R.C. White, pastor at Forrest City. 

Lon Slaughter was elected as Moderator 
and Jos. W. Porter was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Pleasant Valley and Lollars Chapel. 

Visitors included: W. A. McComb, 
Memorial Hospital, Memphis; E.J.A. McKinney, 
representing the Baptist Advance; Dr. J. W. 
Conger, representing Central College, Conway; 
and W. F. Dorris, representing the Orphans' 
Home at Monticello. 

Another sermon was preached by Eld. O. 
M. Stalling, pastor at Brinkley, from Acts 5:1-8. 

The Home Mission report read, "The 
Home Mission Board, located at Atlanta, GA, is 
the agency through which Southern Baptists, as a 
single body, address themselves to the task of 
saving the lost and building up the churches in 
the whole South." 

The Orphans' Home report was presented 
by Eld. J. W. Sims. The Monticello Home was in- 
cluded. Eld. Sims was making an unusual plea: 


"Texarkana Home now has about forty 
children... We have a debt hanging over this 
home for about $1,000 for current expenses and a 
$1,000 purchase money note, all of which is now 
due and should be paid at once. 

"We deplore the things that brought the 
two homes into existence, and would beg for the 
sake of the orphans, and for the good of God's 
cause that all of us work and pray to the end, that 
all differences may be removed, and that soon 
the Baptists of Arkansas may have one great 
Orphans' Home, centrally located and under one 
management, thus reducing the expenses, and 
adding very materially to the interest of the 
Orphans in our care." 

The State Mission report included statis- 
tics for churches co-operating through the 
Baptist State Convention: 60 missionaries, 2301 
conversions, 2053 baptisms, 3085 additions, and 
$18,762 raised. 

"The General Association of Arkansas is 
also doing fine work this year throughout the 
state with seven Missionaries under the direc- 
tion of the Churches of Arkansas." 

1917 

The 1917 meeting was held with Hunter 
Baptist Church, Hunter. The Associational 
Sermon was preached by Eld. T. H. Plemons of 
Helena on "Christian Zeal." 

Lon Slaughter was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. Jos. W. Porter was re-elected as 
Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Barton, Black Fish, Alpha, Independence, and 
Macedonia churches. 

Visitors included E. J. A. McKinney, rep- 
resenting the Baptist Advance; W. F. Dorris, 
Monticello Orphans’ Home; J. A. Smith, repre- 
senting the Baptist and Commoner. 

Eld. E.J.A.McKinney preached from Eph. 
2:8-10. 

The Associational Mission report in- 
cluded the work of G. E. Holt and Alto Mathews 
for eleven months. They held 27 revivals with 
220 professions of faith, 160 baptisms, 5 
churches re-organized, 5 churches organized, and 
9 Sunday Schools organized. 

The Orphans' Home report included both 
homes. A cash collection of $25.49 was taken, 
which was divided equally. Pledges were taken 
which amounted to $245 for Texarkana and $102 
for Monticello. 

The State Mission report was read by J. L. 
Brown: 

"By State Missions we mean the mission 
work carried on in our State by our two State 
bodies, the State Convention, and the State As- 
sociation. These two bodies are seeking to reach 
and supply with Baptist preaching the destitute 
sections of our State. 


There was no meeting held in 1918 due to 
a state-wide flu epidemic. 
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It should be easy to observe that efforts 
were being made for those supporting the State 
Convention to predominate in the Association. 
However, after the 1917 meeting, and beginning 
with the 1919 meeting, the Association appeared 
to operate exclusively as a Landmark 
Association. 


1919 

The 1919 meeting was held with the Bap- 
tist Church at Rondo, and also Rehobeth Baptist 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. Otto Mathis, from John 19, "Secret Dis- 
cipleship." 

Lon Slaughter was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and C. F. Thompson was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included A. J. Smith, Little Rock, 
and J. L. Brown, Walnut Grove. Eld. Brown also 
preached at this session. 

It should be noted no visitors were present 
representing Convention interests, the Orphans' 
Home Report only mentioned the Monticello 
home, and the State Mission report mentioned 
only the Mission program of the General 
Association. 

The Orphans’ Home report was almost a 
full page. It stated that 140 acres of land had been 
purchased, with 75 acres in cultivation. 

There were about 30 children in the home, 
“depending on the Baptists for clothing, food, and 
Spiritual care. 

"The Baptists also have a home in Mon- 
ticello, but I am not informed as to their needs." 

The State Mission report was given by 
Eld. J. L. Brown, "As the State Association of 
Baptist churches are doing what they can to carry 
our State Mission work, we therefore recommend 
the Churches of this Association to aid them in 
their work. We further recommend that this 
Association elect a Missions Committee through 
which we can cooperate with the State 
Association in our own local points of destitu- 
tion.” 

The Publications Report stated, "Be it re- 
solved that we, the messengers, of the Mt. Vernon 
Association recommend that churches through- 
out this association support and use the Land 


Mark Sunday School Literature, published by the 
Land Mark Sunday School Concern at 
Texarkana, also that we use our best efforts to 
support the Baptist and Commoner, which we 
think should go into every Baptist home." 


1920 

The 1920 meeting was held with Haynes 
Baptist Church, Lee County. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J. A. Smith. 

Lon Slaughter was elected as Moderator 
and C. F. Thompson was elected as Clerk. 

Mt. Zion Church was admitted by peti- 
tionary letter. 

Visitors included Eld. J. A. Smith, Editor 
and Manager, Baptist and Commoner, Eld. 
Barnett, and L. L. Shoptow, representing Sheri- 
dan (Missionary) Baptist College. 

The State Mission report stated, "This 
has been a good year in our state work. We have 
had more missionaries than ever before and a 
great work has been done." 

The Sunday School report stated, "For lit- 
erature we urge that used by the General Asso- 
ciation.” 

The Education Report stated, "The state 
association of Baptist churches of Arkansas 
have a college located at Sheridan, called the 
Missionary Baptist College. The school is now in 
operation in a temporary building furnished by 
the Baptists of Sheridan. The state association of 
Baptist churches of Arkansas has thirteen acres 
of land at Sheridan which will make a beautiful 
campus. 

"We recommend that the Mt. Vernon As- 
sociation cooperate with other churches in sup- 
porting this school by contributing liberally of 
their means for building and maintaining the 
school and that our people send their children 
here to be educated." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have a nice 32 room brick home located in the 
suburbs of the city on a ten acre plot of ground. 
We have 40 bright children in the home, all in 
fairly good condition and all in school who are 
old enough to attend. We are considerably behind 
in running expenses." 


1920 Statistical Report 


Church Pastor Clerk PO. members 
Park Grove H.W. Scott, Brinkley Sam Breeding, Clarendon 82 
Corinth H. W. Scott Miss Katie Morgan, Clarendon ie, 
Oak Grove J. L. Brown Mrs. Walter Douglas 60 
Rehobeth J. W. Sims, Marvel C. L. Langston, Aubrey 59 
Philadelphia H. W. Scott George Staton 58 
Palestine 25 
Bethlehem  W. M. Bryant, Clarendon J. B. Kelley, Clarendon ol 
Marvel C. F. Thompson, Marvel 70 
Rondo G. L. Richardson Mrs. W. N. Haley, Rondo 32 
Salem J. W. Sims J. L. Turner, Cypert 95 
Colt J. L. Brown W. T. Gowen, Colt 39 
Trenton J. W. Sims Mrs. Lee Foster, Marvel 47 


Moro 
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Level Valley W. A. Gardner, Haynes 18 
Shilo J. H. Martin F. E. Keller, Colt 25 
Holly Grove Kay Hawkins, Holly Grove 13 
Caldwell J. L. Brown Miss Lillie Brown, Caldwell 31 
Haynes J. L. Brown P. W. Long, Haynes 40 
Marianna 

Tip T. A. Stewart 


Pleasant Valley Missionary 
Baptist Church, Moro 


A church had previously existed in the 
same location under the name of Bethel Baptist 
Church, which was disbanded on April 9, 1916. 

The church was reorganized as Pleasant 
Valley MBC and met in conference on April 10, 
1916. 

A Bethel Church had petitioned the As- 
sociation in 1909. The Pleasant Valley Church 
came into the Association in 1916. 

The church met in the Old Fisher School 
house in Monroe Co., about halfway between 
Moro and Brinkley, with 26 members: 

Taylor Childres, Mollie Childres, Mary 
Carroll, Willie Davis, Mary E. Davis, Effie 
Elledge, Frank Faulkner, Mark Faulkner, Beard 
Forbess, Josie Hicks, Mattie Hughes, John L. 
Hughes, Ella Moye, Clima Henley, Luther Henley, 
Guy Henley, Henery Moye, Mary Morgan, S. E. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Mrs. S. E. Smith, Versey 
Smith, Charlie Whitted, Annie Whitted, Mrs. 
Josie Weaver, and Molly Wooten. 

The church is now located on Hwy. 238, 
about 5.5 miles east of Brinkley. When the 
church moved to the present location is not 
known. Bro. J. D. Self is pastor. 


New Prospect Missionary 
Baptist Church, Colt 


New Prospect MBC was organized on June 
23, 1938, under the leadership of Eld. A. L.. The 
charter members were: 

Sis. R. A. Ponder, Bro. T. S. Ponder, Sis. 
Bessie Lea Ponder, Sis. Willie Mae Ponder, Sis. 
Martha Lea Threat, Sis. Mattie Ponder, Bro. and 
Sis..Ponder, Bro.. T. H. Ponders SiswClarsey 
Ponder, Sis. Ruie Stricklin and Bro. Edward 
Stricklin. 

Received as candidates for baptism were 
Sis. Addie Powell, Sis. Josephine Todd, Sis. Lu- 
ceil Sellers, and Sis. Louise Sellers. 

Eld. T. H. Ponder was called as pasptr and 
Sis. Bessie Lea Ponder was elected as clerk. 

The church was organized in the private 
home of T.S. and R.A. Ponder. After two months, 
the church was moved to an arbor for a revival 
meeting which resulted in 52 coming for baptism 
and 5 by letter. 

Other pastors have included R. S. Wilson, 
Willie Garner, E. O. Lewallen, Alfred Croy, L. L. 
Clover, Andrew Pervis, Joe Spradlin, and Grover 
Taylor. 


Bro. T. S. Ponder donated an acre of land 
on Feb. 11, 1939, on which the first building was 
built. That building burned in either June or July 
of 1943. 

A new building was built on land donated 
by Bro. Claud Dill, which is the present location. 
An addition was made to the building in June, 
1947. A parsonage was built and dedicated in 
August, 1970. In 1973 and 1974 the present 
building was erected. The building was dedicated 
in Oct., 1974. A fellowship building was dedicated 
in March, 1982. 

In Jan., 1962 the church extended an arm 
to Wynn Mission. The church purchased the 
property, and on Dec. 15, 1991 led in organizing a 
mission in Hiland. 


Village Creek Missionary 
Baptist Church, Forrest City 


Hope and Trust MBC was organized on the 
outskirts of Forrest City on July 27, 1947. New 
Prospect MBC, L. L. Clover, pastor, sponsored in 
the organization. 

The charter members were all from New 
Prospect: D. L. Henson, Mack Henson, O. W. Al- 
ford, Ernest Gammandy, Luther Adamson, Sallie 
Adamson, Lee Adamson, Claudie May Faugh, and 
John Miller. 

The land on which the original building 
was built was donated by George and Earl 
Adamson. Construction began on the building on 
Aug. 4, 1947. 

Pastors have included Brethren O.W. Al- 
ford, Ottie Brown, Maynard Beckler, W. J. Gar- 
ner, Dale Worsley, Everett Akes, M. F. Gilliam, 
Allen Cowan, Bud Davis, Neil Clark, Mike 
Thomas, Wilford Thompson, Charles Flowers, 
and Derl Cordell. 

The name was changed to Village Creek 
on May 4, 1977. The church decided to build a 
new building, and also purchased additional 
land. The first services were held in the new 
building on July 29, 1979. The old building was 
made into a fellowship hall. A mobil home for 
pastor's use was purchased in the fall of 1992. 


Brinkley Missionary Baptist Church 
Brinkley MBC was organized on May 15, 
1949. The charter members were Elmer D. Josh- 
lin, Glen Joshlin, Agnes Joshlin, Mildred Josh- 
lin, Eld. S.C. Walker, and Eld. C.M. Branson. 
Elders Walker and Branson were elected 
missionary pastors. 
Services were held in a building owned by 
Federated Presbyterian Church. The Brinkley 
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MBC purchased this building, located at 201 
North New York Street, in 1951. 

A spacious brick building, containing 
more than 6,700 square feet, was erected on the 
same property. The first services were held on 
Feb. 14, 1988. 

The following ministers have served as 
pastor: S.C. Walker, C. M. Branson, W.P. Flowers, 
Leo Candler, Rayburn Scott, Howard Upson, 
Glenn Tullos, Cecil Rawlings, Ralph Davis, E.J. 
Pennington, Buford Chilcoat, Ike Thomason, 
Tim Reynolds, and Felton Mason. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Cotton Plant 

Landmark MBC was organized on April 
29, 1956. The charter members were Mr. and 
Mrs. Sonny Bryant, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Hall, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sherman Carrol, Mrs. D. R. Parsley, and Bro. H. 
H. Allen. 

Bro. D. R. Parsley was called as pastor and 
Mrs. Parsley was elected as clerk. 


lp. S. G. Watson, "Recollections of Arkansas", 
Arkansas Evangel, Nov. 30, 1881 


2 Arkansas History Quarterly, Vol. 8, 1949, p. 170.1 


3From this beginning, it should be noted this Asso- 
ciation continued an interest in the preservation of 
Baptist history. In several minutes a detailed state 
of the churches was included, and by 1870 a history of 
the churches of the association was printed in the 
Minute. 


4 They reported the town was passing away due to 
caving of the banks of the Mississippi River. 


SThis church was located 25 mi. SW from Helena in 
Phillips Co., on Coffee Creek. 


©This church was located 20 miles NW from Helena. 


’This church in Monroe Co. met on Mondays, because 
Eld. Hoods four Sundays were taken. 


8This is the first mention of Elder William Henry 
Paslay, who was to have a great influence both in the 
Mt. Vernon, but also in the State Association, as first 
Moderator and chairman of the Executive Committee. 


IwWe have no hint of the content of the lectures. 
However, the ABSC in 1870 invited Dr. Graves to 
present a special series for preachers, termed the 
"Minister's Institute". 


10james P. Eagle was Governor of the State from 1888 
to 1893, was President of the State Convention from 
1880 until 1904, and was also President of the SBC for 
three years, 1901-1904. As Moderator of the decisive 
meeting at Paragould in 1902, he used various parli- 
mentary manipulations in helping the Convention 
forces out-vote the Landmark churches. The general 
consensus is that Gov. Eagle, possibly more than any 
other man, was responsible for the success of the con- 
vention messengers in out-voting the Landmark 
churches and their messengers. 

1 leEid. Gardner usually represented the Orphans 
Home. 

12Pplease see the chapter on Early Leaders in the 
State Association for the biographical sketch of 
William Henry Paslay. 
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The Salem Missionary Baptist Church, 
organized in 1842, is located one mile south of 
Boydsville, Arkansas. In 1853 Salem Church 
sent a call to several sister churches to send mes- 
sengers for the purpose of organizing an associa- 
tion. 

In October, 1853, messengers from Salem, 
New Hope, Bethlehem and Mt. Gilead met at 
Salem Church and formed an Association origi- 
nally known as The Bethlehem United Effort 
Baptist Association. These churches had been af- 
filiating with the Black River Assoc. in SE Mis- 
souri. 


According to Horton Bartlett! the Salem 
Church was organized in 1843 by Elder William 
Nutt, who was buried in the Bethlehem Cemetery 


in 1845. According to R. C. Medaris,2 Elder 
William Nutt first made a missionary tour of 
Crowley's Ridge, north of Wittsburg in 1838. He 
was the first Baptist preacher in the area and 
moved there in 1839 and remained until his 
death in 1845. "He preached all over the Ridge 
portion of the Mt. Zion Association and orga- 
nized churches. He was a good preacher and un- 
tiring in his efforts, and of strong faith." 


SALEM _ 
ISSIONARY BAPTIST 


CHURC 


ORGANIZED ERECTED 


Salem MB Church 

Later in the same publication, R. C. 
Medaris stated (p. 18) that Elder William Nutt, a 
native of Tennessee, walked all the way from 
Shelby Co., TN to preach the Gospel to the people 
of Arkansas. He wrote, "He labored seven or more 
years in Northeast Arkansas as a faithful minis- 
ter of the Gospel of Christ. During his years of 
service he organized the following churches: Mt. 
Zion, Macedonia, Cross Roads, Walnut Camp and 
Bethel. Bro. Nutt walked to and from all his ap- 
pointments... 


"He died in 1845 and his body sleeps in the 
old burying ground at Knob, Clay Co., Ark." 

The New Hope Church, near Pollard, was 
organized in 1846. 

It is thought the Bethlehem Church first 
met in a brush arbor or log building near the site 
of the cemetery. According to Horton Bartlett, (p. 
101-102), "Uncle Jim Smith [a merchant in the 
town of Knob] was the father of the present 
church. He proposed the idea, I have been told, 
and helped to get the church started and built. He 
and his son, Nath Smith, and their family kept 
the church going during the ‘lean years' and were 
always faithful members, working and support- 
ing the church however they were needed...when 
the present building was erected in 1909, there 
were eighteen members of Bethlehem who had 
their names on Salem's church records. After the 
church was completed, they transferred their 
membership to the church here... 

"Up until the new church was built, Beth- 
lehem's membership met for services in the log 
building where Rock Spring's Methodist Church 
assembled, beginning about 1870." 

Mt. Gilead Baptist Church was located in 
Dunklin Co., Missouri, near the Brown's ferry 
crossing on the St. Francis River. 


1854 

The 1854 meeting was with New Hope 
Church. Eld. Peter Nicholas preached the In- 
troductory Sermon, and was later elected as Mod- 
erator. Hampton T. Allen was elected as Clerk. 

Hurricane Church came into the Associa- 
tion by petitionary letter. Hurricane Church was 
located four miles west and one mile south of 
Marmaduke on what is now the Frank Wright 
farm. 

A constitution and articles of faith 
adopted in 1853 were ordered to be printed in the 
minutes. The Association voted to correspond 
with the Black River Association. (see the history 
of the Rocky Bayou Association) Eld. Henry 
McElmurray was the first moderator. 

The four original churches had a total 
membership of 210. 

1855 


The Bethlehem Association of United 
Baptists met with Salem Church, Greene Co. The 
introductory sermon was brought by Eld. G. G. 
Miller, from Eph. 4:3-4. 

John L. Johnson was elected Moderator 
and Albert Seagroves as Clerk. 

At this meeting a resolution was adopted 
which ordered that the word "effort" be removed 
from the name, and "that the body be requested to 
style themselves 'United Baptists'." The word 'U- 
nited' was dropped from the name in 1857 and 
until 1883 the Association was called the Bethle- 
hem Baptist Association. However, in 1883 the 
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name was changed to the Gainesville Baptist As- 
sociation. 

The following churches and messengers 
were present: 

Salem, Wm. Johnson, Jacob Dillinger, J. 
L. Johnson, 3 by experience, 43 members 

New Hope, H. T. Allen, Henry Holcomb, J. 
Nichols, 3 by experience, 52 members 

Bethlehem, Adam Cagle, B. B. Payne, 37 
members 

Mount Gilead, James Babb, Thomas Long, 
C. A. Montgomery, 35 members 

Harricane, Wm. Meredeth, Albert Sea- 
groves, Wm. R. Stars, 8 by experience, 47 mem- 
bers 


Eld. Peter Nicholas 

Eld. Peter Nicholas was born in Tennessee 
in 1810. According to the 1840 U. S. Census, he 
came to Arkansas before 1840. 

In 1846 he joined with Watson Forrest, 
Billy Pollard and others in organizing the New 
Hope Church, near Pollard. He was the first pas- 
tor. New Hope was one of the original members of 
the Association. 

In the early 1870's he moved to Texas. 


1856 

The Fourth Annual Meeting was with 
Harricane Church, Greene Co. The introductory 
message was delivered by Eld. Peter Nicholas. 

Messengers enrolled included: 

Salem, Jacob Dillinger, W. R. Johnson, 
Wm. Johnson 

Newhope, Henry Holcomb, Samuel Figley, 
Peter Watson 

Bethlehem, John Staten, James Miller, 
Adam Cagle 

Mount Gilead, Thomas Long, David Bass, 
George Huddleston 

Harricane, William Meredeth, Wm. R. 
Stars, Albert Seagroves 


Elder Peter Nicholas was elected Modera- 
tor and Albert Seagroves was elected Clerk. Bro. 
M. J. Read was visiting from the Black River As- 
sociation. 

A rather lengthy resolution was presented 
by a minority of Bethlehem Church charging the 
pastor, W. W. Wayne, and the majority had de- 
parted from the Abstract of Principles and rules 
of decorum. The resolution read, in part: 

"Resolved that we consider the doctrine as 
it is preached and held by some of the church to 
be an open violation of the abstract of principles, 
that the Church at Bethlehem was constituted 
upon, as the declaration of faith and principles 
declares, that the Bible as we have it is not the 
Word of God." 

signed by fourteen members 
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The Association responded: 

"It is resolved by this Association that the 
action of the majority of the members of Bethle- 
hem Church in regard to James T. Miller and 
others was entirely illegal and null and void and 
that said majority was at that time and now is, a 
faction of suceeders from the faith and doctrine 
of said church, with whom we as an association 
have no fellowship." 

On motion and second, the vote of the as- 
sociation was taken on the action of the minority 
of the Bethlehem Church and its action was sus- 
tained by the association. 

The statistical table showed: Salem, 3 by 
experience, 39 members; New Hope, 4 by experi- 
ence, 63 members; Bethlehem, 14 members; Mt. 
Gilead, 3 by experience, 36 members, and Harri- 
cane, 2 by experience, 47 members. 


1857 

The Fifth Annual meeting was held with 
Mt. Gilead Church, Dunklin Co., MO. The in- 
troductory sermon was brought by Eld. John 
Slayton, from Pro. 9:1. 

Bro. John Slayton was elected Moderator 
and Bro. Jacob Dellinger was elected as Clerk. 
There were no petitionary or corresponding let- 
ters. Bro. Matthew Reed of the Black River Asso- 
ciation accepted an invitation to be seated. 

The committee on arrangements an- 
nounced that Bro. M. J. Reed would preach Satur- 
day at 11:00 AM. Bro. Miller and Bro. Slayton 
were to preach Saturday night at candle light, 
and Bro. Peter Nicholas and Bro. C. L. Reed during 
the forenoon on the Sabbath, to be followed by 
Bro. Watson, after which the doors of the several 
churches comprising the Association will be 
opened for the reception of members. 


Bro. John M. Pollard? withdrew from the 
association "on account of the action of the asso- 
ciation of 1856 in relation to said association 
sustaining Bethlehem Church." Also Bro. Watson 
Forrest withdrew "in consequence of not seeing 
with the association in regard to the same mat- 
leis 

Also, Elder Peter Nicholas withdrew from 
this association because "he did not wish to take 
the responsibility of the representation of 
Newhope upon himself." 

The statistics indicated: 

Salem, 36 by experience and 6 by letter, 
membership of 72 

Bethlehem, 4 by experience and 3 by let- 
ter, membership of 19 

Mt. Gilead, 1 by experience 

Harricane, 26 by experience, 5 by letter, 
membership of 76 

Newhope (no information) 

1858 

The Sixth Annual meeting was with the 
Bethlehem Church, Greene Co. The introductory 
sermon was delivered by Eld. Peter Watson from 
Mark 13:37. 


1:90 
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Eld. Peter Nicholas arose and requested 
that Newhope Church, who failed to represent of- 
ficially by either letter or delegation, be retained 
as a silent member of this body until next associ- 
ation, in order that she may again represent her- 
self in order. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Antioch Church in Randolph Co., with delegates 
Elder Peter Watson, Bro. Samuel J. Reed, and 
Thomas Casinger, and from Shiloh Church in 
Randolph Co., with delegates Bro. Elcan Crane 
and T. J. Hickey, who prayed admission into the 
association. Said letters received and the right 
hand of fellowship extended to the delegates who 
took seats with us. 

Elder Peter Nicholas was Moderator, and 
Albert Seagroves was Clerk. 

The committee on arrangements an- 
nounced that Bro. Stars would preach Saturday 
at 11:00 AM, and Bro. Samuel Reed to follow. Bro. 
Stars would preach Saturday at candle-light, to 
be followed by Bro. Peter Watson. Bro. Nicholas 
was to occupy the stand on Sabbath at 11:00 AM, 
to be followed by Bro. Peter Watson. 

"Resolved by this association: That we 
recommend to the several churches comprising 
this association, the expediency of contributing 
as the Lord has prospered them for the purpose of 
enabling our ministers to visit and labor with the 
destitute churches of this association." 

The next meeting will be with Salem 
Church, Greene Co. Ark. Bro. Peter Watson was 
elected to preach the Introductory Sermon. 

On the Sabbath, Sep. 26, Bro. Nicholas 
preached to a large and attentive audience from 
Isaiah 66:2 and was followed by Bro. Taylor of 
Mount Zion Association. 

The following statistics were presented: 

Salem, 11 by experience, 5 by letter, mem- 
bership of 88 

New Hope, no intelligence 

Bethlehem, 2 by experience, 7 by letter, 
membership of 27 

Mt. Gilead, 1 by experience, membership 
of 31 

Haricane, 13 by experience, membership 
of. 79 

Antioch, 21 by experience, | by letter, 
membership of 38 

Shiloh, membership of 8 


Antioch Church was located in Randolph 
County, east of Imboden. 

Shiloh Church was located five miles west 
of Corning, about one-fourth mile south of Hwy. 
G7; 

"In 1860 the Association met with Anti- 


och Church‘ in Randolph Co. This was the last 
meeting of which any record was kept until it met 
with Hurricane Church in Greene Co, Arkansas 
in 1867. The Minute of 1860 was numbered as the 
eighth annual session, and the 1867 minute was 
numbered as the eleventh annual session which 


indicates that there were two meetings during the 
Civil War of which no records were kept. 

Eld. John Slayton was Moderator and 
Henry Holcomb was Clerk in 1860. 

A page dated 1861 states, "This page shows 
the place for the ninth annual meeting of the 
Bethlehem Association, but there is no minutes 
and proceedings lost." Following that is another 
note, "And the minutes (or proceedings) of the 
Tenth Annual meeting of the Bethlehem Associa- 
tion is here placed without copying as there is no 
minutes for either of these last two meetings." 

1867 

The next minutes are for the Eleventh 
Annual meeting with the Harricane Church, 
Greene Co., October, 1867, after the Civil War. At 
this session, C. A. Montgomery was elected as 
Moderator and Henry Holcomb was elected Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Chalk Bluff City Church, delegates: N. C. Osburn, 
G. T. Dalton, and Peter Walker. The church was 
accepted and the right hand of fellowship was ex- 
tended to these delegates. 

Also, delegates from the Mt. Zion® Asso- 
ciation were invited to seats, and James B. Stark, 
one of those delegates was selected to preach on 
Sunday at 11:00 AM and Thomas D. Loyd, the 
other delegate was selected to preach at early can- 
dle-light on Sunday, to be followed by John H. 
Williams. The Association voted official Corre- 
spondence status with the Black River Associa- 
tion, with Bro. Langford, C. A. Montgomery and 
John H. Williams to serve as delegates. 

A motion was approved that Elder James 
B. Stark be employed as an itinerant preacher to 
preach in the bounds of this association. 

Mt. Pleasant Church was organized in 
1867 by Elder A. Conner, where the Taylor 
School house now stands. The church was then 
called Indian Creek Baptist Church. About the 
year 1888 the church moved as a body to the town 
of Palatka, about one mile distant. The name was 
then changed to Palatka Baptist Church. Some 
years later the Church moved again to the present 
site, 1.5 miles west of Palatka. There they erected 
their present building and changed the name to 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. 


Henry Holcomb 

Henry Holcomb was born to Asa and Mary 
Holcomb on November 17, 1832 in Shelby Co, TN, 
fourteen miles from Memphis. He moved with his 
parents to Boydsville, Greene Co. (now Clay Co.) 
AR in 1836. The biographical sketch made in 
1912 stated that he lived only twelve miles from 
where he first was located in Arkansas. 

He was married to Esenieth Forest in 
February, 1850. Eleven children were born to 
that union. She died in March, 1867, leaving him 
with several small mother-less children. In May, 
1869 he was married to Sarah F. Merideth. Nine 
children were born to this union. 
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He professed faith in Christ and was bap- 
tized by Elder Peter Nicolas and joined Newhope 
Church in July, 1852. He has lived as a consistent 
member since. He has acted as clerk of Newhope 
for two-thirds of the time since joining in 1852, 
and was still serving as clerk as late 1910. 

In the History of the Gainesville Associa- 
tion, written by G. R. Tyler, assisted by Henry 
Holcomb, printed in 1912, Elder Tyler wrote: 

"He was ordained as a deacon in 1858. His 
life has been exemplary. He is always pleasant. 
He greets everybody with a smile. He has been a 
great power in his church. As a singer he is ex- 
celled by only a few. The writer was his pastor 
two years and I found Uncle Henry to be a friend 
to his pastor. He is an uncompromising Baptist, 
and has been a member of this association since 
its organization in 1853. He is among the oldest 
citizens of Clay County. 

"He has served two terms as tax assessor 
of his county, to the satisfaction of those whom 
he served...He is the father of the noted Rev. J. R. 
Holcomb, who died in 1909. He has served as 
clerk of his association for almost forty years." 

The records state that Bro. Holcomb was 
unable to attend the 1910 session owing to "en- 
feebled health." The note was included, "We miss 
you Uncle Henry, and may the choicest blessings 
of God abundantly rest upon you in your declin- 
ing years.” Bro. Holcomb died in 1917 and was 
buried in the Holcomb family cemetery, east of 
Pollard. 


1868 

Mt. Gilead Church, Dunkin Co., MO was 
the meeting place for the 1868 session, with Eld. 
James B. Stark to preach the introductory ser- 
mon, with Eld. Peter Nicholas as the alternate. 

The 1868 statistics were listed: 

Salem Church, Oak Bluff; messengers: W. 
R. Johnson, John Jones, 34 members. 

Newhope, Chalk Bluff; messengers: 


William Pollard,© Watson Forrest, Henry Hol- 
comb, 74 members 

Bethlehem, Chalk Bluff; messengers: 
Samuel Merideth, B. B. Payne, 83 members 

Harricane, Gainesville; messengers: 
Robert Langford, Thomas Tully, W. G. Nutt, 47 
members 

Mt. Gilead, Clarkton, MO; messengers A. 
Montgomery, John H. Williams, David Bass, 81 
members 

Chalk Bluff, Chalk Bluff; messengers: N. 
C. Osburn, G. T. Dalton, Peter Walker, 28 mem- 
bers 

1870 

The next entry is referred to as "Minutes 
of First Annual session of Bethlehem Associa- 
tion," which was held with the Bethlehem 
Church, Greene Co., Ark. 

The Introductory Message was brought by 
J. W. Pillow, from Eph. 2:19. In the absence of the 


Moderator, Eld. Pillow was elected as Moderator, 
and Henry Holcomb was elected as Clerk. 
A petitionary letter was received from 


Hopewell Church,’ which was selected as the 
meeting place for the 1871 meeting. J. W. Pillow 
was elected to preach the Introductory Sermon, 
with F. E. Alexander as the alternate. 


1871 

The 1871 Session was held with Hopewell 
Church, Greene Co. The introductory sermon was 
preached by J. W. Pillow from Matt. 3:12. J. W. 
Pillow was re-elected as Moderator and Bro. 
Henry Holcomb as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Pleasant Valley Church. 

Visitors seated included Elders A. Cagle 
and A. Passley from MO and Eld. D. Thorn from 
Arkansas. 

Brethren F. E. Alexander, J. W. Pillow and 
R. McLeod were appointed to examine Bro. W. R. 
Johnson at Salem Church in November, 1871, 
and if they found him qualified, to ordain him 
for the ministry. 

The minute states, "Appointed on motion 
that it be inserted in the Articles of Faith that we 
believe in the ordinance of Feet-washing and that 
it ought to be practiced in the churches." 

Eld. David Thorn was selected to preach 
Saturday night, and Eld. David Thorn and A. 
Passley to preach on Sunday. A motion passed to 
correspond with the Mt. Zion and Black River 
Associations. 

The clerk also recorded, "Resolved that 
this association elect someone to preach a ser- 
mon at our next meeting on the duty of the 
churches to her ministers. Eld. J. W. Pillow was 
elected’ 

The following statistics were included: 

Salem, W. R. Johnson, Dalton Watson, J. 
M. Johnson, 39 members 

Newhope, Henry Holcomb, Samuel S. 
Brown, Andrew J. Brown, 98 members, with 26 
received by baptism 

Bethlehem, R. McLeod, John H. Payne, 62 
members 

Hopewell, John Jones, T. Huckaby, J. C. 
Thomas, 52 members, with 21 received by bap- 
tism 

Pleasant Valley, W. R. Warren, F. M. Un- 
derwood, 6 members 

1872 

The 1872 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, Greene Co. The introductory sermon was 
by F. E. Alexander from I Tim. 4:16. 

F. E. Alexander was elected Moderator 
and Henry Holcomb continued as Clerk. 

The representatives from Mt. Zion Asso- 
ciation were Elder David Thorn and Brethren W. 
G. Bonanning and W. C. Johnson. 

1873 

The Association met with New Hope 

Church, October 26. The Introductory Sermon 
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was by Elder Nathan Ramsey. The meeting was 
called to order by F. E. Alexander, Moderator. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Liberty, Concord, New Harricane, New Provi- 
dence, Friendship, Fairview, Spring Grove and 
Corinthian churches. A motion passed to receive 
these churches and give the right hand of fellow- 
ship. 

The Committee on Preaching made the 
following arrangements: . 

Eld. Nathan Ramsey on Saturday, to be 
followed by A. Jackson. Eld. David Thorn on 
Saturday night, to be followed by A. Jackson; Eld. 
L. W. Pillow and H. Lucky on Sunday. 

Friendship Church in Greene Co. was se- 
lected as the next meeting site. Eld. N. Ramsey 
was to bring the Introductory Sermon, with Eld. 
A. Jackson as the alternate. Eld. D. Thorn was 
elected to preach a missionary sermon on Sun- 
day at 11:00 AM and take up a collection for mis- 
sionary purposes. 

As was the case with many churches and 
pastors, most of the preaching had evangelistic 
or moral objectives. Accordingly, in the Associa- 
tion passed this resolution: "Resolved, that the 
pastors of the different churches are requested to 
preach at least one doctrinal discourse to their 
churches each year." 

The statistical table was as follows: 

Salem, W. R. Johnson, L. Watson, J. 
Heathcock, 27 members 

Newhope, Henry Holcomb, S. S. Brown, 
Mark Forrest, 100 members 

Bethlehem, N. E. Davis, W. F. Meredith, 59 
members 

Hopewell, F. Huckaby, A. G. Crocker, J. 
Jones, 71 members 

Pleasant Valley, F. M. Underwood, W. R. 
Warren, 10 members 

Liberty, W. C. Johnson, S. Walls, 28 mem- 
bers 

Concord, J. W. Pillow, F. E. Alexander, 22 
members 

Fairview, Aaron Jackson, W. M. Smith, 
30 members 

Friendship, N. Ramsey, Jas. D. Markham, 
51 members 

Providence, W. G. Bohannan, H. B. Wright, 
34 members 

New Harricane, R. Langford, D. Thorn, 29 
members 

Spring Grove, Thomas D. Lloyd 

Corinthian, William Reed 


1874 
The 1874 meeting was with Hopewell 
Church, Greene Co. The Annual Sermon was 
preached by Eld. David Thorn. 
Letters were read from twelve churches. 
Elder David Thorn was elected Moderator 
and Henry Holcomb was elected as Clerk. 


Visitors included Elder T. P. Boone, Sr. ed- 
itor of the Western Baptist, J. W. Pillow, and W. S. 
Bohanning. 

The Spring River Association was repre- 
sented by Eld. David Wagster. 

The Publications Committee recom- 
mended favorable consideration of The Western 
Baptist, published by Espy Boone at Searcy, and 
The Baptist, published by J. R. Graves as worthy 
to be read and circulated. Also recommended 
were Elder D. B. Ray's textbook on Campbellism 
and Baptist Succession. 

The Committee on Education resolved 
"that we adopt the Smithville Institute located at 
Smithville, Ark. as the school of our patronage." 
Elder David Thorn was appointed trustee to serve 
on the Board of said institution. 

A resolution was passed that the associa- 
tion adopt the Western Baptist as the medium of 
religious correspondence and request the 
brethren to subscribe for it. 

A query was received from Friendship 
Church: "Was the salvation of believers in Christ 
predicated on conditions or was it the result of a 
decree of God the Father before the world began?" 

Another query asked, "Is it right or con- 
sistent for Baptist to affiliate with Pedobaptist by 
asking them to preach in their pulpits or by call- 
ing on them to pray in their meeting?" 

After discussion, both queries were "laid 
on the table." 

Elder J. W. Pillow was elected to preach 
the next Introductory Sermon. 

Churches represented were Salem; New 
Hope, 108 members; Bethlehem; Hopewell, 105 
members; Pleasant Valley, Clayton Co.; Liberty; 
Friendship; Providence, 79 members; Spring 
Grove; Corinthian; Pleasant Grove; Pleasant Val- 
ley, Greene Co.; and Fairview. 


Elder David Thorne 

David Thorne was born in Edgecombe Co., 
NC in 1828. He came with his family to Madison 
County, TN in 1831 and was educated and lived 
there. While living in Hardeman Co., TN, he was 
elected as presiding justice of the county in 1859- 
1860. 

In 1857 he was married to Mary A. Toone 
and to the couple were born five sons and four 
daughters. According to Goodspeed's "History of 
Greene Co." (p. 171), "all have made the Christian 
profession, and the whole family are members of 
the same church--truly a Baptist family." 

Elder Thorne came to Greene Co. in 1871 
and eventually served as county and probate 
judge. The same article stated, "for nearly forty 
years has had membership in a Missionary Bap- 
tist Church, and since 1868 has been engaged in 
the ministry." 


1875 
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The 1875 Annual meeting was with 
Spring Grove, Greene Co. This church was located 
seven miles southeast of Gainesville. T. B. Espy, 
editor of the Western Baptist was appointed to 
preach the Introductory Sermon. 

Elder Nathan Ramsey was elected Moder- 
ator and L. McHaney as Clerk. 

Shady Grove Church, Clay County, pre- 
sented a petitionary letter by Eld. J. W. Pillow. 

A petitionary letter was also presented 
from the Oak Grove Church, Clay County, by F. E. 
Alexander and J. W. Pillow. 

The messengers from New Hope stated 
that these members were organized in a state of 
confusion. The messengers from the petitioning 
church claimed that New Hope had departed from 
the faith. 

By vote the body unanimously rejected the 
petition. However, a committee was appointed to 
visit New Hope and look into the faith and prac- 
tice of the body. Also a committee was appointed 
to visit Oak Grove and examine her irregularities 
and disorder and report the same to the Associa- 
tion. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools 
stated, "We can report but very few regular Sab- 
bath Schools in the bounds of our Association. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Western Baptist. They also recom- 
mended The Battle Flag® as being a sound docu- 
ment. 

The Association agreed to correspond 


with the Black River,? Spring River and Cane 


Creek!9 Associations, and also the State Con- 
vention. 
1876 

The 1876 Annual meeting was at Friend- 
ship Church, southeast of Gainesville. 

Elder Nathan Ramsey was elected as 
Moderator and James D. Markham was clerk. 

Elder A. Jackson who was elected the pre- 
vious year to preach the introductory sermon 
"having fallen asleep in Jesus," Eld. Nathan 
Ramsay, the alternate preached from Exodus 
14:15. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Union Grove, represented by James F. Troy and 
Epsaby, represented by James M. Thorn, James 
W. Hardy and John H. Cole. 

The Cane Creek Association was repre- 
sented by Eld. A. Conner. 

Preaching at this session were: G. Lively, 
James Troy, A. Conner and T. D. Lloyd. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Western Baptist, our state paper, 
published at Little Rock by T. P. Boone and T. B. 
Espy, also The Baptist, published at Memphis by 
J. R. Graves and the Baptist Battle Flag published 
at LaGrange, MO by D. B. Ray. 

"The first official Missionary sent out 
that we have any record of was in 1875. The first 
Mission Report given in 1876 states the difficul- 


ties encountered due to a charge made against the 
missionary, D. Thorn." 

The minutes state the mission report was 
given by Eld. David Thorn, in which he reported, 
"to all human appearances, my mission has been 
a failure." He stated he was charged by some 
brother, and even surrendered his credentials 
and "called in" his appointments. However, he 
reported that at the May conference "I was unan- 
imously acquitted." He stated he had since re- 
sumed his labors as a minister, and had tried to 
act on his honest convictions. 

The special committee appointed the pre- 
vious year to investigate the charges against the 
New Hope Church reported they didn't visit the 
church, "but based on frequent interviews with 
reputable brethren, we are fully satisfied that the 
charges are untenable." 

Elder Nathan Ramsey was appointed "to 
take the field as evangelist within the bounds of 
the Bethlehem Association, to visit the churches 
and set before them the claim of the Missionary 
cause and preach in destitute portions." 

The 1944 history noted, "The Bethlehem 
Baptist Association made an error in the adop- 
tion of the resolution on pulpit affiliation and 
union meetings in 1855, and before 1876 when 
they discarded unification with the pedobaptist 
world they suffered many injuries caused by 
those who claimed to be friends.,..." 

According to the 1876 minutes, a resolu- 
tion was passed on pulpit affiliation recommend- 
ing "to the churches composing this body that 
they discard pulpit affiliations with Pedobaptist 
believing that a solid phalanx an unbroken front 
to be the only means of warding off the injuries 
inflicted on Baptists by the intrigues of feigned 
friends." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Spring River, Mt. Zion, Cane Creek 
and Black River Associations. 

1877 

The 1877 meeting was with Union Grove 
Church, located on the Jacksonport Road, 8 miles 
southwest of Gainesville. 

The Introductory sermon was preached by 
Eld. J. T. Edwards. 

Eld. Nathan Ramsey, the former modera- 
tor, and nominee for the Missionary Sermon, 
"had been called by the Master of Assemblies 
from his labors on earth." 

Eld. J. T. Edwards was elected as Modera- 
tor, Eld. David Thorn as Clerk and H. B. Wright as 
Treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Powell Grove in Craighead Co., and Blooming 
Grove in Clay Co. 

Eld. J. R. Holcomb was elected to preach 
the Missionary Sermon. Eld. Garland Lively also 
preached during the session. 

A corresponding messenger from the Mt. 
Zion Association was seated. 
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The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended the Western Baptist and urged that it be 
adopted as the medium of correspondence for the 
churches of the Association. 

The Report on Destitution recommended 
appointing an Executive Board composed of five 
discreet brethren to meet at least once every three 
months. They also recommended the Association 
appoint an evangelist for at least half the year 
who shall visit among the churches and bring the 
subject of missions directly before them. 


Elder Nathan Ramsey 

The Committee on Memoirs gave a report 
on Elder Nathan Ramsey of Hopewell Church. 
They stated he was a former missionary who had 
been called from his mission on earth. He had 
also served as Moderator of the Association. The 
report stated he was born in 1837, professed faith 
at the age of eighteen, and departed this life April 
24, 1877. 

Eld. David Thorn was requested to pre- 
pare a biography of Elder Ramsey and forward 
the same to Eld. J. H. Burris, Durbonville, TN to 
be inserted in the History of the Ministry of Ten- 
nessee. 

Correspondence was continued with the 
Mt. Zion, Cane Creek and Black River Associa- 
tions. 

Others preaching at this meeting were J. 
M. Rains; J. R. Holcomb, Missionary Sermon; E. 
T. Minton, and David Thorn. 

Again there was a resolution calling for 
an Executive Committee which would meet every 
three months. The report stated, "This committee 
shall have power to employ an evangelist and 
missionary." They were to correspond with the 
Executive Board of the Mt. Zion Association and 
also the Executive Board of the Baptist State 
Convention to get help. 

The subject of correspondence with the 
State Convention was introduced. The Associa- 
tion resolved to send J. T. Edwards and David 
Thorn as delegates. 

Fourteen churches were represented by 
delegates and letters. Four churches were not rep- 
resented. 


H. B. Wright 

Hezekiah B. Wright was born Aug. 5, 1829 
in Hickmon County, TN. He left Tennessee Oct. 6, 
1850 and arrived in Arkansas on Oct. 29. 

"Uncle Hezekiah," as he was called pro- 
fessed faith in Christ and was baptized in Aug., 
1855 by Elder James Miller. He was married 
three times and had a large family of children. He 
filled a number of prominent places as a citizen, 
serving his county two terms as coroner, and was 
very prominent in his church relations. He was a 
strong Baptist, and did perhaps as much for his 
association as anyone in it during his service of 
57 years. He was the first treasurer of the associa- 
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tion and has filled various offices in it and was a 
great character in his church relations."! 1 


1878 

The 1878 Session met with New Hope 
Church, Clay County, seven miles southwest of 
Chalk Bluff. 

Eld. Garland Lively brought the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from Matt. 16:18. Eld. J. T. Ed- 
wards brought the Missionary Sermon. Other 
messages were brought by Eld. A. Conner, repre- 
senting the Cane Creek Association, and Eld. J. 
H. D. Carlin, missionary from the Black River 
Association. 

Eld. J. N. Richardson was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. Henry Holcomb was elected as 
Clerk. 

Also present was George S. Brinkerhoft, 
Missionary for the American Sunday School 
Union. 

Eld. J. R. Holcomb was elected as mission- 
ary. It was recommended that one brother from 
each church be appointed on an Executive Com- 
mittee, said committee to take up collections at 
their respective churches and pay it over to the 
missionary of this association. The salary was 
set at $33.33 per month. 

Brethren Henry Holcomb, William Pol- 
lard and J. N. Richardson were appointed as a 
committee "to assist our missionary in getting up 
an outfit (horse and buggy) to start out on the mis- 
sion as soon as possible.” 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Mt. Zion, Black River and Cane 
Creek Associations. 

Apparently the issue of alien immersion 
continued as a problem, with the following reso- 
lution being presented: "Resolved that we recom- 
mend to the churches of this Association not to 
receive alien immersions in the reception of 
members." 

The Executive Committee was comprised 
of a member from each of the fourteen churches. 


J. R. Holcomb 

John Riley Holcomb was born in Clay 
(then Greene County), Arkansas, October 6, 1850, 
the son of Henry and Lena Holcomb. He professed 
faith in Christ in 1867 and joined Newhope Bap- 
tist Church the same year and was baptized by 
Elder J. B. Stark. 

He was ordained to the full work of the 
Gospel ministry in the year 1876. The Presbytery 
for the ordination was composed of Elders A. 
Conner and Garland Lively and Samuel 
Merideth, deacon. 

He was employed as the first regular asso- 
ciational missionary of the Bethlehem Associa- 
tion in 1879 at a salary of $400 annually. 

He was one of the greatest talented 
preachers that has ever been in Northeast 
Arkansas, though his education was limited; as a 
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Scripturist he was equaled by none in the coun- 
try. 

Bro. Holcomb was a man of unusual size, 
weighing almost four hundred pounds, but he was 
active in the ministerial work until a few months 
before his death, Oct. 9, 1909. He was buried at 


New Hope, his old home church. | 2 


1879 

The 1879 Session was held with Bloom- 
ing Grove Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
delivered by Eld. J. N. Richardson. Eld. Richard- 
son was elected as Moderator and Henry Holcomb 
continued as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Macedonia Church. 

Corresponding messengers from Cane 
Creek Association were Elders A. Conner and T. 
J. Watson. 

The Report on Publications recommended 
The Baptist, published by J. R. Graves, and The 
Western Baptist, our state paper. 

The Report on Domestic Missions stated, 
",..We are at a loss to say in a report like this what 
we think would be effective in carrying out the 
design of this mission. Former systems of sup- 
porting the cause of missions seem to have met 
with but little encouragement." 

Possibly the pessimism of that report is 
understandable, when Eld. J. R. Holcomb gave the 
following report for 8.25 months of service: Miles 
traveled 1335, sermons preached 146, exhorta- 
tions given 42. For this effort, Eld. Holcomb re- 
ceived $70.10 from the churches and $20.00 from 
the executive committee. (The agreement made 
the previous year was for a salary of $33.33 
monthly) 

The Association made a call for voluntary 
contributions to aid in the mission work, where- 
upon $79.00 was pledged. 

Elder J. R. Holcomb was re-elected as mis- 
sionary. 

Evidentially the churches were still hav- 
ing problems with alien immersion and pulpit 
affiliation. The following resolution was passed: 
"Resolved, that we recommend to the churches 
not to recognize alien immersion in the reception 
of members." 

A total of seven queries were received 
from the churches and considered by the messen- 
gers. Query six asked, "Is a church in Gospel order 
that will retain a pastor who will invite minis- 
ters of other denominations to affiliate with him 
in his pulpit and advocate the reception of alien 
immersions." The query was taken up and an- 
swered in the negative. 

Corresponding messengers were delegated 
to the Black River, Cane Creek, and Mt. Zion As- 
sociations. 

Elder David Wagster from the Spring 
River Association preached at this session. 
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1880 


The 1880 meeting was with Providence 
Church, five miles northeast of Gainesville. El- 
der John R. Holcomb preached the Introductory 
Sermon and Eld. J. N. Richardson preached the 
Missionary Sermon. 


Apparently, we have no information on 
the 1881 meeting. 


1882 

The 1882 Annual Session was held with 
Friendship Church, Greene Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was by Eld. David Thorn. 

Eld. Garland Lively was elected Moderator 
and J. D. Markham was elected as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Hope Church. 

Corresponding messengers were Eld. 
Meeks Owen from Mt. Zion and Eld. J. F. Mills 
from Friendship Church. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Arkansas Evangel, our State paper; 
The American Baptist Flag, edited by D. B. Ray, 
St. Louis, and The Tennessee Baptist, edited by J. 
R. Graves. 

The Report on Domestic Missions rec- 
ommended "that this association appoint five 
persons to act as executive committee of the body 
and that they be requested to appoint some suit- 
able person to labor as missionary... 

"We would furthermore recommend that 
the Executive Committee of this association con- 
fer with the board of missions of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. We would further rec- 
ommend that the missionaries of our association 
report all labor performed to the Secretary of the 
State Board that it may be spread upon the min- 
utes of the State Convention." 


Elder Garland Lively 

Garland Lively was born in Monroe Co., 
AR, Feb. 10, 1848. He became a member of a Bap- 
tist church in 1872. 

Elder Lively was liscensed by the 
Hopewell Church in 1873 and was ordained in 
1874 by Pleasant Valley Church. 

He did as much or perhaps more mission- 
ary and pastoral work than any other preacher 
in the association. As a pulpit orator he was 
above average. He was logical and eloquent. As a 
Baptist he was purely orthodox. Elder Lively was 
one of the strongest defenders of the faith in 
Gainesville Association. 

Elder Lively was first moderator of the as- 
sociation in 1882 and served as late as 1905, al- 
though not consecutively. 

He served as pastor of the following 
churches: Pleasant Valley, 3 years; Hopewell, 10 
years; Friendship, 5 years; Rector, 2 years; Pig- 
gott, 2 years; Salem, 7 years; Blooming Grove, 8 
years, and others. His career in the ministry was 


divinely blessed. 13 
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1883 

The 1883 Annual Session was held with 
Providence Church, four miles northeast of 
Gainesville, Greene Co., Aug. 18, 1883. The Intro- 
ductory Message was preached by Eld. J. R. Hol- 
comb. 

The following note was on the fly-leaf of 
the minute: "Next session of Gainesville 
(formerly Bethlehem Association) to be held with 
Salem Church, near Boydsville, Clay County, 
Arkansas" 

Elder Garland Lively was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. D. Markham continued as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Miller's Chapel. Objections were raised by the 
messengers of Macedonia Church. A committee 
of five was appointed to investigate the objec- 
tions. 

Later in the session the special committee 
recommended "that the body reject said letter." 
They recommended that the two churches try to 
"effect a reconciliation between themselves be- 
fore the next session of this body." However, be- 
fore this session adjourned, the minutes reported 
the "matter of the petitionary letter of Miller's 


Chapel Church was taken up. A reconciliation be- 
tween Macedonia Church and Miller's Chapel, 
having been effected, a motion carried to receive 
the latter into the association." 

S. Cornelius of Little Rock, State Sunday 
School Missionary, was seated as a messenger. At 
10 AM on Sunday he "delivered a sterling Sunday 
School lecture, and at 11 o'clock preached to a 
large congregation." 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Baptist Flag, The Tennessee Baptist 
and The Arkansas Evangel, our State denomina- 
tional paper." 

A resolution was passed "that the name of 
the association be changed from Bethlehem As- 
sociation to Gainesville Association. 

Salem Church, near Boydsville, was se- 
lected as the next meeting place. 


The previous minutes were hand written 
in a journal. The 1883 minute was printed--the 
printing was poor. Since this is the last session of 
the Bethlehem Association until 1921, the Table 
of Statistics is presented: 


Church Messengers Pastor Mbrs 
Blooming Grove _ G. Lively, B. R. Barber, W. C. Wagster G. Lively 64 
Hopewell G. W. Collier, T. H. Freeman, B. A. Moore J. R. Holcomb 110 
New Hope E. T. Underwood, Henry Holcomb, J. R. Hol- J. R. Holcomb 113 

comb 
Salem H. W. Cagle, E. L. Beason G. Lively 43 
Providence H. B. Wright, E. J. Teague, N. W. Hampton 130 
Friendship R. A. Weatherly, J. D. Markham, J. J. Barton J. T. Edwards 77 
Liberty S. Walls, E. L. Moore, W. C. Johnson E. L. Moore 31 
Macedonia H. C. Oxley, W. Riley, W. L. Saunders E. J. Teague 14 
Fairview J. T. Edwards, R. E. J. Rainwater, H. H. Cole J. T. Edwards 42 
Union Grove I. N. Dowell, G. H. Faulkner 37 
Spring Grove T. D. Lloyd, Thomas Williams J. F. Mills 34 
Pleasant Grove S. A. Hopkins, J. F. and Z. T. Fletcher G. H. Faulkner 2 
Epsaby J. M. Thorn, J. T. Thorn, Wiley Hardy G. H. Faulkner 30 
Miller's Chapel J. F. Mills, F. Hardy 14 


The Witts Chapel Church was organized in 
1884 by Elder Isaac Witt. Charter members were 
Mr. and Mrs. Elias McMurtrys, Mrs. Betty Mc- 
Naff, Cpt. John Maynard, Sr., Mrs. Bettie Bemis, 
Mr. W. M. Hurley, R. E. Anderson, Mrs. E. A. 
Austin and Harney Justice. 

In reviewing the records of the Gainesville 

Association, it appears the association continued 
to follow the pattern of the Bethlehem Associa- 
tion for several years. However, after 1900 many 
new churches were added. 
Dr. W. A. Clark was a visitor at the 1889 meeting 
and brought the Introductory Messages in 1892 
and 1895. However, it appears the Landmark 
cause was never permitted to be heard in the 
Association. In fact in the 1904 meeting a 
resolution passed "that no report which has for 
its purpose the endorsement of the State 


Convention or General Association be considered 
by this body. 

Significantly, Ben M. Bogard was present 
at the 1904 meeting and preached on Friday 
evening. He was also present at the 1905 meeting. 
However, as the resolution stated, there was no 
debate or discussion of the State Mission pro- 
gram, and the Orphan's Home at Texarkana was 
never mentioned. After about 1912, the proceed- 
ings of the Association took on a definite "con- 
vention" format, and glowing reports were made 
in favor of Convention programs. At the 1915 
meeting J. S. Rogers spoke on "New Testament 
Programs for Arkansas Baptists" and at the 1919 
meeting, the Annual Sermon, delivered by Eld. 
Edward Stovall, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Piggott, was titled, "The Meaning of the 
Baptist Seventy-five Million Campaign." 
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Summary of meetings of the Gainesville Association 


Clerk 

J. D. Markham 
J. D. Markham 
David Thorn 
J. D. Markham 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
R. H. Dudley 

R. L. Reaves 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
Henry Holcomb 
C: D. Morriceé 
C. D. Morrice 
C. D. Morrice 


Carl Bishop 


Year Church County Moderator 
1884 Salem Clay Garland Lively 
1885 Hopewell Greene Garland Lively 
1886 Union Greene J. T. Edwards 
1887 Friendship Greene Garland Lively 
1888 New Hope Greene Garland Lively 
1889 Rector Clay Garland Lively 
1890 Rock Hill Greene Garland Lively 
1891 Fairview Greene J. R. Holcomb 
1892 First Bap., Gainesville Greene J. R. Holcomb 
1893 Salem Clay J. R. Holcomb 
1894 Friendship Greene J. R. Holcomb 
1895 Hopewell Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1896 Rock Hill Greene Garland Lively 
1897 Blooming Grove Clay J. T. Edwards 
1898 New Light Clay J.D.J. Faulkner 
1899 Piggott Clay Garland Lively 
1900 Hopewell Greene Garland Lively 
1901 Marmaduke Greene Garland Lively 
1902 Friendship Greene Garland Lively 
1903 Union Grove Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1904 Pleasant Grove Greene Garland Lively 
1905 Salem Clay Garland Lively 
1906 New Hope Clay J.D.J. Faulkner 
1907 Spring Grove Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1908 Fairview Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1909 Hopewell Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1910 Brown's Chapel Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1911 Blooming Grove Clay J.D.J. Faulkner 
1912 Friendship Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1913 Marmaduke Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1914 Sec. Bap., Paragould Greene J.D.J. Faulkner 
1915 Post Oak Clay C.DeMorrice 
1916 Rector Clay J.D.J. Faulkner 
£917 Rockhill Greene L. J. Covington 
1918 2nd. Bap., Paragould Greene T. B. Rouse 
1919 Friendship Greene T. B. Rouse 
1920 Piggott Clay Edward Stovall 
1921 Blooming Grove Clay E. Z. Newsom 


Elder G. H. Faulkner 

Eld. G. H. Faulkner was father of Eld. 
J.D.J. Faulkner who served as Moderator for sev- 
eral years, and also Elder G. D. Faulkner, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, No. Little Rock. 

G. H. Faulkner was born near Raleigh, N. 
C. on October 24, 1838. He moved to Tennessee in 
his early days. He was married to Miss B. F. Mar- 
shall, July 10, 1859. 

He professed faith and joined the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church in 1870. They moved to 
Greene Co., AR in 1874 and settled in the Union 
Grove Neighborhood near the old Crowley post 
office. 


W. L. Weatherford 


Eld. Faulkner was ordained to preach by 
the Fairview Baptist Church in 1876, from which 
time he was actually engaged in the ministry and 
pastoral work until his death. He was pastor of 
Epsaby Church about 30 years. 

J.D.J. Faulkner was born in Sardis, MS. 
He was licensed to preach in May, 1878 and was 
ordained to the full work of the ministry by 
Union Grove Church, July 25, 1880. He served as 
associational missionary, and also as Moderator 
from 1895 until 1916, although not consecu- 


tively. le 


Continuing the Bethlehem Association 


According to the 1944 history, several 
churches withdrew from the Gainesville Associa- 
tion, and continued as a Landmark Association 
using the former name, Bethlehem Association: 


"In 1921 a division was brought about in 
the Gainesville Baptist Association over the 
churches affiliating with the Southern Baptist 
Convention...A part of the churches that refused 
to be drawn further under the yoke of bondage 


joys) 
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met with the Bethlehem Missionary Baptist 
Church in October of 1921, and assumed the old 
name, Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Associa- 
tion. 

"On Wednesday before the first Sunday in 
October, 1921, messengers from the following 
churches met with Bethlehem Church: Salem, 
Providence, Pleasant Grove (Hickoria) Cache Val- 
ley, McDougal, Liberty, Stonewall, Hopewell and 
Post Oak. 

"This was not a new organization... these 
churches only resumed work on the old line, and 
refused to cooperate with the Southern Baptist 
Convention. They assumed the original name, 
and also the original principles adopted by the 
Association in 1853." 

1922 

The Second Annual session met with 
Salem Church, near Boydsville, on Sep. 28-29. 
Eld. J. N. Settlemoir, of Piggott, preached the 
Introductory Sermon and was re-elected Modera- 
tor. Bro. J. D. Wright was re-elected as Clerk. 
Elder Settlemoir preached the Introductory Mes- 
sage in 1907. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Home, Stonewall and Bethel churches. 

Others who preached during this session 
were Elders James Stairs and R.E.L. White. 

The Committee on Publications reported, 
"We recommend as good literature and worthy of 
our patronage the Arkansas Baptist Commoner 
[should be Baptist and Commoner], published at 
Little Rock, and which we should especially cher- 
ish as our own state paper. For our Sunday 
Schools, we recommend the Landmark litera- 
tires: 

The Committee on Sunday Schools stated, 
"we urge every church in this association to orga- 
nize a Sunday school and recommend that they 
use Landmark literature." 

Elder Pat Hayden gave the following mis- 
sionary report: 150 sermons preached, 29 exhor- 
tations, 84 conversions, and 45 baptized. 

600 copies of the minutes were to be 
printed, and the clerk was allowed $14.66 for ex- 
penses of printing and his services. 

The Statistical Report showed the follow- 
ing churches for 1922 and the pastor and messen- 
gers for 1923: 

New Home, bap. 2, 55 members, messen- 
gers John Stairs, W. D. Brewer, W. O. Johnson 

Salem, bap. 7, 69 members, messengers J. 
H. Bronson, Lee Fields, J. W. Dobbin; Pat Haden, 
pastor; messengers Pat Haden and Sis. Graves 

Bethlehem, 49 members, messengers J. W. 
Vowell, E. C. Johnson, Mrs. Viola Williams; Pat 
Haden, pastor; messengers J. N. Ladyman, E. D. 
Cooper, J. Vowell 

Providence, bap. 17, 136 members, msgr's 
B. F. Brewer, Sis. Arlie Brewer, R. E. L. White; J. N. 
Settlemoir, pastor; messengers W. A. Weatherly, 
E. Wright 


Cache Valley, bap. 16, 29 members, msgr's 
N. T. Davis, J. B. McDade, Earline Conley; W. T. 
Owens, pastor; messengers N. T. Davis, Sis. 
Ernest Parrish 

Pleasant Grove, bap. 33, 50 members, 
msgr's T. L. Cate, W. R. Rabourn, H. E. Christian; 
W. F. Alexander, pastor; messenger C. E. Cate 

Bethel, bap. 5, 48 members, messengers J. 
T. Meherg, Lee Hopper, Rosie Hopper; messenger 
J. T. Meherg 

Post Oak, bap. 1, 70 members, messengers 
Ezra Garrett, C. D. Holcomb, Jack Griffon 

McDougal, 10 members, messengers Sis. 
Mary McCollum, F. Bennett, O. L. Walker; R. E. L. 
White, pastor; messengers P. B. Farrow, Lena 
Farrow 

1923 

The 1923 Annual Session met with Provi- 
dence Church, Greene County. 

The Minute for this year, and in succeed- 
ing years contained the following: 

Statement of Facts 

"The Gainesville Association was once 
Bethlehem Association for a number of years and 
the work was done on the old survey by the 
churches for a number of years, but a germ was 
sown in this body that hatched centralized pow- 
ers, delegating and centralizing from the church 
into the hands of a Board, taking the God-given 
rights from the church, and Christ the great head 
and law-giver forbids it. Therefore, we can follow 
no farther from the old survey, but we have re- 
turned to the old survey and the name we held 


when Jesus was Boss."!5 

Eld. Pat Hayden preached the Introduc- 
tory Message. The officers were re-elected. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Stonewall, B. F. Brewer, pastor; messen- 
ger A. H. Worthan 

Delaplaine, E. D. Cooper, pastor; messen- 
gers W. J. Igleheart, J. C. Collins 

Victory Grove, 165 members, S. N. Dickin- 
son, pastor; messenger N. E. Melton 

Hopewell, 165 members, Pat Haden, pas- 
tor; messengers E. R. Cooper, W. G. Johnson, T. 
Coln 

Liberty, 18 members, J. N. Settlemoir, 
pastor; messengers J. J. and E. E. Gardner, John 
Fahr 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "first of all, the Bible; next, the Baptist 
and Commoner, edited by Ben M. Bogard...and 
the Baptist Flag by T. F. Moore, Fulton, KY. These 
are good papers, and contend faithfully for the 
old survey." This report was signed by J. N. Set- 
tlemoir. 

The Report on Home Missions stated 
"...seeing the great need of the old time gospel be- 
ing preached, we recommend that our churches 
cease to pay their money to boards and high-col- 
lared secretaries and all board machinery, and 
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pay it to the true preacher who is battling for the 
truth and genuine salvation by grace." 


Bro. Cate also preached at this session. 


Current River Association 

The history of the Bethlehem Association 
would not be complete without noting the merger 
of the Current River Association in 1938. 

At the 1938 meeting a petitionary letter 
was presented by the Current River Association 
and the five churches in the Association: Datto, 
Mt. Pleasant, Pleasant Grove, Landmark, and 
Witts Chapel. 

Although the Petitionary letter asked for 
a consolidation of the two associations, a "mo- 
tion carried that the body be received and the 
messengers from the respective churches be 
seated,..but continuing as the Bethlehem Baptist 
Association. 

The Current River Association was orga- 
nized October 7, 1881 at Antioch Baptist Church, 
1.5 miles south of Reyno. The original members 
were Antioch, Liberty and Mt. Pleasant west from 
Randolph County; Mt. Pleasant east and Shiloh 
from Clay County; and Emmaus from Missouri. 
With the possible exception of Liberty, these 
churches had been representing in the Cane 
Creek Association, with which the Bethlehem 
Association consistently corresponded. 

The sermon was preached by Anthony 
Foster. The presbytery for the organization was 
made up of A. Conner, J. J. McGuire, F. C. Trice, 
and J. A. Leroux, clerk. The new association 
adopted the Rules of Decorum, Articles of Faith 
and Covenant of the Cane Creek Association. 

Other churches which soon united in- 
cluded: 

Moark and Union, 1883 

Hopewell, Salem and Hazeldell, 1888 

Corning and Landmark, 1889 

New Hope and Black River, 1890 


The Association meet with Antioch 
Church in 1888. Visitors included Eld. J. N. Hall 
who preached twice, and Dr. J. W. Conger, who 
injected much about Ouachita College into the 
education report. 

It was also noted that a change was made 
in publications. Heretofore, year after year the 
American Baptist Flag, published in St. Louis 
and the Tennessee Baptist, published in Memphis 
by Dr. J. R. Graves had been recommended. This 
year the report added, "with the exception of the 
communion theory he advocates." But also at the 
1888 session was added, "The Arkansas Baptist of 
Little Rock and the Sunday School literature of 
the Baptist Book House of Little Rock." D. W. 
Reynolds and R. V. Parker, both laymen, volun- 
teered to attend the May, 1889 meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Memphis. 

The 1889 meeting was with Shiloh 
Church in Clay County. Elder W. A. Clark from 
Little Rock "was the distinguished visitor. He was 
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elected to preach the Introductory Sermon" and 
also preached another sermon during the ses- 
sion. Five representatives were appointed to the 
Baptist State Convention in Little Rock. 

At the 1890 meeting, Elder W. A. Clark 
was again present and preached twice--Saturday 
night and Sunday. At the request of the Associa- 
tion, the Sunday message was on "Missions." 

The 1896 session was with the Mt. Pleas- 
ant, West, Church. Elder J. J. McGuire was elected 
Moderator. Seventeen churches with a total of 
700 members were represented at this meeting, 
the most in the history of the Association. 

In the History of the Current River Baptist 


Association, Leroy Carson Tedford!® summa- 
rized (p. 12): "For many years following 1901 
practically all the churches in this association, 
and perhaps all the preachers with only one or 
two exceptions, took sides with the Landmark 
movement. But the doors were not locked against 
the Convention representatives, for we find they 
visited the annual meetings and were heard." 

The 1904 meeting was with the church at 
Reyno. Elder Ben M. Bogard was present and 
preached the Introductory Sermon, on the subject 
of "Works and Grace." Tedford (p. 12) noted, 
"Some of the churches took definite action during 
those days to sever relationship with the 'Con- 
vention’, others took no action on this point." But 
it wasn't until 1922 that the Association divided. 


The 1907 meeting was with the Landmark 
Church, according to Tedford (p. 13), "one of the 
churches which had gone on record as opposed to 
the Convention...The sentiment in this session 
was predominantly on the side of the Landmark 
group. A collection for State Missions was taken 
and by act of the association all money collected 
in that association were [sic.] to be turned over to 
S. W. Abernathy, State Missionary for the Land- 
mark group. Among the resolutions passed was 
one to this effect: 'That the churches of the asso- 
ciation discontinue any financial cooperation 
with the State Convention’. There is no evidence 
in the minutes these matters were debated, but 
there were brethren present who were definitely 
on the side of the Convention." 

Tedford (p. 13) reported the 1911 meeting 
was held at Biggers, and was also "dominated 
largely by Landmark views. Elder Ben M. Bogard 
was present and preached twice, and an offering 
was taken for the 'Texarkana Orphanage’. The 
Arkansas Baptist and Baptist Flag, both 
Landmark papers then, were the only papers rec- 
ommended. The only college mentioned in the 
reports was Buckner College--a Landmark college 
in western Arkansas. But again, F. T. Turner, a 
Convention employee, was present at this meet- 
ing and preached a sermon." 

The 1917 meeting was with Moark 
Church. Tedford stated (p. 13), "A change is no- 
ticed here--the Convention interests were given 
much more consideration...The reports on For- 
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gave facts and figures on the Convention-sup- 
ported work. There was no record of any tension 
or strife between the two groups." 

The 1918 report on Sunday Schools, ac- 
cording to Tedford (pp. 13-14), stated, "every Sun- 
day School should use Baptist literature of its 
own choice, which is to show that both groups re- 
spected the rights and privileges of the churches 
to use either Convention literature, or Associa- 
tion literature." Both the Orphans Homes at 
Texarkana and Monticello were recommended as 
worthy of support." 

The decisive meeting was held in 1922 
with the Shiloh Church. Tedford reported (p. 14), 
"The minutes of that meeting do not reflect any 
tension or controversy, but it is reported that the 
churches opposed to the Convention withdrew 
and made plans for a separate meeting held com- 
posed of the following churches--Datto, Union 
(near Walnut Ridge), Independence (Mo.), Pleas- 
ant Grove (later called Palatka), and Landmark. 
R. L. Powell was elected moderator, S. W. Aber- 
nathy clerk and B. E. Smith treasurer. This asso- 
ciation took the name Current River Missionary 
Baptist Association, and continued to meet as a 
separate association until 1938, when it was 
united with Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Asso- 
ciation." 


In giving a history of the churches in this 
Association, two very provocative suggestions 
were made by Leroy Carson Tedford. The first had 
to do with the Salem Church. This history went 
back to the original establishment of the Salem 
Church on the small Fourche-a-Thomas Creek, 
near the Hix's Ferry crossing the Current River. 
Tedford also wrote (p. 55), "Eld. Caleb Lindsey and 
his son, John Young Lindsey, are said to have 
preached there and assisted in the constitution of 


that church."! 7 

Tedford (p. 56) quoted History of Missouri 
Baptist by Douglas, "Black River Association was 
organized in 1835... These churches were Black 
River, Big Creek, Bear Creek, Cherokee, Columbia 
and Greenville. Elder Henry McElmurry was 
moderator. The first two meetings were with 
Greenville and the next with Columbia (1837)." 

Tedford concluded’ (p: 56),/""The Salem 
Church doubtlessly by that time had come to be 
known by the name of the community in which it 
was located. Court house records in Pocahontas 
show that James Garrett was given credentials to 
preach Aug. 5, 1847, at Columbia United Baptist 
Church by William Haliburton and William Sut- 
Lies 

Tong stated (p. 94) that the Black River 
Association was "one of the most destitute fields 
in Southeast Missouri--extending from the 
southern part of Madison county, southward 
through Wayne, Stoddard, Dunklin, and west- 
ward into Butler county." However, he did men- 
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tion Elder William Settle as being a minister in 
the Association. 

Later the community was changed to 
Columbia and finally became a part of Pocahon- 
tas. Then the report added, "The Columbia church 
in the Black River Association organized in 1835 
was thought to have originally been the Salem 


Church. The 1837 meeting was at Columbia."!8 
The testimony of Eld. David Orr and his mis- 
sionary team, who preached throughout the area 
in 1827-1829, also on behalf of the Bethel Asso- 
ciation in Missouri, contradicts this suggestion. 

The other notable observation focused on 
the Cherokee Bay Church, located near Reyno. 
This was also one of the six churches which or- 
ganized the Black River Association in Wayne 
County, Missouri in 1836. 

Tedford stated (p. 56); “Elder Henry 
McElmurry was elected moderator of this new as- 
sociation. He seems to have held membership in 
the Cherokee Bay Church. One of the oldest 
records in the courthouse at Pocahontas sheds 
light on this. From it we learn that Henry 
Slavens was ordained to preach for the Cherokee 
Bay church described as a 'United Baptist Church 
of Christ,’ December 4, 1836 by Henry McElmurry 
and Sherwood Winningham, elders...We also find 
by Elders William Mason and William McEl- 
murry of the 'Cherokee Bay Church of Jesus 
Christ, commonly known as the United Baptists.’ 

"It is possible that this same church later 
took the name of Antioch, for the minutes of 
Bethlehem Association of United Effort Baptists 
for the year 1858, show that Antioch Baptist 
Church of Cherokee Bay, Randolph County, pre- 
sented a letter to the association and was ac- 
cepted. The messengers were Thomas Cassinger 
and Samuel Reed. It was represented the next year 
with S. W. Watson and A. W. James as ‘delegates’. 
The membership was 36, and the postoffice was 
Cherokee Bay. The Bethlehem Association met 
with this Antioch Church in 1860. John Slayton 
was elected Moderator. Peter Watson was still 
pastor. We can only guess where this church was 
located, as Cherokee Bay was the only postoffice 
between Black River and Pocahontas, and much 
of what is now Clay County was Randolph County 
theng) 


As an afternote, it might be observed that 
the Gainesville Association continued as a strong 
association for several years, but by the latter 
part of the 1920's, the number of churches had de- 
creased to eight. 
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Salem Missionary Baptist Church 

Salem MBC was organized in 1842 by Eld. 
Sherrod Winningham, a missionary of the Black 
River Association in MO, and Eld. William Nutt. 
Salem MBC is the oldest church in Clay Co. [see 
the biographical sketch of Eld. Nutt and more in- 
formation on the history of the church at the be- 
ginning of this chapter] 

It is thought Eld. Winningham preached 
the first message. Elders Nutt, Winningham and 
Lloyd did the preaching during the church's first 
few years. 

Eld. Sherrod Winningham was ordained 
by Cherokee Bay MBC. This church first repre- 
sented in the Black River Assoc. in MO. The four 
churches that formed the Bethlehem Assoc. had 
also fellowshiped in the Black River Association. 

Other early pastors of Salem include EI- 
ders James Hayden, J. R. Holcomb, J. K. Pate, 
Garland Lively, J. L. Pinkston, E. D. Cooper, 
R.E.L. White and R. L. Powell. 

Salem took the lead in the organization of 
the Bethlehem Assoc. in 1853. 

The church is located one mile south of 
Boydsville. A frame building was erected in the 
late 1860's or early 1870's using square nails. It 
was remodeled several times. 

On March 24, 1974 Salem Church voted to 
build a new church building. The first service was 
held in the building on Sep. 15, 1974. 


Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church 

Bethlehem MBC was organized in 1852 
near Nob, AR. Bethlehem was a charter member 
of the Association, both in the 1853 original or- 
ganization, and in the 1921 re-organization as a 
Landmark Association, "because she saw the 
need of fellowship on scriptural basis." 

Early stalwart members were Jim and 
Lizzie Smith, Nate and Tinnie Smith, J. N. Lady- 
man, Ed and Lizzie Johnson, Harrison and Leona 
Dortch, Henry and Jola Dortch, Dewitt and Ada 
Huckabay, Amon and Anna Pruett, Enoch and 
Lola Lucy, Henry Thomas and wife, Nealy Lucy 
and wife, and the Sale family. 

Early pastors included Elders R.E.L. 
White, J. N. Robertson, Clark Vincent, Herman 
Graves, Shelly Cooper, J. N. Settlemoir, and Pat 
Hayden. 

Nothing is known of the first buildings of 

the church. Since there is an old cemetery by the 
present church site, there was probably a log 
building in the area. Eld. William Nutt, pioneer 
missionary in the area, was buried in this ceme- 
tery in 1845. 
The present building was constructed in 1909. As 
the work on the building was progressing, the 
workers were surprised by a shot from a nearby 
wooded area, aimed at the workers. It was said 
that the building of a Baptist Church in the com- 
munity was unwelcome. 
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Providence Missionary Baptist Church 

Providence MBC was organized in 1866. 
Charter members were Hezekiah Wright [see the 
biographical sketch], his wife and two sons, New- 
ton and Jasper; Squire Bohanan; James and Ben- 
jamin Lax; Eliza Haneline and his wife; and 
Tabitha Rutledge. 

Early pastors included Elders J.D.J. 
Faulkner, G. A. Crocker, E. D. Cooper, J. R. Stan- 
fill, J. L. Pinkston, J. N. Settlemoir, R.E.L. White, 
and Pat Hayden. 

The church originally met at a location 
one mile south of Gainesville. In 1885 the church 
was moved to the present location, two miles east 
of Lafe. In the 1890's the original building and the 
church records burned. 

Providence began fellowship in the Asso- 
ciation in 1872. 

A new frame building was constructed 
and stood until 1953, when it was replaced by the 
present building. A few years ago, classrooms 
were added to the building, and the building was 
bricked. A fellowship hall was added in 1990. 


Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church 

The exact date the church was organized is 
not known. According to the Minute, the church 
petitioned the Association for membership in 
1870, and the Association met with Hopewell 
Church in 1871. Sometime in 1870 a "Meeting 
House" was built about one-half mile south and 
1.5 miles west of the present location. 

Pastors of the church included Elders E. 
D. Cooper, J. L. Pinkston, R. L. Lewis, T. B. Rouse, 
J.D.J. Faulkner and Pat Hayden. 

In 1891 one acre of the present church 
property was purchased and a new building was 
erected in 1892. In 1911 the church purchased 
another acre and the building was remodeled in 
1933. 

This building was torn down, and the pre- 
sent building was built in 1950. Four Sunday 
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School rooms were added in 1960. A parsonage 
was built in 1961, and a Fellowship Hall was 
added in 1990. 


Wanderers' Home Missionary 
Baptist Church, Piggott 


Wanderers' Home MBC was organized in 
1872. The church is located in Clay Co. The origi- 
nal name was "Concord Church." 

There were three charter members: John 
Rochell, Amelia Dillow, and "Lige" Berry. The 
group met in various homes, until a building was 
built in 1893 at the present location. They said, 
"The wanders' have come home,” and named their 
church Wanderers' Home. 

Daniel Dillow and wife donated the land 
for the church in 1900. The present building was 
built in 1940. Sometime in the late 1950's Sunday 
School rooms were added. 

Early Ministers were J. R. (Pomp) Hol- 
comb, J. W. Pillow, W. H. Gossett, J. S. Hayden 
and J. N. Settlemoir. 


Post Oak Missionary Baptist Church 

The Post Oak MBC was organized in July, 
1885, in a log school house about one-half mile 
SW of its present location. Eld. J. R. Holcomb was 
instrumental in the organization of the church. 
He preached in the school building for more than 
a year as a missionary. New Hope Baptist Church 
assisted with the organization. Charter members 
were Bro. Larkin Staggs, Sis. Sophia Staggs, Bro. 
D. A. Lemons, Sis. Mary Lemons, Sis. Emma 
West, and Sis. Nora Grogan. 

Bro. J. R. Holcomb served as pastor until 
his death in 1909. Other pastors included C. A. 
Holifield, W. T. Owens, J. L. Pinkston, J. A. 
Staires, and R. M. Smith. 

The original building was built in 1906. 
The building was remodeled in 1957, and class- 
rooms were added in 1960 and 1965. In 1984 some 
classrooms were remodeled and made into a fel- 
lowship hall. 


Datto Missionary Baptist Church 

Datto MBC was organized April 6, 1902, in 
the new town of Richwoods. Eld. J. A. Wheatly 
met with the following brethren and sisters who 
were interested in organizing a new church. 
There were from Shilo, Reyno, and New Hope: 

Brethren Oscar Brown, Milton Brown, W. 
A. Brown, W. H. Denton, H. N. Gowen, W. A. 
Gowen, John Jackson and Van Vassar; and Sis- 
ters Frances Brown, Annie Brown, Mattie Gowen, 
Fannie C. Deaton, Minta Gowen, Linda Malone, 
Cona Oarks, Eunice Parker, Sallie Vassar, Mary 
W. Rawlings, Zora Rawlings, Sisie Rawlings and 
Hattie Rawlings. 

The church was first named Richwoods, 
but the name of the town was changed to Datto, 
and the church assumed that name. The church 


fellowshipped in the Current River Assoc. until 
the merger into the Bethlehem Assoc. in 1938. 

The church built a new red brick building 
in 1947. The church has since constructed a fel- 
lowship building with restrooms, and added 
Sunday School rooms. 


New Home Missionary Baptist Church 

The New Home MBC was organized in 
May, 1902, at Slavens Creek. The charter mem- 
bers came from Providence Church, as follows: J. 
T. Nowell, Nancy Nowell, Ebren Nowell, W. F. 
Brewer, M. S. Brewer, J. A. Brewer, W. J. Brewer, 
J. H. Staires, M. K. Staires, E. J. Brewer, Eliza 
Brewer, A. J. Brewer, Arthur Brewer, Nancy 
Brewer, Minnie Brewer, W. N. Hampton, Belle 
Hampton, Sedalie Hampton, Maudie Hampton, 
Weslie Hampton, J. L. Dortch, Jewel Dortch, W. T. 
Staires, Martha Staires, James Staires, Mary 
Staires, W. N. Staires, Frenchie Staires, N.D.J. 
Brewer, and Alcie Brewer. 

Pastors of the church included Elders J. T. 
Nowell, J: Y. Tyler, J. A. Staires; G. R/ Tyler, R. E: 
McGowan, J. R. Hall, C. C. Gasskill, G. A. Crocker, 
C. B. Maltbie, J. R. Stanfield, J. L. Pinkston and 
Pat Hayden. The church met at the original loca- 
tion for 25 years until 1927. The building was 
remodeled in 1953, and was air-conditioned in 
1974. 


Pleasant Grove Missionary 


Baptist Church 

The Pleasant Grove MBC was organized by 
Eld. R. L. Powell on Sep. 6, 1907. This church is 
located ten miles NW of Corning, in the Bun- 
combe Community, on the MO-AR state line. 

Charter members were Grant Lamb, 
Sarah Lamb, Ola Lamb, Mae Lamb, M. J. Stevens, 
A. J. Bickers, B. C. Smith, and others whose 
names were not available. 

Eld. R. L. Powell was the first pastor and 
Robert Black was the first church clerk. Other 
pastors have included Elders W. J. Mock, Herbert 
Johnson, J. M. Stephens, J. C. Gryden, T. L. Cate, 
W. O. Owens, and C. A. Holifield. 

This church was in the Current River As- 
sociation until the merger in 1938. 

The original building was built soon after 
the church was organized. The building was re- 
modeled in May, 1963. Eld. R. L. Powell preached 
the dedication service in the newly remodeled 
building. 

Bro. R. L. Powell died Feb. 7, 1967 at the 
age of 98. 


McDougal Landmark 


Missionary Baptist Church 
The McDougal MBC was organized March 
13, 1921. The church was the result of preaching 
done by Eld. J. N. Settlemoir at the McDougal 
school house. 


Bethlehem Association, NE 


The charter members were Brethren J. N. 
Settlemoir, Oscar L. Walker, P. B. Farrow, and 
Albert Davis, and Sisters O. J. (Jane) Settlemoir, 
Marry A. McCullum and Lelia Farrow. 

Eld. Settlemoir was the first pastor, and 
served until 1923. Eld. R.E.L. White of Mar- 
maduke was pastor for 19 years. Other pastors 
included W. T. Owens, Silas Roberts, C. M. Bran- 
son, Shelly G. Cooper, H. C. Delaney and J. C. 
Wilkes. 

The church built their first building in 
1928. That building was used until a new building 
was completed in 1957. A fellowship hall was 
added later. 


Hickoria Missionary Baptist Church 

Hickoria MBC was organized one mile 
west of Hickoria in September, 1921. The minis- 
ters who led in the organization were Elders R. E. 
Sharpe and S. W. Abernathy. The church was 
first named Pleasant Grove, but later the name 
was changed because another church in the Asso- 
ciation was also named Pleasant Grove. 

Members in the organization were: A. M. 
Bearden, T. L. Cate, Nora Cate, C. E. Cate, Ada 
Miller, and Myrtle Woods. 

Some of the people had been members of 
Black River Church, which had disbanded. 

Early pastors included Elders E. B. Moore, 
Finis Alexander, R.E.L. White, J. C. Wilkes, Her- 
man Graves and Roy Brady. 

The church held services in the Martin 
School house until 1936, when they purchased a 
store building at Hickoria. A new building was 
built in 1945. 


Cotton Belt Missionary Baptist Church 

Cotton Belt MBC, 3 miles north of 
Paragould, was organized on Sep. 15, 1933. Eld. 
A. B. Thomas held the revival which resulted in 
the organization. He was also the first pastor. 

There were twelve charter members from 
Providence, Unity, and New Friendship Baptist 
churches. During the first two years of the 
church, 121 were received for membership, 
mostly by profession of faith and baptism. 

Other pastors were Frank Ridgeway, C. M. 
Branson, T. J. Merchant, P. I. Tinker, George 
Croy, Kermit Crow and Roy Brady. 

Land was bought next to Cotton Belt 
School on Jan. 27, 1934. The plans were drawn by 
Bro. A. B. Thomas who was a carpenter. The 
building was dedicated March 9, 1940. Additional 
rooms were completed in 1987. 


Boydsville Missionary Baptist Church 
The Boydsville MBC was organized on Au- 
gust 18, 1940. The forty-one charter members 
were from Salem MBC.: 
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Hardin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Omer Bearden, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bearden, Mr. 
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and Mrs. Lee Bateman, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Bate- 
man, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Wickham, Bro. and Mrs. 
W. T. Owens, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Walker, Mr. 
and Mrs. Luther Bearden, Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie 
Ozier, Mr. and Mrs. Esmer Bearden, Wonona 
Owens, Lessie Owens, Clarence Bateman, Al- 
mareta Bateman, Audrey Pinkston, Dovie 
Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. J. Henry Branson, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. T. Branson, Mr. Claude Bateman, 
Irene Bateman, Bro. and Mrs. C. M. Branson, 
Lavon Wickham, Roy Little and Minnie Hardin. 

Bro. W. T. Owens served as moderator, 
Bro. C. H. Walker was elected as church clerk, and 
Eld. R. L. Powell was the first pastor. 

Others pastors included Elders M. N. Greg- 
son, A. B. Thomas, C. M. Branson, Mike Chad- 
wick, and Eddie Gene Wright. 

A white frame building was erected facing 
Highway 90. Later it was remodeled; the front was 
bricked, classrooms and restrooms were added. 


Tokio Missionary Baptist Church 

Tokio MBC was organized about 1946 in 
the Tokio Schoolhouse, about two miles north of 
Marmaduke. 

Eld. C. M. Branson, missionary for the 
Bethlehem Association, led in the organization. 
Other pastors were E. E. Davis, Herman Graves, 
Mike Chadwick, Basil Burrows, D. W. Chadwick, 
Junior Small, and James Keel. 

Names of early members included Bro. 
and Sis. Will Vaden, Bro. Johnny Toone and wife, 
Alma, Sisters Leona and Faye Burkheart, Bro. 
Marvin Huckabay and wife, Eunice, and family, 
Bro. Ford Kennedy and Wife, Charlene, and fam- 
ily, Bro. Bert Busby and wife, Lorene, and family. 

The church continued to meet in that 
building until about 1952, when a new building 
was erected at the same location. At present, only 
Sunday School is held in the building. 


Grace Missionary Baptist Church 
Corning 

The Grace MBC was organized Feb. 16, 
1957, by the authority of Calvary MBC, Hazen. 

Bro. Ralph Cunningham, missionary sent 
out by Calvary MBC, Hazen, led in the organiza- 
tion. Other members were Bro. Tarrell Parrish, 
Sis. Verna Parrish and Sis. Eardeal Cunning- 
ham. Seventeen others joined as charter mem- 
bers. 

The following men have served as pastor: 
Ralph Cunningham, Tarrell Parrish, Penn 
Moran, Jake Box, J. C. Wilkes, Ewell Hargis, Du- 
ane Lawrence, Walter Jones, T. J. Anderson, Mar- 
tin Skarda, Billy Woods, Adrian Parker, Ray- 
mond Watkins, and Bobby Ball. 

The church first met in a store building on 
Main Street until construction of the church 
building was completed. The dedication and open 
house was held June 26, 1960. Later seven class 
rooms and a fellowship hall were added. In 1968 
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the home adjacent to the church was purchased 
as a parsonage. 

In 1972 Grace assumed sponsorship of the 
mission in Pocahontas. The mission organized 
as Trinity MBC in 1975. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Piggott ‘ 

Calvary MBC was organized July 1, 1962. 
Trinity MBC, West Memphis was the sponsoring 
church. Charter members were: Bro. Glen Whit- 
lock, Sis. Wilma Whitlock, Sis. Verna Parrish, 
Sis. Crela Kay Parrish, Bro. Sherron Jeffers, Sis. 
Ruby Jeffers, Sis. Myrna Ruth Jeffers, Eardeal 
Cunningham, Sis. Nina Fred, Bro. Roger Fred, 
Bro. Sterling Taylor, and Bro. Gail Fred. 

Bro. Ralph Cunningham was called as 
missionary-pastor. Others pastors have been 
Sherron Jeffers, John Montgomery, Dexter Pre- 
ston, Roy Brady, Owen Little, Danny Self, W. K. 
Roach, Jr., and Charlie Ellison. 

A frame building was erected, which was 
later used as a parsonage when the present 
church plant was completed. The present build- 
ing was dedicated on July 24, 1977. Classrooms 
and a fellowship hall were added in 1992. 


Hillcrest Missionary Baptist Church 
Paragould 

Hillcrest MBC was organized on August 5, 
1964, under the leadership of Eld. Homer Parker, 
State Missionary. Grace Baptist Church, Jones- 
boro, was the sponsoring church. 

The mission met in the American Legion 
Building for one year, until the church was orga- 
nized and a permanent building was erected. 
There were 22 charter members. 

On Sep. 1, 1965, the church voted to fel- 
lowship in the Bethlehem Association. 

Bro. Parker resigned as missionary-pas- 
tor on Feb. 6, 1966, and Bro. Eddie Gene Wright 
was called as pastor. He has continued as pastor 
since that time. Bro. Wright is a descendent of 
Eld. Hezekiah Wright (see biographical sketch). 


Trinity Landmark Missionary 


Baptist Church, Pocahontas 

Trinity MBC was organized October 6, 
1973. The church was a mission effort of the 
Bethlehem Association, under the sponsorship of 
Grace MBC in Corning. 

Charter members were Joe Tanner, Doris 
Tanner, Joan Tanner, Melvin Landers, Pat Lan- 
ders, Sherri Matheny, Jerry Matheny, Richard 
Tanner, Janice Tanner, Vastena Obarts, Janie 
Obarts, Janice Jansen, Glen Obarts, Tommy Tay- 
lor, Donna Taylor, Pam Taylor, Paul Satterfield, 
Virginia Satterfield, Ethel Maxwell, Bertha 
Maxwell, Edna Maxwell and Agnes Maxwell. 

The church met in a store building for 
over a year, before buying property previously 


owned by the New Testament Church of God, one 
and one-fourth miles east of Highway 67. 

These men have served as pastors: Melvin 
Landers, Rick Ford, Harry Masters, Delmer 
Shirley, Earl Stoner, and Harold Grisby. 


Victory Missionary Baptist Church 
Coming 

Victory MBC was organized on Oct. 3, 
1987, under sponsorship of Victory MBC, New 
Caney, Texas. 

Charter members were Tommy and Con- 
nie Baxley, Steve and Annette Hester, Bud and 
Muriel Hester, Lavern and Jean Reed, and Thersa 
Cobb. As of Nov. 1, 1987, the church had 28 char- 
ter members. Bro. Bill Tyler was called as 
missionary-pastor. 

After meeting for several weeks in Bax- 
ley's store building, the church purchased six lots 
on the corner of Cherry Street and Gregory Lane. 
Work was started on the new building in Decem- 
ber, 1987, and services were held in the building 
on April 3, 1988. 

After Bro. Tyler resigned on March, 7, 
1990, the church called Bro. Bill Morris as pas- 
tor. 


Bethlehem Association, NE 


205 


1 Horton Sigma Bartlett; Knob: Its History and Folk- 
lore, p. 103 


2 Rev. R. C. Medaris, Historical Sketch of the Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church, Greene Co., AR, published at 
Jonesboro, October 1, 1927. R. C. Medaris was pastor of 
the church. 


3 According to the 1860 census, John M. Pollard was 
born in NC about 1820. He died before the 1870 census, 
but his widow, Mariah remained in the community. 


4Please see the note on the Cherokee Bay Church 
near the end of this chapter. 


SThe Mt. Zion Church was organized in 1840 by Elder 
William Nutt, who also organized Macedonia, Cross 
Roads, Walnut Camp and Bethel. According to an- 
other source, he also organized Salem Church near 
Boydsville. The Mt. Zion Association was organized 
in September, 1852. 


© According to the 1870 census, William Pollard was 
born in NC about 1822. His wife, Amey, was also born 
in NC. 


7 Leroy Carson Tedford reported (p. 59), "Isom Amos 
was ordained July 6, 1858 by Hopewell Church, and 

Isaac Hobbs and R. O. Tribble composed the pres- 

bytery. The record is found in the court house in Poca- 
hontas. It was located perhaps in the southern or 
western part of Randolph County as R. O. Tribble 
lived in Couch, Missouri. 

SH. F. Tong (p. 206-207) stated, "It first made its ap- 
pearance in LaGrange, Missouri, January, 1875 under 
the name of the Baptist Battle Flag. The place of 
publication was removed from LaGrange to St. Louis 
in 1877..." The paper was edited by D. B. Ray. 

IThe Black River Association, in Southeast Missouri, 
was organized in 1835. Elder Henry McElmurry was 
the first moderator. A sketch of Elder McElmurry may 
be found in the chapter on the Rocky Bayou Associa- 
tion. 

10The Cane Creek Association, in Southeast Mis- 
souri, was organized in 1857 from five churches dis- 
missed from the Bethel Association. 

lle rR. Taylor, Brief History of Gainesville Baptist 

Association, pp. 42-43. 

12G R. Taylor, p. 43. 

13G_R. Taylor, pp. 43-44. 

lat epee Taylor, p. 44. 

15The 1958 Minute stated that was the 105th Annual 
Session of the Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Associ- 
ation. This would mean the meetings were being 
counted from the 1853 organizational meeting. How- 
ever, it should be noted that the Association failed to 
hold annual sessions ten years since 1853. 


16Tedford was a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Southern Baptist Historical Society; a member of 
the Arkansas Baptist History Commission, clerk of 
the Current River Baptist Association, and pastor of 
the First Baptist Church in Corning. 

17There is no evidence to substantiate these sugges- 
tions. Caleb Lindsey was a deacon. John Y. Lindsey 
was not licensed to preach until 1841. 

18 According to H. F. Tong, Historical Sketches, there 
was a Columbia Church in the Cane Creek Associa- 
tion. 


Judson Association 


According to the records of the Pine Bluff 
Church, that church petitioned the Saline 
Association for membership when it met at New 
Hope Church in Dallas County in 1854. The 
records of the Saline Association confirm this. 
Aaron Yates, pastor of New Hope, was listed as 
clerk of the Saline Assoc. A Bethsadia, Hopewell, 
Friendship, Princeton, Pleasant Hill, New Hope, 
Spring Hill, Samaria, and Tulip Church are also 
listed. 

Thus it should be evident that most of the 
churches making up the Judson Association had 
previously fellowshipped in the Saline Associa- 
tion. The 1848 meeting of the Saline Assoc. and 
the organizational meeting for the ABSC were 
with the Brownsville (Tulip) Church in Dallas 
County. The 1851 meeting was with Bluff 
Springs, which was noted as being formerly 
named Manchester. 


The 1856 meeting was with Salem Church 
in Washita, Co. 


1857 

The Third Annual Session met with 
Bethel Church, Bradley County. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. Wm. M. Lea. Eld. J. 
T. Craig was Moderator and W. M. Daniel was 
Clerk: 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Mt. Arrarat, Bradley Co.; Richland, Jefferson Co.; 
and Shady Grove, Ouachita Co. 

A corresponding letter was received from 
the Liberty Association and a corresponding 
messenger was received from the Bartholomew 
Association. 

The Report of Eld. R. J. Coleman, agent for 
the Association, was not received due to his ab- 
sence. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Saline, Liberty, and Bartho-lomew 
Associations. 


The 1858 session was to be held with the 
Pine Bluff Church. 


Preaching on the Sabbath were: Elders J. 
T. Craig, A. Yates, Robert Pulley, and Wm. M. Lea. 

Some insight into the Pine Bluff work is 
gained from the report on the Pine Bluff Mission, 
dated Aug. 31, 1857: 

"As your Executive Committee on this 
mission we Say: 

We made three engagements with different 
ministers to take charge of the Mission, in the 
early part of the year, but all disappointed us; at a 
late date, we engaged Elder H. M. Wilkinson, who 
entered on his work on the 5th day of August, and 
we can say his labors have been very much 
blessed, and the prospects are flattering. The sys- 
tem is a good one, and we doubt not, if carried out, 
will result in doing great good in building up the 
cause of truth. We subjoin his first report to us." 

Lewis S. Reed 
J.B.P. Alexander 


To the Executive Board of the Pine Bluff 
Mission: 
Dear Brethren: I have been on the mission 
but a short time, and of course my report is a 
short one. I entered on my work on the Mission 
the 5th day of August. I have preached 22 ser- 
mons, gave one lecture on Baptism, baptized 13 
persons, aided in constituting one church on the 
Mission, and ordaining 2 deacons; sold 2379 
pages of denominational reading; traveled 155 
miles. And I can say the prospects are very flat- 
tering on the mission, and by the help of the Lord, 
I doubt not but lasting good will be the result of 
your system to give the word of life to the desti- 
tute. It is decidedly the most efficient means of 
sending out the truth I have ever seen. 
Yours in Christ, 
H. M. Wilkinson 


Statistical Table--1857 


Church Pastor ; Mbrs. 
Samaria Dallas R. M. Thrasher Ly 49 
New Hope Dallas A. Yates 12 52 
New Harmony Dallas A. Yates 1 20 
Bethel Bradley J. C. Tomme 26 
Pine Bluff Jefferson Wim. Lea 18 72, 
Pleasant Hill Hot Springs J. Mailey 56 
Friendship Calhoun J3C. Lomme 3 31 
Mt. Zion Calhoun J. C. Tomme 43 
Cold Water Calhoun 13 
Bethsadia Calhoun G. B. Talbott 26 
Shady Grove Dallas G. B. Talbott 1 34 
Spring Hill Jefferson R. J. Coleman 48 
Mt. Arrarat Bradley J. C. Tomme ae 
Richland Jefferson H. M. Wilkinson 3 16 


Judson Baptist Association 
Princeton Dallas R. J. Coleman 4 a7. 
Tulip Dallas R. M. Thrasher 29 
Salem Ouachita 45 
Shady Grove Ouachita J. Hartwell 10 
Hopewell Dallas R. M. Thrasher 13 


Messengers from Pine Bluff: Wm. M. Lea, I. & J. Holcomb; Springhill, J. J. Randolph, G. Taylor, J.L. 
Wafford; Richland, W. H. Bradshaw, J.D. & Thomas O'Kelly. R. J. Coleman organized Providence Church 
in 1858, and was first Moderator of the Pine Bluff Association in 1861. R. M. Thrasher moved to the 
Malvern area and organized Magnet Cove, and several other churches. 


1859 

The 1859 (Fifth Annual) Session was held 
with the Princeton Baptist Church, Dallas Co. 
The Introductory Message was brought by Eld. 
Solomon Gardner, from Eph. 2:19-20. 

W. M. Lea was elected Moderator and 
William Daniel was elected Clerk 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Bartholomew, Red River and Saline As- 
sociations. 

The Executive Board for the Pine Bluff 
Mission was J.P.B. Alexander, W. H. Bradshaw 
and J. L. Hunter. There were also Ouachita and 
Calhoun Missions, but nothing was reported as 
being done in these areas. 

The next meeting was scheduled for 
Springhill Church, described as located east of 
the Saline River, near Lea's Ferry Road. 

Corresponding Messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Red River, Bartholomew, Saline 
and Liberty Associations. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. W. M. Lea, from Matt. 28:18-20. Others 
preaching for this session were: Peyton R. 
Smith, J. V. McCulloch, James Gunter, R. J. 
Coleman, Miles L. Langley, Sol Gardner, J. T. 
Craig, and J. R. Graves. 


The Minute stated, "On motion Elder J. R. 
Graves was invited to a seat with us as minister 
and officer in the Sabbath School Union." This 
may have been Grave's first visit to an Arkansas 
association. 

Elected to preach for the 1860 session 
were: Introductory Sermon, Eld. G. B. Talbot; alt, 
R. M. Thrasher; Missionary Sermon, Eld. H. M. 
Wilkinson; alt. A. Yates 

Delegates appointed to the ABSC were R. 
J. Coleman, H. M. Wilkinson, A. Yates, W. M. Lea, 
and Wm. Daniel. 

The Report on Publications stated, "We 
heartily approve the Editorial course of the 
Arkansas Baptist ... that we still as much as ever 
approve the Tennessee Baptist, as a bold and 
fearless exponent of the distinct principles of 
Baptists, which have ever characterized us as a 
people since Apostolic times." 

The report of Missionary H. M. Wilkin- 
son listed: traveled 1311 miles, 81 sermons, 
baptized 38, and labored 124 days on the mis- 
sion. He stated, "My field is widening, and I have 
more calls than I can fill. Your system on mis- 
sions, in my judgement, is a good one." 


1859 Statistical Table 
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County Church Mbrs. Pastor Post Office 
Dallas Samaria 48 R. M. Thrasher Tulip 
Dallas New Hope 64 A. Yates Princeton 
Dallas New Harmony 22 J. B. Yager Freeo 
Bradley Bethel 24 S. Gardner Warren 
Jefferson Pine Bluff 112 A. Pomroy Pine Bluff 
Hot Springs Pleasant Hill 72 J. Manley Midway 
Calhoun Friendship 43 J. C. Tomme Hampton 
Calhoun Mt. Zion 35 A. S. Johnson Hampton 
Calhoun Coldwater EI J. S. Thomas Camden 
Calhoun Bethesda 22 A. Yates Chambersville 
Dallas Shady Grove 30 G. B. Talbot Stover 
Jefferson Springhill 94 Joab Watson Brooks 
Bradley Mt. Arrarat 8 J. C. Toome Como 
Jefferson Richland af H.M.Wilkinson Richland 
Dallas Princeton 55 R.M.Thrasher Princeton 
Dallas Tulip 29 Not represented 
Ouachita Salem 80 J. S. Thomas Freeo 
Ouachita Shady Grove 8 

Dallas Hopewell ie 

Jefferson Providence 59 R. J. Coleman Pine Bluff 
Drew Mars Hill 17 A. S. Johnson Mars Hill 
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Jefferson Mt. Zion 18 J. S. Taylor Lehi é 
Dallas Anchor ARS) S. Stephenson Arkadelphia 
Dallas Temperance Hill 14 G. B. Talbot Tho's Store 


1861 

The 1861 session met with Mt. Zion 
Church in Calhoun County. The Introductory 
Sermon was delivered by A. Yates from ,Matt. 
6:10. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Alabama Church, Dallas Co.; Zion Church, 
Bradley Co.; and Mt. Pleasant Church, Calhoun 
Co. 

Eld. A. Yates was elected as Moderator 
and Robert M. Thrasher as Clerk. 

W. H. Bradshaw was received as a corre- 
sponding messengers from the newly formed 
Pine Bluff Association. The Bartholomew Asso- 
ciation also sent a corresponding messenger. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Saline, Bartholomew, Liberty, Red 
River, and the Pine Bluff Associations, and also 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 

The Committee on Documents reported, 
"...we find the following churches report they 
have organized a new association, known as the 
Pine Bluff Association: Pine Bluff, Good Hope, 
Providence, Spring Hill, Red Bluff, Orion, Anti- 
och, and East Union. 

The next session was set for the Alabama 
Church, located in the western part of Dallas Co. 
on the road from Camden to Little Rock. The in- 
troductory message was to be preached by Eld. E. 
H. Lindsey, with R. M. Thrasher as the alternate; 
the Missionary Message was to be preached by 
Eld. A. Yates with John S. Thomas as the alter- 
nate. 

John S. Thomas had labored 125 days on 
the Calhoun Mission. He reported 40 baptized, 
one Sabbath School organized, and he had sup- 
plied as pastor for a church in Union County in 
the Liberty Association. 

A resolution passed urging the "pastors of 
the different churches...be requested to preach a 
sermon on missions, at some suitable time dur- 
ing the next associational year and take up a col- 
lection for missionary purposes, and report the 
several amounts at the next session of this body, 
and, also, how the same is to be applied." 


1868 

The next session for which minutes are 
available was the 1868 meeting with New Har- 
mony Church in Dallas Co. It should be assumed 
the Association failed to meet for several years 
during the Civil War, but a later action does indi- 
cate a meeting between the 1861 and 1868 meet- 
ings. 

The Introductory Sermon was brought by 
Eld. Wm. E. Dunn from Titus 2:1. Eld. A. Yates 
was elected as Moderator and William Daniel 
was elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 


Petitionary letters were received from 
Edinburg Church, Bradley Co., and Liberty 
Church, Calhoun Co. 


Bro. M. Bozeman! presented a letter and 
minute from the Red River Association. 

Preaching at this meeting were Elders S. 
Gardner, J. T. Craig, E. H. Lindsey, A. Yates, M. P. 
Calloway, and J. O. Browning. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Red River, Saline, Bartho-lomew, 
and Pine Bluff Associations. 

The Association took up the request of 
the Princeton Church to reconsider the subject of 
Feet Washing. The result was, "Resolved, That we 
rescind so much of the action of last Associa- 
tion, as applied to feet washing, among Chris- 
tians, as a duty." 

The next session was set to meet with 
Canaan Church in Calhoun Co., 8 miles south- 
east of Hampton. Eld. J. O. Browning was elected 
to preach the Introductory Sermon. Eld. A. Yates 
was elected to preach at 11 AM on the Sabbath on 
"Perseverance of the Saints" and Eld. S. Gardner 
was to preach at 3 PM on "Perpetuity of the 
Church." 

1870 

The 1870 meeting was held with New 
Hope Church, Dallas Co. Eld. G. B. Talbot 
preached the Introductory Sermon from I Cor. 
3:9 and Neh. 4:19, "The Work of the Church." 

Spring Hill Church, Bradley Co., pre- 
sented a petitionary letter. 

Eld. A. Yates was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. E. H. Lindsey was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers included Eld. 
Wm. M. Lea from the Pine Bluff, and Eld. R. M. 
Thrasher from the Saline Associations. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders Haws H. Coleman from I John 3:14, Sol 
Gardner from Psalm 48:12, 14; Wm. M. Lea from 
Luke 22:29-30; R. M. Thrasher from Eph. 6:4; J. 
P. Langley from John 17:4, E. J. Vance from 
John 3:16, E. H. Lindsey from Acts 16:30-32, and 
J. B. Yeager from Jonah 3:2. 

Clerks note: "At the same times the col- 
ored people were supplied with preaching by wor- 
thy ministers." 

Another Clerkiss mote: “Pld. kane 
Thrasher is now a Sunday School Missionary 
and Colporteur...and in the employment of the 
A.B.P. Society, is ready to go to any church or 
community in the State to organize a Baptist 
Sunday School. His address is Rockport 
[Malvern], Arkansas. 

Resolved, "That we recommend to the 
churches of this Association the use of the 
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Southern Psalmist, a hymn book published by 
the S.W. Publishing House, Memphis, Tenn." 

Resolved, "That we heartily approve and 
recommend The Baptist, edited by Rev. J. R. 
Graves, Memphis, Tenn." 

Resolved, "That it is the decision of this 
Association that the immersions administered 
by Pedo-Baptist and Campbellite ministers are 
invalid." 

Delegates were appointed to meet with the 
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Correspondence was returned to the Red 
River, Saline, Pine Bluff and Bartholomew As- 
sociations. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported "there are nine Churches which have 
schools in successful operation, while quite a 
number have none. The Churches that have no 
Sabbath school need to be aroused to the impor- 
tance of the subject." 


Arkansas’ Baptist State Convention in 
November. 
1870 Church Information 

Church County Messengers Pastors Post Offices 
Pleasant Hill Clark J.M. Wells, J.P. and S. S. Langley J.M. Wells Arkadelphia 
Alabama Dallas W.E. Dunn, J.P. Copeland, S.J. Russell W.E. Dunn Princeton 
New Hope Dallas A. Yates, J.S. Mann, B.W. Daniel W.E. Dunn Princeton 
Anchor Dallas W. Cates, A. Bettirs, R. Jones A. Yates Princeton 
Hopewell Dallas J.A. Verser, H. Bland, C.R. Holoway Princeton 
Princeton Dallas J.E. Wood, J. Bowers, W.P. Benson A. Yates Princeton 
New Harmony Dallas J.B. Yeager, T. Patterson, J. Grizzle A. Yates Holly Springs 
Salem Ouachita E.H. Lindsey, J. W. Harris, R. P. Byars E.H. Lindsey Freo 
Cold Water Calhoun’ J.P. Yeager, J.R. Holomon, W. Robertson E.H. Lindsey Camden 
Mt. Pleasant Calhoun _L.O. Miers, B.N. Hultsman, M.P. Cal- M.P. Cal- Chambersville 

away away 
Friendship #1 Calhoun  G.H. Thompson, E. P. Gaines, Mont- G.B. Talbot Hampton 

gomery 
Friendship #2 Calhoun’ J.J. Tarrin, W.M. Garrett, J.J. Wisinger M.P. Cal- Hampton 

away 

Canaan Calhoun’ G.B. Talbot, S.G. Abernathy, G.B. Talbot, Hampton 

S.G. Bayless 
Bethesda Calhoun H. Gray, R. Files, S.Z. Harnesberger E.H. Lindsey Chambersville 
Zion Bradley J.H. Overton, N.S. Gunn, D.C. Tomme S. Gardner Mt. Elba 
Gravel Hill Bradley | W.W. Hopson, P.H. Files, W.T. Rodgers S. Gardner Eagle Creek 
Edinburg Bradley = _ J.T. Craig, J.J. Mosley, J.R. Tomme J.T. Craig Eagle Creek 
Bethel Bradley S. Gardner, T.W. and M.A. Mosley Sol Gardner Eagle Creek 
Spring Hill Bradley H.A. Gill, N.H. Bonds, R.N. Rice J.T. Craig Leonark 
Shady Grove’ Dallas B. Crabb, D.D. Richardson, J. Nutt M.P. Cal- Chambersville 

away 
1871 The report on the "Colored population" 


The 1871 meeting was held with Gravel 
Hill Church, Bradley Co., one mile north of the 
Princeton and Warren road, and three miles east 
of Smith's crossing, on Moro. Eld. E. H. Lindsey 
preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. J. T. Craig was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. E. H. Lindsey was elected as Clerk. 

The following corresponding messengers 
were seated: Eld. J. B. Searcy, Bartholomew; Eld. 
R. M. Thrasher, Saline, and Eld. Samuel 
Stevenson, Pine Bluff. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders R. M. Thrasher from Matt. 28:19-20, J. B. 
Searcy from Acts 1:8, and J. T. Copeland. 

The following query was presented, 
"what course should be pursed by a Church with 
a member, who refuses to attend, after having 
been repeatedly requested by a Church to attend 
on said day." Answer, "The Association advises, 
that if the member still persists, or refuses, to at- 
tend, he should be excluded." 


stated, "They are accountable beings, accountable 
to God, they are to be saved or lost. It is our duty, 
being Churches of Christ to labor for their 
Eternal welfare." 

"On motion, Resolved, that we use our in- 
fluence to secure the services of a colored man 
who will employ his time in Preaching to and in- 
structing the colored population as a mission- 
ary." Several pledges were received. 

The Report on Sabbath Schools stated, "In 
order to encourage the Churches in this good 
work, we would inform them that Eld. R. M. 
Thrasher is a Sunday School Missionary and 
will go to any part of this State to organize a Bap- 
tist Sunday School." 

Note: On the back of the Minute for this 
session, Eld. Thrasher wrote a letter to Eld. R. J. 
Coleman, dated July 9, 1872. He stated, "I had a 
good meeting last Sunday at New Friendship 
Church [Pine Bluff Assoc.]. Organized a Bap. S. 
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School-furnished it with a Library __ Books, 
Ces 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Pine Bluff, Bartholomew, and 
Saline Associations, and the Baptist State Con- 
vention. 

1883 

The 1883 meeting was held with New Ed- 
inburg Baptist Church in Dorsey Co. The Intro- 
ductory Sermon was brought by Eld. B. N. 
Hultsman. 

Eld. G. B. Talbot was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. E. H. Lindsey as Clerk-Treasurer. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Emmaus Church. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Bartholomew, Friendship and Bradley 
(colored) Associations. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Pine Bluff, Bartholomew, Friend- 
ship, Saline, Bradley (colored) associations, and 
also to the Baptist State Convention and the 
General Association of Southeast Arkansas. 

Preaching at this meeting were Elders L. 
O. Miers, E. H. Lindsey, J. B. Searcy, R. A. Lee, J. T. 
Craig, N. C. Denson, and G. B. Talbot. 


1884 
The 1884 meeting was with the Gum 
Springs Church, Dallas, Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. E. H. Lindsey. 

Eld. J. T. Craig was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. E. H. Lindsey as Clerk-Treas. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Red River, Saline, Union, and Bradley 
(colored) Associations. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders 1. JravPirtles.N. JaDavis, J. I. Craigyls.0; 
Miers, J. O. Browning, J. P. Copeland, B. S. Tay- 
lor, and J. B. Yeager. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Repository, The Tennessee Baptist, 
the publications of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, and the publications of the A. B. P. So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, PA. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Pine Bluff, Red River, Bartholomew, 
Friendship, Saline, Union, Bradley (colored) As- 
sociations, and the Baptist State Convention. 


1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Antioch 
Church, Bradley Co. This church was located on 
the Moro Landing and Warren Road, 19 miles 
southeast from Hampton. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. L. O. Miers. 

Eld. J. B. Yeager was elected as Moderator, 
and Eld. E. H. Lindsey continued as Clerk-Treas. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Bartholomew Association. Corre- 
sponding messengers were elected to the Pine 
Bluff, Red River, Bartholomew, Friendship, 
Union, Saline, and Bradley (colored) Associa- 
tions, and the Baptist State Convention. 
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The Committee on Sunday Schools noted 
there were 19 churches represented, but only two 
Sabbath Schools reported. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Arkansas Evangel, and the publica- 
tions of the American Baptist Publication Soci- 
ety as Sabbath School literature. 

Elder L. O. Miers worked 25.5 days and 
Elder J. A. Bowers served 15 days as missionaries 
for the Association. 

Others preaching at this meeting were El- 
ders G. Gardner, E. H. Lindsey, G. B. Talbot, N. C. 
Denson, and J. B. Lumbly. 

1886 

The 1886 meeting was held at the New Ed- 
inburg Church, on the Princeton and Warren 
Road, 12 miles SE from Fordyce, and 8 miles 
south of Kingsland. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. F. W. Earle. 

Center Ridge and Ebenezer churches were 
received on Petitionary Letters. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Friendship, Bartholomew, and Bradley 
(colored) Associations. 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was held 
on Sunday at 9 AM. Others preaching were Elders 
S. Gardner, J. B. Searcy, R. L. Kirkland, RF; 
Kirkland, L. O. Miers, and N. C. Denson. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Arkansas Evangel, and recom- 
mended the literature of the A. B. P. Association, 
Philadelphia, as Sabbath School literature, and 
also Kind Words, and all the publications of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Elder J. B. Yeager had worked 86 days as 
an associational missionary, preaching 56 ser- 
mons. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Pine Bluff, Red River, Bartholomew, 
Friendship, Union, Saline and Bradley Associa- 
tions, and the A. B. S. C. 

A biographical sketch was given on Eld. J. 
T. Craig, who had died on Dec. 19, 1885. It was 
reported he was active in the ministry for more 
than thirty years, was in the organization of the 
Association, and had presided as Moderator for 
several sessions. The sketch stated, "He was a 
good citizen, a zealous Christian, and an un- 
compromising Baptist." 

Others preaching at this session were EI- 
ders N. C. Denson, G. S. Smith, F. W. Earle, L. J. 
Hogg, Loftin Quinn, R. W. Kirkland, S. Gardner, J. 
B. Searcy, W. H. Cash; R. L. Kirkland, L. O. Miers, 
and J. A. Bowers. 

The table of statistics showed: 

Shady Grove, 10 baptized, 53 members; 
Antioch, 14 baptized, 50 members; New Edinburg, 
14 baptized, 108 members; Hopewell, 9 baptized, 
31 members; Ebenezer, 15 baptized, 41 members. 

1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with the Oua- 
chita Church, located at the crossing of the Cam- 
den and Arkadelphia and Princeton and Tates 
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Bluff Roads, 10 miles northwest of Holly Springs. 
The Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. L. 
O. Miers. 

Petitionary letters were received from the 
Mt. Zion and Round Hill churches. 

Eld. J. B. Yeager was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and F. W. Earle was re-elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching at this meeting included 
Elders E. H. Lindsey, L. J. Hogg, and G. S. Smith. 

The Publications Committee, Eld. E. H. 
Lindsey, chairman, recommended the Arkansas 
Baptist "as an earnest, faithful advocate of the 
doctrine of the church of Christ. It is recognized 
as the proper organ of the churches of this body, 
and although it may not be as ably edited as some 
other papers, yet no other paper, not all the pa- 
pers published in our interest can do for us what 
the Arkansas Baptist can and does do." 

The Sunday School report stated, "Your 
committee finds an increase in Sunday Schools 
in the churches as compared to last year...The 
church letters show that those churches having 
Sunday schools report a larger increase by expe- 
rience and baptism than those not having Sun- 
day schools." 


The 1888 meeting was scheduled for the 


Shady Grove Church in the town of Fordyce. Eld. 
G. S. Smith was elected to preach the Introduc- 
tory Sermon and Eld. T. I. Pirtle as alternate. 

The Documents Committee reported 13 
churches with Sunday schools, 133 baptisms, 
and that 6 churches had no pastors. 

Corresponding Messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Red River, Saline, Friendship, 
Bartholomew, Union, Pine Bluff, and Bradley 
(colored) Association and to the State Conven- 
tion. 


1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with New Ed- 
inburg Church, Cleveland County. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. I. Martin. 

Eld. L. J. Hogg was elected Moderator and 
Eld. L. O. Miers was elected Clerk. 

Dr. W. A. Clark, editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist, was present and addressed the Associa- 
tion. 

Corresponding messengers’ from the 
Friendship and Bartholomew Associations were 
seated. 

Others preaching at this meeting were El- 
ders W. A. Clark, W. H. Cash, T. I. Pirtle, N. C. 
Denson, R. W. Enzer, J.H.W. Overton, E. H. Lind- 
sey, L. S. Abernathy, and C. M. Myrick. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Friendship, Bartholomew, and 
Union Associations, the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

The Documents Committee reported 31 
churches represented, 102 baptisms, and 1657 to- 
tal membership. They also reported 9 Sunday 
Schools. 
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The Committee on Sunday Schools rec- 
ommended the literature of the American Baptist 
Publication Society, "but more especially that 
published by the Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention." 

The Committee on Publications stated, 
"as a disseminator of our distinguishing princi- 
ple, we recommend the Arkansas Baptist, pub- 
lished by Bro. W. A. Clark..." 

Elder J. I. Martin had served as mission- 
ary. He reported 14 baptisms, one church orga- 
nized, and $380.43 received. 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "We therefore recommend, that this As- 
sociation aid the State Board in organizing a 
Systematic plan of work, or co-operate with the 
best plan already on foot." 

The report of the Education Committee 
stated it was "...no longer necessary for us to send 
our sons and daughters from our State to be edu- 
cated, because we have a college in our State, our 
beloved Ouachita, located at Arkadelphia, which 
we are frank to say is second to none in the State 
or in the South..." 


1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with the New 
Hope Church, Dallas County. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. William Hopson. 

Eld. L. J. Hogg was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. L. O. Miers was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from the 
Stonewall, Bearden, and Hopewell churches. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Saline and Red River Associations. 
Delegates were appointed to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Others preaching at this meeting were E]- 
ders B. S. Taylor, L. O. Miers, D. E. Gambrell, J. I. 
Martin, B. F. Russell, L. S. Abernathy and E. B. 
Miller. 

The Committee on Documents reported 28 
churches represented, 131 baptisms, 11 Sunday 
schools, and 1455 total members. 

The report on Associational Missions 
stated: "That our Board has done nothing, the 
past year, in the way of missions; therefore we 
earnestly request, that the Board go to work at 
once, and put into effect the plan suggested in last 
year's report." 

The Education report stated, "We recom- 
mend our beloved Ouachita, located at our own 
door, whose influence is already felt throughout 
our state. We find that Ouachita has...thirteen 
(13) young ministers last year who got their tu- 
ition free, and every one who sends to this school 
helps to educate our young preachers." 

The 1894 meeting was scheduled for New 
Hope Church in Calhoun County, with Eld. C. M. 
Myrick to preach the Introductory Sermon and 
Eld. J. I. Martin a the alternate, "and that said 
sermon be on the object and work of this associa- 
tion." 


ale? 


1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Dalark 
Church in Dallas County. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. L. O. Miers. There 
were 34 churches represented by 79 messengers. 

Eld. L. J. Hogg was re-elected as Moderator 
and Eld. L. O. Miers was re-elected as Clerk and 
Treasurer. ‘ 
Petitionary letters were received from 
Sparkman and Shady Grove No. 2 churches. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Saline and Red River Associations. 

Other preaching was done by Elders C. M. 
Myrick, R. D. Wilson, R. B. Devine, J. H. Parker, 
D: G- Jones, fF. D. Barrs, H4P. Blakely; B'S: -Lay- 
lor, and J. R. Butler. 

Representatives were appointed to the 
State Board of Missions, the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. 

The Committee on Documents reported 29 
churches represented, 11 Sunday schools, 150 
baptisms, and a total membership of 1700. 

The report on Associational Missions ex- 
pressed some frustration, "Since former plans 
have failed, we hardly know what to recommend, 
but knowing the great need of mission work in 
our Association and the command of our Master, 
we recommend that a board of five brethren be 
appointed, with instructions to put three suitable 
men in the field, one for each district, for three or 
four months during the summer, and that said 
board be authorized to exercise their better judge- 
ment and do something." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "This is 
a new enterprise in Arkansas, but it is surely of 
the Lord...Our home is already erected and now it 
needs to be furnished." 

The Education report recommended, "We 
also declare ourselves in favor of establishing a 
Theological department in Ouachita College for 
the education of our young ministers." 


The Whitsitt Matter 

"Dr. William H. Whitsitt, teacher in the 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., has made 
some startling, and as your committee believes, 
some untrue announcements concerning Baptist 
history and belief. First, he states that Baptists 
up to the year 1641 did not practice immersion. 
Second, the earliest Baptist church dated 1610 or 
1611. Besides he believes in the church branch 
theory which is not in line with Baptist teaching. 
We believe there can be no true church without 
Scriptural baptism. We believe that the church 
was ‘built upon a rock, and the gates of hell can- 
not prevail against it.’ We believe that Whitsitt 
has played the part of an egotist in not placing 
his thoughts in Baptist papers, but in the New 
York Independent, a paper he says 'for scholars to 
express their opinions.’ He acted the part of an 
enemy in not telling his brethren what he had 
discovered. Besides we condemn him in not dis- 
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cussing this matter with his brethren. Third, we 
believe him to be a heretical teacher, together 
with Dr. A. T. Robertson and Dr. Dargan, both 
teachers in our seminary. Fourth, we believe that 
these teachers are doing our seminary great 
harm. Therefore, be it resolved: 

1st. That we refuse to encourage any of our 
young preachers to attend the seminary while 
these teachers remain in the faculty. 

2nd. We will not, under the circumstances, 
give a cent to the support of any young preacher 
while in the seminary. 

3rd. That we ask for the resignation of 
Drs. Whitsett, Dargan, and A. T. Robertson. 

5th. Resolved further, that we will stand 
by Ouachita College with our prayers and money 
if they will establish a Theological Department. 

1897 

The 1897 meeting was with Woodberry 
Church, Calhoun Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was by Eld. R. D. Wilson. 

Elder L. G. Hogg was re-elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. L. O. Miers was re-elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Fostina Church, from the Bartholomew Associa- 
tion, and from Friendship and Pinkney Grove, 
new churches. The name of Alabama Church was 
dropped. 

A corresponding messenger from the 
Bartholomew Association was seated. 

Others preaching were Elders E. H. Lind- 
sey, W. H. Parker, C. M. Myrick, L. J. Hogg, M. P. 
Calaway, R. D. Wilson, G. G. Richardson, and D. 
H. Gill. 

The Executive Board reported four mis- 
sionaries had been employed during the year: C. 
M. Myrick had preached at four points, D. G. 
Jones at two points, W. H. Parker at two points, 
and M. P. Calaway at one mission point. These 
missionaries reported 12 professions and 17 bap- 
tisms. 

The Orphans' Home report stated Mrs. 
Hanna Gardner was serving a matron. It also 
stated, "We have quite a number of children now 
in the home." 


The following Query was received, "Are 
the baptisms administered by an ordained min- 
ister of the Gospel, who afterward proves unwor- 
thy and is excluded from the Church a valid 
scriptural baptism, though authorized by a 
church?" The Query was answered, "Yes. The au- 
thority to baptize is in the church." 


Another resolution was presented on the 
Whitsitt controversy: 

Resolved, That we are of the opinion that 
W. H. Whitsitt's teaching, touching the date of the 
rise and practice of immersion among Baptist in 
England, is untrue, and that if true, it does not af- 
fect the doctrine of succession of baptism, or 
Baptist succession back to the apostolic time, be- 
cause Baptist church succession is traceable back 
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to apostolic times through other channels than 
through Baptist Churches in England. 

Resolved, further, That we sympathize 
with our fallen brother and his Pedo well wish- 
ers, for the great mistake of his life, and the 
blindness that has over spread them. Baptist 
preachers are still preaching church succession 
and will continue to do so until Bro. Whitsitt can 
show and demonstrate beyond a reasonable 
doubt, that the doctrine is not taught in holy writ. 

And resolved still further, that while we 
love the Seminary, we are of the opinion that we 
should withdraw from said institution all aid or 
support until Dr. Whitsitt shall cease to preside 
over it. 

Another resolution passed, "That we are 
opposed to pulpit affiliation and union meetings 
with the denominations." 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held at Emaus 
Church in Cleveland Co. Eld. L. O. Miers preached 
the introductory sermon. 24 churches were repre- 
sented by 51 messengers. 

Eld. L. J. Hogg was re-elected as Moderator 
and Eld. L. O. Miers was re-elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Friendship and Bartholomew Associa- 
tions. 

Among the visitors was B. S. Gardner, 
representing the Monticello Orphans' Home. 

Others preaching at this meeting were El- 
ders R. G. Bowers, C. M. Myrick, R. D. Wilson, N. 
C. Denson, and D. G. Jones. 

Delegates were appointed to the 
Bartholomew and Friendship Associations, the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The Executive Board reported, "We have 
assisted Shady Grove No. 2, Thornton and Union 
Hill. We have supported the preaching of Christ at 
the following points: Silvan, Locust Bayou, 
Hopewell School House, Buchshort, Hebron, Ea- 
gle Mill and Onalaka. Seven conversions and 
eight baptism were reported. 

The Committee on Documents reported 24 
churches represented, 12 Sunday schools, and 86 
baptized. 

1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with the Holly 
Springs Church in Dallas County. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. H.J.P. Horne. 

The Publication Committee wrote, "Yes, 
your committee likes the Arkansas Baptist and 
the Baptist Flag, because their editor give evi- 
dence of having been and being bible readers." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have at present twenty-five children in the home 
and ten or twelve applicants. 

The Document Committee reported 33 
churches represented, 17 Sunday schools with an 
enrollment of 776, 107 baptisms and 1838 total 
membership. 
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The following resolution was presented: 
"BE IT RESOLVED, by the Judson Association 
that we regret the separation of Dr. W. A. Clark 
from the Arkansas Baptist, but that we will stand 
by the paper so long as it is a land-marker. And 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That we recommend Bro. 
Clark a being eminently qualified to bring out a 
history of the Baptist of Arkansas." 

Note: This resolution indicates the reac- 
tion of these brethren to the action of ousting Dr. 
Clark as being editor of the Arkansas Baptist. 
This is also the first use of the term "Landmark" 
in the minutes of the Association. 


1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, Ouachita County. Thirty churches were 
represented by 69 messengers. 

The clerk reported, "Eld. C. M. Myrick 
preached a strong and impressive sermon on the 
necessity of unity among God's people." [This note 
becomes relevant when Elder. Myrick later pre- 
sented a resolution, the first condemning the 
mission policies of the State Convention] 

Eld. L. J. Hogg was re-elected as Moderator 
and Eld. L. O. Miers was re-elected as Clerk- 
Treasurer: 

A corresponding messenger from the 
Bartholomew Association was seated. 

Visitors included E. D. Gardiner, repre- 
senting the Orphans Home, and Eld. J. H. Mil- 
burn, representing the Arkansas Baptist. 

Other preaching at this meeting were El- 
ders H. A. Munn, W. C. Harley, J. H. Milburn, W. R. 
McEwen, and N. C. Denson. 

Messengers were appointed to the South- 
ern Baptist Convention and the Arkansas State 
Baptist Convention. 

The Executive Board reported supporting 
the preaching of the Gospel at Hebron School 
House, Sulphur Springs, Union Hill, and Lanark, 
with 9 conversions. 

The..,Publication Committee, “recom, 
mended "...that every family pay for and read the 
Arkansas Baptist. 

The Committee on Documents reported 30 
churches represented, 15 Sunday schools, and 82 
baptisms. 


The following resolution was presented by 
Eld. C. M. Myrick. This was the first open dissat- 
isfaction expressed against the State Convention 
and its mission methods: 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS there is some confusion about 
our state work, the policies and plans of our state 
board, and as there is some dissatisfaction, we 
feel that it is our duty to express ourselves in re- 
gard to this matter. Therefore, be it resolved by 
this association: 

First, that we are opposed to the Secre- 
taryship, especially as it now exists in our state 
at an extravagant salary. 
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Second, that we urge our representative on 
the State Board and our messengers to the State 
Convention to work for an economical adminis- 
tration of our state mission work. And that we 
believe in the mission evangelistic plan. 

Third, that we will co-operate with the 
State Board and support the state work is said 
work is carried on economically and according to 
wishes of the brethren throughout the state. 

Fourth, that should the present plan and 
expense of carrying on the work be continued an- 
other year, we will withdraw our co-operation 
with and support of the board. 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was with the New Ed- 
inburg Church, Cleveland County. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. L. O. Miers. 

In the absence of the Moderator, the meet- 
ing was called to order by the clerk. Eld. L. O. 
Miers, who had been clerk since 1892, was elected 
as Moderator, and Eld. D. G. Jones was elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Friendship, Bartholomew, Mt. Vernon, 
and Pine Bluff Associations. Sis. H. H. Gardner 
was representing the Monticello Orphans' Home. 

The next few years featured a Sunday 
School mass-meeting on Sunday morning, pre- 
ceding the 11 AM preaching. Others preaching at 
this meeting included Elders R. L. Cole, A. C. 
Miller, H.d.Ps Horne, W..H? Cashyin.’ Cs Denson; 


and J. T. Southal.2 

Messengers were appointed to the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported Sunday Schools being held in 16 of the 32 
churches represented. The Committee recom- 
mended as helps the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion series and the American Baptist Publica- 
tions Society. 

The Committee on Documents reported 
the 32 churches represented had baptized 116, 
and showed an increase in membership of 47. 

In an almost complete reversal of the res- 
olution presented the previous year, the commit- 
tee on State Missions offered the following re- 
port: 

"We find that notwithstanding the resolu- 
tion adopted at our last meeting some churches 
have contributed liberally to state missions. 

"We therefore recommend that this reso- 
lution be withdrawn and that it be the sense of 
this body that no stigma be attached to any 
church because she did or did not contribute to 
state missions the past year. 

"We believe in Associations, Conventions 
and executive boards, but for the sake of har- 
mony among the brethren and with no reference 
to our personal opinions we suggest that the of- 
fice of corresponding secretary be dispensed with. 
We emphasize the fact that we believe in state 
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mission work and we urge the brethren to give of 
their means to its support." 


It was reported that Eld. G. B. Talbot, who 
had been in the organization of the Association 
had died. He had been a preacher of the Gospel for 
more than 50 years. 

1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with the New 
Hope Church, Dallas County. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. D. G. Jones. Thirty- 
two churches were represented by 59 messengers. 

Eld. L. O. Miers and Eld. D. G. Jones, re- 
spectively were re-elected as Moderator and 
Clerk-Treasurer, by acclamation. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Friendship, Bartholomew, Red River, 
and Mt. Vernon Associations. 

Others preaching were Elders C. M. 
Myrick, G. C. Taylor, G. G. Richardson, A. J. 
Cockroft, A. J. Talbot, and D. E. Gambrell. The 
Minute recorded that after the last message many 
expressed a desire to be saved. 

The following conciliatory Resolution 
was adopted: "Resolved that the Association leave 
the matter of co-operation with the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and General 


Association? with the churches, advising them 
to be cautious and not allow themselves mis- 
lead." 

The Association took an offering for Eld. 
L. J. Hogg, who had served as Moderator from 
1892-1900. It was reported he had been "afflicted 
for some time, together with other members of 
his family." Eld. Hogg was listed in the Obituary 
Report in the 1903 Minute. 

The Committee on Education stated, "We 
further recommend Ouachita Central System of 
Colleges and academies." 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported 
there were more than fifty children in the Home. 
They recommended "that our people continue 
their contributions and strive to enlarge their 
liberality in aiding this institution." 

The State Missions report failed to men- 
tion either Association. The report stated. "We be- 
lieve that Mission work in our State is very im- 
portant and should be carried on because the Lord 
has commanded us to go and preach the Gospel to 
all the world." 

For two or three years, an effort had been 
made within the Association to establish a High 
School. This was finally accomplished at 
Fordyce. The Trustees of the High School re- 
ported, "Judson High School building a thing of 
the past. Our elegant building was burned on 
March 5, 1902. The school was progressing nicely 


up to the time the building was burned."+ 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "the American Baptist series of Sunday 
School literature and Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. For our people the Arkansas Baptist should 
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stand first because of its bold and earnest con- 
tention for bible principles and church rights." 

This statement is important, because Dr. 
W. A. Clark, the editor, was using the editorial 
voice of the paper in strong opposition to the is- 
sue of the corresponding secretary. The Land- 
mark brethren were strongly asserting that con- 
vention policies ignored the authority of the lo- 
cal churches. 

The Committee on Documents reported 32 
churches represented, reporting 140 baptisms, 
and a net increase of 73 members. 


1903 

The 1903 meeting was at Center Grove 
Church, 5 miles south of Bearden, in Calhoun 
County. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. G. S. Smith. 

Eld. L. O. Miers was re-elected as Moder- 
ator and Eld. D. G. Jones was re-elected as Clerk. 

Eld. E. F. Appling was seated as a corre- 
sponding messenger from the Pine Bluff Associ- 
ation and Eld. G. W. McCarty was recognized as a 
representative of the Landmark Baptist. Other 
corresponding messengers were seated from the 
Red River and Bartholomew Associations. 

Others preaching were Elders L. B. Con- 
nell, H.J.P. Horn, G. W. McCarty, A. V. Johnson, 
and E. F. Appling. 

The State Missions report was neutral, 
and did not mention either Association. 

The Orphans' Home stated there were 57 
children in the Home. They recommended "that 
all our churches continue and strive to enlarge 
their contributions to the home as the number of 
children increase in the home, our liberality 
should increase." 

This time the Publications Committee, 
without mentioning any publications, stated, "We 
recommend the Bible as the rule of faith and 
practice for Baptists." 

However, the report on Home Missions 
had a definite "Convention flavor". It read, "The 
purpose of the Southern Baptist Convention 
which has been organized about fifty-eight years, 
is to combine the energies of the denomination in 
a general effort to spread the Gospel over the 
world...The need for funds is constantly increas- 
ing because the work is ever enlarging and our 
weaker states are getting financial help from the 
Home Board for doing mission work. Our state 
this year received about $400 to help supply the 
great destitution in our state with preaching." 

The Committee on Documents reported 31 
churches, with 187 baptisms, and a net increase 
of 197 members. 

1904 

The 50th Annual Session was held with 
Emmaus Church, Cleveland Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. D. E. Gambrel. 

In the absence of the former moderator, 
Eld. J. M. P. Hawkins was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. D. G. Jones was re-elected as Clerk. 
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Petitionary letters were received from 
Beech Grove, Onalaska, and Prosperity churches. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Bartholomew and Pine Bluff (Eld. Loftin 
Quinn) associations. 

Others preaching at this session were E]l- 
ders G. S. Smith, Loftin Quinn, W. J. Hinsley, L. B. 
Connell, and A. V. Johnson. 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported 
"There are 62 children now in the Home." 

The Executive Committee reported that 
Eld. L. O. Miers was "employed to do as much 
work as he could during the year." He had served 
three months and ten days. 

Again the State Mission report was neu- 
tral, not mentioning either Association: "We are 
glad to report that the Lord has wonderfully 
blessed the effort and means being used in carry- 
ing on the mission work of the state." 

1905 

The 1905 session was held with Anchor 
Church, in Hot Springs County. Eld. D. E. Gam- 
brell preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Shady Grove # 2 and Zion churches. 

Eld. D. E. Gambrell was elected as Mod- 
erator and R. W. Daniel was elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders G. S. Smith, 
T. J. Bernett, and H.J.P. Horn, a visitor from the 
Red River Association. 

Again the State Mission report was neu- 
tral and even somewhat optimistic, "More 
churches are contributing to this work than ever 
before, and the contributions are greatly in- 
creased. We rejoice that the time of strife and bit- 
terness and inactivity is passing, and that the 
spirit of unity and fellowship in this great work 
is prevailing. Let us pray that God will restore fel- 
lowship, unify completely our plan and give us a 
comprehensive grasp of the great field and its 
needs." 

1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with Shady 
Grove # 1, in Dallas County. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. L. B. Connell. 

Petitionary Letters were received from 
New Friendship and Leola churches. 

Eld. L. O. Miers was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. W. A. Byars was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Bartholomew and Friendship Associa- 
tions. 

Others preaching included Elders R. G. 
Bowers, L. O. Miers, G. S. Smith, A. F. Willis, M. 
W. Whayne, A. J. Talbot, D. E. Gambrell and W. A. 
Byars. 

It was reported that 35 churches were rep- 
resented, and that 21 churches had Sunday 
Schools. 

The Orphans Home report stated, "For 
want of information we cannot make a report; 
but recommend that this Association support 
this institution with their prayers, sympathy, 
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and money." It is interesting to note that Mrs. 
Hanna Gardner, who together with her husband 
operated the home and was a frequent visitor was 
present, and that an offering of $61.58 was taken 
for the Home and given to her during the session. 

The Publications report stated, "We fur- 
ther recommend that our people subscribe for 
and read as much other Baptist literature as they 
may be able to pay for and have time to read." 

The State Missions Committee reported, 
"God has richly blessed our efforts in Arkansas. 
There is great need yet. The demand for preachers 
in destitute places in our state is very large...We 
urge the churches to be up and doing and double 
their contributions to this great intent." 

The Committee on Documents reported 35 
churches represented, 213 baptisms, and a net 
gain of 176. 

1907 

The 1907 meeting was with New Edinburg 
Church, Cleveland Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was by Eld. M. W. Whayne. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Carthage, Tinsman, and Hampton. 

Eld. L. O. Miers was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. C. D. Wood, Jr., was elected as Clerk. 

Eld. J. B. Searcy was present as a visitor. 
He had originally started in this Association and 
was pastor of the New Edinburg Church in 1883. 

By motion the Association voted to take a 
collection for State Missions at each of the 
churches on Sunday morning. $42.21 was the 
amount raised, $27.76 of which went to Bro. 
Milburn for the General Association and $14.45 
to the Convention. 

Others preaching at this meeting included 
Elders J. H. Milburn, B. J. Carter (from Texas), C. 
D. Wood, J. B. Searcy, Sparkman, and McDonald 
(a visitor). 

The Committee on Documents reported 37 
churches represented, with 205 baptisms and a 
net gain of 134 members. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "as religious literature both the 
Arkansas Baptist and the Baptist Advance." They 
also stated, "We recommend either or both the 
American Baptist Publications series or the 
Southern Baptist Convention series of Sunday 
School literature." 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "We, your Committee on State Missions, 
are grieved to report that their is a division 
among our people on this question. In union 
there is strength. But we are glad to report that 
the churches are giving to this cause. We recom- 
mend that the churches allow no abatement to be 
made in contributions for the cause is worthy, 
and, indeed, the need is great." 

1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Prince- 
ton Church, Dallas Co. Eld. F. C. Sims brought 
the Introductory Sermon. 
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Petitionary letters were received from 
Antioch in Calhoun Co., and Blue Springs. 

Eld. L. O. Miers was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. W. A. Byars was elected as Clerk. 

On Sunday morning speeches were made 
on behalf of ministerial education after which a 
collection was taken which resulted in $8.90 for 
Ouachita College and $7.85 for Buckner College 
(regarded as a Landmark school). 

Others preaching were Elders L. B. Con- 
nell, F. C. Sims, T. K. Speakman, and P. J. Dea- 
son. 

The Committee on State Missions stated, 
"From the reports of missionaries throughout the 
State we find that much good work has been done 
during the past year in the way of spreading the 
Gospel in destitute parts of the state. They then 
recommended "that each church within this 
Association take a more active stand in the mat- 
ter of 'state missions’ and that they put forth a 
greater effort in the way of collections for state 
missions,..." 

The Committee on Education stated, "All 
other denominations are demanding an educated 
ministry. We should not be satisfied with less. 
Not only should we have an educated ministry 
but the ranks of our brotherhood should be edu- 
cated as well." 

The Committee on Documents reported 39 
churches represented, with 161 baptisms, anda 
net gain of 177 in membership. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools wrote, 
"We your committee beg that every pastor and 
deacon see to it that every church have an ever- 
green [year round] Sunday school. Brethren wake 
up and let us get out of this state of lethargy and 
teach our children the way of life and the wonder- 
ful love of Christ for them...." 

The Committee on Publications con- 
cluded, "We therefore recommend...the Sunday 
School literature published by Southern Baptist 
Convention and American Baptist Publication 
Society as the churches or Sunday schools may 
select." 

The Orphans' Home report noted, "We 
have two orphanages in the state, one is located 
at Monticello, and is under the control of the 
Arkansas Baptist Convention, and the other is at 
Texarkana, and is under the control of the State 
Association of Arkansas Baptist churches. Both 
of these institutions deserve the sympathy and 
support of the brethren. We therefore recommend 
that a collection in cash and pledges be taken for 
the homes." 


1909 

The 1909 meeting was with the Salem 
Church, at Millville, in Ouachita Co. Eld. P. J. 
Deason preached the Introductory Sermon. 42 
churches presented letters. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Sulphur Springs, which was received, and Levit 
Church. A committee appointed to investigate the 
church reported the church was irregular in its 
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organization. The members forming the church 
did not have their letters in hand, and the orga- 
nization was effected on the forthcoming of 
letters, and therefore considered as irregular. 

Visitors were present from the Friendship 
and Liberty Associations. 

The Leola Church called for a letter of 
dismission, which was granted, to join the Pine 
Bluff Association. 

A resolution was read in behalf of selling 
the Judson Academy. The resolution called for a 
deed conveying the lands, building, and furniture 
to the trustees of the Fordyce Baptist Church to 
allow them to sell "the same and invest the pro- 
ceeds thereof in the new building of Fordyce 
Baptist Church now under construction." 

On Sunday at 10 AM a Sunday School 
Mass Meeting was held for the next several years. 
Preaching was done by Elders L. F. Barnett and J. 
E. Brown. A collection was taken at the services 
held in the Christian Church for State Missions 
with $1.50 for the General Association and $5.50 
for the Convention. At 3 P.M. Bro. Williams 
made a talk on behalf of the Orphans' Home at 
Monticello and Bro. Powell for Texarkana. 
Preaching on Sunday Night were Elders F. C. 
Sims, Tommie, and A. F. Willis. 

The State Missions and Education reports 
were neutral, without mentioning either associa- 
tion. 

The Publications Report stated, "We also 
recommend that our Sunday Schools use the 
kind of literature they may desire, either the 
S.B.C. series or the Landmark series -- as may be 
their choice. 

They also recommended "that our people 
take either or both of our state denominational 
papers -- the Arkansas Baptist and Baptist Ad- 
vance. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "we find in the 42 churches represented 
only 21 Sunday Schools, which is a decrease of 
four from last year." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have two orphanage institutions in the state. One 
is located at Monticello and is under the control 
of the Arkansas State Convention and the other 
is located at Texarkana and is under the control 
of the State Association. Both of these institu- 
tions deserve the sympathy and support of the 
brethren. 

The Committee on Documents reported 
that 26 churches actually sent letters reporting 
218 by baptism and a net gain of 78. 

1910 

The 1910 session met with Mt. Lebanon 
Church, New Edinburg, in Cleveland Co. Eld. W. 
H. Parker preached the Introductory sermon 
from Rom. 8:1. 37 churches submitted letters. 

The Ellisville Church submitted a peti- 
tionary letter. 

Eld. W. H. Parker was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. W. A. Byars was re-elected as Clerk. 
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Visitors” were.) presentwironl the 
Bartholomew, Mt. Vernon, and Friendship As- 
sociations, and also Eld. M. P. Metheny from Ar- 
genta (North Little Rock). 

Antioch Church, Bradley Co., called for a 
letter of dismission, which was granted. 

The Sunday School Mass Rally was led by 
Eld. A. F. Willis and an Orphans' Home Rally was 
led by Eld. J. W. Sims. 

Others preaching at this meeting were El- 
ders A. C. Kellogg, F. C. Sims, W. A. Byars, M. P. 
Metheny, R. A. Raney, J. V. Byars, and Garland 
Murry. 

The State Mission and Publications re- 
ports were neutral. 

The Associational Mission report stated, 
"W. A. Byars has labored faithfully and there has 
been some good accomplished. They reported be- 
ing behind on the salary and recommended Eld. 
Byars be paid before another missionary was 
placed on the field. 

The Mission Board made a stronger 
statement, "Brethren, we have been very much 
disappointed in the churches that have re- 
sponded to our urgent calls for help in this great 
work, so few churches have responded at all and 
those that have contributed such small amounts 
until we are far behind with our missionaries’ 
salary." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "we find 
that there are 112 children in the home at 
Monticello and 21 in the Texarkana home who 
are being cared for and taught to reverence God." 

The Documents report stated that 36 of 
the 46 churches’ reported by letter. These 
churches had received 140 by baptism, with a net 
gain of 118 members. 

1911 

The 1911 meeting was with New Hope 
Church at Sparkman. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. R. A. Raney from Gal. 2:16. 
30 churches reported by letter. 

Eld. R. A. Raney was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. W. A. Byars was re-elected as Clerk. 

Visitors were welcomed from _ the 
Bartholomew, Red River, and Saline Associa- 
tions. 

Others preaching included Elders G. W. 
Gambrell, J. S. Compere, and Winburn. 

The State Mission Committee reported, 
".,.we are glad to be able to say that both the State 
Board and the State Association are doing good 
work through their missionaries and various 
other agencies, and yet we are not awake to the 
urgent importance of State Missions as we should 
dew 

The Education Committee reported, 
"There are more than fifty young preachers in 
Ouachita College this year. We call the attention 
of our young preachers to the importance of tak- 
ing up this work and we recommend that our 
churches support the work with their prayers and 
their contributions." 
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The Sunday School Committee reported, 
"We do not believe in union Sunday Schools but 
believe it to be the duty of every Baptist church to 
teach their doctrines as found in the Bible. 

"We have thirty churches represented and 
only 21 Sunday Schools." 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported, 
"We find 137 children in the home at Monticello 
and 22 in the Texarkana home. 

"We also find both homes in debt on ac- 
count of building more rooms to accommodate 
the orphans, and we urge the people of this asso- 
ciation to rally to the support of these homes and 
in paying the indebtedness. 

The Committee on Documents reported 
that 30 out of 45 churches had submitted reports, 
listing 169 baptisms and a net gain of 135. 

1912 

The 1912 meeting was held with First 
Baptist *Church,, Pordyce..Eld.. W-sA. Byars 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Rev. 20. 

Eld. L. O. Miers was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. W. A. Byars was re-elected as Clerk. 

Visiting brethren were welcomed from the 
Bartholomew, Friendship, Caroline, and Red 
River Associations. Visitors also included Bro. 
John Te Christian, State Secretary of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Petitionary letters were presented by the 
Tulip and Rising Star churches. 

Others who preached at this session were 
Elders I. Z. Kimbrough, L. O. Miers, R. G. Bowers, 
Johny. Christian, RioAj Raney; HaA.eMunn: 
Greenleaf, and W. H. Parker. 

The State Mission report stated, "...while 
more or less effectual mission work has been 
done and is being done by the agencies of the 
State Board and the State Association and a few 
independents here and there, we have fallen far 
short of our reasonable duty,..." 

The Sunday School report stated, "We do 
not believe in union Sunday Schools but do be- 
lieve it to be the duty of every Baptist church to 
use Baptist literature, and to teach her members 
and all others who attend true Baptist doctrine. 

"We find 37 churches represented with 
only 25 Sunday Schools reported." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We find 
upon investigation that the Baptists of Arkansas 
are maintaining one Orphanage at Texarkana 
under the control of the State Association and 
one at Malvern under the control of the State 
Convention. 

"We therefore recommend that each 
church in the Judson Association be requested to 
take collections quarterly for the support of one 
or both of these homes as the individual or 
church may desire...." 

The Committee on Documents reported 
that thirty-eight out of forty-seven churches had 
submitted letters, listing 179 additions by bap- 
tism and net gains of 177. 
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1913 

The 1913 meeting was with Emmaus 
Church, at Orlanda, in Cleveland Co. In the ab- 
sence of Eld. I. Z. Kimbrough on account of ill- 
ness, Eld. W. H. Parker preached the Introductory 
Sermon. 32 churches were represented by mes- 
sengers and letter. 

Eld. J. H. Rowland was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. W. A. Byars continued as Clerk. 

The Chappel Hill Church was received by 
petitionary letter. 

Visitors were present from the 
Bartholomew and Friendship Associations. 

Others preaching at this session were E]- 
ders G. L. Richardson, F. L. Atwood, J. H. Row- 
land, W. A. Byars, and J. G. Murry. 

The Committee on Publications reported, 
"The committee recommends first of all the 
Bible. Second, our denominational publications. 
Third, the Landmark Sunday School literature. 
And further, that they did not recommend the S. 
B. C. Literature, because to a certain extent it was 
union literature." 

Note: This was the first specific recom- 
mendation of the Landmark Literature, and also 
the first negative expressed toward any Conven- 
tion program. 

1914 

The 1914 meeting was with Carthage 
Church in Carthage. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. G. Murry. 

Eld. R. A. Rainey was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. W. A. Byars was re-elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from the 
Alabama and Dallas churches. 

Visitors were welcomed from the 
Bartholomew, Pine Bluff and Saline Associa- 
tions, and also Eld. J. A. Smith, as a State Mis- 
sionary, and Dr. J. W. Conger, president of Cen- 
tral College. 

Others preaching were Elders A. V. John- 
son, J. S. Hamilton, W. A. Byars, M. W. Whayne, 
F. L. Atwood, A. C. Kellogg, J. R. Smith, W: J: 
Carter, and R. A. Rainey. 

An offering for the Orphans was taken 
amounting to $5.55, to be divided equally be- 
tween the two homes -- Texarkana and Monti- 
cello. 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "...some very effectual work has been done 
through the agencies of the State Board and State 
Association and a few independent brethren. The 
Baptists of Arkansas are fully able to possess the 
field if they were only awakened to their duty,..." 

The Committee on Education reported, 
"Ouachita College established in 1886 ... has been 
a mighty force in church and state in training a 
splendid constituency in all the affairs of our 
State, both religiously, educationally, and politi- 
cally." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We, as 
Baptists of Arkansas, have two homes estab- 
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lished for the orphans of our state and we should 
feel the responsibility of supporting them. 

"We learn that since the destruction of our 
home in Texarkana our managers have built an- 
other house of 32 rooms for which about $2,000 is 
unpaid, also $500 for furniture. There are 30 
children in this home. 

"The home at Monticello containing 180 
children is also greatly in debt, the exact amount 
not known by the committee." 


A resolution passed asking that the 
church covenant "as set forth in Pendleton's 
Church Manual" be printed in the minutes. 


1915 

The 1915 session was held with the Cen- 
ter Grove Church at Smead, in Calhoun Co. The 
Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. W. A. 
Byars. 

Eld. R. A. Raney was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. W. A. Byars was elected as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Cotton Belt Church at Bearden. A committee was 
appointed to investigate the church as to its or- 
thodoxy. After the investigation was completed, 
the committee recommended the church be re- 
ceived. 

Visitors were welcomed from _ the 
Bartholomew, Columbia, and Pine Bluff Associ- 
ations. 

Others preaching at this meeting were El- 
ders F. L. Atwood, R. A. Raney, W. F. Dorris, J. A. 
Smith, J. H. Rowland, and A. V. Johnson. 

At the 11:00 service on Sunday, a collec- 
tion was taken for Eld. L. O. Miers to "show our 
appreciation to some extent for his faithfulness 
as a soldier for Jesus our Savior during his life." 
The offering was $51.00. 

The Committee on State Missions stated, 
"State Missions ... pertains to the preaching of 
the gospel to destitute points within the State of 
Arkansas by missionaries appointed by the State 
Convention and General Association." 

The Orphans' Home committee reported, 
"...we recommend that each church in the associ- 
ation support the Orphans of Monticello and 
Texarkana... We advise that collections be taken 
quarterly for these homes by all our churches. 

An interesting resolution was presented 
as part of the Education report. That resolution 
was "That we suppress as far as in our power the 
spirit of base ball and foot ball playing." 

A Sunday School statistical table showed 
the following churches continuing to use SBC lit- 
erature: Beech Grove, Carthage, Dalark, Fordyce, 
Gem Springs, Kingsland, New Alabama, New 
Hope, Prosperity, Sparkman, Thornton and 
Tinsman. 

1916 

Apparently by the 1916 meeting with the 
Hopewell Baptist Church, at New Edinburg, the 
issue of which state work the Judson Association 
would support was settled. 
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The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. J. H. Rowland. Eld. R. A. Raney was re- 
elected as Moderator and Eld. W. A. Byars was re- 
elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Shady Grove, Bradley Co., and from Eaglette. 

The following action was recorded: 

"Two petitionary letters were presented 
asking for letters of dismission, viz.: Fordyce and 
Carey Baptist Association, the later asking for 
the following named churches: Anchor, Dalark, 
Dallas, Eagle Mills, Fordyce, Gum Springs, 
Liberty, New Alabama, New Hope, Ouachita, 
Prosperity, Mt. Pleasant (Dallas Co.), Princeton, 
Round Hill and Thornton. The request of Fordyce 
was granted, but for lack of time the request of 
Carey Association was deferred until Monday." 

On Monday, "motion not to grant the re- 
quest of Carey Association failed to carry, then a 
second motion to grant them letters under a brief 
Resolution as follows: 

Resolved, that we, the Judson Baptist As- 
sociation, grant them letters of dismission, 
though we recognize the fact that there was some 
irregularity in their hasty organization before 
getting their letters of dismission from this As- 
sociation, and that we advise them to be careful 
and watchful to keep within Baptist practice." 

Visitors were welcomed from the Liberty 
Association, and Eld. J. A. Smith from the Pine 
Bluff Association. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders F. L. Atwood, J. G. Murry, W. A. Byars, J. A. 
Smith and R. A. Raney. 

The State Mission report was neutral. 

The Orphans' Home report only men- 
tioned the Texarkana home, "As we understand, 
the orphans are in need of help and we under- 
stand that we still owe some purchase money 
upon the Texarkana Home." 

The Education Report indicated a decided 
shift, "In our recommendations, we gladly rec- 
ommend Jacksonville College, or any other 
colleges or schools that are sound and safe." 

The Publications Report also indicated a 
decided shift, "...Second, that every Baptist who 
can, subscribe for one or more good Landmark 
Baptist papers, and as such we recommend The 
Baptist, published at Little Rock and the Baptist 
Commoner, published at Texarkana. Third, that 
our churches use Landmark Sunday School liter- 
ature." 


1917 

After the churches mentioned the previ- 
ous year had left the Association, beginning with 
the 1917 meeting at Hopewell Baptist Church, in 
Dallas Co., the Association was fully aligned 
with the State Association of Missionary Baptist 
Churches. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by U. W. Jarrell, a visitor from the Columbia As- 
sociation. 
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Several visitors from the Pine Bluff As- 
sociation were welcomed, and also Eld. J. A. 
Smith, editor of the Baptist and Commoner. 

Eld. R. A. Raney was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. G. Murry was elected as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from Mt. 
Elba Church. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders J. G. Murry, W. A. Byars, J. W. Kelley, W. D. 
Inzer, and W. J. Carter. 

The Orphans' Home committee reported, 
"That we find about thirty seven children in our 


Texarkana home. Also find the home out of debt 
except some running expenses." 

The Publications Committee recom- 
mended "the Baptist and Commoner as a denom- 
inational paper. We recommend Landmark liter- 
ature for our Sunday Schools." 

The Education Committee again recom- 
mended Jacksonville Baptist College, but added, 
"until we can also build a school in Arkansas." 

The following table shows the churches 
and pastors who remained with the Judson As- 
sociation: 


Church Post Office Pastor Bap. Mbrs 
Antioch Hampton W. D. Enzer 4 29 
Beech Grove Fordyce R. A. Raney 3 43 
Banks Banks G. L. Richardson 11 85 
Blue Springs Banks G. L. Richardson 18 54 
Canaan Harrell G. L. Richardson 2 38 
Carthage Carthage R. W. Glover 40 
Center Grove Smead L. F. Barnett 98 
Chapel Hill New Edinburg W. J. Carter 48 
Eaglette Eaglette Cs. Copp 25 48 
Ebenezer Ellisville W. A. Byars 5 86 
Emmaus New Edinburg J. G. Murry 2 200 
Hopewell (Dallas) Ivy G. L. Richardson 3 118 
Hopewell (Cle.) New Edinburg W. J. Carter 3 73 
Holly Springs Holly Springs 6 56 
Independence Fordyce W. J. Carter 2 21 
Kingsland Kingsland 

Mt. Lebanon New Edinburg G. L. Richardson Ti 96 
Macedonia Jacinto Joe Daniel 1 23 
Mt. Elba New Edinburg 

New Edinburg New Edinburg G.L. Richardson 16 146 
New Friendship Kingsland Chas. Hampton 26 
Providence Thornton R. A. Raney 3 107 
Rising Star Prattsville M. B. Love 1 10 
Salem Millville C. C. Winters 3 179 
Sulphur Springs Ellisville R. A. Raney 6 60 
Shady Grove (Brad.) Jersey W. A. Byars hi 106 
Shady Grove (Cleve.) Bleeker J. G. Murry 10 52 
Tinsman Tinsman L. E. Holt 37 
Woodberry Woodberry J. G. Murry 76 
Zion Ivan W. J. Carter 8 46 


Beech Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Fordyce 

Beech Grove MBC was organized July 10, 
1904 at Fielder Springs, near Fordyce. 

The Ebenezer, Center Grove and Shady 
Grove churches assisted in the organization. 

Charter members were Mrs. B. B. Hearns- 
berger, Mrs. Flora Hardman, R. W. Hearnsberger, 
Mrs. R. W. Hearnsberger, Mrs. J. T. McClain, Mrs. 
Florence Fielder Mullins, Mrs. Nancy Fielder, 
Mrs. Hattie Fielder, C. S. McMurry and Mrs. C. S. 
McMurry. 


Bro. Gardner Jones was the first pastor. 
For the first few months the church held services 
in a schoolhouse at Fielder Springs. 


Property was secured on a county road 
west of Fordyce on Dec. 4, 1904, and work was be- 
gun on a building the following March. 

Other pastors of Beech Grove were R. A. 
Raney, A. F. Willis, T. L. Attwood, George 
Richardson, Garland Murry, G. M. Ford, W. J. 
Carter, A. Calvert, L. B. Moseley, and J. C. John- 
son from 1936 until his death Dec. 26, 1970. 

In July of 1947 the present property was 
purchased, and a new building was begun imme- 
diately. The first services were held on March 28, 
1948. An addition was made to the building in 
1950. 

A third building program was begun in 
___, with a 50 X 84 auditorium anda two-story 
educational building. Additional property was 
purchased in Nov. of 1975. 


ludson Baptist Association 


Central Missionary Baptist Church 
Warren 

Central MBC was organized on March 31, 
1946 in the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Warren, 
with forty-eight charter members. Southside 
MBC of Star City, extended the arm and spon- 
sored the work. 

Brethren Stacy Owen and C. H. (Havis) 

McBryde, missionaries. Bro. Stacy Owen, the 
first pastor, served until his death in 1950. W. H. 
Mosley was the first church clerk. 
In March of 1947 the church built a block build- 
ing with six Sunday School rooms. In Sep. of 
1947 the church bought a parsonage, located 
where the present sanctuary stands. This par- 
sonage was replaced by the present, brick par- 
sonage, built in 1960. The parsonage was en- 
larged and remodeled in 1981. 


1A Michael Bozeman was a messenger from Mt. 
Bethel Church, 7 miles SW of Arkadelphia, and was 
elected as Clerk of the Saline Association at its first 
meeting in 1836. Also, please see his reply to a letter 
inviting him to participate in the 1881 session of the 
Saline Association. 

2It should be noted that preaching services were usu- 
ally arranged for several locations during an associa- 
tional meeting. This would include the buildings of 
other faiths or a school building. If there were no 
other buildings available nearby, the preaching 
might be held under a brush arbor. 


3This is the first official mention of the General As- 
sociation. The organizational meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist General Association was held in 
Little Rock on April 10-11, 1902. 


41t should be noted that many school districts simply 
didn't provide for a High School. Therefore, this was 
not an attempt to provide a Christian High School as 
an alternative to a public High School. In the first 
few years of its operation, the Missionary Baptist 
College at Sheridan featured a large high school de- 
partment, for the same reason. 


ZI 


In 1966 an education annex with offices 
and seven classrooms was added. In 1976 a new 
sanctuary, two offices, and six classrooms were 
completed. 

Other pastors include Julian Anders, 
Lawrence Crawford, D. S. Madden, Thomas 
Krank, G. S. Crane, Roy Chapman, Franklin 
Shepherd, Avad Glenn, and Bro. Jerry Carter, 
who has been pastor since 1968. 

When the 1950 split occurred, which re- 
sulted in the organization of the BMA, Central 
Church was greatly affected. The pastor stated 
that he would not remain as pastor if the church 
continued affiliation with the ABA. Neverthe- 
less, the church voted to continue in the ABA. As 
a result, 51 letters of dismission were granted, 
including the former pastor. 


Pine Bluff Association 


The Pine Bluff Association of Missionary 
Baptist Churches was organized June 7, 1861 in 
Pine Bluff. Representatives from the following 
churches probably met in the Baptist Church in 
Pine Bluff, located then at Olive and Barraque 
Street. , 

The churches and messengers were: 

Pine Bluff, J. P. B. Alexander, T. A. Reed, 
A. M. Dodd 

Good Hope, A. D. Blackwell, W. R. Janes, C. 
W. McAlister 

Providence, E. Tiner, J. C. Goldman, A. S. 
Wathem 

Spring Hill, S. J. Appling, Hugh M. 
Wilkinson 

Red Bluff, G. D. Hardy, P. P. Siler, H. Ram- 
sey 

Orean, no letter, no messenger 

Antioch, no letter, no messenger 

This meeting was for organization and 
setting a time and place for the First Annual Ses- 
sion. Although Antioch and Orean were noted as 
sending no messenger and no letter, these 
churches appear to have indicated an interest in 
the Association, and were considered as being 
part of the organization. ! 

The Pine Bluff Church failed during the 
Civil War. The present First Baptist Church was 
organized in 1876. Providence, Orean, and Red 
Bluff (Redfield) have had a continual existence. 
The other churches have disbanded. Spring Hill 
was the largest church at this time, with a mem- 
bership of 143 in 1862. This church was located 
about four miles southeast of Grapevine. Red 
Bluff was between Redfield and the Arkansas 
River. Good Hope was a small church that listed a 
Pine Bluff address. Antioch was across the river 
from Pine Bluff. 

There was no preaching during this meet- 
ing in Pine Bluff and no statistical report. Bro. J. 
P. B. Alexander was elected moderator and T. A. 
Read was elected clerk, both from the church in 
Pine Bluff. The Constitution, Rules of Decorum, 
and Abstract of Faith of the Judson Association 
were adopted. Very few changes have been made 
since the Association's beginning. The name Pine 
Bluff Association was chosen at this organiza- 
tional meeting. 

An executive committee was elected, and 
the first regular meeting was set for Providence 
Church, twelve miles west of Pine Bluff for Octo- 
ber, 1861. Bro. George D. Hardy was elected to 
preach the introductory sermon, with Bro. 


John G. Taylor as the alternate. The messengers 
agreed to correspond with the following Associa- 
tions: 

Judson, Elder Hugh M. Wilkinson, J. P. B. 
Alexander, J. J. Randolph, W. H. Bradshaw 

Bartholomew, Elder W. M. Lea and 
Jonathan Holcomb 

Saline, J. C. Goldman, E. Tiner, G. D. 
Hardy, A. S. Warthan, A. M. Dodd, T. A. Read 

Caroline, W. H. Bradshaw, P. P. Siler, 
Harrison Ramsey 

Committees were appointed to write re- 
ports on the following subjects: On the condition 
of the colored population, missions, Sunday 
schools, and Temperance. 


First Annual Meeting-1861 

The First Annual Meeting convened on 
Friday, October 17, 1861 with the Providence 
Baptist Church, located on the Princeton Pike, 
about twelve miles west of Pine Bluff, in Jeffer- 
son County. This church was organized in 1858 
with 9 members by Eld. R. J. Coleman, who was 
also the first moderator of the Association. By 


1861 the church had 80 members.2 

At this meeting eleven churches were 
added: 

From the Saline Association: Philadel- 
phia, Big Creek, Liberty, Shiloh, and Fairview 

From the Judson Association: East Union 

New churches: Gum Springs, Corinth, 
Mount Pleasant, Mill Creek, and Oak Grove. 

Philadelphia, Big Creek (First Baptist, 
Sheridan), Fairview, East Union, Corinth, and 
Shiloh, continue as active churches. Liberty Bap- 
tist Church, which was located seven miles 
northwest of Sheridan, was a great church for 
many years, but finally disbanded in 1945. Gum 
Springs was in Saline County, with an address 
listed as Hurricane. Mt. Pleasant, Mill Creek and 
Oak Grove were located in Jefferson County. 

This First Annual Associational meeting 
started on Friday morning and continued 
through Monday. 

Preaching during this session were: 
George D. Hardy, Red Bluff, preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon on Friday Morning. Eld. R. J. 
Coleman preached the Missionary Sermon at 
11:00 A.M. on Sunday, and Eld. John Cheek 
preached at 2:00 P.M. Eld. R. J. Coleman was 
Moderator in 1861 and 1862. 


Pine Bluff Association 
1861 Statistical Table 


Church & County Post-Office Pastors 
Pine Bluff, Pine Bluff 
Jefferson 
Providence, Pine Bluff R.J. Cole- 
Jefferson man 
Good Hope, Pine Bluff John Cheek 
Jefferson 
Spring Hill, Jeffer- Brooks H.M. Wilk- 
son erson 
Red Bluff, Plum Bayou’ RJ. Cole- 
Jefferson man 
Orean, Byrds George D. 
Jefferson Springs Hardy 
Antioch, Swan Lake H.M. Wilk- 
Arkansas erson 
Philadelphia, Turin R.J. Cole- 
Saline man 
Big Creek, Mary Green _D.G. Barnett 
Saline 
Liberty, Saline Belfast D.G. Barnett 
Fair View, Saline Haricane John Wal- 
ters 
East Union, Little Rock John Cheek 
Pulaski 
Gum Spring, Haricane John Cheek 
Saline Creek 
Corinth, Saline Henslees D.G. Barnett 
Springs 
Mt. Pleasant, Dary Saw John G. 
Jefferson Taylor 
Shiloh, Saline Cherry R.J. Cole- 
Grove man 
Mill Creek, Pine Bluff John Cheek 
Jefferson 
Oak Grove, Pine Bluff J.C. Powers 
Jefferson 
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Clerks Messengers Mb 
A. M. Dodd J.P.B. Alexander, T.A. 80 
Reid, Wm. Majors 
J.C. Gold- J.C. Goldman, E. Tiner, 69 
man H.H. Jenkins 
A.D. Black- A.D. Blackwell, W. Bell, i 
well W.R. Janes 14 
S.J. Appling H.M. Wilkerson, J.G. 102 
Taylor, E.D. Taylor 
PP oer G.D. Hardy, L. Dison, 13 
Pr, ouer 
H.J. Slaugh- John Parks, N. Patterson, 25 
ter H.B. Jarnagan 
W.H. Brad- A.D. Nicks, W.H. Bradshaw 8 
shaw 
H. Halbert R.J. Coleman, L: Collins; 102 
W.A. Wilson 
Isaac Shep- J. Shepherd, J.H. Brazile, 80 
herd R.S. Farrar 
W.T. Poe W.T: Poe; DG Barnet Ciere4 
Barnett 
James Ball  J.S. Morton, J.H. Blalock, 27 
Wm. Lester 
H.C. Wallis O.D. Slaughter, S. Weaver, 21 
H.C. Wallis 
D.N. Beard, J.A. Jones, 20 
M.D. Slaughter 
S.C. Henslee W.S. Shepherd, S.C. 23 
Henslee, W.M. Ball 
S.R. Rhoden, C. Taylor, 12 
D.H. Clay 
Thomas A.  W.H. Shepherd, T.A. 18 
Morriss Morriss 
S.B. Morriss ot 
J.L. Hunter Joseph L. Hunter 1 


Eld. R. J. Coleman® 
Eld. R. J. Coleman was born in Mecklen- 
burg Co., Virginia, Dec. 6, 1817. He was saved in 
August, 1834, at a camp meeting, and was bap- 
tized by old Bethel church in September. 

He moved to West Tennessee, Haywood Co. 
in 1836 near Brownsville, and became a member 
of Russell Springs church. He received 
the impression to preach at a meeting in August, 
1837. In December, 1837, Coleman married 
Martha A. Tanner. 

Coleman stated he left Haywood Co., 
Tenn. on Feb. 24, 1843 with a wife, three chil- 
dren, and $50. They settled in what was then 
Clark Co. [now Dallas Co.], on the east side of the 
Ouachita River, where Coleman did farm work. 

In 1845 there was one little Baptist 
Church at the village of Tulip in Dallas Co. with 7 
or 8 members. Col. W. H. Bayless, a Baptist 
preacher settled there and organized the second 
church in the county. In 1846 a camp meeting was 


held at Tulip and the church was built up. At the 
end of the year they moved to Princeton. R. J. 
Coleman wrote, "At the end of that year (1845) I 
settled in the neighborhood of Princeton (Dallas 
County). At that time L. H. Bethell moved into our 
neighborhood. He was a Baptist minis- 
ter... During that year there was a church formed 
at his insistence in the town of Princeton of 
which myself and wife were constituent members 
together with five or six others. 

In 1846 Coleman attended the meeting of 
the old Saline Association at Bluff Springs near 
Cypress Creek. Coleman also attended the orga- 
nizational meeting of the ABSC at Tulip in 1848 
and "was much impressed with the duty of 
preaching the Gospel. Coleman was made a dea- 
con that same year. 

He stated that his pastor, W. H. Wyatt "was 
constantly at me on the subject of my duty to 
preach. In 1848 Coleman also "commenced to 
take the Tennessee Baptist edited by Dr. B. C. 
Howell and J. R. Graves." 
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Finally Coleman preached his first ser- 
mon in April of 1852 and was licensed the same 
year. He was ordained in March, 1854, by a pres- 
bytery called by Princeton Church consisting of 
Elders H. H. Coleman, J. V. McCulloch, and R. M. 
Thrasher. 

His first pastorate was Holly Springs, 
then Harmony Church in Ouachita Co. and then 
Princeton until 1858. Other churches pastored 
during this time included Spring Hill, now in 
Grant Co., and Rockport, near Malvern. 

In 1858 he settled in the Pine Bluff area 
"and did a great work in that section’. He 
"preached once a month at Pine Bluff and putting 
my time at other destitute places; one Sunday in 
Saline Co. [now Grant] with a dilapidated church 
called Shiloh, in the vicinity of Eld. Jesse Reeves; 
continued preaching there four years. It was 
twenty-five miles for me, and I realized about $30 
per year." 

Eld. Coleman also organized Providence 
Baptist Church July 31, 1858 (Jefferson Co.) and 
was its pastor through 1861. He was elected Mod- 
erator of the Association at its first meeting in 
1861 and again in 1862, and was listed as a mes- 
senger from Philadelphia. In 1862 he was again a 
messenger from Philadelphia, and was pastor of 


Liberty and Red Bluff Churches.* 

According to Rogers (p. 168), Eld. Coleman 
also organized the Redfield Church in 1859. 
There Coleman's salary of $100 per year for 
preaching once per month was paid by Peter 
Siler, a well-to-do farmer. This farmer and wife, 
and two other couples originally made up the 
church. 

Coleman stated, "In the fall of 1862 I re- 
moved to Saline Co. (now Grant), and settled near 
Turin post office. I had preached there during 
that year at old Philadelphia church, one of the 
oldest churches in that section. I continued to 
preach for it up to the end of 1863. 

"During those years I preached for Shiloh, 
Philadelphia, Providence, Red Bluff [Redfield] 
and Liberty, in the Poe settlement. At that church 
we had a glorious revival in 1862, mostly 
amongst the young folks. I think there were fif- 
teen or more baptisms at that meeting. 

Coleman did not mention the organiza- 
tion of the Pine Bluff Association or his affilia- 
tion with it. Apparently, that was because the au- 
tobiography was being written in 1894 by the re- 
quest of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
But just for the record, the minute listed R. J. 
Coleman as moderator of the first regular session 
at Providence in Oct. 1861 and in 1862 at 
Philadelphia. There were no meetings in 1863 
and 1864 due to the Civil War. Coleman was not 
mentioned in connection with the organiza- 
tional meeting on June 7, 1861 at Pine Bluff, with 
J. P. B. Alexander, Pine Bluff serving as modera- 
tor. 

At the first regular meeting on Oct. 17, 
Coleman led prayer for the afternoon session, 


and then was appointed as a reader of the church 
letters. When correspondence from sister associ- 
ations was called for, "Elder R. J. Coleman, for- 
merly of the Saline, stated that he had been ap- 
pointed Messenger from said Association and di- 
rected to write a letter but had neglected to do 


so."2 The committee on preaching appointed 
Coleman to preach "the Missionary sermon on 
Sunday morning at 11 o'clock,..."The minute re- 
ported, "Sunday morning at 11 o'clock Elder 
Coleman preached to a very attentive congrega- 
tion, after which a collection was made, amount- 
ing in pledges to $165." 

Elder Coleman was appointed as a Corre- 
sponding Messenger to the Saline, Judson, and 
Bartholomew associations. 

According to that minute, Elder Coleman 
was pastor of Providence, which had 69 mem- 
bers; Red Bluff, which had 13 members; Philadel- 
phia, which had 102 members, and Shiloh, 
which had 18 members. 

After the Little Rock church became the 
First Christian Church in 1832, it was several 
years before another effort was begun in Little 
Rock. A church was organized in 1858 when two 
Baptist preachers, Rev. E. N. Chenault and wife 
and Dr. P. S. G. Watson and wife organized them- 
selves into a church, with Dr. Watson as pastor. 

As was usual in the area, apparently the 
Civil War exerted its toll on the young church, for 
in 1866 the church was reorganized in the home 
of deacon Benjamin Brantly. In April of 1866, 
Deacon Brantly invited Eld. Coleman to come on 
a fifth Sunday and baptize four new members, 
who included two of the deacon's children. Eld. 
Coleman continued to minister to the church on 
the Fifth Sundays for several years, possibly as 


long as 1873.6 Possibly under Coleman's influ- 
ence, this church was represented in the 1868 ses- 
sion of the Pine Bluff Assoc. 

"In the spring of 1863 I bought a place near 
White Bluff on the Arkansas River." Accordingly, 
Coleman's work in later years was primarily 
north of Little Rock, particularly in Faulkner 
and White Counties. During this period, Eld. 
Coleman was pastor of Mt. Pleasant, near Cabot, 
and other churches in the Caroline Association. 

He was recording secretary of the ABSC in 
1856-1857 and preached the convention sermon 
in 1879 and also in 1890. He died in the home of 
his daughter in Little Rock, Dec. 6, 1897 on his 
eightieth birthday.” 


1862 

The Second Annual Session was held with 
Philadelphia, then located in Saline County 
(Grant Co. was not created until 1869), six miles 
northeast of Jenkin's Ferry. The meeting started 
Saturday, October 18, and again continued 
through Monday. They adjourned at the close of 
the Saturday evening service to reconvene on 
Monday Morning. Monday was considered as the 
second day of the Association. No business was 
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transacted on Sunday. We note that this was 
practiced until 1918, at which time the Associa- 
tion started on Friday, eliminating the Monday 
session. In 1948 the Sunday session was discon- 
tinued. 

At this 1862 meeting W. T. Poe was elected 
Clerk, a position he held for several years. He was 
also clerk of Liberty Church. It seems a large con- 
gregation attended this meeting. Eld. John G. 
Taylor, from Spring Hill Church, preached the 
Introductory Sermon. Good Hope and Fairview 
failed to represent, but Mount Tabor and Mt. Zion 
came in as new churches, making again eighteen 
churches representing. Mount Tabor's address 
was listed as Turin, now in Grant County. Mt. 
Zion's address was listed as Lehi, now in Cleve- 
land County. 

On Sunday, Eld. John Y. Lindsay, 
preached at 10:00. He was a visitor from Saline 
Association, where he served as pastor of Ken- 
tucky Baptist Church and other churches from 
1845 until his death in 1866. At 11:00 A.M. Bro. 
Coleman preached the Missionary sermon to a 
large and attentive congregation, with truth and 
power, after which a collection of $32.25 was 
taken for missions in the bounds of the Associa- 
tion. At 2:00 P.M. the stand was occupied by Bro. 
W. F. Phelps, and there was a cheering manifesta- 
tion that the Lord was with us. 

On Monday various reports were read. G. 
D. Hardy presented a report on Temperance. In 
presenting the report on Sunday Schools, Bro. R. 
J. Coleman stated, "...in view of the present con- 
fusion in our land ... so much greater the impor- 
tance of raising our children right ... It is true 
that our facilities for the proper conducting of 
Sunday Schools are poor, inasmuch as we cannot 
now obtain regular Sunday School literature, but 
we have other good books and tracts in almost ev- 
ery family that can be used, and, what is better 
still, we have Bibles and Testaments...." W. H. 
Bradshaw presented a report on "Condition of the 
Colored Population." 

It was voted the next annual session 
would be with Spring Hill Church, 5 miles SE of 
Grapevine. R. J. Coleman was the preach the 
Introductory sermon and J. G. Taylor a mission- 
ary sermon. However, this meeting failed to ma- 
terialize due to the Civil War, which curtailed 
many church and associational activities. In 
fact, a detachment of federal soldiers invaded 
Pine Bluff. They quartered in the Baptist Church 
which was the only brick building in town. The 
membership of this church as well as other 
churches was disrupted. Many were away as Con- 
federate soldiers; some died in service. The 
church building was dilapidated and abandoned, 
finally the church disbanded and was not reor- 
ganized until about 1876. There was great distress 
and anxiety throughout the bounds of the Associ- 
ation. The Association failed to meet in 1863 and 
1864. 


1865 

The Third Annual Session met with 
Philadelphia Church on Saturday, Oct. 14, with 
only eleven churches representing. Pine Bluff 
and Providence did not represent at this meeting. 
The Introductory Sermon was by Eld. D. J. Bar- 
nett, who was from Corinth. Dr. J. S. Morton, 
from Liberty Church, was elected Moderator and 
W. T. Poe was re-elected as Clerk. Sardis Church 
came into the Association. 

Preaching services included, Eld. M. H. 
Parker on Saturday night and also on Sunday at 
9:00 A.M.; Dr. J. S. Morton on Missions at 11:00 
A.M; Eld. J. J. Debois at 3:00 P.M. and Eld. D. J. 
Barnett at night. Elders Parker and Debois were 
from the Bartholomew Association. 

The three largest churches reporting were 
Philadelphia, 108 members; Big Creek, 107 
members, and Liberty 95 members, including 44 
who had been baptized during the year. Big Creek 
reported 12 baptized and 16 dead. Spring Hill, 
which reported 143 members in 1862, had 
dropped to 70, and reported no baptisms and no 
pastor. 

The money sent by the churches was inad- 
equate, but somehow they managed to print the 
minutes and the clerk was voted to be paid $10 for 
his service. The 1862 and 1865 minutes were 
printed in one volume. 


Reconstruction Period 

The years from 1865 to about 1878 have 
been termed the Reconstruction Period, a time 
which brought many problems to churches and 
their activities. Devastation and poverty was. in 
the land. Economic loss in the South was almost 
beyond calculation. Confederate currency and 
credit were worthless and U. S. money virtually 
non-existent. Many homes, churches and busi- 
nesses had been destroyed. Military law re- 
mained for many years. Carpetbaggers and Scal- 
lywags plagued the land. Our Association was 95 
per-cent rural and the educational advantage was 
very scanty. Many churches disbanded. Others 
had no pastors and money to buy Sunday School 
literature. For many years, nearly all the 
churches had only "part-time" preaching. 


It was agreed the next session would con- 
vene at Spring Hill (Jefferson Co.) October, 1866 
and that Elder Hugh M. Wilkinson preach the 
Introductory Sermon, with Eld. U. J. Newell as 
the alternate. Before closing the Association with 
prayer, they sang a hymn and gave the parting 
hand to each member. 

We have no minutes for the years 1866 
and 1867. 

1868 

The Association met again with Philadel- 
phia Church, October 18-20. Moderator W. M. Lea 
stated that inasmuch as he had served them for 
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several years, the duties of the office be placed on 
another. 

Accordingly, Elder W. H. Roberts was 
elected Moderator, but Eld. W. M. Lea was elected 
as clerk. First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
andHarmony Baptist Church, Prattsville, came 
into the Association. Providence and Mt. 
Pleasant, absent during the Civil War, came back 
into the Association. W. H. Roberts was probably 
from First Baptist, Little Rock, as he was their 
first post-war pastor. He was listed as pastor of 
the Pine Bluff Church in the 1869 minute. 

Samuel Stevenson, H. R. Cheek, L. M. Pat- 
terson and Eld. E. N. Chenault from the Columbia 
Association were invited to take seats. Corre- 
spondence was received from the Saline, Bart- 
holemew and Judson Associations by letter and 
messengers, and from Caroline by letter. 

Hugh M. Wilkinson, pastor of Shiloh and 
Sardis, and J. G. Taylor were placed on the com- 
mittee for publications. Their report included, 
"Also, we would recommend the 'Baptist,' a reli- 
gious and family journal, now published in 
Memphis, Tenn., edited by Elder J. R. Graves. 

An interesting note was contained in the 
report of the committee on preaching. "Inasmuch 
as the House of Worship was burned last fall, El- 
der W. H. Roberts will preach tonight at Bro. 
Nathan Pumphreys; Elders Lea and Moore at 
Harmony Church and Elder Jones at Bro. Crutch- 
fields. On the Sabbath at 9:30 A.M., Elder Samuel 
Stevenson preached, Elder J. S. Morten preached 
the Missionary Sermon at 11 A.M., and Elder W. 
H. Roberts preached again at 2 P.M. 


The Association voted to return the corre- 
spondence to the Saline Association, Elders Hugh 
M. Wilkinson, W. T. Poe; the Judson, Caroline, 
and Bartholomew, Elders J. G. Taylor and C. A. 
Gartman. 

Elder W. H. Roberts was elected to preach 
the Introductory Message and Elder W. M. Lea was 
elected to preach the Missionary Message, and 
also write the Circular Letter. 


Eld. William M. Lea 

William M. Lea was born in North Car- 
olina in 1817 and came to Arkansas as a mis- 
sionary in 1851. His first mission work was at 
Helena. He was pastor of the Pine Bluff Church 
before the Civil War, and later pastor in Little 
Rock, Forrest City and other places. 

Elder Lea was president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention in 1857-1868, and was 
clerk of the Pine Bluff Association in 1870 and 
moderator in 1870 and 1871. He was listed as a 
messenger from Liberty Church in 1870 and 
1871. 

In addition to his important work as a 
missionary and pastor, he engaged in many doc- 
trinal debates. He led in raising a subscription of 
$75,000 toward establishing a Baptist College 
which the Civil War swept away. The last records 
indicate he was a visitor to the Association in 
1883, when it met at Liberty Church in Grant 
County. At this meeting, by request, he preached 
the missionary sermon and gave an eloquent 
farewell address. The date and place of death are 
unknown. 


1868 Statistical Table 


Churches Delegates 

Liberty J. S. Morton, U. J. Newell, W. T. 
Poe 

Big Creek W. N. Shepherd, J. H. Sudduth, L. 
H. Kemp 

Corinth A. Davidson, W. L. Poe, J.T. Wright 

Philadelphia J.H. Crutchfield, W.S. Carroll, 
H.A. Gregory 

East Union J.H. Palmer, R. Lawhorn, C. Walls 

Orion G.A. Robertson, U. Downs, G.C. Lit- 
low 


Spring Hill J.T. Holloway, T. Briles 


Sardis Cc aGarttman, ED Tayoryl. =). 
Maybey 

Shiloh H.M. Wilkinson, T.A. Morris, 
J.W.A. Hood 

Oak Grove A.M. Atkinson, J.A. Dorroh 

Pine Bluff not represented 

Mt. Zion not represented 

Fair View E. Sorsbee, J. B. Ball, T. Lassiter 

Mill Creek not represented 


First, Little W.H. Robert, W. M. Lea, N.P. Moore 
Rock 
Mt. Pleasant J.G. Taylor, J. Pratt, J.P. Taylor 


Pastor Clerk and P.O. Mbr 
U.J. Newell W. T. Poe, Benton 90 
U. J. Newell J. Shepperd, Cherry oo 

Grove 
U.J. Newell W.L. Poe, Benton 57 


J.G. Taylor Henry Halbert, Turin 79 


J.H. Patterson J. Rhodes, Little Rock 43 
L.W. Patterson G.C. Litlow, Pine Bluff 46 


J. T. Holloway, Pine 24 
Bluff 
H.M. Wilkin- E.D. Taylor, Darysaw 92 
son 
H.M. Wilkin- J.W.A. Hood, Cherry 34 


son Grove 

M.G. Moran J.S. Hunter, Pine 18 
Bluff 

E. Sorsbee C. Murry, Little Rock 


W. H. Robert H. Haythornewhite, 84 
Little Rock 
C.A. Gartman J. Pratt, Darysaw 13 
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Harmony W.G. Wilson, J. Pratt, W.A. Wilson E. Sorsbee W.A. Wilson, 38 
Prattsville 

Providence J.C. Goldman, N. Coker, E.L. Ma- J.G. Taylor J.C. Goldman, 9 
jors Pine Bluff 


1869 

The Seventh Annual Session met with 
Sardis Church. Eld. Hugh M. Wilkinson was 
elected Moderator and W. A. Wilson was elected 
clerk. The introductory message was by Eld. U. J. 
Newell. 

Sabbath preaching as recorded: 9:30 A.M., 
Eld. Benjamin Thomas; the Missionary sermon 
at 11:00 A.M. by Eld. W. M. Lea, 3 P.M. by Eld. J. L. 
Blitch; Sunday night at the church Eld. E. Sosbee 
at E. Taylor's, Eld. S. Gardener and Samuel 
Stevenson; at Spring Hill Church, Eld. D. J. Bar- 
nett and Eld. L. M. Patterson; at Mayberg's, Eld. 
U. J. Newell; at Jacob Lybrand's, Eld. L. S. Laster. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Friendship, Millenial, and Bethel churches. 

The churches were requested to send dele- 

gates to Harmony Church in November, 1869, to 
organize a Sabbath School Convention. 
Names of ordained ministers and the post offices: 
W. M. Lea, Little Rock; Hugh M. Wilkinson, 
Cherry Grove; U. J. Newell, Benton; J. G. Taylor, 
Pine Bluff; D. J. Barnett, Benton; Capres A. Gart- 
man, Pine Bluff; J. S. Morton, Prattsville; J. S. 
Taylor, Pine Bluff; H. A. Gregory, Prattsville; W. 
B. Jones, Pine Bluff; Elias Soesbee, Prattsville; L. 
M. Patterson, Bird Springs; T. R. Lawrence, Bird 
Springs 


Mt. Zion Church made the following 
query: Is feet washing a church ordinance? An- 
swer--It is not an ordinance as baptism and the 
Lord's Supper, but an emblematical representa- 
tion of humiliation. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended: "...we would call special attention to The 
Baptist, a weekly religious and family journal, 
now published in Memphis, Tenn. edited by Elder 
J. R. Graves." 

John G. Taylor worked as a Missionary 
the past year. His reported stated, "Your mission- 
ary has to report 31 days spent in the mission 
work, assisted 7 days by C. A. Gartman--Traveled 
441 miles, delivered 19 sermons, 51 public 
prayers, 7 lectures, visited 25 families, received 
into the fellowship of the churches 12 by bap- 
tism, 9 by voucher and constituted two churches." 

John G. Taylor was pastor of Providence, 
and C. A. Gartman was pastor at Sardis and 
Friendship. 

A "Circular Letter" was prepared by Ben- 
jamin Thomas and printed in the minutes. The 
subject was, "Is a Church that holds only 
monthly meetings a model, primitive, scriptural 
church?" His conclusion, in brief, was, "It could 
be primitive but not a model." 

A letter was received from First Baptist in 
Little Rock asking for a letter of dismission and 


also advice of the body. The letter of dismission 
was granted, and it was recommended the church 
call for an advisory council composed of a dele- 
gate from each church of this association, to give 
such advice as they deem best. The minutes do not 
state the nature of the problem. 


Hugh M. Wilkinson 

Hugh M. Wilkinson was born at New York, 
Sep. 20, 1820, as his parents were arriving as 
immigrants from Scotland to America. They 
eventually settled in Tennessee. Hugh M. married 
a Miss Patrick, and moved from Tennessee or 
Mississippi to Star City, Ark. 

He was already married, a practicing 
physician and a Baptist preacher when he ar- 
rived in this state. He and his family settled later 
in the Spring Hill community, about four miles 
southeast of what is now Grapevine. Dr. Wilkin- 
son seems to have been prominent in the organi- 
zational meeting of the Association at Pine Bluff, 
as well as the first two annual sessions. He was 
listed in the 1861 and 1862 Minute as a messen- 
ger and pastor of Spring Hill Church. 

He entered the Confederate Army, serving 
as a medical doctor. He was a prisoner of the 
Union Army for more than a year, during which 
time his first wife died. He was married the sec- 
ond time to Mary Gartman of the Spring Hill 
community. Dr. Wilkinson was the father of ten 
children, five by each wife. One son, George, be- 
came a minister and preached in this Associa- 
tion and also the Saline Association. 

Hugh M. Wilkinson was elected as Moder- 
ator of the Association in 1869. He was listed as a 
messenger from Shiloh, with a Cherry Grove post 
office. He was messenger and pastor of Shiloh 
Churchin 1870-1871, and pastor of Sardis in 
1871. We have no records from 1872 through 
1880, but he left Shiloh with his family about 
1878 and settled in Montgomery Co., Ark. He 
practiced medicine and preached up until the 
time of his death, August 10, 1884. He was buried 
in Reed's Mill Graveyard. His wife remained in 
Montgomery Co. with the family and about 1895 
moved back to The New Hope Community, Grant 
Co., and again attended Shiloh Church. Mrs. 
Wilkinson died January 19, 1904 and was buried 


at Grapevine.® 
1870 

The Eighth Annual Session was held with 
Fairview Church. W. M. Lea was elected Modera- 
tor and W. A. Wilson was re-elected clerk. The 
Introductory Sermon was delivered by Moses 
Green. Saturday Night at early candle-lighting, 
Eld. Benjamin Thomas was followed by Eld. R. M. 
Thrasher. Sunday Morning Eld. W. M. Lea 
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preached, followed by Eld. N. G. Collins at 11:00 
A.M. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Saline, Bartholomew, Judson and Caro- 
line Associations. 

The Committee on Missions reported: 
"There is a great destitution along the eastern and 
south-eastern bounds of our association, espe- 
cially among the colored part of our population. 
We earnestly invite the attention of the associa- 
tion to the importance of sending a missionary 
among the colored people, who are asking us to 
give them preaching." Respectfully submitted, L. 
Quinn, Chairman. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools noted 
that of the twenty churches who reported, there 
were ten Sunday Schools in the Association, with 
an enrollment of 320. 

Arrangements were made for district 
meetings within the Association. The topics to be 
discussed at the Third District Meeting were "The 
Mode and Design of Baptism, Communion, Cana 
Church Deal with a Member for Non-attendance 
on Saturday Church Meetings, Preservation of 
Saints in Grace, Church Discipline as Given by 
Christ and the Apostles, Ministerial Support and 
Qualifications and Duties of Deacons." 

(Since the churches were all part-time, 
and there was no Bible School for pastoral train- 
ing, these District Meetings served a useful and 
needful purpose) 

At that meeting it was resolved "that we 
locate the Association at Big Creek Church for a 
number of years, or until this is rescinded, with 
the understanding that the meeting house be fur- 
nished and camps are prepared by the church, 
aided by others. 

Bro. LeRoy Polk noted, "We do know that 
the Association met at Big Creek in 1871 and 
1872 as suggested by this resolution, but as to how 
much longer we have no record at the present 
time. 


1871 

The 1871 meeting was held with Big Creek 
Church in Sheridan, Oct. 14-16. Eld. W. M. Lea 
was re-elected moderator and W. A. Wilson was 
re-elected as clerk-treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Fourche, Mars Hill, Flat Bayou and Plum Bayou 
churches. 

A corresponding messenger was present 
from the Judson Association. 

The Introductory Sermon was brought by 
Eld. Benjamin Thomas; at early candle-light, 
Eld. Elias Soesbee preached, followed by L. M. 
Patterson. On Sunday Morning Eld. Sol Gardner, 
a visitor from Bradley Co. preached, followed by 
W. M. Lea. J. S. Morton preached at 2 P.M. and at 
candle-light E. D. Taylor was followed by J. G. 
Taylor. Monday at 11 A.M., Eld. Benjamin 
Thomas preached again. 


The clerk was instructed to drop the 
names of Spring Hill and Mill Creek, they having 
dissolved. 

The church letters from Sardis and 
Shiloh stated a protest against the location of the 
Associational meetings. 

The Association employed Elder Joel 
Rushing, "a minister long known by many of us 
from Alabama, to commence the first of Febru- 
ary and ride until the Association meets at $2 per 
day." 
i A rather stout circular letter written by W. 
M. Lea, was opposed to "protestant daughters" and 
their baptisms, also sprinkling and pouring. 

1875 

The 1875 meeting was held with Corinth 
Church, Grant Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. J. W. Turner from Matt. 23:8. 

Eld. J. S. Morton was elected as Moderator 
and W.C.C. Dorrough as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Saline, Caroline, and Friendship Asso- 
ciations. 

The Committee on Preaching made the 
following appointments: At candle-light tonight, 
Eld. William Tucker; Sunday, 9:30 Eld. J. W. 
Turner (Little Rock, pastor of Central Baptist 
Church), 11 AM Eld. Benjamin Thomas (Little 
Rock, Central Baptist Church), 3 PM Eld. T. A. 
Reid (Red Bluff, Jefferson Co.) 

On motion, the treasurer of the Mission- 
ary Board was ordered to pay to Eld. T. A. Reid, 
the amount of $22.25 for services rendered as 
Missionary, etc. 

Eld. L. M. Patterson was elected to preach 
the Annual Sermon in 1876 and Eld. T. A. Reid 
the Missionary Sermon. The 1876 meeting was 
scheduled for Fairview Church. 

The Committee on Publication reported: 
"That we urge all our Baptist families to take 
some sound, religious newspaper, and we recom- 
mend the Western Baptist, published in this 
State, and the Memphis [Tennessee] Baptist, and 
the books published by our publishing house, 
among which we call attention to the Southern 
Baptist Publication Society, and especially do we 
urge the Sunday Schools to take "Kind Words." 

A move had been made by some brethren 
in the southern part of the State to form a Gen- 
eral Association. The Pine Bluff Assoc. consid- 
ered the matter, and the following response was 
made: 

"We believe that in union there is 
strength, and that any movement contrary to 
this is unwise and inexpedient; we think one gen- 
eral organization in a state is sufficient, and 
tends to unite the denomination and develop its 
strength more than several General Associa- 
tions. Therefore, we deem it inexpedient to accept 
the invitation to unite in the formation of a Gen- 
eral Association at New Edinburg..." 


We have no minutes from 1876-1880 
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1881 
The 1881 Session met with New Hope 


Church, Saline Co., Oct. 1-3.9 Eld. U. J. Newell 
was Moderator and W.C.C. Dorough was Clerk. 
These brethren had been serving, because the 


minute noted they were re-elected.!9 Bro. Newell 
was listed as pastor at Big Creek and Corinth. At 
various times he had also pastored Philadelphia, 
Liberty, Harmony, Shiloh, Little Creek, Orion 
and other churches. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Hope, Grant Co., Liberty Church, Saline Co., 
and Pilgrim's Rest. A letter from Fourche Church 
was referred to the Committee on Documents. 
This committee later reported the church had 
corrected the irregularities and that said church 
be restored to membership. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Saline Association. 

Eld. R. M. Lindsey preached the Introduc- 
tory Sermon. Others preaching during this ses- 
sion were: Saturday at early candle-light, Eld. B. 
F. Holford; Sabbath at 9 A.M., Eld. U. J. Newell, 
and at 11 AM, Eld. W. M. Lea preached the Mis- 
sionary Sermon to a large and attentive audi- 
ence. Eld. Benjamin Thomas preached at 3 P.M. 
Other preachers at this meeting included: Joshua 
Halbert, William Tucker, L. M. Patterson, W. B. 
McCool, J. H. Donham, and W. T. Poe. Visiting 
preachers included: C. B. Rhodes, J. C. Henderson, 
C. F. Moore, and Benjamin Thomas. 

Elder William Tucker was asked to write 
the Circular Letter. 

There was no missionary employed and 
very little was being contributed to missions. In 
the Report on Destitution, it was mentioned as 
regrettable that so many churches had only 
fourth-time preaching. Mabelvale and Alexander 
were mentioned as being entirely neglected. 

1882 

No minutes of the 1882 session are avail- 
able. The 1882 meeting was held with Mar's Hill 
Church in Saline County. Eld. H. R. Murry was 
elected to preach the Introductory Sermon and 
Eld. U. J. Newell was elected as alternate. Eld. 
William Tucker was elected Moderator and re- 
mained in this position for five years. W. C. C. 
Dorough was re-elected clerk. Eld. B. H. Holford 
was selected to write the circular letter. 

Note: It had been a common practice 
within associations for some brother within the 
association to write a circular letter. The circular 
letter usually addressed a need or issue the writer 
felt should be of concern for all the churches. 
This letter was circulated to the churches before, 
or was presented at the next association. The 
Pine Bluff Association discontinued this practice 
in 1888. 

Elder William Tucker 

William Tucker was born in Ohio, April 
29, 1838. He was saved in Illinois. He came to De- 
sha Co., AR in 1857. After the Civil War Tucker 


joined the New Zion Baptist Church, and was or- 
dained to preach in 186811. 

In the 1870's Tucker moved to Saline Co. 
and settled near Bryant. About 1893 he moved 
about 4 miles SE of Bauxite, near the Mt. Olive 
MBC. He served as pastor of Mt. Olive until his 
death. He also pastored many other churches in 
Saline and Grant counties, and preached a total 
of forty-two years. 

"His sermons were firm, sound and logi- 
cal, and showed that he was conversant with the 
Scriptures,...Bro. Tucker was a preacher in deed 
and truth. So much so that he would not engage in 
any other work with perhaps the cultivating of 
his little farm, for fear the remuneration would 
detract from his service to God."!2 

He was moderator of the Association from 
1882 until 1887. He served on the "peace commit- 
tee" for the Landmark brethren when efforts were 
being made to re-unite the Landmark and Con- 
vention factions after the split in 1902. He was a 
hard worker in the service of the Lord, even after 
he was advanced in years and his eyesight almost 
gone. He died in 1911 at the age of 73, and was 
buried in Mt. Olive Cemetery. 


William C. C. Dorough 

William C. C. Dorough was born in Cal- 
houn County, Mississippi, about 1843. His par- 
ents died when he was a child and he came with 
older brothers and sisters to the Sweet Home area 
of Pulaski County. He came to Grant County 
when a young man and taught school at Sheridan 
and Cedar Branch. He was married first to Cyn- 
tha Streeter and to them five children were born. 
He was married about 1889 to Mary Ella Posey, 
and to them were born three children. He was 
sheriff of Grant County for ten years. 

The 1905 Minute pictured Bro. Dorough 
with the statement, "was clerk of the Association 
for thirty years (1875-1904), serving longer than 
any before or since." He was Treasurer of the Gen- 
eral Association for three years. He was a faithful 
member of Big Creek, (now First Baptist) Sheri- 
dan. He died March, 1905, and was buried in Lost 
Creek Cemetery. 

1883 

The 1883 meeting met with Liberty 
Church in Grant County on October 20-22. 

Eld. William Tucker was re-elected mod- 
erator and Bro. W. C. C. Dorough, was re-elected 
as clerk-treasurer. 

A petitionary letter and messengers were 
received from Alexander Church. 

Those delivering messages at this meet- 
ing were Elias Sosebee, Introductory Message; W. 
L. Dale, Saturday at candle-light; Sunday at 11 
AM Elder W. M. Lea, and at 2 PM Elder Elias 
Sosebee preached the Missionary Message; and 
at candle-light J. H. Donham. 

Joshua Halbert had served as a mission- 
ary at a salary of $16 per month. After the 
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preaching of the Missionary Sermon, an offering 
was taken to purchase a horse for Eld. J. G. Tay- 
lor. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Saline, Friendship, and Caroline Associa- 
tions. 

1884 

The 1884 meeting was held with Harmony 
Church at Prattsville. By the request of Joshua 
Halbert, the Introductory Sermon was preached 
by W. P. DeBolt. Saturday at early candle-light 
Eld. J. E. McGovern preached. The Missionary 
Sermon on Sunday was by U. J. Newell, at 3 P.M. 
on Sunday, H. M. Harvey and on Sunday night, 
Loftin Quinn. An offering of $10.15 was raised 
and given to our aged and worthy, Eld. J. G. Tay- 
lor. 

The same officers were re-elected. 

A petitionary letter and delegates were re- 
ceived from Traskwood Church. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Friendship Association. 

The Report of Publications recommended 
the Tennessee Baptist, edited by Dr. J. R. Graves. 

Elders William Tucker and R. M. Lindsey 
had been employed as missionaries at $40 per 
month. They reported working forty days each, 
resulting in 86 baptisms. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Saline and Friendship Associations. 


1885 

The 1885 meeting was at Mt. Olive, Saline 
County on October 17-19. In the absence of Elder 
W. B. McCool, J. S. Hamilton, brought the Intro- 
ductory Message. Others preaching were Charles 
Shepherd, Saturday at early-candlelight; 
William Tucker, 11 AM Sunday, the Missionary 
Sermon; Frank White, 3 PM; Elias Sosebee at 
candle-light. 

The officers were re-elected. 

Petitionary Letters were received from 
Antioch (Saline Co.), Bryant, Mount Harmony, 
Landmark, Ephesus, and Providence. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Greenbrier, Friendship and Red River 
Associations. 

The following resolution was passed, 
"That the messengers, hereafter during the sitting 
of this body, be requested to abstain from the 
chewing of tobacco and spiting on the floor. 

Elders William Tucker and Charles Shep- 
herd had worked as missionaries. They reported 
62 baptisms and the organization of three 
churches. The largest churches representing at 
this meeting were Big Creek 145, Corinth 131, 
Harmony 128, Liberty 96, Fairview 87. New 
Friendship had baptized 28, giving them a mem- 
bership of 107. 

1886 

The 1886 meeting was with New Friend- 
ship, October 16-18. The Introductory Message 
was by Elder James Adams. 


The same officers were re-elected. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Sardis and Providence. 

Preaching at early candle-light was Elder 
W. B. McCool, and on Sunday at 9 AM, Elder M. H. 
Harvey; at 11 AM the Missionary Sermon, Elder 
Frank White, and at 3 PM, Elder R. C. Rhoden. 


1887 

The 1887 meeting was with Big Creek in 
Sheridan. 

The Introductory Message was brought by 
B. N. Hultson, and Saturday at candle-light a 
mass-meeting was held in the interest of Oua- 
chita College. J. B. Searcy spoke on behalf of the 
College which was about two years old. It was rec- 
ommended that our young men and women as 
well as our young ministers attend this college. 
This college and Buckner College were supported 
by many of our churches until the division in 
1902. 

On Sunday at 9 AM a Sunday School rally 
featured lectures by Elders J. B. Searcy, T. J. Var- 
nell, and others; at 11 AM J. B. Searcy preached 
at the church, L. M. Patterson at the courthouse; 
at 3 PM T. J. Varnell, and at early candle-light- 
ing, B. N. Hultsman at the church and William 
Tucker at the Methodist church building. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Lost Creek, Hensley, Macedonia, Lone Star and 
Humble Hope. 

This was a large and harmonious session. 
Elders Joshua Halbert and Joel Rushing were 
missionaries. It was stated that the destitute 
places were west of the Saline River and from 
Hurricane Creek to the Arkansas River. 


1888 

The 1888 meeting was with Fairview 
Church, beginning on October 20. Elder Ben Tay- 
lor preached the Introductory Message. 

Saline Church at Tull petitioned for 
membership. (need reps) 

Preaching at early candle light was J. H. 
Milburn, and on Sunday at 9:30 B. N. Hultsman, 
on the History of Baptist; at 11 AM J. H. Milburn 
on Bible Communion, and at early candle-light, 
R. L. Kirkland. 

Elders William Tucker and R. C. Rhoden 
continued as missionaries. They reported 27 bap- 
tisms. The minutes stated, "At a meeting of the 
board on February 20, 1888, we again employed 
R. C. Rhoden to work in the eastern part of this 
Association, to preach at Shiloh Church and Red- 
field. Agreed to pay Elder Rhoden $75, $30 of 
which was to be paid by the State Board." 

1889 

The 1889 meeting was at Sardis Church in 
Grapevine, October 18. 

A large congregation attended this meet- 
ing. J. W. Lybrand begin this year as Moderator of 
the Association, in which position he served 19 
years. Preaching at this meeting was by U. J. 
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Newell, W. B. McCool, James Adams and Joshua 
Halbert. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Hope and Amity Churches. 

W. C. Golden was a corresponding messen- 
ger from the Friendship Association. Corre- 
sponding messengers were sent to the Saline, 
Caroline, and Friendship Associations, and also 
to the State Convention. 

During these years a time and place for a 
Sunday School Convention was set. The next 
meeting was set for Corinth Church on Sunday, 
December 29, 1889. 

Elder Joshua Halbert had done mission- 
ary work, reporting 15 conversions and 7 bap- 
tisms. 


John W. Lybrand 

John W. Lybrand was born in South Car- 
olina, Oct. 1, 1844. He came to Grant Co. in the 
winter of 1847-48. He joined the Confederate 
Army two months before his 17th birthday, and 
was wounded twice. He was married the first time 
to Sarah Jane Ellis, Dec. 28, 1865 and to this 
union six children were born. He learned to read 
and write after his marriage to his first wife. His 
second marriage was to Fannie Macon, March 6, 
1883, and to them were born two children. 

Lybrand joined the Spring Hill Church, 
(four miles S. E. of Grapevine) September, 1876. 
He was the first postmaster of Grapevine and 
served twenty-five years (1876-1901). About 1886 
he became a member of the Sardis Church as well 
as a member of the Taylor Lodge. He was judge of 
Grant County for ten years (1882-1886, 1902- 
1906). 

He was a very efficient and well-liked 
Moderator of the Association for 19 years (1889- 
1897, 1900-1909). He died Jan. 26, 1926 and was 
buried in Sardis Cemetery, Grapevine. 

1890 

The 1890 meeting was with Orion Church. 
Elder James Adams preached the Introductory 
sermon. Elder A. J. Holt preached the missionary 
sermon Sunday at 11 AM, and Elder William 
Tucker preached at 7:30 PM. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Burning Bush, Little Creek and Mount Zion. 

The committee on destitution reported: 
"almost the entire eastern portion of the Asso- 
ciation, also partial destitution at Alexander and 
west of Little Rock. We recommend that there be a 
missionary employed to preach at Redfield, 
Hensley, Wrightsville, and Mabelvale; also Tow- 
ers school house, 10 miles west of Little Rock and 
Fenter school house in the northwest part of 
Grant County." Joshua Halbert still continued to 
do missionary work during the summer months. 

A rather strong statement was made in 
support of the mission work done by the State 
Board. 


1891 

The 1891 meeting was at Philadelphia 
Church on October 17. Eld. B. G. Manard preached 
the Introductory Sermon to a large and attentive 
congregation. He along with others delivered ad- 
dresses at 9 AM Sunday on the importance of 
Sunday Schools. He also preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon at 11 AM. J. W. Conger delivered an 
able address in the interest of Ouachita College 
and ministerial education. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Bethany, Marlow, Sharon, Antioch (Little Rock) 
and Redfield. 

A resolution passed to authorize the orga- 
nization of a Fifth Sunday Meeting, to meet on 
Friday night before the Fifth Sunday and con- 
tinue through Sunday. The churches were to send 
three messengers. Bryant was selected as the next 
meeting place of the meeting. 

B. F. Milan had worked as missionary 
during the previous year. 

Elders H. P. Haley and E. L. Rushing were 
selected to attend Ouachita College and a sub- 
scription was taken up for their support while at- 
tending said college. 

It was noted that Elder J. G. Taylor had 
died since the last meeting for the Association. 

1892 

The 1892 meeting was at Benton Church 
on October 15-17. The Introductory Message was 
by J. W. Harris, and at 7:30 PM on Saturday, L. F. 
Taylor preached. Both were visiting ministers. J. 
W. Harris preached the Missionary Sermon to a 
large and attentive audience at 11 AM on Sunday. 
R. M. Thrasher, a visitor from the Saline Associ- 
ation, preached at 3 PM on Sunday. At 7 PM, W. 
A. Clark preached a great sermon on the "Secu- 
rity of the Believer." This appears to be the first 
mention of W. A. Clark, who as editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist was at the center of the Associ- 
ational controversy about 10 years later. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Mount Ida Church. 

W. B. McCool and Joshua Halbert worked 
as missionaries for $1.50 per day. 

1893 

The 1893 meeting was at Corinth. The In- 
troductory Sermon was delivered by E. F. Ap- 
pling, the Missionary sermon at 11 AM on Sun- 
day by E. L. Rushing. At 3 PM on Sunday Eld. E. D. 
Taylor preached, and at 7:30 PM R. L. Cole, fol- 
lowed by D. G. Barnett. 

A petitionary letter and messengers were 
received from Sweet Home. 

On motion of Bro. W. C. C. Dorough, a col- 
lection was taken for the benefit of J. N. Hall of 
Fulton, Kentucky, who had sustained a great loss 
by the burning of his printing office. 

1894 

The 1894 meeting was at Bethany, 12 
miles west of Little Rock (New Haven Church is 
located there now). The Introductory Sermon was 
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by W. B. McCool. On Sunday at 9:30 AM a Sunday 
School Mass Meeting was addressed by W. B. Mc- 
Cool, E. F. Appling and J. W. Conger. At 11 AM 
Elder R. L. Cole preached the Missionary Sermon. 
W. A. Clark preached at 3 PM, and William 
Tucker preached at 7:30 PM. 

E. L. Rushing, who had worked as mis- 
sionary, reported 159 days worked, 1,181 miles 
traveled, 142 sermons preached, 42 conversions, 
21 baptisms, and 12 by restoration. 

1895 

The 1895 meeting was at Redfield Church. 
The Introductory Sermon was preached by A. L. 
Brumbelow. Saturday at 7:30 PM Elder W. H. 
Cash preached. On Sunday at 11 AM, the Mis- 
sionary Sermon was preached at Redfield Church 
by Elder E. L. Rushing, and at the Methodist 
Church house by Elder E. F. Appling. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Cedar Branch, Sherrill and Otter Creek. 

Apparently support for State Missions 
was a problem here as well as in other Associa- 
tions, with only seven churches making contri- 
butions. 

The host church was divided into two fac- 
tions. A committee was appointed to investigate. 
Their recommendations provoked a very heated 
discussion. 

Elder G. W. McCarty was elected mission- 
ary, at a salary of $500. 

1896 

The 1896 meeting was with Palestine 
Church. The Introductory Message was preached 
by U. J. Newell, and at 7:30 PM W. B. McCool 
preached. 

Bro. J. W. Lybrand was elected moderator 
and Bro. W. C. C. Dorough was elected as clerk- 
treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Salem, Social Hill, and Walnut Ridge. 

The Salem Church disbanded by 1902. 
Thirty former members joined Palestine Church. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting at 9 AM 
was led by John W. Avery. The 11 AM Missionary 
Sermon was preached by Joshua Halbert, fol- 
lowed by E. F. Appling at 3 PM and W. B. McCool 
at 7:30 PM. 

The Committee on Destitution reported, 
"We find that there is destitution in almost the 
entire eastern part of the Association. We rec- 
ommend that there be no Associational mission- 
ary placed in the field and all money sent in by 
the churches be divided between the Foreign Mis- 
sion Fund and the Home Mission Fund." 

It was recommended that support be with- 
drawn from the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Louisville, Ky. because of unsound 
teaching by Professors W. H. Whitsitt and E. A. 
Dargan. The resolution read, "Whereas, the mes- 
sengers and members of the Pine Bluff Associa- 
tion, believing that Professors W. H. Whitsitt and 
E. C. Dargan, president and professor of said 
Seminary are unsound in Baptist doctrine and 


history, therefore, be it Resolved, that we recom- 
mend that the churches composing this Associa- 
tion withdraw any and all support or recognition 
of said Seminary as long as Professors Whitsitt 
and Dargan remain in its employ.” 

W. C. C. Dorough was chairman of the 
committee. 

The State Mission report stated, "We rec- 
ommend that the State Board be continued as it 
now is." This statement would indicate that some 
complaints were being expressed. By 1900 the 
sentiment was opposed to the manner in which 
the Board was operating. 

The Sunday School report recommended 
the use of the Southern Baptist Convention liter- 
ature. 

A query was received from Sardis Church: 
"What should be done with a member who leaves 
the Baptist church and joins the 'Pedos'?" The an- 
swer, "Prefer a charge against the member for 
heresy, sustain the charge and withdraw fellow- 
ship.” 

1897 

The 1897 meeting was held at Ephesus 
Church on October 16. 

The Introductory Message was delivered 
by G. W. McCarty, pastor of Antioch Baptist 
Church, At» e'7:305 PMI El dermwillianm 
Tuckerpreached. On Sunday at 9 AM was a 
Sunday School Mass-meeting, at 11 AM the 
Missionary Sermon was by E. L. Rushing, fol- 
lowed by W. A. Clark at 3 PM and Elder J. G. Doyle 
at 7:30 PM. 

The Arkansas Baptist, edited by Elder W. 
A. Clark was recommended. Also recommended 
was the Sunday School literature published by 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, and 
also the literature published by the American 
Baptist Publication Society in Philadelphia. 

The State Mission report stated, "We rec- 
ommend hearty co-operation with, and liberal 
contributions to State Missions." 

The Committee on Schools and Colleges 
reported: "We are in favor of withdrawing support 
from any college or school that in any way favors 
'Whitsettism' in any of its forms, and especially 
do we again recommend that we condemn the ac- 
tion of the Board of Trustees and Managers of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in re- 
taining Dr. Whitsett as president of said School, 
and that we withdraw support from said School 
until said trustees of said School shall have dis- 
charged him." . 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Friendship, Caroline, Saline, and Judson As- 
sociations. J. W. Lybrand was elected as messen- 
ger to the Southern Baptist Convention. 


1898 
The 1898 meeting was with Social Hill 
Church, two miles east of Benton. In the absence 
of J. W. Lybrand, Sam R. Cobb, from Liberty Bap- 
tist Church, was elected Moderator. He held the 
position for two years. 
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Those delivering messages: Joshua Hal- 
bert, the Introductory Sermon; at 7:50 PM Elder 
W. B. Holland at Benton, Elder L. M. Pattersonat 
Social Hill, and Elder G. W. McCarty at New 
Friendship. The Sunday School Mass Meeting at 
9 AM was led by Bro. D. M. Cloud, and addressed 
by R. C. Rhoden. The Missionary Sermon was de- 
livered at 11 AM by Eld. William Tucker. Elder J. 
N. Hartley preached at 7:50 PM at Benton, and 
Elder A. L. Brumbelow preached at Social Hill. 

Joshua Halbert, who had worked as a mis- 
sionary reported 74 days worked, 59 sermons 
preached, 6 baptisms, 13 conversions, and 700 
miles traveled, for which he was paid $111. 

The State Mission Report concluded, "We 
recommend hearty co-operation with the State 
Board." Corresponding messengers were elected 
to the Friendship, Saline, Caroline and Judson 
Associations, also to the Baptist State Conven- 
tion, and G. W. McCarty was elected as messenger 
to the Southern Baptist Convention. 


1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church in Grapevine, October 14-16. A. L. Brum- 
below preached the Introductory Sermon. S. R. 
Cobb was elected moderator and W. C. C. Dorough 
continued as clerk-treasurer. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Zion Hill (the present site of the Missionary Bap- 
tist Seminary). Corresponding messengers were 
received from the Friendship, Judson, and Saline 
Associations. 

Preaching on Saturday at 7:30 was R. E. 
Sutton. On Sunday at 9:30 AM, H. J. P. Horn 
preached and at 11 AM, W. A. Clark preached. A 
mass meeting in the interest of the Orphan's 
Home was held at 2 PM and a Sunday School 
Mass Meeting was held at 3:30 PM. Preaching at 
7:30 PM was by W. V. Walls, and at 11 AM on 
Monday by W. M. Kelley. 

The Report of the Committee on Publica- 
tions reported, "We learn with regret that Bro. W. 
A. Clark has retired from the editorial control of 
the Arkansas Baptist. While he was in control 
that paper gave forth no uncertain sound on the 
great doctrines of the Bible, which are the doc- 
trines of Baptists." W. V. Walls, chairman 

(It might be noted that the issue with Dr. 
Clark, as well as the issue of the corresponding 
secretary led to the separation in 1901) 

Corresponding messengers were sent to 
the Saline, Friendship, Judson and Caroline As- 
sociations. Also the Baptist State Convention, 
and W. V. Walls to the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

1900 

The 1900 Meeting was with Mt. Olive 
Church, Saline County, on October 20. 

The meeting was called to order by S. R. 
Cobb, Moderator. 50 churches were represented, 
with 34 ordained ministers listed. 

J. W. Lybrand was elected moderator and 
W. C. C. Dorough continued as clerk. Correspond- 


ing messengers were recognized from the Saline 
and Caroline Associations. 

The introductory message was delivered 
by Elias Sosebee. Others preaching included: Sat- 
urday, 7:30 PM, S. S. Simms; Sunday 9 AM, S. F. 
Funk, and W. A. Clark the Missionary Sermon at 
11 AM. At 3 PM G. W. McCarty spoke on behalf of 
the Orphans Home. At 7:30 J. W. Kelley and John 
W. Avery brought messages. 

The messengers went on record as favor- 
ing ministerial education, and also urged every 
church to "endeavor to carry on an evergreen 
[year round] Sunday School." The use and sale of 
intoxicating liquors was assailed as an evil. The 
Committee on Destitution reported, "We find on 
the eastern boundary of this association, except 
Redfield, is entirely destitute of gospel preach- 
ing. 

Evidently, W. A. Clark was again editor of 
The Arkansas Baptist, because the paper, with 
him listed as editor, was recommended. Also rec- 
ommended was The Baptist Flag, edited by Bro. J. 
N. Hall. 

It was during this meeting that we have 
the first direct statement of opposition to the 
policies of the State Mission Board. The commit- 
tee, chaired by W. M. Kelley, wrote, "But we are 
opposed to present methods, and recommend a 
more economical use of the mission money, and 
would recommend that the State committee 
abandon the present plans and that two or three 
missionaries be elected to work in destitute por- 
tions of the State ... that none of said moneys be 
applied to the payment of the salary of any office 
of the State Mission Board, except the missionar- 
ies in the field." 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Saline, Caroline, Friendship and Judson As- 
sociations. G. W. McCarty was elected messenger 
to the Southern Baptist Convention, and six mes- 
sengers were elected to the Baptist State Conven- 
tion. (Note: the election of six messengers would 
indicate a desire to make their sentiments on the 
mission question known) 

It is interesting to note that the associa- 
tional meetings customarily closed by the Mod- 
erator announcing the business of the associa- 
tion was finished. Then a brother would be asked 
to deliver a farewell address, after which the 
messengers would extend to each other a parting 
hand while singing a familiar hymn. 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was with Harmony Bap- 
tist Church, Prattsville. The Introductory ser- 
mon was preached by E. F. Appling and the 7:30 
message on Saturday by B. J. Matthews. 

This is the first time that Ben M. Bog- 
ardwas mentioned. He was listed as a visitor and 
at the request of W. B. McCool, was asked to 
preach the Missionary Sermon at 11 AM on Sun- 
day. At the same time S. S. Sims preached at the 
Methodist church house. At 3 PM S. F. Funk 
preached at Harmony and James Adams 
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preached at the Methodist meeting house. Ben M. 
Bogard preached again at 7:30 PM on Sunday. 

Miles S. Kelley did some work as Mis- 
sionary. He and Joshua Halbert were elected as 
missionaries. 

Again, the Committee on State Missions, 
with J. A. Halbert as the chairman, made a strong 
statement: "Resolved, That this Association is 
opposed to creating high salaried offices of dis- 
tinction among Baptists and therefore opposed to 
the present officer of corresponding secretary. We 
favor the election of an evangelist who shall la- 
bor on the mission fields, meeting with and giv- 
ing the board all necessary information concern- 
ing the demands of the field, and otherwise as- 
sisting them in the work. That we favor paying 
that evangelist no more than One Thousand Dol- 
lars per annum, and necessary travel expense, 
postage, printing and stationary. That we autho- 
rize our representatives in the State Convention 
to vote for these sentiments." 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Saline, Caroline, Friendship and Judson As- 
sociations. Elected as messengers to the Baptist 
State Convention at Paragould were B. J. 
Matthews, Joshua Halbert, E. F. Appling, M. S. 
Kelley and J. D. Hill, with J. W. Avery and J. H. 
Donham as alternates. (Note: this was the meet- 
ing at which the division in the state work oc- 
curred) 

1902 

The 1902 meeting was with Mount Har- 
mony Church, in the Haskell Community west of 
Benton. J. W. Kelley brought the introductory 
message. 

The letter and messengers were received 
from the Perrysmith Church (Bauxite). 

Others preaching were E. F. Appling, at 
7:30, and James Adams at Traskwood. Harvey 
Beauchamp on Sunday at 9 and also at 3 PM; B. J. 
Mathews preached the Missionary Sermon at 11 
AM, and at 7:30 P. M. Joshua Halbert, and W. M. 
Kelley preached at Traskwood. 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "It is the opinion of this committee that 
God's cause can be forwarded to a greater degree of 
success by a change in the present plans of State 
Mission work, as adopted by the State Conven- 
tion. In fact, we believe that the manner in which 
said work has been conducted of late years is un- 
scriptural, as the same tends to centralization 
and episcopacy in its operation. 

"We further believe that the General Asso- 
ciation of Baptist Churches of Arkansas presents 
to us an eminently scriptural plan - a plan that 
admits of scriptural co-operation of the 
churches, a plan that recognizes the absolute 
sovereignty and independence of the churches, 
therefore, we recommend that the churches of 
this Association sever their connection with the 
State Convention work and do state mission 
work in co-operation with the General Associa- 
tion of Baptist Churches of Arkansas, until the 


State Convention eliminates the unscriptural 
features of its present plans of work." 

The committee was B. J. Mathews, pastor 
of Zion Hill, Pulaski Co.; W. C. C. Dorough, Big 
Creek, Sheridan; and Emma Steele, a messenger 
from Pine Grove, Pulaski Co. 

The American Baptist Flag by J. N. Hall 
and the Arkansas Baptist were recommended. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the Saline, Judson, Friendship and Caroline As- 
sociations. 

(Note: no messengers were elected to the 
State Convention or the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. It appears the issue was settled deci- 
sively in the Pine Bluff Association. However, 
some churches continued to represent in the As- 
sociation that eventually went to local associa- 
tions associated with the ABSC until about 1917. 
Some Associations experienced vacillations and 
indecisiveness, sometimes until about 1920) 


1903 

The 1903 meeting was held at East Union 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Elder Loftin Quinn. 

Ain Church was received by petitionary 
letter. Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Saline, Caroline, Friendship and Jud- 
son Associations. 

Others preaching at this meeting were 
Saturday at 7:30 PM Eld. William Tucker, and at 
the same time Eld. E. L. Page at Landmark 
Church. The Sunday School Mass-Meeting was 
led by Eld. William Tucker. Elder E. F. Appling 
preached the Missionary Sermon at 11 AM, Elder 
Joshua Halbert preached at 3 PM and Elder W. L. 
Dale at 7:30 PM. 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported there were 325 churches co-operating to- 
gether in the State Mission Work. Ten missionar- 
ies were recommended to the Committee of the 
General Association, and the Committee recom- 
mended these men to the churches for their sup- 
port. These men were: B. J. Matthews, J. H. Mil- 
burn, W. L. Smith, W. A. Crutchfield, E. F. Ap- 
pling, J. I. Martin, J. D. Rose, H. R. Parks, and J. 
F. Crawford. 

Bro. W. C. C. Dorough was Treasurer of the 
State Association. It was reported that about 
$1,600 had been raised for State Missions since 
Nov. 1, 1902 and that $1,500 more needed to be 
raised to meet the payment due by October 30, 
1903. 

Eld. Joshua Halbert worked as Associa- 
tional missionary during the past year. 

The Committee on Ministerial Education, 
chaired by Loftin Quinn, reported, "We further 
recommend that none of our young ministers at- 
tend the Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky, because we believe the faculty is un- 
sound in Scriptural doctrine. First, because some 
of them believe in the invisible church theory. 
Second, they believe in what is known as Whitsit- 
tism or 1641 theory, that the English Baptist 
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practiced sprinkling for baptism until 1641. 
Third, they teach the centralization theory as 
fostered by the Southern Baptist Convention." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools noted 
that twenty-two churches now have schools and 
twenty churches have no schools. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "...The Landmark Baptist for sound read- 
ing. It is the only paper within our state bounds 
that advocates the church sovereignty, co-opera- 
tion of churches, etc., for which this association 
manifests a desire. 

"In addition to this, we would recommend 
The American Baptist Flag, of Fulton, Kentucky 
as a sound denominational paper." 

Of interest is the fact that a resolution was 
received from Benton Church recommending the 
uniting of the General Association and the Bap- 
tist State Convention. The resolution was tabled. 

(It should be noted that this church in 
1914 reverted back to the State Convention. It 
was at that time that a large minority organized 
Spring Creek, reverting back to the original 
name and principles) 

The Orphan's Home report recommended 
taking an offering for the home in Monticello. 

1904 

The meeting in 1904 was with Big Creek 
Church at Sheridan. The introductory message 
was brought by G. W. McCarty. John W. Lybrand 
was re-elected moderator and W. C. C. Dorough 
was re-elected clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Caroline and Friendship associations. 
Petitionary letters were received from Gethse- 
mane and Little Creek. 

Those preaching were: Saturday 7:30 PM, 
E. F. Appling; Sunday, 9 AM, Joshua Halbert, 
Missionary Sermon by B. J. Matthews, with Har- 
vey Beauchamp preaching at the Methodist 
Church; 3 PM, J. W. Kelley; 7:30 PM, W. M. Kelley, 
with W. B. McCool preaching at the Methodist 
Church. 

The report on Ministerial Education rec- 
ommended Ouachita College, and then stated, "We 
cannot recommend that our young preachers at- 
tend Theological Seminaries because many of 
them are unsound in doctrine and we have no 
sympathy for them. 

The Report on Documents showed 43 
churches represented with a total membership of 
2985. 

The State Mission Report stated, "Our 
Missionaries working under the auspices of the 
General Association of Baptist Churches of 
Arkansas are doing a grand work. 

"We further recommend that our churches 
continue to send their contributions to the Gen- 
eral Association..." 

1905 

The 1905 meeting was with Orion Church. 
The Introductory Message was by Bro. E. L. Page. 
J. W. Lybrand continued as moderator. Because of 


the death of W. C. C. Dorough, S. W. Douglas was 
elected Clerk of the Association and served for 
two sessions. He was from Sardis Church in 
Grapevine. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Friendship and Enon Associations 
(apparently Eld. J. H. Milburn, visiting from 
Union, Tenn). Visitors seated included Bro. Ben 
M. Bogard. 

On Saturday night, Bro. Bogard preached 
on the subject, "The Origin, Perpetuity, and Doc- 
trine of the Church." The clerk added this note, 
"None could have heard this address without be- 
ing stronger in the Baptist faith." Eld. Loftin 
Quinn preached at Redfield. Eld. J. H. Milburn 
brought the Missionary Sermon at 11 AM on 
Sunday, J. F. Love (also a visitor) preached at 2:30 
PM, W. B. McCool preached on Sunday night, 
with William Tucker preaching at Redfield. The 
clerk offered the following comment on Eld. Mil- 
burn's message, "It was a strong plea for mission 
methods on the plan of the General Association." 

The Committee on Ministerial Education 
stated, "The uneducated preachers are fast pass- 
ing out of their usefulness and the churches will 
soon cease to call them as pastors." 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "the publication by the Land Mark Pub- 
lishing Co. of a three-column, four page paper de- 
voted to missions. 

"We further recommend that the Sunday 
Schools order their literature from the Land 
Mark Baptist Publishing Co. at Little Rock. 


Eld. William B. McCool 

William B. McCool was born on October 
25, 1844 in Fayette County, Alabama, the son of 
A. J. and Nancy (Ashcraft) McCool. He came to 
Arkansas with his parents in 1861 to the 
Philadelphia Community. He joined the church 
in 1861, was licensed to preach in 1870 and was 
ordained in 1872 by Big Creek (now First Baptist). 
He was pastor of many of the churches in the As- 
sociation, and was moderator of the Association 
hy 1921-1922. 

He was married to Amanda Paxton in 
1871. Their children were George F., James B., 
William W., Mary I., and Hattie. He died in 1922 
at the age of 83. 

1906 

The 1906 meeting was with New Friend- 
ship Church in the Shaw Community. The intro- 
ductory message was brought by Eld. Loftin 
Quinn. Again, J. H. Milburn, Union, Tennessee 
was a visitor. Also visiting was B. J. Mathews 
from DeQueen. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Sardis. 

On Sunday a "prayer and experience meet- 
ing" was led by Bro. W. M. Kelley at 9:30 AM. Bro. 
C. R. Powell preached the Missionary Sermon, 
while Bro. Loftin Quinn preached to the "congre- 
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gation out of doors." Bro. Alex Tucker preached at 
3 PM, and Bro. Powell was asked to preach again 
Sunday night in place of Bro. McCool. 

The Report of the Committee on Associa- 
tional Missions noted much destitution within 
the bounds of the Association. They especially 
noted that Perrysmith, later known as Bauxite, a 
town of 1,000 people had no Baptist Church., They 
also noted that Germania, now Vimy Ridge, and 
also Jefferson Springs and the country between 
there and the Arkansas River needed mission 
work. 

Following the recommendation, the As- 
sociation elected Bro. Perkins to do mission 
work in the Bauxite area. He was to be paid $500 
for his work. The clerk was instructed to prepare 
a circular letter to be sent to each church of the 
Association, earnestly requesting them to give 
liberal assistance to the Associational Mission- 
ary. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended the Sunday school literature published 
by the American Baptist Publication Society and 
our State Paper, The Arkansas Baptist. 

The State Mission Report stated, "We rec- 
ommend the closest co-operation between this 
Association and the General Association in State 
mission work. The General Association has eight 
missionaries in the field, and they are doing a 
great work." 

A tribute was made to Eld. A. L. Brumbe- 
low, who had died April 21, 1906. "He was or- 
dained about 25 years ago by New Friendship 
Church." While pastor at New Friendship, he led 
in the organization of Saline Church in Tull. 


1907 

The 1907 meeting was with Shiloh 
Church, about 9 miles southwest of Sheridan. 
The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Eld. 
H. W. Perkins. W. D. McDonald, from Lost Creek, 
was elected as clerk, and served for three years. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Ruth, New Liberty, and Cedar Grove churches. 

Preaching at 7:30 by was J. H. Milburn, 
who was again visiting the Association. Sunday 
at 10 AM J. C. Vaughan preached, followed by the 
Missionary Sermon at 11 AM by Loftin Quinn. At 
3 PM, Bro. W. M. Kelly preached. 

Buckner College was recommended as a 
sound Landmark Baptist School and worthy of 
support. This college, chartered about 1879, was 
located in Witcherville, Ark., about twenty miles 
southeast of Ft. Smith. The school which was un- 
der the control of the State Association ceased 
operation about 1910. 

An appeal was made for an Orphanage of 
our own, "We believe that the Landmark Baptists 
of Arkansas should at once begin in earnest to es- 
tablish an Orphan's Home so that we may have 
the privilege of assisting in the maintenance of 
an Orphan's Home of our own, where in case of 
misfortune and adversity our little ones may 
have a home and religious training. And we rec- 


ommend that each church within this Associa- 
tion take a collection for the erection and main- 
tenance of such a home, during the month of De- 
cember next." In 1908 the Orphan's Home in 
Texarkana was recommended and has been ever 
since. 

The Committee on Publications, chaired 
by Eld. Loftin Quinn reported, "The Baptist Publi- 
cation Company located at Little Rock is doing a 
good business now, but could do much more if our 
brethren would take stock in the company. There 
is a call for the company to publish Sunday 
School literature, and the company intends do- 
ing so as soon as a sufficient amount of stock is 
sold to enable them to do so, but until this is done 
we recommend Sunday School literature of the 
American Baptist Publication Society." 

1908 

The meeting in 1908 was at Pleasant Hill 
Church in Sardis. The Introductory Message was 
brought by E. R. Carswell. J. W. Lybrand was re- 
elected moderator and W. D. McDonald was re- 
elected as clerk. 

Visitors included M. P. Matheny and E. R. 
Carswell from Oklahoma. 

At '7:30° on Saturday, 9M2’Ps* Matheny 
preached; and E. Ri Carswell preachediat 
Fairview. On Sunday Joshua Halbert preached at 
10 AM and William Tucker preached the Mis- 
sionary Sermon at 11 AM. 

It was reported there were 19 Sunday 
schools with 964 scholars. 

The State Mission Report stated, "We are 
informed through our State missionaries that 
our mission work is progressing beyond our ex- 
pectations. We believe that it is the Master's plea- 
sure that more mission work should be done by 
the churches, and that the methods adopted by 
our State Association is in harmony with the 
plans of our Lord and Master." 


Eld. Loftin Quinn 

Lofton Quinn was born in Alabama, Au- 
gust 21,1843. He was married to Miss S. A. Ticer 
in 1865, and began preaching in Alabama in 
1867. His first pastoral work in Arkansas was 
with Shiloh in 1869. After that he pastored and 
did missionary work in the state for about 38 
years, serving in many areas of the state. 

In 1899 he was financial agent for Buck- 
ner College, and saved the college from passing 
out of the hands of the Baptists. He was mission- 
ary for the Friendship Association one year and 
for the State Association two years. At the time of 
his death in 1908, he was chairman of the Mis- 
sionary Committee of the State Association and 
Assistant Moderator of the General Association. 
His last service was at Hurricane Church on the 
first Sunday in September, 1908. He preached 
and baptized that day. He died October 11, 1908 
and was buried in China Grove Cemetery. The fu- 
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neral services were conducted by Elders William 
Tucker and Ben M. Bogard. 


1909 

The 1909 meeting was with Corinth 
Church, October 16-18. John W. Lybrand contin- 
ued as moderator and W. D. McDonald as clerk- 
treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from Le- 
ola and Bethlehem churches. 

On Sunday morning there was a general 
discussion of Sunday School work until 11 AM, 
then Eld. W. M. Webb preached the Missionary 
Sermon. 

The Monday session was opened with 
prayer by Eld. J. L. Brown. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "We would further recommend the Land- 
mark Sunday school literature, published by the 
Arkansas Baptist Publishing Company at Little 
Rock." 

The Committee on Ministerial Education 
stated, "As Buckner College has been founded and 
supported as a true Landmark college for the 
training of young Baptist ministers, we therefore 
recommend our young ministers who can to at- 
tend it or some other good school..." 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "We are informed through our State mis- 
sionaries that our mission work is wonderfully 
progressing. We find the labors of our beloved 
missionary of the State Association, Elder G. G. 
Wray, have been wonderfully blessed. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "that our churches use the Landmark 
Sunday School literature, published by the 
Landmark Sunday school concern, at Little 
Rock." 

1910 

The 1910 meeting was at Sweet Home 
Church, two miles north of Prattsville. Elder J. 
W. Kelley was elected moderator and Elder E. L. 
Page was elected clerk-treasurer. 

M. P. Matheny was listed as a visitor from 
Argenta (North Little Rock). 

Preaching at that meeting were Pickins 
Sheppard, M. P. Matheny, William Tucker, J. C. 
Vaughan, and S. W. Abernathy. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Prospect and Harvest Bell. 

The Association requested that the funds 
on hand for Associational missions be referred 
back to the churches contributing same, to be ap- 
propriated as designated by them at the next ses- 
sion of the Association. 

A Bible School taught by Dr. G. S. Ander- 
son was recommended. 

The Report on Ministerial Education 
stated they were anticipating the building of a 
College in Little Rock by the State Association. 

The Orphans Home report stated, "Our Or- 
phan's Home at Texarkana is a creature of the 
State Association of Arkansas. 


"Money for the home should be sent to 
Eld. J. W. Sims, Marvell, Ark. We further recom- 
mend that the churches of the Pine Bluff Associa- 
tion and the State at large send contributions to 
pay the $1500.00 note that will be due January 1, 
ON 


1911 

The 1911 meeting was at Leola Church on 
October 14-16. The introductory message was by 
Elder W. B. McCool. 

Visitors included J. S. Rogers, a strong 
supporter of Convention causes. 

Elder J. W. Kelley was re-elected as mod- 
erator and Elder E. L. Page was re-elected as 
clerk-treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Bethel No. 1 and Marlow. 

Saturday night preaching was by Eld. W. 
M. Webb. On Sunday at 10 AM a memorial service 
was conducted in honor of Elder William Tucker. 
At 11 AM Elder A.M.G.S. Anderson preached, 
with C. W. McDonald preaching at the Methodist 
Church. At 3 PM Elder C. R. Powell preached and 
at 7:30 PM Elder J. W. Kelley preached. 

The report on Ministerial Education 
stated, "We earnestly look to the speedy building 
of the college in Little Rock by the State Associa- 
tion, in which our ministry with our children 
may have the best opportunity of literary culture, 

"We recommend the Normal Bible School 
taught in Little Rock to all our preachers. The 
next term will be December 3 - 23, 1911. In it the 
theory of scripture interpretation will be taught 
and the entire method given in the three weeks." 

1912 

The 1912 meeting was with Landmark 
Church, south of Little Rock. Preaching at this 
meeting were A. F. Lamb, L. S. Ballard, C. W. Mc- 
Donald, J. E. Newman, J. W. Kelley and F. M. 
Locke. A Devotional Exercise on Sunday AM was 
led by Eld. T. A. Bryant, and at 3 PM a Sunday 
School Rally was conducted by H. L. McFarlin. 

A collection was taken for Elder Joshua 
Halbert, missionary, to assist him in buying a 
house. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Landmark Baptist and urged the in- 
crease of its circulation. We also recommend the 
use of the Landmark Sunday School literature, 
published by the Landmark Sunday School Con- 
cern at Little Rock. (It may be noted the Benton 
Church was the only church using Convention 
literature) 

1913 

The 1913 meeting was with Sardis Church 
at Grapevine. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Elder J. T. Ashcraft. Saturday night 
Eld. E. L. Page preached at the church and Eld. A. 
L. Brumbelow preached at Fike's School House. 
The Missionary Sermon was preached at 11 AM 
on Sunday at the church by J. A. Smith and at the 
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School House by W. B. McCool. The Sunday night 
sermon was by Elder J. W. Kelley. 

There was a motion made that money sent 
in for Associational Missions be refunded to the 
churches sending it. 

1914 

The Association met at Palestine Church 
on October 17-19. The Introductory sermon, was 
preached by Elder J. A. Smith. 

Elder E. L. Page was elected moderator and 
Elder R. W. Glover was elected as clerk-treasurer. 

The messengers from Germania [Vimy 
Ridge] presented a petitionary letter which was 
protested. A special committee was elected, which 
later recommended that "no messengers from ei- 
ther faction be seated." 

Saturday at 7 PM Elder J. E. Newman 
preached. On Sunday at 10 AM a Sunday School 
report was given. at 11 AM J. A. Smith preached, 
and S. J. Morris preached at the school house, 
and J. E. Newman preached to 200-300 outside in 
the church yard. At 2:30 PM Elder W. R. McEwen 
preached at the church and Elder J. H. Hughes 
preached at the school. Elder W. B. McCool 
preached on Sunday night. 

A memorial was made to Eld. Joshua Hal- 
bert, who died at Prattsville, October 12, 1914. 

Eld. E. L. Page 

E. L. Page was born near Belfast in Grant 
Co. on November 17, 1877. He was married to Is- 
abel Carder on Sep. 12, 1897 and licensed to 
preach by Corinth Baptist Church in 1902. 

He taught in the public schools for more 
than 30 years, and represented Grant County for 
two terms in the State Legislature. He was moder- 
ator of the Pine Bluff Association in 1914-1915, 
1919, 1923-1924, and 1933-1935, and was clerk 
in 1910-1913, and 1916. He was Clerk of the State 
Association in 1911-1912, 1917, and 1922-1924. 

He pastored many churches in Grant and 
surrounding counties. His last pastorate was Lib- 
erty Church, Grant County, from 1918 until 1945. 
He died June 20, 1945 and was buried in Corinth 
Cemetery. 


1915 

The Association met at New Hope Church 
in Poyen in 1915. 

Petitionary letters were received from Jef- 
ferson, Spring Creek, Damascus and Central. It 
was recommended that the newly organized 
Landmark Baptist Church of Germania be admit- 
ted. 

(It should be noted that both Benton 
Church [First Baptist] and Spring Creek were rep- 
resented through the 1917 session. At the 1917 
session Benton Church was listed with 255 mem- 
bers and Spring Creek with 139 members) 

The Introductory Message was brought by 
Eld. J. W. Kelley. Eld. E. L. Page was elected as 
moderator and Eld. R. W. Glover continued as 
clerk-treasurer. 


Others preaching at this session were W. 
A. Clerk, E. L. Page, R. W. Glover, and Pickens 
Sheppard. Elder J. T. Ashcraft preached the Mis- 
sionary Sermon. At 7 PM on Saturday night 
there was a prayer and talk service, featuring W. 
A. Clark, J. A. Verser, and J.W.A. Hood, who were 
all past 80 years of age. At 10 AM on Sunday there 
was a report on Sunday Schools. 

A Sunday School was maintained by 28 of 
the 45 churches. There was not an associational 
missionary on the field. 

The churches were urged to support the 
Orphan's Home in Texarkana. 

Ministerial education was discussed, but 
there was no definite recommendation. 

The Publications report made the first 
recommendation of the Baptist and Commoner 
to be read by our people. That report also recom- 
mended the Sunday School literature published 
by the Landmark Sunday School concern. 


1916 

The 1916 Association met at Little Creek 
on October 14. The Introductory Message was 
brought by Eld. W. D. Dougan. 

A petitionary letter was presented by 
Pleasant Home. 

Elder J. W. Kelley was elected moderator 
and Elder E. L. Page was elected clerk-treasurer. 

Others preaching at this session were A. F. 
Lamb, J. A. Smith (Missionary Sermon), J. W. 
Kelley, R. S. Taylor and W. E. Sherrill. On Sunday 
at 10 AM a devotional service was led by Eld. J. W. 
Kelley. 

A petitionary letter presented by Pleasant 
Grove Church was referred back to the church for 
an Abstract of Faith and other information. 

The Sunday School report made the first 
recommendation of the literature published by 
the Sunday School Committee of the General As- 
sociation of Baptist Churches at Texarkana. 

The Ministerial Education report recom- 
mended Jacksonville College, Jacksonville, 
Texas. 

Corresponding messengers were sent to 
the Friendship and Saline Associations. 


1917 

The 1917 meeting was at Mt. Olive 
Church, near Bauxite. 

Eld. W. E. Sherrill was elected moderator 
and Bro. V. A. Ashcraft was elected clerk-trea- 
surer. 

Visitors at this meeting included C. C. 
Winters from Texarkana, and J. W. Conger, pres- 
ident of Ouachita College. 

The petitionary letter of Pleasant Grove 
Church was approved. 

The speakers at this meeting were W. B. 
McCool, C. C. Winters, W. E. Sherrill(Missionary 
Sermon), J. W. Kelley, T. H. Carter, R. D. Kerr and 
J. L. Brown. A devotional service at 9:30 Sunday 
was conducted by Eld. W. D. Dougan. 
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There was mention at this meeting of 
three Missionaries and their wives on foreign 
mission fields. 

The time of future meetings was changed 
to 10 AM on Friday before the third Sunday in 
October. 

The Orphan's Home report stated, "We 
paid off the last note against the Home the 10th 
day of last January. We have a large two-story 
brick building, beautifully located on 10 acres of 
land, all paid for. 

"We now have 38 children on roll, with 
applications pending for three more... The hard 
times and small contributions have forced the 
Home to make a debt this year of about $2,000.00. 

The Publications Report recommended 
The Baptist and Commoner. 

The Sunday School report recommended 
"the exclusive use 0 Sunday school literature pub- 
lished by the Sunday School Committee of 
Texarkana." The actual report by churches 
showed only Bauxite and Pleasant Hill as using 
SBC literature. However, at the bottom of the sta- 
tistical report, this note was made: "The three 
last named churches [Pleasant Hill, Benton, 
Bauxite] are BOARD churches, and no part of the 
money went through the Pine Bluff Association." 
Those three churches were not represented or 
listed in 1918. 

There were 47 churches represented, re- 
porting 302 additions by baptism, and a total 
membership of 4,793. After all churches had 
withdrawn, and in the midst of World War I, the 
1920 report showed 38 churches with a total 
membership of 4,087. 

1918 

The 1918 meeting was at Ephesus Church. 
Elder W. E. Sherrillwas re-elected moderator and 
V. A. Ashcraft was re-elected as clerk. 

Those preaching at this meeting were J. 
A. Gean, R. E. Shipp, Pickins Sheppard, E. L. Page 
(Missionary Message), W. E. Sherrill and C. C. 
Winters. Walter Chambers and K. F. McCool led 
in the song service. 

On Sunday morning Eld. C. C. Winters ad- 
dressed the Association on the subject of Sunday 
Schools and Young Peoples work. 

At this meeting a twenty member commit- 
tee was appointed "to work in the interest of the 
Baptist College to be built at Sheridan." Pledges 
were taken for the college. 

The Christian Education report stated, 
"We have a beautiful plat of land bought and paid 
for, one-half mile north of the court house in 
Sheridan. It contains 13 acres on a beautiful hill 


over looking the town." The report urged each 
pastor to take a collection in each of his churches 
and send to T. C. Rushing, Treasurer of the Board. 
The report also asked that a committee of five be 
selected as a Finance Committee. This committee 
was Eld. W. E. Sherrill and Miss Hattie C. 
Ashcraft.!3 

The Orphan's Home report stated, "We 
have bought a 140 acre farm, three miles from the 
Home. We have paid $2,000, and still owe about 
$8,000." The home was under the management of 
Eld. T. H. Carter. 

A resolution was offered as being opposed 
to universal military training. There was a large 
decrease in the number of churches at this meet- 
ing due to World War I and a flu epidemic. 


1919 

The 1919 meeting was held with Big Creek 
Church in Sheridan, Oct. 17-19. The Introductory 
Message was brought by Eld. G. L. Richardson. 

Eld. E. L. Page was elected as moderator 
and V. A. Ashcraft was elected as clerk-treasurer. 

First Baptist, Haskell and New Provi- 
dence were admitted by petitionary letters. 

Others preaching at this meeting were: E]- 
ders J. A. Smith, G. F. Moody, C. W. McDonald, 
and J. T. Ashcraft, the Missionary Sermon. 

It was reported the Missionary Baptist 
College at Sheridan opened September 22, 1919. 

A resolution was offered by Corinth 
Church to withdraw from the Convention ele- 
ment. The following substitute was offered by El- 
der C. W. McDonald: 

"Resolved, That we, the Pine Bluff Associ- 
ation, through messengers assembled, condemn 
Conventionism. More especially do we recom- 
mend that the $75,000,000 campaign now being 
fostered by the Convention in Arkansas and 
other Southern States be condemned. We also 
recommend that the churches as local bodies, 
condemn Conventionism, also the $75,000,000 
drive.” 

1920 

The 1920 meeting was with Harmony 
Church, Prattsville, October 15. The Introductory 
Message was by Eld. J. A. Gean. Eld. Ben M. Bog- 
ard led the opening prayer and also preached Fri- 
day night. 

Eld. E. L. Page continued as moderator 
and V. A. Ashcraft as clerk-treasurer. 

Others preaching were J. W. Sims, and A. 
Vanderhorst, who served as president of the col- 
lege. Eld. W. E. Sherrill brought the Missionary 
Message. 
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Churches of the Pine Bluff Association 


Philadelphia Missionary Baptist Church 
For the early history of Philadelphia 
Church, please refer to Chapter I, for the bio- 
graphical sketch of Eld. Joab Pratt. 


Philadelphia Missionary Baptist Church 
compiled by Russell P. Baker!4 


Reconstruction of the early history of 
Philadelphia Missionary Baptist Church, Grant 
Co., Arkansas is a difficult task because of the 
non-existence of the record of its organization 
and the minutes of its early meetings. 

Tradition maintains that the new church, 
named Philadelphia or Brotherly Love, was or- 
ganized in a log schoolhouse on the west side of 
Polk Creek about three-quarters of a mile from 
its present location.!5The exact names and 
number of the charter members are not known, 
but when the church petitioned the Saline Baptist 
Association for membership in September of 
1842, she had approximately 56 members. !© 

The area around the new church was a 
vast, unbroken wilderness of forests and 
streams. Yet its fertile, virgin land held promise 
of a future in cotton if one could but wrest it from 
the rich soil. It was the lure of this wealth that 
brought the Keeze-Hicks family from Alabama 
into this area as early as 1837. James A. Hicks 
and his wife, Elizabeth Keeze Hicks joined Spring 
Creek Church in December, 1837; George, Isaac 
N., Nancy and Milly Kezee joined in June of the 
next year.!” They were soon joined by more set- 
tlers including James' father, Francis Hicks, !8 
and John Hesson. 

Hesson, a licensed Baptist preacher, orig- 
inally from North Carolina,!9 joined Spring 
Creek Church and asked them to ordain him to 
the ministry. However, because of the church's 
"limited acquaintance" with him, the motion was 
withdrawn, resulting in Hesson's requesting and 
receiving a letter of dismissal.29 

However this setback was only tempo- 
rary. Hesson found a field of labor preaching in 
his rapidly growing community, which was now 
being called Lost Creek.2! His efforts were soon 
complemented by the labors of another licensed 
preacher, John Y. Lindsey, from Kentucky 
Church north of Benton, who preached in this 
neighborhood as early as 1842.22 They were as- 
sisted by Aaron Bolt, pastor of Spring Church, 
who had been given by his church "liberty to re- 
ceive and baptize members in destitute neighbor- 
hoods."23 

Among the early arrivals during this 
time, who were to be active in the history of 
Philadelphia Church, were Frances Posey, who 


arrived from Louisiana in 1841, and William E. 
Beavers, whose family came from Mississippi in 
1842.24 However, the greatest influx into the area 
was by a number of Baptist families from Bibb 
and Tuscaloosa Counties, Ala., who were friends 
and relatives of earlier Grant Co. settlers. Among 
these families were the Cobbs, Jollys, Lowes, 
Mayfields, Pumphreys and McDaniels.2° By the 
year 1842, the settlement had developed enough 
to begin shipping cotton to Pine Bluff.2© 

The man who seems to have been the 
main mover behind the organization of 
Philadelphia Church, and its first pastor, was 
Elder Joab B. Pratt, who had been the pastor of 
many of the families above named, In Alabama. 
He and his brother, John, came to this neighbor- 
hood in the fall of 1841. Joab had been born in 
North Carolina in 1798, but at an early age had 
settled in Bledsoe Co., Tenn. In 1820 he moved to 
Bibb County, Ala. and became a member of Enon 
Baptist Church near Mapleville, which had been 
organized in 1818.2” He was ordained to the min- 
istry by this church on May 12, 1827, Isaac Little 
and John E. Summers forming the Presbytery.28 
He pastored widely in Bibb and the neighboring 
county of Tuscaloosa with much success.29 No 
doubt he was one of the moving forces behind the 
emigration of so many of the Alabama families 
to Arkansas. The venerable Arkansas Baptist pi- 
oneer, Isaac C. Perkins, wrote, late in 1841, "we 
feel encouraged by hearing of our beloved brother 
Pratt and others, coming into different sections 
of the state."30 

The new church, although it was in a 
prosperous, growing neighborhood and had a 
good pastor, was not without its problems. In 
July of 1843, Philadelphia petitioned Spring 
Creek Church to send her Pastor and Deacons to 
meet with her on "Saturday before the second 
Sunday in July, 1848, to testify in the case of the 
Church against Francis Hicks." In September a 
similar request was received by Spring Creek.?! 
The problem in question is not known, but seems 
to have arisen over the question of the Campbel- 
lite Reformers who were preaching in the area 
about that time. A "Christian Church" was orga- 
nized in the neighborhood soon afterwards.32 

Nevertheless, the young Church pushed 
forward in her great work. On October 8, 1843, 
Elders Joab B. Pratt and Elizy Taylor another 
Bibb Co. preacher,?3 ordained John Hesson, "a 
licentiate of said Church" to the Gospel min- 
istry.34 Hesson, who had been born about 1794,24 
later served as pastor of Philadelphia Church in 
1848.29 He died soon after the Civil War in 
1865,°° 

The Minutes of the Saline Association for 
1843 reflect the prosperous condition of 
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Philadelphia Church. Joab Pratt was the pastor; 
G. G. Cobb was the clerk. They, together with 
Berryman McDaniel, represented the Church at 
the Association. They reported 18 additions by 
baptism and 16 by letter, while two had died and 
five had been dismissed by letter, making a total 
membership of 83.37 

Sometime during this early period, the 
place of meeting was moved to the Church's pre- 
sent location, and a meeting house constructed. 

Elder Pratt established a post office for 
the community in his home on Feb. 20, 1846, and 
named it Lost Creek. It was a few miles to the east 
and south of the church. Later William E. Beavers 
and his son, Henry H. Beavers, served as post- 
masters. In 1859 the name was changed to Turin, 
a name the community retained until this cen- 
tury.38 The Beavers family had become members 
of the church about 1845.39 William E. served as 
County Judge of Saline Co. from 1852 until 1854. 
Of his six sons, five fought with great valor in the 
Confederate Army. Henry H. became a Baptist 
preacher, and B. B. served as Secretary of State 
for Arkansas from 1874 to 1879.49 

In October, 1847, Philadelphia Church 
dismissed her members living on the west side of 
Saline River for the purpose of forming a new 
church.*! She sent Eld. Joab Pratt, John Hesson, 
Eli Saffull and Deacon John Pratt to help in the 
organization of Brushy Creek Baptist Church 
near Leola.*2 

On May 14, 1848, Philadelphia ordained 
another of her licensed preachers to the full work 
of the ministry. He was Samuel T. Cobb. W. T. 
Pratt, a member of Philadelphia Church, wrote 
the following account, which was published in 
the Southwestern Baptist Chronicle: "At a meet- 
ing held with the Baptist Church at Philadel- 
phia...on the 13th and 14th...a presbytery was 
called to ordain Bro. S. T. Cobb...consisting of 
Joab Pratt, Jno. Hesson and J. Y. Lindsey. 

1. Prayer by Bro. Lindsey; 2. Recital of the 
Candidate's call to the ministry; 3. Sermon by 
Bro. Pratt from 2 Cor. 4:2; 4. Imposition of Hands 
and Prayer, by Bro. Lindsey 

After the ordination, the Church repaired 
to the water, where Bro. Cobb administered the 
ordinance of baptism to two persons."43 

Cobb served as pastor of Philadelphia 
Church from 1849 to 1850. Soon thereafter he 
moved to Union Co., AR. He had been born about 
1817 in AL, and came with the Pratts to Grant Co. 
in 1841. He died on January 12, 1888 in Union 
Parish, LA after having pastored for many years 
in South Arkansas and Northern Louisiana.44 

In 1847 Elder Pratt was elected Moderator 
of the Saline Association, and began to devote 
much of his time to evangelical and missionary 
endeavors, traveling as far as Hempstead and 
union Counties.4° About 1849 he moved to Union 
County, where he continued pastoring until his 
death, which occurred on October 1, 1867.46 


From 1850 to the Civil War, the church 
continued to grow and prosper. During this pe- 
riod the following men served as pastor: 

Jesse Reaves 1850-18524’; William H. 
Wyatt48; D. G. Barnett 185349; John T. Craig 
1855-1860°; Robert J. Coleman 1860-1863°! 


In September of 1861 Philadelphia 
Church became an organizational member of the 
new Pine Bluff Association. She hosted the As- 
sociation in October of 1862, 1865, and 1868.52 
After the dark days of the Civil War, the church 
continued to grow. In 1867 she reported 29 addi- 
tions and in April, 1874, she ordained Joshua 
Halbert to the ministry.5° 

Below is a list of a few of the men who 
have served Philadelphia Church as Pastor since 
the Civil War: 

1. John G. Taylor; 2. Rufus M. Lindsey; 3. 
William B. McCool; 4. William Tucker; 5. J. W. 
Kelley; 6. J. T. Asheraft? 7. FE? L Page; Saka W. 
Glover; 9. W..O. Parks; 10; .RAskaney a eee. 
Glover>4 


Available Early Information 

The early minutes of the Philadelphia 
Church are no longer in the possession of the 
church. In October of 1949, Bro. R. W. Glover pre- 
pared a short history of the church. At that time 
he had access to the records. By combining those 
records with information from associational 
records, the following information is available: 

Before the group from Alabama arrived 
under Eld. Pratt's leadership, Eld. John Hesson 
had been holding services in the area as early as 
1840. Eld. Hesson was a member of Spring Creek 
Church in Benton as early as 1837. He applied for 
license to preach and the church after two years 
gave him his license. 

Eld. Hesson was holding services at a log 
school house on the west side of Polk Creek, 3/4 
mile west of the site of Philadelphia Church. 

Soon after the Alabama group arrived in 
1842, the Philadelphia Church was organized. 
Eld. Joab Pratt had led in the organization of six 
churches in Alabama. Apparently Eld. Hesson 
and those he had been preaching to joined with 
the Alabama group in forming the church. The 
first official statistics listed 56 members when 
the church petitioned the Saline Association in 
the fall of 1842. Eld. Joab Pratt was listed as pas- 
tor. 

Information on the first building and 
church activities was furnished by J. J. 
Beavers,°° who was clerk in 1883-1885: 

"I was born within two miles of this 
church as located then and now. The old house 
was made of logs. In the rear of the pulpit three or 
four logs had been taken out, making a window 
extending almost the entire length of the build- 


ing. 
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"Just by this window, outside of the 
church house, a platform was made and covered, 
which was used by the negroes. By this means the 
preacher could be heard by both whites and ne- 
groes. 

"The old log house has given place to a 
neat, substantial frame building, painted within 
and without. It is located among as good people as 
live on the earth. There is ever-living water close 
by [Polk Creek] and from my childhood up to the 
last few years I have seen the redeemed follow 
Christ in baptism within a few yards of the 
church." 


Picture of Philadelphia Church made in 1918 


Philadelphia Church was represented in 
the 1843 Saline Association by Joab Pratt, B. 
McDaniel, and G. H. Cobb. The church had bap- 
tized 18 and received 16 by letter, to make a 
membership of 83. 

The delegates in 1846 were A. J. Mayfield, 
J. M. Cobb and H. B. Cobb. Eld. Joab Pratt was 
pastor and H. B. Cobb was clerk. 

Delegates to the Association in 1847 were 
Joab Pratt, John Hesson, and H. B. Cobb. In Octo- 
ber of 1847, the church records state those living 
west of the Saline River were dismissed to form a 
new church, with the pastor and deacons of 
Philadelphia Church sent to assist in the organi- 
zation. This church is now known as Brush Creek 
MBC [Saline Assoc.]. 

In February of 1848, Eld. John Hesson 
was elected as pastor, and H. B. Cobb, Clerk. So 
far as we know Eld. Joab Pratt was pastor from 
the organization until this time. Apparently late 
in 1848 he moved to Union Co. in south 
Arkansas. Eld. Pratt's credentials were dated 
May 27, 1837: "Enon Church certifies that Rev. 
Joab Pratt was this day ordained to preach gospel 
and baptize by immersion." The certificate was 
signed by Isaac Suttle and John Sumner 


In May of 1848 S. T. Cobb was ordained to 
the ministry. The Presbytery consisted of John Y. 
Lindsey, Joab Pratt, and John Hesson. 

Delegates to 1848 Association were John 
Hesson, pastor, S. T. Cobb and Henry Halbert. 
There were 7 additions to the church during this 
Associational year. (This associational meeting 
was with the Brownsville Church at Tulip in Dal- 
las Co. Joab Pratt left the area and went to Union 
Co. in late 1848) 

In 1849 S. T. Cobb was Pastor and H. B. 
Cobb was Clerk. Delegates to the Association 
were S. T. Cobb, George Cobb and J. T. Jolly. 

In January of 1850 Jesse Reaves became 
Pastor and Solomon Doris Clerk. (Eld. Reaves 
was a charter member of the Shiloh Church, or- 
ganized June, 1848. Eld. Reaves lived a few miles 
SE of Philadelphia. He had migrated from Wilcox 
Co., AL. He was ordained Aug. 1, 1832 by Friend- 
ship Church, Wilcox Co., with G. Alex Watson and 
W. Herrington serving as the presbytery) 

Delegates to Association in 1851 were 
Henry Halbert, J. T. Jolly and Solomon Doris. 
Eld. Jesse Reaves, Pastor, Solomon Doris, Clerk 

Solomon Doris was chosen deacon, and 
was ordained in May 1852. Delegates to the 1852 
Association were John Hesson, Solomon Doris, 
J. T. Jolly; five additions during this associa- 
tional year. Eld. W. H. Wyatt, Pastor, and Mar- 
shall Connelly Clerk. Eld. Wyatt was born in Ala. 
in 1805, and came to Ark. in1848. 


Delegates to the association in 1853 were 
J. T. Jolly, John Pratt, and Nathan Pumphrey°®. 
(The actual minutes of the Association listed 
John Hesson, John Pratt, and J. F. Jolley as dele- 
gates. The church reported 96 members, and gave 
a Lost Creek PO as the address). Eld. D. G. Barnett 
pastor and Marshall Connelly clerk 

Henry Halbert, Jr. and H. A. Gregory were 
ordained as deacons in 1854. Delegates to Associ- 
ation were John Hesson, Henry Halbert, Sr., and 
H. A. Gregory. Elected Henry Halbert as pastor 
and James York as clerk. Elected D. G. Barnett 
pastor and James York clerk. H. A. Gregory was 
granted liberty to preach. 

Delegates to Association in 1855 were 
James York, Henry Halbert and Nathan 
Pumphrey. Thirty additions to the church during 
the associational year. J. T. Craig Pastor, and 
James York Clerk. 

Delegates to the Association in 1856 were 
James Doris, John Pratt, and Henry Halbert. 
There were five additions to the church during 
the associational year. 

W. G. Sherrod was received as a deacon in 
1860. The Church elected two deacons, W. A. Wil- 
son and L. Collins. Eld. R. J. Coleman was Pastor 
and Henry Halbert Clerk. 

1861 

Delegates to the Pine Bluff Association: 
Eld. R. J. Coleman, W. A. Wilson and L. Collins. 
The church requested a letter of dismission from 
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the Saline Association for the purpose of joining 
the Pine Bluff Association. There were 19 addi- 
tions to the church during this associational 
year. Eld. R. J. Coleman Pastor and Henry Hal- 
bert, Clerk 

1862 

Elected R. J. Coleman, W. A. Wilson and F. 
Posey delegates to Pine Bluff Association. There 
were 21 additions to the church during this asso- 
ciational year. Eld. R. J. Coleman Pastor and 
Henry Halbert, Clerk 

Minutes from Sept. 1863 to April, 1865 
were torn out of the book. 

Delegates to the 1865 Association were 
Henry Halbert, H. A. Gregory and John Pratt. Eld 
H. M. Wilkinson, pastor and W. A. Wilson, clerk 

1866 

Delegates to the Association were H. A. 
Gregory, John Pratt, and W. G. Wilson. Eld. H. M. 
Wilkinson, pastor and W. A. Wilson, clerk 

1867 

Delegates to the Association were H. A. 
Gregory, W. G. Wilson and H. S. Carroll. There 
were 29 additions to the church during this Asso- 
ciational year. Eld. John G. Taylor, pastor, and 
Henry Halbert, clerk. 

There were no minutes from Jan., 1868 
till March, 1869. The leaves were not gone, but no 
minutes recorded. 

1869 

Joshua Halbert and L. S. Kemp were 
elected Deacons. Delegates to the Association, 
were J. H. Crutchfield, Joshua Halbert and H. A. 
Gregory. Eld. J. G. Taylor, pastor and Josiah Tid- 
well, clerk. Eld. Taylor came from GA in 1853. 
Minutes from this time till May, 1870, are miss- 
ing. 

1870 

Delegates to the association were Joshua 
Halbert, T. W. Quinn, and J. H. Crutchfield. Eld. 
Rufus M. Lindsey, pastor and T. W. Quinn, clerk. 

Eld. Rufus M. Lindsey was responsible for 
organizing several churches in western Grant Co. 
and Hot Springs Co. He was pastor of Philadel- 
phia Church through 1875. [See the biographical 
sketch in history of FMBC, Poyen] 

Bro. LeRoy Polk did research based on the 
minutes of the Pine Bluff Association. 

He wrote: "Philadelphia Church was first 
in the Saline Association. Philadelphia Church 
was host to the Saline Association in 1849 and 
1855. 

"Philadelphia Church was not in the or- 
ganizational meeting of the Pine Bluff Associa- 
tion which met in Pine Bluff, June 7-8, 1861. 
They came into the Pine Bluff Association from 
the Saline Association, along with Big Creek, 
Liberty and Fairview Churches. 

"In the 1861 minute Elder R. J. Coleman is 
listed as Pastor. He is also listed as pastor of 
Providence, Red Bluff and Shiloh. The address of 
the church is listed as Turin in Saline County. It 


is also listed as six miles northeast of Jenkin's 
Perry: 

"Eld. R. J. Coleman was elected moderator 
of the Pine Bluff Baptist Association in 1861 and 
also 1862. In the 1862 minute he is still listed as 
messenger of Philadelphia Church, but pastor of 
Liberty and Red Bluff. 

The church membership was listed at 102, 
the largest in the Pine Bluff Association, with Big 
Creek next with 74. 


Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church 
Sheridan 

In June of 1848, Elder Miles M. Wallace, a 
dedicated, traveling Baptist missionary, spent 
several days preaching in what is now Calvert 
Township and other nearby settlements. "Many 
families," he wrote, "have not the Word of God in 
their homes, (nor have they) heard a Baptist 
preacher...while others declared they never had 
witnessed the immersion of a believer in water 
before." "This country is thinly inhabited and 
(has) but few churches, small and poor," he con- 
tinued, "and money is scarce. Worst of all, in 
many places, I have had to contend with 
formidable opposition from the anti-mission 
Baptists.. woe 

In his report of the results of these meet- 
ings, Elder Wallace reported, "I assisted in the 
constitution of two Baptist Churches, one in 


Saline County and one in Jefferson County..."°8 


Miles Milford Wallace was born February 
6, 1810 in South Carolina. He became a Baptist 
in 1830 and was ordained in the Gospel ministry 
in 1832. By 1836 he was pastoring two churches 
in Greenville County, South Carolina. Learning 
of the great destitution of Gospel preaching in the 
"great and extended valley west of the Missis- 
sippi’, he later wrote, "I gathered up my Bible, my 
family, and my all and bent my course westward 
with all possible speed". 

His first stop seems to have been Greene 
Co., Alabama where he pastored for several 
months and made many acquaintances. He later 
located some of these previous acquaintances in 
Arkansas and organized churches in several 
places in the State. 

In 1848 Elder Wallace had set out on one 
of his extensive missionary trips. During this 
sixty-three day trip, he traveled 1,035 miles, 
preached thirty-six sermons, visited six 
churches, collected $211.50 for missions, and or- 
ganized three new churches--which included 
Spring Hill and Shiloh. 

He ‘reported, “The~ country T>passed 
through is thinly inhabited [with] but few 
churches, small and poor, and money is scarce." 
"Worse of all", he continued, "I have had to con- 
tend with formidable opposition from anti-mis- 
sion Baptists...Many [of the] families [I have met] 
have not the word of God in their homes [nor 
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have they] heard a Baptist preacher before in 
their life; have never witnessed the immersion of 
a believer in water before...I have frequently 
stood on the earth as a pulpit, while the open sky 
was my sounding-board, and preached...in the 
open air...to thousands...with good effect." 


Organization, June 25, 1848 ‘ 

In his preaching in Calvert Township, El- 
der Wallace had located three families who de- 
sired to be organized into a Baptist Church. This 
he did on Sunday, June 25, 1848. Aiding him in 
this endeavor were Elder Joab Pratt,°9 pastor of 
Philadelphia Church and Elder Aaron Bolt, pas- 


tor of Spring Creek Church in Benton.©9 

Those who joined together that day as a 
New Testament church were Thomas Belzora and 
F. [Nancy] Findley, James G. and Charity Penson, 
and Elder Jesse and Elizabeth Reaves. For a name 
they chose Shiloh, which the church has retained 
to the present. At various times from then until 
1857 Elder Reaves served as pastor. 

Elder Wallace reported, "I assisted in the 
constitution of two Baptist Churches, one in 
Saline [Shiloh] and one in Jefferson County, 
Arkansas [old Spring Hill Church once located in 
the Grapevine Community] --both convenient to 
an excellent Baptist Minister...Jesse Reaves who 
has promised to preach to them monthly...In 
many [such] neighborhoods a sermon has not 
been heard for many years...and [there are] some 
settlements where a sermon has never been 
preached". "All [of] these things," Elder Wallace 
wrote, "make me willing to undergo the fatigues, 
privations, and sufferings of a missionary life." 

Of the three families whose members 
came together to begin, as they often said at that 
time, "to keep house for the Lord", more is known 
about the family of Jesse and Elizabeth Reaves. 
Jesse was born about 1798 in Georgia. By 1832 he 
was living in Wilcox County, Alabama when he 
was ordained as a minister of the Gospel by the 
Friendship Baptist Church. He pastored that 
church, and also the Boiling Spring Church.©1 

About 1846 he and his son-in-law, Gill- 
ford Glover came to the area and settled near 
Cross Roads. He pastored several churches in 
Grant and surrounding counties, including 
Philadelphia Church from 1850 until 1852. He 
was Shiloh's first pastor and evidently served un- 
til about 1857. He seems to have retired from ac- 
tive pastoral work about 1860; however, he was 
in attendance at the 1862 session of the newly 
formed Pine Bluff Association. At the advanced 
age of 82 years, he was living with Jesse Glover, 
his grandson in 1880. He died soon after that 
date. 


By the time Shiloh Church petitioned the 
Saline Association for membership in the fall of 
1848, the membership was eight, and by 1853 the 
membership climbed to sixteen. 


Although records are scanty, there is evi- 
dence the church may have been inactive during 
the period after 1856, the last year the church was 
represented in the Saline Association. When the 
Pine Bluff Association was constituted in the fall 
of 1861, Shiloh Church joined the Association as 
a "new" church with eighteen members. Shiloh 
has continued this associational fellowship 
since that date. 


The moderator of the Association, Elder 
R. J. Coleman, served as her pastor, and Thomas 
A. Morris was the church clerk. 

In his autobiography, Elder Coleman 
stated he settled in the Pine Bluff area in 1858 
"and did a great work in that section". He 
"preached once a month at Pine Bluff and putting 
my time at other destitute places; one Sunday in 
Saline Co. [now Grant] with a dilapidated church 
called Shiloh, in the vicinity of Eld. Jesse Reaves; 
continued preaching there four years. It was 
twenty-five miles for me, and I realized about $30 
per year." 

In 1861 Eld. R. J. Coleman was pastor, 
Thomas A. Morris was church clerk. The mes- 
sengers were W. H. Shepherd and T. A. Morris. 
The church had 18 members. 


Eld. R. J. Coleman organized Providence 
Baptist Church July 31, 1858 (Jefferson Co.) and 
was its pastor through 1861. He was elected Mod- 
erator of the Association at its first meeting in 
1861 and again in 1862, and was listed as a mes- 
senger from Philadelphia. According to his auto- 
biography Elder Coleman was pastor of Shiloh 
for four years. We can assume this was from 1858 
until 1862. In 1862 he was again a messenger 
from Philadelphia, and was pastor of Liberty and 
Red Bluff Churches. 

Thomas A. Morris was born about 1811 in 
North Carolina. He came to Arkansas shortly be- 
fore the Civil War. By vocation he was a farmer 
and a lawyer. He served as church clerk from 
1861 until 1862 and 1883 to 1884, and was alsoa 
deacon and trustee. Thomas A. Morris was later 
Grant County's first County Judge. 

In 1862 a pastor was not listed, Thomas A. 
Morris was church clerk. The messengers were T. 
A. Morris, Jesse Johnson, and J. W. A. Hood. The 
church had 16 members. In 1863 and 1864, dur- 
ing the Civil War, there was no meeting of the As- 
sociation, and the church was not represented in 
1865. 

In 1866 Elder Hugh M. Wilkinson was 
listed as pastor, and J. W. A. Hood was listed as 
clerk. The messengers were Hugh M. Wilkinson, 
T. A. Morris and J. W. A. Hood. The church had 34 
members. 

Johnathan W. A. Hood was born in South 
Carolina in 1836. He came to Arkansas before the 
Civil War and served as a 2nd. Lt. in the Confed- 
erate Army. He served as clerk of Shiloh from 
1868 until about 1881. He later became a member 
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of Crystal Springs and Ephesus churches. He died 
October 3, 1916. 


There were no minutes for 1867. Elder 
Hugh M. Wilkinson was listed as pastor, and J. W. 
A. Hood was listed as clerk in 1868. Both were 
listed with a Cherry Grove post office. The same 
messengers were elected for 1868. 

In 1869 Elder Loftin Quinn was listed as 
pastor. The clerk and messengers were the same. 

Elder Lofton Quinn was born in Alabama 
in 1843. He began preaching in Alabama in 1867. 
His first pastoral work in Arkansas was with 
Shiloh in 1869. After that he pastored and did 
missionary work in the state for about 38 years, 
serving in many areas of the state. He died in 
1908. The funeral services were conducted by 
Elders William Tucker and Ben M. Bogard. 


In 1870, 1871, and 1875 Elder Hugh M. 
Wilkinson was again pastor. The clerk was J. W. 
A. Hood. The messengers in 1870 were Hugh M. 
Wilkinson, G. Glover, and J. W. A. Hood. 


Capres Gartman 

Elder Capres Gartman was born in Lex- 
ington Co. SC in April, 1831. He was the son of 
Hezekiah (born about 1808) and Epsey Gartman. 
George Washington, born in 1848 was a brother of 
Capres. The Gartmans came to the western part of 
Jefferson Co. in 1841. They were originally part 
of the Springhill Church. 

In 1869 -1870 Capres was pastor at Sardis 
and also Friendship, and also did mission work 
for the Pine Bluff Association. At one time he 
also pastored Providence. In 1871 Capres was 
listed as a minister with a Dary Saw post office. 
He was also pastor of Sardis Church in 1875- 
1876. We have no record of the period from 1871- 
1774, 1776-1880, but believe that Elder Gartman 
was pastor of Shiloh sometime during that pe- 
riod. 

In 1881 U. J. Newell was pastor, J. W. A. 
Hood was still church clerk. 

Elder Uriah J. Newell was born in Ran- 
dolph County, Arkansas in 1838. He became a 
Baptist in 1842, and was baptized by Providence 
Church. He was ordained to the ministry in 1854. 

Shortly after the Civil War he moved to 
Grant County and settled near Sheridan. He was 
also moderator of the Pine Bluff Association in 
1880-1881. Eld. Newell pastored at Big Creek 
(now First Baptist, Sheridan) for 21 years and at 
Corinth for 33 years. He died about 1898. 


Elder William Tucker was pastor of 
Shiloh in 1882. He was born in Ohio in 1838. He 
was saved in Illinois. He came to Arkansas in 
1857, and was ordained to preach in March, 1868. 
After that he preached for forty-two years, pri- 
marily in Grant and Saline Counties. He served 
on the "peace committee" for the Landmark 


brethren when efforts were being made to re- 
unite the Landmark and Convention factions af- 
ter the split in 1902. He died in 1911 at the age of 
73, and was buried in Mt. Olive Cemetery, four 
miles south east of Bauxite. 

J. G. Taylor was pastor in 1883 and 1884, 
and T. A. Morris was clerk. 

Elder John G. Taylor was born in South 
Carolina about 1820. He came from Georgia in 
1853 and settled near what is now Grapevine. He 
was pastor of Shiloh in 1883-1884. We have no 
records of 1882 and 1885-1886. He pastored 
widely in the Pine Bluff Association until his 
death about 1891. 


Move to Present Location 

Apparently Shiloh Baptist Church and 
New Hope Methodist Church shared a log meeting 
house for several, located at the Old Shiloh Ceme- 
tery, just west of Cross Roads. As was customary 
in most early settlements, the Methodists held 
services certain Sundays and the Baptists certain 
others on a rotational basis. 


Original Building at Present Church Site 


This continued until 1885 when Shiloh 
Church moved about 2.5 miles southwest from 
that location to the present site. At that time two 
acres of land were donated to the church by Wind- 
field S. Traylor and his wife, Nancy.®2 A building 
was soon constructed at the new location. That 
building stood until the present building was con- 
structed and dedicated in 1953. Soon after the re- 
location of the church, four families who had 
previously worshipped at the present site of the 
Bethel Cemetery, about one mile west, joined 
with the members of Shiloh. It is believed these 
were the families of Dr. Hugh M. Wilkinson, Sam 
Allen, James Tilman Crouse and Dave Barnes. 

By 1889 in recognition of the same shift of 
population to the southern part of the township, 
which led to the re-location of Shiloh Church, a 
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new post office called Erin was established near 
the present location of the church. 

Elder Razz Rushing was pastor in 1886. 

In 1887 the pastor was Rufus M. Lindsey, 
Fenter post office, and Jerome B. Bratton was 
listed as clerk. 

Elder Rufus Milton Lindsey was born Au- 
gust 26, 1827 near the Tull Community. He was 
the second son of Eli Lindsey, a famous pioneer 
Methodist preacher. He was a nephew of John Y. 
Lindsey, who lived in the Kentucky Community 
and was active in pastoring and establishing 
churches from 1836 until his death in 1866. 

Lindsey was ordained shortly after the 
Civil War. He pastored Shiloh in 1887. He pas- 
tored other churches in the Pine Bluff and Saline 
Associations before his death, February 15, 1900. 

Elder Richard Roden was pastor of Shiloh 
in 1888. He was ordained by Providence on April 
9, 1882. The clerk was Jerome B. Bratton. In 1889 
E. F. Appling was pastor. 

Elder Enoch F. Appling, the son of Seburn 
and Elizabeth Appling, was born in Alabama 
about 1840. He came with his parents to the 
Grapevine area in 1844. The Applings were part 
of the Springhill Church. He was ordained about 
1870. He was pastor of Shiloh from 1889 to 1892. 
He died on January 22, 1929. 

Elder E. L. Rushing was pastor of Shiloh 
in 1894 and W. S. Shackleford was clerk. Messen- 
gers were J. F. Pelton, W. S. Shackleford, and 
John Piper. Eld. Rushing was still pastor in 
1896. 

Elder Miles S. Kelley was pastor in 1897, 
and W. S. Shackleford was clerk. Elder John W. 
Avery was pastor in 1899, and Jerome B. Bratton 
was clerk. Elder Jim W. Kelley was pastor in 1901 
and again in 1904. Elder Joshua Halbert was pas- 
tor in 1903. Elder William B. McCool was pastor 
from 1906 - 1909. [Biographical sketch in his- 
tory of Association] 


Other early pastors were Elders G. G. 
Wray, R. W. Glover, Will Winston, E. L. Page, W. O. 
Parks, Homer Laster, Harvey Nelson, and Earl 
McAlister. 

Immediately after the close of the revival 
meeting in August, 1952, the church building that 
was originally built about 1885 was torn town. 
Erection of the new building was begun. At the 
close of the revival meeting in August, 1953, the 
new church building with Sunday School rooms, 
and new pews was completed and paid for, and 
was dedicated on September 20, 1953. 

Later the church building was bricked, 
and Sunday School rooms were added. Several 
years later two more class rooms were added, and 
church furniture was placed in the auditorium. 
The church also built a fellowship hall. 

During the 1980's stained glass windows 
and a baptistery were installed, new carpet was 
purchased. 


Other pastors were Brethren Edwin Lee, 
Charles Helms, George Knickerbocker, Byron 
Baxley, Olin Ward, John Jones, James DeMoss, 
A. J. Medlin, Roy Halpine, Tim Reynolds, Coyle 
Kelley, Robert Ashcraft, and Danny Hill. 


Fairview Baptist Church 


Hensley 

Fairview Baptist Church, along with 
Philadelphia, Big Creek, and Liberty came into 
the Pine Bluff Baptist Association from the 
Saline Association at the first regular meeting at 
Providence Church, Oct. 17-20, 1861. 

Fairview was first listed (name only) in 
the Saline Association in 1855 when the Associa- 
tion met with Philadelphia Church, SE of 
Prattsville. In the 1860 and 1861 minute the 
church was listed with John Walters as pastor 
and James Ball as clerk. In 1861 the membership 
was 27, the messengers were J. S. Morton, J. H. 
Blalock, and William Laster. 

Eld. John Walters 

Eld. John Walters was from _ the 
Tuscaloosa area of Alabama. He was with a group 
that migrated to the old Belfast area, during the 
early 1850's. He was a member of the Liberty Bap- 
tist Church. According to Jolene Davis, he bought 
land in Saline Co. on Oct. 23, 1854. One of Eld. 
Walter's sons, John Aaron was buried at Jacobs 
Cemetery. Elijah Walters, another of the sons 
was the father of Jolene Davis, our informant. 
The 1860 census listed Eld. Walters as a Baptist 
Preacher, 60 years of age, and he was born in NC. 
It is the belief of the family that John Walters 
was also buried at the Jacobs Cemetery, but on 
the outer perimeter. 

John Walter's sister, Milly, was the wife of 
Warren Holiman, also from Anson Co., NC. War- 
ren Holiman was the leader of the group from 
Anson Co., NC, first to Fayette Co., AL, and then 
to the Belfast area. Warren Holiman was also 
buried in the Jacobs Cemetery. 

The church originally held services at the 
site of the McPherson Cemetery, about 3/4 miles 
north of the Sardis Community. Later the church 
was moved to the Sardis Community, then about 
1869 the Gum Springs Church, which had been 
organized in 1861, consolidated with Fairview. 
At that time the church moved to the present lo- 
cation, and a building was constructed by 1873. - 
The church continues to use the building [next 
page] that was constructed in 1873. 

About the same time, another Baptist 
church was organized in the vicinity of the 
McPherson Cemetery by Eld. James Adams and 
members of his family. In 1906 several families 
from the Fairview Church organized the Pleasant 
Hill Church in Sardis, the previous location of 
the Fairview Church. One of the leaders was Dr. J. 
D. Wright, who had been clerk of the Fairview 
Church in 1905. Pleasant Hill was one of four 
churches that left the Pine Bluff Association in 
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1916-1917, to affiliate with the Baptist State 
Convention. 63 


Fairview Missionary Baptist Church 


Elias Sosebee was listed as pastor in 1868, 
1869 and 1870. His address was Little Rock. 
Names of messengers from 1868-1871 were: Elias 
Sosebee, J. B. Ball, T. Laster, William Laster, and 
M. M. Mashburn. 

In 1875 James Adams, Hurricane, was 
pastor, and W. W. Hughs, Hurricane was clerk. 
The messengers were D. N. Beard, M.M. Mash- 
burn and R. Kelly. The church reported 106 mem- 
bers. 

Pastors from 1881 through 1901 were: 
L.M. Patterson, James Adams, W.B. McCool, U.J. 
Newell, S.P. Davis, Roe Kelley, H.P. Haley, and 
G.W. McCarty. Clerks were: J.Y. Mashburn, W.W. 
Hughes, John Jordan, W.F. Ball, Walter Ball, J.G. 
Penny, and J. H. Spann. 


Providence Missionary Baptist Church 
Pine Bluff 

Providence MBC, located in western Jef- 
ferson Co., was organized on July 31, 1858. Eld. R. 
J. Coleman was doing missionary work in the 
area on behalf of the Judson Assoc. He had previ- 
ously been pastor of the Pine Bluff Church. 

The records of the Providence Church 
have been preserved, and Eld. R. J. Coleman pre- 
pared an autobiography of his life, which was 
published by the Baptist State Convention in 
1895. 

In May of 1858, Eld. Coleman wrote, "I 
made an appointment twelve miles west of Pine 
Bluff, where there never had been a Baptist ser- 
mon preached." Although Eld. Coleman located 
several Baptist families in the area, no meeting 
house was available. 

James L. Davis, a local planter, made his 
home available for Eld. Coleman's preaching 


services. After preaching for three months, on 
the last day of July, seven members met at the 
Davis and were organized into Providence 
Church. These members were William and James 
L. Davis, Elias Tiner, James C. Goldman, Mary 
Davis, Permelia Galliway and Catherine Gold- 
man. J.W.A. Hood, joined for baptism, and was 
baptized the next day. 

In his autobiography, Eld. Coleman 
wrote, "there were a number of persons who wit- 
nessed the administration of baptism for the 
first time." 

The new church continued to meet at the 
Davis home until the spring of 1859, when a 
brush arbor was built "about midway between the 
Princeton Road and the Hot Springs Road. The 
temporary structure was the site of a glorious re- 
vival, which saw a large number added to the 
church. In the fall of 1859, with the help of many 
in the community a log house of worship, 30 X 40 
was built, and equipped with a $5.95 wood stove. 
It was in this building the first session of the Pine 
Bluff Assoc. met in Oct., 1861. This building 
housed the church until about 1878. 


Providence Missionary Baptist Church 


The church petitioned the Judson Assoc. 
in 1858, and then withdrew in 1861 to help orga- 
nize the Pine Bluff Assoc. 

The Civil War affected all churches of the 
area. Although Providence was not able to hold 
church conference on a regular basis, it appears 
the church continued during the war period. In 
fact, during the summer of 1863, with the Union 
Army poised to invade the area, the church expe- 
rienced a remarkable revival season, which re- 
sulted in 45 baptisms, and other additions by let- 
ter and statement. However, near the end of the 
war and until 1868, church activities languished. 
The work was reactivated in September, 1868. 
The clerk was instructed "to enroll our names 
anew as a reorganized church. Although the 
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church had only nine active members, a pastor 
was selected and messengers were elected to the 
Association. 

The church reported a membership of 27 
in 1871. The church entertained the Association 
in 1872. In 1873 the Providence and Sardis 
Churches became charter members of the Friend- 
ship Association. In 1873 the church reported 36 
members. Loftin Quinn was pastor and J. T. 
Wood, Darysaw, was clerk. The church was repre- 
sented by the pastor and G. L. Wright. In 1874 the 
church reported 8 additions by baptism and 12 by 
letter, and a membership of 54. In 1878 E.F. Ap- 
pling was pastor, and H. C. Moring was clerk. 

A Sunday School was organized in 1878. 
By 1881 the church reported 93 members. In Au- 
gust of 1882, twenty members were dismissed to 
form the Cedar Branch MBC, located in eastern 
Grant Co. In December of 1882, the church voted 
to move "nearer the Wright School House", and a 
new building was constructed and a cemetery was 
opened. 


New Friendship Missionary 


Baptist Church, Benton 

New Friendship MBC was organized in the 
late summer or fall of 1859. Eld. C. F. Moore, Pas- 
tor, led in the organization. The charter members 
were: Hiram Mangram Shaw and wife, Elizabeth 
Arnold Shaw; Mrs. Pamela Shaw Croxton; John 
P. Blackburn and wife; John Barnes; Joseph J. 
Russell; and Eld. C. F. Moore. Lou Julian Thomp- 
son Young was the first member to join after the 
organization, and her husband, Sam Young, was 
the first person to be baptized. The Shaws mi- 
grated from Walker Co., GA. 

New Friendship first petitioned the 
Saline Association in 1869, but changed to the 
Pine Bluff Association in 1872. A Sunday School 
was established in July, 1872, by Eld. R. M. 
Thrasher, who was serving as a State Sunday 
School Missionary. 

Other early pastors included Elders John 
P. Blackburn, Cockran, William Tucker, A. L. 
Brumbelow, George Kelley, Joshua Holbert, E. L. 
Rushing Stewart Davis, J. H. Donham, and J. W. 
Kelley. 

Property for the church was purchased 
from William T. and Mary R. Ramsey, on May 6, 
1885 for $25.00. Hiram C. Shaw and Paul Rucker 
were trustees. 

New Friendship sponsored the organiza- 
tion of Saline MBC in Tull, by Eld. A. L. Brumbe- 
low, in 1887; and Wright's Chapel MBC in Benton 
in 1960. 

After the original building burned, the 
present building was started in 1898 and was 
completed in 1903. The present building 
(pictured above-right) is just north of the original 
building. The present building was dedicated in 
1904 by Eld. Ben M. Bogard. A fellowship hall has 
been added, and a parsonage was built. 


New Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 


Orion Missionary Baptist Church 
Hensley 

Orion MBC, located in the northeastern 
corner of Grant Co., was organized on Sunday, 
April 8, 1860. 

Sufficient settlers had entered the area 
that by 1859, while still a part of Jefferson Co., 
the area was designated as Simpson Township. 
Among these early settlers were several Baptist 
families, originally from North and South Car- 
olina, but more recently from Mississippi. 

By 1860 George Weaver had located in the 
area, acquiring the property originally owned by 
John Henry. It was on this property that George 
Weaver hosted a gathering of Baptists who de- 
sired to establish a church. Three Baptists 
preachers were present to lead in the organiza- 
tion: Dr. Josiah S. Morton, from Saline Co., Eld. 
William M. Lea from Pine Bluff, and Eld. Spencer 
K. Milton, who had just arrived from Iowa. 

The charter -members* were: George 
Weaver, his wife, Kiziah, and daughter, Adaline; 
Lewis M. Patterson and his wife, Minerva; John 
Parks and his wife, Nancy B.; Henry B. Jernigan, 
his wife, Jane, and his widowed daughter-in-law, 
Sarah; Rachel Downs; Adeline Downs and 
"Lizzie" Slaughter. 

According to the 1860 census, George 
Weaver was born about 1811 in SC, and his wife, 
Kiziah was born about 1809, also in SC. Adaline, 
was born about 1832 in AL. Two sons, Ameon and 
Henry were also born in AL, about 1839 and 1842 
respectively. Another son, Samuel, was born in 
MS about 1844, and a daughter Mary, was also 
born in MS about 1850. Bro. Weaver was one of 
Orion's first deacons. Adaline married William 
Graves late in 1860. 

Henry B. Jernigan was born in NC about 
1796, and his wife, Jane, also born in NC, about 
1797. They were apparently the parents of 
William W., Samuel B., and a deceased son. The 
widow was S.A.T. Jernigan, who was born in AL 
about 1842. Her husband, Eli W. Jernigan died in 
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1860, a few months before the church was orga- 
nized. 

Although not listed as a charter member, 
Henry J. Slaughter was clerk of the church in 
1861. Henry J. Slaughter was born about 1847 in 
MS, and his wife, Adaline, was born about 1849 
in SC. They had one daughter, Sarah J., who was 
born in AR about 1859. 

According to the census those living near 
the church had recently migrated from MS. 

The name "Orion" was suggested, accord- 
ing to tradition, by a girl (possibly Adaline) 
whose name was Slaughter. She was present at 
the organization. During the meeting she left the 
house and observed the constellation of stars by 
the same name. Upon returning to the assembly, 
she suggested to those participating in the orga- 
nization that the church be named "Orion." 

The new church met at the Weaver home 
for several months until a log building was con- 
structed near the present cemetery location. This 
building served the community, both as a church 
house and as a school house, until after the Civil 
War. 

The newly organized church petitioned 
the Judson Association for membership that fall. 
[Nearby East Union was also a member of the 
Judson Assoc.] Unfortunately, we have no minute 
for the Judson Association in 1860. However, the 
church indicated an interest in participating in 
the Pine Bluff Association, by sending a letter to 
the preliminary meeting in June, 1861. 

In the first regular meeting, October, 1861 
"Orean", as it was then spelled, was represented 
by messengers John Parks, N. Patterson (perhaps 
Lewis M. Patterson), and Henry B. Jernigan. The 
letter reported a membership of 25, with Eld. 
George D. Hardy as pastor, and H. J. Slaughter as 
clerk. Eld. Hardy lost his life in the Civil War. 


In 1862 Orion Church was represented in 
the Pine Bluff Association by James Kelly, 
William Downs, and William Journegan. Eld. 
John Cheek was pastor and H. B. Journagin was 
clerk. Eld. Cheek was also pastor of Gum Springs 
and East Union. The church reported 4 baptisms 
and a total membership of 31. 

1865 

In 1865, the first session after the Civil 
War, the church reported a membership of 40. 
The church was represented by H. B. Journagin, 
who was also clerk, George Weaver, and S. 
Weaver. Eld. John Cheek was still pastor. 

On Oct. 21, 1867, the church ordained one 
of her charter members, Bro. Lewis M. Patterson, 
to the Gospel ministry. Before his death in 1907, 
Bro. Patterson had pastored Orion for more than 
20 years. 

According to the 1870 census, Lewis M. 
Patterson was born about 1828 in AL, and his 
wife, Minerva, was born about 1842, also in AL. 
No children were listed. 


The church was represented in 1868 by G. 
A. Robertson, U. Downs, and G. C. Litlow, who 
was also clerk. Eld. Lewis M. Patterson was listed 
as pastor. The church reported 46 members. 

The church was represented in 1869 by 
Eld. L. M. Patterson, who was also Pastor, G. A. 
Robinson, and T. R. Laurence, who was also listed 
as Clerk. The church had baptized 11 and re- 
ported 46 members. 

The church was represented in 1870 by 
Eld. L. M. Patterson, who was also Pastor, G. W. 
Price, who was also clerk, and G. Blevins. The 
church reported 18 additions by baptism, and a 
membership of 57. 

In 1871 the church was represented by 
Eld. L. M. Patterson, the pastor, G. W. Price, and 
G. A. Shelton, who was listed as clerk. The church 
reported 56 members. 


1874 


In 1874 the church moved from the loca- 
tion adjacent to the cemetery, about .5 south to 
its present location. A frame building (pictured 
above) was constructed using wooden pegs, in- 
stead of nails. This building, which may be the 
oldest church building in Grant Co., still stands, 
and is used as a Sunday School building. 

In 1881 Eld. Lewis M. Patterson repre- 
sented the church as pastor. Eld. Patterson also 
pastored Fairview Church. Other messengers 
were J. H. Donham, who would later be a noted 
pastor in the area, and G. A. Robinson, who was 
also clerk. The church reported 68 members. 

In 1889 the church was represented by S. 
P. Gammell, S. D. Weaver, and Hiram F. Clark, 
who was also clerk. The church had baptized 15 
and reported a membership of 102. Eld. J. H. 
Donham was pastor. Eld. Donham also was pas- 
tor of Mars Hill and China Grove. He lived at 
Nuna, in Saline Co. 


In 1890 the Association met at Orion. The 
church was represented by G. D. Weaver, who was 
also clerk, J. A. Beard, and J. A. Boxley. The 
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church reported 12 baptisms and a membership 
of 110. Eld. Lewis M. Patterson was again listed 
as pastor. 

In 1892 the church was represented by R. 
M. Tuck, George D. Weaver, and Hiram F. Clark. 
According to the church records, Bro. Clark con- 
tinued as clerk until his death in 1940, a total of 
fifty-one years. The pastor was Eld. U. J. Newell, 
who lived at Sheridan. 

In 1895 the church was represented by 
George D. Weaver, H. F. Clark, who was also clerk, 
and I. L. Rhinehart. The church reported 12 bap- 
tized and a membership of 77. Eld. H. P. Haley 
was listed as pastor. Eld. Haley continued as pas- 
tor until 1900, when Eld. John Lawhon became 
pastor. 

The church also entertained the Associa- 
tion in 1905. 

Early in the 1900's, an "Arbor" building 
was constructed, to be used in warm weather and 
during revival meetings. This building was made 
of cut timbers and roofed with shingles, quite un- 
like the temporary arbors usually constructed for 
revival meetings. The "Arbor" was used as late as 
1948. 

The present church auditorium was con- 
structed in 1972. The church recently completed 
an activity and fellowship building. 


Corinth Missionary Baptist Church 
Sheridan 

The Liberty MBC was established east of 
Corinth, and petitioned the Saline Association 
in 1853. The Liberty Church was made up of mi- 
grants from Alabama. 

As the Corinth community began to grow, 
a post office was established on Oct. 26, 1860, 
known as Henslee's Springs. About this same 
time members of Liberty who lived east of Lost 
Creek desired to organize a new church in the 
Corinth area. The church was made up of twenty- 
three members, most from the Liberty Church. 

The church was organized in 1861, erected 
a log church house and started a cemetery. 
Corinth Church was a charter member of the 
Pine Bluff Association as a "new" church. Eld. D. 
G. Barnett, who was also pastor of Liberty and Big 
Creek, was pastor. The messengers were W. S. 
Shepherd, W. M. Ball, and S. C. Henslee, who was 
clerk and also post master of the Henslee's 
Springs post office. 

Eld. David Glover Barnett was born in NC 
on Nov. 7, 1817. He became a Baptist in 1839, 
came to Arkansas in 1852, and was ordained by 
the Spring Hill Church on Sep. 25, 1853. He died 
on May 3, 1902 and was buried in Corinth Ceme- 
tery. The W. M. Ball who served as a messenger 
served in the Confederate Army, and died in a 
Federal Prison in Deleware. His widow, Hannah, 
later married Eld. Barnett.©4 

The Civil War was a difficult time for all 
churches and associations. Corinth was particu- 


larly affected, in reporting the death of 13 mem- 
bers to the 1865 Association. Nevertheless, the 
community and church grew after the Civil War. 
Eld. U. J. Newell was pastor beginning in 1865. In 
1875 Eld. James Adams was pastor, and Calvin 
Poe was clerk. The mesengers were W. H. Nall, G. 
C. Letlow and J. W. Neighbors. The church re- 
ported a membership of 115, largest in the Asso- 
ciation. By 1888 the membership had reached 
164. 

Soon after this, the Marlow and Belfast 
Churches were established, and Corinth's mem- 
bership declined. 


East Union Missionary Baptist Church 
Hensley 

East Union MBC Was organized before 
1860. At the time of its organization, the church 
was located in Union Township of Pulaski Co, an 
area which was rapidly settled in the mid 1850's. 
Among these settlers were Joshua Lawhorn, 
Isham Rhodes, and William M. Smith. 

The church presented a petitionary letter 
to the Judson Association in 1860, and then be- 
came a charter member of the Pine Bluff Associa- 
tion. 

In 1861 Eld. John Cheek was pastor, and 
H. C. Wallis was clerk. The messengers were O. D. 
Slaughter, S. Weaver, and H. C. Wallis. 

The church originally met at a location 
near where Hwy. 367 (Arch Street Pike) crosses 
Lorance Creek. Later the meeting place was move 
to the building of District School #60, across the 
road from the church's present building.©° 

Other early pastors were Elders J. H. and 
L. M. Patterson, B. F. Holdford, J. H. Donham, 
and S. P. Davis. 


Sardis Missionary Baptist Church 


Grapevine 

In June of 1848, Miles Milford Wallace, a 
Baptist missionary, made a preaching tour 
through what is now southern Grant Co. Along 
the fertile banks of Hurricane Creek he located 
several Baptist families who had migrated from 
Alabama. They included the Gartman's and Ap- 
plings who had come in 1844, and the numerous 
Taylor clan, who's arrival dates from about 1847. 
Four members of these families came together 
with Eld. Wallace in June, 1848, and were orga- 
nized into Spring Hill Church. Its meeting place 
was about 1 mile south of the Clement Cemetery, 
south of Grapevine. 

During the next decade settlement devel- 
oped rapidly in this area, resulting in significant 
growth of the Spring Hill congregation. In 1861, 
the year the Pine Bluff Association was orga- 
nized, the church reported 99 members, which 
made the church second only to Philadelphia, 
which reported 102 members. 

During the Civil War, a breach of fellow- 
ship occurred within the church. Little is known 
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except it was of a personal nature, and resulted in 
the forming of the Sardis Church near "Taylor's 
Mill," at Grapevine. Sardis Church was received 
by petitionary letter in 1865, the first postwar 
meeting. The church was represented by J. G. Tay- 
lor, pastor, J. H. Apling, and E. D. Taylor, who 
was clerk. In 1865 the membership was 14, and 
by 1868 the membership reached 92. Spring Hill 
began a slow decline that resulted in the church 
becoming extinct by 1905. Spring Hill also joined 
the Friendship Association in 1874. 

As the area continued to grow, the 
Grapevine post office was established in 1878. 
John W. Lybrand, the first postmaster, had been 
in the Spring Hill Church. He became a deacon in 
Sardis Church, and also served as church clerk 
beginning in 1881. He served as Grant Co. Judge 
from 1882-1886, and was moderator of the Pine 
Bluff Assoc. from 1889 to 1909. 

When the Friendship Association was or- 
ganized in 1873, Sardis and nearby Providence 
were charter members. Sardis returned to the 
Pine Bluff Association in 1886. 

Early Pastors of Sardis Church were some 
of the distinguished preachers of the area: J. S. 
Taylor, 1865; Caprice A. Gartman, 1869-1870 and 
1874-1876; Dr. Hugh M. Wilkinson, 1871 and 
1877; J. G. Taylor, 1873; E. D. Taylor, 1879-1885 
and 1889. 

Early Clerks were E.D. Taylor, 1865-1869; 
E.F. Appling, 1869-1870; D. N. Poe, 1871 and D.R. 
Williams, 1873-1880. 


Harmony Baptist Church 
Prattsville 

Harmony MBC was organized during the 
year of 1867 in the Mt. Harmony Log School 
building across the street from the present 
church property. Church services were held in the 
school house until a building was erected in 1868. 

There were 26 charter members, including 
W.A. Wilson, W.G. Wilson, John Pratt, George 
Halbert, Plesent Hood, Rose Nichols, Rachel 
Francis Wilson, and Sarah Hood. 

John Pratt, a deacon, was a charter mem- 
ber of Philadelphia Church, and a brother of Eld. 
Jaob Pratt, who organized the church and served 
as the first pastor. John Pratt had represented 
the Philadelphia Church as a messenger several 
times. He operated a ferry across Saline River, 
just to the west of Harmony Church. 

Harmony Church was received in the Pine 
Bluff Association in 1868. Bro. J. S. Morton was 
the first pastor. 

On February 10, 1869 the present land was 
given to the church by Henry A. Gregory and 
Martha E. Gregory, his wife. A frame church was 
constructed soon after. The membership steadily 
grew requiring a 30' X 30' annex, which was built 
in 1910. 

Henry A. Gregory was also from the 
Philadelphia Church. He was ordained as a dea- 


con in 1854, and later that year was licensed to 
preach. 

The second church building of English 
type architecture was built in 1926-1927. The 
present red brick building of New England type 
architecture was built during the period from 
1958-1964. A new three bedroom brick parsonage 
was built in 1967-1968. A new Fellowship Hall 
was scheduled to be built in the summer of 1993. 

Other pastors have included Elders Elias 
Soesbee, U.J. Newell, Joshua Halbert, William 
Tucker, R.M. Thrasher, R.M. Lindsey, J.M. Clem, 
M.S. Kelly, J.W. Kelly, Conrad Glover, E.B. Jones, 
Conrad Wells, and J.P. Johnson. 

Bro. Conrad Wells, November, 1943 to Au- 
gust, 1948, was the first full-time pastor. The 
first parsonage was built during this time. 

On Sep. 9, 1987 the church voted to spon- 
sor Central Baptist Seminary in Acuna, Mexico, 
under the leadership of Bro. Ernesto Gallegos. 
February 8, 1989 the church voted to sponsor Bro. 
Ezekiel Gallegos, Missionary to Acuna, Mexico, 
until June, 1993. During this time property was 
purchased and Corinth Mission was started. 

Harmony has been a supporter of associ- 
ated work. The church has entertained the State 
Association three times, and the Pine Bluff Asso- 
ciation four times. ©© 


Mars Hill Missionary Baptist Church 


Bauxite 

The early records of Mars Hill MBC were 
lost when the church burned many years ago. 
Mars Hill was received into the Association in 
1871. In 1875 the delegates were E.B.L. Hicks, L. 
Laster, and M. Lemmons. The church reported 27 
members. 

Mars Hill entertained the Pine Bluff As- 
soc. in 1882, Eld. William Tucker, pastor. The Mt. 
Olive Church petitioned at that meeting. The 
original property was obtained from Mr. Joe 
Hicks. 

The existing church auditorium was dedi- 
cated Dec. 30, 1951. Three Sunday School rooms 
were added in 1962. An educational annex was 
added in 1976. The church auditorium was reno- 
vated in 1988. 

Eld. J. N. Donham was listed as pastor in 
1881. He was responsible for organizing Mt. 
Olive. Other early pastors were W. H. Nall, H. P. 
Haley and C. P. Ledbetter. 


Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church 
Bauxite 

Mt. Olive MBC, located 4 miles SE of 
Bauxite, was organized on August 20, 1882, 
through the efforts of Eld. John Henry Donham, 
sponsored by the Mars Hill MBC. Eld. Donham 
was also pastor of the Mars Hill Church, three 
miles south of Mt. Olive. 

It is thought the charter members were 
members of the families of Joseph H. Rhodes, S. 
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Tillmen Johnson, Samuel A. Rowland, and 
Robert and Reuben Childress. 

Another source listed the charter mem- 
bers as Robert and Martha Childress, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ruben Childress, Mr. and Mrs. S. T. John- 
son, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Donham.®7 

Bro. J. H. Donham was the first pastor 
and Samuel A. Rowland was the first clerk. About 
1885 Eld. Donham moved near the church. His 
brother, William C. Donham moved to the com- 
munity soon thereafter. 

Late in 1882, a meeting house was con- 
structed at the present location. Mt. Olive hosted 
the Association in 1885. 

About this time a district school was es- 
tablished, about 100 yards from the church loca- 
tion. 

In 1893 Eld. William Tucker moved his 
family from Bryant to the Mt. Olive area. He 
served as pastor from about 1894 until his heath 
Ins lob. 

Other early pastors were Elders S. P. 
Davis, H. P. Haley, M. S. Kelley, Joshua Halbert, 
J. W. Kelley, W. B. McCool, and C. W. McDonald. 

About 1900 the original building was torn 
down, and a large two-story frame structure was 
erected. The upper floor was used as a meeting 
place for the Masonic Lodge. The upper floor was 
removed about 1955. 

During the early 1950's the church suf- 
fered the loss of many members, due to move- 
ment from the area as the bauxite mining com- 
panies purchased many home sites, and even 
moved some houses from the area. 

The old building was torn down, and re- 
placed by a new building in 1986.68 


Ephesus Missionary Baptist Church 
Sheridan 

Ephesus MBC was organized in June, 
1885. Charter members were John Hamilton, 
Nancy Hamilton, George Richey, Sarah E. Richey, 
Francis Crutchfield, Mary F. Gore, Robert 
Crutchfield, and Joseph Crutchfield. 

The presbytery was Eld. W. B. McCool, 
Moderator, Charles Shepherd, and W. C.C. Dor- 
rough, Clerk. Eld. Charles Shepherd was the first 
pastor and John Hamilton was the first clerk. 

Other early pastors were W.B. McCool, E. 
L. Rushing, Joshua Holbert, John W. Avery, John 
H. Donham, E. L. Page, J. T. Ashcraft, Robert W. 
Glover, and J. W. Kelley. 

In August, 1914, 34 united with the church 
during a revival. 

The church remains in its original loca- 
tion. The present building, which is the second, 
was built in the 1940's. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Arch Street, Little Rock 
Landmark MB Church was organized the 
first Sunday in July, 1885, with 23 charter mem- 


bers. The congregation assembled in an old log 
school house called Hickory Hill, about 1.5 miles 
south of the present church building. Eld. S.A. 
Hamilton was the first pastor. 

The charter members were: Bro. and Sis. 
Isaac C. Wright, Bro. and Sis. Isaac Lansdale and 
daughters Lou and Teddie, James Hale, Billie 
Thomas, Bro. and Sis. Sampson Brewer, William 
Tyra, John Bearden, Martha Bearden, Bro. and 
Sis. Roderick Wright, Bob Murray, James Walls, 
Eld. S. A. Hamilton. 

Jim Hale, Bill Thomas and wife, and Bro. 
Lansdale and wife were from Pine Grove Church, 
which previously had been known as Millennial 
Church. 

A problem arose in the Pine Grove Church 
because some desired to ask the Methodists and 
Presbyterians to help with a new building, which 
would be shared by the three churches. On Oct. 4, 
Bro. and Sis. Lansdale, James H. Hale's wife and 
his oldest son, William T. Hale, were excluded 
from the church because they opposed the at- 
tempt to unionize. 

When Landmark Church was organized, 
Isaac and Susanah Lansdale came by statement, 
and William B. and Sarah L. Thomas and James 
Hale came by letter from Pine Grove. Isaiah C. 
Wright and James Walls came by letter from East 
Union. 

The name "Landmark" was chosen to in- 
dicate opposition to unionization with Protes- 
tant Churches, and exchanging pulpits, or any of- 
ficial recognition of pedo-baptists. As a result, 
the community and school have assumed the 
name "Landmark." 

Eld. James S. Hamilton became the cata- 
lyst in bringing the families from Pine Grove and 
East Union together to form Landmark. He was a 
Baptist preacher, about forty years of age, from 
Hardin Co., TN. His address was Parker's Store 
[near the present intersection of Arch Street and 
Pratt Road]. In later years he helped found sev- 
eral more Missionary Baptist churches. 

Within twelve months of the organiza- 
tion, a church building was erected. The land was 
donated by Squires R. Wright. In 1896 J. C. Bunch 
donated an additional acre. The building was ap- 
proximately 30 by 60 feet, with split log benches. 
The original building was located in a portion of 
the present cemetery. 

In 1907 a new church building was erected 
and was used until 1939, when the present build- 
ing was constructed that housed the congregation 
until 1966. 

On January 16, 1966 the present building 
was dedicated. The former building was con- 
verted into classrooms. A new Sunday School 
building was constructed in 1983, and the white 
frame building originally built in 1939 was torn 
down. 

In 1943 Eld. John A. Lawhon, a former 
pastor, was the oldest living member. Following 
are the names of other pastors: 
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Elders S.A. Hamilton, James Adams, 
Steward Davis, Roe Kelley, Will Tucker, Joe 
Mathis, L.K. Kerr, John Avery, J. Gibson, John 
Jean, J. L. Richardson, E.L. Page, W.D. Mont- 
gomery, J.W. Overall, Joe Johnson, John John- 
son, and John W. Ingle. 

Sources: 1943 Minute of Pine Bluff Assoc. 
and history furnished by the church. 


Saline Missionary Baptist Church 
Tull 

Saline MBC was organized, possibly in 
November, 1887, with the following known char- 
ter members: Elkin Worthen, Elijah Ashcraft, 
Frank Smith, Bud Smith, Bill Ashcraft, and Eld. 
A.L. Brumbelow. 

Eld. Archibald Lewis Brumbelow led in 
the organization and was the first pastor. He was 
a member of New Friendship Church in the Shaw 
community, about five miles to the north. Eld. 
Brumbelow was born April 15, 1832 and died 
April 21, 1906. 

The first church building was located on 
his property, near what is called Brumbelow 
Spring. Later there was an exchange of lands with 
John R. Ashcraft, his son-in-law. 

The messengers listed on the 1888 peti- 
tionary letter to the Association were J.H. Will- 
mon, J.N. Stallings and T.H. Brewer. 

On August 9, 1913 a building committee 
was named: the members were S. O. Ashcraft,®9 
John Ashcraft (son-in-law to Eld. Brumbelow), 
Pink Smith, D.E. Petty, and Hattie Ashcraft. On 
Dec. 13, the church voted to buy the land to build 
a new church building. It was in August, 1914 be- 
fore the church actually voted to build a 36 X 50 
foot building. The dedication services were held 
June 11, 1916. This building was damaged by a 
storm in 1940, and was torn down and rebuilt in 
1947. Sunday School rooms were added to the 
building in 1958. The church building was re- 
modeled in 1959, and was bricked in 1975. An ed- 
ucational building was constructed in 1976. 

Other pastors of Saline MBC have in- 
cluded Elders W.B. McCool, T.A. O'Bryant, H.W. 
Perkins, W.D. Dougan, E.L. Page, Henry McLau- 
ren, Mills Young, J.W. Kelley, Ben Walters, and 
Fred Harvill. 


Lost Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
Sheridan 

Lost Creek MBC was organized Oct. 31, 
1886 at Bright School House. The Moderator was 
Bro. U. J. Newell, and the Clerk was Bro. J. Shep- 
herd. Eld. J. Rushing was the first pastor, and the 
first church clerk was Bro. E. L. Rushing. 

Charter members were J. Rushing, E. L. 
Rushing, J. C. Rushing, J. M. Bright, W. D. Mc- 
Donald, J..C.. Beard, Mrs. J. C..Beard,,Mrs2J.A. 
Beard, Mrs. A. Beard, Mary McCool, E. V. McDon- 
ald, Mrs. Jane Beard, William Dragoon, Sarah 
Dragoon, Y. B. McCool, and W. A. McCool. 


The Bright School House was located two 
miles NW of Sheridan and south of Hwy. 35. On 
July 25, 1890, two deacons, Bro. Y. B. McCool and 
Bro. J. C. Beard purchased an acre of land for the 
church from W. D. and Emma V. McDonald. The 
church remained there until 1912 when it was 
moved to the present location. The land was pur- 
chased from Sawyer Austin Timber Co. 

A new church building was dedicated in 
June of 1938. This frame building consisted of an 
auditorium heated with a wood heater and 
lighted with oil lamps. 

A choir and classrooms were added in 
July, 1948. In January 1950, and again in Sep. of 
1959, other additions were made. 

The present building was constructed dur- 
ing the last half of 1965, with the first services on 
Dec. 19, 1965. The building was dedicated March 
27, 1966; 

On April 15, 1977, a two-story educational 
wing was dedicated. This addition contains ten 
class rooms and a library. Another addition was 
made in 1984. This addition included a fellow- 
ship hall and kitchen, and eight class rooms. 

The church voted to build a parsonage on 
July 4, 1962. 

On Jan. 18, 1981, the church voted to 
sponsor a mission at Hampton. On March 31, 
four acres of land was purchased, and a building 
was built. The first services were held on Apr. 7, 
1985. 

Other pastors were Elders J. T. Ashcraft, 
R. W. Glover, J. E. Cobb, Martin Tomlin, H. S. 
McLaren, J. J. Johnson, W. O. Parks, J. W. Kelley, 
Ben H. Walters, W. A. Winston, H. I. Shockley, 
Alex Calvert, Bill Taylor, Lynn B. Steele, Charles 
W. Mask, Bryon Baxley, Marion Grubbs, Olton 
Ashley, Gene Bagwell, Cecil T. Shepherd, Julius 
Carter, Paul Roberts, Wayne Watson, and Doyle 
Caldwell. 


First Missionary Baptist Church 
Poyen 

A New Hope Church was listed in the 
Saline Assoc. in 1869. The messengers were R. M. 
Lindsey, Samuel Byrd, and D. Denham. The pas- 
tor was Rufus M. Lindsey, the clerk was George A. 
Williams, with a Fitzhugh's Mill post office. At 
the 1877 meeting this church was "dropped from 
the list of churches of this Association for non- 
representation." 

New Hope Church petitioned the Pine 
Bluff Assoc. in 1881. The messengers were Rufus 
M. Lindsey, Johnson Bagley and W. G. Harris. The 
pastor was Eld. Joshua Halbert, and William 
Bridges, Fenter Post Office was clerk. Informa- 
tion supplied by some of the older citizens proves 
that a New Hope Church was established in the 
Poyen area about 1880 and a small frame build- 
ing was erected near the Lindsey Cemetery. 

A written record of another organization 
was dated June 5, 1889, when Elders William H. 
Floyd of Hot Spring Co. and R. M. Lindsey of Fen- 
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ter Township, Grant Co. met with seven brethren 
and sisters holding church letters from other 
churches, for the purpose of organizing a church. 
The meeting was held in Hew Hope Schoolhouse. 
These charter members were Brethren S. D. Byrd, 
J. N. Pierce, William Bridges; Sisters Susan Lind- 
sey, P. R. Roland, M. F. Webb and Mary Crippen. 

The S. D. Byrd could have been the Samuel 
Byrd from the 1869 record, and William Bridges 
was listed as clerk in the 1881 record. Eld. Rufus 
M. Lindsey was mentioned in each of the ac- 
counts. After the 1889 organization, seventeen 
members were received into New Hope Church on 
recommendation. These members could have 
been from the 1881 church. 

According to Mrs. Dean Wilson, New Hope 
Church was organized on the "homeplace" of Eld. 
Rufus Lindsey. It was moved from its original site 
in 1889. 

Eld. Rufus M. Lindsey 

Mrs. Wilson also stated Rufus Milton 
Lindsey was born Aug. 26, 1827 in Grant Co. He 
married Susan H. Fentress, Aug. 12, 1847. She 
was born Aug. 23, 1829 in TN.” R. M. Lindsey was 
the son of Rev. Eli Lindsey, a Methodist preacher, 
who established the Ebenezer Methodist Church 
in Tull. His father was James Lindsey, who was 
the brother of Caleb Lindsey. James and Caleb 
were both members of Dry Creek Baptist Church 
in Trigg Co., KY, before coming to Arkansas. They 
moved to Saline County in 1824 or 1825. Caleb 
was the father of Eld. John Young Lindsey, who 
was pastor of the Kentucky Baptist Church from 
1845 until his death in 1866. R. M. Lindsey pas- 
tored the Philadelphia Church in 1872-1874, and 
also pastored many churches in the Saline 
Association. Rufus and his wife, Susan, died 
within three days of each other in 1900. Both are 
buried in the Lindsey Cemetery in Poyen. 

The name was changed from New Hope to 
First MBC of Poyen on June 4, 1930. 

Services were held in the Earle School 
House near the Cross Roads until about 1901, 
when a church building was erected on a site do- 
nated by W. W. Crippen, just north of the present 
town. Services were held in that building until it 
burned in June, 1913. That building was replaced 
with a fram building located on the present 
church property., which was purchased from J. H. 
Hamlen and Sons about 1913. The old frame 
building was torn down and a brick veneer build- 
ing was erected in April-May of 1930. 

That building burned on April 18, 1952. 
The church met in the High School Auditorium 
while the present building was being erected. The 
first services were held in October of 1952 and the 
building was dedicated on April 12, 1953. Sunday 
School rooms were added in 1966 and 1971, and 
the auditorium was enlarged and remodeled in 
1975. A fellowship hall was built in 1992. 

The first parsonage was built in 1937. The 
present parsonage was completed in 1969. 


Early pastors include Elders Joshua Hal- 
bert, R. M. Lindsey, William Floyd, W. H. Floyd, 
John L. Byrd, S. F. Funk, J. W. Kelley, M. S. Kel- 
ley, F. E. Winston, A. F. Lamb, and J. T. Ashcraft. 


Little Creek Missionary Baptist Church 


Sheridan 

Little Creek MBC was organized on Octo- 
ber 2, 1890 in the Hiddleston School House, under 
the sponsorship of Big Creek MBC. 

Charter members were S. J. Tutor, Tutner 
Poter, E. A. Harden, W. J. Shephers, B. M. Tutor, 
L. J. Tutor, Elmira Poter, Eirca Poter, Elizabeth 
Miers, Molly Harden, Yanny Harden, Oly Poter, 
and D. L. Harper. 

Bro. U. J. Newell was the first pastor. 

In 1915 plans were adopted for the first 
church building. This building, completed in 
1916, was still standing in 1990. A Sunday 
School was organized in 1917. 

After the division in First Baptist Church 
inl950, the members desiring to make up the 
First Landmark MBC were accepted by statement, 
and then granted letters to go into the organiza- 
tion of First Landmark. 

Other early pastors were Elders C. P. Led- 
better, James Anderson, M. S. Kelley, R. O. Kelley, 
W. M. Kelley, F. E. Winston, W. A. Winston, J. H. 
Donham, and E. L. Page. 


Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

In the Arkansas Historical Records Sur- 
vey, made on May 2, 1941, Dr. Ben M. Bogard 
stated the church was organized in 1891. He also 
stated the church met for the first two years in a 
log school house at 25th and Maple. From 1893 
until 1924 the church met in a frame building at 
2102 Brown Street. 

Dr. Bogard confirmed the church was or- 
ganized by Casper Breeden. He stated, "In the year 
1891 this church was organized, and Mr. and 
Mrs. S.R. Skeen, Mr. and Mrs. Mann, and Mr. 
Skeen's mother were charter members. S.C. Bree- 
den was the first pastor. Later Stewart Davis, 
Frank Davis, William Tucker, Loftin Quinn 1903, 
J. C. Vaughn 1907, W.M. Webb 1909. 

Other charter members were Mr. and Mrs. 
Elijah Breeden, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Snow, Mr. and 
Mrs. Casper Breeden, "Grandma" Breeden and 
Miss Viola Sessions. 

L. D. Foreman (p. 153) stated the church 
met in the Lone Pine School building in 1891. 
Eld. Frank Davis was the pastor in 1892, when 
they started meeting at 2102 Brown Street. 

Other pastors prior to 1920 were Elders 
Preston McCarty, S. L. Pine, A. L. Brumbelow, J. 
T. Moore, W. A. Dodd, R. S. Taylor, J. L. Richard- 
son, and John Avery. 

A printed directory of Antioch Church 
published in 1934, stated, "Antioch BC... was or- 
ganized in 1881 [this is evidentially a mis-print 
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and should be 1891], near where the Penitentiary 
walls now stand [now State Police headquarters 
on Roosevelt Rd.] and it is worshipping in its 
third house. The first one a log shack, and the 
second a frame building which stood at 2102 
Brown Street..." This building was remodeled 
and became the Bogards' home as long as they 
lived. 

Antioch Church petitioned the Pine Bluff 
Association in 1891. Eld. Casper Breeden was 
listed as pastor of the 18 member church. There 
was another Antioch Church in the Pine Bluff 
Association as early as 1881, but it was located in 
Saline Co. 

In 1891 Antioch listed Eld. Casper Bree- 
den as pastor and Madison Thompson as clerk. 
Messengers were S. R. Skeen, M. Thompson, W. B. 
Mann, and J. H. Rhodes. 

Antioch's messengers in 1892 were J. B. 
Snow, who was a charter member; S. R. Skeen, 
and Elijah Breeden. During this year there was 
an increase of 32 members, ten by baptism. 

Casper S. Breeden was also pastor of the 
Ironton Church in 1894. 

Eld. Casper Breeden 

Casper Breeden was born in Feb., 1852 in 
TN. His wife, Nancy R. was born in March, 1855, 
also in TN. According to the 1880 census, Casper 
and Nancy lived in Sevier Co., TN. That same 
census also listed 12 other Breeden families in 
Sevier Co., including Elijah, Casper's older 
brother, who also came to AR and was a member 
of Antioch. One daughter, Mary C. was born May 
1883 in TN, and another daughter, Ruth I, was 
born in July 1886 in AR. This would indicate they 
came to the LR area by July, 1886. 

The 1860 census showed that Isaac, age 38 
was the head of the household, and Martha, 35 
was his wife. Elijah was 12 years of age and 
Casper was 8. Both Isaac and Martha had been 
born in TN, which would indicate the Breedens 
had been in TN, at least since 1822. 

Casper Breeden was ordained in March, 
1891 by the Burning Bush Church. The presbyters 
were Elders J. H. Donham (who organized Mt. 
Olive), H. P. Haley, and James Walls. Both in 1892 
and 1893 he listed a Halstead, Pulaski Co., ad- 
dress. The 1900 census showed they lived in Big 
Rock Township. 

No record has been found which indicates 
Eld. Casper Breeden pastored churches during the 
1900's. However, he served as a messenger from 
Antioch to the Lonoke Association in 1923, and 
was listed in the Obituary Report of the Lonoke 
Association in 1930, of which Antioch was a 
member at the time. This would indicate he was a 
member of Antioch until his death. 

In addition to Casper Breeden, the name 
of Sherwood R. Skeen also was prominent in the 
early history of Antioch. Grandma Skeen was 
stated as the source of the name. 

The Skeen family from which Sherwood 
and Grandma Skeen came may first be identified 


in the 1840 and 1850 census for Randolph Co., 
NC. Grandma Skeen was at least the second wife 
of Mathew Skeen, who in 1850 was 32 years of 
age, and was serving as a mechanic. The entire 
Skeen family appeared to be either mechanics or 
cabinet makers. Sherwood and his brother, 
Hugh, were teamsters. 

By 1870 the family was in the Little Rock 
area. Mathew was listed as being 53 years of age, 
and Mary was 45 years of age. Sherwood was 15 
and Hugh was 11. They lived in Fourche Town- 
ship. This would have made Mary be about 64 
years of age when Antioch was organized. 

By the 1880 census, Sherwood, who was 24 
had married Laura K., who was 20, and they had a 
1 year old son. They lived in Big Rock Township. 

Eld. Ben M. Bogard became Pastor 

When Bro. Bogard moved back to Little 
Rock to become pastor in 1920, the church listed 
100 members. In the first year of his pastorate, 60 
members were added, and 38 more were added in 
13ZV. 

By 1924 a new building was completed. 
The move to the new church was made in May. 
This building housed the church until 1960, when 
under the leadership of Dr. L. D. Foreman a new 
church plant was constructed across the street. 

Many families came into the church dur- 
ing the decade from 1924-1934. A church direc- 
tory published in 1934 listed 434 members. 

Missionary Baptist Institute 

In 1934 Antioch Church began its greatest 
expansion and mission effort. The Missionary 
Baptist College had just been closed, and the 
country was in the midst of a "great" depression. 
Brethren J. Louis Guthrie, Conrad Glover, and 
Ben M. Bogard agreed on a solution that would be 
biblical, and also practical in meeting a need for 
trained pastors and Christian workers. 

Although finances at Antioch were lim- 
ited, the church accepted the recommendation of 
Dr. Bogard to open the Missionary Baptist Insti- 
tute. Classes began on Oct. 16, 1934 with a faculty 
of Bro. Bogard, and Bro. and Mrs. Guthrie, with 
Bro. C. N. Glover as visiting lecturer. Although 
some opposed the idea of one church owning and 
operating the school, the idea proved successful. 

Following World War I, when the enroll- 
ment burgeoned with men able to go school under 
various governmental subsidies, Antioch's edu- 
cational facilities were no longer sufficient. 

Part of a block on Asher Ave. between 
Brown and Martin streets, was purchased by the 
church. Two large houses already there were first 
used as student housing, then one was razed and 
two apartment units were built. The Guthrie 
Memorial Building, a three-story classroom and 
auditorium facility, with the Seminary Press 
housed on the lower floor, was completed and 
dedicated in 1951 and was the Seminary's home 
until the present building was completed and ded- 
icated on May 11, 1980. 
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Bro. Bogard resigned as pastor in 1947. He 
remained as Pastor-emeritus until his death, 
May 29, 1951. 

Bro. L. D. Foreman, pastor of First Baptist 
in Sheridan, was called as pastor of Antioch. He 
served as pastor for the next 19 years, and as 
President of the Seminary during most of that 
period. ‘ 
In 1953 the church was able to purchase 
nine lots across the street. Ground breaking ser- 
vices were held on July 17, 1955, and a buff brick 
building was erected. The last services were held 
in the old building on Feb. 28, 1960, and the next 
Sunday, March 6, 1960 dedication services were 
held in the new building. 

Dr. Foreman resigned as pastor in 1966. 
On July 17 Bro. Vernon Lierly began his pastorate 
of the church. 

Because of changes in the neighborhood 
in which the church was located, the church 
sought a new location. The Seminary had already 
purchased property on Stagecoach Road. In De- 
cember, 1974, the church purchased five acres ad- 
jacent to the Seminary property. 

Antioch's building was sold to a black 
congregation, and the Church met in the Semi- 
nary Building for 18 months during planning 
and construction of the new facilities. 

On Sunday, April 24, 1977, Antioch 
Church dedicated the new buildings. A Fellow- 
ship Hall was added in 

After Bro. Lierly's resignation in July, 
1977, Bro. J. C. James was called as pastor. He 
was succeeded by Dr. Don Price, the present pas- 
UOr. 


Sweet Home Missionary Baptist Church 
Prattsville 

Sweet Home MBC was established in De- 
cember of 1892. On a Saturday in December of 
1892, a convention was held at the Academy, 
Grant Co., for the purpose of organizing a Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church. 

The presbytery consisted of Elders A. L. 
Brumbelow, E. L. Rushing, and W. B. McCool. 

Information on the church/pastor that 
sponsored the organization was not definite. 
However, most charter members were from Har- 
mony Baptist Church at Prattsville, and it is felt 
by most that Harmony sponsored the organiza- 
tions. 

The charter members were: W. R. Nichols, 
Rose Belle Nichols, J. W. Nichols, Daniel Boone 
Buie, Jesse Thomas Holiman, Jesse M. Matthews, 
Charlie B. Corley, Jim A. Grubbs, Lovella J. 
Grubbs, J. Cicero Whitten, Ida Whitten, M. M. 
Beck (Murph), Napoleon Bonaparte Ashcraft, J. 
R. Ashcraft, William Hollinger, Henry Lisenby, 
Joseph Beck, Janie Beck, Minnie Nichols, 
Martha Buie, Sarah A. Holiman, Janie Holiman, 
Barbara Holiman, Alice C. Holiman, Lottie A. 


Holiman, Amanda Corley, Bertha Whitten, 
Martha J. Ashcraft, Sarah M. Ashcraft. 

Early pastors included Elders E. L. Rush- 
ing, apparently the first pastor, Joshua Halbert, 
A. L. Brumbelow, M. S. Kelley, John W. Avery, W. 
B. McCool, William Tucker, Frank Lamb, H. W. 
Perkins, J. W. Kelley, J. T. Ashcraft, E. L. Page, J. 
H. Hughes, and Robert W. Glover. Bro. Don Good- 
man has been pastor since February, 1969. 

The original land was deeded to the 
church by J. C. Whitten and his wife, Ida S. Whit- 
ten, on Sep. 8, 1893. The present church building 
is the third building on this site. The parsonage 
was built adjacent to the church in 1959. 

Bro. O. J. Ramick was endorsed as a mis- 
sionary to Washington, D.C. in 1959. 


Spring Hill Church 
Record of Spring Hill Church Organization 
June 7, 1894 We, a part of the body of workers of 
Christ met at Spring Hill School house for the 
purpose of organizing a church. After divine ser- 
vice by Elder C. S. Breeden, we organized with El- 
der C. S. Breeden in the chair. Brothers E. Jones, 
Brother Jimmie Jackson as committee from 
Bethany Church gave opportunity for those wish- 
ing to go into the organization. 
Brothers J. M. Kyzer, C. A. Avery and wife, 

Elder J. W. Avery, came with letters from 
Bethany, Brother J. W. Herndon by statement. Af- 
ter the reading of the articles of faith and the 
constitution of the Missionary Baptist Church 
agreed by giving each other the right hand of 
Christian fellowship to support the same. 

Elder C. S. Breeden, mod pro 

Ja M. Kyzer, €:C. pro 


June, 1894 Met in conference called Elder J. 
W. Avery to the care of the church and elected 
Brother J. M. Kyzer church clerk. 

On June 7, 1894 a group met in the 
Springhill School House, located near the spring 
approximately 200 yards east of the present sanc- 
tuary, for the purpose of organizing a church. 
With Eld. Casper S. Breeden as Moderator, a 
committee from Bethany Church (now New 
Haven MBC) gave this group the opportunity to 
organize into a church. 

Charter members were: James McGrady 
Kyzer; Mr. and Mrs. Charles Avery; James Wesley 
Herndon; R. and Jane Farr; John and Mattie Av- 
ery; J.R. Avery; Ephron and Mary Jones; Anna 
Smith. 

The first pastor was John W. Avery. The 
first deacons were John and James Herndon. The 
first church clerk was James McGrady Kyzer. 

In 1901 Bernard Faisst donated an acre of 
land as the site for the first church building. The 
building was completed and dedicated in May, 
1903, during the time that William L. Dale served 
as pastor. 
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The church started a second building and 
observed the first services on December 9, 1956. 
However, the building was not finished until 
June of 1959. Mrs. Esther C. Ross donated a sec- 
ond acre of land to the church property in Febru- 
ary of 1957. In June of 1967 Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Brady donated an acre of land for the purpose of 
building a parsonage. During that year, John 
Owen serving as pastor, the parsonage was com- 
pleted. 

On June 5, 1973, during the pastorate of 
Paul Goodwin, a contract was signed to build a 
new sanctuary and convert the old building into a 
fellowship hall. In June of 1988, under the lead- 
ership of pastor Leo Candler, a building commit- 
tee began plans for remodeling the sanctuary, 
and the addition of a new educational facility. 
This addition was completed in 1991 during the 
pastorate of Dan Holt. 

Other pastors of Springhill were: Darius 
Hewitt, F.E. Winston, J.H. Logan, George Wilkin- 
son, E.D. Estes, C.N. Davis, Fred Lamb, Andrew 
Purvis, J.C. Bailey, Wheeler Yoes, F.A. Abbott, 
Harvey Nelson, Glen Motley, Orville Moore, Wy- 
att Ford, Chris Hansen, Elton E. Phillips, Joe 
Trafford, Joe Carlton, Dan Holt and Dennis 
Holmes. 


Ain Missionary Baptist Church 
Grapevine 

Ain MBC was constituted in October, 
1903. Bro. John W. Avery was moderator, and 
Bro. T. S. McClennan was clerk of the presbytery. 
The meeting was held in the Ain School House. 

Charter members were T.J. Ashcraft and 
wife, M.M. Ashcraft and wife, J. R. Cotton and 
wife, Lizzie Cotton, Huld McClellan, T.A. Cotton, 
Carrel Cotton and G.L. Davis. 

In August of 1906 Bro. W.E. Johnson and 
Sis. Ida Johnson deeded Ain Church the land for 
a church site. A new sanctuary was dedicated on 
May 5, 1991. 

Other pastors have been Brethren G.G. 
Wray, A.L. Brumbelow, J.F. Berry, S.J. Morris, 
R.W. Glover, J.J. Ray, E.L. Page, R.E. Shipp, Oliver 
Sharp, J.E. Ratcliff, Tom Ashcraft, W. A. Win- 
ston, R. W. Taylor, B. W. Pierce, W. O. Parks, H. L. 
Laster, and J. L. Tucker. 


Leola Missionary Baptist Church 
Leola 

It is thought that several Baptist families 
in the area who may have been members of 
Hopewell and Brush Creek churches desired a 
church in the Leola area. 

In Sep. 1906 Eld. A. F. Lamb held a brush 
arbor meeting near the Glen Raines home. At the 
close of the meeting the church was organized. 
Bro. Loftin Quinn and Bro. Russell assisted in the 
organization. 

The church was received into the Judson 
Association in the fall of 1906. In 1909 the 


church asked for a letter of dismission to join the 
Pine Bluff Association. 

Early pastors were Elders Tom Ashcraft, 
Parker, A. F. Lamb, Jim Kelly, A. Vander Horst, J. 
E. Cobb, J. W. Overall, Earl McAllister J. L. Stew- 
art, Ben Walters, and Fred Stevenson. The first 
clerk was Bro. (Uncle Jim) Dial. 

The church met in a nearby mill shed un- 
til the church building was completed at the pre- 
sent location. The first services were held in the 
present sanctuary on Aug. 11, 1968. 


Olive Street Baptist Church 
Pine Bluff 

Olive Street Church began with the desire 
of the Case Family to have services in their area, 
and also with Dr. C.N. Glover desiring to hold 
services in the area. Bro. Glover was pastor of the 
Smyrna MBC in the Wells Bayou Community in 
Lincoln Co. 

Services were begun in the Mead School 
House in April of 1926. Shortly thereafter, Bro. 
Glover arranged for a state missionary, J.A. 
Williams, to come to Pine Bluff and assist with 
starting the work. Bro. Williams conducted a se- 
ries of meetings at 16th and Main Streets. Near 
the end of these services, the church was orga- 
nized with 32 members. The church was named 
Immanuel and Bro. Glover was called as half- 
time pastor. 

The Y.M.C.A. Building at 5th and Main 
was secured as a place for the meetings. Available 
land for a church was purchased at 23rd and 
Main. Work was begun on a building, which was 
completed in late spring of 1927. The name was 
then changed to Main Street Baptist Church. 

After the city failed to extend the street 
car line, as promised, land was purchased at 20th 
and Olive. A new building was constructed and 
the church moved to this location. This move was 
completed in 1951, and the name was changed to 
Olive Street Baptist Church. 

Bro. C.N. Glover pastored the church from 
1926 to 1931. Other pastors have been Brethren 
Roy Sims, George Richardson, Eura Ray, W.E. 
Haynie, A.T. Powers, M.F. Downing, Harvey 
Payne, W.F. Lovelady, Jackie Holt, Kenneth War- 
ford, Paul Magness, and Gene C. Smith, from 
April 20, 1976 until August of 1993. 

A building committee was elected in 1979 
to remodel the auditorium, provide more class 
space and a fellowship hall. These additions were 
completed in 1980. A Family Life Center was 
erected in March of 1984. 
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First Missionary Baptist Church 
Sherrill 

First MBC was organized on May 13, 1928, 
under the leadership of Eld. H. S. McLaren, who 
served as pastor until Oct. 12, 1930. The organiza- 
tional meeting was held in Barrett High School. 

The charter members were: Mrs. J. E. 
Casey, Mrs. W. T. McBurnett, Mrs. W. O. McBur- 
nett, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Stone, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. 
Langston, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Orton, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. T. Orton, Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Ramsey, Mr. Ed 
Phelps, and Mrs. May Harrison. 

Bro. A. M. Stone was the first church 
Clerk: 

In July of 1928 twenty more joined the 
church during a two-week revival meeting. 

On March 24, 1929 the church voted to use 
the Barrett property for building a church. In 
July the church agreed to take the old school 
house for the sum of $100 to be used as a church 
house. 

The church voted to build a new building 
on Feb. 15, 1948. The building was completed and 
dedicated in March, 1949. On Sunday Morning, 
March 23, 1952 this building burned. The church 
met temporarily in the Barrett School Audito- 
rium. The new building was dedicated in Jan- 
uary, 1957. 

The present church buildings were erected 
in 1976. The church moved into the new building 
on Oct. 3, and the building was dedicated on Nov. 
21, 1976. The present parsonage was built in 
1981. A Fellowship Hall was added in 1986. 

Other pastors have been Brethren W. D. 
Bowan, Roy Ward, B. J. Matthews, W. H. Moore, W. 
T. Bracy, W. E. Sherrill, Erroll Williams, Harvey 
Payne, Roy Sims, Roy Ward, Jackie Holt, and 
John Simmons. 


First Missionary Baptist Church 
Mabelvale 

First MBC was organized on August 10, 
1930, when several members of different Mis- 
sionary Baptist Churches met with Eld. G. L. 
Richardson to organize the church. 

Eld. G. L. Richardson was Moderator and 
Bro. Horace Ashcraft was clerk. 

Charter members were: Tillman Holi- 
man, Nellie Holiman, Handie S. Holiman, Oscar 
Ashcraft, Cora Ashcraft, Estella Ashcraft, Ho- 
race Ashcraft, Henry B. O'Kelly, Rebecca O'Kelly, 
Ernestine O'Kelly, J. N. Sugg, Maye Sugg, Josie St. 
John and Marion Holloway. The following were 
added during a revival held after the organiza- 
tion: Addie King, Ruth O'Kelly, Ella Mae Holi- 
man, and Annie King. 

Services were held in the W.O.W. Building 
for about two years. 

A building committee was appointed on 
May 9, 1931. Property for the building was do- 
nated on April 24, 1932 by Sis. Rebecca D. O'Kelly. 
The building was started soon after. The first ser- 


vices were held in the building on Sep. 18, 1932, 
and the church hosted the Pine Bluff Association 
in October. The building was not finished and 
dedicated until March 31, 1935. In October of 
1938 the church voted to add Sunday School 
rooms. Additional rooms were built in 1939. 

In 1947 or 1948 the church secured a 
chapel building at Camp Robinson, which was 
dismantled and moved to the church property. 
Bro. and Sis. J. N. Sugg donated additional prop- 
erty west of the original location for the new 
building. Additional Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1951. Additional Sunday School rooms 
were added in 1958. 

The church purchased additional prop- 
erty and built a parsonage in 1964. 

On July 10, 1968 the church voted to build 
a new building, which was the first phase of the 
present sanctuary and Sunday School rooms. 
This building was dedicated on Feb. 1, 1970. Ad- 
ditional Sunday School rooms were built in 
1976. 

Bro. Rosenda Pruneda was endorsed as a 
Missionary to Mexico on June 16, 1963. The 
church voted to sponsor the mission in Billings, 
MT in 1977. Property was purchased in 1977 and 
the building was dedicated in 1978. 

Eld. W. A. Crutchfield was the first pastor. 
Other pastors have included Robert W. Glover, C. 
E. Hunt, W. E. Davis, David O. Moore, Walter F. 
Lovelady, Jack Dean, Paul Goodwin, Eugene Gar- 
ner, Lochte Tynes, J. Coyle Kelley, Bruce Hibbitt, 
Fred Feeny, Ralph Lee, Lloyd Goodman, Doyle In- 
gram, Sidney McLeod, Dwayne Hoppert, Paul 
Bazar, and Hollis McDermott. 


Olive Hill Missionary Baptist Church 


Mabelvale 

Olive Hill MBC was organized on August 8, 
1935, as the result of a mission effort initiated by 
Vimy Ridge MBC in the summer of 1934. A group 
from the Vimy Ridge Church along with the pas- 
tor, Bro. Cyril C. Bishop, met on Sunday after- 
noons in the old Olive Hill School house for Sun- 
day School and preaching. Bro. Will S. Gordon 
became pastor of Vimy Ridge in October of 1934 
and also assumed an active role in the mission at 
Olive Hill. 

The charter members were: C. C. Kumpe 
and his wife, Effie Kumpe; their sons, Wilbur E. 
Kumpe and Louis Kumpe, and their daughter, 
Bertie Kumpe; Ed Crook and his wife, Ada Crook 
and their daughter, Lela Crook. After the organi- 
zation, Frances Red, Lucy Rennie and Eddie 
Sanders, joined by letter. Bro. Will Gordan was 
elected as the first pastor. 

Following the organization, a revival 
meeting resulted in the following being received 
and baptized in Hurricane Creek on Sunday, Au- 
gust 18, 1935: Vernon Red, Jack Green, Henry 
Kumpe, Clarence Sanders, W. B. Red, Carl Red, J. 
R. Kumpe, Cameron Rennie, Frances Green, Vio- 
let Mae Green, Mary Green (Red), Evangeline 
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League (Red), Mary Ellen League (Red), Artie Lee 
Red, Mary Frances Red, Winnona Rennie, Jewel 
Lee Sanders, Lola M. Kumpe, Paul Green and 
Willard Red. Bro. Louis A. Dollins was baptized 
Sep. 8, 1935. Mrs. May Morgan and daughter, 
Betty Morgan, joined by letter. 

The first church building was built in 
1943. The building was dedicated in June, 1943. 
Some Sunday School rooms were built later. 

The present building was started in 1969, 
with the first service in the new sanctuary in 
January, 1970. New construction for the Educa- 
tional Building was completed in 1983, and dedi- 
cated in June, 1983. 

Other pastors have been Brethren P. J. 
Wheat, R. E. Parris, Walter Whitley, Leroy Harp, 
Rupert A. Holland, T. F. Cupples, L. J. Odom, H. H. 
Cunningham, S. A. Beggs, Olen Johnson, L. D. 
Scally, C. K. House, Thomas J. Grandstaff, 
William W. Ames, Roy Westmoreland, Willie L. 
Tullos, Harmon Reaves, Herbert Morehart, Jim 
Brasseal, Alvin T. Quick, Don Harris, Leroy Polk, 
Gary More, E. S. Cunningham, and David J. Hib- 
long. 


Liberty Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

Liberty MBC was organized on February 5, 
1939. The Olive Hill MBC, dismissed services on 
that Sunday, to lead in the organization. 

On Sunday, Jan. 1, 1939 a group of neigh- 
bors met in the home of Bro. and Sis. TeJoe 
Young for Sunday School. The attendance was 
better than expected, and plans wrre initiated to 
organize into a church. Bro. Walter Whitley, who 
was preaching for Olive Hill, became interested 
in helping the group. 

Charter members were: TeJoe Young, Mrs. 
TeJoe Young, Shelby Young, Walter Agee, Mrs. 
Walter Agee, J. M. Horton, Arthur Red, R. L. 
Rogers, Mrs. R. L. Rogers, and Evalee Rogers. 

Sis. TeJoe Young was the first church 
clerk. Bro. Whitley agreed to preach two Sundays 
per month, and assist in getting preachers for the 
other Sundays. After Bro. Whitley resigned in 
May to do mission work, Bro. Leroy Polk was 
called as pastor. 

Mr. E. E. Raines donated the land across 
from the Young's place for the first church prop- 
erty. Trees were cut and the lumber was cured for 
the first building. The first services were held in 
the building in April of 1940. 

This building served the church until 
1953. On Nov. 7, 1953, the church voted to build a 
larger building on the east side of the old build- 
ing. The first service was held in new building in 
the fall of 1956. The old building was removed in 
1960 in order to build classrooms, which were 
completed in 1961. Additional rooms were con- 
structed in 1962. Additional land was purchased 
in 1966 and a new educational wing was con- 
structed in 1967. 


In 1971 the present 3.7 acre location for 
the church was purchased. Since this involved a 
re-location of approximately two blocks, the 
church was not able to built for several years. The 
new sanctuary was ready for occupancy on Nov. 
23, 1978. Sunday School was held at the previous 
location, and then the church marched to the new 
location for the worship service. 

Other pastors have been Brethren Earnest 
Payne, Lloyd Smith, J. L. Tucker, N. A. Helms, T. 
F. Cupples, Clifton Webb, Carl Hixon, Aubrey 
Lawhorn, Raymond Croswell, A. D. Story, Ray- 
mond Lions, J. P. Johnson, L. T. Fiser, Travis 
Case, R. T. Rorie, and Mark Thornton. 


First Immanuel Missionary 


Baptist Church, Pine Bluff 


On Sunday, February 26, 1939, a group of 
baptized believers met at Union Community 
Church, for the purpose of organizing a Mission- 
ary (Landmark) Baptist Church. There were 
thirty-eight charter members. Dr. Conrad Glover 
served as moderator of this organizational meet- 
ing and was called to serve as the first pastor on a 
quarter-time basis. 

On March 12, 1939 the church chose Im- 
manuel Baptist Church as the official name, The 
"First" was added later to distinguish from an- 
other church by the same name. 

After meeting in the Union Community 
Church for a short time, Bro. J. E. Reed donated 
property located at 26th and Hazel. The church 
temporarily met in the dwelling house on the 
property. Under the leadership of Bro. J. E. 
Hollingsworth, the original church auditorium 
and Sunday School rooms were completed and 
dedicated in 1943. 

In 1947 additional property was pur- 
chased and a three-bedroom parsonage con- 
structed. In 1962 under the leadership of Bro. 
John Simmons a new educational wing was con- 
structed, and a new parsonage was built at 3801 
King Richard Road. 

In 1976 while Bro. Rick Etheridge was 
pastor, other property was bought and the Reed 
Building was constructed and dedicated on Jan. 
15, 1977. 

Substantial remodeling was done under 
the pastorate of Bro. Jim Philamlee, and also un- 
der the present pastor, Bro. David Harris. 

Other pastors have been A. N. Russell, E.V. 
Appling, Leroy Harp, W.E. (Bill) Wiggins, Jacob 
Bagby, A. J. Wall, James Mullins, and W. E. Stan- 
ford. 

First Immanuel has been the sponsoring 
church for Carlos Angulo in Trujillo, Peru, since 
1970. At the present time there is one organized 
church and twelve missions in Peru. First Im- 
manuel sponsored Bro. Dwain Dennis in mission 
work at McGehee. 
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Lone Pine Missionary Baptist Church 
Hensley 

Lone Pine MBC was organized July 23, 
1939 in the Hensley School Building. Bro. 
Richard Parris, Pine Bluff Associational Mis- 
sionary, led in the organization. 

Charter members were Mr. and Mrs. 
Charlie Gober from Redfield, Mrs. Bryan: Hale 
from East Union, and Mrs. Viola Bogard from 
Orion. 

The church was first located on East 
Hensley Road across the railroad tracks on prop- 
erty donated by Bro. and Sis. Charlie Gober. The 
men of the community built the first church 
building in 1940. 

The church was moved from east of the 
railroad to its present location on Hwy. 365 
South in 1968. The present auditorium was built 
and dedicated July 4, 1976. A new education 
building was added and the old auditorium was 
bricked and dedicated on November 15, 1987. 

Other pastors have been Brethren Conrad 
Wells, W. E. Davis, Wheeler Yoes, Homer Myers, 
Ben Moran, Homer Laster, Don Ross, Tommy 
Krank, Herbert Morehart, William Ashcraft, Joe 
Spann, Charles Pfeifer, Joe Goodwin, Eugene 
Miller, Ronnie Meredith and Mike Kirby. 


Baseline Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

Baseline MBC was organized on July 8, 
1941. Eld. R. A. Holland, Missionary of the Pine 
Bluff Association, held an open air meeting .25 
mile north of Baseline School beginning June 22, 
1941. As a result of the meeting, twelve members 
desired to organize into a church. These were: 

Earnest Homer Squires, Mrs. Earnest 
Homers squires.) 01. opicr, MIS. J. i. .opier, 
Frank Squires, Mrs. Frank Squires, Harold 
Squires, Mrs. Harold Squires, Mrs. E. H. Timms, 
Mrs. J. H. Hicks, J. H. Hicks, and Mrs. E. L. Pride. 

Eld. R. A. Holland was the first pastor, 
and Bro. E. F. Squires was the first clerk. 

An old building was obtained on Baseline 
Road just east of the NE corner of Scott Hamilton 
and Baseline Road. The building had a dirt floor, 
no screens, and used a wood burning stove for 
heat. As funds became available, the building was 
improved, including windows, imitation brick 
siding. 

The present property was purchased on 
Feb. 2, 1945. On Oct. 5, 1955 the church voted to 
build a new auditorium. Open house for the new 
building was held July 21, 1957. Ground was bro- 
ken for a new educatrional building on Oct. 23, 
1960. The church voted to dispose of the old 
church building on April 5, 1961. The church en- 
tered another building program to enlarge the 
building on Feb. 6, 1963. 

On May 23, 1965 the church voted to open 
the Day Care Center. 


In November of 1965, the church autho- 
rized Bro. Ebern Duncan to start the mission 
work which led to the establishment of South- 
west MBC. Land was purchased on Jan. 5, 1966. 
On April 12, 1967, the church voted to grant the 
authority to organize. 

On Oct. 2, 1970 the church granted author- 
ity to Bro. Duncan to move the mobil unit, previ- 
ously used by Southwest, to a five acre tract on 
Carter Road and Taylor Loop road, which eventu- 
ally resulted in the organization of North Heights 
MBC. 

On June 22, 1969, the church voted to pur- 
chase a parsonage. This property was sold on 
Aug. 9, 1972. 

In 1977 the church voted to extend an arm 
for a mission work in Somerville, TN. Bro. Char- 
lie Ellison served as the first full-time mission- 
ary. Land was purchased in 1981 and a building 
was erected. On June 8, 1982, Baseline recom- 
mended the Mission organize into a church, and 
granted letters to 56 to form the new church. The 
Church was organized on Aug. 7, 1982. However, 
Baseline continued to assist, primarily with 
property payments. 

Other pastors have been Brethren David 
Ramsey, Leroy Polk, T. F. Cupples, Julian Pope, L. 
J. Odom, Walter Whitley, George Harris, John In- 
gle, James Paxton, Bobby Ball, Lynn Steele and 
Terry Parrish. 


Bethany Missionary Baptist Church 
Grapevine 

Bethany MBC was organized August 2, 
1942, following a seven-day revival in the com- 
munity building at Lazy Bend. The group was led 
by Eld. Walter Whitley, a missionary to Brazil 
who was on leave in the States. He continued as 
pastor until Oct. 17, 1943. 

The charter members were Mrs. Ona Ray, 
Miss Geneva Ray, Mrs. Ada Morris, Mrs. Pauline 
Massey, Mrs. Opal Reynolds, Miss Mary Davis, 
Mrs. Beckie Davis, Mrs. Fannie Reynolds, Mrs. 
Loura Davis, Mrs. Pearl Wood, Mrs. Mary Eliza 
Morris, Mr. Charlie Davis, Mrs. Ethyl Davis, 
Mrs. Cintha Reynolds, Mrs. Dicie Morris, Mr. 
Jack Reynolds, Mrs. Annie Taylor, Mrs. Iva Mor- 
ris, Mr. A. C. Wood, Mr. Clondell Reynolds, M. J. 
J. Davis, Lucy Reed, Mr. J. D. Lee, Mrs. Lora Lee, 
Miss Bonnie Lee and Miss Nell Lee. 

The following were received after bap- 
tism: Oris Reed, Dollie Gean Reynolds, Mavis 
Allen, Jessie Frank Lightsey, Alton Garner, Lee 
Coy Ray, Mildred Milam, Aline Lightsey, Lillie 
Mae Lightsey, Bruce Taylor, Ralph Garner, and 
Robert Ray. 

The original property was given by Mr. 
Stewart Lightsey, and a small frame building was 
constructed by volunteer labor from materials 
donated from various people, several years before 
the Church was organized. 

In 1983 the church moved into a new 
brick building adjacent to the original building. 
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Others who have served as pastor are El- 
ders Lynn Steele, Lloyd Smith, Bill Taylor, Arl 
Edwards, Walter Files, Oscar Koon, Johnnie Old- 
ner, Lonnie Dicus, Boyd Golding, Huie Sadler and 
William Ashcraft. 


Pilgrims Rest Missionary 
Baptist Church, Little Rock 

Pilgrim's Rest MBC was organized on 
April 4, 1943. The charter members were Hettie 
White, Archie Brown, Lillian Brown, Calvin 
Brown, Oscar Watson, Ida Watson, Olgia Watson, 
Juanita Watson, Brooks Ball, Odena Ball, Everett 
Ball, Charlie Ray, Ethel Ray, Ima Ball, Hazel 
Ball, Olan Watson, and Willis Ball and Preston 
Ball, both ordained deacons. 

Bro. Leroy Polk was called as pastor, and 
Mrs. Ima Ball was the first church clerk. 

Services were conducted in an old store 
building in the front yard of Bro. John W. Avery 
until a church building could be built. The prop- 
erty on which the church was to be built was 
deeded to the church by H. G. Avery, Sr. The first 
building was dedicated in April of 1944. 

A parsonage was built in 1957. A new au- 
ditorium was started in 1961 and was dedicated 
on May 26, 1963. An educational building was 
constructed in 1971. In 1975 and 1976 the sanc- 
tuary was remodeled and enlarged. In August of 
1989 the auditorium was renovated with new 
carpet, new pew covers, etc. 

The church has endorsed the following 
mission projects: L. E. Burnes to Crestview, FL; 
Korean Baptist Orphanage; Roy Thayer to Rapid 
City, SD. The church has also sponsored the Pil- 
grim Rest Press, Bro. Warren Hill, director, which 
has printed books in Philippines dialects. 

Other pastors were Brethren W. D. Mont- 
gomery, Bill Williams, Jerry Crumley, C. L. 
"Dick" Jones, Bob C. Nusko, Tommie Miller, 
Claud Raiborn, Howard Thornton, Glenn Motley, 
Alton Horn, Joe Goodwin, Cecil Rickett, Gene 
Bagwell, Bill Looney, C. F. Edwards, LeRoyce Mc- 
Neil, and since 1979, Bro. Randy Hawkins. 


Bethany Missionary Baptist Church 
Pine Bluff 

Bethany MBC was organized on Sunday, 
August 24, 1947, out in the open under the trees 
about 300 yards west of the present buildings. 
Bro. Leroy Harp, then pastor of First Immanuel 
MBC held night services for one week prior to the 
organization. Both First Immanuel and Main 

Street MBCs co-operated in the organization. 
The charter members were: Bro. and Sis. 
H.C. Worley, Bro. and Sis. James Boast, Bro. and 
Sis. Ira Porter McBryde, Sis. Bobbie Nell Worley 
Elmore, Bro. Charles Willingham, Sis. John T. 
Willingham, Bro. and Sis. C.L. Bryant, Bro. and 
Sis. Shaw Winston, Sis. Annie Stroble, Bro. and 
Sis. Joe Liska, Sis. Inez Melton, Sis. Sue Melton 
Besharse, Sis. W.P. Chidester, Sis. Marjorie 


Chidester Goldman, Sis. Odel Winston Spakes, 
Bro. Robert Lee Webb, Jr., Sis. Clair Lybrand, Bro. 
Jake Lybrand, and Bro. John T. Willingham. 

The first services were held in the yard of 
Bro. and Sis. John T. Willingham, across the 
highway from the place of organization. When 
the weather turned cooler, services were moved to 
a small building in their back yard. Bro. Walter 
Lovelady, Main Street MBC, and Bro. Leroy Harp, 
First Immanuel MBC, alternated preaching on 
Sunday afternoons. 

Land for a building site was purchased in 
November, 1947. A small (war surplus) building 
was bought and moved on the site shortly after- 
wards. 

Bethany Church called her first pastor, 
Eld. Dale Kelly, on Feb. 4, 1948. He was followed 
by Elders George James, Edgar Sharver, Conrad 
N. Glover, John P. Saunders, Harold M. John- 
ston, Alvin T. Quick, Lory R. Poynor, and the pre- 
sent pastor, Lynn B. Steele. 

The first sanctuary was built in 1950. The 
war surplus building was used for educational 
purposes until the early spring of 1952, when it 
was converted into a parsonage. The present par- 
sonage was built in 1966. 

A two-story section was added in 1959, 
and a newer educational building was completed 
in April, 1976. When the present sanctuary was 
completed in March, 1984, the first sanctuary 
was removed, and the older educational buildings 
were all remodeled. 

On Feb. 4, 1976, the Church voted to spon- 
sor a mission in Juarez, Mexico, under the lead- 
ership of Bro. Leon Hawkins. This mission was 
organized into Bethany MBC of Juarez on July 5, 
1989. In February, 1990, Bethany voted to sup- 
port the Fountain Missions, which is also in the 
Juarez area. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Sheridan 

Calvary MBC was organized April 6, 1948 
at the home of Eld. and Mrs. Harvey Nelson. The 
fifteen charter members were: Earl Gwin, Alice 
Gwin, Thomas J. Gwin, Marilyn Gwin (Ashcraft), 
Mildred Gwin (Hitt), Lowman Gwin, Frank Gwin, 
Nora Gwin, Eld. Harvey J. Nelson, Mary Nelson, 
Horace Nelson, T.J. Mustin, Lula Mustin, Richard 
O. (Bud) Coursey, and Reba Coursey, who served as 
the first clerk. 

A brush arbor revival in July, 1948 re- 
sulted in 34 additions, 21 by baptism. At the end 
of the revival the church had 49 members. 

Bro. Harrison Puckett donated the land 
for the original building site. Additional land 
was purchased from Bro. Bill Riggan. The first 
building was completed one year after the church 
was established. In October, 1973, Dan and 
Clover Hale purchased land adjoining and do- 
nated the land to the church. Three months later 
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the Hales purchased and donated two additional 
acres east of the church. 

In December of 1974, the original sanctu- 
ary was replaced by a larger sanctuary. The for- 
mer sanctuary was converted into Sunday School 
rooms and a fellowship area. A church parson- 
age was completed in 1971. 

After Bro. Harvey Nelson, other pastors 
have included Bill Taylor, John Moore, Earnest 
Payne, Lloyd Smith, Heber House, John Saun- 
ders, William Ashcraft, Cecil Shepherd, Frank 
Springer, Henry McCool, Vance Nutt, and W.F. 
Etheridge. 


Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Sheridan 

Oak Grove MBC was organized on Sep. 9, 
1952, under the leadership of Bro. W. B. Taylor, 
Associational Missionary. 

Charter members were: Bro. Josh Nelson, 
Sis. Eva Nelson, Sis. Jettie Veazey, and Sis. 
Emma Jean Hardin, who was baptized Aug. 11, 
1952, and Sis. Tonsie Veazey. Other charter 
members, baptized Sep. 11, 1952, were: Bro. 
Clarence Veazey, Sis. Lola Hardin, Sis. Eunice 
Veazey, and Sis. Barbara Sue Ladd. 

An acre of land was purchased in Septem- 
ber, 1952, and the building was completed in 
1953. The building was enlarged in the years 
1959-1966, and then a new auditorium was 
started in 1974 and finished in July, 1975. The 
old auditorium was ysed for class rooms. 

A parsonage was built in 1972 on land do- 
nated by Bro. and Sis. Ernest Harp. New class- 
rooms have been added, and the old auditorium 
was completely remodeled into a fellowship hall. 

Other pastors were Brethren Herbert 
Morehart, Lloyd Smith, James Boast, Joe May, H. 
C. Ray, Boyd Golding, James Wagner, E. F. Tatum, 
James Staneart, Allen Hagood, Bob Hess, and 
Larry Crutchfield. 


Unity Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

Unity MBC was organized on February 14, 
1954, with twenty-two charter members. Bro. 
Paul Goodwin led in the mission work, and was 
the first pastor. He continued as pastor until Au- 
gust, 1966, when he became president of the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Seminary. Under his leadership 
three buildings were constructed and the mem- 
bership grew from 22 to 386. 

Other pastors have been Brethren Dan 
Maloch, Richard Akin, Kenneth Bazar, Jeffrey 
Hart, and David Ward, since 1984. Delores 
Hansen was the first clerk. 

Property at 13th and Garfield was pur- 
chased in July of 1954. Additional property was 
purchased in 1958. In 1963 plans were initiated 
for a new auditorium which was dedicated on 
July 18, 1965. An educational building was con- 
structed in 1969 and an annex building was com- 


pleted in 1970. (what building has been done 
since 1970) 

Because of Bro. Goodwin's association 
with the Seminary, many of the students and 
families attended Unity Church. Consequently, 
Unity conducted many ordination services, and 
sponsored many missions and missionaries. 

Ricardo Roldan was endorsed as a mis- 
sionary to Peru in 1966, Victor Guzman as a mis- 
sionary to Mexico City in 1966, Michio Kawa- 
hara as missionary to Japan in 1970, Gerardo 
Carrion to Mexico in 1982, Robert Redus as mis- 
sionary to Aragon in 1983. 

In 1986 the church voted to sponsor the 
Little Rock MBSF, and called Bro. Mark Harris as 
Director in November. 


Forest Hills Missionary Baptist Church 
Benton 

Forest Hills MBC was organized May 9, 
1954, under the leadership of Bro. Bill Taylor, 
Missionary of the Pine Bluff Association. The 
mission met in a tent for 6-9 months on Oakwood 
Drive before the organization. 

Charter members were: Robert and Vir- 
ginia Lawrence, Zack and Ida Parson, Vernon 
and Bertha Parson, W. F. "Pete" and Lula Marie 
Reynolds, Sam and Ollie Huey, Eugene and Ethel 
Parson, R. H. and Geraldine Dale, J. R. and Ruby 
Harrell, Nelson and Hazel Ryan, L. W. and 
Mignon Gantz, Marvin and Hallie Fulcher, 
Dorothy Giles, Edward Giles, Cecil Harrell, Lois 
Scott, Dorcas Scott, and Alma Dean Reynolds. 

Virginia Lawrence was the first clerk and 
Bro, Herbert Kesner was the first pastor. Other 
pastors have been Brethren Charles Ashcraft, 
Kenneth Gibson, Corbett Mask, Rene Freret, Car- 
roll Reed, Roy Matlock, Art Hawkins, and Marcus 
Blakley. 

In the late spring of 1954, construction 
was begun on a 28 X 72 foot two-story building. 
Construction was begun on the auditorium on 
April 19, 1963, and it was dedicated on June 21, 
1963. 

The first parsonage was purchased on Sep. 
24, 1959 at 718 Dalewood. The present parsonage 
at 1416 CrystalDrive was purchased on March 6, 
1963. 

Forest Hills sponsored a mission in 
Corinth, MS beginning in May of 1965, which 
was organized as Pinecrest MBC on Feb. 9, 1966. 
Forest Hills sponsored a mission in Bristol, TN 
beginning in 1983. This work is now sponsored 
by Oak Grove MBC. 


Salem Missionary Baptist Church 
Pine Bluff 
Salem MBC was organized on Aug. 29, 
1954 in the Watson Chapel community. The or- 
ganizational meeting was held at First Immanuel 
MBC, with the assistance of Olive Street, 
Bethany, and Unity churches. 
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The nineteen charter members were Hu- 
bert and Belva Taylor, Briant and Fannie Ratlif, 
Marguerite Powers, Floyd Manuel and wife, Ida 
Allison, Era Ashcraft, Holland and Jean Hank- 
ins, Joe and Winnie Coleman, Mary Coleman 
Dixon, Helen Coleman Oliger, Nancy Naylor, 
Joyce Naylor, Mavo and Marcellene Clement. 

Charter members within 30 days were 
June Laminack, Bobby Naylor, Lewis and Ruby 
Schultz, Arthur and Della Jacks, Noel and Breva 
Scott, Charlie and Lillian Moss, J. W. Moss, J. R. 
and Mable Palmer, Elsie Palmer, Joyce Palmer, 
Brenda Palmer, Elmer and Ora Austin, Shirley 
Austin, Ruthie Austin, Jimmie and Bobbie Har- 
rell, and Nellie Maroney. 

The original property was obtained with 
the help of the four sponsoring churches. The 
church continues in that location. 

A two-story building was erected starting 
in Sep., 1954. In 1957 the present sanctuary and a 
two-story addition for class rooms were added. 
Later a fellowship hall was built. A parsonage 
was purchased in May, 1966. 

Bro. W. B. "Bill" Taylor became mission- 
ary-pastor on Sep. 1, 1954. Other pastors have 
been Brethren Robert Smith, Frank Springer, 
Glen Perry, J. C. House, Sidney McLeod, W. F. 
Lovelady, W. K. Roach, Clarence Williams and 
Howard Loetscher. 

The church supports a mission in Jerome, 
Idaho, Bro. Jerry Marsh, missionary-pastor. 


Woodhaven Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

Woodhaven MBC was established June 12, 
1966 in the Miller Building, 1109 Battery Street. 
Woodhaven was formed by 70 former members of 
Antioch MBC. The charter membership totaled 
98. The charter members were: 

Ed W. Morris, Mrs. Ed W. Morris, Ralph F. 
Houser, Catherine (Wilson) Houser, Judy Kaye 
Houser, Steve Franklin Houser, Katue Best, Jerry 
A. Baldwin, Sharon (Morris) Baldwin, Maggie 
Kennamer, Joan Carr, Exie Mae Carr, Marginia 
Harrison, George P. Anderson, Beulah (Mrs. G. P. 
Anderson), Helen (Mrs. Ernest) Emmerling, 
Plairfair Ellerling, Ernest Emmerling, Paula 
Tabb, Gordia Garner (Mrs. Floyd), Floyd Garner 
(F. J.), William H. Looney, Mrs. Wm. H. Looney, 
William Ruben Looney, Helen Looney (Mrs. W. R.), 
Alice Carol Looney, Lillian Morris (Mrs. Hugh), 
Victor Stephen Bulloch III, J. E. (Gene) Stanley, 
Ruby Stanley, Mrs. S. P. Wade, Woodrow Red, 
Sammie Red, Michael W. Red, John Red, Luther A. 
Fowler, J. W. Crawford (Jim), Mrs. J. W. Crawford 
(Jimmie), Lucy Haggard (Mrs. G. E.), Eld. A. T. 
Forbess, Raymond E. Croswell, Anita Croswell, 
Jessie Sheppard, Cecil O. Dyke, Juanity Dyke, 
Steve Dyke, Garry Dyke, Larry Dyke, Claud M. 
Pritchard, Alice Pritchard, Cora Warner, Johnia 
Wright, Paul Edwards, Thelma Edwards, Mrs. 
Leonard Smith, Mrs. H. E. Ross (Lelah), Viva 
Sowell, Birdie Horsey McBride, Mrs. Willingham, 


Mrs. Edna Miller Wright, Frank Wells, Mildred 
Wells, Kenneth Wells, Billy Booth Lowrey, Patri- 
cia Springer Lowery (Mrs. Bill B.), Eddie L. Sow- 
ell, Mary Jo Smith, Leonard D. Smith. 

Additional charter members: L. D. Fore- 
man, Opal (Mrs. L.D.) Foreman, Becky Beam, 
Bessie Gibson, Ida (Mrs. Clyde) McCoy, Ralph 
Parris, Alta (Mrs. Ernest) Payne, Priscilla Fore- 
man, Jerry Goshien, Carolyn (Mrs. Jerry) 
Goshien, Betty Foreman, Clyde McCoy, Pearl 
Waller, Mrs. Ruby Seamans, Mrs. Ellen Sampley, 
Vada Almond, Bob Buckmaster, Mrs. Emma 
Bryant, Pearl Brosius, Mary Almond, Myrtle 
Smith, Lola Johnson, Bessie Baker, Mrs. Green, 
Linda Morris, Lula Avery, Bert (Mrs. Bill) Hicks, 
and Margaret Kendall. 

The original name was Smyrna MBC. Bro. 
Raymond Croswell served as missionary pastor. 
Bro. L. D. Foreman was called as pastor in Octo- 
ber, 1966. Ralph Houser was the first church 
clerk. 

Chicot Terrace Baptist Mission, located at 
Chicot and Woodhaven, was sponsored by Faith 
MBC, No. Little Rock, with Bro. Ralph Cunning- 
ham, State Missionary, serving as missionary- 
pastor. After being called as pastor. Bro. L. D. 
Foreman conceived the idea of the merger of 
Smyrna Church with the mission. An agreement 
was reached and Smyrna purchased the land 
from Faith MBC; those members who wished 
joined Smyrna. The name was then changed to 
Woodhaven MBC to reflect its location. The 
church began meeting in the temporary building 
on July 9, 1967. Construction was begun in the 
present building July 7, 1968, with the first ser- 
vices held in the new building on May 11, 1969. 

Bro. Foreman continued as pastor until 
his death on August 24, 1984, while on a mission 
trip to the Solomon Islands. Subsequent pastors 
have been Brethren Milburn Hill, Jim Brasseal 
and Randy Murry. 


Concord Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

Concord MBC was organized on Aug. 11, 
1957 at 1401 Hanger Street. Bro. S. C. Walker was 
the missionary-pastor. 

‘The ~charter semembersi were; Luther 
Hutchins, Anabel Hutchins, Loyce Hutchins 
(Hern), Shirley Roberts (Satterfield), Pat Price, 
Faye Price, Ronnie Price, Lloyd Barrentine, Grace 
Barrentine,’' Oleta: Lester, Steve Curtis, ’Ozelle 
Jackson, Joyce Pickett, Estell Zigler, Henry Mor- 
ris, Reba Morris, Joan Morris, Linda Morris, 
Louise Morris, Polly Morris, Ruth Caple, Bessie 
Davis, Jean Dwiggins, Floyd Curtis, Peggy Curtis, 
Blanche Pilkington, Barbara Price, Gwen Traw- 
ick, Clarence Heidelberg, Winnie Treece, Mrs. J. 
W. McPherson, Bill Lanford, Dorothy Lanford, 
Floyd Curtis, Peggy Curtis, W. H. Wilson, Jo Ann 
Wilson, Essie Loftis, James Morris, A. R. Kellogg, 
Eva Kellogg, Ralph Loftis, Cecil Caple, Dudley 
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Davis, Clarence Dwiggins, and Mrs. Clarence 
Dwiggins. 

The first location was a two-story rented 
house. The pastor and his family lived upstairs. 
The church moved in February, 1958 to a build- 
ing at 1401 Barber that had been a grocery store. 
The church met there until June of 1958 when a 
house and .5 acre lot were purchased at 2122 Rock 
St. In Oct., 1964 a church building was purchased 
at 1623 Hanger Street. The church met there until 
the present building at 501 Oak Circle Drive was 
constructed in 1978. The dedication service was 
held in August, 1978. 

Pastors of the church have been Brethren 
Henry Morris, A. B. Cash, Willie Tullos, C. M. 
Lewallen, Jim Landers, Lonnie Dicus, Jerald 
Harrison, L. C. Felts, Lamar Powell, Jack Mier, 
and Leo P. Wilson. 


Southwest Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

The original mission was begun early in 
1965 under the sponsorship of Baseline MBC. In 
November, Bro. Ebern Duncan, missionary for 
the Association, agreed to assist with the mis- 
sion. 

After meeting in two other locations, the 
present property was purchased and a mobile 
mission unit was moved onto the property. The 
first services were held in December, 1966. 

The church was organized on April 23, 
1967. Bro. Duncan served as mission pastor, and 
Opal Almond was the first clerk. The charter 
members were: 

Carol Abercrombie, H. L. Abercrombie, 
Jr., Larry Abercrombie, Mary Sue Abercrombie, 
Vicki Abercrombie, Chester Almond, Dale Al- 
mond, Jimmy Almond, Opal Almond, Leonard 
Bland, Darlene Bradshaw, Edna Sue Bradshaw, 
Mary Bradshaw, James Brady, Belinda Calaway, 
Eueldean Calaway, John Calaway, Myrtle Cal- 
away, James Davis, Jean Davis, Eld. Ebern Dun- 
can, Louise Duncan, Carolyn Easley, Geneva 
Gray, Mary Jo Gray, Troy Gray, Helen Guajardo, 
Betty Hardin, Catherine Hardin, Hollis Hardin, 
Judith Hardin, Curtis Higginbotham, Maxine 
Higgenbotham, John Honeycutt, June Honeycutt, 
Raymond Ison, Nell McAlister, Roger McAlister, 
Gary McBride, Bill McCullough, Debbie McCul- 
lough, Frank McCullough, Jacque McCullough, 
Roger McKinzey, Jimmy Page, Joe Red, Charlotte 
Renard, Dell Sullivan, Jimmy Sullivan, Anita 
Threet, Bill Threet, Bob Threet, Jan Threet, 
Tommy Warren, Shirley Warren, Margaret Young 
and Lollie Young. 

The first unit of the present church plant, 
the auditorium and one educational wing, was 
ready for services by Feb. 4, 1968, and was dedi- 
cated on April 21. An acre of land to the west, 
with a house which was remodeled for a parson- 
age was purchased in August. A new parsonage 
was built in 1971. 


An educational wing was built on the west 
side of the auditorium in 1969-70, and another 
on the rear of the auditorium in 1972. 

The church called Bro. John Penn as pas- 
tor in May of 1969. 

Southwest became a sponsor of India Mis- 
sions in 1973, with Bro. John Matthew, a native 
of India, as the missionary. The church now sup- 
ports ten missionaries in India and one in the 
Solomon Islands. 


Grace Missionary Baptist Church 
Little Rock 

The Grace MBC was organized on January 
25, 1970. Preliminary meetings were held begin- 
ning in Sep., 1969. On Nov. 30, 1969 twenty-seven 
who wished to go into the organization of the new 
church joined Woodhaven MBC, L. D. Foreman, 
pastor. 

These were: Floyd M. Alexander, Elsie M. 
Alexander, Deborah G. Alexander, Tommy 
Brown, Loretta Brown, Thomas E. Brown, 
Tommy Fisher, Roseanne Fisher, Jake Haas, 
Nita Haas, Judy Haas, Danny Haas, David Haas, 
Charles Harvey, Jo Harvey, Duane Harvey, Larry 
Harvey, W. D. Ledford, Johnnie Mae Ledford, Mrs. 
Dorothy Ingle, Waylon Ingle, Thomas Krank, 
Goldie Krank, Miles Krank, Tim Krank, Pam 
Krank, and Kimy Lou Krank. 

A house was rented in the Ironton Com- 
munity on Ivy Chapel Road, and services were 
started on Dec. 14, 1969. Bro. Thomas Krank was 
elected as missionary-pastor, Elsie Alexander as 
Clerk and Loretta Brown as Treasurer. The 
church was organized on Jan. 25, 1970 in the au- 
ditorium of Woodhaven MBC. 

After the organization, the charter was 
extended to also include Deborah Alexander, Joe 
Brashers, Lois Brashers, Mrs. J. W. Churchwell, 
Roy Crowder, Norma Crowder, Pete Dukes, Janie 
Dukes, Kenneth Gibson, Duffie Gibson, Kenneth 
Harris, Sue Harris, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Harris, 
Mary Harvey, John W. Ingle, Viona Ingle, Peggy 
Lawhon, Fay New, Mildred New, Carlos New, 
Wanda New, Ricky New, Onie Oliver, Gordon 
Speir, Geraldine Speir, Otho Walls, Betty Walls, 
Sammy Warrick, Barbara Warrick, Charlie War- 
rick, and Teresa Warrick Holmes. 

Other pastors of Grace MBC were Brethren 
John Ingle, W. H. (Bill) Looney, Dennis Holmes, 
Lynn Baxter, Jeffrey Ware, and John Howard, Jr. 

The present property was purchased from 
Mr. O. R. Alexander in March, 1971. Immediate 
plans were made to construct a building on the 
1.5 acre tract at 11310 Hilaro Springs Road. 

The first service was held in the new 
building on April 26, 1970. Later the second and 
third floors were completed for classroom and 
fellowship space. Many improvements have been 
made, including new oak pews and pulpit fur- 
nishings on Dec. 26, 1980. In 1985 7.5 acres of ad- 
joining land were purchased. 


Pine Bluff Association 


A new sanctuary was completed in 1992. 
The lower floor of the existing building was con- 
verted into a new fellowship hall and kitchen 
area. New offices, prayer room, and library are 
being planned. 


Edgewood Missionary Baptist Church 
Mabelvale 

Edgewood MBC was organized Sep. 9, 
1984, through the work of Bro. Ebern Duncan, as- 
sociational missionary. Holland Chapel MBC 
was the sponsoring church. 

Land (6.5 acres) was purchased and a suit- 
able building was located. The first service was 
held on Aug. 13, 1978, with 93 present. 

A church building was constructed at a 
cost of $54,000.00. The mission occupied the new 
building on Jan. 16, 1983. 

Charter members were Bonnie Allen, 
Jessie Allen, Rhonda Allen, Rusty Allen, Stacey 
Allen, Trudy Allen, Carol (Miller) Barnes, Ken 
Bass, Eloise Bolding, Glen Bolding, Judy Bolding, 
Mike Bolding, Rickey Bolding, Timmy Bolding, 
Charlie Chambless, Denny Chambless, Edmund 
Chambless, Jean Chambless, Laura Chambless, 
Malissa Chambless, Randy Chambless, Regina 
Chambless, Rickey Chambless, Royce Chamb- 
less, Georgia (Moore) Cuff, Larry Creech, Renee 
Creech, Arthur Dozier, James A. Dozier, Lola 
Dozier, Elsie Halpine, Roy Halpine, Elsie Han- 
nah, Anthony Hickmon, Debbie Hickmon, 
Dorothy Hickmon, Marvin Hickmon, Robbin 
Hickmon, Tim Hickmon, Etta Logan, Marcie 
Miller, Melonie Miller, Joe Permenter, Judy 
Permenter, Joan Reid, Lauren Shaw, Beverly 
Taylor, Paul Taylor, Glenda (Chambless) Wilson, 
and Dean White. 

Bro. Ebern Duncan was missionary pas- 
tor. Other pastors have been Brethren Roy 
Halpine, Dan Holt, Butch Mitchell, R. B. Wright, 
and Davy McCool. 
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1Bro. LeRoy Polk prepared a history for the Centen- 
nial observance of the Association in 1961. Some of 
that information is incorporated into this history. 
2]. S. Rogers, History of Arkansas Baptists, p. 168. 
3Most of the information on R. J. Coleman was taken 
from his autobiography, published in 1894 at the re- 
aust of the ABSC. 

LeRoy Polk, Minute, 1961 Pine Bluff Association, pp. 
44-45, 
SMinute, 1861 Pine Bluff Association, Oct. 17-20, 1861, 

yesh 

Jroohogets p17 2 
7]. S. Rogers, p. 200. 
8LeRoy Polk, Minute, 1961 Pine Bluff Association, p 
45. This information was given before 1961 by 
Charles, the only living son of Dr. Wilkinson. 
Charles died in 1968. Deacon A. C. Wilkinson from 
Sheridan is a grandson. 
2This church was about 14 miles west of Little Rock on 
what is now the Old Hot Springs Highway, near the 
intersection of the Bryant Road. 
10{n fact, Bro. Dorough was clerk for 30 years. This 
would mean he was elected as clerk first in 1875. We 
do not know who was moderator from 1872 until 1879. 
11 One source gave a date of March 27 and another July 
19. 
12History of First Baptist Church, Bryant, p. 17. Eld. 
Tucker pastored the Bryant Church in 1884-1885, 
1894-1896, 1898. 
I3Hattie C. Ashcraft was Robert Ashcraft's great 
aunt. She served as clerk of Saline church for many 
years and was frequently a messenger. His grandfa- 
ther, Stephen Oscar Ashcraft, was her brother. He 
served as a messenger from Saline in 1904, East Union 
in 1909, was a member of the Committee on Documents 
in 1911, and was a messenger from Saline in 1916 and 
from Harmony in 1919. 

Chris. C. Kumpe was clerk of the Ironton 
Church for several years during this same period. He 
served as a messenger in 1899 and several years 
thereafter. 

141974 Pine Bluff Association Minute. 
15 R. W. Glover, History of Philadelphia Baptist 
Church, handwritten manuscript 
16 Minutes: Saline Baptist Association, 1843 and 1936 
17 Minutes: Spring Creek Church 
18 Marriage Book: Tuscaloosa Co., Ala. 
19 1850 U.S. Census: Saline Co., Ark. 
20 Minutes: Spring Creek Church 
21 Glover 

11 Goodspeed's Central Arkansas, p. 754; Marriage 
Book "A"; Saline Co., Ark. Lindsey's license is not 
dated, but it was filed on Dec. 15, 1841 
23 Minutes: Spring Creek Church. His work took him 
as far away as Hot Springs. 
24 Goodspeed's Central Arkansas, p. 757 and 781. 


25 1830 U. S. Census: Bibb and Tuscaloosa Counties, 
Ala. 

26 Goodspeed's Central Arkansas, p. 750. 

27 |. M. Allen, Triennial Baptist Register, 1836, p. 
208. 

28 Marriage Book "A": Saline Co. It was filed in 
Saline Co. on Dec. 6, 1841. 

29 Ww. E. Paxton, A History of the Baptists of 
Louisiana, p. 607. 

SO Baptist Banner and Western Pioneer, Jan. 27, 1842. 


31 Minutes: Spring Creek Church 

32 Goodspeed's Central Arkansas, p. 754. 

33 Taylor was ordained by Joab Pratt and William S. 
Meeks, on Sep. 20, 1841, at Cedar Grove Church, Bibb 
Co. Als: 

A Marriage Book "A"; Saline Co. 

35 1850 U. S. Census: Saline Co. 

% Probate Records: "John Hesson": Saline Co., Ark. 

37 Minutes, Saline Association, 1843. 

383 U. S. Post Office Department Records: "Turin, 
Arkansas". 

39 Arkansas Baptist, April 7, 1897. 

40 C. G. "Crip" Hall, Historical Report of the Secre- 
tary of State, p. 197 and 624. 

41 Glover 

42 Minutes: Brushy Creek Missionary Baptist Church, 
Leola, AR 

43 Southwestern Baptist Chronicle, June 10, 1848 

44 Goodspeed's Southern Arkansas, p. 833 

45 Southwestern Baptist Chronical, December 4, 1847, 
August 12, 1848 and Dec. 2, 1848. 

46 Bond and Will Book: Union Co, AR p56, 

47 Jesse Reaves was born about 1798 in Georgia. He 
was ordained by Friendship Church, Wilcox Co., AL 
on Aug. 1, 1832. He came to Arkansas about 1846. 1850 
U.S. Census: Saline Co., and Marriage Book "A": 
Saline Co. 

48 William H. Wyatt was born about 1796 in GA. He 
came to Arkansas in 1848, and settled in Ouachita Co. 
At the time of his death in August, 1854, he was Vice- 
President of the State Convention and Moderator of 
the Saline Association. 1850 U.S.Census: Ouachita 
Co., AR, and Baptist Advance, Oct. 19, 1911. 

49 LD. G. Barnett was born in VA on Nov. Hp Moye, Veale 
died in Grant Co., May 2, 1902. Minutes: Pine Bluff 
Association, 1961. 

50 John T. Craig was born about 1816 in AL. After 
studying medicine, he came to AR in 1838 and settled 
in Clark Co. He later moved to Dallas Co. His minis- 
terial career began about 1846. In 1869 he moved to 
what is now New Edinburg and organized a church 
there. 1850 U.S. Census: Dallas Co., and Baptist Ad- 
vance, Nov. 16, 1911. 

51 Robert J. Coleman was born in VA in 1817. He came 
to Dallas Co. in 1843 and was licensed to preach in 
1852. He was the first Moderator of the Pine Bluff As- 
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sociation. After the Civil War, he moved to Austin, 
AR, where he labored until his death on Dec. 6, 1897. 
Minutes: Pine Bluff Association 1861-1865, and J. S. 
Rogers, History of Arkansas Baptists, p. 200. 
52 Minutes: Pine Bluff Association: 1862-1868. 
53 Joshua Halbert was born on Apol 21/1837... re 
joined the Baptist Church in 1852; was ordained a 
deacon in 1870. He was licensed to preach in 1872, and 
died at his home near Prattsville on Oct. 12, 1914. 
Minutes: Pine Bluff Association, 1961 and Glover. 
54 Minutes: Pine Bluff Association 
SDY, J. Beavers, "Philadelphia Baptist Church, 1842- 
, Arkansas Baptist, April 7, 1897. 
S6Nathan Pumphrey came from Alabama with Eld. 
Joab Pratt in 1841. He was born May 4, 1804 and died 
May 13, 1884. According to Goodspeed (p. 750), 
Pumphrey owned and worked between 14-20 slaves. 
57Some of the information on Shiloh MBC was 
adapted from the history of the church placed in the 
1975 minute of the Pine Bluff Association. Most of the 
information concerning the early settlers in Calvert 
Township, and particularly the information on Miles 
Milford Wallace was supplied by Russell P. Baker, 
Deputy Director of the Arkansas History Commis- 
sion. Some of the historical material was presented in 
person at Shiloh in May, 1990, and later printed in 
the Sheridan Headlight. Other information was 
printed in the 1974 Minute of the Pine Bluff Associa- 
tion, and reprinted in the June 10, 1976 edition of the 
Missionary Baptist Searchlight. 
S8The Jefferson Co. Church was called Springhill, 
and was located east of the Hurricane Creek south of 
what is now the Grapevine Community. After the 
Civil War, elements of Springhill Church organized 
the Sardis Church. The Wilkinsons and Gartmans 
were apparently part of this church. This church 
ceased to function about 1905. 
Elder Joab Pratt was born in Stokes County, NC. 
After a successful ministry in the Tuscaloosa Baptist 
Association in Alabama, Elder Pratt led a wagon 
train in 1841 from that area to what is now Grant 
County. Accompanying him were six of his children, 
also the Mayfields, McDaniels, Cobbs, Pumphreys, 
and John Pratt, his brother, for whom the town of 
Prattsville was named. After settling in the area 
south of Prattsville, Elder Pratt began to hold ser- 
vices which led to the organization of Philadelphia 
Baptist Church in 1842. 

After assisting with the organization of 
Shiloh in 1848, Elder Pratt moved to Union County, 
and established several churches in that county. 
60 Eider Aaron Bolt was born about 1796 in South Car- 
olina. He came to Arkansas at an early date and set- 
tled in Clark County, later moving to Saline County. 
In 1836 he was a charter member of Spring Creek 
Church in Benton. That church ordained him to the 
Gospel Ministry on July 17, 1842. He served as Pastor 


of Spring Creek Church until 1849. He died at his 
home in Northern Saline County about 1861. 

61 These two churches were in different associations, 
and each association had a Shiloh Church as a mem- 
ber. 

62 According to the 1880 census, her name was Sarah 
A. The Traylor's were from SC, and their oldest son 
William L. was born in SC about 1869. William L. 
served as a messenger in 1896 and 1904. 

63 Pine Bluff Association, 1976 Minute, pp. 14-15. 

© Pine Bluff Association, 1980 Minute, pp. 13-14. 

65 Pine Bluff Association, 1978 Minute, pp. 18-20. 
S6Robert Ashcraft's great grandfather, Elijah T. 
Ashcraft, great grandmother, Mary Haley Ashcraft, 
and great aunt, Hattie Ashcraft were all members of 
Harmony until their deaths. His grandparents, 
Stephen Oscar Ashcraft and Cora Tull Ashcraft, were 
also members for many years. His father, Horace Earl 
Ashcraft, was saved at Harmony and baptized on Au- 
gust 1, 1923. During the 1920's, Dr. Ben M. Bogard 
held the summer revival from 1923-1926. Each year 
he was entertained in the home of his great grand- 
parents, which was just north of the church.) 


67From information compiled by Thelmer Ruth Chil- 
dress Ulmer. Robert and Martha Childress were her 
grandparents. The church was established near their 
home. 

68 Adapted from the History and Archives Report, 
1986 minute, Pine Bluff Association. 

@9s. O. Ashcraft was Robert Ashcraft's grandfather, 
and Hattie was his great aunt. 

70From family history of Rev. Elijah Lindsey by Lil- 
lian Lindsey (Mrs. Dean) Wilson, furnished by Di- 
anna Berry, San Diego, CA., Aug. 10, 1982. 
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It's Genesis and History by Lloyd O. Warren 


Following the establishment of Washing- 
ton County in 1818, the early settlers soon began 
to organize churches to establish their faith*and 
doctrine in the developing territory. Among the 
settlers were many of the Baptist faith who estab- 
lished local churches to meet the spiritual needs 
of those who had moved into the area. 

To understand the development of the 
Baptist faith in Northwest Arkansas, one must 
appreciate that most, if not all, of the newly or- 
ganized churches were identified as "United Bap- 
tist Churches," reflecting the amalgamation of 
the "Separate" and "Regular" Baptist churches in 
the latter part of the 18th century. In the 1830's 
controversies occurred which resulted in the 
"Regular Baptists" making their doctrines and 
practices a test of fellowship.! For many years 
the churches experienced different levels of fel- 
lowship between each other and eventually as the 
associational and convention level. The 
Calvinistic doctrine of the Regular Baptist, the 
ordinance of foot-washing, mission programs as 
endorsed by the Triennial Convention,? the es- 
tablishment of Sunday Schools and salaries for 
pastors were factors that contributed to a breach 
of fellowship within Baptist ranks. 


First Churches 

The first Baptist church organized in 
Washington County was established on Middle 
Fork of White River near what is now known as 
Sulphur City.? It was organized August 3, 1830, 
on the general principles of "the Regular Baptist 
order," with seven members. Elder Samuel Wheat 
and Deacon John Wood composed the presbytery. 
Besides Elder Wheat and Deacon Wood, the other 
constituents were: Eli Bloyd, Isham Wood, Mar- 
garet Wood, Hannah Maxwell and Mary Bloyd. 

As the church grew in numbers, its mem- 
bership represented an area extending from what 
is now Springdale to West Fork and east to 
Richland near Wesley. Until February, 1834, the 
church was known as the "United Baptist Church 
of Christ on Middle Fork." At this time the 
church deleted the term "United" and replaced it 
with "Regular." In November, 1836, the name was 
changed to the "Regular Baptist Church on West 
Fork," since the meeting sites were primarily in 
the valley of the West Fork of White River. In 
April, 1837, the church strengthened its ties with 
the Regular Baptist movement by adopting the 
"Abstract of Faith of the Spoon River Associa- 
tion" of Illinois. These actions by the church re- 
flected the controversy that developed among 
Baptists in the 1830's which eventually brought 


about the dissolution of the United Baptist iden- 
tity that had been established in the late 17 80's.4 

The second Baptist church established in 
Washington County was in the Wedington area. 
This congregation was organized July 15, 1831, 
with thirteen charter members. It assumed the 
name "United Baptist Church of Christ called 
Bethlehem" but later replaced the term "United" 
with "Regular." The church adopted the principles 
of the "Forkdeer Association" of Tennessee. 

In February, 1832, a third church was or- 
ganized at War Eagle with the assistance of dele- 
gates from the church on Middle Fork and from 
Bethlehem. Elder Samuel Wheat was a partici- 
pant in the establishment of all three churches 
indicating an involvement in mission efforts.© 


Organization of Association 

With a nucleus of churches available, ef- 
forts to organize a local association of Baptist 
churches began. In August, 1831, the church on 
Middle Fork approved "sending a corresponding 
letter to the association." The association was 
not named; however, the evidence indicates this 
letter was sent to the Spring River Association. 
This association met in Izard County, October, 
1830.” At this meeting, the church on Middle 
Fork was designated as the site of a union meet- 
ing of the association in May, 1831, with Elder 
David Orr, the renowned pastor and missionary 
in the Lawrence County area, as the speaker.® In 
September, 1832, the Middle Fork church re- 
quested "dismissal from the association" in order 
to be associated with sister churches in 
Washington County. In March, 1833, Bethlehem 
church, and in April, 1833, the church on Middle 
Fork, elected messengers to represent the respec- 
tive churches in a convention at the home of 
John Titsworth of Richland (Madison County) in 
May, 1833. This, without question, was the 
initial meeting that led to the organization of the 
first association of Baptist churches in north- 
west Arkansas, the Washington Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches. Onesimus Evans, in 
correspondence to the Baptist Banner and 
Western Pioneer, Louisville, KY, Dec. 16, 1841, 
submitted a copy of the minutes of the 8th 
Annual Session of the Washington Association 
of Regular Baptists held at the Bethlehem church, 
October 8-10, 1841. This session correlates with 
the May, 1833, meeting held at John Titsworth 
on Richland Creek. Evans was a member of the 
church on West Fork. 

Unfortunately, this association has been 
given a beginning date of November, 1837, when 
the association met at the Concord church in 
Crawford County. At this session, a constitution 
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was adopted. A critical reading of the minutes of 
the Middle Fork and Bethlehem churches and of 
the minutes of the 1837 associational meeting 
clearly indicate that the association assembled 
in 1833 and again in 1834 at the church on War 
Eagle. 

At the 1837 convention twelve churches 
were listed on the roll. The messengers approved 
the Abstract of Principles of the Washington As- 
sociation and adopted the constitution of the 
Buttahatcha Association of Mississippi and Al- 
abama churches with certain amendments. The 
division occurring in Baptist ranks concerning 
the conduct of mission programs resulted in a 
"declaration of non-fellowship with the Board of 
Missions" during the 1838 associational meeting 
held at Point Remove Church in Conway County. 

The number of churches affiliating with 
the Washington Association of Regular Baptists 
churches increased to fifteen for the associa- 
tional session held at War Eagle in September, 
1839. The churches listed in the associational 
minutes represented the counties of Carroll, 
Conway, Crawford, Franklin, Madison and 
Washington. The associational minutes for the 
1842 annual session included four new churches, 
one from Marion County. However, eight 
churches formerly listed in the association were 
not shown.9 The organization of a new associa- 
tion in 1840 may have resulted in the withdrawal 
of some of these churches to the new fellowship. 


Missionary Baptist Association 

With the dissolution of the "United Bap- 
tist” movement in northwest Arkansas, mis- 
sionary-minded churches, desiring to fellowship 
with others of similar beliefs and to cooperate in 
programs of mutual interest, organized the first 
missionary Baptist association in the area. This 
association, known as the Mount Zion Associa- 
tion, was established in 1840. According to tradi- 
tion the organization was accomplished at Mt. 
Zion church in Carroll County.!9 Charles B. 
Whitely was a leader in the formation of this 
church. He was a contemporary with J. F. 
Mitchell who lived at Pea Ridge. The two minis- 
ters, often working together, were instrumental 
in planting other churches in the northwestern 
counties. 

By 1851 the Mt. Zion Association in- 
cluded 14 churches in northwest Arkansas and 
Southwest Missouri with a total of 525 mem- 
bers.!1 Because of the distance between churches 
and the desire for a closer fellowship, a daughter 
association was organized September 30-October 
2, 1853, at Mt. Zion church on the Middle Fork of 
White River, a few miles southeast of Baldwin, 
Washington County.!2 Nine churches affiliated 
with the new association called the Fayetteville 
United Baptist Association. The new association 
grew and by 1860 has 22 churches with a total of 
813 members. The churches were distributed 


from Benton to Scott counties in Arkansas.!3 In 
1860 the Mt. Zion Association had six churches 
with a total of 336 members. Recognizing 
strength in numbers, both of the associations in 
their respective 1860 sessions, agreed to unite at 
the 1861 annual meeting. This was held at Anti- 
och Church in Benton County, October, 1861. The 
unified fellowship was named the Northwest 
Arkansas Missionary Baptist Association.!4 The 
second session was held at Mount Vernon Baptist 
Church, located about seven miles east of 
Fayetteville, in 1862. Because of the Civil War, 
business was suspended and no minutes were 
published of the second associational meeting. 
Following the end of the Civil War, the third ses- 
sion was held at Friendship Baptist Church 
southeast of Springdale, October, 1866. At this 
meeting the delegates "proposed an effort to affect 
a union with the Regular Baptist brethren" and a 
committee was appointed to meet with the next 
meeting of the Washington Association of 
Regular Baptists at Shiloh (Springdale), Septem- 
ber, 1867.15 These negotiations continued to the 
1868 associational meeting held at Spring Creek 
Baptist Church, October, 1868, but no agreement 
was reached to unite the two associations. 1® 

In the meantime, while these negotiations 
were underway, a reorganization of the 
Missionary Baptist associational structure was 
underway. At the 1867 session of the Northwest 
Arkansas Baptist Association meeting at Pleas- 
ant Grove church near Lowell, the name of the as- 


sociation was changed to Bentonville Associa- 
tion.17 18 


Post Civil War Period 

In the period of recovery following the 
ravages of the Civil War, the northwestern sector 
of Arkansas experienced a phenomenal growth 
in the number of churches re-established and /or 
newly constituted. The Bentonville Association, 
meeting at Spring Creek in 1868, received 13 peti- 
tionary letters. At the 1870 annual meeting held 
at Honey Creek, 46 churches, with a total mem- 
bership of 1639, were enrolled. At this session, 
the association initiated action toward the erec- 
tion of a Baptist College in the area. J. L. 
Vaughan, R. L. Baker, J. W. Sikes, P. M. Ownby 
and J. M. McCraw were appointed as a committee 
to select potential locations and consider 
method(s) of financing the proposed school and 
to report to the association at its 1871 session.19 
This meeting was held at First New Prospect 
Church, Rolers Ridge, about 18 miles east of Ben- 
tonville. This meeting was notable for (1) the ap- 
pointment of trustees for the proposed school, (2) 
the designation of Shiloh (Springdale) as the lo- 
cation of the school,2° the missionary's report,21 
and (4) the appointment of a committee to 
consider a division of the association and a plan 
to accomplish the same.22 This committee was 
composed of O. D. Slaughter of Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church; R. R. Lane, First Brush Creek; J. 
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L. Vaughan, Round Prairie; J. M. McCraw of 
Maysville and Jasper Dunegan of Bentonville. Of 
the committeemen, only O. D. Slaughter repre- 
sented a church that was to be in the newly 
formed association.2° 


Fayetteville Baptist 


Association Organized 

The committee appointed by the Ben- 
tonville Association proceeded to notify inter- 
ested churches to send delegates to a convention 
at Valley Grove Baptist Church (near Elkins), 
November 10, 1871, for the purpose of organizing 
a new association. The churches and messengers 
that responded to the called convention were: 

Brush Creek - B. T. Easton, Henry Farmer, 
J. D. Bradley 

Center Point - W. H. Vaughn, L. Roberts 

Fayetteville - John Mayes 

Huntsville - S. M. Phillips, J. Williams 

Mt. Vernon - J. C. Caudle, O. D. Slaughter 

Mt. Zion - J. C. Renfro, Moses Lang 

New Hope - D. Malicaah, T. H. Jones, J. C. 
Black, J. F. Jones 

Pleasant Valley - H. P. Greene 

St. Paul - C. J. Lester 

Sugar Hill - J. F. Dabbs 

Valley Grove - J. H. Webb, E. Hood 

Viney Grove - W. L. Goss 

White River - A. J. Sizemon 


The convention was formally organized 
and named the Fayetteville Baptist Associa- 
tion.24 25 John Mayes, a charter member of Mt. 
Zion Church and later of the Fayetteville (First 
Baptist) Church, was elected moderator, a post he 
was to hold for 17 years. The major business after 
the organizational procedures was the adoption 
of a constitution, articles of faith, and rules of 
decorum. These documents were patterned after 
those of the Bentonville Baptist Association 
from which the churches had withdrawn to form 
the new group. 

At the next annual session of the associa- 
tion held at the Walnut Grove Church near Viney 
Grove, 23 churches, an increase of 10, were repre- 
sented. During the next 120 years, approximately 
132 churches were represented in the association 
at one time or another.2® 

In 1876, an effort was made to re-unite the 
Fayetteville Baptist Association with the 
Bentonville Baptist Association. The proposal 
was not accepted at the 6th Annual session held 
at the Valley Grove Church. 

During its history, the association has 
enrolled churches from Crawford, Washington, 
Benton, Carroll, Madison, and Franklin Coun- 
ties, Arkansas; from Adair, Cherokee, and 
Delaware Counties in Oklahoma, and Jasper 
County, Missouri. Over time the majority of 
churches, many of them small in membership 
and isolated, passed out of existence. Some had a 


short span of activity, others existed, perhaps for 
several decades before succumbing to social, eco- 
nomic, and demographic changed. 

In the early history of the association, 
Northwest Arkansas was still in the throes of re- 
construction following the Civil War. Roadways 
were, by current standards, primitive and rough 
to travel. Thus in the communities scattered over 
the area, a dozen or more, sometimes fewer, dedi- 
cated Baptists might organize a church where a 
local minister, or "riding minister" might hold 
services once a month, often in a private home, 
until a building could be constructed. 

In the developing population and trade 
centers, churches experienced growth in mem- 
bership and developed the resources for a full- 
time pastor and for the development of outreach 
programs. For the most part, none of the 
churches in the more rural areas were able to es- 
tablish full-time programs, including a full-time 
pastor, until after World War II. Improved road 
systems and better means of transportation re- 
sulted in people drifting toward the larger 
churches in the population centers for the satis- 
faction of spiritual and social needs. The rural 
community centers of a schoolhouse and a 
church or two have almost disappeared - much to 
the detriment of the quality of life that was once 
enjoyed in a close-knit community. 


Controversy and Division 

In the latter part of the 1800's, dissension 
arose in the Baptist ranks concerning "Land- 
markism" and procedural policies dealing with 
missions and representation in associations, 
which led to a division of the State Convention. 
This resulted in the organization of the State As- 
sociation of Missionary Baptist Churches in 
1901. Echoes of the philosophic differences 
reached down into the local associations. In 1902 
the Fayetteville Association refrained from an 
endorsement of the Arkansas Baptist Conven- 
tion or of the Association of Missionary Baptist 
Churches. Churches of the Fayetteville Baptist 
Association continued to cooperate in all phases 
of the activity until 1918, when the local 
churches divided on the issues in question. 

In 1918, 25 churches were represented in 
the 48th annual meeting held at Oakland Baptist 
Church. Soon after this meeting, the churches at 
Fayetteville, Prairie Grove, Springdale, and West 
Fork withdrew to organize the Washington Co. 
Baptist Association, now the Washington- 
Madison Co. Association. 

In succeeding years, other churches chose 
to join the new association, but the enrollment of 
the Fayetteville Baptist Association remained 
stable, ranging from 16 to 23 or more churches 
until 1950 when another division occurred. At 
the 80th Annual session at Oakland Baptist 
Church, an issue of affiliation of churches at the 
national level caused a division of fellowship in 
which Central, Little Elm, and Sycamore Baptist 
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Churches chose to retain their identity with the 
American Baptist Association of Missionary 
Baptist Churches. 

The majority of the churches elected to af- 
filiate with a new association called the North 
American Baptist Association. Each local fac- 
tion retained the name "Fayetteville Baptist As- 
sociation,” but identified their relationship to a 
national association. The three remaining 
churches of the parent "Fayetteville Baptist As- 
sociation" applied themselves to mission en- 
deavors, and in 1991 the association numbered 
16 churches reporting a total of 1442 members. 
The churches now affiliated (1993) with the asso- 
ciation are: 

Carthage Missionary Baptist Church, 
Carthage, MO; Central, Fayetteville; East Park, 
Stillwell, OK; Faith, Rogers; First Landmark, 
Bentonville; First Landmark, Springdale; 
Landmark, Siloam Springs; Landmark, West- 
ville; Litthke Elm, Farmington; Midway, Fairland, 
OK; New Hope Baptist Mission, Rogers; Northside 
Baptist Church, Berryville; Pleasant Grove, 
Lowell; Sycamore, Wheeler; Unity, Farmington; 
First Missionary Baptist, Huntsville 


The Fayetteville Baptist Association has 
long carried out benevolent programs with major 
support going to an orphan's home at Monticello, 
and later to the Baptist Children's Home and 
Orphanage at Texarkana. Individual churches 
have many times responded to the basic needs of 
persons suffering catastrophic events such as 
hunger, and the need for clothing and shelter in 
such places (besides local and state events) as 
Mexico, the Solomon Islands, and others. 

In the early years, few churches had Sab- 
bath or Sunday schools. One of the major pro- 
grams of the association was the establishment 
of such schools at all churches. One of the vehi- 
cles for the promotion of Sunday schools was the 
establishment of "Sunday School Conventions" 
where discussions were held on the goals, objec- 
tives, organization, and management of Sunday 
schools. The Association, at its 2nd Annual ses- 
sion, held at Walnut Grove Church, adopted a res- 
olution calling for a "Sabbath School Con- 
vention" to meet at the Fayetteville Baptist 
Church in December, 1872. The next year (1873), 
the "Sabbath School Convention" was held at the 
Centerpoint Baptist Church. Thereafter, the 
Sunday School convention rotated among vari- 
ous churches in Northwest Arkansas for a num- 
ber of years. All churches now have "Sunday 
Schools". 

Secular education also received attention 
from the Association. During the existence of the 
Shiloh Institute at Springdale, the churches were 
encouraged to contribute to its programs. The 
Ouachita Baptist College at Arkadelphia was 
given support from the local association, and 
some entering the ministry from Northwest 
Arkansas received training at that institution. 


Likewise, the Ouachita-Bentonville Academy at 
Bentonville was endorsed for support from the 
various churches of the Association. The insti- 
tutes in Northwest Arkansas were never ade- 
quately supported; thus, they lasted only a few 
years. 


Mission Programs-- 


The Great Challenge 

A pervasive philosophy of the churches 
composing the Fayetteville Baptist Association 
was the need to do mission work, to preach the 
gospel to the spiritually destitute, and to organize 
churches. Soon after its organization, the associ- 
ation, at its Third Annual Session at Mt. Zion in 
September, 1873, established an executive com- 
mittee and authorized it to employ a missionary. 
The board, composed of H. P. Greene, Pleasant 
Valley Church; J. M. Cope, Fayetteville Baptist; C. 
F. Clayton, Farmington; J. F. Hood, Valley Grove; 
? Head, Mt. Zion; and J. Jackson, Center Point, 
were not successful in obtaining a missionary for 
the 1873 year, but were successful in obtaining 
the services of W. G. Slinker, pastor of Valley 
Grove Church, on a part-time basis for the 1874 
year. He reported working 53 days, preaching 48 
sermons, witnessing 19 conversions, and baptiz- 
ing nine for which he was paid $53.00. 

Following Slinker, it was several years 
before the second missionary, C. P. Tupper, was 
employed for the 1879-1882 period. T. H. Day, 
1883-1884, W. F. Greene and Tupper, 1884-1886, 
Mack Slaughter, 1887, J. A. Smith, 1888, R. A. 
Tuel,. 1889, J. Dr Fleteher,” 130 = loo2e baie 
Adams, 1894-1896, and M. C. Harris, 1896 served 
the association successively for the years indi- 
cated. 

For the remainder of the century, the as- 
sociation did not have an appointed missionary, 
whether due to a lack of funds or availability of 
preachers, is not known. This deplorable condi- 
tion led the associational committee at the 27th 
Annual Session, meeting at Mt. Pisgah Church, 
to make the following report: "With sad heart and 
weeping eyes, your committee has nothing to re- 
port in regard to mission work. Rather there is an 
anti-mission spirit invading this body. The 
churches have refused to contribute to the sup- 
port of missions and yet claim to be missionary 
... We recommend [the employment of an efficient 
man] and that the churches raise by contribu- 
tions 25 cents per member from each church." 
Evidently, there was a general consensus of the 
need for support of missions, for in 1901, H. C. 
Winstead, J. R. Peters, E. Moss, D. L. Hood, J. W. 
Albright, and J. H. Burnett worked on a part-time 
basis as missionaries. 

The mission program picked up momen- 
tum in the early years of the new century, and one 
or more have been on the field for most of the as- 
sociational years since then. Other ministers 
who have served as missionaries include: E. K. 
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Begley (who later went to Hawaii and established 
a Missionary Baptist work there prior to World 
War II), Charles Branson, V. L. Crestman, Sam 
Claypool, J. Crawford, Dick Dearing, C. S. 
Farmer, W. C. Hamby, L. L. Johnson, Guy Lamb, 
O. L. Lierly, Vernon Lierly, H. W. Miller, Roy 
Owens, J. F. Parker, Isaac Phillips, H. E. Plumlee, 
J. W. Ray, A. N. Sanders, Kenneth Sanders, 
Charles Sellers, W. R. Sharp, and Hubert Watts. 

In recent years, mission points were es- 
tablished in Northwest Arkansas sponsored by 
individual churches and/or the Arkansas State 
Missionary Baptist Association. The missionar- 
ies who worked under this arrangement include 
Eugene Reagan, Harold Jones, Dewey Mott, Mack 
Walls, and Bill Threet. 

It is not possible to list all the names of 
all the pastors who dedicated their lives to serve 
the churches of the area, for they are many. There 
are some whose tenure of service was long and 
faithful - the following lists only a new not 
named elsewhere: Charles Ashcraft, J. T. Moore, 
Stillman Whitely, E. F. Rice, L. S. Ballard, Gomer 
Tillman, Floyd Tillman, H. M. Spyers, W. S. Lu- 
per, J. T. Boyd, E. L. Conry, W. R. Sharp, T. B. Van 
Horn, G. Bryant, Edward Smith, W. F. Green, G. P. 
Hanks, and others who struggled to deliver the 
gospel to the people. 

While pastoral leadership is essential for 
a church to be successful, lay leaders must con- 
tribute to the affairs of the churches as well as to 
associational matters to ensure continuity of 
programs and doctrine. The Fayetteville Baptist 
Association has had many lay leaders of whom 
only a few are named as follows: E. C. Conley, F. 
A. Graue, J. J. Warren, L. S. Bolen, Marion Sto- 
baugh, J. T. Duggar, W. P. Ferguson, Ray Miller, 
W. P. McLane, Frank Talkington, J. R. Harris, W. 
T. Blake, and A. C. Williams.27 


Elder John Mayes, Moderator of the Fayetteville 
Baptist Association, 1871-1889 

Elder John Mayes was born in Grainger 
Co., TN, June 23, 1810. He became a farmer and 
carpenter, and later a minister of the Gospel. In 
the early 1830's he married Sarah McGhee. To 
this union was born four sons and seven daugh- 
ters, two of whom died in infancy. The family 
resided briefly in Georgia in the late 1830's, but 
returned to Tennessee for a time, finally migrat- 
ing to Arkansas in 1847 or early 1848, where they 
established residence in White River Township in 
southeastern Washington Co. 

John Mayes was converted in 1842, and as 
a lay church member soon demonstrated his ded- 
ication to service for the Lord. On the upper stem 
of the Middle Fork of White River, Mayes took a 
leadership role in the organization of Mount 
Zion United Baptist Church, Oct. 9, 1848. He, his 
wife Sarah and daughter Martha joined the 
church as charter members. He served the church 
as clerk and as a delegate to associational meet- 
ings. In October, 1853, Mayes was elected clerk of 


the Fayetteville United Baptist Association, a po- 
sition he held for several years. 

In the early 1850's the Mayes family 
moved to a location about two miles south of 
Fayetteville. In August of 1854 they were dis- 
missed from Mount Zion Church to go into the 
organization of the Fayetteville Missionary 
Baptist Church (now First Baptist). Eld. C. H. 
Bootright, missionary of the Fayetteville United 
Baptist Assoc., assisted in the organization of the 
church at the home of John and Sarah Mayes. 
Mayes, at this time, was a licensed minister and 
served as pastor of the new church. This church 
presumably ordained him as a minister, but 
church records were lost during the Civil War. He 
served as pastor of the Fayetteville Baptist 
Church for several years, and was responsible for 
reviving the church following the Civil War. In 
1880-81 and again in 1885-86, he served the 
church as interim pastor. Other churches that 
Eld. Mayes pastored were: New Hope, Center 
Point, New Prospect (Sulphur City), Ephesus, 
Middle Fork, Valley Grove (Elkins), Liberty 
(Springdale) and West Fork. Besides the Mount 
Zion and Fayetteville Baptist churches, he also 
led in the organization of the Van Buren Baptist 
Church and New Prospect Baptist Church at 
Sulphur City. 


Ee 


Elder John Mayes 


Eld. Mayes participated in associational 
activities throughout his ministerial career. In 
addition to the positions previously mentioned, 
he served as clerk of the short-lived Northwest- 
ern Arkansas Missionary Baptist Association. 
Following the Civil War, he was active in the 
Bentonville Baptist Association until 1871. At 
the organizational meeting of the Fayetteville 
Baptist Association in November, 1871, he repre- 
sented the Fayetteville Baptist Church. He was 
elected moderator of the new association, a posi- 
tion he held until the 18th Annual Session held 
at Shady Grove Baptist Church, Oct. 11, 1889. He 
presided at the opening session, but because of 
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poor health was not able to remain at the associ- 
ational meeting. After a few impressive remarks 
and a fervent prayer for the cause of Christ and 
for the success of the association, he asked to be 
excused. 

The hand of Christian fellowship was ex- 
tended to Eld. Mayes, and a liberal contribution 
of money was made to help him in his decline of 
life. Two weeks later, Oct. 26, 1889, Eld. Mayes 
departed this life to his eternal reward. As a min- 
ister and pastor, he exemplified the ultimate 
level of dedication to service in observing the 
command, "Go ye into all the World and preach 
the Gospel." 


Owen David Slaughter 

Owen David Slaughter, a doctor, commu- 
nity leader and Baptist minister, was born April 
14, 1828 in Mississippi, and moved to Arkansas 
with his family prior to the Civil War. O. D., as he 
was known, was ordained as minister by East 
Union Baptist Church, Pulaski Co., Ark., De- 
cember 21, 1862. 

He appeared in Washington Co. about 
1866, settling in the Habberton Community, 8 
miles east of Fayetteville. In 1868 he attended the 
Sth Annual Session of the Bentonville Baptist 
Association. In this association he became ac- 
quainted with John Mayes and other Baptist 
ministers of the area. With them he assisted in 
the organization of the Fayetteville Baptist As- 
sociation. He was a leader in associational af- 
fairs until his death, December 27, 1907. He 
served as pastor of Eureka, Friendship, Mt. Ver- 
non and Shady Grove churches. 


Little Elm Missionary Baptist Church, 
Farmington 

Little Elm MBC has its origins in the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, of Farmington, orga- 
nized about 1837. The church met in a log build- 
ing which presumably served as a community 
center. The records of the small church were lost 
during the Civil War, thus nothing is known of its 
activities during the first 35 years of existence. 

Following the Civil War, former members 
activated what was known as Farmington 
Baptist Church. In 1872 the church affiliated 
with the Fayetteville Baptist Association at its 
second annual meeting. From 1872 to 1880, John 
Mayes, J. B. Harolson, T. P. Boone and M. Smith 
served as pastors. 

Presumably, for some cause the church 
was in a weakened condition in 1880, since it did 
not represent in the annual associational meet- 
ing. Also, the associational missionary, C. P. 
Tupper, spent a short time working in the Farm- 
ington area in 1880 which indicated a need for a 
revival of church effort. 

As a result of evangelistic efforts by T. H. 
Day, a pastor of Baptist churches near the Farm- 
ington area, an organizational council was called 


in late April, 1881, for the purpose of organizing 
a church at Little Elm Springs near Bethel Grove, 
about four miles SW of Farmington. Day was 
chosen as chairman of the organizational coun- 
cil and R. H. Clayton was elected clerk. Charter 
members of the new church were: T. H. Day, D. K. 
Clevenger, C. T. Clayton, James Jackson, M. W. 
Marrs, Mary J. Clayton, Anice M. Dat, Sallie 
Beaver, Lucy Slaughter, Belle Gibson and Mary 
Shelley. Three converts, Lizzie Clayton, John 
Slaughter and James Shelley were accepted for 
baptism. 

The family names listed show linkage be- 
tween the former Farmington Baptist Church 
and Little Elm Church. Also, joint ownership of 
the church property in Farmington by Little Elm 
continued to 1893. The old property at Farming- 
ton was sold to the Free Masons in 1893 and the 
proceeds used for Home Missions and to aid 
churches in the Prairie Grove, Providence and 
Double Springs communities. 

The Little Elm Church constructed its 
first building at Bethel Grove, where it met until 
1906 when it moved to its present location, about 
3 miles SW of Farmington. Church growth re- 
quired the addition of classrooms in 1950, and 
again in 1965. A new auditorium was built in 
1959, and the old sanctuary was converted into 
classrooms. 

A parsonage was constructed on the 
church grounds in 1957. Additional land was 
purchased to allow for the expansion of the 
church plant and to allow for parking. In 1976 
the church entered into another building pro- 
gram, which provided the present auditorium, 
which was completed in 1977. The previous audi- 
torium was remodeled to provide additional 
classroom space. 


Sycamore Baptist Church 
Fayetteville 
Sycamore Missionary Baptist Church was 
organized April 29, 1917, by Missionary O. L. 
Lierly. The Providence Baptist Church extended 
an "arm" to aid in the organization. The seven 
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charter members were: E. F. and Nettie Page, J. W. 
and Emily Hulse, W. C., Clara and Sara Hamby. 

The church took its name from the 
Sycamore School in which it was organized, and 
which was its home for thirty years. 

In 1945 the church elected a building 
committee: G. L. Lierly, Clyde Pearson, John 
Thomas, and Millard Ratliff. The committee be- 
gan soliciting money materials for the building. 
In 1946 one-fourth acre was purchased at 
Wheeler. The building was truly a community ef- 
fort with members and non-members contribut- 
ing money and labor. The 28 X 40 building, built 
of native oak, was completed and the first s ser- 
vices were conducted Jan. 25, 1947. In 1952 a 38 X 
40 kitchen was added and in 1959 a 38 X 40 addi- 
tion was made to the sanctuary. The present par- 
sonage was purchased in 1966. 

In September, 1971, the church elected a 
"Vision Committee" to make long-range plans for 
growth and development of the church. Fol- 
lowing recommendations of the committee, early 
in 1972 the church purchased the present 6.6 acre 
site. Construction began and friends in the com- 
munity provided 90 per-cent of the labor for the 
auditorium, completed in August, 1972. At that 
time all church activities were moved to the new 
site. Eventually the original building and the 
1953 addition were moved to the new site. The 
building was completed early in May and dedica- 
tion services were held May 26, 1974. 


Central Baptist Church 


Fayetteville 

Central Baptist Church was organized 
August 8, 1937, following an evangelistic meeting 
conducted by Roy Ward, Marvell, Ark. Eld. Ward 
served as Moderator of the organizational coun- 
cil, with Sheridan Jackson, pastor of Oakland 
Baptist Church, serving as Clerk. 

Twenty persons, including 18 from Oak- 
land Mission-ary Baptist Church, located NE of 
Fayetteville, presented themselves as charter 
members. These were: Charlotte Couch, Frank 
Harrison, Leone Harrison, H. M. Harrison, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. E. McKamey, James, Elmer, and 
Charles McKamey, Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Duggar, 
James, Velma Lee, Johnnie, Mariam, Lavelle, 
Harold and Julia Duggar, Mrs. Nettie Davidson 
and C. D. Davidson. 

After a few weeks of slow growth, in 
November, 1937, the small congregation of Trin- 
ity Baptist Church was dissolved, and thirteen of 
the members were received by Central. These 
were Mr. and Mrs. Tom O'Kelley, Hubert Morgan, 
Zella Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Hall, Norma 
Hall, Mrs. Robie Keck, Arthor Keck, Mrs. Jessie 
Snowder, Christine Mitchell and Gertrude 
Miller. In August, 1938, the pastor D. N. Jackson, 
conducted a revival meeting with twenty-one new 
members being added to the congregation. With 
these additions the church was materially 
strengthened. 


The church first met at 220 North School 
Street in a rented building, formerly used by the 
Four-Square Gospel Tabernacle. In 1939 the 
church moved to a location called White Chapel 
on South College Avenue. This location proved 
inadequate, and in 1941 the church purchased 
the Tabernacle building in which it had previ- 
ously met. Many improvements were made, but 
again the location proved inadequate. 

In 1961 the church purchased approxi- 
mately 10 acres of land at North and Gregg 
Streets in Fayetteville on which a new sanctuary 
was completed in June, 1964. A second unit was 
constructed in 1966. In 1954 the first parsonage 
was built on east North Street, which was used 
until a new parsonage was constructed on the 
church grounds in 1976. 

Central has been active in the organiza- 
tion if new churches of like faith. In April, 1944, 
the church sponsored the organization of the 
Summers Missionary Baptist Church near Lin- 
coln. On October 11, 1954, the church sponsored a 
mission work which resulted in the establish- 
ment of First Landmark of Springdale. In the 
spring of 1960, a mission effort was begun in 
Truman. With the guidance of Eugene Reagan and 
sponsored by Central Church, the mission 
moved to Jonesboro, and on June 29, 1961, Grace 
Missionary Baptist Church of Jonesboro was or- 
ganized. 

After this reached a level of self-suffi- 
ciency, Eld. Reagan, sponsored by Central Baptist 
and Grace Baptist of Jonesboro, established a 
mission at Siloam Springs, This effort culmi- 
nated in the organization of Landmark Baptist 
Church of Siloam Springs. 

In addition to the organization of 
churches, leaders from Central assisted Mis- 
sionary Eugene Reagan during the late 1950's in 
the restoration of Pleasant Grove Church, NW of 
Lowell, one of the oldest churches in Benton Co.. 

The pastor of Central, Edgar A. Sharver, 
assisted Roy Reid, pastor of Pauline at Monti- 
cello, in developing the concept of the Missionary 
Baptist Student Fellowship. The first MBSF was 
organized at Pauline, Monticello, with Central 
organizing an MBSF soon after for students on 
the University of Arkansas campus. 


Unity Missionary Baptist Church 
Farmington 

Pastors of churches in the Fayetteville 
area led in determining the feasibility of organiz- 
ing a new Missionary Baptist Church at 
Farmington in 1965. After a meeting on Decem- 
ber 2, 1965, Edward Smith, then pastor of 
Sycamore Baptist Church at Wheeler, resigned 
the church and they in turn endorsed him as mis- 
sionary to work with the Farmington mission. 

Eugene Reagan, a State Missionary, pro- 
vided guidance on organizational procedures. On 
January 6, 1966, Unity Missionary Baptist 
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Church was organized with twenty-one members 
from four area Missionary Baptist Churches. 

The first few meetings were held in pri- 
vate homes. A vacant commercial building was 
rented to serve as a sanctuary until a church 
building could be erected. Construction was rapid 
and the first services were held in the new build- 
ing on May 1, 1966. 


First Landmark Missionary 


Baptist Church, Springdale 

First Landmark MBC, Springdale, was or- 
ganized Dec. 6, 1954, sponsored by Central MBC, 
Fayetteville. 

Charter members were Kenneth Sharver, 
Lillie Sharver, James Selley and Alma Selley, 
who came by letter from Central at Fayetteville, 
and T. N. Barker, who joined by statement. 

During the early months the church met 
in the local Legion Hut. Before the end of 1955 the 
church purchased a former church building lo- 
cated on Highway 412 East, which is the present 
location. During the second year repairs were 
made to the concrete building. Six new members 
were received by the church. 

Bro. Eugene Reagan, who had been called 
as Missionary Pastor from Hillsboro, Texas, was 
endorsed and accepted as an Arkansas State 
Missionary. This was the beginning of Bro. Rea- 
gan's impressive service as a missionary in NW 
Arkansas. 

In 1971 the church embarked on the com- 
pletion of the master plan by constructing a new 
auditorium. The church plant now provided a 
worship center, adequate classroom space, a fel- 
lowship hall, kitchen, and restrooms. The build- 
ing was completed in early 1972 and dedication 
services were held in March. 

The church sponsored the organization of 
Sulphur Bend (now known as Midway) MBC near 
Grove, OK, in August, 1959, with Eugene Reagan 
as missionary pastor. In July, 1988, the church 
voted to sponsor a mission work in Vaquerra, 
Mexico, with Oscar Flores as missionary pastor. 


First Landmark Missionary 


Baptist Church, Bentonville 

First MBC of Bentonville had its begin- 
ning in 1974 as a mission sponsored by Little 
Elm Baptist Church of Farmington. Bro. Mac 
Walls served as missionary pastor. 

Early meetings were held in Bro. Walls' 
mobile home. The mission eventually moved to 
the American Legion Hut. In 1976 the mission 
embarked on a building program at 1106 N.W. 
10th Street. In 1978 the present auditorium and 
Sunday School rooms were constructed with the 
first sanctuary converted into church offices, fel- 
lowship hall and auxiliary functions. 

The mission was formally organized into 
a church on May 14, 1977, with 43 charter mem- 
bers. 


Huntsville Missionary Baptist Church 

This church began as a mission June 1, 
1979, with Dewey Mott as missionary pastor. 
First Landmark MBC, Bentonville, was the spon- 
sor. The mission began with five members. Bro. 
Mott was supported by the State Association and 
also the Fayetteville Association. 

In late 1979 the mission and sponsoring 
church purchased two acres of land in the SW sec- 
tor of Huntsville, where a 30 X 120 foot sanctuary 
was built. 

The mission was organized into a church 
January 5, 1986. Following the organization, 
Dewey Mott resigned as missionary pastor, to 
initiate a new mission effort at Rogers. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, 
Siloam Springs 

Landmark MBC was organized April 9, 
1965 under the direction and authority of Central 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville. The initial action 
toward the establishment of the church began 
when Eld. Eugene Reagan, a State Missionary, 
endorsed by Grace MBC of Jonesboro, moved to 
Siloam Springs. A mission Sunday School was 
organized and mid-week prayer services and 
Bible studies were begun. 

A group of eleven members, plus the mis- 
sionary pastor began meeting at 513 East Main. 
The next place of worship was the Prairie View 
Community building for about one year, until the 
present church plant on 2.5 acres at 1705 1/2 So. 
Mt. Olive was built in 1967. An educational wing, 
library, Sunday School office and fellowship 
hall have been added. 

In 1992 ground was broken for a new 
sanctuary, offices, and nurseries, to be added to 
the existing educational wing. This building was 
dedicated on Sep. 26, 1993. 

A three bedroom parsonage, located at 
1915 West Granite, was purchased in 1985. 

Pastors of Landmark include Brethren 
James Jones, Edgar Sutton, Tom Scarlett, Bill 
Threet, Robbie Horn, and Danny Fudge. 

Landmark was the sponsoring Church for 
a mission begun in 1975 in Tahlequah, OK. On 
April 11, 1981, the church was organized with 75 
members. The church has also sponsored a mis- 
sionary in Saltillo, Mexico. 


Westville Landmark 


Missionary Baptist Church 

Westville Landmark Missionary Baptist 
Church was organized Nov. 13, 1959 as an out- 
reach of churches in the Fayetteville Baptist As- 
sociation and other churches in Eastern Okla- 
homa. 

Thirteen persons, all but one from Old 
Baptist Mission, north of Westville, presented 
themselves as charter members: Thomas Bright, 
A. C. and Lena Johnson, Clarence Johnson, J. J. 
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and Maudie McRee, Oliver and Laura Self, 
Tommy Self, Treva Self, Everett and Elsie Willis, 
and Bobby Willis. 

The congregation met in the home of A. C. 
Johnson, and later moved to the Oak Hill Com- 
munity House. A permanent building site was lo- 
cated near the Arkansas-Oklahoma line where 
the sanctuary and parsonage are located. 

Eld. J. J. McRee was called as the first pas- 
tor and Elsie Willis was elected as the first clerk. 


Midway Missionary Baptist Church 
Fairland, OK 

First Landmark MBC, Springdale, spon- 
sored the organization in August, 1959, of Sul- 
phur Bend MBC, near Fairland, OK. The group of 
people had been holding services in Sulphur Bend 
School House for a year or more. 

Eld. Eugene Reagan, Arkansas State Mis- 
sionary, led in the organization, and served as 
pastor from the organization until April, 1961. 
Charter members were: Ted Oakley, Meta Jo 
Oakley, Kay Chastain Cauthon, Howard and Elsie 
Chastain, Irwin White, Jr., Betty White, Steve 
McGorder, Stella Brokaw, Jim Creason and Ida 
Creason. 

In May, 1960, Howard and Elsie Chastain 
donated land on U. S. Highway 59 between Grove 
and Afton, OK, on which the present church 
building was constructed. The first services were 
conducted in the new building on Dec. 24, 1961, 
and the name of the church was changed to Mid- 
way Missionary Baptist Church. 


Eastpark Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church, Stilwell, OK 


Eastpark MBC began as a mission effort 
sponsored by Tahlequah Landmark MBC, Sep. 
15, 1982. The mission began with 22 members 
enrolled. In September, 1985, Little Elm Baptist 
Church assumed sponsorship of the mission, 
with Harold Jones as Mission Pastor. He served 
as pastor until 1987. 

On Oct. 7, 1985 the mission group was or- 
ganized into a church. Charter members were: 
Harold and Alta Jones, Mildred Ford, Faye Tut- 
tle, Diane Tuttle, Yvonne Tuttle, Stanley Creel, 
Norman Luethje, Wilma Luethje, Dwayne 
Luethje, Anna Luethje, Norma Luethje, Carol 
Luethje and Diane Baster. 


First Missionary Baptist Church 


Huntsville 
The mission was organized June 1, 1979, 
with Dewey Mott as missionary pastor. The 
sponsoring church was First Landmark MBC, 
Bentonville. 
In late 1979 the mission and sponsoring 
church purchased two acres of land in the south- 


west sector of Huntsville on which a 30 X 120 foot 
sanctuary was built. 

The church was organized Jan. 5, 1986. 
Charter members were: Larry, Susan, Jana and 
Scott Bates; Ed, Lulabell and Steve Tilghman; 
Michael and Tamara Mott; DeWayne, Barbara 
and Todd Mott; Charles and Doris Snow; Charles 
and Karen Yohu; Clarence and Connie Struble; 
Bessie Plank; Dee Hamilton; Bill Smith; Nellie 
Means; Ruth Parsons; Lena Davis; Mozell Led- 
better; Sue Parsons; Gary and Cheryl Sutton; Ve- 
nis Lovett; Roy and Rutha Struble, George and 
Iola Ruth Keys; Ramona Armer; Camille Struble; 
Gail Magly; Jack, Jerry and Verna Cook; Lucille 
Haught; Deloris Calico; Dale, Mary, Wayne and 
Jackie Owens; Bryon Parsons; and Janelle Led- 
better. 

Dewey Mott served as missionary pastor 
until February, 1986. In Feb., 1986, the church 
initiated a new mission effort on New Hope Road 
at Rogers, with Dewey Mott, as missionary pas- 
tor. 


Carthage Missionary Baptist Church 
Carthage, MO 

The Carthage MBC began as a mission in 
July, 1972, sponsored by Pine Forest MBC of 
Crossett. The mission was formally organized 
into a church on July 13, 1974, with Eld. Bill 
Wilson as missionary pastor. 

Charter members were: Larry Cleveland, 
Betty Cleveland Campbell, Michael Edwards, 
Vicky Eulow, Hadley Eulow, Hollis Hency, 
Shirley Hency, Dana Hency, Kim Hency, Stephen 
Hency, Deanna Hency, Bill Kennedy, Tommy 
Kennedy, Margaret Kennedy, Jana Kennedy, 
Kathy Kennedy, Pearl Ogle, Tom Ogle, Leroy 
Payne, Kaye Payne, ‘CharlésyScott.sGlyde 
Slinkard, Cleo Slinkard, Ron Smith, Marcia 
Smith, Peggy Steverson, William Wilson, Joann 
Wilson, Joseph Wilson and William Wilson, Jr. 

Pastors of the church have included E]- 
ders Forest B. Arnold, Claude Fox, Herbert Tim- 
mons and Loma Burrell. 

The mission began in a former school- 
house located about 1.5 miles west of Carthage. 
The church purchased the building and remod- 
eled it into a comfortable structure for worship 
purposes. 
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First Union Association 


The first available minute is for 1874, 
which was the Third Session. 

However, in the 1872 minute of the 
Columbia Association, the Committee on Docu- 
ments stated, "Find petitions from the following 
churches for letters of dismission, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a new association, and we rec- 
ommend their request be granted: 

Mt. Zion, Mt. Olive, Pleasant Hill, Provi- 
dence # 2, Sarepta, Macedonia # 2, Pleasant 
Grove # 2, Corinth, College Hill, Lebanon, Union, 
Falcon, Mt. Pisgah, Mt. Nebo, and Shiloh # 1. 

We do not have a minute from the 1873 
Columbia Association. However, in 1874 Eld. J. 
T. Downs, from the Union Association preached 
and Correspondence was returned to the Union 
Association. Thus, it would appear the churches 
of the Union Association had been fellowshiping 
in the Columbia Association, and the new asso- 
ciation was formed with the blessings of the 
Columbia Association. 


1874 

The 1874 meeting was held with Macedo- 
nia Church, Hempstead Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. W.H.H. King from 
Matt. 5:14. 

Eld. Joseph J. Byers was elected as 
Moderator and B. W. Bourland as Clerk. Eld. 
Byers was pastor of the Corinth and Union 
Churches. 

Corresponding messengers were wel- 
comed from the Columbia Association. Corre- 
spondence was approved with the Columbia, Lib- 
erty and Red River Associations. 

Others preaching included Elders S. C. 
Edwards, R. B. Bryan, J. B. Permenter from Matt. 
9:12, C. Edwards from II Tim. 2:19, J. R. Willis 
from Jolin 9:25." Bed. Carter from’ Eph? 2:16, 
MEH King from Pet. Il 1.1.0. butcher trom 
Psalm 1, J. R. Willis from Rom. 8:28, and John 
Aaron from Rev. 22:17. 

A letter of dismission was granted the 
Providence (No. 2) Church. 

The following resolution was made: "That 
in view of the manifest neglect of the Sabbath- 
school interest within the bounds of this 
Association, together with the indis 


putable importance of the work, we recommend 
the churches to encourage and foster Sabbath- 
schools, that our children may be instructed in 
the doctrine of the word of God, and reaching still 
higher the ground of Bible schools, where old as 
well as young may study together, in a familiar 
way, the sacred scriptures." 

Thus closed the third session of the Union 
Baptist Association 

Ordained Ministers 

James R. Willis, Falcon, Nevada Co. 

Joseph P. Downs, Falcon, Nevada Co. 

W.H.H. King, Liberty, Ouachita Co. 

D. E. McGraw, Mt. Moriah, Nev. Co. 

John Aaron, Boughton, Nevada Co. 

T. J. Butcher, Boughton, Nevada Co. 

Henry Haynes, Hope, Hempstead Co. 

John O. Luck, College Hill, Col. Co. 

Joseph J. Byers, Falcon, Nevada Co. 

Stephen Box, Liberty, Ouachita Co. 

Tilman Howell, Boughton, Nev. Co. 


1875 
The 1875 meeting was held with Mt. Olive 
Baptist Church, four miles south of Rosston, 
Nevada Co. 
1876 
The 1876 meeting was held with Corinth 
Church, four miles west of Falcon 


1877 

The 1877 meeting was held with Mt. Pis- 
gah Church, 15 miles north of Falcon. Eld. W.M. 
Borum preached the Introductory Sermon from 
John 16:7-8. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
White Oak Grove, DeAnn, and Shady Grove, 
Prescott. 

Eld. J.T. Downs was elected as Moderator, 
and Eld. J.J. Byers was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Red River and Columbia Associations. 

Others preaching were Elders T. B. Espy, 
"Unity of the Church, M.D. Early from Psalm 
84:11, and W.M. Borum from Jude 3. 

The publications report recommended 
The Western Baptist, published at Little Rock by 
Eld. T.B. Espy, also the Baptist, published at 
Memphis, TN, by Eld. J.R. Graves. 


1877 Statistical Table 

Churches Pastors Clerks Messengers P.O. MB 
Bethsadia T.J. Butcher A.C. Jackson A. Patterson Bluff City Ay 
CollegeHill D.M. Mullens’ J.E. Askew J.O. Luck, J.E. Askew College Hill 20 
Corinth J.T. Downs J.W. Daily J.W. May Falcon 45 
Falcon J.T. Downs Jed) PelE Ji oPelt Falcon 27 
Harmony D.E. McGraw LL.M. Dodson _ E. Hersey, L.M. Dodson, Emmet 18 

».F. Snell 

Lebanon 
Mt. Pisgah J.J. Byers B.S. Almand B.S. Almand, J.M. Munn, Prescott 105 


J.T. Crain 
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Macedonia C.P.Swinney J.B. Wilson J.T. Downs, J.J. Haynes Hope 98 
Mt. Olive J.T. Downs J.F. Wallace John Ball, A.T. Bailey Bourland's 51 
Store 
Mt. Nebo J.W. Landes J.F. Powell G.B. Kitchens Hope 17 
Providence J.T. Downs J.A. Phillips F.A. Martin Spring Hill 39 
Pleasant T.J. Butcher W.J. Carter M.E. Harvey, H.C. Wood, Bluff City 64 
Grove E.S. Carter 
Pilgrim's Rest D.E.McGraw W.S. Brown AJ. Cole, W.C. Vineyard, Prescott 21 
W.A. McKee 
Pleasant Hill R.B. Bryan J.B. Malone W.B. Reasons Bourland's 23 
Store 
Mt. Zion J.J. Byers L. Hitt L.H. Hitt, W.S. McDanal, Bourland's 31 
J. R. Hardy Store 
Hope M.D. Early F. Johnson M.H. Bowden, B.H. John- Hope 81 
son, G. Bowden 
Shiloh R.B. Bryan DNS NIX J.W. Landes Hurricane 30 
Hill 
Union J.J. Byers J. Parker J.J. Byers, S.S. McDarrel, Bourland'’s 112 
J.T. Bennet Store 
White Oak J.J. Byers J.J. Osteen J.J. Osteen, T.F. Fisher, Hope 80 
Grove J.W. Harris 
Shady Grove R.J. Hall Wm. Jones B.J. Hall, R. Barham Prescott 21 
Prescott O.S. Jones A.S. Jones, T. J. Butcher, Prescott 13 
W.M. White 
1878 field, and has received for services thus rendered 


The 1878 meeting was held with Union 

Church, 12 miles north of Falcon 
1879 

The 1879 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Grove Church, 16 miles NE of Rosston. Eld. J. J. 
Byers preached the Introductory Sermon from I 
Tim. 3:15. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Shova Springs and Zion Hill. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Caroline, Liberty, Judson, and Red River 
Associations. 

Others preaching included Eld. B. Hults- 
man, Judson Assoc., W. A. Forbes, Caroline 
Assoc., and J. D. Jameson, Liberty Assoc. 

A Sabbath School Convention was ar- 
ranged to meet at Union Church in November 
"that the different churches in the bounds of the 
association, be requested to represent themselves 
in said convention." 

Representatives were appointed to the 
Baptist State Convention. 

A resolution was presented recommend- 
ing the Arkansas Baptist, edited by Joshua Hill at 
Beebe. 

Eld. A. J. Cummings had worked as a local 
missionary. The report stated "he has labored as- 
siduously...sinners awakened--mourners com- 
forted, and the churches strengthened in the 
faith,..." 

The Home Mission Board reported, "Our 
missionary has labored three months in the 


$110.75. He has visited and held protracted meet- 
ings at seven churches, also held meetings in four 
destitute sections, has assisted in the organiza- 
tion of one church, and baptized and witnessed 
the baptism of forty persons. 

The Committee on Documents reported, 
"The term delegate appears in several letters, this 
we view as being objectionable, as a delegated 
power cannot be delegated." 

The Committee on Education recom- 
mended "join our Sister Associations in a joint 
effort for the upbuilding of a Denominational 
School at Arkadelphia for the education of our 
young Ministers..." 

1881 

The 1881 meeting was held with Mt. Olive 

Church, 20 miles north of Magnolia 
1882 

The 1882 meeting was held with Shover 

Springs Church, 5 miles south of Hope 
1884 

The 1884 meeting was held with Bodcaw 
Church, 8 miles NW of Falcon. Eld. T. J. Butcher 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Eph. 2:8- 
9: 

Eld. J. T. Downs was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. J. Byers was elected as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Providence Church, Hempstead Co. 

J. H. Bennett was seated as a correspond- 
ing messenger from the Red River Assoc. Corre- 
sponding messengers were appointed to the Red 
River, Columbia, South West, and Judson Asso- 
ciations. 

Others preaching were Elders J. T. Downs, 
J. W. Harris, J. J. Byers, and J. N. Acker. 
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Delegates were elected to the Baptist State 
Convention. 

The Sunday School report concluded, 
"Then there is a manifest want of a proper sense 
of individual responsibility, especially with par- 
ents and church members. Is it not criminal to let 
the Sunday school convention languish? It 
should not be an invalid on our hands. It should 
be made vigorous and useful, or it should be ex- 
terminated." 

The Committee on Pastoral support 
stated, "We do not believe there is a church in our 
Association that has the office of Pastor on the 
proper relationship with the church. 

"We recommend that a Deacon's and Pas- 
tor's meeting be held with the work of the Sunday 
School Convention." 

The Executive Board reported they met on 
May 17, 1884, and "employed Bro. J. N. Acker for 
three and a half months at $40 per month. Bro. 
Acker reported 96 sermons preached, 19 exhorta- 
tions, 32 prayer meetings, 6 baptisms and one 
church organized. 

1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Mt. Zion, 

four miles east of Rosston, Nevada Co. 
1889 

The 1889 meeting was held with Round 

Oak Church, 8 miles north of Stephens 


1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with Shiloh 

Church, near Buckner 
1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with Macedo- 
nia Church, Hempstead Co. Eld. W. J. Walthall 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Dan. 2:4, 
"The Setting Up of the Kingdom." 

Eld. James E. Askew was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. R. H. Mitchell was elected as 
Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders L. H. Hitt, 
Red River Assoc., R. H. Mitchell from Ezek. 28:10, 
Z. T. Rogers, H. T. Haynes, J. B. Searcy, from Isa. 
52:10, Cannon, and W. A. Clark, from John 
17:21-11, "The Union of God's People." 

The Literature Committee recommended 
the Arkansas Baptist, edited by Dr. W. A. Clark 
"as a sound paper in doctrine. For Sunday 
schools we would recommend Kind Words pub- 
lished at Nashville, TN... as a Song Book, the 
Harvest Bells by Bro. W. E. Penn." 

The standing committee on Ouachita Col- 
lege made their report. They reported 306 pupils, 
and 15 young ministers were enrolled for the sev- 
enth session. Prof. J. W. Conger "gave an able and 
appropriate lecture." 

The Committee on Documents reported 
132 baptisms and a total membership of 1937. 

Eld. J. B. Searcy, pastor at Hope, was ap- 
pointed as a delegate to represent in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Five delegates were ap- 
pointed to the State Convention. 


1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Bluff 

Springs, near Mt. Moriah, Nevada Co. 
1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Union 
Church at Rosston. Eld. R. B. Devine, Columbia 
Assoc., preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Heb. 11:25: 

J. H. Black was elected as Moderator and 
Eld. R. H. Mitchell as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders J. W. Biddie, 
P. M. Compton, W. J. Walthall, Columbia Assoc., 
W. R. Story from Mark 15:16, J. J. Haynes, Red 
River Assoc., from John 19:21, Henry Harris, J. 
N. Acker, W. R. Barham, A. J. Meador, and C. T. 
Wilson. 

The Committee on Temperance made an 
unusual report, "The tobacco habit is an unnatu- 
ral acquirement,... It befouls the breath, be- 
smears and soils the body, and depresses the 
brain,... We would therefore beg the brothers and 
sisters not to indulge in the loathsome and un- 
godly practice. 

"Rum...should not be indulged in by any 
good citizen, much less a Baptist; and while it is a 
fact to be lamented that some of our churches are 
too lenient upon this subject. Therefore, we rec- 
ommend that the churches and pastors plant 
themselves squarely on Bible grounds in refer- 
ence to this great evil." 

The Committee on Documents reported 32 
churches in the Association, 235 received by bap- 
tism, and 182 by letter, for a total membership of 
2,050. 

Shiloh Church requested dismission 
from the Association. 


1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Mt. Olive 
Church, 3 miles south of Rosston. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. C. T. Wilson. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Hope , Sayre, and Shiloh Church, Hope. 

Others preaching were Elders J. H. Ben- 
nett from Mark 14:41-42, J. T. Downs, and T. C. 
Swofford. A Sunday School Mass Meeting was led 
by Prof. J. W. Conger. 

The Education Committee recommended 
"that Union Association establish a high school 
of learning within its bounds; we would further 
recommend that this body appoint a committee 
of five or seven to take the matter under consid- 
eration... for the school to open immediately af- 
ter the next sitting of this body." 

The Committee on Ouachita College re- 
ported an enrollment of 284 pupils, which in- 
cluded 22 young ministers. 


1896 
The 1896 meeting was held with Shover 
Springs Church, five miles SE of Hope. Eld. R. H. 
Mitchell preached the Introductory Sermon from 
I Thess. 5:23, on "Sanctification." 
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J. H. Black was Moderator and Eld. R. H. 
Mitchell was clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Biddie's Chapel. 

Also preaching were Elders A. Patterson, 
M. D. Armstrong, T. C. Swofford from Luke 16:14, 
C. W. Stricklin from John 3:16, J. W. Biddie, J. J. 
Haynes, and T. A. Middlebrook. 

Churches reporting Sunday Schools: New 
Home, Bodcaw #2, Providence #2, Liberty, Hope, 
and White Oak Grove. 

The Committee on Ouachita College re- 
ported, "We recommend to our State Convention 
the advisability of endowing a theological chair 
for the benefit of our young ministers." 

The Education Board reported they had 
located the school at Bodcaw #2 Church. The 
community had provided five acres of land, 
$950.50 for erection of buildings, and had guar- 
anteed the patronage of $325 per year for three 
years. A contract of $1,400 was awarded for 
building. 

The committee stated, "The building is 
complete and is a splendid structure. We have not 
so far been able to seat or otherwise furnish and 
equip the building. 

"At a meeting of your board held Aug. 29, 
1896, we decided not to attempt to open school 
until Sep. 1, 1897." 

The Orphans Home Committee reported 
on the development of the Monticello Home. 
They stated, "Money is still needed to put a fence 
around the farm... Mrs. Hyatt is the superinten- 
dent and matron, working without pay, and is 
now ready to receive a limited number of chil- 
dren." 

As was typical is most of the local associ- 
ations, a resolution was introduced dealing with 
"the Whitsett affair”: 

"Resolved, That the Union Baptist Asso- 
ciation, believing Professors W. H. Whitsett and 
E. C. Dorgan, president and professor of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, of 
Louisville, Ky., are unsound in Baptist history 
and doctrine, therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That we withdraw any support 
or recognition of said school as long as Profes- 
sors Whitsett and Dorgan remain in its employ- 
ment. 

"That we advise the churches of this As- 
sociation not to employ any preacher as pastor 
who defends the vagaries of these professors." 

Ordained Ministers 

W. R. Barham, Prescott; J. W. Biddie, Wallaceburg; 
T. C. Swofford, Hope; A. Patterson, Chidester; J. 
W. Erwin, Mt. Moriah; C. T. Wilson, Hope; P. M. 
Compton, Falcon; R. H. Mitchell, Brisbane; W. R. 
Story, Shova Springs; M. M. Baxter, Spring Hill; 
T. A. Middlebrook, Arkadelphia; A. J. Meador, 
Bluff City; M. D. Armstrong, Laneburg; W. M. 
Hylton, Ogaman; W. J. Wingfield, Prescott; W. C. 
Felts, Garlandville; J. T. Downs, Register; W. H. 
Harris, DeAnn. 


1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Laneburg 
Church, Nevada Co., 12 miles south of Prescott. 
Eld. J. W. Erwin preached the Introductory Ser- 
mon from Matt. 16:18. 

J. H. Black was Moderator and Eld. R. H. 
Mitchell was Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Mineral Springs Church. 

Visitors were seated from the Caroline 
and Friendship Associations. 

Others preaching were Elders J. H. 
Brockman, J. W. Biddie from John 17:18, W. R. 
Story from Matt. 24:14, W. Theo Smith, D. E. 
Gambrell from Rom. 8:14, "Office Work of the 
Holy Spirit," J. J. Haynes, Red River Assoc., 
Hamilton, A. Patterson, and A. G. McManaway. 

Thirty-seven churches were represented, 
118 received by baptism, and total membership 
of 2,250. Seven churches reported Sunday 
Schools: Providence #1, Providence #2, Mt. Pis- 
gah, Liberty, Hope, Bodcaw #2, and Melrose. 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"the literature published by the Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

Ouachita College reported an enrollment 
now of over 250, including 25 or 30 young minis- 
ters, and 130 music pupils. 

The Orphans Home Committee reported, 
"buildings have been completed and the doors of 
the institution opened for reception of the unfor- 
tunate orphans. Fifteen orphans are now in the 
Nome: 

The Trustees of Bodcaw High School re- 
ported the school was opened in January, 1897, 
for five months. They had contracted with Prof. 
J. F. Yandell to teach the school for a term of 
three years. 

The Whitsett controversy continued: 

"Resolution, Whereas, Dr. W. H. Whitsett, 
president of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Louisville, Ky. has published and 
still holds to statements contrary to the facts of 
Baptist History and what Baptists have believed 
and taught in all ages of the Church of Christ, 
Therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That it is the sense of this body 
that Dr. Whitsett is not a representative Baptist 
in any sense, and should not be at the head of this 
great institution of learning, Be it further 

"Resolved, That if he refuses to resign, 
that he be removed at once by the Trustees from 
his present position." 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Bethany 
Church, Spring Hill, 7 miles S. of Hope. Eld. G. B. 
Agan (Columbia Assoc.) preached the Introduc- 
tory Sermon from John 14:15. 

J. H. Black was elected as Moderator and 
Eld. R. H. Mitchell as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders W. Marian 
Davis (Columbia Assoc.) from Rom. 10:14, N. B. 
Graves from I Cor. 11:24, J. W. Biddie from John 
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9:4, E. Delaughter (Red River Assoc.), J. J. Haynes 
(Red River Assoc.) and J. P. Henry from Judges 
14:8-9. 

The Committee on Ouachita College re- 
ported, "She has an enrollment of 18 young min- 
isters which will probably be increased to 30 this 
term." The total enrollment was "over 300." 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"the Arkansas Baptist and the American Baptist 
Flag, as good sound literature and deserves our 
liberal patronage. We also recommend the use of 
the Southern Baptist Literature in our Sabbath 
schools." 

The State Mission report stated, "the state 
board has done nobly with the limited means in 
their hands." 

The Executive Board reported, "We secured 
the services of Eld. J. W. Biddie to preach in the 
destitution for four months..." He reported 60 
sermons, 7 churches visited, and 5 souls con- 
verted. 

Eld. J. P. Henry, who was pastor of the 
church at Hope, presented a resolution denounc- 
ing the writings and conclusions of W. H. Whit- 
sett: 

"His disqualification is clearly proven in 
our opinion by his persistency in holding his of- 
fice when he sees the Seminary sinking on that 
account, 

"Therefore, be it Resolved by this Associ- 
ation, That we withdraw all support from said 
Seminary until Dr. Whitsett has been removed 
from Superintendency." 

Because of the problems with the Semi- 
nary at Louisville, the Union Association re- 
solved, "That we encourage the establishment of a 
permanent theological department in our own 
Ouachita College." 

Several other Associations also re- 
sponded in this manner. 

The Association selected representatives 
to the Baptist State Convention, and also Eld. J. 
P. Henry as a representative to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Note: Even those pastors and churches 
who were loyal to the Baptist State Convention 
called for the removal of Dr. Whitsitt as president 
of the Seminary. 


1899 

The 1899 meeting of the Association was 
held with Pleasant Hill # 2, Nevada Co., 10 miles 
south of Rosston. Eld. W. R. Story preached the 
Introductory Sermon from I John 3:2. 

J. H. Black was Moderator and Eld. R. H. 
Mitchell was clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders J. H. 
Brockman, W. M. Davis, B. G. Agan, L. E. Barton; 
P. M. Compton, Falcon, and W. Ra. Barham, 
Prescott. 

The State Missions report stated, "We are 
glad that there is a greater interest in State Mis- 
sions than ever before. 


The Trustees of Bodcaw High School 
reported 42 pupils in the school now. They ex- 
pected an enrollment of 150 pupils soon. 

"On June 9, 1899, we contracted with Prof. 
A. N. Hollis, an A. B. graduate of Southern 
Normal University at Huntington, TN to teach 
the school for three years and agreed to give him 
all the proceeds arising from the School." 

The Committee on Documents reported 33 
churches represented, 111 received by baptism, 
and 121 by letter. Sunday Schools were reported 
by the Bodcaw #1, Bodcaw #2, Mt. Olive, Hope, 
Liberty, Shover Springs, and Mt. Nebo Churches. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions re- 
ported, "The Foreign Mission Journal is the au- 
thorized publication of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and is absolutely indispensable to 
every Baptist who wishes to be informed on the 
work of foreign missions. We earnestly request 
all Baptists to subscribe for the Journal." 

The following resolution was passed: 
"Since confidence and discontent such as now 
reigns in some of our churches, caused by the 
teaching of the theories of the "security of the be- 
liever", "sanctification", and "sinless perfec- 
LiGil -.. 

"Resolved by this Association, that we 
emphatically condemn such teachings as un- 
scriptural... 

"Be it further resolved, that we recom- 
mend the pastors of the churches to preach on the 
above subject and show the people from a scrip- 
tural standpoint the untruthfulness of such doc- 
trine. 

"Also that the churches withdraw fellow- 
ship at once from those who endorse such heresy. 
Also that this Association withdraws from any 
church thus failing to discipline its members and 
thereby tolerating this heresy." 


1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with White 
Oak Grove, 7 miles north of Hope. Eld. J. W. Er- 
win preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Matt. 14:31. 

J. H. Black served as Moderator and Eld. 
R. H. Mitchell as Clerk. 

After the reading of the letters a challenge 
was made against the messengers of Bethsadia 
Church, and on motion the Association preferred 
a charge against Bethsadia Church for heresy, for 
retaining Eld. Kelly as pastor, who has been ex- 
cluded for preaching the doctrine of Sinless 
Perfection. After some discussion the charge was 
sustained and, on motion, the Association with- 
drew fellowship from the church. " 

Eld. J. C. Kelly was pastor, and R. H. Kirby, 
Chidester was clerk. Apparently this problem 
was the source of the resolution in the 1899 ses- 
sion. 

Elders J. G. Doyle and J. H. Milburn, 
visiting members, were invited to seats in the 
body. [both men were advocates of the Landmark 
position] 
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Both men preached at this session. Eld. 
Milburn "preached an instructive sermon on the 
subject of Bible Sanctification." Others preach- 
ing at this session were Elders L. E. Barton, T. J. 
Bennett, and P. M. Compton. 

The State Mission report noted, "There is 
widespread and growing dissatisfaction through- 
out the State on account of the seemingly exorbi- 
tant salary of the corresponding secretary, whose 
expenses in the aggregate is sufficient to employ 
three or four efficient missionaries to preach the 
gospel all the time. Therefore, it is recommended 
by this Association that the State Convention 
dispense with the office of Corresponding 
Secretary and direct the State Board to employ a 
general missionary on economical salary." 


L. E. Barton, Chairman 


The Orphan's Home report stated, "We find 
that there are 36 children in the Home that are 
being cared for... The new building is complete on 
the outside, but the board is in great need of 
means to complete the building on the inside." 

The Committee on Documents reported 31 
churches represented, with 171 additions by bap- 
tism and 82 by letter. 

The Union Baptist High School reported 
an enrollment of 150 pupils, 40 of whom are 
boarders. The High School was adding a music 
department, and promised a "class in book-keep- 
ing after Christmas if enough students want the 
subject to justify the organization." 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with Bodcaw 
#2, 6 miles north of Falcon. J. H. Black was 
Moderator and Eld. R. H. Mitchell was Clerk. We 
have no minute of this meeting. 

1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with Harmony 
Church, Emmet. Eld. J. H. Brockman preached 
the Introductory Sermon from Col. 1:23, 
"Security of the Believer." 

Eld. W. R. Barham was elected as Mod- 
erator and O. G. Quinn as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders L. B. Con- 
nell from Matt. 18:19, H.J.P. Horn, J. J. Haynes, 
W. A. Freeman on "Communion," J. R. Story, J. H. 
Milburn "Security of the Believer, or Sanctifi- 
cation," N. C. Danna, J. J. Haynes, J. T. Downs, P. 
M. Compton, H. F. Vermillion, W. W. Gardner, 
and W.W.C. Felts. 

Visiting brethren were W. R. Story, J. H. 
Milburn, H.J.P. Horn, N. C. Donna, L. B. Connell, 
J. W. Conger [President, Ouachita College], W. W. 
Gardner [Monticello Orphans' Home], H. F. Ver- 
million [Red River Assoc.] and J. C. Brown. 

Bro. G. D. Middlebrooks offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

"Whereas, There is a widespread dissatis- 
faction throughout the state on account of the 
manner in which state missions are conducted 


and in regard to a secretary at an exorbitant 
salary; 

"Therefore, be it Resolved, That it is the 
sense of this Association that the churches con- 
stituting the same should withdraw all financial 
aid from the State Baptist Convention and co-op- 
erate in mission work with the General Asso- 
ciation of churches in Arkansas." 

Bro. W. A. Freeman offered a substitute for 
the above, advising the Association to eliminate 
the whole question from the Association. 

The matter was laid over until Monday, 
when the resolution presented by Bro. Middle- 
brooks was approved. 

The Union High School reported an en- 
rollment of 175, with 40 boarders. "The building, 
whose seating capacity had to be enlarged last 
year is now free from debt, and has been thor- 
oughly refurnished this year with first-class 
desks, recitation seats and other furniture... 

"The building will be repainted and the 
grounds much improved this year. Work done in 
this school is accepted hour for hour in Ouachita 
College, and the student finishing a course of 
study here is admitted to within two years of an 
A.B. Degreeithere:, 

The State Missions report stated: 

"We are glad to report that under the plan 
adopted by the General Association, that this has 
been one of the best years of missions in the state, 
all things considered: 

"That the spread of missionary activity is 
on the increase throughout the state. Now that 
this Association has aligned itself with the Gen- 
eral Association of Arkansas, we recommend 
liberal contributions, which may be sent through 
W.C.C. Dorrough, treasurer of the General 
Association of Arkansas. We earnestly urge the 
churches to an immediate contribution to pay the 
five missionaries now in the field at the next ses- 
sion." 

The Committee was G. D. Middlebrooks, 
Hope, Chairman; W. M. Munn, Corinth, Bodcaw; 
C. G. Lassiter, Shover Springs. 

Messengers were present from 32 
churches, 115 were added by baptism, and 76 by 
letter, for a total membership of 2,091. Nine 
churches reported Sunday Schools. There were 19 
ordained ministers. 

The messengers continued to recommend 
Ouachita College, "Ouachita College is stronger 
than ever and merits our support." However, the 
Literature Committee recommended the litera- 
ture of the American Baptist Publication Society. 
"We further recommend the reading of the 
Arkansas Baptist and the American Baptist Flag, 
being sound in the faith." 


1903 
The 1903 meeting was held with Mt. Zion 
Church, Nevada Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. W. Sexton from I John 
4:8-9. 
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Eld. W. R. Barham was elected as Mod- 
erator and O. G. Quinn as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Fairview, Clerk J. E. Arnett, Clayton; and 
Union Chapel, Clerk A. J. Dickson, Waldo. 

Others preaching were Elders J. R. Erwin, 
W. C. Felts, A. H. Autry from John 3:3-4, W. A. 
Freeman, and J. T. Downs. ‘ 

The clerk noted that many of the usual re- 
ports were eliminated at this session. 


1904 

The 1904 meeting was held with Mt. Nebo 
Church, 3.5 miles SW of Patmos. Eld. J. H. 
Brockman preached the Introductory Sermon 
from Rom. 12, "Consecration to God." 

Eld. W. R. Barham served as Moderator 
and O. G. Quinn was Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Bethel Church, Columbia Co. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders G. B. Agan [Columbia Assoc.], W. C. Felts, J. 
B. Luck, W. H. Harris, W. A. Freeman, A. H. Autry 
from I Tim. 2:15, T. J. Bennett, R. W. Landes, and 
G. W. Dorman. 

Correspondence was returned to the Red 
River and Columbia Associations. 

The State Missions report was general in 
nature. 

The report on Bodcaw High School was 
lengthy. The report noted the school had one 
young man, Bro. E. B. Jones, from Mt. Nebo 
Church, who was a minister. 

The school was opened in 1896, and was 
in its sixth year, with nearly 100 boarding stu- 
dents. A new two-story building was being 
panned at a cost of "about $1,200, which will be 
paid without any request for money from the As- 
sociation..." The report noted the school had 
"sent forth more than 100 teachers into the pub- 
lic schools." The present enrollment was 97 
pupils, and three teachers. 

P. H. Herring, a member of Bodcaw #2 
Church, was elected as treasurer of the Associa- 
tion. He was also on the board of the High School. 
P. H. Herring served as a trustee of the Texarkana 
Baptist Orphanage for several years. 


1905 

The 1905 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, two miles south of Prescott. The Intro- 
ductory Sermon was preached by Eld. A. H. Autry 
from Rom. 12:29. 

New Hope #2, Hempstead Co., was received 
by petitionary letter. 

Eld. W. R. Barham served as Moderator 
and J. H. Burns as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders W. R. Story 
[Howard Co. Assoc.] from Jude 23, T. A. Middle- 
brooks, J. T. Downs, W. J. Sexton, J. H. Brock- 
man, G. W. Dorman, and A. H. Autrey from Psalm 
1997116. 

The Sunday School report stated, "...there 
is a great lack of interest not only among the 
churches, but with the individual members along 


this line of our church work, and we would say 
from our standpoint there is no work in our 
Baptist Zion that needs more of our serious con- 
sideration,..." 

The Orphans' Home report stated there 
were 21 boys and 45 girls in the home. "Four of 
the Orphans go to the High School. One of the 
larger girls teaches the other children daily in a 
school organized in the Home. Fifteen of the 
children are church members, and all who are 
able go to Sunday School every Sunday." 

The Bodcaw High School reported an en- 
rollment of 220 pupils, and a faculty of five 
teachers. Courses were being offered in "regular 
academic work, also music, elocution, bookkeep- 
ing, shorthand and typing." 

The State Mission report stated, "We see 
from the reading of the letters, a lack of interest 
in this work in this Association, we again urge 
the importance of this Association taking on new 
life in this most important work,..." 

The Hope Church and Providence #2 still 
reported using SBC Literature. 

1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with Shover 
Springs Church. Eld. W. J. Sexton preached the 
Introductory Sermon, "Unity Among the 
Brethren." 

A. N. Hollis served as Moderator and J. H. 
Burns as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Holly Springs and Rocky Mound churches. 

Others preaching were Elders L. M. Keel- 
ing from Col. 2:10, A. H. Autry from Eph. 5:27, 
"The New Testament Church," and J. H. Hamil- 
ton. 

The Principal of Bodcaw High School 
made his report on Sunday afternoon. He re- 
ported a total enrollment of 204, with five teach- 
ers. He stated the school had "better equipment in 
libraries and scientific apparatus, a higher grade 
of work, and better discipline and co-operation of 
the students." 

The report on State Missions assumed a 
somewhat neutral position: 

"We further recommend that each church 
be allowed to give their means through any 
method they may elect; that our pastors work in 
such a way as to have as little friction among the 
churches as possible, letting all do their mission 
work through whatever method they see proper. " 

This neutrality was emphasized by a mo- 
tion "that the public collection on Sunday, of 
$38.92 be equally divided between the Conven- 
tion and General Association." 

1907 

The 1907 meeting was held with the First 
Baptist Church of Hope. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. R. G. Bowers, "The 
Transformation of Christ." 

The Bethany Church was challenged as to 
a seat in the body, on the grounds of refusing to 
adopt Pendleton's Church Covenant,..." 
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The following churches presented peti- 
tionary letters: Antioch, Washington, Melrose, 
Piney Grove, Adam's Chapel, and Hopewell. 

Also preaching were Elders J. B. Luck 
from Psalm 92:12, A. H. Autrey from Psalm 92:4, 
and C. R. Powell. 

Visitors included W. W. Gardner [Orphans' 
Home], C. R. Powell, and A. H. Autry. 

Dr. Hartzog, President of Ouachita Col- 
lege, lectured on Christian Education at 3 P.M. on 
Sunday. 

The committee to investigate Bethany 
Church reported on the reasons for the refusal, 
"because it requires us to abstain from all intoxi- 
cating liquors as a beverage, also because it re- 
quires us to hold family worship and because it 
teaches us to give of our means for the support of 
the Gospel. Therefore, we recommend that this 
Association withdraw fellowship from _ this 
church." 

The report was not adopted. Near the end 
of the session, a motion passed, "That Bethany 
Church be requested to explain to this body at its 
next meeting the position of the Church on Tem- 
perance and Missions." 

The State Mission report was neutral. 
Neither State association was mentioned. 


1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Grove Church, Bluff City. Eld. W. R. Story 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Acts 
2:38. 

Eld. W. R. Story served as Moderator and 
R. L. Byers as Clerk. 

The Bethany Church made an answer: 

"that we, Bethany Church, in Conference 
convened do put Bethany Church on record as be- 
ing highly in favor of world wide missions and 
temperance." 

Petitionary letters were received from 
White's Chapel, Amaziah, and Lester. 

The Hope Church and Providence #2 were 
granted letters of dismission to go into organiza- 
tion of a new association. This action appeared to 
end efforts to support the State Convention. 

Also preaching were Elders E. B. Jones, 
"Our Father's House," W. A. Clark, "Evidences of 
Christianity," E.J.G. Carter, "The Christians 
Rest," and P. M. Compton from Matt. 28:22. 

Correspondence was continued with the 
Judson, Red River, and Columbia Associations. 

Eld. E. B. Jones reported on his mission 
work. 

The State Mission report stated, "In our 
state we have several missionaries who are 
heroic in service and sacrifice and to whom we 
owe support. Newman, Sherrell, Holdford, Mar- 
tin, Brown and others [all were General Associa- 
tion missionaries]. They are making good reports 
of actual mission work done. We recommend 
these men and their service,..." 


Union High School reported, "...the school 
is on rising ground--the present session being the 
best in the history of the school." 

The Orphans Home report stated, "we find 
that there has been an Orphan's Home estab- 
lished at Texarkana, known as "The Texarkana 
Baptist Orphan's Home." The General Associa- 
tion of Arkansas a year ago decided to establish 
an Orphan's Home at the above named place. 
They appointed a Board of Trustees, instructing 
them to purchase suitable property which they 
did. They purchased the property known as In- 
dustrial College Building with ten acres of land.... 
We have 12 children in the home at present, Bro. 
J. B. Sellman as manager. 

"There is also a Baptist Orphan's Home at 
Monticello, and whereas, there is no representa- 
tive here, therefore we cannot give a full report. 
We have been informed that there are 74 children 
in’ thé-hopieys 


1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with New 

Home Church at Troy. 
1910 

The 1910 meeting was held with Bethel 
Church at Waldo. Eld. T. K. Speakman preached 
the Introductory Sermon from Jude 3-4. 

Eld. W. R. Story, Hope, was elected as 
Moderator, and J. H. Burns, Patmos, was Clerk. 

Second Baptist, Prescott, presented a peti- 
tionary letter. 

Others preaching were Elders W. C. Felts 
from Phil. 2:3, W. R. Story from Matt. 24, D. A. 
Martin, Columbia Assoc., from Pro. 23:10, "Re- 
move Not the Old Landmarks," and T. A. Carter 
from) Hep ahzaie 

The Orphans' Home report was given at 2 
PM on Sunday, and was discussed by W. R. Cross 
and Eld. T. H. Carter. 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"the reading of sound Land Mark papers, such as 
the Arkansas Baptist, published at Little Rock, 
then Plain Truth by J. A. Scarboro, Magnolia, 
AR., and as Sunday school literature we recom- 
mend only the Landmark literature published by 
the Landmark Sunday School Concern at Little 
Rock... 

The Union Baptist High School reported 
an enrollment of 50. "Brethren, we are glad to re- 
port that your school at Bodcaw under the man- 
agement of Prof. (W. Lee) Napier is in a prosperous 
condition." 

The State Mission Committee reported, 
"we advise that the churches take collections at 
once for state missions so as to enable the com- 
mittee to settle with the missionaries at the State 
Association at Sheridan, Nov. 10, 1910. Now this 
money is to be used in the destitution in 
Arkansas and not to supplement some town and 
city churches in securing a pastor." 


1911 


286 Pioneer Faith 


The 1911 meeting was held with New Lib- 
erty Church at Emmet. Eld. D. W. Barham 
preached the Introductory Sermon from I Tim. 
SUD. 

Eld. W. R. Story was elected as Moderator 
and J. H. Burns as Clerk. 

Evenshade Baptist Church presented a pe- 
titionary letter. The church was represented by 
W. T. Bowden, L. J. Hubbard, and Mart Yocum. 

Corresponding messengers from the 
Columbia Assoc. were J. A. Scarboro and N. L. 
Eddy. 

Also preaching were Elders L. A. Oxford, 
D. W. Barham, J. T. Downs, J. A. Scarboro from 
Daniel 7, and N. L. Eddy from Rev. 21:1. 

The following resolution was presented: 
"Whereas, the Union Association, having estab- 
lished a high school in its bounds and that said 
school is being run and fostered by the Union 
Association, which is a Landmark body, there- 
fore, be it resolved that the Committee of Trustees 
be instructed to employ no person as principal of 
said school who is not in accord with the princi- 
ples of this Association." 

Eld. E. B. Jones, who had just been em- 
ployed as Principal, reported 51 students en- 
rolled. He stated, "I found the buildings in a state 
of dilapidation. The campus needs a fence around 
it, the buildings need repainting... 

"Brethren, the time has come when the 
friends of this school must come to its aid or see 
it go down in defeat." 

The Sunday School report stated, "we be- 
lieve that every church should have a Sunday 
School and insist that the messengers and pas- 
tors work to that end. We recommend that the 
churches organize and control their Sunday 
Schools, elect their officers and teachers and that 
no one except active members of the Baptist 
Church be used as teachers. We further recom- 
mend that the churches use only Landmark 
Sunday School literature." 

The State Missions Committee reported, 
"We find that there are four missionaries at work 
in the state and that they are in great need. We 
urge that the churches come to their aid immedi- 
ately." 

The Missionary Committee "reported that 
they had employed Eld. P. M. Compton to work as 
missionary in the western part of the 
Association, and Eld. J. H. Boswell to work in the 
eastern part of the Association for one-half time 
each and they be paid $40.00 per month..." 

Thirty-nine churches submitted letters. 


1912 

The 1912 meeting was held with Provi- 
dence Church, 4 miles west of Patmos. Eld. J. W. 
Erwin preached the Introductory Sermon from 
James 1:27, "Practical Godliness." 

Eld. W. R. Story was elected as Moderator 
and J. H. Burns as Clerk. 

Others preaching were Elders W. R. Story 
from Col. 1:18, "Christ Pre-eminent," D. W. 


Barham, P. M. Compton, J. A. Scarboro, 
Columbia Assoc., from Phil. 2:9-11, "Exaltation 
and Lordship of Jesus," and J. B. Sellman, 
Texarkana, from Matt. 2:15. 

J. V. Vermillion, principal of the Union 
High School, reported an enrollment of 42 stu- 
dents. He also stated, "We have looked to the per- 
manent endowment of said school. He then ex- 
plained the plan, and added, "It will be necessary 
for the Association to ask the General Asso- 
ciation to assist in raising the above amount." 

W. R. Cross of Magnolia was elected a 
member of the Board of Trustees to represent 
Columbia Association. 

An offering of $31.39 was received for the 
Orphans Home. 

The Executive Committee contracted with 
Elders P. M. Compton and J. H. Boswell to preach 
in the Union Association...for half time...for 
$40.00 per month each. They reported, "We have 
paid them $164.45. We are behind with them 
$99.55" 

Bro. Boswell reported he had rebuilt or re- 
vived Old Shady Grove Church. Bro. Compton re- 
ported several conversions. 

The State Missions Committee reported, 
"We now have three missionaries on the field at 
work--B. F. Holford, J. I. Martin, and Bro. Sher- 
rell. These good men have been doing some good 
work about over our state. 

"Your committee would recommend that 
our people take a deeper interest in our State 
Mission work; we recommend that the messen- 
gers present take up the matter of State Missions 
with their respective churches...so we may be able 
to make full settlement at the next meeting of our 
State Association." 

The Orphans Home Committee reported, 
"We have about thirty-five children in the home 
and others will come in soon. We have two more 
outstanding notes of $1,000 each to meet with in- 
terest." 

1913 

The 1913 meeting was held with Liberty 
Church at Emmett. 

1914 

The 1914 meeting was held with Bodcaw 
No. 2. Eld. W. W. Hylton preached the Introduc- 
tory Sermon from Rom. 5:3, 6. 

Eld. E. B. Jones was elected as Moderator 
and J. J. Robberts as Clerk. 

Also preaching were Elders W. J. Sexton, 
W. R. Barham, Bragg Adams from Col. 2:8, W. M. 
Parker, N. L. Eddy, Columbia Assoc., from Acts 
16:30, W. A. Forbs, A. J. Cabiness, Howard Co. 
Assoc., J. W. Ward from I Cor. 15:10, J. F. Queen, 
Henry Boswell, and E. B. Russel, Columbia Assoc. 

The Sunday School Committee reported, 
"We find from the reading of the letters from the 
churches that the interest in Sunday School 
work is still lacking upon the part of several 
churches in the Union Association, and we be- 
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lieve Sunday School work to be a very important 
part of church work." 

The report of the Trustees of Union Bap- 
tist High School indicated that things were not 
well. First, the messengers rejected the recom- 
mendation "that the perishable property, also the 
amount raised for endowment fund, be used to 
pay insurance on the building." 

Next the messengers rejected the recom- 
mendation that the Association sell the property. 
A motion was also rejected to discontinue the 
Board of Directors. 

Then the original report was read and 
adopted. A recommendation was approved that 
the Association "let the district have the use of 
the property for school purposes only," and also, 
"to try to secure a warranty deed to the land that 
the school building is on if they can't get a clear 
title to the land, to do the next best that they can, 
and let the Bodcaw School District have one of 
the houses for the District School." 

It was recommended the present Board of 
Trustees be continued for another year. The min- 
utes do not indicate when the school ceased oper- 
ation, and if this was due to the Bodcaw School 
District opening a local high school. 

The Orphan's Home report stated 32 chil- 
dren were in the home. "We hope this body will 
crown their efforts by coming to the rescue of the 
churches of paying off the indebtedness of 
$2,350.00 that will place the home out of debt,..." 

Thirty-nine churches reported by letter. 


1915 

The 1915 meeting was held with the 

Shover Springs Church. 
1916 

The 1916 meeting was held with Shady 
Grove Church, Prescott. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. D. W. Barham from 
Acts 2:42. 

Eld. E. B. Jones was elected as Moderator 
and J. J. Robberts was Clerk. 

Bro. J. M. Bennett and Eld. M. D. Arm- 
strong were the only brethren present who were 
at the organization of the Association forty-five 
years ago. 

Also preaching were Elders W. J. Sexton, 
SP Ce owinney irom 1 John/3:1,C7D: Cox, EL. \B 
Jones from Psalm 118:25 "Prosperity," C. C. Win- 
ters, J. A. Smith, Little Rock, on "The Church," A. 
B. Adams, and J. H. Smart, Clark Co., from Neh. 
Of. 

Bro. C. C. Winters, from McNeil was a visi- 
tor. He was Foreign Mission Treasurer of the 
General Association. The clerk noted, "Bro. Win- 
ters is one of our strongest men." 

The Piney Grove Church was charged with 
heresy, and that they left the Association without 
a letter of recommendation and joined another 
Association. By motion the Association pre- 
ferred charges against Piney Grove for contempt 
and withdrew fellowship from them. 


The Association Mission committee re- 
ported, "That we find this Association has not 
done any mission work for three or four years." 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"the Baptist and Commoner as being sound and 
loyal to true Baptist principles. And that our 
Sunday Schools should, by all means, use Land 
Mark Literature, thereby securing for our young 
people the proper religious training." 

The Orphans Home report stated, "we have 
now in the Home, 37 children. We now owe about 
$1,700.00 with the borrowed money and running 
expenses which will place the home out of debt." 

A Committee on the Union Baptist High 
School reported, "We your Committee on Union 
Baptist High School, per instruction of Union 
Association in called session the Fifth Sunday in 
April, 1916, met and sold the U.B.H.S. property 
for $25.00." 

Thirty-eight churches reported to the As- 
sociation. 

1917 

The 1917 meeting was held with Rosston 
Church, Nevada Co. Eld. S. C. Swinney preached 
the Introductory Sermon from Deut. 32:21. 

Eld. E. B. Jones served as Moderator and 
J. J. Robberts as Clerk. Both were members of 
Shover Springs Church. 

Visitors included Eld. U. W. Jarrell and 
Bro. Luck from Columbia Co., Eld. S. C. Swinney 
from Clark Co., Eld. J. A. Smith from Little Rock. 
Eld. J. Compere of the State Convention was 
present, but as he was not in harmony with the 
principles of this Association, he was not seated 
as a member. 

Others preaching were Elders U. W. Jarrell 
from Rom. 1:16, J. A. Smith from Matt. 16:16, 
"Origin of the Church," W. C. Felts, J. W. Ward, E. 
B. Jones and W. B. Barham. 

An offering of $95.51 was received for 
State Missions and $32.40 for the Orphans Home. 

Correspondence was returned to the 
Columbia, Howard Co., and Clark Co. Associa- 
tions. 

Article 10 was added and made a part of 
the Constitution: 

"Article No. 10--That all messengers and 
visitors shall be in harmony with the principles 
and work of this Association before being admit- 
ted to seats in the body. And further declare that 
this Association is in harmony with the princi- 
ples and work of the State and General Associa- 
tions.” 

[note: after the original decision was 
made to continue as a Landmark Association, 
several associations succumbed to such visits by 
those associated with the State Convention, and 
others became neutral. The Union Association 
reiterated its position as a Landmark Associa- 
tion and was perhaps the only local association 
that placed an article in its constitution] 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported 
38 children in the home at Texarkana. The com- 
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mittee recommended "that we should visit with 
our means, as they are depending on us as 
Baptists and kind hearted people for support, we 
therefore recommend that each church take an 
offering quarterly for their support." 

1918 

The 1918 meeting was scheduled for Pat- 
mos Church. Many local associations failed to 
meet due to the flue epidemic. However, the State 
Association met with the Shover Springs Baptist 
Church in 191s. 

1919 

The 1919 meeting was held with Corrinth 
Church, Bodcaw, Nevada Co. Eld. D. W. Barham 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Rom. 
PG: 

Eld. E. B. Jones served as Moderator and 
J. J. Robberts as Clerk. 

Visitors included Elders C. R. Hatch, 
Howard Co., J. A. Smith, Little Rock, and C. A. 
Gilbert, Texarkana. 

Also preaching were Elders J. W. Erwin, C. 
TeKilpatruck, Ei BeJones,, W, CrFelts, DOW. 
Barham, and C. R. Hatch from James 1:22. 

By motion the Moderator appointed a 
Special Committee to draft a resolution, warning 
the churches of Union Association against the 
encroachment of Conventionism. Later in the 
session, the committee reported: 

"Whereas--As there is a great disposition 
among the Convention people to get _ their 
preachers into Land-Mark Churches, and Com- 
munities. And Whereas--As we realize the pur- 
pose that they have and from our observation, 
when a Convention man is permitted to preach to 
a Land-Mark Church, confusion is always the re- 
sult, and Whereas--As the Land-Mark preachers 
are not recognized by Convention Churches and 
pastors and at the same time demanding recogni- 
tion of our people and the use of our pulpits. 

"Therefore we would respectfully recom- 
mend that the churches of Union Association be 
careful as to who preaches in their pulpits, 
thereby avoiding the confusion among the mem- 
bers and sometimes disruption in the church." 

Committee: J. W. Erwin, W. C. Felts, J. J. 
Robberts, D. W. Barham, and E. B. Jones 

Correspondence was returned to the 
Columbia Co., Howard Co. and Clark Co. Associ- 
ations. 


The Christian Education report made the 
first mention of the Missionary Baptist College 
at Sheridan: 

"...whereas as we have an Institution re- 
cently established at Sheridan, and have there as 
instructors sound Christian men, we recommend 
that our Baptist people endorse and encourage 
students to enter said school. 

"When our young people patronize schools 
of our Opponents we may expect them to be edu- 
cated away from us. We further recommend that 
the churches contribute to the building funds of 
Sheridan Missionary Baptist College." 

The first report on the B.Y.P:T.C.) was 
made. 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported: 
"Of all the blessings that have come to the home, 
it makes our hearts glad above everything else to 
report that every child in the Home of suitable 
age, has accepted Christ as his or her Savior and 
has united with the church. We have 36 children 
in the home now." 

The Mission Committee recommended 
that Eld. D. W. Barham be elected Associational 
Missionary for full-time, and that he be allowed 
$1,200 and expenses for his services. 

1920 

The 1920 meeting was held with Whites 
Chapel, Rosston, Nevada Co. Eld. J. T. Gathright 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Titus 
254s 

A petitionary letter was presented by 
Morris Church. 

Others preaching were Elders C. C. Win- 
ters, E. B. Jones from John 12:21, W. R. Barham, 
T. Fi Westbrook, Wi@irBetts; Beane, vand?’C. i: 
Hatch. 

The Committee on Christian Education 
recommended "that our people patronize our 
Sheridan School with their means and scholars. 
The school is now in its second session with an 
enrollmetn of 61 students in the different de- 
partments." 

A resolution was presented disposing of 
the property at Union Baptist High School: 

"That the furniture be sold to the best ad- 
vantage. That the libraries and the proceeds from 
any sale be given to the Missionary Baptist 
College at Sheridan." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have 42 children in the Home at Texarkana. We 
are $1,500.00 behind on running expenses." 


Church 
Antioch 
Bethany 
Bethel 
Bluff Springs 


Bodcaw No. 1 
Bodcaw No. 2 


Corinth 
Fairview 


Hopewell 
Laneberg 
Morris 

Mt. Nebo 


Mt. Olive 
Mt. Zion 


New Home 
New Home 1 
New Hope 
Liberty 

New Liberty 


Patmos 
Plea. Grove 1 


Plea. Grove 2 
Providence 
Rosston 
Salem 
Shady Gr. 1 
Shady Gr. 2 
Shover Spgs. 
Union 


Union No. 1 


Union Grove 
Whites Chap'l 


White Oak 
Grove 


Pastor 
T.G. Epton 
J.W. Ward 
C.C. Winters 
J.W. Erwin 
G.W. Dorman 
G.W. Dorman 
G.S. Ward 
A.B. Adams 
J.W. Erwin 
G.T. Kilpatric 
G.T. Kilpatric 


G.S. Ward 
G.T. Kilpatric 


G.T. Kilpatric 


T.G. Epton 
W.C. Felts 
A.O. Wells 
L.L. Middle- 
brook 
Goheniaten 
W.C. Felts 


W.C. Felts 
W.W. Hylton 


T.G. Epton 
D.W. Barham 
J.F. McCh- 
enes 
@Rahaten 
G.A. Oxford 


L.M. Byers 
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1920 Statistical Table 


Clerk 
BF. snell 
UCL Wishbirel a= 
abee 
W.W. Stringer 


F.A. Dillard 


C.A. Fuller 
W.H. Munn 


W.M. Crain 
W.M. Barham 


W.S. Martin 
J.W. Hudson 
W.C. Wicker 
G.W. Powell 


A.T. 
Campbell 
W.S. Roe 
W.A. Alford 
A.S. Hubbard 
J.H. Hamil- 
ton 

B.J. Drake 
Mrs. M. 
Meador 

V.L. Copeland 


J.S. McDow- 
ell 
J.R. O'Keefe 


D.W. Mitchel 
W.G. Ridgell 
L. Tatum 
S.C... .Ham- 
mock 

W.H. Taylor 


J.O. Smith 


J.H. Yarberry 
T.C. Waters 


A.M. Clark 


Post Office 
Emmet 
Kt. 1, Hope 


Waldo 
Mt. Moriah 


Emmet 
Bodcaw 


Bodcaw 
Rt. 4, Emmet 


Rosston 
Laneburg 
Cale 

Rt. 1, Lewis- 
ville 
Rosston 
Cale 


Rt. 3, Stephens 
Prescott 

Rt. 4, Hope 

Rt. 6, Prescott 
Rt. 3, Emmet 


Patmos 
Bluff City 


Stamps 
Rt. 1, Hope 
Rosston 
Prescott 
Prescott 
Chidester 
Rt. 2, Hope 
Rosston 


Waldo 


Blevins 
Rosston 


Emmet 


Messengers 
J. L. Hamric, B.F. Snell 


T.J. Daugherty, T.J. Martin, 
Will Rothwell 

CoDs Cox sok Cae Smith Mie 
Reynolds 

FA... Dillard, Hd Harta Wiley, 
Shipp 

S.T. Fuller, L. L. Mitchell 

W.H. Munn, P.H. Herring, D.W. 
Bailey 

W.M. Crain, W.E. Mitchell 

H.B. Almand, W.M. Barham, P. 
Carlton 

G.W. Mormon, J.F. Schooley 
Ben Phillips, K.O. Thompson 
W.M. Davis, Wane Burket 

J.H. Burns, G.W. Powell, Dorsey 
Burns 

W.D. Best, J.R. Whitehead 

G.R. Godley, W.J. Honea, D.W. 
Barham 

J.P. Robertson, C.P. Meador 


W.L. Dowd 

Charlie Ross 

Jim Purtle 

J.W. Erwin, E.C. Bright, J.M. 
Bennett 

A.J. Kent 

A.E. Adams, D.V. Meador 


OLR. Sayles. Gin: adey, J. b: 
Callicott 

W.H. Beavers, W.E. Lewis, J.L. 
Burns 

G.T. Kilpatrik, J.T. Luck, D.B. 
Westmoreland 

W.C. Felts, W.R. Steed 

W.R. Barham 

E.C. Steed, J.H. Boswell 

E.B. Jones, J.J. Robberts, S.C. 
Hammock 

GS. Ward, J. 2Grant, ao: 
Fincher 

J.D) Bryant; JE. Audins. oer. 
Hudgens 

J.H. Yarberry 

J.O. Bailey, W.H. White, G.W. 
White 

TR. Wilson, Loy Rogers, GA; 
Robinson 
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Beech Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
Waldo 
Beech Creek, organized on June 22, 1850, 
is now in the First Union Association. However, 
for most of its history the church was in the 
First Columbia Association. Please see that 
chapter for the history of Beech Creek. 


White Oak Grove Missionary 


Baptist Church, Hope 

The White Oak Grove MBC may have been 
organized as early as 1848. The church peti- 
tioned the Red River Association in 1854. Eld. J. 
McCulloch was pastor and L.M. Maynis was the 
messenger. 

Mrs. Rena Smith and Mrs. Nellie Stew- 
art, descendants of the Clark family supplied 
this information from al955 letter from Lillie 
Cark, their aunt. She was in her mid 80's at the 
time: 

White Oak Grove Baptist Church was or- 
ganized in 1848. John Clark, her grandfather, 
gave the land. The building was a log cabin with 
a split log floor. The charter members were: 
John Clark and wife, Elizabeth T.; Willis Ray 
and wife; George B. Terry and wife, Elizabeth; 
Jasper Breed and wife, and Willis Ray and wife. 

The first deacons were Mr. Johnie Clark, 
Jasper Breed, Will Clark, Willis Ray and Wood- 
son T. Harris. | 

The church again petitioned the Associ- 
ation in 1868. The pastor was E. England. The 
church was represented by the pastor and 
William Pope, and reported 28 members. In 1870 
the pastor was D.E. McGraw, and the messengers 
were E. England, William Pope, and W.A. 
Prather. 

The deed for the property was recorded 
Sep. 27, 1872. The land was purchased from Mr. 
John C. Clark and wife, Elizabeth T. The church 
trustees were Willis Ray and Woodson T. Harris. 
The cemetery land was also purchased in 1872. 
The trustees were Willis Ray and John C. Clark. 

A note recorded in 1875 stated that White 
Oak Grove "is strictly Missionary in Principle 
and Baptistic in Doctrine..." The record for 1875 
also indicated that J.J. O'Steen was church clerk. 
The church petitioned the Union Association in 
1877. Eld. J.J. Byers was pastor, John J. O'Steen 
was Clerk. The church was represented by John 
J. O'Steen, T. F. Fisher, and J.W. Harris. The 
church reported 13 by baptism and a member- 
ship of 80. John J. O'Steen continued as clerk, at 
least through 1897, and attended the association 
regularly. He served on the Divine Service 
Committee in 1905. He was listed in the 1924 
obituary report. 

The next available record is for 1895. Eld. 
C.T. Wilson was pastor. The records show the 
church was active by regular elections of dele- 


gates to Associations, District meetings and 
Fifth Sunday meetings. 

Eld. M.D. Armstrong was pastor in 1897. 
The messengers were J.T. Hartsfield, J.W. Harris, 
and H. Vickers. The church agreed to initiate a 
Sunday School on April 25, 1897. 

Beginning in 1900 an effort was made to 
improve the church building. Lumber and nails 
were purchased from Hope Lumber Co. It is pre- 
sumed this improve building was the second 
house of worship in the grove of large white oak 
trees. 

The Association met with the Church in 
1900 and 1921. 

Eld. J.W. Brockman served as pastor 
from 1904 to 1908, and then Eld. M.D. Arm- 
strong was pastor for two years, followed again 
by Eld. Brockman. 

A new building was constructed in 1910 
at a cost of $486.05. The old building was sold for 
$35.50. 

In 1911 Eld. Brockman resigned due to 
poor health. Eld. T.H. Carter preached for a few 
services. Then the church called Eld. T.L. Epton, 
who pastored during the next nineteen years, 
with some breaks. In 1914 A. M. Clark was Clerk 
and J. J. O'Steen was Sunday School Supt. 

Eld. Ben J. Smith was pastor in 1919 and 
Bro. A.M. Clark was church clerk. Before the 
year was over, Eld. D.N. Jackson was called as 
pastor for the remainder of the year. An offering 
of $29.50 was sent to the Missionary Baptist 
College in Sheridan. 

A letter from Bro. Dennis Wilson, who 
has been pastor of the church for several years, 
stated: "We believe from the records that the 
church was organized in 1848 by the J.C. Clark 
family. Relatives of J.C. Clark are still in our 
membership. Mr. Clark came to Arkansas in 
1836. He came from Charleston, SC, from a 
church which was organized in 1700 by an arm 
from a church in Boston. The Boston Church was 
organized by an arm from the Newport, RI 
church, the oldest church in America. Dr. [John] 
Clark who founded the church in RI is a relative 
of the Clarks who came to AR in 1836, and orga- 
nized our church in 1848. 

"I would appreciate your help in docu- 
menting these facts." 

Note: We have not been able to document 
these facts. Eld. John Clark, who established the 
church at Newport in 1637, had no children in 
his family, but his brothers had children. It is 
true that the church in Charleston, SC was estab- 
lished by William Screven, who came from 
Kittery, MS [now Maine], in 1682 or 1683. How- 
ever, we were not able to establish a linkage to 
the Newport Church. 

According to Goodspeed's, South 
Arkansas, p. 402, John C. Clark was born Aug. 
25, 1810, the son of Samuel and Susan Clark, in 
DeKalb Co., GA. A son, William Jasper was born 
March 4, 1835 in Coweta Co., GA. This is proba- 
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bly the Will Clark, who was one of the first 
members and also a deacon. John C. Clark was 
listed in the 1850 Census for Hempstead Co. 

Another source stated that Will Clark 
was born in 1810 in SC and married there. In 
1836 he with his father and several other fami- 
lies formed a wagon train and headed for AR. 
They stopped and struck camp first where the lit- 
tle town of DeAnn is now. These people home- 
steaded and built log homes and organized White 
Oak Baptist Church. They later applied and were 
given a post office by the name of DeAnn. The 
Clarks owned the town site and most of the land 
around there... Will Clark's father was John 
Clark. 


Park Missionary Baptist Church 
Prescott 
Park MBC was organized on January 26, 
1958. The Morris MBC extended the arm. 
Charter members were Bro. Marvin 
Wicker, Sis. Lorene Wicker, Bro. Jerry Don 
Wicker, Bro. Chester Jobe, Sis. Nell Jobe, Bro. 


IMany churches were re-organized after the Civil 
War, and others petitioned for renewed fellowship 
in their respective local associations. The US Census 
for 1870, Hempstead Co., verifies most of these 
charter members, living in Ozan Township. 


Lige Glass, Sis. Mildred Glass, Eld. Levi Comp- 
ton, Eld. John Baker, Sis. Annie Baker, Eld. 
Raymond Hicks, Sis. Phyna Hicks, Bro. Ernest 
Prince and Sis. Clydia Prince. 

Eld. Raymond Hicks was called as pastor 
and Bro. Marvin Wicker was elected as clerk and 
treasurer. 

The church bought property at East Sec- 
ond and Laurel St. in Prescott at the time of the 
organization. The property included an existing 
church building. 

Other pastors have included Brethren 
George McGuire, George Wright, D.A. Fox, Her- 
shel Adams, Noel Harris, Jarrell Harrison, Joe 
Duke, Archie Phillips, Charles May, James 
Crain, Darrell Harris and Jim Cross. 

In the early 1970's the church built an ed- 
ucational building behind the existing church 
building. This also served as a Sanctuary while 
the old church building was being removed from 
the property and during the construction of the 
new sanctuary in the middle 1970's. 


Friendship Baptist Association 


Organizational Meeting, 1873 

The organizational meeting of the 
Friendship Association was held with Friend- 
ship Church, Dorsey Co. (now Cleveland Co.), Sep. 
20, 1873. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. J. F. Griffin from I Cor. 6:19. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. B. Searcy was elected as Clerk. 

Letters from the following churches were 
read and delegates names enrolled: 

Bethel No. 1, Bethel No. 2, Bethlehem, 
Centerville, Cornerville, Enon, First Baptist in 
Desha, Flat Bayou, Friendship No. 1, Friendship 
No. 2, Green Mount, Hickory Grove, Macedonian, 
Mt. Zion, New Hope, Oak Grove, Pleasant Hill, 
Plum Bayou, Providence, Salem, Sardis, Spring 
Hill, and Zion. 

A constitution was read and adopted. 

Articles of faith were read and adopted 
[basically the New Hampshire Confession, in- 
cluding Scripture references]. Mell's Parliamen- 
tary Practice was adopted. 

The following committees were appointed 
by the Moderator: 

On Preaching - Bros. T. S. Hampton, J. S. 
Handles, and B. Davis. 

On Missions - Elds. J. F. Griffin, J.H.W. 
Overton, and Bro. J.U.H. Wharton 

On Sabbath-Schools - Elds. J. B. Searcy, 
E. D. Taylor, and I. R. Vick 

"We recommend that the churches in- 
crease their efforts in the Sabbath School cause; 
that they labor more zealously and faithfully to 
teach the rising generation, especially the pure 
word of life, and that each church be requested to 
report to the next meeting of this Association 
what they are doing in the Sabbath School 
work;..." 

On Publications - Elds. L. Quinn, M. Y. 
Moran and Bro. J. J. Randolph 

"We recommend the New Baptist Psalmist 
as a Hymn Book; as a religious journal, The Bap- 
tist; as a Sabbath School paper, Kind Words; as a 
missionary paper, Home and Foreign Journal. 
We also cordially recommend the S. B. P. Society, 
at Memphis...We think a department in The 
[Tennessee] Baptist, with an efficient State edi- 
tor, would produce more harmony and do more to 
develop the denomination in the State...." [both 
the S.B.P. Society and The Baptist were min- 
istries of Dr. J. R. Graves] 

The committee on preaching reported that 
Eld. J. G. Taylor and Eld. Loftin Quinn would 
preach Saturday night; Eld. J. B. Searcy on 
Sunday at 11 AM, Eld. I. R. Vick at 2 PM, and Eld. 
J.H.W. Overton and Eld. J. G. Taylor at night. 


Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Bartholomew, Pine Bluff and Jud- 
son Associations. The messengers to 
Bartholomew and Pine Bluff Associations were 
instructed to report the churches from each of 
those Associations that went into the organiza- 
tion of Friendship Association. 

On motion the following messengers were 
appointed to the Arkansas Baptist State Conven- 
tion: Elds. M. J. Moran, J. B. Searcy, J. G. Taylor, 
J. F. Griffin, and L. Quinn. 

While a motion was pending to send $10 
for Convention Minutes, Friendship Church, 
through Bro. Charles Case, asked privilege to pay 
that $10 as a token of the Association being orga- 
nized with her and taking the name--Friendship. 

The Association adjourned to hear Eld. T. 
A. Reid preach, from Eph. 6:10. 

On motion a form of Associational letter 
was adopted. 

The Committee on Documents reported 23 
churches represented with a total membership of 
993, 76 received by baptism, and 76 by letter, 14 
ordained and 7 un-ordained ministers. 

Prayer by Eld. J. F. Griffin. Singing 
"Children of the Heavenly King," and parting 
hand by the delegates, with hearts beating with 
gratitude to God, and love for another. Thus 
closed the first session of FRIENDSHIP REGULAR 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


1874 

The 1874 meeting was held with Friend- 
ship Church No. 2, Dorsey Co., west of the Saline 
River, between Chowning's and Lee's ferries. 

Petitionary letters were presented by: 

Spring Hill No. 2, near Grapevine; Star 
City, and Holly Springs churches 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected as Moderator 
and J. B. Searcy as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Pine Bluff and Judson Associations. 

Under "Sabbath Exercises," the minute 
reported: At 10 AM a large congregation met at 
the arbor, where Eld. M. Y. Moran preached from 
Rev. 2:10. At 11 AM Eld. J. F. Griffin preached the 
Missionary Sermon from Matt. 6:19-21, 

At 2:20 PM Eld. James Nelson preached 
from Luke 9:57-62, and at 7 PM Eld. J. T. Crain 
preached from 2 Tim 3:16, Theme: "The Inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures." "Thus closed the Sabbath. 
May God sanctify the services to His glory." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed)’ to the) Pine +Bluff,” Judson, and 
Bartholomew Associations, and to the State 
Convention. 

Two queries were presented to the Asso- 
ciation: 

1. "How shall members be designated who 
have been received upon their statement, without 
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letter or voucher?" Answer: 
Relation." 

2. "Is it wrong for a Baptist to go into a 
grocery and drink a dram?" Answer: "Yes." 

The Association agreed to hold its next 
session with Spring Hill No. 1, Drew Co., ten 
miles north of Monticello, on the Cornerville 
Road. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported "we have a few noble churches which keep 
up good schools all the year.... We are pleased to 
see that about half of our churches report 
Sabbath-schools, some in a very flourishing 
condition." 

The Report on Publications stated: 

"We recommend THE NEW BAPTIST 
PSALMIST as a hymn book!; as a religious jour- 
nal, THE BAPTIST; as a Sunday-school paper, 
KIND WORDS; as a missionary paper, FOREIGN 
MISSION JOURNAL. We also cordially recommend 
THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
as the place to procure our literature and have our 
printing done." 

The Documents Committee reported 24 
churches, 14 ordained ministers, 145 received by 
baptism, total in fellowship 1099. 

The Executive Committee reported, "we 
agreed to assist the Pine Bluff Association in sus- 
taining Elder T. A. Reid at Pine Bluff." Eld. Reid 
reported 120 sermons preached, "we have kept up 
our prayer meetings regularly, also our Sunday- 
school, with an average of 25 scholars. We have 
had no change in membership." 

1875 

The Third Annual Session was held with 
Spring Hill, No. 1, Drew Co. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. Loftin Quinn from Titus 2:11-13. The 
Missionary Sermon was preached by Eld. J. B. 
Searcy from Heb. 13:1. Eld. Quinn preached again 
from Heb. 7:25 and Eld. B. W. Martin also 
preached. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. B. Searcy was elected as Clerk. 


"Received by 


Petitionary Letters were received from: 
Beulah and Choctaw churches 

A corresponding messenger, Eld. B. C. 
Hyatt, was seated from the Bartholomew Associ- 
ation. Corresponding messengers were appointed 
to the Bartholomew, Judson, Pine Bluff and 
Liberty Associations. 

For several years a General Association 
was conducted, perhaps combining the territories 
occupied by several local associations. The min- 
utes show that messengers were elected for sev- 
eral years. The first entry in the minutes stated, 
",,.it is the judgement of this body, that it would 
be for the advantage of the Master's cause in 
South Arkansas, that the several Associations in 
this part of the State should organize themselves 
into a general association, and that our sister As- 
sociations be instructed to send delegates to meet 
with five from this Association. Said meeting to 
be holden with the church at New Edinburg..." 
(October, 1875). 

The Committee on Documents reported 25 
churches represented, 15 ordained ministers, 10 
Sabbath Schools, 102 received by baptism, for a 
total membership of 1102. 

Eld. Loftin Quinn who had served as 
missionary reported two churches organized, and 
seven baptized. 

The churches reporting Sabbath Schools, 
the enrollments and classes: 

Holly Springs 35-4; Spring Hill #1 38-4; 
Star City 37-3; Selma 54-7; Macedonia 35-3; Oak 
Grove 24-4; Friendship #1 97; Hickory Grove 64- 
7; New Hope 18; Zion 35-3. 

Ordained Ministers and Post Offices: 

M. Y. Moran, Star City; E. D. Taylor, Brooks; 

J. R. Vick, Star City; C. A. Gartman, Brooks; T. R. 
O'Neal, Star City; H. A. Gregory, Pastoria; J. B. 
Searcy, Warren; J. S. Taylor, Lehi; J.H.W. Over- 
ton, Toledo; J. G. Taylor, Darysaw; J. F. Griffin, 
Selma; Loftin Quinn, Pine Bluff; E. H. Owen, 
Bradley; E. F. Appling, White Oak; J. R. Green, 
White Oak 


1875 Statistical Table 


Churches Pastors Clerks Post Office Names of Delegates Mbr 

Bethlehem I. R. Vick R. F. Owen Star City M. Y. Moran, R. G. Man, J. H. 109 
Grumbles, Z.Collins, 

Bethel No. 1 wok. Green. J.J. Randolph Locust Cottage J. R. Green, S. J. Jaggers 20 

Bethel No. 2 J.H.W. Overton W. T. McCol- Bradley N. B. Tucker, W. Ashcraft, ol 

lough W. T. McCollough 
Beulah Loftin Quinn A.K.Conrad,  Garrettson's not represented 
Land'g 

Centerville J... R..Greent OE Conner St. Johns W.D. West, O. P. Conner, J. 58 
Aydelott 

Chocktaw Loftin Quinn J.A. Byers Varner's Sta. Not represented 

Enon J. B. Searcy J. R. Searcy Bradley J. B. Searcy, J. R. Searcy, B. 57 
Davis 

Friendship J.H.W. Overton G.W. Reed Randoll H. H. Jenkins 124 

No. 1 

Friendship E. D. Taylor Jas. Kennedy, Lee's Ferry J. Kennedy, D. Bufford 56 


No. 2 


Pioneer Faith 


294 

Green Mount J. F. Griffin S.W. McGraw Green Mt. Jozeux Collins . 54 

Hickory Grove J. F. Griffin W. R. Jacks Star City = anit J.S. Fish, R. M. 57 

is 

Holly Springs I. R. Vick C. H. Hawk Star City I.R. Vick, L. Granville, W.R. 43 
Johnson 

Mt. Zion J. R. Green J. W. Cash Lehi A.A. Bridges, G.W. England, 25 
P.J. Taylor 

Macedonia J.H.W. Overton S. McDaniel Toledo S. McDaniel, Robert May 43 

Mt. Moriah J. F. Griffin W.J. Cook, ° Selma W.B. Nelums, W.J. Cook, 43 
D.G. Lee 

New Hope J. R. Green John Clark Toledo J.W. Saddler, J.U.H. Whar- IG 
ton, A.J. Wharton 

Oak Grove M. Y. Moran J. L. Hunter Star City J. S. Morrisson 39 

Providence E. F. Appling J.T. Wood, Darysaw Loftin Quinn, R. C. Rhoden 64 

Plum Bayou G. G. Carlin Pastoria Not represented 

Pleasant Hill T.B. O'Neal H. Brockman Star City Letter by Bro. Vick 38 

Selma J. F. Griffin J. A. Harrall Selma J. F. Griffin, W. P. Dishough 65 

Star City I. R. Vick J.S. Goodwin, Star City M. Heflin, E. W. Helums 26 

Sardis C.A. Gartman D.R. Williams Brooks Not represented 

Spring Hill M.Y. Moran J.S.Handley, Montongo J. S. Handley, W.T. Lawson, & 

No. 1 Jr. J.P. Davis 

Spring Hill E. F. Appling J.W.Lybrand Darysaw E. F. Appling 38 

No. 2 

Zion J.H.W. Overton J.M. Wharton Toledo J.H.W. Overton, 26 


1876 

The 1876 meeting was held with Enon 
Church, Dorsey Co., 12 miles N. of Warren on the 
Pine Bluff Road. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. J. F. Griffin from II Tim. 2:2. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. B. Searcy was elected as Clerk. 

The Mt. Moriah Church was received by 
petitionary letter. 

Corresponding messengers were present 
from the Judson and Bartholomew Associations. 

On Sunday Eld. Sol Gardner preached 
from Psalm 17:15, Eld. J. B. Searcy preached the 
Missionary Sermon from Luke 6:38. Others 
preaching included Elders Loftin Quinn, W. H. 
Hartsell from II John 10-11, and J. T. Craig from 
LCor:3:23.. 

The following Query was answered, "Has a 
church the scriptural right to receive a man into 
her membership who is living in adultery, but 
claims to have received forgiveness for his sin? 
No." 

The Publications Committee recom- 
mended "Kind Words" for use in Sabbath Schools, 
and for general reading the publications of the 
Southern Baptist Publication Society at 
Memphis, TN...As a hymn book we recommend 
the Southern Psalmist.2 The hymn book was 
compiled by J. R. Graves, who was also associated 
with the Publication Society. 

The Sabbath School report suggested, "Let 
the whole church work either as teachers or 
pupils. Most of our Pastors have four churches 
and cannot be with you only once a month. But 
the Bible plan is for the church to meet every 
Lord's day; this you can do and make your meet- 


J.U. Wharton 


ings highly interesting and profitable by means 
of the Sabbath school... Last year we reported ten 
Sabbath-schools, this year only three." 

The Committee on Documents reported 23 
churches represented, 97 baptisms, and a total 
membership of 1131. 


1877 

The Friendship Association met with 
Spring Hill # 2,2 Grant Co. The location was de- 
scribed as 18 miles NW of Toledo, 10 miles North 
of Mahoney's Ferry. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. B. Searcy was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Bartholomew, Pine Bluff and Jud- 
son Associations, and delegates were elected to 
the General Association and the State Conven- 
tion. 

The Introductory Message was preached 
by Eld. J.H.W. Overton from Mark 16:15. On 
Sunday Eld. M. Y. Moran preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon. Others preaching included Elders J. 
B. Searcy from Eph. 1:13, J. F. Griffin from II Cor. 
12:9, and J.U.H. Wharton from Psalm 17:15. 

Query, "Does this Association favor open 
communion and pulpit affiliation with the un- 
baptized under any circumstances whatever?" 
Answer, "No." 

1878 

The 1878 meeting was held with Selma 
Church, Drew Co. Eld. M. Y. Moran preached the 
Associational Sermon from Rom. 5:22. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected as Moderator 
and J. B. Searcy as Clerk. 

On Sunday, Eld. T. R. Vick preached at 10 
AM from "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life," followed by the Mis- 
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sionary Sermon by Eld. J. B. Searcy from Titus 
2:14 on "Baptist Peculiarities." At 4 PM "there 
was a Sunday School meeting of all the scholars 
and teachers in town, together with other Sunday 
School workers present." At 8 PM Eld. L. Quinn 
preached from the text, "Behold I stand at the 
door and knock." 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended The Western Baptist of our own State, 
and The Baptist of Memphis, also Kind Words for 
Sunday Schools." 

The report on Education noted, "The Cen- 
tennial Institute, at Warren, Ark., the school of 
our denomination in this part of the State, is now 
in active operation with Rev. W. E. Paxton as 
President, and suitable assistance, ample build- 
ing, and now over 50 pupils in school." 

The following query was offered by L. 
Quinn: "Is it right for one church to receive mem- 
bers excluded from a sister church, without a pre- 
vious conference with the excluding church? 
Answer, No." 

The following query was presented by J. F. 
Griffin: "Has a church the right to discipline 
members who will not assist in bearing the ex- 
penses of the church? Answer, Yes." 

"Resolved, That we answer the request of 
Pleasant Spring Church to the Ordination of Bro. 
Rogers, by reminding them of the fact that nei- 
ther Associations or Conventions have any or- 
daining power. And we request the churches in 
our bounds never again to ask that a brother be 
ordained out of his own church." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Bartholomew, Judson, Pine Bluff, 
Liberty, and General Associations. 

1879 

The 1879 session was held with Zion 
Church, at Toledo, in Dorsey Co. (now Cleveland 
Co.). The Introductory Sermon was preached by J. 
F. Griffin from Psalm 2:8. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. B. Searcy was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Pine Bluff Church, Eld. Loftin Quinn, pastor, and 
W. R. Lloyd, delegate, and Whitacher Church, rep- 
resented by Thomas Maroney. 


Pine Bluff Church 

A Pine Bluff Church was first organized in 
1853. This church first joined the Saline Associ- 
ation, and then the Judson Association. It was 
the site for the preliminary meeting of the Pine 
Bluff Association in 1861, and was a charter 
member of the Association. 

The first pastor of the church was Eld. R. 
J. Coleman,* who was first moderator of the As- 
sociation. He was followed by Eld. Wm. Lea, who 
was later prominent in State Convention activi- 
ties. 

The Pine Bluff Church had erected a brick 
building at the corner of Olive and Barraque 


Streets. This building was chosen as a hospital by 
Federal troops in 1863. The church history re- 
ported, "The detachment of the Union Army 
quartered in the building left it so dismantled 
and in such a state of dilapidation, that only 
desultory efforts were made to occupy it again af- 
ter the war period." The building was later used as 
a school and finally as a livery stable. 

The history continued, "Records of the 
membership of this church were destroyed and 
we know little of their activities. The Gillespies 
and Alexanders, prominent families of the town, 
who were affiliated with this early church, with- 
drew and united with other denominations."® 
Indeed, the records of the Pine Bluff Association 
indicated that J.B.P. Alexander was the organiza- 
tional moderator of the Association. 

There is no indication a Baptist Church 
existed in the city after the Civil War until 1878. 
Early in that year, "a young Virginia gentleman, 
Hugh C. Fox, came to Pine Bluff to make his 
home. Mr. Fox was a member of the old Bruing- 
ton Church of King and Queen County, Virginia, 
which church has always claimed the Pine Bluff 
church as its mission." 

According to a memoir left by Hugh C. 
Fox, "Rev. W. A. Clark and the late Governor J. P. 
Eagle were consulted by the charter members re- 
garding the best plans for the young church, and 
on their recommendation, Rev. J. L. Quinn was 
called as pastor."© The church was organized in 
November, 1878. 


Eld. M. Y. Moran preached on the "Office 
work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the 
Salvation of Sinners.” Others preaching included 
Elders W. E. Paxton, J. R. Vick, the Missionary 
Sermon, E. H. Lindsey and J. B. Searcy. 

The Home Missions Committee reported, 
"Pine Bluff, with her 5,000 inhabitants has only 
17 Baptists. We recommend that this Association 
help the church at Pine Bluff to sustain a pastor." 

1880 

The 1880 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church, Grant Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. J. B. Searcy from I Cor. 15:58. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Pleasant Grove, Grant Co. 

The officers were re-elected. 

Others preaching included Elders W. W. 
Tinker, Pine Bluff, J. H. Overton from John 
17:21, J. F. Griffin from Acts 9:6, and J. D. Jame- 
son. 

The clerk reported that at 3 PM on Sun- 
day, "Eld. M. Y. Moran preached by special re- 
quest on the origin and perpetuity of the church 
of Christ and its ordinances. The discourse was 
the sermon of Brother Moran's life. He went be- 
yond himself." 

Elders W. W. Tinker and Loftin Quinn de- 
livered addresses on the Sunday School. 

The following query was received from 
Zion, “Is it Scriptural for church members be- 
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longing to different churches of the same faith 
and order to commemorate the Lord's Supper to- 
gether?" It was moved to consider this query until 
the 1881 session. At that session, "Rev. J. T. Craig 
moved to answer the question affirmatively after 
lively and extensive discussion." 

1881 

The 1881 session was held with Hickory 
Grove Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. Loftin Quinn from 
Rom. 12:4. 

Eld. M. Y. Moran was re-elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. J. B. Searcy was re-elected as 
Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers from the 
Bartholomew and Judson Associations were 
seated. 

Others preaching included Elders E. D. 
Taylor from Matt. 12:18-21, J. F. Griffin from I 
Tim. 1:4, M. Y. Moran, the Missionary Sermon, 
from Luke 2:14, E. F. Appling from John 12:32, 
and J. S. Taylor from Gal. 3:29. 

Delegates were appointed to the State 
Convention, and the Judson, Pine Bluff, Union, 
Saline and Liberty Associations. 

The Committee on Documents reported 23 
churches represented, 48 baptisms, and 1068 to- 
tal membership. "There were a number of good 
Sabbath schools reported. Many churches had 
been revived. No church troubles were reported." 

1882 

We have no record of the 1882 session, 
however the 1881 minute stated the 1882 session 
was to be held with Friendship, No. 1, Dorsey Co. 
This church was located 20 miles south of Pine 
Bluff, near the Pine Bluff and Warren Road. Eld. 
E. F. Appling was to preach the Introductory 
Sermon and Eld. J. B. Searcy the Mission Ser- 
mon. 


1883 

The 1883 meeting was held with Bethel # 
1, Dorsey Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. J.H.W. Overton from John 1:29. 

Petitionary letters were received from De 
Gean and Cedar Branch churches. 

Eld. I. R. Vick was elected as Moderator 
and J. M. Wharton was elected as Clerk. 

Sermons on Sunday were preached by 
Elders M. Y. Moran from Heb. 8:5, "The Church 
and Her Ordinances," W. D. Mayfield, a visitor 
from Little Rock, from Col. 3:11, and I. R. Vick, 
the Missionary Sermon, from Mal. 3:9-10. 

What appeared to be a hypothetical Query 
was presented: Four or five Baptist believers or- 
ganize themselves into a church. One of this 
number, Bro. "A" claimed to be an ordained min- 
ister, but after the organization is complete, it is 
found that Bro. "A" is only a licentiate. Is this a 
scriptural church? 

This church (if a church), before she found 
that Bro. "A" was not an ordained minister, 
called him with others to ordain Bro. "B", one of 


her members to the ministry. Were the baptisms 
performed by Bro. "B" valid? 

After considerable debate pro and con, 
both questions were answered in the affirmative. 

The Association agreed to hold a Sunday 
School Conference with the church at Toledo, 
Dorsey Co., in 1884. 

1884 

The 1884 Associational meeting was held 
with Bethlehem Church, Lincoln Co. The Intro- 
ductory Sermon was preached by Eld. Loftin 
Quinn from Heb. 2:8-9. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Pleasant Ridge, represented by J. W. Cash and J. I. 
England. 

Two groups of messengers were present 
from Providence. A committee of seven was ap- 
pointed to carefully examine into the facts on 
both sides, and make a report of the matter to 
this body at its next annual session. 

Evidently, the committee met and heard 
the evidence, and later in the same session re- 
ported their conclusion that the minority part of 
the church was the Scriptural church. In accor- 
dance with the committee's recommendation, 
those messengers were received and endorsed by 
the body. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton preached on Saturday 
Evening from Rom. 10:5. Messages on Sunday 
were preached by Elders O. P. Miles, A. J. Fawcett, 
the Missionary Sermon, from II Cor. 8:9, J. T. 
Craig from Matt. 18:3, and Solomon Gardner 
from Ex. 14:15. 

The Committee on Publications reported, 
"We recommend as religious publications, the old 
and time honored banner, The Tennessee Baptist, 
as the first on the list to advocate true Baptist 
principles..." 

It was reported that Eld. M. Y. Moran, who 
had been the moderator of every session, except 
one, had died. By his own own request he was 
relieved from serving that time. However, the 
minute gave no further biographical information 
on Bro. Moran. 


1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Zion 
Church at Toledo. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. I. R. Vick on "The Security of the 
Believer." 

Others preaching included Elders M. D. 
Early, a visitor from the Russellville Assoc., 
from Phil. 2:5) Psalm 1331) and; Matt; 18:3, A‘ 
Fawcett, the Missionary Sermon, from John 
7:18-21, E.Y.A. Rogers from Rom. 14:12. 

A biographical sketch was given on Eld. J. 
S. Taylor, who was born in Lexington Co., SC on 
Jan. 22, 1812. He came to Arkansas in 1847 and 
died May 15, 1885. About 35 years of his life was 
devoted to the ministry. 


1886 


The 1886 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church at Grapevine. The Introductory Sermon 
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Hae preached by Eld. M. A. Gunter from Rom. 
lil, 

Eld. A. J. Fawcett was elected as Moder- 
ator and H. C. Moring was elected as Clerk. 

A. Tucker and W.C.C. Dorough were seated 
as corresponding messengers from the Pine Bluff 
Association. 

Eld. M. D. Early addressed the Associa- 
tion on behalf of The Evangel. He also preached 
from Matt. 1:21 and Titus 2:14. 

On Sunday Eld. M. A. Gunter preached 
from Dan. 2:44, and Eld. A. J. Fawcett preached 
the Missionary Sermon from John 10:10. A 
Sunday School Mass Meeting was held at 3 PM. 

The Sardis Church petitioned for a letter 
of dismission. 


1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Star City 
Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. M. A. Gunter from I Tim. 
4:8. 

Eld. A. J. Fawcett was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding Messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Pine Bluff, Bartholomew, and 
Judson Associations, and the State Convention. 

Preaching on Saturday night were Elders 
W. A. Forbes, editor of the Arkansas Baptist, 
from John 8:32-33 and E.Y.A. Rogers from Psalm 
51:12. 

On Sunday, the Sunday School Mass 
Meeting was followed by the Missionary Sermon 
by Eld. A. J. Fawcett from I Cor. 3:6. At 3 PM the 
Association held a Missionary Mass Meeting. 
Others preaching during the day included Elders 
J. G. McCain, from the Liberty Association, from 
I Tim. 2:5, W. A. Forbes from Rom. 4:25 and W. H. 
Cash from Mark 9:24. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We find 
that out of twenty-four churches there are only 
thirteen schools reported, with 539 pupils. 

The Executive Committee reported that 
the salary of Pastor, Eld. Loftin Quinn, was sup- 
ported for half-time for his work with the Star 
City Church. Bro. T. J. Varnell was supported for 
one-fourth of his time at Rison. Eld. J. B. Lumb- 
ley was supported for one-half of his time at 
Kingsland. Eld. I. R. Vick was employed for one- 
forth of his time at Mt. Moriah. 

1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Friend- 
ship # 1, Cleveland Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. M. D. Early from John 
17:18. He was Corresponding Secretary of the 
State and Foreign Mission Boards. 

Eld. M. A. Gunter was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
New Home, represented by W. M. Willis and W. W. 
Dean, and New Prospect, represented by J. S. 
Johnson and W. W. Norris. 

Among the visitors were Eld. Isaac Z. 
Kimbrough, missionary at Kingsland, and J. W. 


Askins from the Judson Association; Eld. J. B. 
Searcy, Financial Agent, Ouachita College; Eld. J. 
N. Hall, listed as an editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist, and M. D. Early. 

A motion was made by Eld. J. H. Overton 
to have him be relieved from preaching the Mis- 
sionary Sermon and that Eld. J. N. Hall preach 
the sermon at 11 A.M. on Sunday. The clerk 
wrote, "J. N. Hall preached a most powerful and 
convincing sermon from Isa. 27:5." 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders, G.awo..Kinnard trom, L.Cor., 15:5: /,00 000. 
Searcy from Isa. 27:6, and M. D. Early from Phil. 
3:6. 

Messengers were elected to the State Con- 
vention and the Southern Baptist Convention. 


1889 

The 1889 meeting was held with Mt. Mo- 
riah Church, Winchester, Desha Co. The Intro- 
ductory Sermon was preached by Eld. B. N. 
Hultsman from Jer. 31:31. 

Eld. W. C. Golden was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. McPherson as Clerk. 

Eld. Golden was listed as agent for the 
Arkansas Baptist and Ouachita College. He also 
preached what was termed "an elegant sermon" 
from I Cor. 4:4. 

Others preaching included Elders B. N. 
Hultsman from Heb. 2:6 and J. H. W. Overton, the 
Missionary Sermon, from Mark 15:15. 

A motion carried to appoint Eld. J.H.W. 
Overton as an agent to collect for this Associa- 
tion a minute of each meeting of this body. This 
project was mentioned for several years. 

1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with the Pine 
Bluff Church. The Introductory sermon was 
preached by Eld. O. M. Lucas from Ex. 14:15. 

Eld. W. C. Golden was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. McPherson as Clerk. 

The Mt. Zion Church, which had not rep- 
resented for several years, came forward by let- 
ter. A petitionary letter was received from the 
Smyrna Church, located at Well's Bayou, in Lin- 
coln Co. 

Dr. W. A. Clark was present and led in 
prayer. The clerk reported that Eld. Clark also 
"preached an excellent and convincing sermon 
from John 5:24." Dr. J. H. Miller preached from 
Matt. 6:10. 

The Report on State Missions stated, 
"Resolved that we, as an Association, recognize 
that the Arkansas Baptist State Convention is 
the only efficient channel through which we are 
to permanently develop our cause in the strategic 
points of our State; and we will heartily co-oper- 
ate with it in its present plans of work. We also 
heartily endorse Eld. B. G. Manary and his energy 
and wisdom as State Evangelist. 

Signed by W. A. Clark and W. C. Golden 


The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported there were 19 schools out of 28 churches, 
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and only six Evergreen (year-round) schools re- 
ported. 

The Committee on Education reported, 
"Ouachita College is now an established fact... 
Your committee would respectfully urge the 
claims of our own Ouachita as the place for the 
education of our boys and girls,..." 

1891 ‘ 

The 1891 meeting was held with Rison 
Church, Cleveland Co. 

Upon a motion by Eld. J. J. Varnell, the 
appointee to preach the Introductory Sermon, Dr. 
W. A. Clark was substituted in his stead. Dr. 
Clark preached from John 17:23. He preached a 
second time from Romans 10, "Evidences of Sal- 
vation." 

Bro. O. M. Lucas was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

Brethren Ed Taylor, E. F. Appling, and J. 
W. Lybrand were listed as visitors from the Pine 
Bluff Association. 

Eld. J. B. Searcy was present in the in- 
terests of Ouachita College, and State and Foreign 
Missions. Dr. Clark was present, in the interests 
of the Arkansas Baptist and Book House. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was fol- 
lowed by the Missionary Sermon by Dr. J. B. 
Searcy from Isa. 42:4. Others preaching included 
Elders I. R. Vick, E. F. Appling from Acts 24:28, 
E.Y.A. Rogers from II Cor. 6:19-20, W. C. Golden 
from I Cor. 6:19-20, and John C. Hayes. 

The Committee on Documents reported 24 
churches represented, 15 ordained ministers, 107 
additions by baptism and 97 by letter, for a total 
membership of 1628. 


1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Springs Church, Drew Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J.H.W. Overton 
from Isa. 62:10. 

Eld. O. M. Lucas was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Oak Grove Church, Cleveland Co., represented by 
Z. L. Crawford. 

Eld. J. W. Harriss preached on Saturday 
night from Rom. 8:3. 

On Sunday at 9 AM the messengers as- 
sembled in Sunday School capacity with Dr. W. 
A. Clark as Superintendent. Eld. O. M. Lucas 
preached the Missionary Sermon from Rom. 
1:14-15, while Eld. J. W. Harriss preached in the 
grove from Eph. 3, "The Missionary Baptist 
Church is the Church of Christ." 

At 3 PM Eld. T. J. Varnell preached from 
Psalm 8:4, and at 8 PM Dr. W. A. Clark preached 
from Matt. 25. 

The Kingsland Church petitioned for a let- 
ter of dismission to join the Judson Assoc. 

A motion passed to receive Eld. J.H.W. 
Overton's report on collecting a file of minutes of 
all previous sessions of this body, which was 


filed with the Clerk, and a vote of thanks to Bro. 
Overton for the same. 
1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Ridge Church, Cleveland Co. Eld. W. H. Cash 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Eph. 
6:10: 

Eld. W. K. Penrod, pastor at Pine Bluff, 
was elected as Moderator and J. W. McPherson, 
from Pleasant Springs Church at Coleman, was 
elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Tyro Church, Lincoln Co., organized Oct. 
12, 1892; and Pleasant Home, Jefferson Co., orga- 
nized Oct., 1892, represented by W. L. Appling. 

On Saturday night Eld. W. C. Harley, a vis- 
itor from the Bartholomew Assoc., preached 
from’ I“Pet2277: 

On Sunday Elder O. M. Lucas preached 
from Heb. 12:2, and Eld. W. K. Penrod preached 
the Missionary Sermon from Matt. 28:19-20. 

Other sermons were preached by Elders D. 
E. Gambrell from Ex. 14:15, A. C. Miller from I 
Cor. 5:11, and I. R. Vick from Rev. 20:12. 


1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Spring 
Hill # 1, Drew Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. W. W. Gardner from Col. 1:10. 

The Minute reported, "Spring Hill # 2, 
Macedonia, Mt. Zion and Zion had received let- 
ters of dismission at last association to form a 
new association, that having failed, they have re- 
turned to us with proper representation." 

Eld. W. K. Penrod was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. J. W. McPherson was elected as 
Clerk. 

On Saturday preaching were Elders W. C. 
Harley, Bartholomew Assoc., from Luke 5:4, and 
J.H.W. Overton from Matt. 17:5. 

On Sunday the Sunday School Mass 
Meeting was followed by the Missionary Sermon. 
The clerk reported, "At 11 AM an immense con- 
gregation assembled in the grove to hear Eld. W. 
K. Penrod, the appointee to preach the Mis- 
sionary Sermon, from Isa. 32:13-15; but after 
making a brilliant start were rained entirely 
out." That evening, Eld. D.E. Gambrell preached 
from Matt. 27:22. 

On Monday, business was suspended at 11 
AM to allow Bro. W. W. Gardner to present the 
claims of an orphans' home to be built at Monti- 
cello, Drew Co. 


1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Bethle- 
hem Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. D.E. Gambrell from 
ColLMiets: 

Eld. W. K. Penrod was elected as Modera- 
tor and E. A. McMurtrey, Rison, was elected as 
Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Florence Baptist Church, Drew Co., organized 
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July 13, 1895 by Elders A. C. Miller and C. W. 
Daniels. 

Messengers were elected to the Baptist 
State Convention and the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. A motion prevailed to pay expenses of 
the messenger to the SBC. 

On Saturday night, Eld. I. 
preached from I Cor. 10:4. 

On Sunday a large concourse of people as- 
sembled in the grove near the church to hear Eld. 
W. K. Penrod preach from Isa. 23:13-15. 

At 3 PM Eld. A. C. Miller preached from 
Num. 13:30, and Eld E.Y.A. Rogers "interested a 
large congregation at the school house near the 
church" from Matt. 7:22-23. That night Eld. D. E. 
Gambrell preached from Rev. 3:20. 

Eld. A. C. Miller, missionary for the As- 
sociation, reported 48 confessions of faith, 9 bap- 
tized, and one church (Florence) organized. 

Statistics were listed for 12 Sunday 
Schools. 


Ree Vick 


1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Mt. Mo- 
riah Church, Desha Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. E.Y.A. Rogers from Matt. 
7:21-23. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. J. W. McPherson was elected as 
Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Salem Baptist Church, Garretson Landing, Jef- 
ferson Co., organized Aug. 7, 1896, by Elders A. C. 
Miller and D. H. Gill, and White Sulphur Springs, 
Jefferson Co., organized Dec. 15, 1895. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton preached from Col. 
sold: 

On Sunday the Sunday School Mass 
Meeting was followed by the Missionary Sermon, 
preached by Eld. A. G. McManaway from Num. 
12:35 

A 3 PM mass meeting was held in the in- 
terest of the Orphans' Home. At 7:30 PM Eld. D. E. 
Gambrell preached from II Pet. 2:4. 

The reaction of the Friendship Associa- 
tion to the so called "Whitsitt affair," was ex- 
pressed in the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the Friendship Associa- 
tion disapproves and condemns the course of Dr. 
Whitsitt in the publication of his historical re- 
searches, and that this Association will in no 
manner encourage or patronize the Southern 
Baptist Seminary while it employs as president 
or teachers such erroneous instructors." 

Eld. A. C. Miller, associational mission- 
ary, reported 32 confessions of faith and two 
churches organized. 

The State Mission report read, "...from the 
information gathered from the letters of the var- 
ious churches, that State Missions are being care- 
lessly neglected... Our collections for State Mis- 
sions have fallen off far below our expectations. 


The Publications Committee recom- 
mended "for our Sunday schools, the Southern 
Baptist Convention Series." 


1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Mt. Zion 
Church, near Kedron, Cleveland Co. 

The Introductory Sermon, described as "a 
strong Baptist sermon,” was preached by Eld. 
J.H.W. Overton from II Tim. 4:2. 

Eld. C.F.J. Tate, pastor at Pine Bluff, was 
elected as Moderator and Eld. J. K. Holloway was 
elected as Clerk. 

W. Theo Smith represented the Baptist 
Review and D. E. Gambrell represented the 
Arkansas Baptist. 

On Saturday night Eld. F. P. Davis 
preached from Psalm 125:5-6. 

At 9:30 on Sunday a Sunday School Mass 
Meeting was conducted. This was followed by Eld. 
C.F.J. Tate, who preached "an eloquent, persua- 
sive sermon" in the grove from John 12:21. Eld. 
B. F. Milan, a corresponding messenger from the 
Judson Assoc., preached from Matt. 28:20. Eld. D. 
E. Gambrell preached from Rom. 8:14. At 7:30 
Eld. A. C. Miller, the associational missionary, 
preached from Acts 16:30. 

Eld. Miller reported 24 professions of 
faith, 13 baptized, and one Sunday school orga- 
nized. 

The Association again addressed the 
Whitsitt controversy: 

"Whereas, W. H. Whitsitt has pursued such 
a course as to alienate the great mass of the de- 
nomination, and 

"Whereas, It is the firm determination of 
the Friendship Association that so long as he 
continues as president of the Seminary and pro- 
fessor of Church history, this association will 
withhold from the institution all co-operation or 
support; therefore be it 

"Resolved, That we hereby heartily en- 
dorse and approve the actions of the General As- 
sociation of Kentucky, at its recent session at 
Georgetown, in which it demanded his removal 
from the presidency and chair of church history." 

The Committee on Sunday schools re- 
ported "seventeen Sunday-schools with a total of 
1,028 scholars." 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Hickory 
Grove Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J. W. Fish from Ti- 
tus 3:1. 

Eld. A. O. Edwards was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. J. W. McPherson was elected as 
Clerk: 

On Saturday night, Eld. W. B. Holland, 
representing the Arkansas Baptist, preached 
from John 26-28. 

On Sunday Eld. C. W. Daniel preached the 
Missionary Sermon from Rom. 1:5, Eld. A. C. 
Miller preached at Newton's Chapel, and Eld. W. 
C. Harley preached from Isa. 4:2. 
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1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with the Star 
City Baptist Church. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. W. A. Clark from Lev. 8:22- 
24. 

Harmony Church came into the Associa- 
tion by petitionary letter. The church was repre- 
sented by T. I. Steed and J. M. Jacks. ‘ 

Eld. A. O. Edwards was elected as Modera- 
tor and H. G. Thomasson was elected as Clerk. 

On Sunday Eld. A. C. Miller preached at 
the: Baptist Church Eld! Dit Gille acrthe 
Methodist Church, and W. C. Harley at the 
Courthouse. Eld. H. B. Taylor held "two very in- 
teresting services at Griffis Springs, 4 miles 
west." 

Eld. A. C. Miller, the half-time mission- 
ary, reported 25 professions and 17 baptisms, 
with one church organized. 

The Committee on Condition of the 
Churches reported 30 churches in the associa- 
tion, 80 baptized, 1,740 total membership. Pas- 
tors were paid $2,214.95, with $343.45 for foreign 
missions and $232.90 for associational mis- 
sions. 

1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with Florence 
Baptist Church, at Florence in Drew Co. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. W. H. 
Cash from Luke 24:47. 

A Temperance Rally was held at 9 AM on 
Sunday, followed by a Sunday School Mass Meet- 
ing at 10 AM. At 11 AM Elders. C. W. Daniel, A. J. 
Barton, and D. T. Grumbles preached. Eld. A. J. 
Barton preached again on Sunday night. 

Dr. A. J. Barton was corresponding sec- 
retary for the Baptist State Convention, the con- 
troversial position that led to the split at 
Paragould in 1901. During the last 3 or 4 years 
the Association elected representatives to the 
Baptist State Convention and the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. 

Friendship High School was established 
in Star City beginning in 1899. The report stated 
there were six teachers and 150 pupils. 

The report continued, "The citizens of 
Star City, satisfied that the school is no longer an 
experiment, have begun the erection of a building 
according to their agreement. We hope to have the 
building ready for occupancy by January, 1901. " 

Apparently the State Mission problems 
were not being felt yet in the Friendship Associa- 
tion. The report for 1900 stated, "The state board 
is supplying the salary of 19 pastors and 7 asso- 
ciational missionaries and employs two evange- 
lists. 

"We have confidence in the ability and 
prudence of our brethren of the board, and we 
hereby pledge Bro. Barton, our convention, and 
our brethren throughout the state, our sympathy, 
our prayers, and our co-operation in taking 
Arkansas for Christ." 


The Executive Board reported they had 
"employed Bro. W. H. Cash as mission pastor for 
Harmony Church the last seven months of the 
Associational year for fifty dollars, he to give one 
Sunday in each month to said church." Eld. Cash 
reported 18 received into the church, 10 by bap- 
tism and eight by letter. 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with Harmony 
Church, Jefferson Co. 

(pages 2-3 of the minute are missing) 

By this time the State Mission Contro- 
versy was definitely expressed. The minutes 
recorded on State Missions, "Discussion very 
lengthy and by an unusually large number of 
brethren. Vote taken and the report failed to be 
adopted." 

That report stated, "The working force for 
this year is as follows: corresponding secretary, 
Eld. A. J. Barton; two state evangelists, Elders R. 
C. Medaris and Frank White; thirty-seven asso- 
ciational missionaries and missionary pastors... 

"Twenty-three churches of this associa- 
tion reporting at this session, we find from the 
letters that twelve of them have contributed 
$277.15, and eleven of them have done nothing 
for state missions. 

"All the churches of this association 
should heartily co-operate in the work of State 
Missions." 

On Sunday a Sunday School Mass Meet- 
ing was followed by preaching by Eld. A.J.A. 
McKinney at the church and Eld. J. X. Smith at 
the school house. 

The (Monticello) Orphans' Home report 
stated, "The new brick building has been com- 
pleted except for some inside finishing... It now 
has near the number of fifty children. It receives 
children who have lost both parents regardless of 
the religious status of children or their parents." 

The .-Committee*on “Condition “of the 
Churches reported 128 baptisms and a total 
membership of 1,969. 


1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with Rison 
Church, Cleveland Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. John X. Smith, Pleasant 
Hill Church, from Ex. 3:2. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

A motion was carried to postpone the elec- 
tion of messengers to the State Convention and 
also the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Visitors included Dr. A. J. Barton, Cor- 
responding Secretary; Dr. W. A. Clark, editor of 
the Arkansas Baptist, and C. M. Myrick. 

Eld. E.J.A. McKinney preached from John 
10:27-29. 

The Orphans' Home reported 56 children 
were being cared for. "Our large and beautiful 
building is now completed." 
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As was the case with many local associa- 
tions, a majority and a minority report were pre- 
sented on State Missions. 

Majority Report 

"The history of State Missions in 
Arkansas shows cause to rejoice and to thank 
God for much that has been accomplished. We be- 
lieve the General Association of Arkansas Bap- 
tist churches is the means by which State Mis- 
sion work may be done, and that it admits of 
fullest co-operation without a departure from 
Scriptural methods, and also that it is likely to 
be a remedy for the errors of the past, and the 
evils of the present in the State Mission work in 
this State, therefore we recommend that the 
Friendship Association sever connection with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, and that 
this association do State Mission work through 
the General Association of Arkansas Baptist 
Churches." 

The report was signed by John X. Smith, 
Pleasant Hill Church at Garnett, and A. R. 
McGray, Mt. Moriah Church at Winchester. 

Minority Report 

The minority report was signed by U. W. 
Poss, Pine Bluff: "Whereas, I, as one of the Com- 
mittee on State Missions, feel that there is sen- 
timent in this Association in favor of the work of 
the Convention Board, I therefore present a mi- 
nority report recommending co-operation with 
the State Convention Mission work. While I 
grant there has been extravagance in the prosecu- 
tion of the mission work, we think by staying 
with our board we can bring about reforms better 
by staying with the already organized work than 
by drawing out and dividing our forces." 

The clerk stated "the discussion was very 
lengthy." Speeches were made by G. F. Brown, A. 
J. Barton, W. A. Clark, C. W. Daniels, E.J.A. McK- 
inney, and then concluded by Eld. John X. Smith. 

The vote was taken on the minority report 
and lost. The vote was taken on the majority re- 
port and carried. 


On Sunday a Sunday School Mass Meet- 
ing was conducted at 9 AM. The clerk reported the 
balance of the day was devoted to religious exer- 
cises, with three sermons preached at the Baptist 
Church and three at the Methodist Church. 


It should be noted the sentiment was basi- 
cally opposed to the plan for State Missions. The 
Association continued to recommend other 
Convention programs. In later years even the 
State Board program was recommended, and it 
appeared those favoring the State Board were in 
the majority. Finally, in 1918 the churches fa- 
voring the Convention program withdrew from 
the Association. 

The Foreign Mission report stated, "For 
thirty years the Baptists of Friendship Associa- 
tion have been doing their Foreign Mission work 


through the Foreign Mission Board of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention." 

After detailing the work being done in the 
various fields, the report concluded, "We there- 
fore recommend these to the consideration of the 
churches." 

The Publications Committee recom- 
mended the Sunday school literature of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, and the 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention series. 

The report on Friendship High School 
stated, "We were able at the opening a year ago, to 
enter our new building, which is now completed, 
with the exception of a small amount of ceiling. 
128 pupils were enrolled last year. There were 
fifty non-resident students, an increase of about 
80 per-cent over former years." 


1903 

The 1903 meeting was held with Holly 
Springs Church, Lincoln Co. 

Pages 2-3 are also missing from this 
minute 

The State Mission Report was given by H. 
R. Lucas: 

"We deeply deplore the fact, that our forces 
in the State, are divided in opinion, as to the best 
methods of doing State Mission work. Some of 
our churches, in this Association, are co-operat- 
ing with the State Convention, and some with the 
General Association... We also recognize the fact 
that the churches are free to co-operate as they 
please, with either body, regardless of the action 
of this Association, therefore be it 

"Resolved, That we leave the matter of co- 
operation and support of State Missions to the 
churches, without a recommendation from us, as 
to the body with which they shall co-operate. 

"Resolved, That one hour be given to both 
the Convention and General Association forces, 
to present their work and take collections if they 
choose... 

Eld. J. F. Love lead the discussion for the 
Convention, and Eld. Loftin Quinn lead the dis- 
cussion for the General Association. 

The Friendship High School Board re- 
ported "that our school reached an enrollment of 
160 pupils during last year,... Just now the great 
need of the School is a dormitory for girls." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have now in our home at Monticello 58 children, 
under the care of Sis. Hannah Hyatt Gardner,..." 

It was reported that of the 31 churches, 13 
were conducting Sunday schools with an enroll- 
ment of 1,039. 

Two new churches were received into the 
Association. Eld. Louis Silberstein reported 65 
conversions and two churches organized. One 
was a church at Dumas. 

Eld. B. A. Owen reported 59 conversions. 


1904 
The 1904 meeting was held with Mt. Mo- 
riah Church, 4 miles east of Winchester, Desha 
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Co. The Introductory Message was preached by 
Eld. W. J. David, Second Baptist, Pine Bluff. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton, Toledo, was elected as 
Moderator and J. W. McPherson was elected as 
Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Second Baptist, Pine Bluff, represented by Eld. J. 
W. David, and Concord Church, represented by 
Eld. W. H. Cash. 

On Saturday evening Eld. Ross Moore 
preached from Zach. 4:6. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was 
conducted by Eld. W. H. Cash. During the day 
sermons were preached by Elders Loftin Quinn, 
the Missionary Sermon, from Acts 2:42, J.H.W. 
Overton, L. T. Grumbles and S. A. Ward. 

The State Mission report was read by Eld. 
John X. Smith: "The committee on State Mis- 
sions would report they are informed that, 
through the agency of the General Association 
and the State Convention, more has been accom- 
plished for State Missions in Arkansas this year 
than in any previous year. While this committee 
believes in the principles and methods of the 
General Association, we recognize the good done 
through the State Convention, and rejoice that 
the way seems open for yet greater work. We rec- 
ommend that a collection for state missions be 
taken for both General Association and State 
Convention at this association. 

This minute included a picture of the 
Friendship High School. 

1905 

The 1905 meeting was held with Oak 
Grove Church, Cleveland Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. Ross Moore from II 
Corai22: 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included A. J. Barton, Field Sec- 
retary, Southern Baptist Convention; E.J.A. 
McKinney, in the interest of the Baptist Advance, 
and W. M. Baker in the interest of the Baptist Flag 
and Book House of Little Rock. 

On Saturday night Eld. John A. Smith 
preached at Oak Grove, and Eld. E.J.A. McKinney 
preached at Mt. Olivet. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was 
conducted by Eld. J. S. Swanson. Dr. A. J. Barton 
preached the Missionary Sermon "in the grove to 
a large and appreciative audience." His text was 
Matt. 28:16. 

At 2:30 PM Bro. Ross Moore delivered an 
interesting lecture on his travels through Pales- 
tine. At 7:30 PM Eld. W. M. Barker preached from 
kCors:2; 

The State Mission report stated: 

"Our State Board has had some 60 mis- 
sionaries in the field the present year. Over 
$13,000 was expended last year with over 1600 
additions and within the last two months over 
700 precious souls have been added to the King- 
dom of God. 


"The General Association of our State has 
had 12 or 15 Missionaries in the field sowing the 
Gospel of peace and love thereby helping to take 
the great State for Christ. 

"...we would urge every church in our As- 
sociation to give to State Missions through either 
channel you choose to work, so the great good is 
carried on." 

1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with the Pine 
Bluff Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. W. H. Cash from Heb. 11:33. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was 
conducted by Eld. J. F. Swanson, and the Mis- 
sionary Sermon was preached by Eld. S. H. 
Campbell from Acts 16:9-10. The Orphans' Home 
report was given at 2:30 PM. 

The State Mission Report was read by Eld. 
H. R. Lucas: 

"Our Board and State Missionaries have 
done a good work the past year and large plans 
are being laid for the future." 

Results from the minutes of the State 
Convention and General Association were given. 
The report concluded, 

"Therefore, brethren, let us go back to our 
respective churches and do more for the spread- 
ing of the Gospel throughout our State than ever 
before." 


The Home Mission report included a 1.25 
page report of work done by the Home Mission 
Board. Included was one paragraph on the work 
of the General Association of America: 

",.at its last annual meeting appointed 
two missionaries to do work in America. They 
are brethren C. R. Powell, of the Arkansas Bap- 
tist, and J. A. Scarboro, of Georgia. They will 
make their first annual report at the next meet- 
ing of the General Association." 


1907 

The 1907 meeting was held with Cor- 
nerville Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. R. G. Bowers, a visi- 
tor from the Saline Assoc., from James 4:7. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was 
conducted by Bro. J. F. Swanson. The Missionary 
Sermon was preached by Eld. Ross Moore from I 
Sam. 2:30 and Pro. 3:9. At the same hour, Eld. W. 
H. Cash preached at the school house. 

At 2 PM the Orphans' Home report was 
read by Bro. C. D. Guest. A collection of $27.15 
was taken for the Monticello Home and $7.11 for 
the Texarkana Home. At 7:30 Bro. R. G. Bowers 
preached from Rom. 5:11. 

The State Mission report was neutral. 

The Sunday School report stated 18 
churches were conducting Sunday Schools with 
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1,756 scholars. Ten churches were not conducting 
Sunday Schools. 


1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Bethel 
Church # 2, Cleveland Co. The Introductory Mes- 
sage was preached by Eld. J. S. Rogers, pastor of 
Ohio Street, Pine Bluff, from Matt. 28:19. 

Eld. Ross Moore was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

Clio Church, Cleveland Co., was received 
by petitionary letter. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was 
conducted by Eld. E.J.A. McKinney. 

At 10 AM Eld. Ross Moore preached from 
II Cor. 5, 1, and at 11 AM Eld J.H.W. Overton 
started the Missionary Sermon from Acts 1:8, 
"but became physically exhausted and called on 
Bro. Ross Moore to finish his discourse." 

The report of the Friendship Normal 
Academy stated the dormitory burned May 11, 
1908. The report stated they "were prompted to 
plan and undertake the erection of a much larger 
and more commodious building... The main 
building is 68 X 76, two stories, containing 
twenty-eight rooms, with twelve foot cross halls." 

The Sunday School reported stated 24 
churches were conducting Sunday Schools, and 
only four churches were not conducting Sunday 
Schools. This was a gain from 18 to 24 Sunday 
Schools. 

The State Missions report given by J. B. 
Swanner was neutral. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We are 
profoundly grateful to God for the progress we 
have made in Orphanage Work in Arkansas the 
past few years. Twenty years ago no Baptist As- 
sociation in our State had a report on Orphans' 
Work. Now we have two Orphanages; one at Mon- 
ticello, the other at Texarkana. Both of them are 
doing good work." 

1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with Star City 
Baptist Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. John X. Smith. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Union Church, Jefferson Co., organized 
by missionaries, Elders Blackmar and Grumbles, 
on July 22, 1909, and Tillar Church, Drew Co., 
organized Dec. 27, 1908, represented by Eld. L. 
Tomme. 

Visitors included C. R. Powell, represent- 
ing the Texarkana Orphans Home; W. M. Webb, 
business manager and editor, Arkansas Baptist; 
E.J.A. McKinney, representing the Baptist Ad- 
vance, and J. N. Williams, representing the Mon- 
ticello Orphans Home. 

On Saturday night, Eld. Otto Whittington, 
from the Bartholomew Assoc., preached from 
Acts’ 1679-10: 

The Trustees for the Friendship Normal 
Academy reported that the school building 
burned on Feb. 29. They continued, "The only ra- 
tional thing to do was to suspend for the term." 


They reported the school opened Sep. 23, 1908, 
"under favorable circumstances." They had se- 
cured "Professor G. W. Brindle as president of the 
faculty." 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was 
conducted by S. C. Parish, State Secretary of the 
Sunday School Board. The Missionary Sermon 
was preached by Eld. Sam Grumbles. also preach- 
ing were Elders R. G. Bowers, and S. E. Tull on 
"Prevailing Prayer." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "There 
was at Monticello last year about 65 children and 
100 there now. 

"There is now in the Home at Texarkana 
12 or 15 children. There has been 31 conversions 
and 20 baptisms at Monticello during the past 
year. 

"We suggest that those who wish to give to 
the orphans at Monticello be allowed to do so and 
those who wish to give to the orphans at 
Texarkana be accorded the same privilege." 

The report on State Missions stated: 

"Last year was a glorious year in the cause 
of State Missions in Arkansas. The State Con- 
vention employed 85 men for a part or all the 
time and these reported 5,342 conversions, 3,411 
baptisms, 5,420 added to our churches, 42 
churches organized and 101 Sunday schools or- 
ganized. During the year $20,215 was raised for 
State Missions and about $30,000 was expended 
on the work. 

"The State Association last year reported 
about 600 additions and had some 10 missionar- 
ies and raised about $3,200 for State Missions." 

This and subsequent minutes included a 
report of the Committee on Woman's Work. This 
report stated that of the 36 churches in the Asso- 
ciation, only four churches had Women's Mis- 
sionary Unions. 

1910 

The 1910 meeting was held with Tyro 
Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. W. Fish from Eph. 4:9. 

Eld. Otto Whittington, Ohio St., Pine 
Bluff, was elected as Moderator and J. W. 
McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

The trustees of Friendship Academy re- 
ported they had bought the old court house for 
$350 and had it moved over to the campus for 
$685. They said, "it is now in every respect an up- 
to-date school building, reasonably worth 
$2,500." They also reported an opening enroll- 
ment of 60 pupils. 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was led 
by Eld. J. W. Fish. The Missionary Sermon was 
preached by Eld. S. E. Tull from Rom. 4. At 8 PM 
Eld. Otto Whittington preached from Job. 17:9. 

The Orphans' Home report included both 
homes and an offering was received for both 
homes. 

The State Mission report stated the State 
Board had employed 111 men, 43 full time, who 


304 Pioneer Faith 


reported 3,018 conversions, 1,833 baptisms, 15 
new churches and 61 Sunday Schools organized. 

The six missionaries of the General As- 
sociation reported 141 baptized, 8 churches and 9 
Sunday Schools organized. 

The report concluded, "Let us urge that 
each church make an effort to do their utmost to- 
wards helping our State Missions cause. Through 
the channel of either the State Mission Board or 
the General Association, as they under God may 
feel the best good can be done.,..." 

Fifteen churches reported Sunday 
Schools, with eight using the Southern Baptist 
literature, five using Landmark literature 
(Bethlehem, Oak Grove, Harmony, Pleasant 
Home, and Pleasant Ridge), one using literature 
from the American Baptist Publication Society, 
and one not listed. 

1911 

The 1911 meeting was held with the Rison 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. Ben Bridges from II Cor. 12:1-12. Visitors 
included Eld. J. S. Compere from the Judson 
Assoc. 

Eld. Otto Whittington was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

The State Mission report included the fol- 
lowing statistics from the State Convention: 
6,274 conversions, 38 churches organized, 68 
meeting houses built, 38 churches and 104 Sun- 
day Schools organized. 

Then the report stated, "...a great deal of 
work has been done through the General Associa- 
tion, the facts concerning the result of which, I 
have been unable to secure." 

The local missionary, Eld. W. D. Joyner 
reported that at the Clio Church he had preached 
19 sermons, made 48 visits, with one conversion. 
At Center Church he had preached 29 sermons, 
reported 26 conversions, and 17 baptized. He 
stated, "We believe that Center will be self-sup- 
porting after next year. 

Eld. C. D. Wood preached from Pro. 11:30. 

On Sunday morning the time from 9-11 
was utilized "in Sunday School capacity." The re- 
port stated that 19 of the 36 churches reported 
Sunday Schools, a gain of five over the previous 
year. At 11 the stand was filled by Bro. Little. The 
Sunday night message was preached by Eld. J. H. 
W. Overton. 

On Monday at 9 AM, the devotional was 
given by Dr. John T. Christian. 

The Orphans' Home report stated there 
were 23 children in the Texarkana Home and 130 
children in the Monticello Home. The report con- 
cluded, "In commending these homes to you we 
recommend that each church in the Association 
take an annual offering for their support..." 

Bethel #1 asked for a letter of dismission 
to go to the Pine Bluff Association. 

The following resolution was presented: 
"Resolved, that this Association do hereby autho- 
rize the discontinuance of Friendship Academy 


and do hereby relinquish to Star City Baptist 
Church the property on the condition that it as- 
sume the debts of the institution..." 

Beginning with this meeting, separate 
minutes were given of the Woman's Missionary 
Union. 

1912 

The 1912 meeting was held with Harmony 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. E. A. Dulaney, pastor at Rison, from John 
L710, 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Dr. John T. Christian, 
Secretary of the State Convention; J. S. Compere, 
representing Ouachita College, and E.J.A. 
McKinney, representing the Baptist Advance. 

Eld. J. S. Compere preached from Deut. 
6:17. Upon motion, Dr. John T. Christian was 
called to the stand to tell what the Baptists have 
done for the world. 

On Sunday at 10 AM, the Association met 
in Sunday School capacity. At 11 AM Dr. John T. 
Christian preached the Missionary Sermon from 
Matt. 28:19-20. At the same hour, Eld. Ed. Allison 
preached at the school house from John 3:16. 
Eld. J.H.W. Overton preached from Heb. 2:9. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "The 
Texarkana Home has about 30 children and on 
account of sickness and other causes they need 
immediately $300 for running expenses. 

"The Monticello Home has something 
about 150 children and are sorely in need of 
funds to remodel and make additions to the 
buildings to properly care for the children. As 
many as 16 to 18 children in one room... At least 
$25,000 is needed." 

The reports on Home Missions and For- 
eign Missions were read and discussed by Eld. W. 
L. Compere. 

The report on State Missions stated, 
"Three Baptist agencies have been at work in 
Arkansas the past year. 

"First, there is the Gospel Mission or di- 
rect plan, brethren who have a few men in the 
field at work. 

"Second, there are the State Association 
forces that have maintained some seven mis- 
sionaries and reported last year about 250 bap- 
tisms and 400 additions. 

"Then the State Convention reports 118 
men employed for part or all of their time. Last 
year 2,281 baptisms were reported from this 
work and a total of 3,898 additions." 

The report on Christian Education stated, 
"The education of preachers is one great objective 
in Christian Education. The denomination that 
fails to provide for the education of its preachers 
will die as a denomination. Last year there were 
51 young preachers in Ouachita College. They re- 
ceive free tuition and some help on other ex- 
penses when necessary." 
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1913 

The 1913 Associational meeting was held 
at Holly Springs, Lincoln Co. The Introductory 
Message was preached by Eld. J. W. Fish from 
Matt. 28:19. 

The Saturday Evening message was 
preached by James Bridges. 

Eld. J.H.W. Overton led the Sunday School 
Mass Meeting. Eld. Ed Allison preached the Mis- 
sionary Sermon from Heb. 1:1 and Matt. 28:10. 
Eld. S. D. Grumbles preached from II Tim. 4:7. 

A one-hour general session of the Wom- 
ans' Missionary Union was held during the after- 
noon. They reported that six of the 36 churches in 
the Association had organized W. M. U's. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We un- 
derstand that each home is greatly in need of 
funds, both for running expenses and present in- 
debtedness... From the best information, the 
home at Texarkana has about 40 children and 
Monticello 170." 

The State Mission report was neutral. In 
fact, the report stated we "are not able to furnish 
any statistics from either the Convention or the 
General Association." 


1914 
The 1914 meeting was held with Bethle- 
hem Church, Lincoln Co. The minute began, "On 
account of death of moderator J.H.W. Overton, 
the clerk, W. A. Fish, called the Association to- 
gether." 


Eld. J.H.W. Overton 

The Obituary Report later stated, "Bro. 
Overton reached the ripe old age of 83 years and 
42 years of his life were devoted to preaching the 
gospel. He was a faithful gospel preacher, known, 
honored and loved throughout our Association. 
He served the Association as moderator ___ 
years."/ 

According to the history of the New Hope 
Church, Eld. Overton was born in 1830 in Al- 
abama. He established his family in Miller 
Township, Bradley Co., in 1852. In the 1860 cen- 
sus, James Overton was listed as the only Mis- 
sionary Baptist preacher in the newly formed 
Miller Township.® 


The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Bro. Eugene Winston from Luke 23:42. 

Eld. W. A. Fish was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. W. McPherson was elected as Clerk. 
Both were from the Star City Church. 

Eld. Charles B. Lee, a visitor from the 
Spring River Association, preached from Rom. 
5:1. Evidently Eld. Lee later located in the area. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. W. L. Compere from Phil. 5 (?):1. At the same 
hour Eld. W. A. Winston preached at the school 
house from John 17:18. On Sunday night, Dr. R. 
M. Inlow gave "a fine lecture on Christian Educa- 
tion." 


The State Mission report was neutral. In 
fact, the report was only eleven lines in length. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "The 
Texarkana Home was burned in the latter part of 
the winter, which misfortune greatly crippled 
them in the work this year. The debt had all been 
paid on this building, but having to rebuild leaves 
them with a debt of about $15,000. They are now 
caring for about 41 children in the new home and 
should receive our hearty support." 

The report of the Executive Board indi- 
cated the extent to which certain churches and 
pastors of the Association favored a closer rela- 
tionship to the State Convention. The report 
stated, "We recommend that the Association in- 
struct the Board as to whether or not it shall ac- 
cept help from the State Convention Mission 
Board." 

The minute gave no indication of the As- 
sociation's reaction. However, it should be noted 
that by 1917 only General Association causes are 
mentioned, and in 1918 the churches favoring 
the Convention plan asked for letters of dismis- 
sion. There is no clear indication in the minutes 
as to the definite turning point. However, it 
should be noted that the minutes never mention 
the 75 Million Dollar Campaign, which was first 
proposed about 1918. The pressure to promote 
this campaign in other local associations proved 
to be a turning point. 

1915 

The 1915 Associational meeting was held 
with Pleasant Ridge Church, Cleveland Co. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. R. W. Glover from Pro. 23:23. It should be 
noted Bro. Glover also served as a missionary for 
the Association during July and August. He 
worked 25.5 days, preached 62 sermons, and re- 
ported 39 baptisms. 

Eld. W. A. Fish was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. W. McPherson served as Clerk. 

A Petitionary Letter was received from 
Hazel Street Church, Pine Bluff. This church, 
represented by Mrs. J. B. Meeks, was organized 
Oct. 4, 1914. 

Visitors included Eld. J. A. Smith, rep- 
resenting the Arkansas Baptist, and Eld. E.J.A. 
McKinney representing the Baptist Advance. 

Eld. Smith preached the Missionary 
Sermon and Eld. McKinney preached at the 
school house at the same hour. 

On Sunday at 7:30 PM, Dr. W.J.E. Cox 
"filled the stand and gave a very interesting lec- 
ture on China, her people and customs.:..." 

The State Mission report was given by the 
committee chairman, Eld. Charles B. Lee. The re- 
port read: "Dear brethren, we have within 
Arkansas two State-wide mission principles of 
work; and organizations for carrying out said 
work. Now, it is not our purpose to foster the 
principles of either organization as particular to 
them, but as a NEUTRAL association. Let the 
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churches support which ever side to which they 
may hold;..." 

The Orphans' Home report was also neu- 
tral. 


1916 

The 1916 meeting was held with Hickory 
Grove Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. W. L. Compere from 
Dan. 3:1. 

Concord and Clio Churches were dropped 
from the roll of churches. 

The Executive Committee was instructed 
to solicit Center and Pleasant Hill to send mes- 
sengers to the Association. 

Eld. W. A. Winston was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. J. W. McPherson was elected as 
Clerk. 

The Whiteville Church, organized Sep. 15, 
1916 presented a petitionary letter. The church 
was represented by Bro. F. L. Ashcraft, Sis. Vinie 
Koonce, and Sis. Minnie Cooper. 

Visitors included Eld. C. C. Winters, 
Mission Treasurer, General Association; J. A. 
Smith, representing the Arkansas Baptist; E.J.A. 
McKinney, representing the Baptist Advance, and 
W. F. Dorris, representing the Monticello 
Orphans' Home. 

A letter of dismission was granted to 
Pleasant Home Church that she might unite with 
the Pine Bluff Association. 

Bro. D. W. Hill, a visitor from the Pine 
Bluff Association, preached on "Christ, the Cen- 
tral Figure." 

The Sunday School Mass Meeting was fol- 
lowed by the Missionary Sermon preached by 
Eld. G. G. Wray. At the same hour Eld. C. C. Win- 
ters preached in the grove. Eld. E.J.A. McKinney 
preached from Matt. 23:28. 

The Orphans' Home report was neutral. 

The State Missions report stated, "Dear 
brethren, we have within Arkansas two State- 
wide mission principles of work and organiza- 
tions for the carrying out of said work. Let the 
churches support which ever side to which they 
may hold..." 

The Christian Education report stated, 
"The State Association is co-operating with Jack- 
sonville College, Jacksonville, TX." 


1917 

The 1917 meeting was held with Dumas 
Baptist Church, Lincoln Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. E. D. Allison, pas- 
tor of Florence Church, from Dan. 2:24. 

It should be noted that a definite shift was 
made during this meeting to the Landmark posi- 
tions. 

Eld. W. A. Winston, Mt. Zion Church, was 
elected as Moderator and C. M. Ross, Pleasant 
Ridge Church, was elected as Clerk. 

Beech Street Church, Pine Bluff, orga- 
nized May 26, 1917 was received by petitionary 
letter. The church was represented by W. P. Keith 
and D. W. Bolin. 


Visitors included Eld. N. C. Denson, 
Bartholomew Assoc.; J. A. Smith, Editor Baptist 
and Commoner, and J. S. Compere, representing 
the executive board. 

The Christian Education report stated, 
"Arkansas Baptists have two great Christian col- 
leges--Ouachita...at Arkadelphia and Central...at 
Conway. Last year Ouachita had 237 students and 
Central had 202. 

"Last year there were 40 young preachers 
in Ouachita College...." 

Eld. U. W. Jarrell preached from Eph. 3:8- 
11. After the sermon, a free-will offering of 
$12.85 was taken for the Home Mission work of 
the General Association. The amount collected 
was turned over to U. W. Jarrell. 

The report on State Missions was read by 
B. J. Smith: 

"The State Association of Baptist 
Churches of Arkansas as churches are associated 
in mission work contending for the Faith, expos- 
ing and opposing error, and heresies, and preach- 
ing the gospel to the lost. We have several God- 
fearing men on the field, under the auspices of the 
churches doing a good work. 

"The Executive Board of the Arkansas 
State Convention also have several men on the 
field as missionary pastors, building missionar- 
ies, missionaries on enlistment and general mis- 
sionaries." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported: "The literature of the Sunday School 
Committee of the General Association is equal to 
the best, and, is strictly Homiletic. 

"The literature of the American Baptist 
Publication Society, and the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention is used 
by many of the churches. 

"We recommend that the pastors of the 
churches take up this work and inspire a greater 
interest in Sunday schools." 

The Home Missions committee reported: 

"The General Association of America 
have in the field eight men who are doing an effi- 
cient work in several states of the South. This is 
comparatively a new work. It has in view the 
evangelization of the world along purely gospel 
lines, viz, the associational co-operation of 
churches as the only divinely authorized agen- 
cies for the work." 

Note: One cannot help but notice the 
"Landmark ring" of the above reports. In most of 
the local associations in the State, the attempt to 
emphasize the 75-Million Campaign proved to be 
the divisive issue. However, in the Friendship As- 
sociation the churches favoring the convention 
program apparently left the Association before 
the 75-Million Campaign, and its successor, the 
co-operative program, were introduced by the 
"convention brass" to become issues. 

The Orphan's Home report stated: 

"Bro. T. H. Carter is the manager of the 
Texarkana Home, with Bro. Sims as Treasurer. 
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There are 38 children in the home. The home is 
entirely paid for. The collections and expendi- 
tures for the past year were $6,000... 

"We recommend that pastors lay the mat- 
ter before their churches and put emphasis upon 
this important cause." 


1918 

The 1918 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Springs Church, Drew Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. D. W. Bolton from II 
Tim. 3:1-8. 

The following churches were dismissed by 
letter: First Baptist, Ohio Street, and Hazel 
Street, Pine Bluff; Dumas, Hickory Grove, and 
Star City. 

Bro. C. M. Ross was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. J. O. Cash was elected as Clerk. 

The Sunday School report stated: "We find 
that two thirds of our churches that remain in 
this association have Sunday Schools. Most of 
our churches use Landmark literature." 

The Orphans' Home report mentioned 
only the Texarkana Home: "There are 38 children 
in the home. The home is entirely paid for... The 
home is trying to buy a 60 acre farm." 

The Home Missions and State Missions 
reports mentioned only Landmark causes. 


Churches of the Friendship 
Baptist Association 


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 

Based on available information, the New 
Hope MBC, is the oldest church in the Associa- 
tion. It is believed the original New Hope MBC 
was established about the year 1847, about 1.25 
miles NE of the present location. Elders James 
Osburne and James Overton may have been the 
first pastors. 

Early families in the church were Kim- 
brell, Lunsford, Overton, Osburne, Hunter, 
Tucker, Ryburn, Davis, Harvills, and Rawls. 
Many descendants of these families are still 
members of New Hope. 

The location of the original New Hope 
church building was located by what is now 
known as the Jewel Cemetery. 

According to New Hope's records, Zion 
Church was formed in January, 1861, by a two- 
member presbytery: Eld. James Osburne and dea- 
con J. Tucker, both associated with New Hope. It 
is reasonable to assume that other members from 
New Hope were instrumental in the formation of 
Zion MBC because of the distance and difficulties 
of attending services at New Hope. New Hope also 
assisted in the establishment of Oak Grove MBC. 

New Hope was a charter member of the 
Friendship Assoc. Eld. J.H.W. Overton was pas- 
tor, and A. J. Wharton, Mt. Elba was clerk. The 
messengers were William Coats, J. Clark and 


J.U.H. Wharton. The church reported 36 mem- 
bers. Eld. Overton was also pastor in 1874, J.N.H. 
Wharton, Toledo was clerk. The messengers were 
A. J. Wharton, B. F. Riburn, and J. W. Sadler. In 
1875 Eld. J. R. Green was pastor, John Clark, 
Toledo was clerk, and the messengers were J. W. 
Saddler, J.U.H. Wharton, and A. J. Wharton. 

In 1881 the original church building was 
abandoned and a new church was built 1.25 miles 
SE of the original site adjacent to the present New 
Hope Cemetery. In 1885 Bro. Ben Ryburn donated 
five acres of land for a church and cemetery. The 
present location is on Hwy. 114, approximately 
3.75 miles west of Calmer. 

From 1890. until 1950 the church re- 
mained essentially unchanged with few addi- 
tions and modifications. The church building 
was constructed of wide boards nailed vertically 
with large square nails. The interior was essen- 
tially unfinished with exposed studs on which 
lanterns were hung for light during evening ser- 
vices. 

Members born in the late 1930's indicate 
that New Hope may have ceased to hold services 
at times, and some say the church met with Zion 
at times for services. In 1941 Bro. John S. Bowl- 
in's home was destroyed by fire. He was church 
clerk, and all the church records were also de- 
stroyed in the fire. 

In 1949 the old building built in 1881 was 
torn down and replaced by a new building. This 
building continues to be utilized as an educa- 
tional building and fellowship hall. It is believed 
the church also met with Zion during this period. 

During the 1950's several additions were 
made to the church, including lengthening the 
auditorium. In 1971 construction was completed 
on a new auditorium, which was dedicated in 
1973. 


Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church 

Pleasant Hill MBC was organized during 
or before the year 1860. Most of the records up un- 
til 1938 have been lost or destroyed. 

Pleasant Hill was a charter member of the 
Association. Eld. I. R. Vick was pastor, and H. 
Brockman, Star City, was clerk. The church re- 
ported 87 members. T. B. O'Neal and W. A. Kea- 
heys represented the church in 1874. T. B. O'Neal 
was pastor in 1875 and also 1878. In 1875 the 
church reported 38 members, with 34 dismissed 
by letter. 


Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
Toledo 

Zion MBC was established in January, 
1861, in the Toledo Community, south of Rison. 
The presbytery was Eld. J. C. Osborne and J. 
Tucker, deacon, both from New Hope MBC. 

Charter members were S. W. Grace, N. S. 
Gunn, and J.H.W. Overton. It is thought the char- 
ter members were also from New Hope. 
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Pastors of Zion Church have included El- 
ders J.H.W. Overton, J. B. Searcy, Loftin Quinn, J. 
W. Fish, J. H. Gathwright, B. F. Barnes, W. A. 
Winston, G. F. Moody, A. A. Brown, J. H. Murray, 
and W. F. Lovelady. 

The church was a charter member of the 
Friendship Association. Eld. J.H.W. Overton, 
Pleasant Ridge was pastor in 1873, and J. M. 
Wharton, Toledo, was clerk. The church was rep- 
resented by the pastor, clerk, and W. H. Cash. The 
church reported 32 members. 

In December, 1877 a building committee 
was appointed to erect a house of worship in 
Toledo. This building apparently served the con- 
gregation until the 1920's, when the building was 
torn down and a 28 X 36 building was erected. 

Early in 1960 the church voted to add four 
Sunday School rooms, enlarge the auditorium, 
and refinish the old part of the building. 

In September, 1976 construction was be- 
gun on a new, brick auditorium. The first services 
were held on May 8, 1977. The old auditorium 
was converted into class rooms, a fellowship 
hall, and a kitchen. 


Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church 
Palmyra 

Bethlehem MBC was organized July 18, 
1861. Eld. J. B. Searcy became the first pastor, 
and suggested the name Bethlehem. 

Charter members were: John E. Owen, 
Bird G. Owen, Jesse F. Owen, Nancy Owen, Mary 
E. Owen, and Margaret A. Owen. Others joining by 
letter, experience and baptism were E. Ballard, S. 
E. Ballard, Eld. J. F. Hinson, Margaret Hinson 
and Nancy Collards. 

Following Eld. Searcy, other pastors in- 
cluded Elders John F. Hinson, M. Y. Moran, I. R. 
Vick, J.H.W. Overton, E.Y.A. Rodgers, D. E. Gam- 
brell, J. W. Fish, W. H. Cash, L. T. Grumbles, S. D. 
Grumbles, and Ben L. Bridges. 

Bethlehem MBC was originally a member 
of the Bartholomew Association; the church 
became a charter member of the Friendship 
Association. 


Enon Missionary Baptist Church 

Enon MBC was organized on October 20, 
1866 at a house in Hurricane Township, Bradley 
Co. 

Elders J. B. Searcy and J. R. Vick assisted 
in the organization. The charter members were: 
P. B. Andrews, J. C. Wright, Margaret Wright, 
Mary A. Edwards Ferguson, Sarah E. Wright, 
Benjamin Davis, Mary A. Wright and Eliza Ann 
Wright. 

Eld. J. B. Searcy was the first pastor and J. 
C. Wright was the first clerk. 

The church was a charter member of the 
Friendship Association. Eld. J.H.W. Overton was 
pastor in 1873 and Eld. J. B. Searcy was pastor in 
1874. J. R. Searcy was clerk. The church was rep- 


resented by J. B. Searcy, B. Davis, and M. Hol- 
brooks, and reported 59 members in 1873. 

The present brick building was erected in 
1956 where the old frame building once stood. 
The building had an auditorium and six Sunday 
School rooms. A wing with more rooms, fellow- 
ship hall and nursery was added in 1964. An- 
other building, choir loft and baptistry were also 
added. 


Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 

Friendship MBC was organized on May 
22, 1869. The charter members were Charley 
Case, Julia Case, C. C. Ross, John D. Brown, 
James Harris, Polly Reed, Charity Reed, Hariett 
Polk, S. T. Cope, Lee Horne, and Augustus Bridges. 
These people were formerly members of New 
Hope MBC. 

Services were held in a log school house 
for about two years. Land was deeded the church 
on Dec. 10, 1870 by Charlie and Julie Case for a 
church and cemetery. 

Eld. J. B. Searcy was the first pastor. 
Other pastors have included Bro. M. Y. Moran, 
J.H.W. Overton, George Moody, S. Barnes, Frank 
Barnes, Eugene Winston, Will Winston, A. 
Calvert, W. E. Sherrill, and R. A. Raney. 

The Association took its name from this 
church where the organizational meeting was 
held. At that time Friendship reported 124 mem- 
bers, and Bethlehem reported 102 members. Eld. 
M. Y. Moran was pastor in 1873 and T. S. 
Hampton was clerk. The church was represented 
by William Case, H. H. Jenkins and T. S. Hamp- 
ton. Messengers in 1884 were Lee Webb and T. J. 
Varnell, and 1878 by G. W. Reed and Aaron Reed. 

The church held services at the original 
location until March, 1929, when the church 
voted to move over to Highway 35. Bro. Edgar 
Favor donated the property. The old church 
building was torn down, and moved to the new lo- 
cation. 

Additions were made in 1958, a parsonage 
was built in 1969 and a new auditorium in 1978. 


Center Missionary Baptist Church 

Little information is available on the be- 
ginning of Center MBC. The 3 acres of land for 
the church was donated by Johnson Trucks in 
April, 1870. Three or four churches and a com- 
munity school shared the first building. 

The building was destroyed by fire in 
1939, and was rebuilt that same year. 

Plans were made for a new building early 
in 1986. Ground was broken March 16, and the 
first worship service was held on August 17, 1986. 
By May 7, 1988 construction was started on 
Sunday School rooms and_ fellowship hall. This 
building was dedicated on Nov. 20. 

The mobil home parsonage was sold, and 
a four bedroom parsonage was built in 1992. 
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According to the 1918 minute Eld. A. 
Calvert was pastor and Carl Reed was clerk. Other 
early pastors included Elders Jim White, G. E. 
Pucket, B. J. Pierce, C. A. Hampton, A. Calvert, 
Russell Ed_ Ratliff, James Montgomery, G. F. 
Moody, Frank Glover, B. G. Garner, and Richard 
Akin. Bro. Doney Blackerby was called as the 
first full-time pastor on Oct. 8, 1989. 


Bethel # 2 Missionary Baptist Church 

In September, 1871, a revival was held 
with Enon Church at Rye. Following this revival 
the church felt the need of organizing a new 
church nearer the homes of some of the members. 

Therefore, Enon MBC granted letters to 
thirteen members for the purpose of organizing a 
new church near the home of Bro. B. B. Martin, a 
deacon. The members were B. B. Martin, W. D. 
West, Uriah Ashcraft, N. B. Tucker, B. W. Martin, 
J. W. Hamilton, W. J. McCollough, M. E. Tucker, 
S. H. Martin, M. A. Sims, N. A. Martin, Sarah 
Hamilton and E. G. McCollough. 

According to J. E. Hunter, who served as 
church clerk for 30 years, other families who 
made up the church years ago include McKinneys, 
Byrd, Gardner, Rauls, Weeks, Crooks, Powers, 
Ferguson, Richardson, Kimbrills, Woodalls, 
Holderfields, Goggars and Straits. 

In October, 1871. Bethel petitioned the 
Bartholomew Association for membership. Bro. 
J. B. Searcy was pastor. When the Friendship As- 
sociation was organized in 1873, Bethel #2 was a 
charter member, and has been associated with 
the Friendship Association since that time. 

In addition to Eld. J. B. Searcy, other pas- 
tors have included Elders E. H. Owen, J.H.W. 
Overton, M. A. Gunter, W. H. Cash, J. E. Gathright, 
He. Waylon nds W., Kish; (W.CmHarley, J: H. 
Reynolds, G. W. Bray, G. G. Wray, B. J. Smith, W. 
A. Winston, and J. G. Murray. 

To provide a location for the church, and 
also a school house, Bethel Church bought two 
acres of land about one mile west of the present 
location. The church met there for about 20 
years. 

In 1890 the church purchased the present 
location. A 32 X 64 foot building was erected. 
Through the years this building was remodeled, 
refaced, and eventually replaced. 


Cornerville Missionary Baptist Church 

Details are sketchy concerning the begin- 
ning of Cornerville MBC. There is some evidence 
the church may originally have been known as 
Seven Mile Church. 

Records from Bethlehem MBC indicate 
that a letter was presented from the Cornerville 
Church to Bethlehem in 1863. 

The church was a charter member of the 
Association in 1873. The church was represented 
by W. J. Owen and J. H. Owen, and reported 48 
members. 


In 1874 the church reported Eld. E. H. 
Owen as pastor, J. H. Owen as clerk, and was rep- 
resented again by W. J. Owen. The church re- 
ported 42 members. 

The land was donated by Hamilton 
Stephens. An old frame building was replaced by 
a block building in 1967. The building had an au- 
ditorium and two Sunday School rooms. Ad- 
ditional Sunday School rooms were added in 
1971 and 1977. In 1986 new pews and carpet were 
purchased. 

Pastors of the church included Elders Ray 
Floyd, L. T. Grumbles, A. J. Cockcroft, I. Sackett, 
H. G. Johnson, W. D. Joyner, G. W. Wray, B. J. 
Smith, W. E. Sherrill, and J. G. Murray. 


Holly Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church, Star City 

Holly Springs MBC was organized on Nov. 
30, 1873. Bro. I. R. Vick, an ordained Baptist min- 
ister, moved from the Cornerville area to the 
Little Garnett community in 1873. Soon after 
this, he organized a congregation and donated the 
land on which to build a meeting house. This is 
the same location used by the church today. 

Eld. Vick was assisted in the organization 
by Elders M. Y. Moran and T. B. O'Neal. 

The original congregation was composed 
of twenty-seven charter members: Eld. I. R. Vick, 
pastor; Daniel Chance, deacon; J. M. Hawk, dea- 
con; William Wilks, C. H. Hawk, John Camster, J. 
A. Clary, Adolphis Wilks, Alexander Brown, 
Catherine Camster, Sarah Wilks, Rebecca John- 
son, Rebecca Brown, Theodocia Camster, Martha 
Hawk, Melvina Vick, L. F. Vick, Roeny Vick, Zel- 
pha Steward, Lieu Gillen, Nancy Cook, Mary 
Chance, Emely Burr and Elizabeth Bracaud. 

The church entered the Friendship Asso- 
ciation in 1874. C. H. Hawk was clerk, and he and 
Bro. Vick were messengers. 

Bro. Vick served the church as pastor un- 
til his death in 1896. The day before he died he 
rode horseback all day collecting money for a 
new church building because the congregation 
had outgrown the simple log cabin built at the 
time of the organization. Shortly after his death, 
the second building for the church was built. 
This large frame building served as the meeting 
place until fire broke out during a Sunday morn- 
ing service on March 14, 1954. By late in the af- 
ternoon, the men had moved the pulpit, pews, and 
piano, which had been saved, into the Garnett 
Community building, and evening services were 
held as scheduled. Less than three months later, 
the first services were held in a new tile block 
building. 

Other pastors included Elders E.Y.A. 
Rogers, J. W. Fish, H. A. Munn, D. E. Gambrell, 
E.J.A. McKinney, J. X. Smith, W. C. Harley, J. B. 
Swanner and B. L. Bridges. 

The church experienced growth and pros- 
perity in the 1960-1970's, which resulted in many 
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improvements to the building, and also a fellow- 
ship hall and parsonage. During the 1980's the 
church sponsored Calvary Mission in Jonesboro, 
which organized with a membership of near 100 
and a completed geodesic dome style building. 

In the summer of 1985 the church con- 
structed a new building and converted the old au- 
ditorium into classrooms. The first services were 
held in the new building on Feb. 16, 1986. The 
parsonage for Holly Springs is located in Star 
City: 


Pleasant Springs Missionary Baptist 
Church, Monticello 


Pleasant Springs MBC was organized as 
early as 1874. Some of the church's earliest mem- 
bers were: William Carr, Cornelia Callehan, Jane 
Thornton, J. A. Rogers, Mattie Strickland, Annie 
Smith, Jesse Tiner, Sallie Tiner, Nannie Carter, 
Lizzie McGee, Thomas McGee, J. W. McPherson, 
Bettie McPherson, Minnie Millen, John and R. L. 
Owen. 

The church was represented in the Asso- 
ciation in 1878. The pastor was J. F. Griffin, and 
J. C. Smith, Green Mount, was clerk. The church 
was represented by James Rogers and M. D. 
Parker, and reported 63 members. 

Other pastors have included Elders E. Y. 
A. Rodgers, J. S. Woods, D. E. Gambill, H. A. 
Munn, W. C. Harley, J. W. Sims, E. D. Allison, and 
W. A. Winston. 

The first building was a log cabin located 
north of Monticello where the Green Mount 
Cemetery is presently located. The deed to the 
land was dated April 22, 1890. 


Pleasant Ridge 


Missionary Baptist Church 

Pleasant Ridge MBC was established in 
1883 in the Pleasant Ridge community. Mt. Zion 
Church of the Kedron Community assisted in the 
establishment. 

The records before 1918 were destroyed in 
a house fire. 

Eld. J. H. W. Overton was the first pastor. 
J. W. Cash, J. M. England, William Coats, and J. 
S. Taylor are believed to be charter members. 

Other pastors have been Elders W. H. 
Cash, S. P. Davis, G. F. Brown, W. A. Winston, G. 
G. Wray, G. A. Jean, J. T. Kelley and A. J. Cabi- 
ness, 

The original building has been changed 
several times, and is presently used as an educa- 
tion building. The present auditorium was built 
in 1960 with another addition completed in 1979. 


New Home Missionary Baptist Church 
New Home MBC was organized on May 20, 
1888. Bro. J. W. Fish was moderator. 


The charter members were W. M. Rodgers, 
W. W. Dean, W. H. Hankins, Thomas J. Steed, 
Emma C. Steed, Matilda S. Willis, Alice Rodgers, 
and Annie E. Howe. 

Other pastors of New Home church have 
included Elders B. F. Barnes, J. R. Vick, W. B. Tay- 
lor, W. H. Cash, J. H. Overton, George F. Brown, S. 
A. Word, A. C. Rodgers, G. G. Wray, Alex Colvert, 
B. F. Walders, Jim Kelley, B. W. Pierce, and Cullen 
Johnson. 

The church first met in the school house 
beside New Home Cemetery. A new building was 
built at the present site in 1943 to replace the 
building which burned. 


Smyrna Missionary Baptist Church 

Smyrna MBC was organized on June 15, 
1890. The following twelve charter members met 
with Eld. I. R. Vick at the Friendship School 
House in the Wells Bayou Community: T.G.Y. 
Johnson, J. S. Johnson, Leonadus Reed, R. C. 
Bomgarner, Ellen V. Johnson, Elisa F. Johnson, 
Loula M. Norris, Maggie A. Johnson, Ella Norris, 
Mary T. Reed, Samantha R. Bomgarner and S. 
Attelia Batchelor. 

The church petitioned the Association in 
1890. 

Other pastors have included Elders J. W. 
Kimbrough, J. W. Fish, E. D. Allison, B. J. Smith, 
J. A. Geon, Claude Spyres, J. E. Cobb and C. N. 
Glover. 

From 1890 to 1895 the church met at the 
Friendship School House. In 1914 a committee 
reported a church site had been purchased. A 
building was erected on the present site and the 
first sermon was preached in it by Eld. E. D. Alli- 
son on April 18, 1915. 

The Landmark MBC of Gould was orga- 
nized out of the Smyrna Church in 1935. 

In January, 1946 the original building 
burned and the church met in the Wells Bayou 
School House until a new block building was 
built. The first services were held May 25, 1947. 
Sunday School rooms were added in 1954, and 
the building was remodeled in 1969. The old 
Sunday School rooms were town down in 1978 
and new Sunday School rooms, kitchen, and re- 
strooms were completed. 

A parsonage was first provided in 1956 
and a new parsonage was built in 1964. 


Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church 

Oak Grove MBC was organized on June 26, 
1892 in the Calmer Community. 

Charter members were: Mr and Mrs. J. E. 
Case, Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Reed, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
Tucker, and Mr. and Mrs. James Coats. 

Until a church building was built, the 
church met at May School House and at arbors. 
The church has not changed locations. 
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There was also an Oak Grove in the Asso- 
ciation in 1873, 1874, and 1878. However, this 
church gave a Star City address. 

Oak Grove Petitioned the Friendship As- 
sociation in 1892. The church was represented by 
Z. L. Crawford, who was the first deacon. 

Eld. T. J. Varnell was the first pastor. 
Other pastors were Elders E. F. Appling, F. P. 
Davis, J. W. Sims, J.H.W. Overton, W. A. Winston, 
R. W. Glover, W. E. Sherrill, and C. N. Glover. 


Lone Grove Missionary Baptist Church 

Lone Grove MBC was organized in 1898 in 
the Old Blake School House in the Feenyville 
Community, approximately five miles NE of Star 
City. Services were held there until 1902. 

In 1946 the land was sold and the building 
was razed to rebuild at the Feeneyville Cross 
Roads. In December of 1960, the members voted 
to construct a new building across the road. This 
building was completed and the first services 
were held on April 22, 1962. 

Among the pastors have been Elders J. W. 
Fish, C. A. Lamb, W. A. Winston, J. A. Shepherd, 
McDaniel, Frank Glover, G. E. Puckett, and Veo 
Glover. 


Harmony Missionary Baptist Church 
Pine Bluff 

Harmony MBC was organized in June, 
1899, by Bro. A. C. Miller, associational mis- 
sionary. Pleasant Ridge MBC assisted in the or- 
ganization. Harmony joined the Association in 
1899. 

The charter members were: Fannie 
Ballew, Celia Ballew, Tennie McMillan, Cora 
Hunt, Mrs. Forister, Mrs. Frank Julian, Mr. and 
Mrs. T. I. Steed, Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin, J. R. 
Grumbles, and Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Jacks. 

A Sunday School was organized Oct. 21, 
1899. Four Sunday School rooms were built in 
1957 and four more in 1960. 

On July 5, 1953, the original church build- 
ing burned. Services were temporarily held in a 
tent. The new building was dedicated on Dec. 20, 
1953. 

The parsonage was built in 1963. A fel- 
lowship hall was added and the church was 
bricked in 1979. 


Whiteville Missionary Baptist Church 
Pine Bluff 

Whiteville MBC was organized on Sep. 13, 
1916 in the Whiteville School Building. 

The charter members were Mr. and Mrs. 
F. L. Ashcraft, Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Brown, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. J. Cooper, Dr. and Mrs. J. L. Adams, Mr. 
and Mrs. Garvin Willis, Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Nicholas, Mrs. Margaret Marsh, Mrs. L. E. 
Mitcham, Miss Vennie Koonce, R.C.R. Koonce, 
and Mrs. Sada Nicholas. 


Bro. F. E. Winston was the first pastor. 
Other pastors have included Elders A. A. Brown, 
O. E. Sharp, Ben Walters, Ray Morrow, Hall 
Mark, Jim Kelley, G. E. Puckett, W. E. Haynie, and 
J. C. Johnson. 

On May 18, 1919, Bro. John Lemmonds 
gave the church an acre of land. A church build- 
ing was erected and dedicated on May 17, 1919. 

In April, 1959 the church voted to begin a 
building program. By 1965 a tile brick audito- 
rium and classrooms were completed. New 
church furniture was added, and the building was 
dedicated on Sep. 7, 1969. 

Three more acres were purchased and 
plans were made a build a parsonage, which was 
completed during the summer of 1974. 

In 1980 work was begun on the present 
sanctuary. The first services were held on July 
27, 1982. Later the old building was remodeled for 
more classrooms, nursery, offices, and a fellow- 
ship hall. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 


Gould 

Landmark MBC was organized on Nov. 17, 
1935 as Varner MBC in the Varner Community. 
The Smyrna MBC of the Wells Bayou Community 
assisted in the establishment. 

Charter members were J. W. and Alma 
Harrison, Ollie Myrtle (Knight) Roebuck, Jeffer- 
son Owen and Chrystal (Ashcraft) Knight, John 
Thomas and Cornelia (Lavender) Knight, George 
Wesley Knight, Hazel Knight, Mr. and Mrs. J. O. 
Ashcraft, Virgel and Zula (Palmertree) Knight, 
Joe Johnson, Onna Mae (Knight) Wilkins, G. F. 
and Anna McCool, Rufus Clyde and Mattie 
(Knight) Johnson, and Hazel Johnson. 

For the first five years the church met in 
the old school building at Varner. In 1940 the 
church voted to build in Gould and changed to the 
present name. In 1948 the church moved from 
North Main to its present location on Hwy. 65 in 
Gould. In 1958 the present buildings were con- 
structed. The church built its first parsonage in 
L959: 

Pastors of the church have included: Ben 
H. Walters, G. L. Richardson, Edward Byrd, 
Harold Johnston, Ralph Parnell, Leo Causey, C. 
N: Glover, C. L. Tynes, C..L. Jones, and, Ottie 
Brown. 

Landmark sponsored a mission in Du- 
mas, which became Calvary MBC. The church 
also endorsed two mission projects in the Mar- 
tinsburg, WV area, and were assisted by the 
Friendship Association. 


Shady Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Glendale 
The Shady Grove MBC was organized May 
12, 1940. Bethlehem MBC of Palmyra was the 
sponsoring church. 
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Charter members were Mrs. Lottie Brown, 
Mrs. Rosa Anderson, Mrs. Lona Linzy, Mr. Otto 
Linzy, Mrs. Velma Smith, Mr. Nick Smith, Mrs. 
Mary Will Owen, Mr. Otto Owen, and Mrs. Helen 
Ballew. 

Bro. W. A. Winston was the first pastor. 
Other pastors included Elders Havis McBryde, 
Leo. A. Causey, Winfred Mears, Edward Byrd, 
Paul Goodwin, Frank Glover, John Francis 
Kimbrell, Kenneth Warford, James Johnson, El- 
don Fowler, Carl Cravens, Larry Earhart, Calvin 
Terry, Jimmy Tooke and Wayne Newton. 

The church met in the homes of members 
and under the shade trees at the present site until 
they built a building in 1940-1941 on land do- 
nated by Mr. Lee Rodgers and Mr. Roy Linzy. In 
1952-1953 five Sunday School rooms were added 
to the building. The auditorium has been remod- 
eled, with a new entrance, pastor's study, choir 
loft, and new pews. 


South Side Missionary Baptist Church 
Star City 

South Side MBC was organized on May 17, 
1942, as a result of mission work done by Elders 
Stacy Owen and A. J. Wall. Charter members were 
Bro. and Mrs. Veo Glover, Bro. and Mrs. C. M. 
Scott, Bro. and Mrs. Linzy Johnson, Bro. and 
Mrs. E. L. Vick, Bro. and Mrs. W. H. Whitehead, 
and Mrs. Annie May Owen. 

On July 5, Eld. Stacy Owen was called as 
the first pastor. Other pastors have included 
Elders Conan Doyle, Bill Johnson and J. W. 
Kesner. 

On May 1, 1943 the church began meeting 
in their first building which was built by mem- 
bers and friends of the church on land donated by 
J. H. Gober. 

In 1953 a new sanctuary was added to the 
building, and the old space was then used for 
classrooms. A parsonage was completed in 1964. 

The first service in the present church 
building was held on Nov. 23, 1969. In 1987 the 
church began construction on a new fellowship 
hall and educational complex, which added eight 
large classrooms and a larger fellowship hall. 


Hopedale Missionary Baptist Church 


Winchester 

Early in the 1940's settlers in the Winch- 
ester area saw a need for a church and Sunday 
School. On April 15, 1945, under the leadership 
of Bro. S. L. Tucker, assisted by Bro. Stacy N. 
Owens, Hopedale MBC was organized with the fol- 
lowing charter members: Bro. and Sis. G. S. 
Green, Bro. and Sis. Alfred Green, Bro. and Sis. O. 
H. Scifres, Bro. and Sis. William Henthorne, 
Myrtis Green, Mrs. Cecil Green, Edith Green, and 
Bro. Hollis Green. 

In 1946 Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Collins gave an 
acre of land for a church and cemetery. The first 
building was completed early in 1947. In 1968 a 


new church building was started. The old build- 
ing was moved to the colored church site in 
Winchester. The first services were held in the 
new building on May 25, 1969. The building was 
dedicated on Aug. 3, 1969. 

Hopedale's pastors have included S. L. 
Tucker, Alex Calvert, Doyle Temple, Dean Cross, 
Robert Boone, Cecil O'Brine, L. T. Fiser and 
George Raley. 


Westside Missionary Baptist Church 
Dermott 

Westside MBC was organized on July 26, 
1953. Charter members were Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Ferguson, J. M. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Lay 
and Mary Jane, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Palmer, 
Mrs. Frank Palmer, Eld. and Mrs. Doyle Temple 
and Modena Temple. 

Eld. Doyle Temple was the missionary 
and first pastor. Other pastors have included 
Elders G. S. Crane, Jerrell Huffman, Charlie Bu- 
ford, Elbert Hardcastle, and Jim Brown. 


Crigler Missionary Baptist Church 

The Crigler MBC was organized on March 
14, 1954. The Smyrna Church in Wells Bayou 
Community assisted in the organization. Pastor 
W. L. Adams was conducting services every other 
Sunday in the old Crigler school building. 

Charter members were: Nelson and Lona 
Fay Craig, Mary Linda Craig, Joyce Craig, H. S. 
and Opal Phillips, Earnest Carter, Basil and 
Erma Hoyt, Mrs. C. C. Hoyt, Sue Hoyt, Lila Hoyt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Cook, Mrs. B. W. Phillips, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. B. Williamson, Emma Louise 
Williamson, John Brewster, Mrs. Mary Calloway 
and Mary Ann James. 

In 1959 the church moved to the present 
location. 

Pastors have included Elders Jimmy 
Took, Jimmy Dean, Carl Craven, John Nelson, 
Frank Glover, Elmer Byerly, and Mike Crane. 


First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, 
McGehee 

The First Landmark MBC was organized 
on October 28, 1955. Bro. W. L. Adams was elected 
as missionary pastor. There were twelve charter 
members. 

The church met in the old Boy's Club until 
a building was built in 1976. 

Other pastors have included Oscar Young, 
John McGrath, Bernie Joe Brown, M. C. 
Williams, LeRoyce McNeil, John Ward, W. O. 
Blair, Frank Meredith, Orville Clark, Bill Mc- 
Daniel, James Coburn and Daryl Mitchell. 


Faith Missionary Baptist Church 
Monticello 
Faith MBC started as a mission from 
Holly Springs MBC. The mission was organized 
into a church on Feb. 23, 1975. Charter members 
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were L. D. Falkner, pastor; Christine Falkner, J. 
H. Henderson, Flodean Henderson, Hoyt 
Woodruff, Laurie Woodruff, Louvenia Fore, 
Sammie Marcussen, Polly Hayden, George Hay- 
den, Penny Fore, and Sue Hayden. 

Pastors include Elders L. D. Falkner, 
Jerry Reed, John Ward, Claude Fox, Otto Blair, 
Joe Lunsford, and David Leopard. 

The church was first located at 100 W. 
Slemons Street. The church moved to the present 
location on Drew Co. Road 129 in 1977. A double- 
wide trailer was purchased as a church building. 


Macedonia and Mt. Zion did not furnish 
histories. Both were charter member of the Asso- 
ciation. 

According to one source, Mt. Zion MBC 
was organized in 1857. In 1873 Eld. J. S. Taylor 
was pastor of Mt. Zion and G. W. England, Randol 
was clerk. The church was represented by the pas- 
tor, clerk, and J. England, and reported 20 mem- 
bers. 

Mt. Zion was not represented in 1875. In 
1875 J. R. Green was pastor and J. W. Cash, Lehi, 
was clerk. The church was represented by A. A. 
Bridges, G. W. England, and P. J. Taylor. 

In 1878, Bro. J. H. W. Overton was pastor, 
and J. W. Cash, Randall, was clerk. The church 
was represented by M. P. Taylor. 


In 1873 J. H. W. Overton was pastor of 
Macedonia, and E. B. Hobson, Mt. Elba, was 
clerk. The church was represented by D. W. Ward- 
low, T. N. May, and J. J. May. 

In 1874 Bro. Overton was still pastor. S. 
McDaniel, Mt. Elba was clerk. The church was 
represented by D. W. Wardlow. In 1875 the pastor 


1This hymn book was compiled by Graves and 
Pendleton, and was published by the Southern 
Baptist Publication Society, of which J. R. Graves 
was a principal. The back cover of the minute fea- 
tured a full-page of publications, including works by 
Graves, Pendleton, A. C. Dayton, et al 

2This hymn book contained only the words. The 
leader would "line out" the song to be sung. There was 
an Arkansas edition of the Southern Psalmist. 
3Spring Hill was organized in June, 1848, by Miles 
Milford Wallace. This church was the original loca- 
tion of the Applings, Gartmans, Ramicks, Taylors, 


and clerk continued, and the church was repre- 
sented by S. McDaniel and Robert May. 

In 1878 Eld. J. R. Green was pastor, S. 
McDaniel was still clerk. The church was repre- 
sented by D. M. Hall. 


It should be noted that three churches 
near the northern boundary of the Association at 
times also fellowshipped in the Pine Bluff As- 
sociation. 

The Sardis Church in Grapevine, and the 
Providence Church, 12 miles west of Pine Bluff 
were both charter members. 

The Spring Hill Church, south or 
Grapevine, petitioned the Association in 1874, 
and remained with the Association until it 
ceased to hold services about 1905. 

The Spring Hill Church was organized in 
June, 1848, by Eld. Miles Milford Wallace. It was 
first a member of the Saline Association, which 
met there in 1852, and then was a member of the 
Pine Bluff Association, from 1861 until 1874. At 
the time of the organization of the Pine Bluff As- 
sociation, the Spring Hill Church reported 99 
members and the Philadelphia Church 102 
members. 


Lybrands,Wilkinsons, and others important in 
Baptist life in Jefferson and Grant counties. The 
church ceased to exist after 1905. 

4See the chapter on the Pine Bluff Association for a 
biographical sketch. 

SHistory of the First Baptist Church of Pine Bluff, 
1853-1935, p. 6. 

6History, pp. 8-9, and Robert B. Semple, History of 
the Baptist in Virginia, p. 161. 

7 According to information compiled later, the figure 
should be 11 years, beginning in 1896, with some 
breaks. 

8History, Friendship Missionary Baptist 
Association, 1873-1987, p. 38. 
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The organizational meeting of the Blue 
Mountain Association was held with Richwoods 
Church, October 17, 1874. 

The preface read: 

"In view of the great utility of Christian 
combination in order to promote Union, Love, 
Fellowship and intelligence throughout ‘the 
Churches of Christ, and in order to advance the 
Redeemer's Kingdom in this portion of country; 
messengers from the following Missionary Bap- 
tist Churches, viz: Blue Mountain, Fellowship, 
Flatwoods, Hepshaba, Hopewell, Macedonia, Mt. 
Zion and Richwoods, convened with the Rich- 
woods Church, Stone County, Arkansas, on Sat- 
urday, October 17th., 1874, for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a Missionary Baptist Association be- 
tween the rivers White and Little Red. 

"The Convention organized by choosing 
Eld. J. H. Morris as Moderator, and James M. 
McCallister as Clerk. 

"The letters from the several Churches 
represented, were then read, and the messengers' 
names enrolled, as follows: 

Blue Mountain: James Hocott and R. M. 
Broyles 

Fellowship: Wm. D. Gray, John H. Gray 
and John W. Douglass 

Flatwoods: Eld. J. H. Morris, Wm. R. Hin- 
kle, Geo. P. Hopper and John Hinkle 

Hepshaba: Elders A. J. Cummings and J. 
W. Moody, and Bro. A. J. Wilson 

Hopewell: John H. Gray 

Macedonia: R. P. Phillips 

Mt. Zion: Elders A. R. Stephenson and A. 
Adkins, and Bros. U. J. Satterfield and J. B. 
preece 


Richwoods: James M. McCallister, J. 
Johnston, John A. Cartwright and James M. 
Miller 

The following committees were then ap- 
pointed by the Moderator: 

Committee on Religious Exercises: The 
Deacons and Clerk of Richwoods Church 

Committee on Arrangement of Business: 
John Hinkle, A. J. Satterfield and John H. Gray 
(of Fellowship Church). 

Committee to draft Constitution and 
Rules of Decorum: Elders A. J. Cummings, A. R. 
Stephenson, J. W. Moody, A. Adkins and the 
Moderator 

RESOLVED, That the First Annual Ses- 
sion of this Association be held with the Flat- 
woods Church, Stone County, AR, commencing 
on Friday before the fourth Sabbath in Septem- 
ber,.1875. 

Eld. J. H. Morris was elected to preach the 
Introductory Sermon. Eld. A. R. Stephenson, al- 
ternate. 

QUERY. Shall we recognize Church and 
Pulpit affiliation? Unanimous answer by the 
Body. NO. 

On Sunday morning following the ad- 
journment of the Association, the stand was oc- 
cupied by Eld. A. R. Stephenson who preached 
from Luke 18:26; and after a short recess, Eld. J. 
H. Morris preached from Jude 3. The clerk noted, 
"It is hoped that these sermons may prove as 
bread cast upon the waters to be gathered up even 
many days hence--as a savor of life unto life, 
rather than of death unto death." 


Statistical Table 


Church Organ. Mem. Pastor 
Blue Mountain 116 A.R. Stephenson 
Fellowship 1858 104 + J.H. Morris 
Flatwoods 1853 104. + J.H. Morris 
Hepshaba 1871 55 A.J. Cummings 
Hopewell 50 ~=60A. R. Stephenson 
Macedonia 1873 24 J.Hz. Morris 
Mt. Zion 8&2. « A. Adkins 
Richwoods 1867 92 J.H. Morris 


Clerk and Post Office 
S. D. Broils, Blue Mountain 
J. M. Stafford, Buckhorn 
J. F. Patterson, Riggsville 
B. F. Hogue, Shiloh 

Marshall 

R. P. Phillips, Wolf Bayou 
U. J. Satterfield, Providence 
J. M. McCallister, Mt. View 


The Flatwoods and Blue Mountain Church previously fellowshipped in the Rocky Bayou Asso- 
ciation. The Flatwoods Church hosted that Association in 1870 and the Blue Mountain Church hosted 


the Association in 1872. 


Host Churches, Officers, etc 


Year Church Moderator Clerk-Treasurer Host Pastor _ Churches 
1874 Richwoods J. H. Morris J. M. McCallister J. H. Morris 8 
1875 Flatwoods 

1876 

1877 

1878 Richwoods A. R. Stevenson J. M. McCallister J. H. Morris 8 
1879 Hopewell A. R. Stevenson J. M. McCallister A. R. Stevenson 7 
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1880 Mt. Zion A. R. Stevenson J. M. McCallister J. Kimbrell i. 
1881 Fellowship J. H. Morris J. M. McCallister J. H. Morris S 
1882 Richwoods A. R. Stevenson — J. M. McCallister J. M. McCallister 10 
1883 Macedonia A. R. Stevenson = T. W. Wright T. W. Wright 12 
1884 Mt. Zion A. R. Stevenson J. M. McCallister T. L. Thompson 13 
1885 Blue Mtn. A. R. Stevenson J. M. McCallister A. R. Stevenson 17 
1886 Pleasant Grove A.R. Stevenson J. M. McCallister H. F. Hester 14 
1887 Hopewell A. R. Stevenson’ C. P. Colbert A. R. Stevenson 17 
1888 Flatwoods A. R. Stevenson’ C. P. Colbert, J. Hancock J. M. McCallister 15 
1889 Trace Ridge T. W. McInturff C. P. Colbert, J. Hancock CrT. Cotton 19 
1890 Fellowship J. M. McCallister C. P. Colbert, J. Copeland H. Fs Hester 10 
1891 Macedonia J. M. McCallister C. P. Colbert, J. Copeland J. M. McCallister 13 
1892 Flat Rock A. R. Stevenson’ C. P. Colbert, J. Hancock J. R. Pennington 13 
1893 Blue Mtn. A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, J. Copeland  S. T. Cypert 12 
1894 Pl. Grove A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, J. Copeland J. McCallister 14 
1895 Mt. Zion A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, J. Copeland T. B. Nowlin 13 
1896 Richwoods A. R. Stevenson J. M. McCallister 13 
1897 Flatwoods A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, J. W. Hess J. M. McCallister 15 
1898 Marshall A. R. Stevenson J.T. Gray, J. W. Hess A. R. Stevenson 12 
1899 Pl. Grove A.R. Stevenson J. McCallister, J. W. Hess J. M. McCallister 15 
1900 Blue Mtn. A.R. Stevenson — Jess Rose, J. W. Hess T. J. King 13 
1901 Mt. Zion A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, J. W. Hess J. D. Rose 11 
1902 Flatwoods A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, J. W. Hess T. J. King 13 
1903. Evening Shade A.R.Stevenson J. McCallister, J. M. Hinkle W. A. Wade 11 
1904 Richwoods J. M. McCallister C. P. Colbert, J. M. Hinkle J. McCallister 11 
1905 Marshall A. R. Stevenson C. P. Colbert, W. J. Gower A. R. Stevenson 9 
1906 Blue Min. A. R. Stevenson C. P. Colbert, W. J. Gower C> PaxColbert 11 
1907 Pl. Grove A. R. Stevenson’ J. McCallister, J. P. Ramsey 13 
1908 Flatwoods A. R. Stevenson’ J. McCallister, J. P. Ramsey 14 
1909 Canaan A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, W.A.Wade A.R.Stevenson 14 
1910 Marcella A. R. Stevenson J. McCallister, Jess Hinkle W.M. Thompson 15 
1911 Macedonia J. M. McCallister G. C. Colson, W. A. Wade F. M. Phillips 14 
1912 Blue Min. J. M. McCallister J. Wallingsford, W. A. Wade J. D. Taylor 18 
1913 Mt. Zion J. M. McCallister J. Wallingsford, W. A.Wade_ C. T. Cotton 12 
1914 Richwoods J. M. McCallister W. A. Davis, W. A. Wade 13 
1915 Mt. Joy J. M. McCallister W. A. Davis, W. A. Wade 13 
1916 Elizabeth J. M. McCallister W. J. Poff, W. A. Wade 10 
1917 Shady Grove J. M. McCallister Retha Cross, W. A. Wade John Kelley 13 
1918 Canaan J. M. McCallister Retha Cross, W. A. Wade J. G. Hancock 11 
1919 Mt. Zion J. M. McCallister Retha Cross, W. A. Wade T. J. Wilson 7 
1920 Flatwoods J. M. McCallister Retha Cross, W. A. Wade R. A. Suggs 10 
1878 "The reading of the Western Baptist, pub- 


The Fourth Annual Session was held with 
Richwoods Church, Stone Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. William L. Carnett, 
from the Macedonia Church. 

Eld. Andrew R. Stevenson was elected as 
Moderator and James M. McCallister was elected 
as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the following Associations: Rocky Bayou, 
David T. Martin; Little Red River, W. A. Brice; 
Yellville, John W. Kimble. 

The motion to seat the messengers of the 
Hopewell Association lost "for proof of regularity 
in the re-organization of the Association." 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
was composed of J. H. Morris, W. H. Suttlefield 
and J. M. McCall. The committee recommended: 


lished at Little Rock; also, the Baptist, published 
at Memphis, Tennessee, but more especially the 
Western Baptist, as it is our State organ." 

On motion, the report was amended as fol- 
lows: "We recommend that this association ad- 
vise its churches, each, to form a society for the 
purpose of procuring Orchards' History of 
Baptist, Jones' History of Baptists, Fords' Mile- 
stone of Time, and Rays’ Succession of Baptists." 

The following query was answered: "Have 
deacons scriptural authority to administer the 
church ordinances?" Answer: "No." 

The close affinity to the Rock Bayou As- 
sociation was demonstrated by the following res- 
olution: "That this association propose, through 
letter and messenger, to the Rocky Bayou 
Association, at the next meeting of that body: 
that the two associations unite in constituting a 
Mission District for the purpose of placing a mis- 
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sionary in the field, to labor in the bounds of the 
two associations for the next ensuing year." 

Those preaching at this meeting included: 
11 AM Saturday, William L. Carnett; Candlelight, 
A. R. Stephenson; 11 AM Sunday, William L. 
Carnett from I Thess. 4:16, also J. H. Morris and 
A. J. Cummings; Monday at 11 AM, John Kimbel 
from John 3:16. 


Blue Mountain: J. E. Webb, David Dear- 
den; Eld. A. R. Stephenson, pastor; R. M. Broyles, 
clerk, Blue Mountain, 110 members 

Fellowship: J. J. Hancock, William 
Richardson; A. J. Cummings, pastor; J. J. Han- 
cock, clerk, Buck Horn, 91 members 

Flatwoods: Eld. J. H. Morris, A. Overton, 
John Hinkle, W. H. Wade; W. L. Carnett, pastor; R. 
C. East, clerk, 86 members. 

Hepseba: Eld. A. J. Cummings, J. W. 
Moody, Martin Dollar; Eld. A. J. Cummings, pas- 
tor; J. S. Joy, clerk; Shiloh, 38 members 

Hopewell: J. W. Mathis, J. W. Lay, H. Horn, 
A. C. Sanders; Eld. J. W. Kimbell, pastor; J. W. 
Mathis, clerk; Wiley's Cove, 53 members 

Macedonia: W. L. Carnett, J. R. Rhodes, 
William Warren, T. J. Hutson; Eld. William Car- 
nett, pastor; R. P. Phillips, clerk; Wolf Bayou, 39 
members 

Mount Pleasant: not represented 

Mt. Zion: G. B. Treece, G. Mabrey, W. H. 
and S. R. Sutterfield; A. R. Stephenson, pastor; W. 
H. Sutterfield, clerk; Providence, 81 members 

Richwoods: J. Johnson, S. T. Martin, J. P. 
Ramsey, J. M. McCallister; J. H. Morris, pastor; J. 
M. McCallister, clerk, Mountain View, 69 mem- 
bers 


In the advertisement of the Western Bap- 
tist, it was stated the paper was established in 
September, 1873, with T. B. Esby as editor. It was 
also stated, "This Paper is the Organ of the Bap- 
tist Denomination in Arkansas,...". However, in 
the 1879 minute an advertisement was made of 
The Baptist Reflector, with T. B. Espy as the 
Arkansas Editor. It was noted, "It takes the place 
of the late Western Baptist...It has finished its 
course, and all unexpired subscriptions due by it 
will be filled by the Reflector." 


1879 

The 1879 meeting was held with Hopewell 
Church, Wiley's Cove, Searcy Co. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. A. R. Steven- 
son from Eph. 4:4. 

Eld. Stevenson was elected as Moderator 
and James M. McCallister was elected as Clerk. 

Eld. T. P. Cypert was seated as a corre- 
sponding messenger from the Rocky Bayou As- 
sociation and John Kimbell, Charles O'Neal and 
J. K. O'Neal were seated from the Yellville Asso- 
ciation. 

Two queries were answered: "What will 
disqualify a Minister for administering the Or- 
dinance of Baptism?" "A failure to fill the mea- 


sure of the Standard, as given in the 3rd chapter 
of I Timothy, and cancellation of his creden- 
tials.“ 

"Has a church the right to withdraw the 
Deaconship from a Deacon for any cause, and yet 
retain him as a member in full fellowship?" "Yes" 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Rocky Bayou, Yellville, and Little 
Red River Associations. 

Elder John Kimbell preached three times 
at this session and Eld. Stevenson preached at 11 
AM on Sunday. 

1880 

The 1880 meeting was held with Mt. Zion 
Church in Searcy Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. A. R. Stevenson from I John 
3:13-14. 

The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected. 

A petition for Correspondence was re- 
ceived from the Union Association by messen- 
gers Eld. Isaac Branscomb and J. J. Martin. 

Eld. Isaac Sutterfield was a visitor from 
the Providence Association. 

The committee appointed to examine the 
Union Association reported the Articles of Faith 
did not correspond. They also reported the 
Hopewell Association, "which is now an integral 
part of the said Union Baptist Association, was, 
prior to said union, irregular in origin, notwith- 
standing the decision of the said Union Baptist 
Association to the contrary." 

The Association passed a resolution urg- 
ing the "Union Association to agree with us in 
Articles of Faith and rescind the action of the 
Union Association by which the decision of the 
Blue Mountain Association relative to the or- 
ganic existence of the so-called Hopewell Associ- 
ation, was disputed, and that we send two mes- 
sengers to the next session of Union Association, 
to bear this solicitation." 

Two queries were received: "Is the Wash- 
ing of the Saint's Feet a church ordinance?" "No." 
"Is Foot Washing a Church Duty at all?" "No." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Rocky Bayou, Union, and Little Red 
River Associations. 

The Saturday PM Message was preached 
by Eld. B. H. Lumpkin from Psalm 90:1. 

On Sunday Sabbath School lectures were 
brought by Elders B. H. Lumpkin and A. R. 
Stevenson, followed by preaching by Eld. J. H. 
Morris from John 15:10. On Sunday night Eld. J. 
W. Rambo preached from Psalm 1:6. On Monday, 
Eld. J. H. Morris preached from John 5:9 and at 
night from II Tim. 4:2. 

The Articles of Faith were published. The 
three-page statement was basically the New 
Hampshire Confession. 

Churches represented at this session were 
Blue Mountain, Fellowship, Flatwoods, 
Hopewell, Macedonia, Mt. Zion, and Richwoods. 
The Hepseba church was not represented by letter 
or by messenger. 
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The minute carried an advertisement of 
the American Baptist Flag, with D. B. Ray as edi- 
tor. The paper was presented as "The Leading 
Baptist Paper in the West." 

1881 

The 1881 meeting was held with Friend- 
ship Church, Wallace Cove, in Stone Co. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. H. 
Morris from Rom. 10:15. 

The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected. 

Petitionary letters were received from Red 
Door Church, Stone Co. and Mt. View Church, 
Van Buren Co. The Red Door Church was repre- 
sented by J. F. Cunningham. R. C. East, Mt. View, 
was Clerk, and Eld. J. M. McCallister, was 
Pastor. The Mt. View Church listed Eld. J. W. 
Swafford as pastor, and E. Collins, Middle Set- 
tlement, as Clerk. 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
recommended "Our State Paper, The Evangel," 
Baptist Succession by D. B. Ray, Ford's Christian 
Repository, Orchard's History, and the American 
Baptist Flag. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "We do most earnestly recommend that 
parents be required to take an active part in 
Sabbath-schools, by leading their children to the 
Sabbath-school and engaging in the duties of the 
same." 

Hopewell Church, through letter, re- 
quested the Association rescind the action of the 
last session, by which it had declared the wash- 
ing of the saints' feet not a church duty. On mo- 
tion, the act was rescinded." 

Elders J. H. Morris, A. R. Stevenson, and 
Bro. John M. Wolf were appointed as messengers 
from the association to the Baptist State Con- 
vention, to be held in Little Rock on Nov. 2, 1881. 
Others preaching at this session included Elders 
A. E. Nixon from Gal. 3:29, J. W. Miller from I 
Tim. 3:15, W. M. Denton from John 9:4, J. M. 
McCallister from Heb. 2:6, J. W. Swafford from 
Matt 28:6, and T. L. Thompson from Rev. 22:17. 

1882 

The 1882 meeting was held with Rich 
Woods Church, Stone Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. J. M. McCallister. 

Eld. Andrew Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected 
as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Salem Church, Searcy Co., A. R. Stephen- 
son, pastor; A. J. Stephenson, clerk. 

Shiloh Church, Marshall, Searcy Co., C. 
P. Colbert, pastor; J. H. Gray, clerk. 

A petition for correspondence was pre- 
sented by the Union Association by her messen- 
ger, David Boyd. A motion to grant correspon- 
dence was lost. 

On Sunday at 10 AM, the Committee on 
Missions reported: 

"Resolved, That the moderator appoint a 
committee of seven energetic and discreet 


brethren to be known as the 'Associational Mis- 
sion Board,’ three of whom shall constitute a 
quorum, whose duty it shall be to hold meetings 
in different parts of our associational bounds, 
and raise funds for the mission work; and it shall 
have power to appropriate said funds as it deems 
best; in assisting weak churches and occupying 
destitute points." 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. J. H. Morris. 

A committee was appointed to draft rea- 
sons why the Association refuses correspondence 
with Union Baptist Association. 

The Committee on Sabbath-schools noted 
one school report. They stated, "We simply regard 
a Sunday-school as a church at work. But we 
would warn all of so-called 'Union Schools' and 
unsound literature: let your schools and litera- 
ture be baptistic." 

The Committee to draft themes for a min- 
ister's and deacon's meeting assigned pastors and 
deacons to the following subjects for discussion: 
Atonement, Duty of Pastors, How to prepare a 
sermon, History of Baptists, Ordinances of the 
Church, Feet-Washing, Sunday-schools, 
Temperance, Duty of Churches to their Pastors, 
Duty of Deacons, 

The first meeting was appointed at Flat- 
woods, February, 1883. 

A series of queries were presented, resem- 
bling those presented by Dr. J. R. Graves in Old 
Landmarkism. 

"Resolved, That we recommend our 
churches to recall the credentials of and expunge 
all ministers who teach heresy or practice pulpit 
affiliation, without ceremony." 

Correspondents were appointed to the 
Rocky Bayou, Little Red River, and White River 
Associations. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. M. McCallister from II Cor. 10:4, A. R. 
Stephenson from Matt. 25:46, J. H. Morris from 
Matt. 28:19; T. W. Wright from I Cor. 15:57, T. L. 
Thompson from II Cor. 15:35 and J. H. Morris 
from Acts 16:30. 

1883 

The 1883 meeting was held with Macedo- 
nia Church, Cleburne Co. 

Eld. A. R. Stevenson, Marshall was elected 
as Moderator and T. W. Wright, Mountain View, 
was elected as Clerk. 

The Mt. View Church was granted a letter 
of dismission to unite with the Little Red River 
Association. 

Preaching at this session were Elders W. 
T. Webb from I Pet. 5:2, J. H. Morris from Eph. 
4:3, C. H. Mayfield from Rev. 22:1, and J. B. Fort- 
ner from John 5:28. 

The Mission Board reported three meet- 
ings had been held, at Mt. View, Richwoods, and 
Blue Mountain. Receipts of $40.35 had been re- 
ceived from seven churches. The board reported 
four places as being destitute of preaching, then 
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recommended "the body appoint a more efficient 
Board, as some of the members failed to respect 
the duties imposed upon them by the Associa- 
tion." 

Themes assigned for the Preacher's and 
Deacon's meeting included: Atonement, Errors of 
Campbellism, Errors of Methodism, Feet 
Washing, Sabbath Schools, Repentance, Faith, 
Office of the Holy Spirit, Peculiarities of the 
Church of Christ, and Deaconship. 

The American Baptist Flag was adver- 
tised, with D. B. Ray as editor. 

1884 

The 10th Annual Session was held with 
Mt. Zion Church, Searcy Co. The Introductory 
Message was preached by Eld. J. H. Morris from II 
Time 2 3S: 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected as 
Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Pleasant Grove, Stone Co., W. E. Davis, St. 
James PO, Clerk, and J. M. Hester; Mt. Pleasant, 
Searcy Co., J. B. Smith, Wylies Cove PO, Clerk, T. 
J. Massey and J. A. Ferguson; Mt. Joy, Searcy Co., 
J. H. Foster, pastor, W. H. Martin, T. Murphree, 
St. James PO, Clerk. 

The Mt. Joy Church was received pending 
a letter of recommendation from the Rocky 
Bayou Association. 


The Mission Board held four meetings. 
They appointed Eld. J. M. McCallister to make 
one visit to Hepsheba Church, Cleburne, Co., and 
one to Illinois settlement, Stone Co. Eld. H. C. 
Sanders was appointed to make two visits to Pe- 
ter Creek, Cleburne Co. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported five Sabbath Schools represented in the 
bounds of the Association. They also reported, 
"That we do recommend and advise all the 
churches comprising this Association to no 
longer neglect this important branch of instruc- 
tion, in as much as we believe that this is one of 
the means of bringing up our children in the way 
they should go... 

The Association resolved to devote Sun- 
day of the next session to preach on the history of 
the church. 

Correspondents were appointed to the 
White River, Rocky Bayou, United, and Little Red 
River Associations. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders J. M. McCallister from Amos 4:2, W. M. 
Denton from Rom. 8:9, C. H. Mayfield from John 
17:4, T. G. Hawkins from Matt. 12:32 or 39, H. C. 
Sanders from I Cor. 15:14, and J. H. Morris from 
Rom. 6:8. 

1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Blue 
Mountain Church, Stone Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. Thomas Thompson 
from Acts 8:37. 


A satisfactory explanation was given for 
the failure of Mt. Joy Church to receive a letter of 
recommendation from the Rocky Bayou Associ- 
ation. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected as 
Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
four churches: 

Trace Ridge, Searcy Co., represented by J. 
D. Ingram, J. W. Rambo, pastor, and H. F. Woods, 
clerk. A Copeland post office address was given. 
30 members. 

Zion Hill, C. L. Boyd as messenger and 
pastor, T. M. Bridges, clerk, with an Alred post of- 
fice. 18 members. 

Zion, W. J. Ross, messenger; C. T. Cotton, 
pastor; E. M. Bell, clerk, with a Witts Spring ad- 
dress. 31 members. 

Friendship, Van Buren Co., James Den- 
ney, pastor. This church presented the letter, but 
no messengers were present. B. R. Ingram, clerk, 
with a Copeland address. 16 members. 


The Mission Board employed Eld. J. M. 
McCallister as missionary for six months, to 
work at Peter Creek, Hepsheba Church, Cleburne 
Co., the NW portion of Stone Co., also parts of 
Searcy and Baxter counties and such other points 
as he might find in need of missionary labors. 

Eld. McCallister reported spending 165 
days in mission work, 26 conversions, 11 bap- 
tized, one church organized, and one minister or- 
dained for which he collected $13.60. The As- 
sociation received $32.05 in cash and $49.85 in 
pledges. 

A committee was appointed to draft a 
form for church letters. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the White River, Rocky Bayou, United, 
Little Red River, Russellville, and Green Briar as- 
sociations. 

Eld. H. C. Sanders preached at candlelight 
on Saturday night. On Sunday at 11 AM, Eld. J. H. 
Morris preached on the perpetuity of the church. 
Elders C. H. Mayfield and William Denton, who 
had been requested to preach similar messages, 
were not present. 

Others preaching were Elders T. W. McIn- 
turf, ¢C.;:L. Boyd from 1 Gor, .15: 19 .andecbesl. 
Thompson. 

1886 

The 12th Annual Session was held with 
Pleasant Grove Church, Stone Co. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. M. McCal- 
lister from Matt. 5:16. 

The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected. 

A petitionary letter was received from Mt. 
View Church, Stone Co., represented by Dr. Z. W. 
Casey. 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
recommended the American Baptist Flag, St. 
Louis, the Baptist Gleaner, Fulton, KY, and Kind 
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Words, Atlanta, GA. The report was amended to 
include the Arkansas Evangel. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders T. W. McInturf from Luke 24:26, A. R. 
Stephenson from Matt. 28:19-20, J. M. McCallis- 
ter from Rom. 5:1, C. P. Colbert from Matt. 11:25, 
and H. F. Hester from Rom. 6:23. 


1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Hopewell 
Church, Searcy Co. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. C. P. Colbert from Luke 16:16. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as Mod- 
erator and C. P. Colbert was elected as Clerk. 

The Sabbath School report stated, "We are 
glad to report that more of our churches sent up 
this year Sabbath school reports than heretofore, 
the trouble is not that our brethren are opposed to 
the work, but our churches have preaching only 
once a month, and even our members neglect the 
Sabbath school to attend preaching at other 
churches. The difficulty cannot be removed until 
our brethren content themselves with worship- 
ping God every Sunday at their own place of wor- 
ship. 

"We recommend the literature of the Na- 
tional Baptist Publishing Co., St. Louis, Mo. " 

The Committee on Resolutions supple- 
mented that report: "Resolved that each church in 
this Association undertake with determined zeal 
to organize a Sunday school and use Baptist 
Literature. 

"Resolved that we organize a Baptist Sun- 
day school convention within our body for the 
purpose of aiding this much needed work in our 
midst." 

The Zion Hill Church was dismissed by 
letter. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. M. McCallister from Matt. 24:4, William 
Deniton, a, visitor fronmiythe. White» River 
Association, J. W. Rambo from I Tim. 4:8, James 
Denny, T. L. Thompson from John 14:16-17, C. P. 
Colbert, and again William Denton from Heb. 2:2. 


1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Flat- 
woods Church, Stone Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. T. L. Thompson from 
Phil. 3:16 and Gal. 4:16. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as Mod- 
erator and C. P. Colbert was elected as Clerk. 

A. Campbell was received as a correspond- 
ing messenger from the Pee Dee Association. 
[This Association was made up of churches in 
Stone and Van Buren Counties. The Association 
disbanded in 1917.] 

J. H. Piper, another visitor, was repre- 
senting the Arkansas Baptist. 

The Mission Board reported that Eld. T. 
W. MclInturff had worked in the Buffalo region, 
Eld. C. P. Colbert at Owl's Cove, and Eld. H. C. 
Sanders at Bickels Cove. 

Eld. James McCallister was appointed as 
delegate to the Baptist State Convention and Eld. 


T. L. Thompson was appointed as delegate to the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The following queries were answered: 

"When a church excludes a minister and 
calls in his credentials, does restoring such a one 
upon acknowledgments to the church restore him 
to the ministry?" "Yes" 

"Can we as Landmark Baptists receive a 
letter of recommendation from the United Bap- 
tists?" "Yes, if sound in the faith of the gospel." 

"Shall we fellowship a church who re- 
ceives members from the Hardshell Baptists on 
their baptism?" "No" 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders C. P. Colbert from Luke 24:46, A. R. 
Stephenson from Acts 24:25, J. H. Piper from 
Rom. 3:24, and again from Rom. 1:16, and C. P. 
Colbert. 

The Minute carried an advertisement 
from the National Baptist Publishing Co., with 
the notation, "legally incorporated in 1878 as St. 
Louis Baptist Publishing Co. Also an ad was car- 
ried on the American Baptist, with D. B. Ray as 
Editor. The paper was advertised as an eight-page 
weekly, with the "largest circulation of any 
Baptist paper west of the Mississippi River. The 
publishing house and paper both listed the same 
address. 

1889 

The 1889 meeting was held with Trace 
Ridge Church, Searcy Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. J. M. McCallister from 
Prim. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Flat Rock, Marshall, and Zion's Light 
churches. 

Eld. T. W. McInturff was elected as Mod- 
erator and C. P. Colbert was elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included: William Denton a cor- 
responding messenger from the White River 
Assoc., and J. Mayall and James Ferguson, from 
the United Assoc. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders C. P. Colbert from Acts 16:30, J. Mayall 
from II Cor. 3:5-6, James M. McCallister from 
Rev. 1:5-6, and James Denny from Matt. 16:18. 

The Mission Board reported Eld. T. W. 
MclInturff was appointed to visit Owl's Cove and 
the Horton Settlement once a month beginning 
April 1. He was to receive $2.50 per trip to each 
place. 

Eld. McInturff reported 12 visits, 32 ser- 
mons, 10 conversions, received from treasurer 
$7.60, with a balance due of $22.40. 

The Report on Ministerial Education 
stated: "We recommend the patronage of Ouachita 
College, as already established, and the assisting 
of White River Association in the building of a 
College in north Arkansas." 

No indication is given of what action pre- 
cipitated the following resolution, or its implica- 
tions: 
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"Whereas, Several of our churches have 
asked Letters of Dismission for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a new association; and 

Whereas, we think such a course is detri- 
mental to the cause of Christ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, that we advise our churches, 
through their messengers, to remain with us; but, 
if at their next church meeting, they still desire 
letters, the Clerk is hereby ordered to write and 
deliver to them." 

On motion its adoption was indefinitely 
postponed. On motion, granted Letters of Dismis- 
sion to all churches petitioning for them. 

The statistical table indicates the follow- 
ing were dismissed: Hartsuggs, Hopewell, Pleas- 
ant Exchange, Trace Ridge, Zion, and Zion's 
Light. [These churches organized the Trace Ridge 
Assoc., which continued until the 1960's] 

Two other interesting resolutions were 
presented: "Whereas, we have members in our 
churches who have been received on Free Will 
baptisms; therefore, be it 

Resolved that we instruct our churches to 
get rid at once of Free Will and all other alien 
baptisms." 

"Resolved, That this body recommend to 
the different churches and individual members 
comprising Blue Mountain Association, that we 
subscribe for no secular newspapers, neither 
County, State or National, that recognize the 
Campbellite as the "Christian Church." 

Messengers were appointed to the State 
Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 


1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with Fellow- 
ship Church, Stone Co. Eld. S. T. Cypert preached 
the Introductory Sermon from John 17:4. 

Eld. James McCallister was elected as 
Moderator and C. P. Colbert was elected as Clerk. 

W. H. Hankins and T. H. Pate were recog- 
nized as corresponding messengers from the 
Rocky Bayou Assoc. and Eld. J. T. Pryor from the 
White River Association. 

The Association endorsed the Mountain 
Home Baptist College, which had also been en- 
dorsed by the White River, Rocky Bayou, Big 
Creek and Crooked Creek Baptist Associations. 
The resolution was worded: 

"Resolved that the Blue Mountain Asso- 
ciation does again endorse said college, and most 
earnestly urges our churches to subscribe liber- 
ally towards this grand and noble enterprise." 

Query: "Shall we correspond with an As- 
sociation, whose ministers organize into a new 
church members that were excluded from a 
church of this Association?" 

Answer: "No, not if such members have 
been rightly excluded and the Association has 
knowledge of the matter." 

The following interesting resolution was 
presented: "Resolved that a church has the right 
to exclude members who declare non-fellowship 


with the church, because all the members don't 
practice feet washing as a Christian duty, and 
that any minister deviates from his duty who or- 
ganizes such into a church." 

Messengers were appointed to the Baptist 
State Convention, White River, United, Rocky 
Bayou, Little Red River and Pee Dee Associations. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders C. P. Colbert, Marshall, Searcy Co., from 
Acts 16:30; J. T. Pryor from Rom. 1:16 and again 
from II Cor. 5:20; C. T. Cypert, Timbo, Stone Co., 
from Rev. 6:17; James M. McCallister, Mountain 
View, from Matt. 9:37-38; A. R. Stephenson, 
Marshall, Searcy Co., from Acts 3:19 


The Statistical Table showed that Flat- 
woods Church received 39 by baptism and re- 
ported 157 members, Flat Rock received 24 by 
baptism and reported 54 members. Other 
churches and membership: Blue Mountain 87, 
Fellowship 84, Mt. Zion 82, and Macedonia 80 


1891 

The 1891 meeting was held with Macedo- 
nia Church, Cleburne Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. James M. McCallister 
from Eph. 3:21. 

Eld. McCallister was also elected as Mod- 
erator and C. P. Colbert was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Philadelphia Church, Searcy Co., and Norris 
Chapel Church, Stone Co. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Trace Ridge, Union, Rocky Bayou and 
Little Red River Associations. 

Visiting ministers included Elders J. W. 
Weathersbee, Spring River Association, A. C. 
Sanders and J. W. Moody. 


The Committee on Christian Education 
recommended Mountain Home Baptist College 
being built in Mountain Home, and also the 
"same assistance to Ouachita College, already es- 
tablished at Arkadelphia. 

Query 1, "Is it right to receive members 
into our churches on their own statements 
alone?" "Yes, after they have made diligent ef- 
forts to secure letter, or other evidence, and 
failed." 

Query 2, "Have deacons a scriptural right 
to baptize?" "No" 

Query 3, "Is it Scriptural to receive a 
member under the watch care of a church?" "No" 

Query 4, "Is it right for a church to restore 
a member that was excluded from another 
church?" "No" 

Query 6, "Is it right for a church to prefer 
charges against a member for voting to license to 
sell whiskey?" "Yes" 

Query 7, "Is it right to prefer charges 
against a member for going to a dance and not 
dancing?" "Yes" 
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Messengers were appointed to the Baptist 
State Convention, White River, United, Rocky 
Bayou, Little Red River, Union, and Trace Ridge 
Associations. 


1892 
The 1892 meeting was held with Flat Rock 
Church, four miles East of Marshall, Searcy Co. 
Eld. Andrew R. Stephenson preached the 
Introductory Sermon from II John 11. 
Eld Stephenson was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. C. P. Colbert was elected as Clerk. 


Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Union, Trace Ridge and Independence 
Associations. 

The Committee on Christian Education 
continued the recommendation of Mountain 
Home and Ouachita Baptist Colleges, and also a 


Church Pastor 
Blue Mountain A. R. Stephenson 
Flat Rock J. R. Pennington 
Flat Woods J. M. McCallister 
Fellowship J. M. McCallister 
Macedonia C. W. Betts 
Mt. Joy J. H. Foster 
Mt. Pleasant CrT> Cotton 
Mt. Zion Cra, Cotion 
Pleasant Grove J. M. McCallister 
Hepsibah W. G. Moody 
Richwoods S.iCypere 
Philadelphia John Kimbell 
Norris Chapel W. T. Moody 

1893 


The 1893 meeting was held with Blue 
Mountain Church, Stone Co. Eld. C. P. Colbert 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Mark 
16:15-16. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected 
as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the White River, Little Red River, 
Rocky Bayou, Pee Dee, and Union # 2 associa- 
tions. 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
stated, "we would also earnestly recommend the 
literature of the Arkansas Baptist Book House 
and the Arkansas Baptist by W. A. Clark, Amer- 
ican Baptist by D. B. Ray, and Baptist Gleaner by 
J. N. Hall, Fulton, Ky. 

1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Grove Church, Stone Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. A. R. Stephenson. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected 
as Clerk. 
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Marshall Seminary, located at Marshall, and the 
Central Baptist College at Conway. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Baptist State Convention, White 
River, United, Rocky Bayou, Little Red River, 
Union, Trace Ridge and Independence Associa- 
tions. 

A committee was also appointed to meet 
with a committee of the Trace Ridge Association 
at Hopewell Church, Searcy, Co., to establish 
boundary lines. 

Others preaching this session included 
Elders John Kimbel, W. G. Moody from I Cor. 
15;5-7joJ. \R.p Pennington,.S. Th Cyper., 7A 
Stephenson, James Denney, R. A. Colbert and J. 
H. Foster. 


Clerk and Post Office Mem 
M. Broyles, Timbo 104 
F. McIntire, Marshall 66 
Whitfield, Mountain View 147 
J. Hancock, Marcella 96 
M. Phillips, Coras 90 
. H. Moffat, St. James 34 
. B. Thomas, Leslie 27 
. F. Mabrey, Campbell 72) 
W. Copeland, St. James 69 
. B. Murphree, Gadsden 5) 
. T. McCallister, Mountain View 55 
. L. Stephenson, Ivanhoe 30 
. S. Kennedy, Anvil 36 


Petitionary letters were received from 
Fair View Church, Stone Co., and Marshall 
Church, Searcy Co. 

Corresponding messengers were wel- 
comed from the Union #2, Pee Dee, Little Red 
River, and Trace Ridge Associations. 

The Committee On Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "It is with regret that we note the apparent 
indifference manifested on the part of the 
churches in regard to Sunday school work; there- 
fore, we your committee on Sunday schools, 
would recommend the following: 

1. that there be a Sunday school organized 
in each church in the bounds of this Association. 

2. that the pastors of the several churches 
make this a special feature of their work and urge 
upon their churches the importance of Sunday 
school work." 

The Mission Board reported, "In view of 
the pressing need for a general revival of the 
churches and the people in the interest of the 
cause of Christ within our bounds as an associa- 
tion, it was agreed by us to engage a missionary as 
early as practicable, to begin labor and to con- 
tinue until the present session of your body. 
Accordingly on the 2nd day of December, 1897, 
we employed Eld. J. H. Morris at a salary of $400, 
who entered upon his work at once, and contin- 
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ued five months, or one-half of the time for 
which he was engaged..." 

The missionary reported 76 sermons 
preached, 128 families visited, assisted in orga- 
nizing the church at Marshall, and in the ordina- 
tion of two ministers. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the White River, United, Rocky Bayou, 
Little Red River, Union # 2, Trace Ridge, 
Independence and Pee Dee Associations. 

The Flat Rock Church was granted a letter 
of recommendation to join another association. 

Others preaching included Elders H. F. 
Hester from Pro. 4:23, A. R. Stephenson from 
Roms 10:15,, T. B. Pruitt fromiLuke:23:43 552 1. 
Cypert from Pro. 13:15. 

The Minute also included 17 Articles of 
Faith, much like the New Hampshire Confession. 


1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Mt. Zion 
Church, 10 miles SE of Marshall, Searcy Co. The 
Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. M. 
McCallister from II Cor. 2:14. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected 
as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were wel- 
comed from the Little Red River, Trace Ridge and 
Union Associations. 

Two resolutions were passed: 

"Resolved, That we will not fellowship a 
church, nor correspond with an association, that 
allows their ministers to affiliate with other de- 
nominations." 

"We will not fellowship a minister who 
teaches that the written word alone is the power 
of God unto salvation." 

The Marshall Church was dismissed to 
join the Trace Ridge Association. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the White River, United, Rocky Bayou, 
Little Red River, Union, Trace Ridge, In- 
dependence, and Pee Dee Associations. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders H. F. Hester from II Pet. 1:2, James M. 
McCallister from Eph. 3:21, J. D. Rose 
(Philadelphia Church) from John 3:3, W. A. Wade 
from Rom. 8:1, and C. T. Cotton from Luke 14:17. 


1896 
No minute of the 1896 meeting is avail- 
able. The meeting was held with the Richwoods 
Church, six miles south of Mountain View. 


1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Flat 
Woods Church, Mt. View. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. W. G. Moody from I 
Cor 12728: 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected 
as Clerk. 


A Petitionary Letter was received from 
Mt. Pleasant Church, Searcy Co., represented by 
John B. Smith. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Trace Ridge, Rocky Bayou, Little Red 
River, and Pee Dee Associations. 

The following committees were appointed 
to make reports: Finance, Religious Literature, 
Destitution, Foreign Missions, Home Missions, 
State Missions, Sunday Schools, Christian 
Education, Resolutions and Queries, Orphans 
Home, Temperance, and Obituary. 

The Mission Board employed Eld. W. A. 
Wade from March to October for $25.00. "Bro. 
Wade reports that he made regular trips and 
preached 9 sermons, with no favorable results as 
he could see." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools stated, 
"We as Baptists regard the Sunday school system 
as the nursery of the church... 

"We further recommend that we discard 
Union Literature and place in its stead Baptist 
Literature, as we regard all other as spurious 
stuff." 

The Committee on Christian Education 
addressed the "Whitsitt controversy": "We rec- 
ommend that the Baptists comprising the 
Southern Baptist Convention, withhold patron- 
age from the Theological Seminary, at Louisville, 
KY, until the removal of Dr. Whitsitt, as 
President of the same, as he is considered by this 
body as a heretic." 

The State Mission Committee recom- 
mended "that we, as an Association, heartily and 
faithfully cooperate with the State Convention, 
and State missionary board by contributing of 
our means to help in this grand and noble work." 

The Orphans Home Committee reported, 
"We believe that the Baptists of Arkansas have 
too long neglected to provide a home for orphan 
children where they can have the advantage of 
christian education and care. We are glad to say, 
that a last such an institution has been estab- 
lished at Monticello, under the control of the 
Baptist denomination." 

Five queries were addressed: 

1. Is it scriptural to pay a Pastor a stated 
salary? A motion to answer 'yes' failed. 

2. It is scriptural for a church, after hear- 
ing the statement of the offended brother, as pro- 
vided in Matt. 18th chapter, to prefer charges 
against the offending brother? On motion an- 
swered ‘yes’. 

3. Do the Baptist churches of this day and 
time practice communion as did the Apostles? On 
motion answer 'yes'. 

4. Is it right for a church to employ and 
pay a pastor? On motion answer 'yes'. 

5. Is it right to wash feet at the same time 
of communion? On motion answer 'no’'. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Union, Rocky Bayou, Little Red 
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River, Trace Ridge, Pee Dee Associations, and the 
Arkansas Baptist Convention. 

Others preaching included Elders S. A. 
Marchant from Heb. 11:22 and H. F. Vermillion 
from Acts 16:30-31 (visitors from Rocky Bayou 
Assoc.), J. D. Rose from II Cor. 7:10, H. F. Ver- 
million from I Thess. 1:5, and T. J. Gunn (visitor 
from Pee Dee Assoc.) from I Sam. 17:11. 


Church Pastor Mbers 
Blue Mountain Jacob King 100 
Evening Shade J. S. Zinn 47 
Fair View I. S.- Zinn 16 
Fellowship J. C. Bullord 46 
Flat Woods James M. McCallister 164 
Hepsheba Joe Stark 42 
Macedonia W. G. Moody 73 
Marshall J. W. Rainbo 24 
Mt. Joy Jacob King 18 
Mt. Zion J. D. Rose 62 
Norice's Chapel W. G. Moody 20 
Mt. Pleasant 32 
Philadelphia J. D. Rose 27 
Pleasant Grove James M. McCallister 91 
Richwoods James M. McCallister 50 


1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Marshall 
Baptist Church, Searcy Co. 

Eld. James M. McCallister was elected to 
preach the Introductory Sermon, however, "being 
absent on account of sickness, Eld. H. F. 
Vermillion was selected, who preached from 
Exodus 14:15." 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and James T. Gray was elected as 
Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from Big 
Flat Church, Baxter Co. 

The Sunday School report recommended 
"that the Association urge upon its churches the 
organization of Baptist Sunday Schools, and the 
use of Baptist literature and teachers; and that 
the churches elect its officers from among its 
members." 

The State Missions report stated, "We 
much desire the establishment and prosperity of 
our Lord's cause throughout the entire State, and 
therefore would recommend that we, as the Blue 
Mountain Association, heartily co-operate with 
the State Convention and State Mission Board by 
contributing of our means to help in the grand 
and noble cause." 

Query: "If a church will not agree to pay a 
pastor a stated salary, should he not refuse to 
take the care of such church?" "Yes" 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. D. Rose from John 3:7, H. F. Vermillion 
from I Cor. 13:13, and again from Matt 24:24, A. 
R. Stephenson from Matt. 20:6, and J. D. Rose. 


1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Grove Church, Stone Co.-The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J. D. Rose from 
Eph. 3:8-9. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. James M. McCallister was 
elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. W. B. Peoples, rep- 
resenting Central Baptist College. 

Others preaching included Elders W. B. 
Peoples from 3 John 8, A. R. Stephenson from 
Matt. 28:18-20, Joe Stark from Luke 2:10, J. D. 
Rose from Eph. 2:8, and Joe Stark from Gen. 
24:58. 


1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with Blue 
Mountain Church, Stone Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. A. R. Stephenson, 
who was also re-elected as Moderator, with Eld. J. 
D. Rose as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Pee Dee, Little Red River and Union #2 
Associations. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We very 
much regret the present deplorable condition, 
and would urge upon the churches and pastors the 
great necessity of inculcating the principles of 
truth and religion into the youthful minds; and 
pray that the churches in this Association be able 
to report a prosperous Sunday School next year." 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders S. T. Cypert, J. D. Rose from Acts 16:30-31, 
J. BFortner. (Pee Deé Assoc); Jz D> Rose trom 
Dan. 2:44, and J. B. Bradburn (Timbo). 


1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with Mount 
Zion Church at Campbell in Searcy Co. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. D. 
Rose from III John 8. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. J. M. McCallister was elected 
as Clerk. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We find 
from the letters of the various churches that 
there are but three Sunday schools reported.,..." 

The State Missions report reflected the 
controversy concerning the Corresponding Sec- 
retary, by suggesting "that the State Board ap- 
point one or more Evangelists in the mission 
work of the State, who shall have no connection, 
whatever, with the corresponding secretaryship, 
so that all persons may have opportunity, or av- 
enue through which to contribute to State mis- 
sions according to their judgement and choice in 
the matter." 

A motion to table the report failed but a 
substitute was offered, "...we recommend that the 
churches support this grand work of the Master, 
and we endorse the State convention." 

Messengers were appointed to the Rocky 
Bayou, Trace Ridge, Pee Dee Associations, and the 
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Arkansas Baptist Convention, with Bro. J. G. 
Mabrey "as our member on the State Mission 
Board." 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. M. McCallister from I John 6:16, D. A. 
Allen (visitor from the Independence Assoc.) 
from Acts 1:8, and again from Matt. 13:38, J. D. 
Rose from II Tim. 3:15, Joe Stark from II Cor. 9:2, 
and James McCall from Psalm. 16:11. 


1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with Flat- 
woods Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. James M. McCallister from I 
Tim/S215. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. James M. McCallister was 
elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. D. A. Allen, Inde- 
pendence Assoc., and J. G. Sibley, General Mis- 
sionary, Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 

The State Mission Committee was Elders 
James M. McCallister, W. A. Wade, and Bro. 
Reuben Whitfield. The Committee report stated: 

"The history of State Missions in 
Arkansas shows cause to rejoice and thank God 
for much that has been accomplished. We believe 
that the General Association of Arkansas Baptist 
Churches is a means by which State mission 
work may be done, and that it admits of the 
fullest co-operation, without departure from 
Scriptural methods; and also, that it is likely to 
be a remedy for the errors of the past and the evils 
of the present in the State Mission Work. 

"Therefore, we recommend that this As- 
sociation endorse the principles of, and co-oper- 
ate in State Mission Work with the General 
Association of Baptist churches." 

The clerk noted, "The report was much 
discussed and adopted." 

Later, the Committee on Resolutions re- 
ported, "Resolved, That Blue Mountain Associa- 
tion decline to send messengers to the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention." 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders D. A. Allen from Mark 16:15 and again 
from Rom. 14:10, J. G. Sibley from Phil. 2:5-8 and 
again from I Cor. 13:1-3, J. D. Rose from Heb. 2:6, 
and A. R. Stephenson from Eph. 5:14. 

Churches represented at this session in- 
cluded: Big Creek, Blue Mountain, Evening 
Shade, Fairview, Flatwoods, Hepseba, Macedo- 
nia, Marshall, Mt. Joy, Mt. Pleasant, Kahoka, 
Pleasant Grove, Richwoods, and Mt. Zion. 

1903 

The 1903 meeting was held with Evening 
Shade Church, Stone Co. 

Eld. A. R. Stevenson preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from I Cor. 1:10. He was also re- 
elected as Moderator and Eld. James M. McCal- 
lister was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were wel- 
comed from the Union #2, Trace Ridge and In- 
dependence Associations. 


The Sunday School report noted: "We find 
from the letters that there are but few Sunday 
schools reported by the churches... We recom- 
mend and urge that each church in our Asso- 
ciation organize at least one Sunday school dur- 
ing the ensuing year." 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
reported: "We are aware of the sad fact that the 
great body of Baptists in Arkansas are, to some 
extent, divided as to which of the two Baptist pa- 
pers published at Little Rock, deserve our sup- 

Ort’ 
The report recommended "to subscribe for 
and read either or both the Baptist Advance or 
Landmark Baptist and carefully judge between 
them." 

The State Mission committee reported, 
"We, your Committee on State Missions, find that 
much good has been done by the Baptists of 
Arkansas in this great work. We believe that the 
plan of operation as carried on by the General 
Association of Arkansas Baptist churches is the 
best of methods. We, therefore, recommend that 
this body continue to co-operate with the General 
Association in the work of evangelizing our 
beloved state." 

The chairman was E. A. Richardson, a 
messenger from Pleasant Grove. 

The Orphans Home committee reported, 
"We learn from the statistical letters, that only 
two churches in this Body contributed to the Or- 
phans' Home at Monticello. 

"We would recommend that the deacons of 
each church in this Association act as fiscal 
agents to solicit and collect funds to forward to 
the support of the Orphan's Home." 

Query: "Is it according to the teaching of 
the Scriptures for our ministers to solemnize the 
rites of matrimony, knowingly, between divorced 
parties that have not Scriptural reasons for di- 
vorce?" "No" 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Rocky Bayou, White River, Trace 
Ridge, Union #2, Pee Dee, Independence and Little 
Red River associations. 

In response to the report on destitution, 
Eld. C. P. Colbert volunteered to preach at Jones 
Bottom, Eld. W. A. Wade at Chalybeate Springs, 
and Elders A. J. Folks and S. L. Everage at Turkey 
Creek Mountain and Big Flat. 

In future years these places continued to 
be mentioned as destitute of Baptist preaching. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders C. P. Colbert from John 3:16, W. W. Carnett 
from Rev. 1:20, James M. McCallister from I 
Thess. 5:19, John Kimball, from the Trace Ridge 
Assoc.,, frompcluke, 24:16 6D seaweed: 
Independence Assoc. (Cushman) from I John 3:1, 
and Jacob King, Union #2, from John 6:44. 

1904 

The 1904 meeting was held with Rich- 

woods Church, Stone Co. The Introductory 
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Sermon was preached by Eld. R. B. Cornett, 
Lebanon, MO from Acts 1:8. 

Eld. James M. McCallister was elected as 
Moderator and Charles P. Colbert was elected as 
Clerk. 

The Home Mission report stated: "That 
inasmuch as we are not in co-operation with the 
Southern Baptist Convention, but have agreed to 
do all our work through the General Association, 
we urge that all our churches do all in their power 
by contributing through that body, or by sending 
direct to any or all missionaries in the home 
field." 

J. C. Richardson, chairman 


However, the break from the convention 
system appeared to be confined to missions. The 
Christian Education committee recommended "a 
consideration of the merits of our denomina- 
tional schools in the state," and the Orphans' 
Home committee recommended, "We therefore 
urge the brethren and_ sisters to respond to the 
necessities of the Home, and that the churches 
take up collections and forward to the Home for 
their relief and comfort." 

The Religious Literature Committee rec- 
ommended only the Landmark Baptist and the 
American Baptist Flag. 

Apparently, there was not a report on 
State Missions. 

Other messages were preached at this ses- 
sion by Elders John Kimbell from Matt. 5:14, R. 
B. Carnett from I Cor. 1:22-24, D. A. Allen from 
Rom. 5:20, A. R. Stevenson from John 9:27 and W. 
A. Wade 

Thirteen churches reported 34 additions 
by baptism and a total membership of 604. 
$34.05 was contributed to State Missions. All the 
churches had preaching services one Sunday per 
month. 

1905 

The 1905 meeting was held with Marshall 
Church in Marshall. Eld. Charles P. Colbert 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Psalm 
ET. 

In the absence of the moderator, Eld. A. R. 
Stevenson was chosen as temporary, and later as 
permanent moderator. Eld. C. P. Colbert was 
elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. S. L. Holloway, 
Arkadelphia. 

The complete State Mission report read: 
"We, your committee, beg leave to report that we 
urge the members of our churches to give liberal 
aid in carrying the gospel to all parts of our 
beloved state." 

The Sunday School report stated, "We 
therefore urge upon our churches the great need of 
organizing and maintaining an evergreen 
Sunday School in each church and so far as we 
can to establish mission Sunday Schools in des- 
titute places. 


Others preaching at this session included 
Elders S. L. Holloway from I Cor. 15:3-4, and 
again from II Tim. 4:3-6, James G. Mabrey, Mt. 
Zion Church (Campbell) from Acts 1:8, John 
Kimbell (Marshall) from Matt. 24:14, and C. P. 
Colbert (Marcella) from Mark 8:36. 


1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with Blue 
Mountain Church, near Timbo in Stone Co. Eld. 
James M. McCallister preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Matt. 5:16. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. C. P. Colbert as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. J. E. Newman, 
representing the Arkansas Baptist and Baptist 
Publishing Co., and also the Baptist Flag, Fulton, 
KY, and J. F. Little from Rogers, representing the 
Baptist Advance. 

The Sunday School report noted: "Every 
Baptist Church should maintain a Sunday 
School, and we are glad to note that the letters 
from the churches show that our churches are 
awakening to the importance of this work." 

The Committee on Religious Literature 
reported, "...we advise the reading of such reli- 
gious books and papers as teach sound, Land- 
mark Baptist doctrines." 

The State Mission report sounded a 
somewhat conciliatory note: "Dear brethren, in 
bringing you this annual report, we desire to say 
that there has been an advancement towards 
unity and the development of the Baptist forces 
in State Missions. This is, as we believe, as it 
should be 

...we recommend that the churches co-op- 
erating in this Association take collections for 
this great work. And that each donor's wishes 
shall be respected as to the channel through 
which his money shall go.” 

The committee was A. C. Sanders, (Mar- 
shall), H. Prince and James M. McCallister, 
(Richwoods). 

A motion carried to equally divide the 
Sunday collection of $9.54 between the General 
Association and the Baptist State Convention, to 
be used for State Missions. 

The Orphans Hope report stated, "We are 
glad to note an increasing interest, among our 
churches in the Orphans' Home at Monticello. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. E. Newman. from I, Cor..13:8, A.-R: 
Stephenson from Psalm 126:3, J. F. Little from I 
Tim. 4:10, D. A. Allen (Independence Assoc.) from 
Rom. 5:20, and C. P. Colbert from Ezek. 33:11. 

Churches represented: Blue Mountain, 
Evening Shade, Fairview, Flat Woods, Hebsheba, 
Kahoka, Macedonia, Marshall, Mt. Joy, Mt. Zion, 
Pleasant Grove, and Richwoods. These churches 
reported 70 additions by baptism and a member- 
ship of 747. 
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1907 

The 1907 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Grove Church, Stone Co. Eld. James M. Mc- 
Callister preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. McCallister as clerk. 

Canaan Church, Searcy Co., was received 
by a petitionary letter. The church was repre- 
sented by H. P. Horton. 

The report on State Missions read, "Your 
committee are in hearty sympathy with the 
statement of principles and plan of operation in 
Mission work, enunciated by the State Associa- 
tion of Arkansas Baptist churches, and would 
most respectfully request that this Body continue 
in co-operation with that Association." 

The report was discussed, and a collection 
was taken for State Missions upon the proposi- 
tion that those favoring the plan of the State 
Association of Arkansas Baptist churches to 
place the contributions in a certain place, and 
those favoring the Arkansas Baptist Convention 
place their contributions in another. Result 
$11.24 for State Association and $1.00 for State 
Convention. Total $12.24. 

The Christian Education report also took 
a different tone, "We would therefore, urge our 
churches to assist our schools and colleges in ev- 
ery practicable way, and we would recommend 
Buckner College, Witcherville, AR." 

The Texarkana Home was mentioned for 
the first time, "We believe the movement of the 
State Association of Arkansas Baptist Churches 
to establish and maintain an Orphans Home is 
commendable, and would, therefore, recommend 
that this association assist, as liberally as prac- 
ticable, in fostering such an institution as is pro- 
posed at Texarkana, AR, under the auspices of the 
State Association." 

Eld. J. M. McCallister was chairman of 
the committee. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders W. G. Moody (Prim) from Heb. 12:1-2, A. R. 
Stephenson, and Kimball Allen (Marshall) from 
John 14:3. 

The churches reported 90 by baptism, for 
a total membership of 857. 


1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Flat- 
woods Church, Stone Co. Eld. W. G. Moody 
preached the Introductory Sermon from John 
3:16. The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected. 

Visitors included Eld. C. R. Powell, Editor 
of the Arkansas Baptist and Secretary of the 
Board of Trustees of the Baptist Orphans Home, 
Texarkana. 

Marcella Baptist Church was received by 
petitionary letter. 

Eld. C. R. Powell preached from Matt. 
27:22. After his sermon $8.56 was collected for 
the Bible and Tract Fund of the Baptist Publish- 
ing Co., Little Rock. 


Others preaching included Elders D. A. 
Allen from I John 3:2, W. A. Cummings (Prim) 
from Deut. 22:8, and A. R. Stephenson from 
Psalm 1. 

The Foreign Mission report stated, "We be- 
lieve it is the duty of every Land Mark Baptist to 
help send the gospel into all heathen lands in all 
the world." 

The Home Missions report recommended 
"that the churches of this Association pray for 
and contribute to the support of Elders B. M. 
Bogard, J. A. Scarborough and others, who are, 
and may be hereafter, our servants in this field." 

The State Mission report stated, "We are 
in hearty sympathy with the State Association of 
Arkansas Baptist churches, and would most re- 
spectfully recommend: That this body continue 
co-operation with that association and aid by our 
prayers and contributions, liberally toward the 
establishment and support of our Lord's cause in 
destitute parts of our state; and we favor that true 
Land Mark Baptist preachers be sent as mission- 
aries in our state." 

W. G. Moody was committee chairman 

The Orphans Home committee reported, 
"We have a building at Texarkana, AR, estimated 
to be worth $20,000... There are 12 orphan chil- 
dren in the home to be cared for." 

On motion the report was adopted and a 
collection of $27.25 for Texarkana and $1.75 for 
Monticello Orphans Homes, total, $29.00 was 
taken. 

On motion Eld. W. E. Sherrill of Mel- 
bourne, AR, State Missionary, was requested to 
hold meetings and preach at Bellmore. 

1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with Canaan 
Church, 5 miles SW of Marshall, Searcy Co. Eld. 
James M. McCallister preached the Introductory 
Sermon from I Cor. 6:19. 

Eld. A. R. Stevenson was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. McCallister was elected as Clerk. 

Two churches presented petitionary let- 
ters: Elisabeth Church, letter, but no messenger, 
and Shady Grove, Stone Co., represented by Eld. 
W. A. Wade and Richard Gaylor. 

Others preaching included Elders W. G. 
Moody from Mal. 4:5, J. H. Bridges (a visitor from 
OK) from Luke 6:12, S. W. Abernathy (Missionary 
in’ the State) Sirome-RomisS:3 5 sand eAG hk. 
Stephenson from Mark 10:26 

All committee reports mentioned only 
Landmark causes through the State Associa- 
tion. 1 

Three queries were received relative to 
ownership and authority of the Orphans Home 
and Buckner College. The association advised the 
queries be directed to the boards of the respective 
organizations. 

A fourth query asked: "Should this As- 
sociation fellowship churches that affiliate with 
other sects in holding so-called Union 
Meetings?" The answer was "No." 
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The Orphans Home report stated, "We 
have 21 orphan children in the Home to be cared 
for; and we recommend that the brethren and 
friends contribute to the care of these orphans... 
We have a building at Texarkana, AR, estimated 
to be worth $20,000, with at least $2,600 paid on 
house, lot, and fixtures." 

The fourteen churches represented re- 
ported 39 baptisms and 942 total membership. 


1910 

The 1910 meeting was held with Marcella 
Church, Stone Co. 

Eld. A. R. Stephenson was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. James M. McCallister was 
elected as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. S. W. Abernathy, a 
State Missionary, also representing the 
Arkansas Baptist, and Eld. W. M. Thompson, 
Independence Assoc., and pastor of Marcella 
Church. 

At 11 AM on Sunday, Eld. Abernathy 
preached, and a $16.00 collection was taken for 
State Missions. 

Funds for Foreign Missions were to be 
sent to Eld. J. A. Scarboro, the treasurer at Mon- 
ticello, AR, or sent to the Missionary of our 
choice. 

The State Missions report read, "During 
the Associational year, now passing, our five 
Missionaries have wrought heroically and God's 
seal of approval has been signally set upon their 
self-denying labors. The missionaries reported 
378 baptisms and $456.00 collected on the field. 

The Orphans Home report stated, "There 
are now two Orphans' Homes in this state--one at 
Texarkana, under the management of the State 
Association and one at Monticello under the 
management of the Arkansas Baptist Con- 
vention. Both these homes must have the support 
of our Baptist people if they are to carry on the 
work laid out for ther. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders W. M. Thompson, James M. McCallister 
from Job 12:7-8, and W. G. Moody from Rom. 
ap WA 


Eld. A. R. Stephenson 

Elder A. R. Stephenson died before the 
1911 meeting. The minute notes his death, but 
does not include a factual biographical sketch, or 
even the date of his death. The Minute reads: "It 
grieves our hearts to give up such a soldier who 
was faithful to duty, to trust, and was honored 
and loved by those who knew him. He was the 
Moderator of this body for years. How faithfully 
he served us, and how we miss him." 

In the March 4, 1911, Mountain Wave, the 
following biographical information was given: 

"Rev. Stephenson was born in Illinois in 
1832. He afterward lived in Tennessee. Just be- 
fore the Civil War he came to Hempstead Co., AR, 
later to Searcy Co. 


"He has spent the greater part of his life in 
Searcy and Stone counties, at Marshall and 
Timbo. He has been at Marshall about 28 years, 
and has occupied the pulpit in the Baptist Church 
there, which he built, for a number of years." 

Another article followed, which stated 
that Eld. Stephenson "died at his home in Mar- 
shall, Feb. 14... He had been confined to his room 
for several months.,..." 

Eld. Stephenson and his wife, Rebecca, 
were buried in the Marshall Cemetery: 

Rev. A. R. Stephenson, 

born June 2, 1832, died Feb. 14, 1911 

Rebecca Stephenson, 

born March 24, 1839, died Nov. 7, 1915 


One of their sons was named after his fa- 
ther. He later became a pastor in the Blue Moun- 
tain Association. 


World War I appears to have affected the 
Association. In the 1919 session the following 
churches represented: 

Canaan, J. G. Hammock, pastor, 64 mem- 


bers 

Flatwoods, R. A. Suggs, pastor, 145 mem- 
bers 

Herpel, W. J. Poff, pastor, 63 members 

Marshall, J. H. Colbert, pastor, 130 mem- 
bers 


Mt. Zion, T. J. Wilson, pastor, 43 members 
Shiloh, T. J. Wilson, pastor, 20 members 
Richwoods, no pastor 


The following churches represented at the 
1920 session: 

Canaan, J. G. Hammock, pastor 

Evening Shade, W. A. Wade, pastor, 51 
members 

Flatwoods, R. A. Suggs, pastor, 143 mem- 
bers 

Herpel, W. A. Wade, pastor, 63 members 

Macedonia, J. C. Bufford, pastor, 25 mem- 
bers 

Mt. Joy, W. J. Poff, pastor, 49 members 

Mt. Zion, John Ballentine, pastor, 38 
members 

Pleasant Grove, J. B. Smith, pastor, 90 
members 

Richwoods, J. B. Smith, pastor, 54 mem- 
bers 


Eld. James M. McCallister 
After Eld. Stephensons' death, Eld. James 
M. McCallister served as Moderator of the 
Association until his death in 1922. The 1923 
minute paid tribute to Eld. McCallister: 
Eld. James M. McCallister was born Nov. 
13, 1863, at Corila, Carroll Co., MS, and died Dec. 
8, 1922. Age 69 years 24 days. He served the 
Association as clerk for many years, from its be- 
ginning, when he was twenty-one years of age. 
Upon the death of Eld. A. R. Stephenson, Eld. 
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McCallister was elected as Moderator and served 
for 16 years. 

According to the 1880 Stone Co. census, 
Eld. McCallister was living near his father, 
Andrew. The 1860 census for Carroll Co., MS, 
shows that his father, Andrew J. was 31 years of 
age. He and both his parents were born in SC. His 
mother, Susac C. was 24 years of age. She was 
born in AL. 

Eld. McCallister had two brothers, 
William L., born about 1862 in MS, and Asa, born 
about 1868 in MS, and a sister, Alice, born about 
1871, also in MS. This would indicate the two 
families came to AR after 1871. Eld. McCallister’ 
s wife was Mary E., who was born in AR about 
1856. By 1880 they had two children, Albert B., 
two years of age and James about 9 months old. 


He united with the Richwoods MBC, in 
which he held membership until his death. Eld. 
McCallister was ordained Sep. 18, 1881 by Elders 
J. H. Morris? and W. H. Simpson, page 288, 
Record B. 

Eld. McCallister served one term in the 
Arkansas Legislature. 

From the date of his conversion to date of 
his death, he was never known to waver from this 
convictions of what his Bible taught. 


The Association continued as a Land- 
mark Association with little or no effort to in- 
troduce convention concepts. The 75-million 
Campaign was never mentioned. However, it 
should be noted that in 1924 two churches peti- 
tioned the Association, and in 1925 five churches 
petitioned the Association. 

It has been evident that a close relation- 
ship existed between the Union # 2, Trace Ridge 
and the Pee Dee Associations. Geographically 
these Associations were in close proximity. A 
search of the other two associations will reveal 
that some of the Blue Mountain churches occa- 
sionally represented in the Union #2 Associa- 
tion. Eld. A. R. Stephenson, Jr. was a pastor in 


the Union # 2 Association as early as 1897-1898. 
After his father's death, his name begins to ap- 
pear as a pastor in the Blue Mountain Associa- 
tion. 

Eventually the Union #2 Association be- 
came the Searcy County Association, and affili- 
ated with the State Convention. In 1924 the 
Friendship and Fairview Churches petitioned the 
Blue Mountain Association, and in 1925 five 
other churches left the Stone Co. Association, 
which also affiliated with the State Convention, 
to join the Blue Mountain Association. It can 
only be assumed these churches were Landmark 
Churches, and desired to resume affiliation with 
a Landmark Association. These churches were: 

Friendship, New Nata, J. A. Branscum, 
pastor, reported 16 baptisms and 99 members in 
1924. 

Fairview reported 11 baptisms and 32 
members. 

Philadelphia, J. D. Rose, pastor, 63 mem- 
bers 

Walnut Grove, Landis, J. D. Rose, pastor, 
175 members. This church had previously fel- 
lowshiped in both the Union #2 and Pee Dee As- 
sociations. 

Hickory Hollow, Harriet, Searcy Co., J. D. 
Rose, pastor, 120 members. Walnut Grove and 
Hickory Hollow were represented in the 1914 ses- 
sion of the Union # 2 Association. 

Bellmore, J. H. Horton, pastor, 18 mem- 
bers 

Center Valley, C. F. Copeland, pastor, 18 
members 

The 1925 associational meeting was held 
at Friendship Church, J. D. Rose, pastor, 79 
members. Other churches representing in 1925 
were: 

Canaan, W. L. Chadwick, pastor, 87 mem- 
bers 

Evening Shade, J. J. Goodman, pastor, 50 
members 

Flatwoods, J. B. Smith, pastor, 156 mem- 
bers 

Liberty, C. F. Copeland, pastor, 39 mem- 
bers 

Mt. Joy, ten members 

Pleasant Grove, W. E. Davis, pastor, 41 
members 


Flatwoods Church 


Mountain View 

Flatwoods Missionary Baptist Church 
was organized about 1846 in the community of 
Riggsville, about two miles SE of Mountain View. 
Details the organization are not available. How- 
ever, in the church record of 1885, Sisters Mary 
Hinkle and Mary Sutterfield stated the Church 
was established not later than 1846. 

On April 23, 1881, property was deeded to 
the trustees of the church by Ruben Whitfield. 
This property was located on what is known as 
the "graveyard hill" in the Flatwoods Commu- 
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nity, for the purpose of a school, cemetery, and 
church. More land was deeded in later years. A 
committee was appointed to draw up plans for a 
church building before the property was deeded. 
These plans were approved March, 1881. 

The building was erected on this site, and 
the church moved from Riggsville. In about 1906 
another building was built. During 1933 the 
building was moved to its present location with- 
out dismembering it, by using rollers and mules. 

The Flatwoods School was annexed to the 
Mountain View School system in 1945, leaving 
the land for church and cemetery purposes. 


The church started a drive in 1949 to build 
a new building. The old building was torn down. 
The construction was started in September, 1950, 
and the building was completed and a Dedication 
Service was held on the Fourth Sunday in May. 
The Church worshiped with Whitewater Baptist 
Church during the time of construction. Eld. 
Herby Branscum was half-time pastor of both 
churches. 

Flatwoods and seven other churches or- 
ganized the Blue Mountain Association in 1874. 
The first Sunday School was organized on May 4, 
1882, but it met irregularly until about 1940. The 
church had services one Sunday per month until 
half-time services were initiated about 1940. The 


parsonage was built in 1955, and was enlarged 
and bricked in 1981. 


1In many other local associations, official represen- 
tatives of the State Convention regularly visited 
even the Landmark Associations until the late teens 
and early 20's. 

2Eld. Morris was pastor of Richwoods Church 1874- 
1878, also Flatwoods, and Macedonia in 1874, Fel- 
lowship Church in 1881, first Moderator of the Asso- 
ciation in 1874, and again Moderator in 1881. He con- 
tinued work within the Association through the 1895 
session. Eld. Simpson does not appear in the associa- 
tional records. 


First United Association 


The first associational activity of 
churches within the present bounds of the First 
United Association may be found in the records 
of the Saline Association. Those records indi- 
cate: 

In the 1869 meeting a Philadelphia 
Church in Perry Co. was represented by William 
Green, Joseph Crawford, C. Martin, and N. 
Guerin. 

After the First United Association was or- 
ganized, some churches in Perry Co. continued 
affiliation with the Saline Association. The 1879 
minute of the Saline Assoc. stated that Eld. John 
Cheek was received as a Corresponding Messen- 
ger. The Saline Association elected Correspond- 
ing Messengers to the United Association. At the 
1880 meeting petitionary letters were received 
from: 

Antioch, Perryville, Perry Co., repre- 
sented by John J. Cook, E. H. Rankin, and Joseph 
Johnson (Antioch had previously been accepted 
into the United Association).! J. H. Scruggs was 
pastor of Antioch, Bethel, and Concord (Yell Co). 

Bethel #2, Alpin, Perry Co., represented 
by J. T. Coats, William Fuller, and J. W. Hodges. 

Blue Point, Adona, Perry Co., represented 
by H. G. Scruggs and J. M. Whitfield 

Harmony, Long Creek, Perry Co., repre- 
sented by J. H. Brazeal and Allen Williams 

In 1882 a petitionary letter was received 
from Hickory Grove, Houston, Perry Co., repre- 
sented by J. K. Reeder, E. Child and John Black. 

In 1883 a petitionary letter was received 
from Bethel #3 Church, Perry Co., Perryville PO, 
represented by J. J. Cook, William Garrett and R. 
Roundtree. The pastor was Jacob Rogers. 

The Saline Assoc. met with Bethel # 2 in 
1885. The church reported an Alpin PO, and was 
located nine miles W. of Perryville on AR Hwy. 
60. 

Organization 

We do not have a record of the organiza- 
tion of the United Association. The first annual 
session (1875) was held with Sharon Baptist 
Church, Faulkner Co. The Annual Sermon was 
preached by Eld. B. M. Stevens. 

Three churches were received by peti- 
tionary letter: Lone Grove, Union Hill and 
Hopewell. 

Eld. B. M. Stevens was elected as Moder- 
ator and Eld. O. M. Lucas was elected as Clerk. 

Eld. J. Moody was welcomed as a corre- 
sponding messenger from the Blue Mountain As- 
sociation. 

It was announced a letter had been re- 
ceived from "Bro. Thrasher in behalf of Saline 
Association, asking a correspondence with the 
body by letter." 


The moderator appointed a Committee on 
Arrangements, which suggested the various 
committees to submit reports, and also the time 
and place of the next meeting and the preachers 
for the annual and missionary sermons. 

The committees and their members were: 
Preaching--T. E. Beavers, R. H. Middleton, S. E. 
Lamar 

Finance--J. H. Durham, J. Mathews, O. 
Parker 

Temperance--J. Jones, J. Johnson, W. D. 
Napier 

Home Missions--J.F.D. Sheffey, J. J. 
Cantril, J. W. Buckner 

Foreign Missions--O. M. Lucas, J. G. But- 
ler, R. P. Bryant 

Duty of Pastors to Churches--T. P. Mc- 
Glone, J. J. Dickens, F. M. Lesley 

Queries--J. Dunaway, E. O. Branon, C. L. 
Griffeth 

Publications--G. P. Minor, J. M. Reynolds, 
Benjamin Wofford 

Centennial Committee--O. M. Lucas, W. T. 
Box, T. Moody, B. M. Stevens, J.F.D. Sheffey 

The Association agreed to send corre- 
sponding messengers to the Caroline, Dard- 
anelle, Little Red River and Blue Mountain Asso- 
ciations, and a letter to the Saline Association. 

"It was resolved that this body represent 
by delegation in the State Convention." 

Hopewell Church, Pope Co. was chosen as 
the next meeting place, with Eld. T. Moody to 
preach the Introductory Sermon and Eld. W. T. 
Box to preach the Missionary Sermon. 

The Committee on Queries submitted one 
query: "Are we following the Lord Jesus Christ 
when we celebrate the Lord's death publicly and 
in daylight." The association answered in the af- 
firmative. 

"In accordance with the constitution of 
the body an executive board was appointed by the 
moderator, consisting of the following named 
brethren: W. T. Box,? J. Jones, G. R. Humphries, O. 
M. Lucas and O. Parker, to whom was entrusted 
the duty of executing the will of the association, 
as expressed in the report on home missions." 

The report on Home Missions stated, "We, 
therefore, recommend that the association ap- 
point an executive board to take charge of home 
mission operations, employ one or more minis- 
ters, who, in their judgement, are able to preach 
and successfully defend the distinctive doctrines 
of the Baptists, to labor in such destitute portions 
as shall be most expedient;..." 

"And, in order that said evangelists be 
properly supported, let each church claiming to 
be missionary, prove her faith by her works.,..." 

The Report on Publications stated, "After 
recommending the Word of God for your careful 
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Words, the [Tennessee] Baptist, Memphis and 


and prayerful perusal, we would also heartily en- 
dorse the Western Baptist, published weekly by 
Elds. Boone and Espy, at Searcy, AR, also Kind 
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Ford's Christian Repository, St. Louis. 


Statistical Table 
Church Pastor Clerk Post Office Messengers mbrs 
Cadron Cove J.M. Williams J.J. Stanton Springfield J.M.Williams, O. Parker 12 
Eld. B. M. Stevens 
Cadron Valley B.M. Stevens T.M. Alexander Springfield J.J. Cantril 34 
Conway W. T. Box J. H. Durham Conway J. H. Durham, J. W. 54 
Buckner 
Friendship J.K. Brauda- W.J. Smith Springfield letter 24 
way 
Greenbrier William Mills A. J. Jenkins Greenbrier A. Hinkle 16 
Liberty A.M. Branon_ E. O. Branon Conway J. Dunaway, R. P. 51 
Bryant, E. O. Branon 
Macedonia B. M. Stevens’ S. Glenn Greenbrier J.J. Dickens, J. V. 55 
Castleberry 
Mt. Moriah D. Lewis R. B. Edwards F. M. Lesley 36 
Mt. Olive M. J. Webb J. T. Harland Shiloh J. C. Hornborger 68 
Mt. Pleasant J.K. Braud- G. W. Ford Springfield Eld. W. T. Box, J. R. 26 
away Jones, J. M. Weeks 
Mt. Prospect J.F.D. Sheffey J. L. Byrd El] Paso Eld. J.F.D. Sheffey, 45 
LY BSPatret 
Mt. Zion W. M. Mills T. R. Bryant Cane Creek J. M. Reynolds 92 
Oak Bowery J.K. Braud- T. Moody Springfield T. Moody, B. Wofford 17 
away 
Oak Hill B. H. Bearden T.W. Scroggins Springfield T.W. Scroggins 33 
Palestine Wm. Lea J. L. Caple J. L. Gam 47 
Porter 
Palestine #2 M.T. Webb J. M. Clayton Quitman J. Preastwood 39 
Pleasant no pastor J. White Springfield J. J. George, D. H. 19 
Spring Honeycutt 
Sardis W.D. Napier J.M. Mosingill Adkin's Sta- W. D. Napier, W. J. 22 
tion Williams 
Sharon J.G. Campbell W.J. Hendricks Cane Creek W. J. Hendricks, R. H. 40 
Middleton 
Springfield O. M. Lucas S.Scroggins Springfield Eld. O. M. Lucas 24 
1878 cial messenger for Antioch was J. Johnson; H. R. 


The next available minute was for the 
1878 meeting, held with Oak Bowery Church, 
Faulkner Co. Eld. W. T. Box preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon. 

The Cherry Hill Church, Perry Co., came 
by petitionary letter. 

Eld. W. T. Box was re-elected as Moderator 
and Eld. O. M. Lucas as Clerk. 

Eld. W. A. Clark, State Missionary, 

preached on Sunday at 11 AM, Dr T. P. Espy, edi- 
tor of the Western Baptist, preached at 4 PM and 
Eld. J. Y. Campbell preached "at night." 
A resolution was adopted requesting one Brother 
from each Church to subscribe his name and ob- 
ligate himself to present the claims of Missions 
to his Church and ascertain what his Church will 
GO}.:; 

Apparently Antioch Church near Per- 
ryville was in the Association by this time.? E. H. 
Rankin subscribed for Antioch Church. The offi- 


Cheek was listed as pastor and T. J. Cook was 
listed as clerk. The church reported a member- 
ship of 15. H. R. Cheek was also pastor of the 
Cherry Hill Church. A resolution prevailed 
"looking to co-operation with the S. B. of M. 
[State Board of Missions] as follows: 

"Resolved, That this Association heartily 
endorses the efforts of the State Convention in 
Missionary work, and that by our prayers and 
contributions we will co-operate in their work; 
and, be it further resolved, that we cordially rec- 
ommend Bro. W. A. Clark, the faithful and effi- 
cient Missionary of the Board, to the favorable 
regards of this entire body." 

"On motion, the Association went into an 
election of some one to represent her on the Edi- 
torial Staff of the Western Baptist, resulting in 
the choice of W. T. Box." 

Eld. G. W. Ford was elected as Missionary 
for the next Associational Year. 

The 1879 meeting was scheduled for 
Bayou Church, Pope Co. 
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Eld. O. M. Lucas was elected to preach the 
Introductory Sermon and Eld. G. W. Ford was 
elected to preach the Missionary Sermon. 

1880 

The 1880 meeting was held with Cedar 
Creek Church, Conway Co. Eld. William T. Box 
preached the Introductory Sermon from I Pet. 
220. \ 
The following churches were received by 
petitionary letters: Canaan, Marshall--delegates 
I. Horton, R. T. Parks, 39 members; Sulphur 
Springs, Conway--delegates J. A. Reed, R. T. 
Blackwell, 17 members; Salem, Conway--dele- 
gates W. J. Sloan, D. D. Smart, 7 members; Oak 
Mountain, Scotland--delegate A. C. Crowell, 5 
members 

Eld. B. M. Stephens was elected as Mod- 
erator and W. H. Lindsey was elected as Clerk. 

Eld. W. T. Box preached at 11 AM on Sun- 
day, Eld. I. R. Hall at 2 PM, and Eld. J. E. Drake at 
7 PM. 

It was agreed to keep up correspondence 
with the Dardanelle and Caroline Associations, 
and with the Baptist State Convention. 

On motion of Eld. Thomas Moody, it was 
resolved--"That we, the United Association, rec- 
ommend to the Churches to discountenance the 
administration of the ordinance of baptism ex- 
cept when ordered by a regularly constituted Bap- 
tist Church; and, further-- 

"That we, as a body, will not recognize 
such baptisms, nor will we hold in our fellowship 
Churches that do recognize them." 

The following query was discussed by the 
body: "Is a minister under any obligation to serve 
a Church which refuses to support him as she has 
promised?" Answer: "No." 

The Association was divided into dis- 
tricts: First District--East of the East Cadron. 
The meeting for this district was scheduled for 
Conway Church, Faulkner Co. 

Second District--Between the Cadrons. 
The meeting for this district was scheduled for 
Pleasant Valley Church, Faulkner Co. 

Third District--North of the Cadrons. The 
meeting for this district was scheduled for Mt. 
Moriah Church, Van Buren Co. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended, "first of all, The Tennessee Baptist, 
edited by our worthy brother, J. R. Graves, and 
would urge upon our brethren to support this en- 
terprise by subscribing for and reading the same. 
We further recommend Kind Words, as our 
Sunday-School paper. We would also recommend 
The Christian Repository, as a worthy exponent 
of Baptist faith." 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "We earnestly solicit the pastors to look 
carefully after this important cause and urge the 
members of their churches to go into the Sabbath 
School work and organize schools at all their 
churches, believing that the aged, as well as the 
young, will be spiritually benefited." 


Eld. Thompson Nutt, local missionary re- 
ported spending three-fourths of his time travel- 
ing and preaching. He preached 150 sermons, or- 
ganized three churches, baptized 10 converts, and 
collected $185.30 for his support. 


Ordained ministers and addresses: 
B. M. Stephens, Greenbrier, Faulkner 
W. M. Mills, Greenbrier, Faulkner 
G. W. Ford, Plummerville, Conway 
Thomas Moody, Morrilton, Conway 
J. A. Johnson, Morrilton, Conway 
W. A. Hutto, Bee Branch, Van Buren 
Thomas Nutt, Scotsville, Pope 
J. E. Drake, Scotland, Van Buren 
J. K. Braudaway, Plummerville, Conway 
J. Mayall, Lick Mountain, Conway 
J. R. Hall, Sr., Greenbrier, Faulkner 
E. N. Kitchens, Conway, Faulkner 
C. W. Hollendsworth, Springfield, Conway 
J. Reid, Center Ridge, Van Buren 
J.W.S. Leslie, Marshall, Searcy 
J. W. Gwin, Enola, Faulkner 
R. L. Maynard, Enola, Faulkner 


Licensed ministers 

J. W. Farmer, Mount Vernon, Faulkner 
D. H. Honeycutt, Center Ridge, Van Buren 
J. J. Cook, Perryville, Perry 

W. W. Reid, Center Ridge, Van Buren 


1881 

The 1881 meeting was held with Antioch 
Church, Clinton, Van Buren Co. This Antioch 
was referred to as Antioch # 2 to distinguish it 
from the Antioch Church in Perry Co. Eld. J. E. 
Drake preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Matt. 28:18-20. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Springhill, Greenbrier, G. W. Ball, clerk; Gold 
Creek, Preston, W. P. Adams, clerk; Gravel Hill, 
Center Ridge, W. O. Ward, clerk; Desoto, Desoto, 
W. L. Goodhew, clerk; Sunny Side, Lick Moun- 
tain, W. P. Melton, clerk; New Bethel, Holland, E. 
L. Sanders, clerk; Pedee, Clinton, J. E. Newman, 
clerk 

Eld. Thomas Moody was elected as Mod- 
erator and W. H. Lindsey was elected as Clerk. 

Eld. J. C. Hudspeth, a visitor from the 
Russellville Assoc., preached on Friday night. 
Also seated as a visitor was Eld. B. W. Harmon, 
Superintendent of State Missions. 

The query from Gravel Hill church asking 
if this association favored inter-communion of 
local churches, was on motion tabled. 

On motion a letter of dismissal from this 
body was granted to Bayou church... 

Eld. Sausby preached on Saturday night. 
On Sunday at 8 AM an "able and interesting Sun- 
day School address was made by Eld. Moffit, fol- 
lowed by Elders Farmer and Moody. 
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Eld. B. W. Harmon preached at 10 AM, Eld. 
Thomas Moody at 4 PM and Eld. W. D. Moffit at 7 
PM. 

The Committee on State Missions rec- 
ommended "that all missionary bodies of this 
state become auxiliary to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention as that body is now making all 
possible efforts to carry out a plan that will 
largely supply the destitute places." 

Eld. T. Nutt, missionary, reported one 
church organized, and protracted meetings at 
Oak Mountain, Gold Creek, Lone Grove and Con- 
way churches. He received $60.10 in support. 

Articles of Faith were published in the 
1881 minute. Three of the articles are included: 

We believe that baptism is the immersion 
of a believer in water by a regularly ordained 
minister of the gospel, and that it is a prerequi- 
site to the Lord's supper, and that all who come to 
the Lord's table must come according to the Lord's 
word. 

We believe that a gospel church is a body 
of true believers in Christ, who have been regu- 
larly baptized on a profession of faith in Christ, 
and that there are but two offices in the church, 
viz: Elder or pastor, and deacon. 

We believe in the resurrection of the bod- 
ies of all men, and in a future and general judge- 
ment, and that the happiness of the righteous and 
the punishment of the wicked will be eternal. 


1882 

The 1882 meeting was held with New 
Bethel Church, 13 miles from Conway and 15 
miles from Greenbrier. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. Thomas Moody from I Cor. 
3:9. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Caney, Conway, J. M. Davis, pastor; J. G. Wyatt, 
clerk; Mt. Pisgah, Faulkner Gap, J. S. Milton, 
pastor; E. M. McDaniel, clerk; Union Hill, Center 
Ridge, M. G. Brewer, clerk; Shady Grove, E] Paso, 
W. J. Patterson, pastor; J. W. Lowe, clerk; Moun- 
tain Home, Scotland, J. E. Drake, pastor; M. E. 
Hampton, clerk; Liberty, Conway, J. W. McPike, 
pastor; Joel Chivers, clerk. The church reported 
receiving 40 members by experience and baptism. 

Eld. Thomas Moody was elected as Mod- 
erator and A. F. Livingston was elected as Clerk. 

Visiting brethren were invited to seats 
and Eld. Cornelius, State Supt. of Sunday 
Schools, and Eld. W. A. Clark, Supt. of State 
Missions, came forward and took seats. Bro. 
Parker, Russellville Assoc., was received as a cor- 
responding messenger. 

The following queries were received: 

"If a legal Presbytery constitutes a church 
and some time after, it is found that two of the 
members had been baptized by an illegal admin- 
istrator of baptism does this destroy the legality 
of the church?" Answer, "It does not." 


"The query as to how many male members 
are necessary to constitute a church was an- 
swered as follows: 

"It is the sense of this body that where two 
or three are gathered together in the name of 
Christ, there He will be in their midst." 

Messengers were appointed to the Russel- 
Ilville, Dardanelle, Caroline and Little Red River 
Associations, and the State Convention. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders William Mills from II Cor. 5:19, Sosebee, 
S. Cornelius, and W. A. Clark. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools rec- 
ommended "That a meeting for the formation of a 
Sunday School Convention for this Association 
be held at Sardis, in connection with the Minis- 
ters and Deacons' Meeting... We recommend our 
churches and Sunday Schools to aid Rev. S. Cor- 
nelius, S. S. Missionary of the American Baptist 
Publication Society,..." 

1883 

The 1883 meeting was held with Canaan 
Church, five miles west of Marshall, Searcy Co. 
Eld. W. J. Kirkland preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Matt. 16:18. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Orion, Springfield address; Witt's Spring, Witt's 
Spring address, W. E. Bryan, messenger and 
clerk. 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as 
Moderator and J. A. Johnson as Clerk. 

Hopewell and Shady Grove churches were 
granted letters of dismission. 

After a brief consultation it was agreed 
that the west part of the Association retain the 
name "United" and that the east part retire from 
the house and take steps at once for the organiza- 
tion of a new association. 

The action of the eastern division of the 
Association was read and ordered spread upon 
the minutes. "The churches desiring to organize a 
new association in the east part of the United As- 
sociation adopted the following resolution: Re- 
solved, That such churches, comprising the east 
part of the United Association, as choose, meet 
with Macedonia church at Greenbrier...for the 
purpose of organizing an association...." 

A Committee had been appointed to sug- 
gest a division of the churches. Their suggestion 
was in accordance with the following lists, giving 
those churches near the center, the privilege of 
going either way. 


EASTERN DIVISION 


Cadron Valley Caney Conway 
Liberty Macedonia Salem 

Mt. Pisgah Mt. Zion New Hope 
Need's Creek New Bethel Oak Bowery 
Pleasant Valley Palestine Orion 
Sulphur Spring Spring Hill Sharon 


WESTERN DIVISION 
Antioch, No. 2 Canaan De Soto 
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Cedar Creek Pee. Dee Smyrna 
Gravel Hill Hopewell Sardis 


Mt. Moriah Union Hill 
Mt. Pleasant 

Plsnt. Hill 

Sunny Side 

Witt's Spring 


Lone Grove 
Mountain View 
Mtn. Home 
Plsnt. Spring 
Valley Home 


In the 1884 minute correspondence was 
received from the Greenbrier Association, and 
only the churches listed as the Western Division 
were listed in the statistical table of the United 
Association. This indicates the churches of both 
divisions followed the recommendations, with 
the eastern churches becoming the Greenbrier 
Association. The churches constituting the east- 
ern division were circled, and a hand-written 
note states, "churches constituting the first meet- 
ing of Greenbrier Association." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the State Convention, Russellville, Lit- 
tle River, Saline, Caroline, and Crooked Creek 
associations. 

The Mission sermon was preached at 11 
AM on Sunday by Elder E. Sosebee "to a large and 
attentive congregation, after which a collection 
for Foreign Missions was taken up amounting to 
$3.60." 

1884 

The 1884 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church, near Old Hickory, Conway Co. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. K. 
Braudaway from Matt. 5:16. 

Eld. J.K. Braudaway was elected as Mod- 
erator and J. A. Johnson as Clerk. 

Brethren E. Sosebee and B. T. Hardin, 
from the Greenbrier Association responded to the 
invitation for visiting brethren to take seats. 
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Other visitors seated were Bro. B. R. Womack, edi- 
tor of the Evangel, and E. D. Landers, Russellville 
Assoc. 

On Friday Bro. Womack preached on the 
subject of "Justification." On Saturday Eld. M. D. 
Early, Morrilton, preached. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the State Convention, and Russel- 
Iville, and Greenbrier Associations. 

Eld. E. Sosebee preached to a crowded 
house on Saturday night. Eld. M. D. Early 
preached at 9 AM on Sunday. The Mission Ser- 
mon was preached at 11 AM by Eld. J. Mayall. 
The clerk noted, "The exercises of the day, and of 
the entire session, were very impressive. Those 
present will doubtless long remember the deep 
spiritual feeling, the great unanimity of senti- 
ment, and the social enjoyment of this session." 

The report on Sunday Schools sounded a 
warning against Union Sunday Schools: "We rec- 
ommend the churches to avoid Union Sabbath 
schools and teach alone the pure doctrine of the 
Bible. There is a great and noble work to be done 
in the Sabbath school, and our advice is for each 
and every one of our churches to work with all 
their power to build up and maintain schools in 
their midst." 

After the division of the Association, the 
following were listed as ordained ministers: 

J.K. Braudaway, Rondo; J. C. Drake, Scot- 
land; R. B. Edwards, Scotland; G. Ford, Plum- 
merville; W. A. Hutto, Bee Branch; William John- 
son, Clinton; J. A. Johnson, Houston; J.W.S. 
Leslie, Marshall; J. Mayall, Lick Mountain; T. 
Nutt, Rondo; James Reed, Center Ridge; W. W. 
Reed, Center Ridge; B. M. Stephens, Springfield; 
J. M. Wood, Bee Branch. 


1886 Statistical Table 


Church Messengers 

Antioch B.F. Barnes, Thos. Jones, Joe 
Jones 

Bethlehem J.H. Fleming, J. E. Rhea, T..C- 
Ford 

Canaan W.W. Horton, Perry Horton, 
David Horton 

Cedar Creek J.S. Powell, J.S. Duncan, B.M. 
Stephens 

Cleveland W. Chronister, J.G. Dickson, 
L.H. Willis 

De Soto H.P. Harris, M.A. Boid, W.L. 
Goodhue 

Friendship B.H. Bearden, F.M. Gilbert 


Lone Grove C.N. Melton, W.F. Noland, J.H. 
Ridling 

Mt. Gilead J.K. Braudaway, W.T. Tolison 
Mt. Pleasant G.W. Ford, V. Malone, Louis 
Box 

W.L. Wolverton, R.K. Thomp- 


son, A. Bradley 


Mountain View 


Pastor Clerk Post Office 
J.K. Braud- W.H. Sugg Scotland 
away 
W. A. Hutto TeCGyFord Bee Branch 
J.W.S. Leslie A. B. Ledbetter Marshall 
B.M. Stephens J.H. Lockhart Springfield 
J.K. Braud- T. Nutt Rondo 
away 
J.W.S. Leslie H.P. Harris Marshall 
B.H. Bearden G.B.Bearden  Solgohachia 
H.W. Melton W.F. Noland Solgohachia 
J.K. Braud- L.F. Daniel Liberty Sp'gs 
away 
H.W. Melton S. Trout Springfield 
H.H. Russell E. A. Wolver- CenterRidge 

ton 
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Mt. Mariah W.M. Dewitt, A.M. Baker, 
Stracner 

W.P. Melton, James Mahan 
D.F. Knight, James Coal, 


Parker 


Pleasant Hill 
Pleas. Springs 


Pleas. Grove H.C. Emerson, T.A. Weaver 

Sardis R.B. Edwards, W.J. Williams, 
McCool 

Sunny Side J. Mayall, J.W. Mayall, 
Sims 

Springfield J.S. Sims, John Norwood, 
Amos Kirkandall 

Union Hill W.F. Winningham, M.G. 


Brewer, E. F. Neal 

S.A. Neal, W.M. Boon, 

R.F. Parish 

Witt's Springs W.A. Compton, H.A. Morgan 
The total membership reported was 574 


Valley Home 


1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Moun- 
tain View Church, Conway Co. Eld. Thomas 
Moody preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Gal. 2:20. 

Cleveland Church, Cleveland, was re- 
ceived by Petitionary Letter. J. G. Dickson, Clerk; 
J. K. Braudaway, J. G. Dickson and William 
Chronister, messengers. 

Corresponding messengers from Russel- 
Iville Assoc., Elders Thomas Moody, J. A. Meyers 
and W. Gillam. From Pee Dee Assoc., Eld. R. B. 
Edwards. 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway preached from Titus 
2:1, and Bro. J. A. Meyers preached from Rom. 
1:16. Bro. W. Gilliam preached from Luke 16:3. 

Query, "Has a church the right to extend 
an arm to any point for the purpose of receiving 
members and to transact other business for the 
church?" Answer, "It is the sense of this body that 
a church may meet at any point she may select, 
for the transaction of any business." 

Pee Dee Church was granted a letter of 
dismission. 

Under "Sabbath Exercises," the clerk re- 
ported: "The large audience was ably and prof- 
itably entertained at 9 AM by Brethren Meyers 
and Gillam; at 11 AM the Mission sermon was 
preached by Bro. Mayall. Text John 5:7. Bro. 
Moody preached at candle-lighting, followed by 
Bro. Russess. Theme, "Jesus only." 

District Meeting # 1 sent a series of reso- 
lutions "with the request that they be adopted and 
spread on the minutes." One of the resolutions 
advised "the churches to continue to practice 
inter-communion, according to the old form. 
These resolutions were discussed and adopted, 
and ordered inserted in the minutes." 

A Special Committee was assigned the 
task of planning for mission work within the As- 
sociation. The committee recommended: "That 
the Association be divided into three missionary 
districts, Searcy county being the first, Van Bu- 
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J.M. Brun- S. F. Leslie Bee Branch 
drige 
R.B. Edwards W.P. Melton Center Ridge 
B.M. Stephens J.J. George Springfield 
J.K. Braud- T.A. Weaver Liberty 
away Springs 
H.W. Melton J.M. Massen- Old Hickory 
gill 

J. Mayall J. Sims Lick 

Mountain 
B.F. Milam J.S. Sims Springfield 
J. Mayall James Roach Center Ridge 
W.A. Hutto J.A. Neal Morganton 
C.L. Boyd H.A. Morgan Witt Sp'gs 


ren the second and Conway the third; and we fur- 
ther recommend that there be a preaching station 
at or near Leslie's store in the first district, one in 
the Gulf country in the second and one at Min- 
yard's Mill in the third; that these stations be 
supplied with preaching at least once a month, 
and that an attempt be made to organize churches 
at said stations as soon as practicable." 
1886 

The 1886 meeting was held with Mt. Mo- 
riah Church, Bee Branch, Van Buren Co. Eld. B. 
M. Stephens preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Pleasant Grove Church was received by 
petitionary letter. Eld. J. Mayall, missionary re- 
ported holding a five-day meeting, which resulted 
in the organization of Pleasant Grove Church. 
Messengers were H. C. Emberson, J. B. Ross, and 
T. A. Weaver, who was also clerk, Alred , address. 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as 
Moderator and E. A. Wolverton as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers from the Little 
Red River and Russellville Associations were 
seated. 

On Saturday Eld. R. B. Edwards preached 
from Dan. 2:44. Sunday Morning from 9 to 11 AM 
was occupied in "social singing.” At 11 AM Eld. T. 
Moody preached on "The Commission." At 4 PM 
Eld. J. K. Braudaway preached from Acts 2:33 and 
at 7 PM Eld. William Brundridge, from the Little 
Red River Assoc., preached from Heb. 8:15. 

The Committee on Ministerial Education 
recommended "the Baptist college at Arkadel- 
phia, as a suitable college for the education of 
young ministers. We would also recommend that 
the United association give a hearty support to 
said college (and that each church take up a col- 
lection during this year as a special fund for the 
education of ministers and report at next meeting 
of this body.)" 

Two queries were presented: 

Query No. 1, "Is it wrong to allow the use of 
our pulpits to Advent preachers?" Answer, "It is." 
adopted 
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Query No. 2, "Is it right to open the doors 
of the church at any other place than the church 
house, the members of the church being present 
and receive and baptize members in the fellow- 
ship of the church so assembled?" The committee 
proposed the answer, "It is." However, after de- 
bate, the query was tabled. 

1887 : 

The 1887 meeting was held with Cedar 
Creek Church, Springfield, Conway Co. Eld. J. K. 
Braudaway preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Four churches presented petitionary let- 
ters: Bethlehem, Bee Branch; messengers J. H. 
Fleming, J. E. Rhea, T. C. Ford, also clerk; W. A. 
Hutto, pastor 

Springfield, Springfield; messengers J. S. 
Sims, also clerk, John Norwood, Amos Kirk- 
endall; B. F. Milam, pastor 

Mount Gilead, Liberty Springs; messen- 
gers J. K. Braudaway, also pastor, W. T. Tolison; 
L. F. Daniel, clerk 

Lone Oak, Morrilton; messengers S. V. Po- 
teet, I. L. Duggar, L. E. Antery; E. E. Rainwater, 
clerk, B. H. Bearden, pastor 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as Mod- 
erator and E. A. Wolverton, Center Ridge, as 
Clerk: 

Corresponding messengers from the Rus- 
sellville, Little River and Peedee Associations 
were seated. 

Eld. R. B. Edwards preached Friday night, 
and Eld. J. M. Hart, from the Russellville Associ- 
ation, preached Saturday AM. 

Report on Temperance read and after 
warm discussion, an amendment was offered to 
strike out the clause of "withdraw fellowship 
from them." On vote the amendment was lost and 
the original was adopted. The report read "if the 
member continues dram drinking we would rec- 
ommend churches to withdraw fellowship from 
such." 

On motion, it was voted that we have no 
Missionary for the next year. 

It was voted that this Association raise 
$25.00 to assist Pleasant Grove in securing a Pas- 
tor. 

Two queries were considered: 

No. 1, "Has a church the right to receive a 
member having two wives?" Answer: "Each 
church should be the judge of its own member- 
ship." 

No. 2, Should a Baptist Church receive 
members, by recommendation, from the Hard 
Shell Baptist Church?" Answer, "No." 

The Publication Report stated: 

"First of all, Christians should read care- 
fully and studiously God's Holy Word. We believe 
our state Baptist paper, published at Little Rock, 
by Bro. Forbes, is sound in the faith, and would 
recommend that it be read and supported by every 
Baptist family in this Association. Also would 
recommend the "Tennessee Baptist" and "Baptist 
Flag," as good, sound Baptist papers. We would 


recommend for Sabbath schools the literature 
published by the Southern Baptist Convention." 


1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Lone 
Grove Church, 13 miles south of Morrilton. Eld. 
B. M. Stephens preached the Introductory 
Sermon. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Providence, J. C. Grisswood, messenger 
and clerk; B. F. Barnes, pastor 

Pleasant Valley, Bee Branch, W. A. Brown, 
clerk; W. A. Hutto, pastor; J. W. Yancy, M. McGee, 
A. H. Brickey, messengers 

Usebia, Bee Branch, J. F. Sims, clerk; R. 
H. Russell, pastor; J. Ward and A. J. Farmer, mes- 
sengers 

Zion Hill, Hanks; J. M. Bridges, clerk; C. 
L. Boyd, pastor; N. Adams, C. L. Boyd, J. M. 
Bridges, messengers 

Messengers were seated from the Russel- 
Ilville, Blue Mountain, Pee Dee, and Cold Water 
[MS] Associations. 

Eld. J. N. Hall, representing the Arkansas 
Baptist, was also a visitor. He preached at 11 AM 
on Sunday on the subject of "The Church." The 
clerk reported, "The sermon was an able and 
learned effort and greatly strengthened the 
brethren. Eld. Hall also spoke to the Education 
Report, "showing the great need of an educated 
ministry." 

Motion to open correspondence with 
Union Association was, after some discussion, 
lost. 

Eld. M. S. Kirkland, Cole Water Assoc. 
preached Friday night from Eph. 2:8. Others 
preaching included J.W.S. Leslie and J. Mayall. 

Three queries were presented to the Asso- 
ciation, which were all tabled in turn: 

No. 1, When and how do we get into the in- 
visible Kingdom of Christ? 

No. 2, Should a church retain a pastor 
who affiliates with other churches? Pending the 
discussion of this query it was decided that this 
was not a legislative body. 

No. 3, If feet washing is not a requisite, are 
not those in error who practice it? 

The Report on Publication noted, 
"Brethren Hall and Milburn also have a Baptist 
book house in connection with their paper work." 
They further recommended, "That each family 
endeavor to buy more Baptist literature every 
year." 

The Report on Destitution recommended 
"the following places as claiming the attention of 
this body, to-witt: At Springfield the church is 
too weak in numbers to be self-sustaining and 
should have aid, also Jerusalem, in the north 
west part of the county of Conway, and Choctaw, 
in Van Buren county, Crowell Mountain, also in 
Van Buren county. We further recommend that 
money be raised to assist the above named 
places." 


1889 
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The 1889 meeting was held with Canaan 
Church, six miles west of Marshall, Searcy Co. 
Eld. J. K. Braudaway preached the Introductory 
Sermon. 

Petitionary Letters were received from: 
Mt. Zion; Centre Ridge, represented by W. W. Reed; 
J. Mayall, pastor; W. J. Simms, clerk; Mart- 
inville, represented by G. W. Reed and W. W. Dun- 
can; B. M. Stephens, pastor; W. O. Christian, 
clerk; Mt. Sinai, represented by A. B. Ledbetter 
and Andrew Harris; J.W.S. Lesley, pastor; New 
Prospect, represented by letter; J.W.S. Lesley, pas- 
tor; Jesse Vinson, clerk. 


Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as 
Moderator and E. A. Wolverton as Clerk. 

Bro. Muirhead preached from Matt. 16:18, 
preaching by J.W.S. Leslie 

Bro. John Kimball, J. W. Rambo, S. T. 
Cypert, T. L. Thompson and J. A. Melton received 
as corresponding messengers from the Blue 
Mountain Assoc. 

Possibly the presence of these five men 
may be explained by the following discussion, 
"The body then went into consideration of the le- 
gality of the baptism of Eld. John Kimball. The 
testimony showed that the church that baptized 
Bro. Kimball was a regular organized Baptist 
church and in order, but the person that baptized 
him was a little beclouded. On motion the ques- 
tion was tabled." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Blue Mountain, Red River, Russel- 
Iville, and Green Briar Associations, the State 
and Southern Baptist Conventions. 

The report on Ministerial Education 
stated, "The Pedo-Baptist world are doing all in 
their power and using every means to educate 
their preachers. Thereby fitting and qualifying 
them to diffuse more of their Anti-christian doc- 
trines among the perishing millions of fallen 
humanity. We think in order to meet these false 
doctrines that we should have an educated min- 
istry. We would recommend therefore that each 
church encourage and assist in this work as far 
as possible. And we would recommend Ouachita 
Baptist College as a suitable place to educate our 
young ministers." 

1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with Cleve- 
land Church, Conway Co. Eld. J.W.S. Lessley 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Acts 
28:22. 

Eld. B. M. Stephens was elected as Mod- 
erator and E. A. Wolverton as Clerk. 

Also preaching were Elders G. W. Ford 
from Ezek. 33:7, J. K. Braudaway from Mark 
16:15, B. M. Stephens (Springfield) from Luke 
10:2, H. W. Melton from John 3:14, and J. A. My- 
ers, a corresponding messenger from the Russel- 
Iville Assoc., from Rom. 1:16. 

Zion Hill Church requested a letter of 
dismission from the Association. 


The Report on Ministerial Education rec- 
ommended "to our young ministers Ouachita 
Baptist College at Arkadelphia, Ark., and would 
recommend that the Association assist one or 
more of the young ministers to attend our Baptist 
college, the better to prepare them for the great 
work that lies before them." 

The Report on Publications stated, "We 
also call attention to the Foreign Mission Jour- 
nal. This is the organ of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and gives the Baptist news of the 
world. It should be read by all our brethren. As 
Sabbath school literature we would recommend 
Kind Words scries." 

Eld. M. S. Kirkland had served as Associa- 
tional Missionary. He reported on his work with 
the Springfield Church, "The church received 7 
members by letter and paid for all purposes 
$191.50. The church is now in good condition and 
able to have preaching twice a month." 

On Sunday a prayer meeting was held at 9 
AM, followed by a Sunday School Mass-meeting 
at 10 AM and preaching at 11 AM by Eld. B. H. 
Bearden. Eld. T. Moody preached at the Adventist 
church. 

1891 

The 1891 meeting was held with Center 
Ridge Church. Eld. B. H. Bearden preached the In- 
troductory Sermon from II Cor. 12:27. 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as Mod- 
erator and Asa Robertson Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Plummerville and Solgohachia churches. The 
Plummerville church was represented by J. P. 
Loyd, Wm. Bradley, and J. B. Loggins; the Solgo- 
hachia Church was represented by W. F. Kirkland 
and J. W. Bearden. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Little Red River, Greenbrier, Russel- 
Iville, Peedee and Trace Ridge Associations. 

Others preaching included Elders Vines 
Turner (Little Red River Assoc.) from Ex. 32:26, 
M. S. Kirkland (Russellville Assoc.) from Dan. 
2:44, W. M. Mills (Greenbrier Assoc.) from Matt. 
6:9, T. C. Ford (Peedee Assoc.) from I Thess 5:19, 
P. H. Glover (Greenbrier Assoc.) from II Tim. 2:15. 

On Sunday a Sabbath School Mass-meet- 
ing at 9 AM was followed by preaching at 11 AM 
by Eld. T. Moody, on "The Commission." 

The Report on Sabbath Schools stated, 
"We are sorry that the interest in Sabbath schools 
is not what it ought to be. We find but three 
schools reported by the churches. Therefore we 
recommend that each church at once go to work 
and organize a Sabbath school." 

Eld. H. W. Melton reported he had led in 
organization of two churches, held four pro- 
tracted meetings, visited nineteen churches once, 
met with three district meetings, collected on the 
field $93, and received from the state board 
$75.00. 


1892 
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The 1892 meeting was held with Antioch 
Church, Scotland, Van Buren Co. Eld. J. Mayall 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Jude 3-4. 

Eld. T. Moody was elected as Moderator 
and Asa Robertson as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders M. S. 
Kirkland (Russellville Assoc.) from Gen. 3:9, B. H. 
Bearden from Rom. 8:6, and J.W.S. Leslie from 
Ezek. 15:2. 

Eld. A. H. Wilson was elected as Mission- 
ary. 

‘ The Report on Publications recom- 
mended, "We should acquaint ourselves with the 
history and practices of our church by reading 
such histories as Orchard's, Benedict's, and oth- 
ers. 

"For Sabbath schools we recommend Kind 
Words, and also the American Baptist Publica- 
tion society as being sound in doctrine and ably 
written.” 

1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Valley Church, Damascus, Van Buren Co. Eld. T. 
Moody preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Matt. 28:19. 

Eld. B. M. Stephens (Springfield) was 
elected as Moderator and Asa Robertson 
(Formosa) as Clerk. 

Caney Valley Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. The church was represented by F. 
M. Thomas, clerk, and W. J. Fields. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the White River, Trace Ridge, Little Red 
River and Greenbrier Associations. 

Others preaching included Elders J. R. 
Pennington (White River Assoc.) from Jude 3-5, B. 
M. Stephens from Eph. 4:4-5, J. K. Braudaway 
from Matt. 5, R. H. Lafferty (Little Red River As- 
soc.) from Matt. 21:13, 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as Mis- 
sionary. 

A letter of dismission was granted the 
Desoto Church. 

A resolution was passed, "That the board 
secure some place of worship at Clinton, Van Bu- 
ren Co., and that a preacher be employed to hold a 
protracted meeting at said place at the most con- 
venient season and that pledges be taken at this 
meeting of the association to support the work." 

According to the statistical table, the 
Cleveland Church, T. Moody, pastor, and Spring- 
field Church, B. M. Stephens, pastor, had preach- 
ing twice a month. The other churches had 
preaching monthly. 

1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Spring- 
field Church. Eld. G. M. McGee preached the In- 
troductory Sermon. 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as 
Moderator and Asa Robertson as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Hattieville (not listed in statistical table); Eglan- 
tine, represented by D. F. Blackburn (also clerk), 


Gilbert Cottrell, and G. W. Coal; Harmony, Bee 
Branch, represented by T. C. Ford and G. T. Ford, 
also clerk. 

Dr. W. A. Clark, editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist was enrolled as a correspondent. Associa- 
tional correspondents were enrolled from the 
Trace Ridge, Greenbriar, Buckville, and Russel- 
Iville Associations. 

Eld. W. A. Clark preached from John 5:7. 
Later in the session he preached on "Evidences of 
Christianity." Eld. J. A. Meyers preached from | 
Cor. 15:5-8, and Eld. T. C. Ford preached from 
Gens: 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "Last year we had twenty-three churches 
and no Sunday schools reported; this year we 
have twenty-five churches, six schools are re- 
ported, and the total number of scholars is 236; 
this indicates progress, and yet not what should 
be: 

The report on State Missions observed, 
"Inasmuch as the principles of missions means 
co-operation and united action, we rejoice that 
the Southern Home Mission Board, the State 
Convention, and our own association can unite 
their efforts in the spread of the Gospel." 

The report on Foreign Missions stated, 
"The Foreign Mission board of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention calls upon us to help push the 
work of the Lord forward. Remember we are God's 
servants; the servant must obey. 

"We recommend that each church take a 
collection this fall for this cause." 

The Publications Report recommended "a 
more careful and constant study of the Bible; next 
to it we regard the Arkansas Baptist as a neces- 
sity in aiding us in our work. It is sound in the 
faith and a continuous machinery of communi- 
cation between all sections of our state. Its editor 
has spent eighteen years for the Baptists of our 
state, and it is our duty to rally to his support in 
this most important work." 

The following query was presented: 

"What course should a church pursue 
when they receive a member on a profession of 
faith and baptism, if afterwards that person 
should state to the church that he had been de- 
ceived about his regeneration?" Answer: "The 
church should rescinded the action of receiving 
him, thereby annulling his baptism." 


1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church at Old Hickory. Eld. J. F. Ford preached 
the Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as 
Moderator and Asa Robertson as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Trace Ridge, Fourche Valley, Peedee, 
Russellville, and also the Crooked Creek Associa- 
tions. 

Eld. J. A. Myers preached from Rom. 
13:11. Eld. John Kimbrell, from the Trace Ridge 
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Association, preached from Psalm 127:1; Eld. E. 
B. Miller, representing Ouachita College, 
preached from Heb. 11:5, and Eld. Landers from 
the Russellville Assoc. preached on "The Estab- 
lishment of the Church." 

The Committee on State Missions stated, 
"Dear brethren, as an association, we are con- 
nected with the state board. We recommend that 
each pastor take collections for that purpose to 
aid the state board in supplying the destitute and 
to aid weak churches within our state." 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "we urge our churches to organize and 
support the Sabbath Schools, and that Baptist 
teachers be employed, and that sound Baptist lit- 
erature be used. We further urge that our people 
refuse to take part in Union Sabbath Schools." 


1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Springs Church, Conway Co. Eld. J. K. Braudaway 
preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. Braudaway was elected as Moderator 
and A. R. Robertson as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Peedee, Russellville, and Greenbrier As- 
sociations. 

Eld. J. F. Ford preached Thursday night 
and Eld. G. W. Ford, Greenbriar Association, 
preached Friday night. 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "The state evangelist, the chapel-car and 
the missionaries have done a good work... May 
God bless the state board and its work, and has- 
ten the time when every town and village in our 
state shall rejoice through the preaching of the 
Gospel." 

1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Moun- 
tain View Church, Conway Co. Dr. W. A. Clark, 
Editor of the Arkansas Baptist, preached the In- 
troductory Sermon. 

The following churches were represented 
by messengers: Antioch, Scotland; Bee Branch, 
Bee Branch; Cedar Creek, Springfield; Cleveland, 
Cleveland; Eglantine, Eglantine; Lone Oak, Mor- 
rilton; Mountain View, Woolverton; Pleasant 
Hill, Center Ridge; Pleasant Valley, Damascus; 
Plummerville, Plummerville; Lone Grove, Solgo- 
hachia; Mt. Pleasant, Plummerville; Sardis, Old 
Hickory; Springfield, Springfield; Union Hill, 
Formosa; Solgohachia, Solgohachia; Pleasant 
Springs, Springfield; and Usebia, Quitman. 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and E. A. Woolverton as Clerk. 

New Hope Church was received by Peti- 
tionary Letter. 

Eld. J. A. Mayall preached from Rom. 
10:13-14; Bro. Ben Cox, Lonoke, preached from I 
Pet. 1:4; Eld. J. A. Myers preached from Titus, 
"Speak the truth as becomes sound doctrine." 

The following resolution, which was 
adopted unanimously, expressed the Associa- 


tion's sentiment relative to the "Whitsitt contro- 
versy": 

"Whereas, The Southern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary has appealed to the young minis- 
ters of our State to attend it, and to the Baptists of 
the State to give it their sympathy and prayers; 
and 

"Whereas, there are reports of the advo- 
cacy of doctrines and points of history contrary 
to our views of history and church polity, being 
advocated by members of the seminary faculty; 
therefore, 

"Resolved, That we can not support or 
sympathize with the seminary until its faculty 
make a declaration of principles. 

"Resolved, That we will use all our efforts 
through all legitimate ways to secure the resigna- 
tion of W. H. Whitsitt from the faculty, he having 
forfeited our confidence by the theories he has 
taught and the dishonorable methods he has used 
to announce his strange notions." 


As was the case with other local associa- 
tions, this action had no effect on other conven- 
tion causes. 

The State Mission report stated: "Since 
1847, the State Convention has been striving to 
‘take Arkansas for Christ'. During these fifty 
years it has aided in the planting of over two 
hundred churches and supplementing the 
salaries of four associational missionaries. Be- 
ing in organic relation to all the associations, 
State Missions is a part of our work. There are 
thirteen county seats without Baptist churches. 
As long as there is territory unoccupied, there is 
work for the State Board. Let us pray for, defend 
and contribute to this important work." 

The Sunday School report stated, "Past 
experience is that churches which have active 
Sunday-schools are the churches that are doing 
the most good in the Master's cause. We would 
recommend that churches educate the rising gen- 
eration in the principles of Christian religion by 
organizing good live, Sunday-schools. We would 
recommend the use of the literature of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention." 

A letter of dismission was granted to 
Plummerville Church. 

Eld. J. Mayall was elected associational 
missionary. 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Cedar 
Creek Church. Eld. J. A. Myers preached the In- 
troductory Sermon, and was also elected as 
Moderator. E. A. Woolverton was elected as Clerk. 

Mt. Olive Church presented a Petitionary 
Letter 

Corresponding messengers from the 
Peedee and Greenbrier Associations were seated. 

Eld. W. A. Clark preached on "Winning 
Souls to Christ," Eld. T. L. Thompson preached on 
"Faith." Others preaching were Elders J. M. 
McGee and P. H. Glover. 
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Eld. J. Mayall, gave his report as associa- 
tional missionary. 

Eglantine Church was granted a letter of 
dismission. 

The State Mission Committee reported, 
"That the work of State Missions has been very 
successful during the past year, their being 173 
baptisms as the result of that work and the .com- 
mittee recommends that the Churches of this As- 
sociation contribute freely of their means in or- 
der to continue the work." 

1899 

The Minute noted the 1899 session as be- 
ing the 25th Annual Meeting, which was held 
with the Plummerville Church. Eld. J. A. Myers 
preached the Introductory Sermon, and was also 
elected as Moderator. E. A. Woolverton was 
elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers included Dr. 
W. A. Clark, representing the State Convention; 
T. L. Thomson, Trace Ridge Assoc., and W. M. 
George, moderator, Fourche Valley Assoc. 

Bro. Clark preached from Rev. 21:9, and 
Bro. Thompson also preached. 

The Morrilton Baptist Church presented 
their letter of dismission from the Russellville 
Assoc., and was unanimously received as a 
member, B. C. White representing the church. 

Motion carried that we instruct our mes- 
senger to the State Convention that it is the will 
of this body, that our Financial Secretary be paid 
$50 per month and his expenses. 

Note: The "extravagant salary" was given 
as one of the arguments against the plan of the 
Board of the State Convention. 

The Sunday School report stated, "We find 
only four churches have reported their Sunday 
School work. We would recommend that each 
church have a live Sunday School to teach the 
young the way to Christ;..." 

1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with Moun- 
tain View Church, five miles north of Center 
Ridge. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. J. K. Braudaway. 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and Ben Stacks as Clerk. 

Dr. A. J. Barton, Corresponding Secretary 
for State Missions, attended this session. He 
preached on the subject of "Missions." Others 
preaching were Elders A. H. Wilson, Russellville 
Assoc., Joe Stark, Little Red River Assoc., and H. 
H. Street, Greenbrier Assoc. 

The report on State Missions concluded, 
"We therefore recommend that our churches con- 
tribute liberally to State Missions, hoping that 
the State Board will so change the present meth- 
ods as to allay all distrust, and bring about har- 
mony and co-operation among all the brethren." 


1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Valley Church, Damascus. Unfortunately, the 
first pages are missing from this minute. 

The first entry in the available part of the 
minutes states, "On motion a resolution from 
Cleveland Church against the election by the 
State Convention of a general missionary secre- 
tary was read and passed till tomorrow. Bro. Mil- 
burn was permitted to read a copy of a resolution, 
to be presented to the Independence Association." 

Preaching at this session were Elders A. 
H. Wilson from Acts 14:17, J. K. Braudaway from 
Isa. 62:2, Eld. J. H. Milburn on the subject of 
"Communion," and Eld. J. A. Myers from Titus 
22115 

Eld. W. T. Box, a leader in the Landmark 
movement, and earlier a participant in the 
United Assoc. was enrolled as a corresponding 
messenger from the Russellville Assoc. 

The next day, "Motion and second to adopt 
the sentiment of the resolution from Cleveland 
Church as read yesterday. 

"On motion the resolution was tabled in- 
definitely and a committee on Resolutions ap- 
pointed..." 

"Eld. J. A. Myers was elected delegate to 
the Southern Baptist Convention, but at his 
earnest request, the vote was reconsidered and W. 
A. Clark, D.D. was elected." 

"Committee on Missions read their re- 
port. The report was ably discussed by Bro. John 
G.B. Sims, favoring the present plans of State 
Missions, and by Bro. Milburn and Bro. Box, op- 
posing present plans." 

Friday afternoon was devoted to discus- 
sion of the mission question, concluded by 
preaching by Eld. W. T. Box from Isa. 40:58. 

On Saturday, "The vote was taken on the 
adoption of the report of the Committee on Mis- 
sions, and the report was unanimously adopted 
and as follows: 

"Whereas, There seems to be complaint 
coming from the brotherhood all over the state as 
to the present management of our state work, and 

"Whereas, We believe more good can be ac- 
complished through an organized plan than 
through any other way, and we further believe 
that it would be to the best interest of the work to 
abolish the office of corresponding secretary and 
elect a state evangelist whose duty it shall be, un- 
der the direction of the state board, to visit the 
destitute portions of the state and hold meetings 
and organize churches, where there are none, and 
to visit the associations and to instruct the 
brotherhood in the mission work, 

"Therefore be it Resolved, That we instruct 
our messengers to the State Convention to use 
their influence and vote to change the present 
personnel of our state board and to change the 
present policy of electing a corresponding secre- 
tary to that of a state evangelist. 
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"Resolved further, That we favor an orga- 
nized system of work when properly adminis- 
tered." 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended: 

The careful reading of God's Word, 

The Arkansas Baptist, because it is our 
state paper and is sound in doctrine, 

For S. S. Literature that of the American 
Baptist Publication Society, as it is more nearly 
sound in all its teachings. 

A memorial was made to Bro. Thomas 
Moody: 

"Bro. Thomas Moody, an efficient and 
consistent minister, departed this life February 
10, 1901. He was a member of the State Legisla- 
ture at the time of his death. He was one of the pi- 
oneer preachers of this association, and during 
his long ministerial career, there was never a 
stain on his moral life, but he was spoken of by 
all who knew him as an exemplary Christian." 

The Committee on Destitution reported, 
"Lone Grove, Springfield and Solgohachia 
churches need aid. Clinton is under Methodist in- 
fluence, but all that is in the way of a live church 
at Clinton is the want of a house of worship." 


1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with Cleve- 
land Church. Eld. J. M. McGee, elected to preach 
the Introductory Sermon was absent, the hour 
was occupied by various songs, talk and prayer 
services,... Eld. T. L. Thomson, representing the 
Trace Ridge Assoc. was asked to preach the Intro- 
ductory Sermon during the night session. 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and S. B. Barnett as Clerk. 

Eld. W. A. Clark was seated as representa- 
tive of the Arkansas Baptist. 

Sand Springs Church presented a peti- 
tionary letter. 


Resolution in Support of General Association 

"W. T. Box offered a resolution to with- 
draw the support of this Association from the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention and to en- 
dorse the Baptist General Association of 
Arkansas, which was discussed at length by 
Brethren Mayal, Box, Thomson, Sims, Myers and 
Gunn." 

The discussion was postponed for preach- 
ing at 11 AM by Eld. W. A. Clark, from Matt. 1:21. 

In the afternoon session, "after further 
discussion [the resolution] was adopted unani- 
mously." 

Others preaching included Eld. J. F. Sims 
from Matt. 28:2, Eld. W. T. Box from John 21:22, 
and Eld. T. L. Thompson from Matt. 28:6. 

The Committee on Education reported, 
"We would recommend Ouachita College for our 
boys, provided the base ball game be removed 
from among its students, as it is a national gam- 
bling game. For our girls, we would recommend 


Central and Mountain Home as good institutions 
and worthy of our support." 

"On motion the report was ordered to be 
eliminated from the list of adopted reports, be- 
cause it does not fully recognize the denomina- 
tional schools, but it is published here as the 
nearest approach that could be made under the 
circumstances." 

The following resolution was presented 
later in the session by Eld. W. T. Box: 

"WHEREAS, the work of the Baptist State 
Convention of Arkansas, and the conduct of its 
leaders, have been and are unsatisfactory to the 
churches of this association, and are, as we be- 
lieve, unscriptural and subversive of the best in- 
terest of our denomination in the state, be it 
RESOLVED: 

That this association withdraw its co-op- 
eration from said convention, 

That we endorse the Baptist General Asso- 
ciation of Arkansas, and give it our sympathy 
and co-operation in the future, 

That we endorse the Arkansas Baptist as 
sound in doctrine and scriptural in church 
polity, and in every way worthy to be recognized 
as our state paper, and as such we commend it to 
the patronage and support of our churches and 
people." 

Note: After this move the United Associa- 
tion was occasionally visited by those in support 
of the State Convention. However, most reports 
mentioned only Landmark causes. However, 
about 1917 there appeared to be a some resur- 
gence of Convention sentiments, and J. B. Searcy 
even preached his sermon exploiting the virtues 
of the Seventy-five Million Dollar Campaign. But 
within a year or two another resolution was pre- 
sented re-affirming support of the General Asso- 
ciation and Landmark causes. 

The Destitution Report stated, "Morrilton 
Church has already employed Eld. J. Mayal to do 
two month's work, and asks that the association 
continue the work for the remaining ten months. 
We would recommend that this association elect 
an associational mission board to prosecute this 
work." 


1903 

The 1903 meeting was held with the Hat- 
tieville Church at Hattieville. The meetings were 
held in the District School Building. 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and R. P. McReynolds, a deacon at Hattieville, as 
Clerk. 

Eld. J. F. Ford preached from Isa. 12:9, 
and Eld. W. A. Clark preached on "A Bible Read- 
ing on Missions." Bro. Clark was representing the 
Landmark Baptist. 

Also present was H. Beauchamp, repre- 
senting the State Convention. 

Later» in).the.session, Eld..W.. 1. .Box 
preached from Mark 16:19 and Eld. J. A. Myers 
preached from Acts 16:30. 
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The Committee on Publications stated, 
"We recommend the Arkansas Baptist, also the 
American Baptist [Flag]. Also we recommend the 
American Baptist Literature for Sunday School 
use. 

The Home Mission report stated, "Your 
committee would report that our Home Mission 
work as it respects the General Association of 
Arkansas embraces State Missions and work in 
the Indian Territory. 

The Executive Board reported, "We have 
employed Eld. W. T. Box as missionary at 
Blackville and Sandtown at a salary of $55... His 
work resulted favorably with four conversions." 

1904 

The 1904 meeting was held with Usebia 
Church, Van Buren Co., six miles NE of Quitman. 
Eld. J. E. Bailey, Bee Branch, led devotional exer- 
cises from Eph. 5:15. 

Eld. J. F. Sims was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. R. Bennett as Clerk. 

New Bethany Church presented a Peti- 
tionary Letter. 

Eld. W. T. Box was seated as a representa- 
tive of the General Association. 

Others preaching were Elders H. H. Russell 
from I John 3:4, David Allen, Little Red River 
Assoc., from I Cor. 13:13, J. F. Sims from Heb. 
6:1, and J. R. Bennett on "The Pattern or Model 
Church." 

1905 

The 1905 meeting was held with Cedar 
Creek Church, 5-6 miles NE of Springfield. Eld. J. 
R. Barnett preached the Introductory Sermon 
from | Pet? 3:&: 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. R. Bennett as Clerk. 

Eld. W. T. Box was seated as a representa- 
tive of the General Association, also of "The 
Flag." 

A great sermon was preached at night by 
Eld. W. T. Box from II Cor. 5:15. Others preaching 
included Elders J. A. Myers from I Cor. 2:1-2, J. 
Mayall from I Chron 27:5, and J. K. Braudaway 
from Eph. 3:1-3. 

Eld. J. E. Bailey read his report as mis- 
sionary. 

On motion the work of J. C. Jones as 
church historian was endorsed. 

The Foreign Mission report stated, "The 
General Association of America is making every 
effort possible to push the cause to success; there- 
fore, be it Resolved, 

"That we endorse the General Association 
of Arkansas and her missionaries on the foreign 
fields, especially Yohannan Jureidine and Diaz, 
and that we take up collections to support the 
work." 

The Committee on Publications stated, 
"We recommend ... the literature of the American 
Baptist Publication Society as the best at present 
for Sunday schools; also we would recommend 


the literature of the Landmark Baptist Publish- 
ing Concern of Little Rock, when on foot." 

Apparently the Morrilton Church failed 
to represent both in 1904 and 1905. 

The Church was listed on the 1903 Statis- 
tical Report, but the name of C. N. James was 
listed as pastor, ordained minister and messen- 
ger in hand-writing. Then, again in Eld. James 
handwriting, "You readily see this is next to no 
record - don't know why they left Morrilton, nor 
why they gave no statistical report." CNJ 

1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Springs Church, five miles north of Springfield. 
Eld. V. C. Neal preached the Introductory Ser- 
mon. 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and E. A. Woolverton as Clerk. 

Eld. W. T. Box was seated as a representa- 
tive of the Russellville Association, and also the 
Arkansas Baptist. 

Corinth Church was received by Peti- 
tionary Letter. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Greenbrier, Peedee, Little River, 
Trace Ridge, and Fourche Valley Associations. 

Eld. Frank Sims preached "an interesting 
sermon on the resurrection of Christ. At the con- 
clusion of the sermon several persons came for- 
ward for prayers." Others preaching were Elders 
J. J. Holland on "Baptism," J. A. Myers, V. V. 
Neal, "The Christian in the Judgement." 

The State Mission report stated, "the work 
as carried on by the General Association of the 
Baptist Churches of Arkansas is in a prosperous 
condition. We have several workers now in the 
field and others are ready to enter as soon as 
means are raised for their support. 

"We therefore recommend that~ the 
churches of this Association take regular collec- 
tions for this work." 

The Foreign Mission report recommended 
"that we do our work through the auspices of the 
General Association of Baptists of the United 
States." 

The Publications report stated, "Second, 
we would recommend the reading and circulating 
of our state paper, The Arkansas Baptist, and for 
Sunday school literature we would recommend 
that published by the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society." W. T. Box, chairman 

1907 

The 1907 meeting was held with Mt. 
Pleasant Church, 4 miles north of Plummerville. 
Eld. J. Mayall preached the Introductory Sermon 
from Matt. 12:12. 

Eld. J. A. Myers, Morrilton, was elected as 
Moderator and J. C. Powell, Lanty, as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders C. R. 
Powell from II Tim. 3:16-17, J. F. Ford from Luke 
24:45, J. M. McGee, and W. T. Box at 11 AM on 
Sunday. 
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Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Mission- 
ary. 

The State Mission report mentioned nei- 
ther of the two state-wide, bodies, but apparently 
gave the statistics from the State Convention: 

"State Missions should be of great concern 
to us as Baptists at this time. There is at present a 
great tidal wave of salvation sweeping our State 
.. through the efforts of State Missions in our 
beloved State there were 3,725 conversions and 
2,458 baptisms." 

The Publications report recommended 
"the reading and circulation of our State paper, 
the Arkansas Baptist, and for Sunday School lit- 
erature we recommend that published by the 
American Baptist Publication Society and that of 
the S. B. C. as being sound." 


1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Cedar 
Creek Church. Eld. J. F. Sims preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon from Psalm 19. 

Eld. J. K. Braudaway was elected as 
Moderator and J. C. Powell as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. J. E. Newman, 
representing the Baptist Publishing Co., Eld. W. 
T. Box, State Missionary, also representing the 
Baptist Flag, G. T. Ford and A. H. Brickey, repre- 
senting the Fourche Valley Association. 

Others preaching were Elders J. E. New- 
man on "Christian Consecration," V. C. Neal on 
"God Sifting for Service, J. J. Holland from Rom. 
9:18-21, and A. McPherson. 

Evidently the issue of State Missions con- 
tinued to provoke controversy. The Minute 
stated, "The Committee on State Missions read a 
report, but the report was rejected and a motion 
carried that we recommend no State Missions 
this year." 

Twenty five churches and messengers 
were listed on the Statistical Table: 

Pleasant Hill, 46 members, J. K. Braud- 
away, L. D. Stover, W, J, Simms; Valley Home, 71 
members, Wm, Boon, Tom Aaron, V. G. Colston; 
Morrilton, 161, V. C. Neal; Lone Grove, 31, J. C. 
Powell, Dorsey Ridling, Rufus Estes; Pleasant 
Springs, 58, J. H. Right, R. L. Douglass, A. Gordon; 
Mt. Olive, 47, J. W. Hilard, J. D. Underwood; 
Plummerville, 47, J. R. Barnett; New Bethany, 65, 
J. H. Colston, W. A. Simms, M. Stracner; Anti- 
och, 85, J. R. Chastain, W. T. Somers, P. G. Lan- 
caster; Usibia, 48, T. J. Ward, J. L. Ward, E. W. 
Ward; Mountain View, 28, J. H. Mackey, E. A. 
Woolverton, Fannie Mackey; Mt. Pleasant, 158, 
J.D.M. Roach, G. F. Garrett, F. M. Taylor; Sardis, 
61, W. M. Massingill, Mart Massingill; Harmony, 
33, John Malone, Wm. Gray, T. C. Ford; Union 
Hill, 95, Ben Stacks, J. H. Evans, Betty Brewer; 
Hattieville, 102, J. J. Holland, W. L. Warren, G. R. 
Dicus; Springfield, 33, J. P. Cole, J. H. Lockhart, 
B. F. Jordan; Pleasant Valley, 182, Anderson 
Simms, G. W. Magee, I. Cassey; Cedar Creek, 100, 
T.J. Lockhart, G. Hill, Mark Keller; Caney Valley, 
37, J. L. Duggar, W. B. Stacks, F. M. Garrison; 


Sand Town, W. T. Bryant; Mt. Moriah, 65, Not 
rep.; Cleveland, 46, Not rep.; Lone Oak, 33, J. T. 
Gunn; Corinth, 14, Not rep. 

1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with Harmony 
Church, 3.5 miles N of Bee Branch. Eld. T. C. Ford 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Luke 
18:17-18. 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and J. C. Powell as Clerk. 

Correspondence was called for and Bro. 
Turner, of the Monticello Orphans' Home, and J. 
S. Rogers, of the State Convention, were seated. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Trace Ridge, Peedee, Greenbrier, 
Russellville and Fourche Valley Associations. 

Eld. J. S. Rogers preached, and Eld. J. J. 
Holland preached on "The Eternal Purpose of 
God." 

Bro. Turner introduced the subject of Or- 
phans' Homes, then the report of the committee 
was adopted and read, after being amended so as 
to show the taking of an immediate collection 
and to decide the amount between the two homes, 
Monticello and Texarkana. The report stated, 
"We have two Orphan's Homes in the State under 
the auspices of the Baptists. We would impress on 
the churches they do all in their power to assist 
them." The collection of $9.30 was divided 
equally. 

The Report on Ministerial Education 
stated, "We are glad that the Lord helped the Bap- 
tist people to establish schools where our young 
men may secure an education. We, therefore 
heartily recommend in our State Ouachita and 
Buckner Colleges, whose ministerial students 
have all along been a credit to them and to the 
Baptist denomination." 

The State Mission report stated, "We find 
that this association is doing but little in the way 
of State Mission work. There is great need for 
mission work in this State. We would recommend 
that the pastors of each church set apart the first 
Sunday in October, January, April and July each 
year as State Mission days, at which time a col- 
lection be taken at each church and be sent in to 
support state work." 

The Publications report stated, "We rec- 
ommend to the churches a careful collection of 
Baptist literature for the Sunday schools, re- 
membering that the future success of the Baptist 
church depends on how we train the children un- 
der our care. 

"We further recommend the reading of 
sound Baptist literature and that our people be 
careful in the training of youths under our care." 


We have no record of the 1910 meeting. 
1911 
The 1911 meeting was held with Antioch 
Church, Van Buren Co. Eld. J. K. Braudaway 
preached the Introductory Sermon. 
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Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and J. F. Sims as Clerk. 

Eld. M. P. Matheny was present at this 
session, and was elected to preach on Thursday 
night. Others preaching included Elders J. J. Hol- 
land and J. K. Braudaway. 

The sentiment of this associational meet- 
ing appeared to favor the Landmark position. As 
an example, "A collection of $5.00 was taken up 
for the Texarkana Orphans' Home, and ordered 
sent to the treasurer, Bro. Sims." 

The Orphans' Home report read, "We, your 
Committee on Orphans' Home, beg leave to report 
that our Texarkana home is doing a fine work, 
yet the home is in need of funds to push the many 
enterprises connected therewith." 

The Monticello Home was not mentioned. 

The following resolution was presented by 
Bro. J. F. Ford. The clerk recorded, "After lengthy 
discussion motion carried to receive the resolu- 
tion: 

"Whereas, The difference in mission 
methods has been worrying the Baptists of our 
state, and disquieting the peace and love of our 
great Baptist family, therefore, 

"Be it resolved, That it is the sense of this 
body that the discussion of the difference on this 
quest in our association and district meetings is 
detrimental to our common interest, therefore, 
we recommend that hereafter these things shall 
not mar our love and fellowship." 

The State Mission report in its totality 
read: "We find that this Association is doing but 
little for State Missions. We would recommend 
that each church take monthly collections for 
state missions and further that we do our mis- 
sion work through the state association." 

The Sunday School report read, 'There- 
fore, we urge that every Baptist church have Sun- 
day School fifty-two Sundays in the year, and 
also teach sound Baptist literature." 

The Ministerial Education report was 
also neutral, "We would recommend any Baptist 
school that is theologically sound." 

Sixteen churches were represented by let- 
ter and messenger. 


1912 

The 1912 meeting was scheduled for Hat- 
tieville Church. 

The following note was included in the 
1913 Minute: 

"The Minutes of 1912 were referred to E. A. 
Woolverton and J. A. Myers on Sep. 14th, 1913, 
and they were instructed to have such part of the 
manuscript printed as they thought proper to 
preserve a continuous and unbroken history of 
the Association, said minutes not being printed 
last year. "Sep. 16, 1913 E. A. Woolverton 

During the 1913 session a motion carried 
that the manuscript of last year's meeting be 
compiled by the moderator and clerk and printed 
in the minute of this year. However, the minute 


only includes reports on Prohibition, Missions, 
Education, Publications, and Sunday Schools. 
1913 

The 1913 meeting was held with Cedar 
Creek Church. Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as 
Moderator and E. A. Woolverton as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from Mt. 
Vernon Church and Damascus Church at Sulphur 
Springs. 

After opposition expressed by Pleasant 
Valley Church at Damascus, a motion was made 
that receiving of the church be deferred to the 
next session and the two churches try to settle 
difficulties. The letter was withdrawn, and the 
messengers were admitted as visiting members. 

Eld. J. J. Holland preached the first mes- 
sage. Others preaching included Eld. J. A. Smith, 
"That Rock was Christ, from I Cor. 10:4, and Eld. 
J. F. Johnson on "Feeding the Five Thousand." 

Eld. J. W. Conger was seated as a represen- 
tative of Central College, Conway. 

The Committee on State Missions made 
their report. A motion to amend by striking out 
the words, "And we recommend that the churches 
do their state mission work through the State As- 
sociation," failed to carry by a vote of 2 to 35. The 
original report was adopted. 

[This vote should be indicative of the sen- 
timent of the association. However, as will be 
demonstrated, during the next few years, those 
with convention ideas attempted to promote con- 
vention concepts, even through the 1919 session] 

Eld. T. Cole was elected as associational 
missionary for full-time work. 

The Sabbath School report recommended 
"that each church in this association have and 
maintain an evergreen Sunday school and that it 
be a Baptist Sunday school, that its officers and 
teachers be members of the Baptist church, and 
that they use Baptist literature and that the 
church take oversight so that our children may 
be taught the Word of God in its purity." Eld. J. K. 
Braudaway was chairman. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "the [Arkansas] Baptist published at Lit- 
tle Rock as our State paper, also the Baptist Flag 
as sound Baptist literature and all other litera- 
ture that is sound in doctrine, we would further 
recommend the Land Mark Sunday school litera- 
tore.’ 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported 
"that the Baptists of Arkansas have two orphans' 
homes, one at Texarkana consisting of property 
valued at about $20,000 and the care of about 
thirty-five children. It is principally supported 
by the Baptist State Association. 

"The Home at Monticello has property 
valued at about $40,000, has about one hundred 
fifty-five children in its care and is fostered by 
the State Convention. 

"We would recommend that churches in 
this association take collections once each 
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month for the support of the children at 
Texarkana." E. A. Woolverton was chairman. 


1914 

The 1914 meeting was held with Mt. 
Pleasant Church, 4 miles N. of Plummerville. 
Eld. R. L. Douglas preached the Introductory 
Sermon 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and E. A. Woolverton as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. J. A. Smith, State 
Missionary and Eld. E.J.A. McKinney, editor of 
the Baptist Advance. 

On Friday morning, Eld. Inlow of Little 
Rock was given the floor in a thirty minutes 
speech on the work of the State Convention. 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"that our people take and read the Land Mark 
Baptist, and the Baptist Flag published at Fulton, 
KY, and any sound Baptist literature in order that 
we may be informed as to the work and needs of 
the denomination." 

The report on Ministerial Education rec- 
ommended "our denominational schools that 
teach sound Baptist doctrine for the education of 
our young ministers." No school was mentioned 
by name. 

The State Missions report stated, "We 
have some worthy preachers on the field and we 
believe that every church should feel that it is 
their duty to support this great work." 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported 
"that since our last annual meting our orphans' 
home building at Texarkana has been destroyed 
by fire and in being replaced by a new and more 
commodious one. It now stands in great need of 
funds to support and care for the orphans in our 
care at that place." The Monticello home was not 
mentioned. 

Twenty-three churches submitted statis- 
tical information. 

1915 

The 1915 meeting was held with Mt. View 
Church. Eld. V. C. Neal preached the Introductory 
Sermon from II Tim. 3:16. 

Eld. J. A. Myers was elected as Moderator 
and E. A. Woolverton as Clerk. 

On call for correspondence, Eld. J. A. 
Smith of Little Rock, in a short speech an- 
nounced the Arkansas Baptist, of which he was 
editor, to be the organ of the State Association. 
[this was probably to clarify the position of this 
paper in relation to the Baptist Commoner, Ben 
M. Bogard, editor, which had begun publication 
from Texarkana] 

Others preaching included Elders J. F. 
Sims, J. H. Moore from John 10:10, and J. A. 
Smith. 

Morrilton was first elected as the next 
place of meeting. However, later in the meeting, 
the vote was re-considered 20 to 4, and Pleasant 
Valley Church at Damascus was selected. 

The Orphans' Home report was read. After 
reading, the report was amended to include a 


statement of condition of the Orphans Home at 
Monticello. The amendment was accepted by the 
committee, and after discussion the amended re- 
port was unanimously adopted. 

The report on Ministerial Education rec- 
ommended "Jacksonville College of Texas as be- 
ing a school that teaches sound Bible doctrine 
and that it affords a good opportunity for young 
men to obtain an education to prepare them for 
efficiency in the ministry." 

The Sunday School report recommended 
"that all Sunday schools use Land Mark Baptist 
literature and that the officers and teachers be se- 
lected from Land Mark Baptists." 

Evidently this was a rather stormy ses- 
sion, as certain actions would indicate. Further, 
the clerk noted, "The association adjourned 
without the usual farewell parting hand to meet 
at Damascus..." 


We have no minute for the 1916 session 
with Pleasant Valley at Damascus. 


1917 

The 1917 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Springs Church. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. Terry Cole from John 21:22. Eldi V.-C: 
Neal preached on "The Church Jesus Bought with 
His Blood," and J. K. Smith preached on "The 
Ideal Message." 

Eld. J. F. Sims was elected as Moderator 
and H. L. Wright as Clerk. 

Elders E.J.A. McKinney* of Little Rock 
and D. B. Moore of Pottsville, of the State General 
Work, were seated as visiting ministers. 

The report on Ministerial Education rec- 
ommended "that our Association give every pos- 
sible encouragement to the education of our 
preachers. Brethren, let's educate our preachers 
while they are young, that they may be able to 
give us a perfect knowledge of the Word of God." 

Also preaching were Elders E.J.A. McKin- 
ney from Matt. 16:25-26 and J. F. Sims from I 
Cor. 13:8. 

Eld. T. F. Thompson was elected as Mis- 
sionary. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "The 
Baptists have two Homes, one at Texarkana and 
one at Monticello, demanding our attention and 
support." 

The report on Sunday Schools stated, 
"...there are many helps on the Sunday School 
lessons written by Baptists and published by our 
Baptist publishing houses that are good helps and 
can be helpful to the teacher." 

The report on State Missions took a defi- 
nite change, recommending "that we make plans 
during this session of the Association to reach 
every church for a collection for State Missions 
by November 1, to be used either through the Gen- 
eral Convention or the General Association." 


1918 
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The 1918 meeting was held with Mt. View 
Church. Eld. J. M. McGee was to preach the Intro- 
ductory Message. 

This was the year of the great flu epi- 
demic. However, it appears the association met, 
but apparently no minutes were printed. In the 
1919 session a motion carried to incorporate in 
the 1919 Minute "the statistical table of last 
year's minutes." 

1919 

The 1919 meeting was held with Union 
Hill Baptist Church 

Eld. T. F. Thompson preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon. Also preaching was Eld. E.J.A. 
McKinney on "Sufferings of Christ." 

The State Mission report stated, "Baptists 
have two ways of doing Mission Work in the 
State, lst through the Committee of the State As- 
sociation, 2nd through the Board of the State 
Convention." 

The statistical report of the Executive 
Board of the State Convention was given. Then 
the report continued, 

"We feel that the Baptists have the mes- 
sage of Christ and we insist that we unite our- 
selves on doing more Mission work in the State. 
We suggest that in this "Baptist 75 Million Dollar 
Drive" there is a supreme opportunity of doing 
mission work. It is understood that in this 
"Drive" the Association Baptist have an opportu- 
nity of assisting in this colossal task of raising 
and expending the funds in their own way." 

At 11 AM, Dr. J. S. Rogers brought us a 
great sermon on our "Baptist 75 Million Dollar 
Campaign."® 

Miss Lillian May, State organizer for 
women delivered a timely address which was ap- 
preciated. 

A motion carried that the moderator ap- 
point a committee on woman's work. 

Later in the session the first report on 
Woman's Work was given. This report stated 
there were "only three Womens Missionary 
Unions in this Association, at Morrilton, Plum- 
merville, and Pleasant Springs. 

The Literature report recommended "the 
Baptist and Commoner and the Baptist Advance 
and the Foreign Mission Journal, and for Sunday 
School literature the Land Mark and Convention 
Series. 

Eld. Joe Stark was elected as missionary 
"for his entire time." 

Eld. D. N. Jackson of Texarkana was 
present. He was "invited by the moderator to 
speak on 'ministerial education’ and delivered a 
strong address on the subject." 


Later in the session, Eld. Jackson 
preached from John 3:16. 

The statistical table for 1918 listed 25 
churches; 15 churches were listed in 1919 , and by 
1920, 12 churches were listed. 

It should be noted that by the 1920 ses- 
sion, only Landmark causes are represented. 
However, the statistical table indicates that 
twelve churches were present. 

1920 

The Forty-Sixth Annual Session was held 
with Hattieville Baptist Church. 

Eld. R. L. Douglas was elected as Moder- 
ator and J. J. Wade as Clerk. 

Preaching at this session were Elders T. C. 
Ford "What Think Ye of Christ," W. T. Box 
"Promise of God," J. A. Peters "Conversion," and 
J. F. Sims "The Church". 

Eld. R. L. Douglas was elected as associa- 
tional missionary. 

Motion prevailed that Eld. T. C. Ford have 
the endorsement of this body as a General Mis- 
sionary. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported, "We also heartily endorse the literature 
published by the Baptist Sunday School Commit- 
tee of Texarkana, as being sound doctrine, full of 
God's word and promises and we recommend its 
use in connection with Sunday School in this as- 
sociation." 

The Publications report stated, "As we feel 
that the majority of our association is Land 
Mark, and in sympathy with our work, we rec- 
ommend the Baptist and Commoner as one of the 
best and soundest religious papers in the South 
and as Sunday School literature we recommend 
the Land Mark series, published at Texarkana, 
Ark. as safe and sound." 

The State Missions report stated, "As Bap- 
tists understand the great commission as given 
by Christ to His church names but one way of do- 
ing State Mission Work, and that through the 
State Association. At the present time there are 
nine missionaries doing work under the en- 
dorsement of the State Association of Baptist 
churches, and we urge all our churches compos- 
ing this association to support this work,..." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "Our 
home located at Texarkana has quite a number of 
children in the home. 

"We therefore recommend all our 
churches to take a collection once every three 
months for the Orphans Home and send to Eld. J. 
W. Sims, Marvel, Ark., Treasurer of the home." 


Statistical Table 
Church Post Office Pastor Clerk Mbrs 
Mt. View Formosa Terry Cole Mrs. N. F. Bell 46 
Pleasant Springs Springfield L. H. Gordon 76 
Sardis Hattieville W. C. Merrick J.J. Wade 40 
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Cedar Creek Springfield Terry Cole Daal 102 
Union Hill Formosa W. S. Fortner Dora Goatcher 86 
Harmony Bee Branch G. T. Ford C. W. McKnight 58 
Springfield, Springfield R. L. Douglas C. Duncan 

Lone Grove Solgohachia W. C. Merrick J. S. Ridling 28 
Mt. Pleasant, Plummerville Terry Cole J.D.M. Roach 140 
Pleasant Valley Damascus R. L. Douglas M. E. Brown 202 
Hattieville Hattieville R. L. Douglas R. P. McReynolds 
Morrilton Morrilton V. C. Neal W, R. Beers 270 


Antioch, Scotland; Plummerville, Plummerville; Valley Home, Morrilton, were listed in the 


1919 minute. 
The 1922 Minute included pictures of 
Elders J. A. Myers, Joseph Mayall, and T. C. Ford. 


Joseph Mayall 

Eld. Joseph Mayall was born in England. 
He professed religion in early life, joined the 
Baptist Church, was ordained to the ministry, 
and preached for the Baptists for over fifty years. 

He preached in the United Association for 
forty years and during that time he seldom ever 
missed an associational or district meeting. He 
probably pastored more churches and did more 
missionary work than any preacher in the asso- 
ciation. 

He died Sep. 8, 1921, leaving three sons 
and one daughter, all of whom are members of 
the Baptist Church. 


J. A. Myers 

Elder J.A. Myers was a member of Lone 
Oak Baptist Church at the time of his death 
which occurred in the latter part of 1921. 

He had preached for the Dardanelle and 
United Associations for about fifty-five years, 
was an able and forceful expositor of the doc- 
trines of the Baptist church. He had done much 
pastoral and missionary work. He was Modera- 
tor of the United Association for fifteen years. He 
was always faithful and impartial in his rulings. 


Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 
Perryville 

It is believed that a revival was preached 
in the area in 1845, and that in 1849 a Bro. Cheek 
from Spring Creek at Benton helped organize the 
church. © 

The log building was started in 1859, and 
was finished after the Civil War. Four prominent 
men were each responsible for raising a corner of 
the building. Church and school were held in the 
building, even before the building was roofed. It is 
interesting to note the church still worships in 
the original building. The church is located 
about four miles SE of Perryville on State Hwy. 
300. 

Churches in Perry Co. were members of 
the Saline Assoc. as early as 1869, and the Saline 
Assoc. met with Bethel # 2, which was nine miles 
west of Perryville in 1885. 


Antioch Church petitioned the Saline 
Assoc. in 1881. The church was represented by 
John J. Cook, E. H. Rankin and Joseph Johnson. 
Three other Perry Co. churches also came by peti- 
tionary letters: Bethel at Alpin, Blue Point at 
Adona, and Harmony at Long Creek. Eld. J. H. 
Scruggs was pastor of Antioch, Bethel, and Con- 
cord churches. 

Other pastors of Antioch were Elders T. 
Cole, Wilcox, Ford, George W. Reid, Curt Powell, 
Olen West, Bud Anderson, Frank Moore, Will 
Moore, Allen McCurry, James Roberts, Lester 
Wright, and Earnest McCain. 

In 1955 the church underwent extensive 
repairs and remodeling took place. 


Lonoke Missionary Baptist Church 

Lonoke MBC was organized in 1881. The 
land was donated by Joe Denton. The name was 
derived from the huge oak trees on the site. 

The first pastor was Eld. J. A. Myers and 
the first clerk was Bro. E. E. Rainwater. Pastors 
in the early 1900's included Brethren W. B. 
Driskell, J. S. Sims, J. T. Gunn, James Crowder, 
Terry Cole, and Bill West. 

During the period from May, 1932, until 
June, 1958 the church was inactive. 

In 1958 Bro. Sam Moore held a revival. At 
the closing of the revival, June 29, 1958, Lonoke 
MBC was reorganized. Three members were pre- 
sent. Sis. Elsie Stracener, Sis. Parker, and Sis. 
Ida Houston renewed the church covenant. After 
the church doors were opened, seven came by let- 
ter, and three were baptized. 

In April, 1961, Bro. Cleo Poteete offered 
land on the highway for new location of the 
church. The old building and land were sold in 
June of 1962. The first services were held in the 
new building on July 8, 1962. 


Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
Zion Hill Community 

The date of the organization is not 
known. However, the church was received into 
the United Association by petitionary letter in 
1888. Eld. C. L. Boyd was pastor, J. M. Bridges was 
clerk, with a Hank post office. The messengers 
were N. Adams, C. L. Boyd, and J. M. Bridges. The 
church had baptized 14 that year, and reported 47 
members. M. C. Bridges, J. M. Bridges, and C. L. 
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Boyd represented the church in 1889. The church 
requested a letter of dismission in 1890, probably 
to join the Trace Ridge Association. J. M. Bridges 
and J. F. Walker were messengers. Corresponding 
Messengers from the Trace Ridge Association 
were seated in the United Assoc. in 1891. 

The Crowder Bridges moved to the area 
from NC about 1885. ‘ 

Apparently Eld. C. L. Boyd was also pastor 
in 1924. The Boyd's baby was the first burial in 
Zion Hill Cemetery, sometime before 1893. 

The first church records available are 
dated in 1908. The minutes of 1924 stated J. W. 
McDonald, James Jackson and Marion Aday 
were elected as messengers to the Association. In 
1928 the association was identified as the Trace 
Ridge Association. Zion Hill was host to the As- 
sociation in 1971. The Association ceased in 
1972. 

The first building was at the foot of hill 
below the Cemetery. A church building was later 
started on top of the hill, inside of the present 
Cemetery fence. 

The old part of the present church build- 
ing was started in 1924 or 1925, to house the Zion 
Hill Public School. This building was also used 
by the church. Zion Hill School was consolodated 
with Alread in 1948. Later the Alread School 
Board gave a Bill of Sale, and then in March, 
1976 they gave a Quitclaim Deed to the church for 
one acre of land. 

A new addition and Fellowship Hall were 
built in 1985 and dedicated on July 19, 1986. The 
church is located on Hwy. 16, about 35 miles west 
of Clinton. 

The records show the following as moder- 
ators or pastors: Brethren T. G. Stemp, W. L. 
Chadwick, J. W. McDonald, W. B. Davenport, 
Wade Rambo, Gerald Williams, Arvil Pemberton, 
Dean Housley, Elton Judd, Bryce Emerson, Lester 
Passmore, Johnny Williams, Fred S. Stevenson, 
and John Bagby. 


Bethel Missionary Baptist Church 
Morrilton 

Bethel MBC was organized in November, 
1930. Bro. G. E. Jones held a revival, led in the or- 
ganization, and served as pastor until 1936. 

In Nov. 1936 a committee was elected to 
select a building site and plan the building. The 
building was dedicated in Nov., 1937. The church 
met in that building until 1988. 

In Feb., 1984 the church voted to purchase 
3.8 acres of land for a new location. A parsonage 
was completed on the new property in Aug, 1985. 
The new church building was started in May, 
1987 and the first services were held at the pre- 
sent location on Jan., 24, 1988. 

Other pastors of the church have been Bro. 
W. A. West, Carl Williams, Ray Ward, Doyle In- 
gram, Gilbert Burch, Bob Taylor, C. M. Lewallen, 
Sam Moore, Maynard Beckler, C. M. Vanness, W. 


H. Lovelady, Loyd Goodman, and C. B. Teague. 
Bro. Verlon Wood has been pastor since June 19, 
1983. 


Russellville Missionary Baptist Church 
Russellville 

The Russellville MBC was organized on 
Dec. 7, 1941 at the corner of 3rd and Commerce. 
The presbytery was Elders James MackKrell, 
George Powell, W. A. Autry, and Harris Critten- 
den. 

As far as can be determined, the charter 
members came by statement from churches in 
the Morrilton area. The charter members were: 
Mrs. Ebb Minor, Mrs. Arlis Powell, L. L. Irvin, 
Mrs. Viola Sanders, Ella Lee Irvin, James Irvin, 
John Young Irvin, Mrs. L. L. Irvin and Thomas C. 
Daily. 

The church first purchased a house on the 
corner of 3rd and Commerce and used it until a 
new church was erected on the same property. 
The old house was eventually removed or torn 
down. The property was paid off in 1962, and 
then sold for $55,000 when the church relocated. 
A parsonage was purchased in April, 1963. 

On March 3, 1971 the church voted to re- 
locate and purchase land at the present location, 
Highway 64 West at Marina Road. The indebted- 
ness was paid in full in February, 1982. 

Pastors of the church have been: Brethren 
L. D. Capell, Travis Hubbard, J. L. Mitchell, Cecil 
Lewallen, R. H. Adams, Kenneth Gibson, Bill Ca- 
nard, and William C. Roach. 

Russellville MBC entertained the State 
Association in 1977 and again in 1983. The 
church left the Mt. Hope Assoc. to petition the 
First United Assoc. in 1992. 

The church has sponsored the following 
missions: 

On July 4, 1962, a motion was made to es- 
tablish a mission at the Bakers Creek School. 
Clifford Pack was elected as mission pastor. On 
Oct. 3, 1962 the church granted letters for nine 
members for organization of Shiloh Landmark 
MBC. 

E] Bethel Church in Kansas City, Charles 
Moore, Missionary, organized in December, 1978 

Calvary in Chambersburg, PA, was begun 
in January, 1979, and organized June 5, 1993. 
Missionaries Landoll Swinney, Chester Camp 
and Danny McClintock. 

The church building and parsonage are 
located at 210 East Dallas St., just off Hwy. 64 on 
the west side of Russellville, on about two acres of 


property. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Clinton 
The Clinton Landmark MBC was estab- 


lished Sep. 2, 1952, under the sponsorship of 
Harrison MBC. 
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State Missionary S. C. Walker served as 
Missionary-Pastor. Charter members were Willie 
Couch, Lillie Couch, O. G. Simpson, Lillian Simp- 
son, Anthalone Simpson, Jerald Williams and 
Mae Williams. 

The church met in the homes of members 
for two months. On Dec. 16, 1952 the church pur- 
chased property at Third and Popular Streete. 
The dwelling house was converted into an audi- 
torium and classrooms, which were dedicated on 
June 12, 1955. 

Other pastors of the church have been 
Cornelius Vuurens, Jerald Williams, Rayburn 
Scott, Homer Parker, Cloy Chapman, Earl Mc- 
Daniel, Hilary Cargile, I. C. Helms Aris Powell, 
G.G. Strickland, Jim Wilcox, Darrell Streeter, 
and Lionel Boyd.. Bro. Dean Houseley has been 
pastor since 1970. 


Colonial Missionary Baptist Church 
Conway 

Colonial MBC was organized May 18, 
1958, under the leadership of Bro. Sam Moore, 
Missionary for the First United Association. 
Bethel MBC, Morrilton was the sponsoring 
church. The church was first named Unity MBC, 
and later became known as North Conway MBC. 

Charter members were: Harris Case, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dewey Eakin, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Moore, 
Mr. and Mrs. Noel Underwood, Mr. and Mrs. S.C. 
Walker, and Billy Eakin. 

Bro. Sam Moore was called as pastor, with 
Bro. S.C. Waker as assistant pastor. 

Property was purchased on Highway 64 
west, and a temporary building was erected. In 
November, 1958 an 18 X 32 foot block building 
was completed. During the pastorate of Bro. 
Robert Williams, a 40 X 80 foot auditorium was 
completed by June, 1965. 

The church later sold the original prop- 
erty, and purchased property at Hillman and 
Davis Streets, in the Colonial Acres sub-division. 
The new building was dedicated on Nov. 10, 1968. 
The name was changed to Colonial MBC. 

Other pastors have included Pat Davis, 
Lance Spiller, Donald Hill, and Doyle Glass. 

The MBSF was organized Dec. 8, 1958, 
with the help of Bro. Jack Smith, from Central 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville. It first started meet- 
ing on the campus of State Teachers College 
(UCA), but was later moved to Colonial. An MBSF 
Center/Fellowship Hall is presently being built 
next to the church. It is expected to be completed 
in 1994. 


Temple Missionary Baptist Church 
Perryville 
Temple MBC was established June 5, 
1965, under the sponsorship of Portland MBC, 
Plumerville. Bro. David Huddleston was the first 
pastor. 


Church services were originally held in a 
two-story house next to the Farm Bureau Bldg. A 
groundbreaking service was held Feb. 19, 1967, 
on the property which had been purchased on 
Hwy. 60 East, across from the high school. A 
concrete block building was constructed. A mo- 
bile home for the first parsonage was purchased 
March 7, 1971. In 19__ a brick sanctuary was 
added to the existing structure. 

Other pastors of Temple have included 
Brethren Andrew Purvis, Glen Motley, Jewell 
Harrison, V. L. Crestman, Carl Hixon and John 
Ingle. 


Berea Missionary Baptist Church 


Morrilton 

Berea MBC was organized in August, 1977, 
from an arm extended by the Landmark MBC, 
Danville. 

The charter members were Woody and 
Mary Lee Watson, Robert and Bettie Baskins, 
Roger and Shirley Power, Ben and Jo Power, W. C. 
and Dorothy Crawford, Jim and Ann Gilbert, 
Robert, Charolette and Kevin Atkinson. 

Bro. Ben Power has pastored the church 
since its organization. 

The church purchased one acre of land at 
the edge of Morrilton. A 40 X 32 foot brick and 
block building was constructed, with an audito- 
rium, 3 Sunday School rooms, a baptistry, re- 
strooms and storage. 


1Tt should be noted that most of the churches were in 
Faulkner Co. and north during the early period. Also, 
crossing the Arkansas River posed a problem. 

2W. T. Box later became a leader in the Landmark 
movement, and served as moderator of the State 
Association in 1904-1905. 

3Apparently Antioch then petitioned the Saline 
Assoc. in 1880. Compare the messenger and clerk list 
with the 1880 Saline Assoc. entry. 


4During this time Eld. McKinney was editor of the 
Baptist Advance. He led the charge that Ben M. 
Bogard was guilty of drunkeness at Princeton, KY., as 
part of the effort to discredit the Landmark cause. 
Please see Foreman and Payne, II, pp. 341-366 for more 
information on McKinney and the charge against 
Bogard. 

5J. S. Rogers preached this same message in many 
local associations. However, to our knowledge, this 
was the only effort to link associational Baptists to 
the 75 Million Campaign, which was the predecessor 
to the present Cooperative Program. 

6In 1879 Eld. John Cheek attended the Saline Assoc. 
as a Corresponding Messenger from the United 
Association. The Saline Assoc. voted to return the cor- 
respondence. Eld. John Cheek was pastor of East 
Union Church, south of Little Rock, in 1861. 
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The Mt. Vernon Association was orga- 
nized Sep. 3, 1853 at the Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Church, near Forrest City. This Association grew 
in number until it was divided into four districts. 
The district that covered this area was organized 
into a separate association known as Grand 
Prairie Baptist Association. 


1875 Organizational Meeting 

The organizational meeting convened 
Nov. 28, 1875 at the Prairie Grove Baptist 
Church, about eight miles southwest of DeValls 
Bluff. This was near what is known as Tollville 
today. 

Ten churches went into the organization: 

Prairie Grove, St. Charles, DeWitt, Mill 
Bayou, Mt. Zion, Swan Lake, Rising Sun, New 
Hope, Bayou Meto, and Liberty. 

The minute reads, "The meeting was 
called to order by Eld. T. A. Haman, and on mo- 
tion Eld. J. T. Marshall was made Moderator and 
Eld. H. Halliburton, Clerk pro tem. 

"After reading a portion of Scripture and 
singing the 262 hymn of Southern Psalmist, and 
prayer by the brother Moderator, it was an- 
nounced that the Introductory Sermon was first 
in order, and on motion the delegates represent- 
ing Prairie Grove Church, with their pastor, were 
granted the privilege of selecting the one of their 
choice, to preach said sermon; whereupon Eld. F. 
M. Freeman was chosen; who preached a very 
forcible and interesting sermon, upon the subject 
of the church, from Hebrews 12:28. 

The following committee was appointed 
to draft the Constitution and Rules of Decorum: 
Elders H. Halliburton, P. A. Haman, F. M. Free- 
man, J. L. Wilson and deacon E. T. Mitchell. 

On motion the Articles of Faith as set 
forth in Hiscox Church Directory were adopted. 

The following churches with their respec- 
tive delegates were then enrolled as members of 
this Association. 

Bayou Meto, DeWitt; J. T. Marshall 

De Witt, DeWitt; H. Halliburton 

Liberty, DeValls Bluff; P. A. Haman, E. T. 
Mitchell, J. P. Windham 

Mill Bayou, DeWitt; J. T. Marshall 

Mount Zion, DeWitt; J. W. McCowen, John 
Simpson, A. J. Byers 

New Hope, DeWitt; F. M. Freeman 

Prairie Grove, Tollville; D. H. Lee, A. M. 
Wylie, J. W. Edmonson 

St. Charles, St. Charles;--H. Halliburton 

Rising Sun, Crocketts Bluff; J. A. Ragan, 
J. L. Wilson, A. H. Furgeson 

Swan Lake, unknown; L. F. Bunyard 


Officers elected at this session were Bro. 
A. H. Furgeson as Moderator, Eld. H. Haliburton, 
as Clerk, and Deacon E. T. Mitchell as Treasurer. 


On Sunday Eld. H. Halliburton preached 
at 11 AM from II Cor. 9:6, followed by Eld. E. M. 
Freeman, in a few appropriate and well-timed 
remarks in behalf of the missionary cause. Eld. 
J. L. Wilson preached at 2 PM from I Pet. 1:3-5. 

The following resolutions were passed ex- 
pressing some of the purposes and objectives of 
the new association: 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly 
recommends every church in its bounds, not hav- 
ing one, to organize a Sunday-school and report 
annually the number of teachers and pupils in at- 
tendance in their schools, that we may ascertain 
their numerical strength. 

Resolved, That this is a Missionary Body, 
and that we earnestly urge the importance of ev- 
ery church in our union seeing to the support of 
their pastors and to the raising of funds for Home 
Missions in our bounds. 

Resolved, That the following be inserted 
as an article in our constitution. The motto of 
this Association shall be, "The Truth in its purity 
preached in every section of our bounds." 

Resolved, That such members of this body 
as shall attend the Mount Vernon and Caroline 
Associations, and State Convention, the same is 
hereby declared to be our Corresponding 
Messengers. 

Rising Sun was selected as the meeting 
place for 1876. There is no record of what hap- 
pened to Prairie Grove Church, last represented 
in the Association in 1910. Some of the other 
original Churches are still in existence today, but 
none presently represent in the Grand Prairie 
Baptist Association. 

"After singing the 956 hymn, 'When I can 
read my title clear’, the Association adjourned to 
meet with Rising Sun Church, Arkansas County, 
Saturday before the 4th Sunday in October, 
LS7G6F 

A. H. Furgeson, Moderator, Crocketts 
Bluff; H. Halliburton, Clerk, DeWitt 

The minutes for the first annual session 
were printed with the Mt. Vernon Association 
Minutes for 1875. The minutes of the next eight 
years, 1876 through 1883, are missing. 

1884 

The 1884 meeting was held with Oak 
Grove Church, Lonoke Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. R. F. Routh from 
Luke 2:10. 

The churches present and their messen- 
gers: Bayou Meto, G. W. Bayles, and Eld. J. C. 
Furgeson, Hynum, pastor 

Bellview, represented by letter. Eld. J. S. 
Morris, missionary 

Center Point, M. Skelton, J. F. Isbel, P. 
Parris. Eld. R. F. Routh, Fairmount, pastor 

De Witt, Eld. D. S. Cannon, J. Matley, S. 
Coffey. Eld. J. S. Morris, St. Charles, pastor 
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Hazen, O.H.P McDerned, J. B. Sanders, 
Wm. Welsh. Eld. G. G. Thomas, Carlisle, pastor 

Liberty, E. T. Mitchell, J. B. Windham. 
Eld. P. A. Hammon, DeVall's Bluff, pastor 

Little LaGrue, S. K. Downs, A. J. Barker. 
Eld. R. F. Routh, Fairmount, pastor 

Oak Grove, G. W. Belcher, W. H. Bird, J. W. 
Edmondson. Eld. R. F. Routh, pastor 

Pleasant Ridge, J. B. Crumpton, R. A. 
Ricks 

Rising Sun, J. A. Ragan, W. B. Ragan. Eld. 
F. M. Freeman, Bayou Meto, pastor 

St. Charles, Eld. J. S. Morris, St. Charles, 
pastor, D. S. Bass 


Eld. J. S. Morris was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. P. A. Haman was elected as Clerk. 

Also preaching at this session were Elders 
D. S. Cannon from Matt. 28:28, J. S. Morris, the 
Mission Sermon from Psalm 119:130, J. C. 
Furgeson from Gal. 4:4-7. 

Eld. Morris, who was also a _ school 
teacher, had done mission work. He had supplied 
two churches and organized one Sunday School. 

The Clerk reported that Dr. W. A. Clark, 
Financial Secretary of the State Board and 
Evangelist, at 2 PM on Sunday gave "an interest- 
ing historical discourse, giving in synopsis a 
record of our folks from John, the first Baptist, 
Acts..16:5." 

Then he reported that Dr. Clark followed 
Eld. Furgeson on Sunday night: "God manifested 
Himself to us. Four came forward for prayer, two 
of whom professed to trust Jesus." 

The Publications Report recommended 
the Tennessee Baptist, published in Memphis, 
TN., Kind Words, published at Macon, GA, and 
Our Young People, published at Philadelphia, PA. 
We would also recommend to Sunday Schools the 
use of the Sunday School literature, published by 
the American Baptist Publication Society or 
Philadelphia." 

The report elicited discussion by P. A. 
Haman and W. A. Clark, both insisting that our 
Arkansas Evangel be recommended. The report 
was amended by recommending the Arkansas 
Evangel." 

The Abstract of Letters Committee gave 
the following report of the spiritual condition of 
the churches in 1884: 

Rising Sun; weak and doing but little good 

Belleview; just organized 

St. Charles; just organized, prayer meet- 
in 

i Oak Grove; good spiritual condition, 
prayer meeting 

Little LaGrue; good spiritual condition 

Liberty; had a good meeting. Sunday 
school part of the year. 

DeWitt; at peace. Sunday school 

Centre Point; at peace, good meeting, 
Sunday school part of the year 

Pleasant Ridge; just organized 


Bayou Meto; at peace 

Hazen; had a good meeting, church re- 
vived and sinners interested, Sunday school. 

Dr. W. A. Clark preached at 11 A.M. on 
Monday from James 5:20. The clerk reported, 
"The Lord was present. Many asked for prayer, 
and several professed to trust Jesus." 


1885 

The 1885 meeting was held with Center 
Point Baptist Church, Prairie Co. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. D. S. Cannon 
from Matt. 16:18. 

Eld. J. S. Morris was elected as Moderator 
and J. B. Sanders was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers were present 
from the Caroline and Mt. Zion Associations. 

Eld. O. M. Lucas, one of the editors of the 
Arkansas Evangel was recognized as a messen- 
ger. 

Another message was preached by Eld. J. 
Chaney from Matt. 28:19. 

On Sunday a Sunday School Mass Meet- 
ing was followed by the Missionary Sermon by 
Eld. P. A. Haman from Phil. 2:15. 

Others preaching included Elders E. P. 
Minton from Eph. 4:5, O. M. Lucas from Isa. 53:5, 
and J. S. Morris from Luke 7:40. 

Twelve churches with a total membership 
of 381 were represented in the 1885 session. It 
was a custom in those days for corresponding 
messengers from other Associations to be recog- 
nized. Also the messenger body of the Grand 
Prairie Association would elect corresponding 
messengers to represent them at other associa- 
tions. 

The Abstract of Letters Committee gave 
the following report of the spiritual condition of 
the churches in 1885: 

Belleview; moderately good condition 

Pleasant Ridge; Luke-warm condition 

Center Point; Luke-warm condition 

Rising Sun; Moderately good condition 

Oak Grove; thriving condition 

St. Charles; Good spiritual condition 

Little LaGrue; Without a pastor 

DeWitt; Not doing much 

Hazen; Good condition, Sunday School 

These nine churches had a total member- 
ship of 410. They had preaching one Sunday per 
month. Bro. D. S. Cannon was pastoring four of 
the nine churches. 

The Sunday School report stated, "There 
is a deplorable lack of interest in this matter 
among our churches. Some have no Sunday 
schools; some are satisfied with Union Sunday 
schools. 

"We therefore recommend that every 
church have her Sunday school, that she provide 
a place for all who are willing and capable of be- 
ing taught,... We further recommend that preach- 
ers exhort their churches to work in this or in 
other departments of Christian activity, and that 
they discourage Union Sunday schools and co- 


352 Pioneer Faith 


operation on the part of Baptists with any other 


than Baptist Sunday schools."! 


1886 

The 1886 meeting was held with Belle- 
view Church, located near White River, in the SE 
portion of Arkansas Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. P. A. Haman from 
Rom. 15:10. : 

J. B. Sanders was elected as Moderator 
and W. F. Keaton was elected as Clerk. 

Bro. Q. A. Mayers was received as a Corre- 
sponding Messenger from the Mt. Vernon Assoc. 

An offering was taken in behalf of Eld. J. 
S. Morris' widow and children. 

Eld. D. S. Cannon preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon. 

A plan of co-operation was presented to 
the Association, as proposed by Eld. Early, Sec- 
retary of the State Board. 

That plan included cooperation "with the 
State Board; that you endeavor to procure all the 
aid possible from said board. Further, that you 
turn over one-fifth of all mission funds that you 
may be able to raise, provided said board will 
agree to co-operate with you. Further, that all aid 
coming to you be required to come direct through 
the associational board. Further, that we put 
forth an effort to raise the sum of fifty cents per 
capita for missionary purposes." 

The Education Committee reported that 
Ouachita College "opened with flattering 
prospects" on Sep. 6, 1885. We recommend that 
our people patronize our college and thus make it 
a success." 

The Executive Board reported that at their 
regular meeting on the fifth Sunday in May "we 
commissioned Eld. D. S. Cannon to act as an in- 
dependent missionary in the bounds of his four 
churches, to have and hold all he might collect on 
the field.." It was reported that Eld. Cannon "has 
supplied four regular churches, and has preached 
to five destitute congregations monthly until the 
time for holding protracted meetings, after which 
time, having been disabled, have not been able to 
meet said points." 


1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Rising 
Sun Church, Arkansas Co. Eld. R. F. Routh 
preached the Introductory Sermon from John 
15:20. 

The Big LaGrue Church was received by pe- 
titionary letter. 

J. B. Sanders was elected as Moderator 
and W. F. Keaton was elected as Clerk. 

A corresponding messenger was received 
from the Mt. Vernon Assoc. Corresponding mes- 
sengers were appointed the Mt. Vernon and Caro- 
line Associations, and to the State Convention. 

Eld. P. A. Haman preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon from II Kings 7:9. A Sunday School 
Mass Meeting was held at 2 PM on Sunday. Oth- 
ers preaching were Elders D. S. Cannon from I 


Tim. 1:16 and J. H. Armstrong from Psa. 51:12- 
3. 

The Obituary Report noted the death of 
"our beloved brother, R. T. Sanders, who was a 
deacon in Hazen Church and Moderator of our 
Association the 2nd, 7th, 8th, and 9th sessions." 
(That would be 1876, 1881-1883) 

1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Ridge Church, Prairie Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. D. S. Cannon from 
Mal. 3:8. 

The Point Deluce Church was received by 
petitionary letter, messengers: J. H. Powell, S. G. 
Powell, and Sis. A. B. Powell. 

J. B. Sanders was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. D. S. Cannon was elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders B. F. 
House, R. F. Routh, the Missionary Sermon, from 
John 10:12, P. A. Hammon from Rom. 6:4, and B. 
F. Taylor. 

The Education report stated, "We further 
recommend that our Churches demand of their 
preachers that they give themselves more fully to 
the study of God's word that they may be educated 
in scriptural teaching and that the churches sus- 
tain them in their worthy work." 

The Sunday School report stated, "We find 
... that there are only six Sunday schools in the 
13 churches comprising this Association. We de- 
plore the lacking of interest in Sunday school 
work, realizing that great good is accomplished 
by an evergreen Sabbath school." 

The Executive Board met in Nov. of 1887 
and employed Eld. R. F. Routh as missionary at 
the rate of $500 per annum. He reported one 
church organized, two churches re-organized, 
four churches supplied, 93 received by baptism, 
22 received by letter and 13 by statement. 


Church Pastor 158) Mbrs 
Bayou Meto_R. F. Routh, Fairmont 28 
Belleview N. G. Williams, St. Cha's B-23 57 
Big LaGrue _—R. F. Routh, Fairmont B-48 65 
Center Point B.F. House, Hickory Plains 70 
DeWitt No information 4 
Hazen P. A. Haman 52 
Little LaGrue R. F. Routh, Fairmont LW 
New Hope N. Patton B21 62 
Oak Grove D. T. Cannon, DeWitt 85 
Pls'nt Ridge R. G. Thomas, Hamilton 23 
Point DeLuce R. F. Routh, Fairmont 22 
Rising Sun iN. G.. Williams, St. Charles 54 
St. Charles N. G. Williams 18 


From the abstract of letters: 

Rising Sun, reports peace, harmony, and 
good spiritual condition 

Center Point, spiritual condition greatly 
revived 

Little LaGrue, at peace and in good spiri- 
tual condition, asks to be continued as a mission 
point 
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Pleasant Ridge, peace and harmony, no 
house of worship 

St. Charles, at peace and petitions to be 
made a mission point 

Oak Grove, peace and harmony 

Bayou Meto, spiritual condition good 

Big LaGrue, at peace, the spiritual condi- 
tion and growth good 

New Hope, peace and harmony and greatly 
revived 

DeWitt, very low spiritual condition, 
without a pastor 

Point DeLuce, good spiritual condition 

Belleview, greatly revived and in good 
spiritual condition 


1889 

The 1889 session met with New Hope 
Church, 15 miles west of DeWitt. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. N. G. Williams 
from Rom. 1:16. 

J. B. Sanders, Hazen, was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. N. G. Williams, St. Charles, was 
elected as clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Stuttgart Church, represented by W. W. 
Moxley and Eld. L. F. Taylor; 

Grand Prairie, represented by J. J. An- 
derson and J. M. Cox 

Crooked Creek Church was received on 
the statement of Eld. L. F. Taylor, pastor and 
missionary, and messenger J. L. Woodiel. 

Others preaching included Elders L. F. 
Taylor, from II Cor. 6:1, B. F. House, the Mis- 
sionary Sermon, from I Cor. 16:22, and P. A. 
Haman. 

The Education report stated, "As a higher 
institute of learning we would recommend Oua- 
chita Baptist College to the favorable considera- 
tion of the churches of the Grand Prairie Baptist 
Association, as our own institution of learning; 
and we would especially recommend this college 
to young men preparing themselves for the min- 
istry." 

a The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended the Arkansas Baptist, published at Little 
Rock; the Baptist and Reflector, published at 
Nashville; Kind Words, published at Atlanta; also 
the publications of the American Baptist 
Publications Society, at Philadelphia. 

The Executive Board reported, "We em- 
ployed Eld. R. F. Routh as Missionary, he accept- 
ing the pledges of Bayou Meto, St. Charles and 
Point De Luce... 

"We also employed Eld. L. F. Taylor as 
missionary, giving him all the territory of this 
Association north of the Paramore railroad, 
with Stuttgart, as a field. 

Eld. Roth reported 50 baptized, 68 mem- 
bers received, 7 churches supplied, and one 
church organized. 

Eld. Taylor reported 12 baptized and one 
church organized. 


1890 

The 1890 meeting was held with the Hazen 
Church. Sixteen churches were listed. Twelve 
represented with a total membership of 648. 
Some churches listed their membership as males 
and females. The crowd was so large for the 
Missionary Sermon at 11 AM on Sunday that a 
preacher was selected to preach at the M. E. 
Church, which also had a good congregation. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. R. F. Routh from I Kings 18:21. 

J. B. Sanders was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. N. G. Williams was elected as clerk. 

Ordained Ministers and Post Offices: 
B.. F.. House, Hazen; 1:R.B. Davis; nazen Nw Gc. 
Williams, St. Charles; R. F. Routh, Fairmont; C. 
V. Coffey, De Witt; D. S. Cannon, De Witt; J.K.P. 
Henderson, Hazen 


Others preaching included Elders P. A. 
Haman, the Missionary Sermon, from Acts 1:8, 
J.K.P. Henderson from II Tim. 4:4, and R. F. 
Routh from Rom. 6:23. 

The Education report stated, "We cheer- 
fully recommend the Ouachita Baptist College as 
an institution of learning and refinement, sec- 
ond to none in the State, and in every way worthy 
of your patronage." 

The Committee on Sunday Schools stated, 
"We would recommend that all schools in this 
Association use Kind Words Helps, published un- 
der the auspices of the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Atlanta, GA. 

Eld. J. T. Burton, the missionary, reported 
he had been preaching at three mission points. 
One church had been constituted, seven received 
by letter and two by baptism. 


1891 

The 1891 meeting was held with Big La- 
Grue Church, Arkansas Co., 9 miles east of De 
Witt. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. B. F. House from I Tim. 3:15. 

Hon. J. B. Sanders was elected as Modera- 
tor and W. Theo Smith was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary Letters were received from St. 
Charles, Beaulah, Cross Roads and Fairmont 
churches. 

Others preaching included Elders R. L. 
Cole from Ex. 15:14, A. L. Johnson from John 
4:13-14. 

On Sunday at 11 AM, Eld. A. L. Johnson 
preached the Missionary Sermon from Heb. 11:6 
and I John 2:17. "The sermon was an earnest plea 
for Baptists to be Missionaries indeed." 

At 3 PM a Sunday School Mass Meeting 
was led by Bro. J. A. Gililland. The clerk wrote, 
"From the deep earnestness of the brotherhood, it 
is believed that many of the churches now with- 
out Sunday Schools will be able to report to our 
next Annual Meeting, evergreen [year round] 
schools." 
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1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with Cross 
Roads Church, Prairie Co. This church was lo- 
cated four miles south of Hickory Plains. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. R. F. 
Routh from Rom. 10. 

J. B. Sanders was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. N. G. Williams was elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders M. C. 
Irwin from John 3:16, R. F. Routh, the Mission- 
ary Sermon from I Kings 18:21, G. G. Thomas 
from John 5:24, and M. A. Leak, from the Ten- 
nessee River Assoc., AL, from II Kings 5. 


At 3 PM the Sunday School Mass Meeting 
considered the question, "How can we have per- 
manent Sunday schools in every church?" 

The Committee on Sunday Schools re- 
ported on the responsibilities and duties of the 
Superintendent: "...the whole influence of such a 
school...depends upon the Superintendent. He is 
the head, and should be 'many gifted.’ His posi- 
tion is co-equal in responsibility and gravity 
with the minister. We are not sure that his influ- 
ence is not even greater." 


Table of Statistics 


Bap. Mbrs. 

Church Pastor Clerk PAO! 1892 1892 
Bellvue N. G. Williams L. W. Padgett, Ethel ] 
Beulah N. G. Williams P. G. Hoffman, Gillett -12 
Big LaGrue R. F. Routh R. H. Parker, St. Charles 2) 3-87 
Centre Point B. F. House J. W. McMulin, Hazen 5 8-104 
Cross Roads W. D. Hargroves J. T. Hammon, Hickory Plains 1 18-47 
DeWitt R. F. Routh H. Coffey, DeWitt -19° 25-57 
Fairmont B. F. House W. B. Harville, Fairmont 5-24 15-39 
Grand Prairie R.F. Routh J. J. Alderson, Almyra 
Hazen W. D. Hargraves R. L. Davis, Hazen 7-67 
New Hope R. F. Routh Elmer Moon, Hagler Zz. 11-94 
Oak Grove B. F. House W. L. Cole, Hamilton -46 
Pleasant Ridge J.K.P. Henderson’ G. W. Jenkins, Barretsville 2-44 
Point DeLuce N. G. Williams Abott Powell, DeLuce 2-56 
Rising Sun B. F. House W. F. Keaton, Violet I- 
St. Charles R. L. Cole A. C. Bass, St. Charles 1-25 
Salem B. F. House J. T. Robinson, Cascoe 5-33 
Stuttgart R. L. Cole H. S. Dudley, Stuttgart 8 1-50 

1893 Bro. J. W. Conger on education and the work that 


The 1893 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. N. G. Williams. 

Eld. D. S. Cannon was elected as Modera- 
tor and Eld. N. G. Williams was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Hurricane Church, represented by Bro. 
Catlett, and W. B. Cloud; and Cash Prairie 
Church, represented by Jackson Barker, S. K. 
Downs, and Sis. Downs 


Others preaching at this meeting included 
Elders D. S. Cannon from Titus 3:16, B. F. House, 
W. A. Clark, R. F. Routh, D. S. Cannon, and R. C. 
Medaris. 

The Sunday School mass-meeting was 
addressed by Prof. J. W. Conger, president of 
Ouachita College. Then Eld. W. A. Clark "ad- 
dressed the meeting in his usual calm, soul-stir- 
ring way. We then had a stirring address from 
Eld. R. C. Medaris." 

In the Evening Service, Eld. R. C. Medaris 
addressed the body in the interest of Sunday 
schools and their work. Eld. W. A. Clark then ad- 
dressed the Association in the interest of the 
Arkansas Baptist, followed by an address from 


Ouachita College was doing. 

The report of the Executive Board recom- 
mended "that this body while now in session, 
elect its own missionary, we believe that it would 
give more general satisfaction, and that the Mis- 
sionary co-operate with the Sunday School 
Board of the Baptist State Convention." Eld. R. F. 
Routh was elected as Missionary. 

A four-page Sunday School report was 
given. 

It was resolved that the BYPU (Baptist 
Young Peoples Union) and Ladies Aid Society be 
discouraged from acting independently of the 
Churches. After heated discussion, the resolution 
was adopted. 

The following numbers indicate the bap- 
tisms and membership reported: 

New Hope 11, 94; Stuttgart 1, 50; Big La- 
Grue 3, 87; Center Point 8, 104; DeWitt 25, 57: 
Cross Roads 18, 47 Oak Grove 10, 43; Fairmont 
15, 39; Crooked Creeks testis 

1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Point 
DeLuce Church, Arkansas Co, 9 miles south of 
DeWitt. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. B. F. House. 
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Petitionary letters were received from the 
churches at Garion School House, New Zion, and 
Macedonia. 

J. J. Anderson was elected as Moderator 
and W. Theo Smith was elected as Clerk. 

Bro. Hewitt, representative of the State 
Sunday School Board, presented the claims of the 
Arkansas Baptist and talked of Sunday School 
matters. 

On Sunday morning, due to the smallness 
of the meeting house, the congregation repaired 
to the grove for preaching. The 11 AM Missionary 
Sermon was preached by Eld. R. F. Routh from 
John 15:14. Eld. Rowland preached at 7:30 PM. 
Eld. John T. Proctor also preached at this ses- 
sion. 

The Publications Committee recom- 
mended "The Arkansas Baptist, published at Lit- 
tle Rock, and Sunday School literature published 
at Nashville, TN, by the Southern Baptist 
Publication Society." 


1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Center 
Point Church, Prairie Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. N. G. Williams from 
Eph. 2:13. 

A. H. Soekland (DeWitt) was elected as 
Moderator and W. Theo Smith (Stuttgart) was 
elected as Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Hurricane Church. 

Dr. W. A. Clark was present as represen- 
tative of the Arkansas Baptist. He preached from 
Eph. 4:15. 

Others preaching included Eld. J. M. 
Street (from Virginia) from Matt. 9:38, G. W. 
Thomason (visitor from Arkadelphia in interest 
of Ouachita College) from Heb. 10:23. 

The 11 AM Mission Sermon on Sunday 
was preached by Eld B. F. House (Hazen) from 
John 14:23. 

The Executive Board made its report 
which was rejected. 

Eld. D. S. Cannon was elected as Mis- 
sionary. 

1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Rising 
Sun Church, Arkansas Co. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. D. S. Cannon from 
Mark 15:16. 

The Moderator delivered his annual ad- 
dress. It was rejected and ordered not to be 
printed. 

Although the motion passed that the Mod- 
erator's Address not be printed, it was printed. 
The following is one paragraph, and possibly ex- 
plains why the address was rejected: 

"And unless we, as Baptist churches and 
members, do much more than we have done, we 
may as well wipe out the word "Missionary" and 
substitute the word "Hard Shell." Our name would 
then be consistent with our practice." 


Eld. A. H. Soekland was elected as Mod- 
erator and W. Theo Smith was elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders B. F. House from If Tim. 4:2, H. Y. Morris 
from John 12:32, and H. H. Street from Acts 
L3al 7s 

Delegates were elected to the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. 

Owing to inclement weather the Mission- 
ary Sermon was not preached on Sunday morn- 
ing. The proceedings were changed to that of a 
historical nature. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "We found very few Sunday Schools in our 
Association wholly conducted by our denomina- 
tion. 

"We recommend that each church support 
a School, using our Southern Baptist literature. 
We, as a denomination cannot afford to engage in 
so-called Union Sunday Schools, using "Union" 
Literature, as the meaning of God's word is often 
perverted and may be the means of doing much 
harm. Therefore, we earnestly request the co-op- 
eration of each Baptist in this Association in 


standing firm to the teaching of the scripture..."2 

A request was made that the messenger 
body ordain deacons for two Churches. The mod- 
erator ruled that the Association had no right to 
do the work. 


1897 

The twenty-third annual session was held 
with Salem Church near Casscoe. Twenty-three 
Churches were listed and nineteen were repre- 
sented by messengers. Of the twenty-three 
Churches listed, six are still in the Association: 
Pleasant Ridge, New Bethel, Center Point, Big 
LaGrue, and Salem, later changed to New Salem. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. H. Y. Morris from Luke 10:22. 

Bro. R. H. Parker was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. E. A. Allen was elected as Clerk. 

Eld. R. F. Routh preached a "Temperance 
Sermon” from I Pet. 2:5-7, and Eld. B. F. Coburn 
preached the Missionary Sermon from Matt. 
28:19. 

Others preaching included Elders A. L. 
Tanner from Heb. 13:6 "Christ Courage," and B. F. 
House from John 16:19. 


The Whitsitt Controversy 

RESOLVED, "Whereas, Dr. Whitsitt has 
given utterance to words which nullify and make 
void existence of the Baptist church which is so 
amply reported by history, also baptism by im- 
mersion, which is supported by so many pe- 
dobaptists, therefore, 

"Be it resolved, That we withdraw all sup- 
port for the Southern Baptist Seminary until we 
see an article of faith drawn up and signed by the 
faculty,... 
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"Resolved, That we withdraw all support 
from the Southern Baptist Seminary until a pres- 
ident and such teachers are installed therein as 
will disseminate the truths that are so necessary 
to the well being and advancement of our 
church: 

1898 

The Twenty-fourth session was held with 
Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church in 1898, with sev- 
enteen churches represented: 

Pleasant Ridge, Hazen, Stuttgart, Point 
DeLuce, New Hope, DeWitt, New Zion, New Bethel, 
Fairmount, Crossroads, Center Point, Hurricane, 
Rising Sun, Big LaGrue, Cash Prairie, Salem, and 
Bellview. The total membership of the seventeen 
churches was 825. 

Eight ordained ministers were listed in 
the Minute: Elders D. S. Cannon, H. M. Crain, N. 
G. Williams, C. I. Walker, R. F. Routh, H. Y. Mor- 
ris, B. F. House and L. H. Fowler. 

Bro. R. H. Parker, a deacon from DeWitt 
was Moderator, and Eld. N. G. Williams, DeLuce, 
was Clerk. Two of these churches had preaching 
two Sundays per month and the others only one 
Sunday per month. Therefore, a pastor could 
pastor two or even four churches. Seven churches 
had organized Sunday Schools. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by B. F. House from Job 1:8. 

A Petitionary Letter was received from 
Fairmount Church. 

Others preaching included Elders W. A. 
Roberson from John 10:28-29, H. M. Crain, De- 
Witt, the Mission Sermon from Rom. 10:14-15, C. 
G. Howard, a visitor from the Caroline Asso- 
ciation, representing the Arkansas Baptist, from 
John 1:4, N. G. Williams, and Giles C. Taylor, rep- 
resenting Central Female College. 

A motion was made and sustained that a 
Historical Committee be appointed to write up 
the history of the Grand Prairie Association.... 

The State Mission Committee reported: 
"The State mission work is that branch of mis- 
sions which is fostered within the bounds of our 
own State Convention and by that convention. 

"Give the State Board double the means 
next year that it has had and it will occupy double 
the number of unoccupied fields and supplement 
the salaries of pastors of twice as many weak 


churches as it has during the past year."3 


1899 

The meeting was hosted by Hazen Baptist 
Church. Eld. B. F. Cannon preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon. 

R. M. Parker was elected as Moderator and 
N. G. Williams was elected as Clerk. 

Also preaching was Dr. Frank White, 
from Lonoke in the Caroline Assoc., and J. G. 
Doyle from Matt. 3. 

On Sunday, the report on Sunday Schools 
was read and amended by urging the churches to 
use the literature of the Sunday School board of 


the Southern Baptist convention and the Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication society. 

Eld. E. P. Minton preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon. At 3 PM a Sunday School Mass 
Meeting was led by Eld. J. G. Doyle, secretary of 
the State Sunday School board, on the topic, 
"Should every church have a Sunday School?" 

The clerk wrote, "Eld. J. G. Doyle then de- 
livered one of the best sermons ever preached be- 


fore this body."4 

The State Mission report repeated the 
statement from the previous year concerning 
doubling the funds. The report concluded, "We 
most heartily commend this work to the 
churches” 

1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with DeWitt 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. E. W. Gardner, agent for the Orphans' 
Home. 

Deacon R. H. Parker was elected as Mod- 
erator. He served again in 1909. Eld. N. G. 
Williams was elected as Clerk. 

Twenty-two churches reported a total 
membership of 953. Bro. D. S. Cannon, associa- 
tional missionary, reported organizing a church 
at Humphrey with eleven members. 

A Petitionary Letter was received from 
Hebron Church. 

Dr. A. J. Barton, State Secretary of Mis- 
sions, was present and preached on "Sanctifica- 
tion," from Phil. 3:13-14. After the report on 
State Missions was read and adopted, Bro. Barton 
then presented State Missions in a lengthy 
speech, giving in detail the work as conducted by 
the State Board. He preached again from John 
3:16. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. R. P. Lucado, a visitor, from Eph. 4:1. He 
preached again on Sunday night from Rom. 14:7. 

The following resolution was passed, 
"That we as an Association endorse the work of 
the State Mission Board, and that we assure Dr. 
A. J. Barton our hearty support or co-operation." 
(This would seem to be in response to opposition 
being expressed against the corresponding secre- 
tary, which led to the split in Nov., 1901) 

Eld. D. S. Cannon, the local missionary, 
reported that he visited and preached to all pas- 
torless churches. He held a meeting at Crooked 
Creek, with 13 additions by baptism and restora- 
tion. He held a four day's meeting at Humphrey 
and organized a church of 11 members, and bap- 
tized five. 

1901 

The 1901 meeting was held at Center 
Point Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. H. Y. Morris from Rom. 11:13, "I 
Magnify My Office." 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Harmony and New Home churches. 
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Bro. R. H. Parker was re-elected as Mod- 
erator. The clerk, Bro. N. G. Williams had been 
"called away" by death. Bro. R. L. Davis was 
elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders G. W. 
Thomason and R. P. Bain, from I Cor. 15:35, both 
visitors from the Caroline Association, and S. P. 
Davis from Psalm 126:5-6. 

The report on State Missions indicated a 
complete reversal from the previous year. The re- 
port stated, "We recommend the suspension of the 
Corresponding Secretary, and that we employ a 
general missionary, whose duties shall be: 

1. To do the corresponding for the Board 

2. To look after the financial interests of 
the Board 

3. To do all the mission work possible in 
places of real destitution, at a salary not to exceed 
$1200 a year. 

The report on Education stated, "To those 
who desire to be better, wiser, happier and more 
useful on earth, we cheerfully recommend Oua- 
chita Baptist College, Central and Mountain 
Home Colleges as institutions of learning and re- 
finement, and in every way worthy of our pa- 
tronage.” 


1902 

The 1902 meeting was held at Oak Grove, 
ten miles west of Fairmount. Eld. R. M. Best 
brought the Introductory Message from John 
2ic16. 

Bro. R. H. Parker was still Moderator and 
R. L. Davis was Clerk. The Saturday morning 
message was preached by Eld. H. H. Street from 
John 16:7. He was representing the State Sunday 
School and Colportage work. 

The DeValls Bluff Church presented a pe- 
titionary letter. The church was represented by J. 
B. Chaplain, Julian Harris, and Ida E. Robertson. 

Eld. R. C. Medaris preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon from Rom. 1:16. 

By this time ten of the twenty-four 
churches had organized Sunday Schools. 

The question concerning the Associa- 
tions' position on affiliation was settled rather 
dramatically: A motion was carried, "That this 
Association do not elect messengers to the State 
Convention." However, it should be noted that 
Moderator, R. M. Parker, was elected as messen- 
ger to the Southern Baptist Convention. 

There was no report on State Missions. 
Despite the decision that was made, the clerk 
concluded, "There being no further business, the 
parting hand was given; and one of the most 
pleasant sessions of this body closed, where 
brotherly love and harmony prevailed during all 
our deliberations." 

1903 

The 1903 meeting was held with New Hope 
Church, 20 miles south from Stuttgart. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Eld. R. E. Sutton, who was manager of Col- 
portage Wagon # 1, for the Sunday School Board. 


Bro. R. H. Parker was elected as Moderator 
and Bro. R. L. Davis was elected as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders R. M. 
Best on "Honoring God," R. M. Richardson from 
James 4:4, M. B. Hurt on "Our Relationship to the 
Church," and R. F. Routh, the Missionary Sermon 
from John 15:14. 


1904 

The 1904 meeting was held with New 
Bethel Church, 8 miles NW of Hazen and 6 miles 
NE from Carlisle. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. R. M. Richardson from Matt. 
16:18. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Roe Church, represented by John Davis; 
Humphrey Church, represented by Bro. Styers 
and wife; New Salem Church, represented by Sis- 
ters Appleby and Maggie Butterworth; and Mill 
Bayou Church, represented by Bro. Wulff, and 
Bro. & Sis. John Rhodes 

Eld. R. H. Parker was elected as Moderator 
and R. L. Davis was elected as Clerk. 

Old Bethel Church, represented by Joe 
Willis, was received by petitionary letter. 

Visitors included Eld. Loftin Quinn, from 
Pine Bluff Assoc.; J. W. Conger, representing 
Ouachita College, and Eld. J. A. Scarboro, from 
KY 

Others preaching included Elders Loftin 
Quinn from Luke 2:15, M. B. Hurt, the Missionary 
Sermon, from Matt. 19:22, B. E. Allen, and J. A. 
Scarboro from II Cor. 6:19-21. 

1905 

The 1905 Meeting was held with Prairie 
Chapel Church, Prairie Co. Eld. R. M. Richardson 
preached the Introductory Sermon on the subject, 
"The Word of our God shall stand Forever." 

Churches present were Almyra, Big La- 
Grue, Center Point, Cross Roads, DeVall's Bluff, 
DeWitt, Harmony, Hazen, Mill Bayou, New Home, 
New Hope, Oak Grove, Pleasant Ridge, Point 
DeLuce, Prairie Chapel, Rising Sun, Stuttgart. 
Hebron was represented by letter. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Crooked Creek, represented by W. B. 
Harvell, James Nitson, and Sis. R. E. Bond; 
Prairie Grove, represented by A. J. Hammett; New 
Salem, represented by Emmet Stone, Sis. 
Appleby, and Georgia Luckett; St. Charles, repre- 
sented by D. S. Bass and A. B. Cullipher 

Eld. R. F. Routh was elected as Moderator 
and H. B. Dudley was elected as Clerk. 

The Missionary Report was given by Eld. 
Judson B. Routh. He reported one church orga- 
nized, and three waiting to be organized, three 
Sunday Schools organized, and 82 baptized. 

Others preaching included Elders M. F. 
Gathright from John 12:32, C. I. Walker from 
John 2:5, R. F. Routh, the Missionary Sermon, 
from Matt. 28:19-20, W. M. Barker, and R. F. 
Routh on "Why I Am a Baptist." 


1906 
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The 1906 meeting was held with DeWitt 
Church, Arkansas Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. M. F. Gathright from John 
4:34. 

Eld. Ow TS Finthserepresenting. the (Or- 
phans' Home, preached from Psalm 108:1. 

Eld. R. F. Routh, from Hazen was elected 
as Moderator, and H. B. Dudley, from DeWitt was 
elected as Clerk. : 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Cormick (Corinth) Church, represented by 
Pink Alcorn and Sis. Alcorn; New Zion Church, 
represented by Pat Donavan, J. H. Roach, and D. 
S. Harper; and Gum Woods Church. 

Others preaching included Elders R. F. 
Routh from Matt. 23:24, B. E. Allen, a special 
message for the young people, and M. F. Gath- 
right. 

- On Sunday AM Eld. A. H. Soekland spoke 
on the Sunday School, followed by Eld. R. F. 
Routh, who preached what he called his "Hard 
Shell Sermon" from John 5, "no man come to Me 
except the Father draw him." 

The Associational Missionary, Eld. J. B. 
Routh, reported 145 conversions witnessed, 103 
received by experience and baptism, 170 added to 
churches, and four churches organized. 

The Sunday School Committee reported, 
"We are glad to note from the reports sent in by 
the churches of the Grand Prairie Baptist Asso- 
ciation, that our Sunday School work is in 
healthy condition,...and there are more Sunday 
Schools in existence among us and attended by 
our people than ever before in the history of this 
Association." 


1907 

The 1907 meeting was held with Rising 
Sun Church, north of DeWitt. The Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J. G. Harris, Brink- 
ley, from Isa. 55:10-11. 

Churches represented by messengers and 
membership: 

Almyra 57, Big LaGrue 82, Center Point 
109, Crooked Creek 38, DeValls Bluff 83, DeWitt 
107, Hazen 128, Harmony 37, Hebron 40, Mill 
Bayou 24, New Hope 70, New Salem 23, New Zion 
45, Oak Grove 56, Pleasant Ridge, Point DeLuce 
93> PrairiesChapel77,“Prairie- Grove 9 sRising 
Sun 69, Roe 13, Stuttgart 109 

The Pleasant Ridge Church was granted a 
letter of dismission to join the Caroline Assoc. 

The Forks of LaGrue Church, represented 
by F. Ray, was received by petitionary letter. This 
church, organized by Eld. J. B. Routh, mission- 
ary, reported 43 received by baptism, 17 by letter, 
and one loss by death, for a membership of 59. 

Eld. J. B. Routh, the missionary, reported 
5 Sunday Schools organized, one church orga- 
nized, 133 received by experience and baptism, 
179 conversions, and 200 added to churches. 

J. G. Harris was seated as a corresponding 
messenger from the Mt. Vernon Assoc. 


Others preaching included Elders J. H. 
Coleman, Hazen, from Col. 3:1-3, C. F. Kean, De- 
Valls Bluff, the Missionary Sermon from I Cor. 
15:44, and C. C. Kerr, Carlisle, from John 4:29. 


1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart. The Introductory 
Message was preached by Eld. W. E. Turner. The 
clerk characterized this as a "strong doctrinal 
sermon" on "The Church, the Bride of Christ and 
Her Wilderness Experience." 

The Minutes were dedicated to Bro. Robert 
Franklin Routh, who had died at Hazen, Dec. 17, 
1907. Eld. Routh was moderator at the time of his 
death. His picture was also included. 

Eld. Routh was born in Whitfield Co., GA 
on Sep. 18, 1846. He had preached the Gospel for 
more than 30 years, most of that time in the 
Grand Prairie Association. 

On Saturday at 11 AM a memorial service 
was held for Eld. Routh, and also for R. M. 
Richardson. 

Visitors included W. T. Jackson from the 
Spring River Assoc., S. L. Holloway from 
Arkadelphia, representing Sunday Schools and 
State Missions and V. G. Hinton, representing 
the Baptist Advance. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Gum Wood Church, represented by A. B. 
Abrams; Ulm Church, represented by F. E. Lin- 
staedt 

Some question was expressed about re- 
ceiving the Ulm Church because of the report that 
some members did not agree with Article 2 of the 
Constitution. However, the committee appointed 
to investigate the petition reported the church 
had been constituted by ministers and deacons in 
full fellowship with the Assoc., and the church 
had adopted the Articles of Faith as found in the 
Minutes. 

H. J. Kelley was elected as Moderator and 
H. B. Dudley was elected as Clerk. 

Eld. J. B. Routh, previously the Associa- 
tional Missionary, had contracted with another 
Association (Mt. Vernon). 

Others preaching included Elders C. R. 
Powell, of the Arkansas Baptist, from Heb. 2:3, 
and J. H. Coleman, Hazen, the Missionary Ser- 
mon, from Isaiah 6. 

A report on State Missions had not been 
included for several years. About this time the ef- 
fect of the vote of the Association in 1903 was 
wearing off. From about this time until 1922 the 
Association first assumed a rather neutral stance 
toward the State Convention, and in 1909 actu- 
ally resumed sending delegates. By the 1923 meet- 
ing all affiliation with the State Convention had 
ceased, and several churches that had favored the 
convention causes were dropped from the list of 
fellowshiping churches. 

The report on State Missions read, "We re- 
joice that our Heavenly Father has so richly 
blessed us in the work of State Missions... Last 
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Year the Lord gave the Missionaries of our con- 
vention the joy of leading 5009 souls to trust the 
Savior and be saved. These baptized 3330. [There 
were 99 missionaries referred to as workers]. We 
have not at hand any of the statistics of the work 
done by the State General Association." 


1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Hazen. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. B. E. Antrobus, pastor at 
Clarendon, from Luke 24:49. 

R. H. Parker was elected as Moderator and 
H. B. Dudley was elected as Clerk. 

Corresponding messengers: 

Caroline Assoc.--R. P. Bain and E.J.S. 
McKinney; Mt. Vernon Assoc.--J. B. Routh, W. E. 
Turner, B. E. Antrobus 

Others preaching included Elders N. M. 
Antrobus, Manchester, IL, from Luke 4, and R. P. 
Bain 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Sweet Home Church, represented by R. Jackson 
and L. H. Dodson. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have within our ranks two Orphans' Homes, one 
at Texarkana, which is doing a great work and 
needs our support; there are 22 children in this 
Home. 

"Another is at Monticello, we have 110 
children here. A year ago we had 65 children... 
The last year we had 32 conversions in the Mon- 
ticello Home, 27 baptisms.” 

A collection of $12.05 was taken up for the 
Texarkana Home. Pledges of $19 were received 
for the Monticello Home and $16 for the 
Texarkana Home. 

Eld. H. Y. Morris, Missionary, reported 
organizing 7 Sunday Schools, with 81 additions 
to the seven churches in this Association under 
his preaching, with 47 baptisms. 

The Report on Publications recommended 
the Baptist Advance and the Arkansas Baptist. 
They also stated, "We recommend the use of the 
Southern Baptist series of literature in all our 
Sunday Schools." 

The report on State Missions was pro- 
State Convention, without a mention of the Gen- 
eral Association: 

"Our State Mission Board is now employ- 
ing 72 men. About 50 churches are being helped to 
sustain their pastors on the field and seven gen- 
eral Evangelists are helping as the churches or 
field may require. Last year the State Missions 
force reported more than five thousand profes- 
sions or conversions and baptized 3411 per- 
sons,..." 

Eld. A. H. Soekland was elected as a mem- 
ber of the State Board from the Grand Prairie 
Assoc. 

A motion passed to send Bro. W. H. Hall- 
burton, H. J. Kelley and Moderator R. H. Parker, 
as messengers to the State Convention. 


The Sunday AM Missionary Message was 
preached by Eld. H. Y. Morris, "How Can We Build 
up the Churches of Grand Prairie Assoc." Others 
preaching included Elders W.L.A. Stranburg, "The 
Unparalleled Opportunity of Missionary 
Baptists," J. D. Fry and W. E. Turner. 


1910 

The 1910 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Ridge Church, Prairie Co. Eld. H. Y. Morris 
preached the Introductory Message from Heb. 2:3. 

H. B. Dudley from DeWitt was elected as 
Moderator and L. E. Buchanan from Des Arc was 
elected as Clerk. 

Visitors’ included aimia Kem, <Carolme 
Asso.; L. S. Ballard, Argenta; W. E. Sherrill, State 
Evangelist. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. L. H. Dodson from Heb. 10:9. Others preach- 
ing included Elders T. V. Shoemaker, DeWitt, 
from Luke 2:7, H. Y. Morris, L. H. Dodson, MS, 
from Heb. 10:9, A: -T#Céleman, Stuugary JG 
Harris, L. S. Ballard from Phil. 4:9, and M. Culp 
from Heb. 11:1. 

The Orphans' Home report failed to men- 
tion either home. 

The Publications report recommended the 
Arkansas Baptist and the Baptist Advance. The 
report also stated, "As we live in the south, we 
recommend the use of the Southern Baptist 
Convention series of literature in our Sunday 
Schools." 

Thirty-four churches were listed, with a 
membership of 1753. 

1911 

The 1911 meeting was held with the Big 
LaGrue Baptist Church, Arkansas Co. The Intro- 
ductory Sermon was preached by Eld. W. E. Sher- 
rill, State Evangelist, from Psalm 1. 

H. B. Dudley was elected as Moderator and 
J. B. Wafford was elected as Clerk. 

A report on Sunday Schools was given at 9 
AM on Sunday, followed by the Missionary 
Sermon by Eld. W. J. Johnson from Luke 16:1-16. 

Both the State Missions and Orphans' 
Home reports were neutral. However, the report 
of the Executive Board stated, "After a full and 
free discussion by a goodly number of the 
brethren, a motion was then made and carried, 
that we ask the Baptist State Convention for $500 
and the churches of this Association for a like 
amount." 

A member was selected for the State Ex- 
ecutive Board, and also a messenger to the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

1912 

The 1912 meeting was held with DeVall's 
Bluff Baptist Church, Prairie Co. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. Joe Johnson 
from Rom. 5:5. Eld. John T. Christian preached a 
missionary sermon. 

R. H. Parker was elected as Moderator and 
George Craig was elected as Clerk. 
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The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have two Orphans' Homes--one at Monticello, the 
other at Texarkana. The Monticello home has 
152 children... The Texarkana home ... is caring 
for 36 homeless children. 

"Both of these homes are in sore need of 
money to meet past-due debts and pay current ex- 
penses." 

A collection of $8.86 was taken and di- 
vided between the homes based on the number of 
children. 

Other messages were preached by Elders 
W. F. Davis from I Cor. 6:20, M. Culp, and J. S. 
Rogers. 

J. S. Rogers also discussed the report on 
Education, which concluded, "All money for 
Christian Education, inquiries about the work, 
or requests for literature should be sent to J. S. 
Rogers, Arkadelphia." 

The State Mission report was neutral. 

1913 

The 1913 meeting was held with Center 
Point Baptist Church, Prairie Co. Eld. H. M. Long, 
pastor of DeWitt Baptist Church, delivered the in- 
troductory message. W. J. Johnson served as 
Moderator and George Craig served as Clerk. 

The Missionary Sermon was preached by 
Eld. L. H. Dobson from Matt. 28:19. 

John T. Christian spoke to the Associa- 
tion "in the interest of The Baptist and an inspir- 
ing talk was made by Bro. Christian." 

The State Mission report was neutral. 


1914 

The 1914 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church in DeWitt. Dr. R. M. Inlow brought 
the Introductory Message. 

H. B. Dudley served as Moderator and C. A. 
Greenleaf served as Clerk. 

Eld. B. F. House preached Saturday Morn- 
ing on "...The Church of God" and W. H. Gregory 
preached the Missionary Sermon, on "The Law of 
Missions" on Sunday Morning. 

Others preaching included Elders H. W. 
Jean "God's Call to Man" and O. A. Greenleaf "Why 
I Believe the Bible." 

Lone Hickory and Abbington churches 
came by petitionary letter. The following 
churches were dropped from the list: Ulm, Forks 
of LaGrue, St. Charles and New Home, which left 
29 churches in the Association. 

Offerings were received for the Orphans' 
Homes. Texarkana received $8.99 and Monticello 
received $6.50. 

Both the State Missions and Orphans' 
Home reports were neutral. 

Eld. H. W. Jean, Associational Mission- 
ary, reported 24 conversions, two Sunday 
Schools and one church organized. 


1915 
The 1915 meeting was held with First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart. The Introductory 


Sermon was preached by Eld. O. A. Greenleaf, 
"Seeking the Old Paths." 

Eld. J. S. Rogers also spoke on "A New 
Testament Program for Arkansas Baptists." 

Magby and Union Chapel churches were 
received by petitionary letters. 

The Sunday, 11 AM message was preached 
by Bro. B. F. House from I. Cor. 16:22. 

The Orphans' Home report mentioned 
both homes, but was neutral. 

The State Mission report mentioned both 
state mission programs, but was neutral. 


1916 

The 1916 session was held with New Hope 
Baptist Church in Hagler. Eld. W. J. Johnson de- 
livered the Introductory Message from I John 1:3. 

H. B. Dudley served as Moderator and W. 
G. Mathis served as Clerk. 

The Minute for 1916 included pictures of 
H. B. Dudley and R. H. Parker, who were in failing 
health, after serving the Association and 
churches for many years. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

David's Chapel, represented by M. M. 
Martin and Gillett Church, represented by Bro. & 
Sis. Thomas, and Sis. Howlet 

Others preaching included Elders J. T. 
Fowlkes from John 5:39, W. T. King of Little Rock 
on "Church Building," W. G. Mathis, the Mission 
Sermon from Pro. 11:24-25, J. E. Bogard from 
Rev. 22:9) and B:-E. Allen, Nepenset; 1b? irom 
Esther 2:13-14. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "In our 
State we have two Orphans' Homes, one at Mon- 
ticello, and one at Texarkana. The Monticello 
Home has about 130 children. 

"The Texarkana Home was burned down 
not long ago, and they are in need there for means 
to go upon." 

The State Mission report gave results of 
mission work done by the Baptist State Conven- 
tion, which reported 2,511 conversions, 1802 
baptisms, by a total mission force of 56 workers. 
The report concluded, "To put our State Mission 
work out of debt, the Baptists of the State need to 
raise between this [date] and Dec. 6, approxi- 
mately $27,997.12." 

Eld. F. M. Carter, the Associational Mis- 
sionary, reported 12 revival meetings, 83 profes- 
sions, and 40 baptized. One church was organized 
and two churches were re-organized. 

1917 

The 1917 meeting was held with DeVall's 
Bluff Baptist Church. Eld. L. H. Dodson delivered 
the Introductory Message from Psalm 23. 

W. H. Gregory served as Moderator and W. 
G. Mathis served as Clerk. 

Eld. J. L. Brown, who was listed as a visi- 
tor from Walnut Grove, was appointed to the 
Committee on Publications. He also preached at 
this session from I Cor. 13:13. 
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Other visitors included E.J.A. McKinney, 
editor of the Baptist Advance, and Dr. J. W. Con- 
ger, president of Central Baptist College, Conway. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

St. Charles, represented by Beatrice Crab- 
tree; Rochell Chapel, represented by James 
Lumpkins; and New Bethany. 

The Christian Education report stated, 
"Arkansas Baptists have two great Christian 
Colleges--Ouachita, for boys and girls at 
Arkadelphia, C. E. Dicken, President; Central, 
for girls at Conway, J. W. Conger, President. Last 
year Ouachita had 287 students, and Central had 
205. "...last year there were forty young preachers 
at Ouachita College.,... 

The report was spoken to by Dr. J. W. 
Conger and E.J.A. McKinney. 

Eld. W. J. Johnson preached the Mission- 
ary Sermon on Sunday Morning from Dan. 12:3. 
Others preaching included Bro. E.J.A. McKinney, 
and R. P. Bain from Matt. 18:3. 

The Orphans' Home report was neutral. 

The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported, "By State Missions we mean the mission 
work carried on by our two Baptist State bodies, 
the State Convention, and the State Association. 
It is the purpose of these two bodies of Baptists to 
supply all the destitute parts of our State with 
Baptist preaching." 

Twenty-eight churches were represented 
at this meeting. 


Bro. R. H. Parker 

This Minute featured an obituary for Bro. 
R. H. Parker, who was Moderator for 12 or more 
years. He donated the ground on which the Big 
LaGrue Church was located. He served Arkansas 
County, both as Judge and Representative. 

Bro. Parker was born in Talbert Co, GA, 
April 13, 1839. He moved to AR while a young 
man and settled in Arkansas Co. 

"He was a beloved citizen in his county, 
both in moral, political, social and religious life. 

"He belonged to the Big LaGrue Church, 
which has lost a consecrated working member; 
the county ... has lost an honorable, noble citi- 
zen; the community in which he lived has lost a 
man much beloved...." 

1918 

The 1918 meeting was held with Cross 
Roads Baptist Church. Eld. T. J. Fowler, pastor of 
DeVall's Bluff Church, brought the Introductory 
Message. 

W. H. Gregory served as Moderator and C. 
C. Lumpkin served as Clerk. 

World War I had just closed. In addition, 
the State had just experienced a state-wide quar- 
antine for a measles epidemic. Eld. H. Y. Morris 
was local missionary. His report indicated a good 
year even with these hindrances. Only seventeen 
churches were represented. 

Eld. J. S. Compere preached from Rom. 
9:1-2. Eld. Compere was a strong advocate of the 


Convention program. This may be seen in the re- 
port on State Missions, which he read: 

"This work is carried on by the churches 
of the State through the Executive Board of the 
Baptist State Convention. The report of this 
Board to the Convention last year showed great 
results: 91 workers; 4,384 conversions; 2,243 
baptisms, 29 churches and 111 Sunday Schools 
and B.Y.P.U's organized. 

"This year the work has been greatly en- 
larged, the number of workers being 189. We have 
had four men working full time at Camp Pike be- 
sides some special workers." 

The General Association was not men- 
tioned, and the Publications Report failed to 
mention the Baptist and Commoner. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "Espe- 
cially should the Baptists of Arkansas help in 
this great work being done by those who have 
charge of our Orphans' Homes, both at Monticello 
and Texarkana." 

1919 

The 1919 meeting was held with Stuttgart 
Baptist Church. The Introductory Message was 
preached by Eld. B. F. House on the subject "The 
Church." 

C. W. Fox served as Moderator and C. P. 
McGraw as Clerk. 

Twenty churches were represented, and 
three churches presented petitionary letters: 

Pine Oak, represented by Arthur and 
Winnie Danner; Morris Chapel, represented by W. 
W. and Hattie Livesay, James Parris; and Cedar 
Grove, represented by W. A. Vick 

W. F. Dorris, Supt. of the Orphans' Home 
at Monticello had previously "made a few re- 
marks concerning the home. He later read the re- 
port, which stated, "We have two homes in the 
state. One Home at Monticello, and one at 
Texarkana. The Monticello Home has now 55 
children. The Home at Texarkana has between 30 
and 40 children. 

The Texarkana home had "purchased a 
tract of 160 acres of land and are trying to raise 
money to pay for it." 

The records reveal the 75 Million Cam- 
paign was being strongly emphasized. "It was 
moved by H. W. Jean that L. E. Barton occupy the 
11 o'clock hour in the interest of the "Baptist 75 
Million Dollar Campaign. The clerk later re- 
ported, "Dr. L. E. Barton then took the stand and 
made a great and telling speech on the 'Great 75 
Million Dollar Campaign.’ The speech was 
heartily received by the audience." 

Also, during this session, L. E. Barton 
spoke on "Distinctive Baptist Principles and 
their worth to the world." 

Missionary H. Y. Morris reported he had 
baptized 25, three Sunday Schools and one 
church had been organized [Morris Chapel]. 

Also preaching at this session was Eld. E. 
G. Stout from Philemon 11. 
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The State Mission report stated, "We thor- 
oughly believe in State Missions as conducted by 
our two State bodies, the State Convention and 
the State Association, in supplying preaching to 
the destitute parts of our State... 

"We endorse the 75 Million Dollar Cam- 
paign. 

"We recommend the co-operation of every 
church with one or the other of the above men- 
tioned bodies, in carrying out the work of State 
Missions." 

The motion to adopt was discussed by W. 
J. Johnson, G. W. Gardner, W. M. Freeman and L. 
H. Dodson. 


Organization of Convention Association 

A motion passed requesting all churches 
in Arkansas Co. to elect messengers to meet in 
DeWitt in November of that year to organize the 
Arkansas Co. Association, which was a Conven- 
tion Association. 

The Associational history committee 
later summarized, "In the minutes prior to 1919 
the mission reports reflect that the churches were 
recommended to support the various phases of 
missions through both the State Association and 
the State Convention. Also supporting Interstate 
and Foreign Missions through the Southern 
Baptist Convention as well as the General 
Association. Evidentially the difference between 
these two groups became greater as the years went 
by, and in 1919 there was quite a discussion con- 
cerning the 75 Million Campaign of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

"The minutes reveal that there had been 
creeping into the association some board Baptist 
practices for several years. At this time they went 
out from us, and are never represented in the 
Associational work again." 

The report continued, "In the mission re- 
ports after that date there is no more mention of 
supporting the Convention. Also prior to this 
time our Churches were supporting two Orphans' 
Homes, one at Texarkana and one at Monticello. 
Since then our support has gone to the Texarkana 
Home." 


1920 

The 1920 session was held with Center 
Point Church. The Introductory Message was 
preached by Eld. J. W. Fowlkes from Psalm 19:7. 
Eld. W. A. Rochelle preached the Missionary 
Sermon on Sunday Morning. 

L. H. Dodson served as Moderator and 
Arthur Mask as Clerk. 

Two churches presented petitionary let- 
ters: Oak Grove No. 2 and Judson Memorial. 


Churches represented by messenger and 
pastors: Center Point, J. W. Johnson, pastor; 
Cross Roads, W. A. Rochelle, pastor; David's 
Chapel; DeValls Bluff, J. T. Fowlkes, pastor; 
Hazen, R. E. Bain, pastor; Hebron, J. D. Burrows, 


pastor; Morris Chapel, W. A. Rochelle, pastor; 
New Bethel; New Salem; Oak Grove No. 1, Hamil- 
ton Township, W. J. Johnson, pastor; Oak Grove 
No. 2, Oak Grove Township, C. C. Kerr, pastor; 
Pleasant Ridge, W. J. Johnson; Rochell Chapel, W. 
A. Rochelle, pastor 

Others preaching included Dr. L. E. Barton 
from John 3:16; E.J.A. McKinney, from the State 
Board, preached from Matt. 27:42; C. C. Kerr from 
I Sam. 17:27; and Bro. Baine from Isaiah, "The 
Later Day Glory of the Church." 

The Education Committee reported: "Our 
Christian Colleges are located at Arkadelphia, 
Ouachita for boys, and Central, at Conway, for 

irlsz:: 
5 "Our General Association College is at 
Sheridan. 

The Publications Committee stated, "...we 
recommend that the Baptist Commoner and the 
Baptist Advance be read. We also urge that "Home 
and Foreign Fields" be read. 

The Orphans' Home report mentioned 
both homes. 

1921 

The 1921 session was held with Oak Grove 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Bro. Eddlemen, a corresponding messenger 
from the Caroline Assoc. from I Cor. 3:11. 

L. H. Dodson served as Moderator and 
Arthur Mask served as Clerk. Twelve churches 
were represented by messengers. 

Bro. W. A. Rochelle preached what was 
termed "an interesting message" on "Mathemat- 
ics as Applied to Religion." 

Others preaching included Brethren C. C. 
Kerr from Pro. 4:18, J. E. Bogard, a Correspond- 
ing Messenger from the Lonoke Association, 
from John 8:32-36, Nevins, and the Missionary 
Sermon by Moderator L. H. Dodson, "Will a Man 
Rob God." 

Bro. C. C. Kerr was elected as Missionary. 
The Education, Publications and Orphans' Home 
reports were all neutral. Both Associations were 
mentioned. 

1922 

The 1922 meeting of the Grand Prairie 
Association was held with Rochell's Chapel 
Church. The opening message was preached by 
Eld-'C. C. Kerr: 

W. J. Johnson served as Moderator and 
Walter Craig served as Clerk. 

Hurricane Church was received by peti- 
tionary letter. 

The following churches were dropped 
from the membership list: David's Chapel, De- 
Vall's Bluff, Hazen, Macedonia, and New Salem. 
Some had gone to the convention and others for 
non-representation. 

The Publications report stated, "We would 
also earnestly urge that our people read the Bap- 
tist and Commoner, our state paper. We also urge 
that we use our own Sunday School literature 
published at Texarkana. 
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In the 1923 meeting the New Salem and 
Cedar Grove Churches were dropped. According to 
the Statistical Table, the following churches re- 
mained in the Association: 

Church, members, Pastor and P.O., Clerk 
and P.O. 

Center Point, 197, Pastor H. Y. Morris, 
Beebe, Clerk Charles Greenwalt, Hazen 

Corinth, 80, Pastor L. H. Dodson, DeValls 
Bluff, Clerk Blanche Bryant, Humphrey 

Cross Roads, 88, Pastor W. A. Rochelle, 
Clerk Owen Waters, Wattensaw 

Hebron, 85, Pastor 
son, DeLuce 

Hurricane, 31, Pastor C. C. Kerr, Carlisle, 
Clerk W. E. Gray, Roe 

New Bethel, 61, Pastor C. C. Kerr, Carlisle, 
Clerk S. B. Hill, Carlisle 

Oak Grove, 95, Pastor W. J. Johnson, 
Hazen, Clerk P. M. Gayden 

Pleasant Ridge, 125, Pastor W. J. Johnson, 
Hazen, Clerk 

Point DeLuce, 25, Pastor 
Adams 

Rochelle Chapel, 124, Pastor W. A. 
Rochelle, DeValls Bluff, Clerk Mrs. B. M. House, 
DeValls Bluff 

Judson Memorial, Morris Chapel, Roe 
and Sweet Home 


, Clerk A. J. Simp- 


, Clerki He E: 


History of Individual Churches: 


Pleasant Ridge, in organization 


Center Point Missionary Baptist Church 
Hazen 

Center Point MBC, five miles NW of 
Hazen, was established in 1874. Bro. Sylvanus 
Minton, a retired Baptist minister whose family 
had migrated from Cherokee Co., AL was instru- 
mental in establishment of the church. 

Bro. Minton made arrangements with 
Bro. William Patterson, another Baptist minister 
who had moved into the community, to meet in 
an old log cabin in 1874. They were assisted by 
Dr. Gilbert, a Baptist minister who was also a 
practicing physician. 

The church was organized with five char- 
ter members: Bro. and Sis. Minton, and their 
daughter, Sis. Nancy Sewell, Sis. Charlotte Dicus 
from Scottsboro, AL, and Sis. Isbell from TN. Dr. 
Gilbert was called as pastor. During the first ser- 
vice they held to receive members, Sis. Martha 
Camp and Bro. George T. Petty were added to the 
church. 

The name Center Point was suggested by 
Bro. Minton, which was the name of his home 
church in AL. 

Before his death on Nov. 9, 1880, Bro. 
Minton was described as "elated" that many from 
other states had joined by letter, and the church 
had built a comfortable building by 1878. 


It is not known what happened to the first 
two buildings. The third building was destroyed 
by a tornado in March, 1952. Sunday School 
rooms were added in 1958, and a baptistery, 
nursery and rest-rooms were added in 1971. A 
dual purpose fellowship hall and Sunday School 
addition was built in 1978. 

In addition to Dr. Gilbert, others serving 
as pastor have included Elders R. N. Routh, B. F. 
House, John McKinney, Henry Morris, Joe 
Johnson, Chester Kerr, Cleo Rowe, John Ingle, 
Adolphus Rochelle, Clovis Edge, Olin Perry, Fred 
G. Stevenson, Buddy Lee Taylor and James F. 
Holmes. 


New Salem Missionary Baptist Church 
Casscoe 

The New Salem MBC was organized in 
1875 as Salem Baptist Church. The site was on an 
old stage coach road at Marsh Slash in Arkansas 
Co., on two acres of land given by Bill Luckett. 

In 1901 the church was moved into a 
school house, where the church now stands, and 
was reorganized as New Salem MBC. When school 
was discontinued, Wade Stephens sold the lot and 
building to the church for one dollar. 

In 1946 the congregation built what is 
now part of the church. Sunday School rooms 
were added in 1957. In the next five years the 
church added a new auditorium, additional Sun- 
day School rooms and a library. 

On June 10, 1970 the church voted to pur- 
chase the parsonage, and one acre of land. In 
1988 a fellowship hall was built. 

Names of early pastors are not available. 
Beginning in 1906 pastors were Elders B. E. 
Allen, ‘R: J. “Ruth; LC, Hoe Dodson, Davenpom: 
Rouchell, S. L. Cook Monroe Davis, Marvin Dod- 
son, Olen Perry, C. R. Patterson, Amos Boothe, 
and L. B. Wilson. 


Belleview Missionary Baptist Church 
Ethel 

Belleview MBC was organized on August 
2, 1884. Belleview's charter members came from 
Mount Pleasant BC which was first organized on 
Oct. 1, 1876. The charter members of Mount 
Pleasant BC came from Big Creek Baptist Church. 
Both of these churches were in the Ethel/DeWitt 
area. 

A meeting was held at the Belleview 
Schoolhouse for the purpose of organizing a 
church. After preaching by Eld. J. S. Morris, the 
church was formed with the following charter 
members: Brothers Wiley Padgett, G. B. McSwain, 
J. E. Rosson, P. K. McSwain, and J. S. Morris. 

The Belleview Schoolhouse was used for 
church services until August, 1957, when a new 
building was begun, and was completed by the 
winter of 1958. The land for the building was do- 
nated by Mrs. Belle Horton. 


364 Pioneer Faith 


Belleview's congregation has met at this 
same location since 1885. The building has re- 
ceived several remodelings over the years. A fel- 
lowship hall was built in 1974 and a parsonage 
was acquired in 1980. 


Big Lagrue, 1887 
New Bethel, before 1893 
Hebron, 1912 


Corinth Missionary Baptist Church 

The Corinth MBC was organized March 
19, 1916, at Alcorn School House, 8 miles SE of 
Humphrey. There were four charter members, 
with eleven received into the church the same 
day it was organized. 

The Minute for the Association indicates 
there had been a Corinth Church from 1906 until 
LILO: 

The Church continued to meet in the 
School House until a building was constructed in 
1930. Sunday School rooms were added in 1950 
and a parsonage was built in 1971. In 1989-1990 a 
fellowship hall and kitchen were built. 

Pastors of the church: Elders C. R. Stone, 
L. H. Dodson, John J. Johnson, J. E. Rattiff, A. 
Calvert, M. D. Camp, Monroe Davis, W. T. Fielder, 
R. E. Parris, Howard Upson, Joe Brown, Roy 
Matlock, Leo Vaughn, Pete Bowen, Earl Saunders, 
Travis White, J. L. Tullos, Tom Jones, John C. 
Henderson and Matt Hill. . 


Judson Memorial Missionary 
Baptist Church, Des Arc 


The Judson Memorial MBC’ was orga- 
nized in 1917. The First Baptist Church, Des Arc, 
granted "a letter of dismission as an arm of the 
church" on April 8, 1917 for the following charter 
members: 

E. W. Bacon and wife, Pearl Franks, John 
Starks, Mrs. Willie Stratton, T. V. Hamilton and 
wife, Mrs. Akins, Mrs. A. D. Holloway, Stewart 
McAllister, Mrs. Belle Porter, Mrs. Mattie Sey- 
more, Maggie Stratton, Minnie Young, Mrs. 
Taddy Brock, Hattie Brown, Opal Hambrick, 
Ethel Hart, Mrs. Jessie Franks, Cora Parsley, W. 
Brock, Mrs. Jessie Turnage, Jeanette Aiken, 
Laura Heavener, Ruth Heavener, J. H. Edwards, 
America Hart, Mrs. Turner Vandiver, Mrs. Amos 
Hart, Mr. James McAllister and wife, Mrs. W. T. 
Hambrick, Mrs. T. E. Summers, and Mrs. J. L. 
Stratton. 

Bro. C. C. Pearson was the first pastor. 
Bro. Pearson was listed as moderator of the group 
when they petitioned the Des Are Church for 
permission to organize. 

The church petitioned the Association in 
1920, with Bro. B. F. House, Hazen, as pastor. 

Other pastors included Otha J. Owens, 
John W. Ingle, W. A. Rochelle, Johnny Paul 
Johnson, Clifton Webb, J. G. Almond, Corbett 
Mask, M. D. Camp, Robert Smith, Joe Shultz, 


Hardy West, Curtis Brown, W. P. Flowers, Robert 
L. Watson, Robert L. Watson, Vernon Bass, Billy 
Lindsey, Bill Curtis, Glen Tullos, Dwaine Horton, 
Neil Clark, Eddie Addison, James Lawrence, Kym 
Greenwalt, and the present pastor, Gary Arkels. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Bacon gave one acre as 
a building site. After the original building was 
completed, it appears the church met irregularly 
during the 1920's. In the early 1930's missionar- 
ies, Bro. W. A. Rochelle and others, of the Grand 
Prairie Association came to revive the work. 

The original building was torn down and 
rebuilt in 1956, adding three classrooms. An ad- 
ditional classroom wing was added in 1972. The 
church is located on Hwy. 11 N, six miles from 
Des-Arc; 


Morris Chapel, 1919 
Sand Hill, 1925 
Calvary, Hazen, 1935 


Lakeside Missionary Baptist Church 
Des Arc 

Lakeside MBC was organized Aug. 17, 
1947, following a revival meeting conducted by 
Bro. Corbett Mask, who was also the first pastor. 
The name "Lakeside" was selected because the 
church building was located near Lakeside 
Cemetery. 

The charter members were Bro. and Sis. 
Archie Felts, Sis. Eunice Felts, Bro. Herbert Felts, 
Bro. and Sis. L. C. Felts, Sis. Odie Felts, Bro. and 
Sis. Tom Felts, Bro. and Sis. Abbie Jenkins, Bro. 
Julius King, Sis. June Kirk, Bro. and Sis. Corbett 
Mask, Sis. Louise McDonald, Bro. and Sis. Dee 
Williams. 

The first church building was a wood 
frame building located behind the block building 
at 19th and Main Streets in Des Arc. The block 
building and a parsonage were built later. 

On Jan. 4, 1982, Lakeside voted to build a 
new church building on the west side of Des Arc 
on Highway 38. The 2.7 acres of land was donated 
by Bro. John and Sis. Christine Reidhar. The 
first services were held in the new building in 
April of 1984. 

Lakeside has sponsored Bro. Jack Spencer 
in the mission work in Wilmington, DE. Lakeside 
purchased a new building and parsonage in 
Elkton, MD for the mission. 

Other pastors have been Brethren L. C. 
Felts, A. D. Story, C. M. Cooper, L. B. Wilson, Gene 
Settlemoir, J. R. Cecil, Jerry Miller, Archie 
Weems, Leo Vaughn, Buddy Morris, Riley Seevers, 
Maxie Haynes, Billy Pearson, Kim Hammer, and 
Guy Gibson. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
DeWitt 
Landmark MBC was established Oct. 12, 
1947, under the leadership of Eld. L. R. Goodson, 
State Missionary and Eld. W. J. Phillips, Associ- 
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ation Missionary. Eld. L. R. Goodson was the first 
pastor. 

Charter members: Bro. and Sis. R. M. 
Dickinson, Sis. Mary Anna Dickinson, Sis. 
Bobbie Dickinson, and Bro. Bill Wheeler from 
Sunnyside BC; Sis. Rosie Adams, Sis. Rosie Isom, 
Sis. Pearl Watson, Bro. and Sis. Leonard 
Branstetter, Bro. Meredith Neal, Sis. Andy Thig- 
pen, Sis. O. C. Wallace, and Sis. Ruby Watson 
from Point Deluce BC, and Bro. Barney Eason 
from Forks of LaGrue BC. 

Property was bought in 1949, and the 
church held its first service in the new building 
on Oct. 16, 1949. Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1951 and in 1958. In 1976-1977 the audi- 
torium was remodeled and a church library was 
established. A fellowship hall was built in 1987 
and additional property was purchased in July, 
1991. 

Other pastors include Elders Corbett 
Mask, John Engle, Doyle Ingrahm, Alvin May- 
all, Ralph Hunnicutt, Jr., Johnny Sloate, Wesley 
McNeil, Marion Grubbs, Lloyd Roper, E. D. "Pete" 
Bowen, Joe Goodwin, Dennis Moon, W. K. Roach, 
J. W. Helm, Roger Stewart, and Charles Flowers. 

On June 19, 1953, Landmark MBC helped 
organize the Macedonia MBC in Humnoke, with 
M. D. Camp as pastor. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Stuttgart 

Calvary MBC was organized May 20, 1951, 
under the leadership of Bro. C. R. Patterson, asso- 
ciational missionary. Thirteen members went 
into the organization. 

Lots were purchased at 8th and Wood 
streets, and the old Sunshine Methodist Church 
building was moved to the location. The first ser- 
vices were held in the building on Jan. 27, 1952. 

A new building was erected behind the 
original building. The first services were held in 
the new building on March 9, 1975. 

Pastors of Calvary have been Brethren 
Robert Smith, C. L. Baggett, Howard Upson, Orlan 
Passman, Wayne Camp, Joe Brown, Lloyd Roper, 
Jerry Miller, Luther Lott, George Stricklen, 
Russell Kelly, Jim Lawrence, George Boyd, 
Thomas Krank, Bruce Jones, and Sam Morgan. 


Bethlehem, DeValls Bluff, 1953 
Macedonia, Humnoke, 1953 
Clarendon MBC, 1954 


Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 
Humphrey 

Antioch MBC was established July 6, 
1955, under the leadership of Bro. Sidney Cook, 
State Missionary. 

Charter members were M. D. Camp, Min- 
nie Camp, Marie Wilson, Mattie Davis and W. H. 
Roberts. 


The first building was completed by Oct. 8, 
1955. Plans were approved for a new building on 
Feb. 28, 1971 which was completed by March of 
1972. The old auditorium was converted to 
Sunday School rooms. 

Bro. Sidney Cook was the first pastor. 
Other pastors have included Elders M. D. Camp, 
Simpson, Ralph Cunningham, Pete Bowen, Wal- 
drop, Lee Storms, Moody, J. T. Medford, Charles 
Peters, Charley Perry, U. Livesay, Billy Wilker- 
son, Sam Morgan, Johnny Partridge, and Larry 
Forte. 


Unity, DeWitt, 1959 


Park Avenue Missionary Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart 

Park Avenue MBC was organized Aug. 26, 
1962, under the sponsership of Calvary MBC of 
Stuttgart. 

There were sixty charter members. Bro. 
Wayne Camp was the first pastor. 

Property was purchased and work begun 
on a building at the church's present location, 
1901 So. Park Ave. The first service was held on 
Apr. 17, 1963 and the building was dedicated on 
April 28. Later a church parsonage, Sunday 
School rooms and fellowship hall were built. 

Other pastors have included Earl Mooney, 
Ray Curtis, Leo Vaughn, Howard Wells, C. D. (Pete) 
Horne, Larry Forte and Jewel Duncan. 


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
Stuttgart 

New Hope MBC was organized on June 26, 
1977. The mission was begun on June 8, 1976, as 
an arm from Faith Baptist Church in Des Arc. 

Charter members were L. D. Cudd, Johnita 
Cudd, Sonja Cudd, Felicia Cudd, Leo Vaughn, 
Margaret Vaughn, Bobby Boston, Norman 
Weatherly, Geneva Weatherly, Roger Frost, 
Regina Frost, Clifton Edge, Jessie Edge, Carolyn 
Boston, Piper Weatherly, Don Trullinger, Joan 
McCune, Zar Weatherly, Nora Weatherly, Ivan 
Hartley, Wanda Hartley, Clarence Nelms, Edna 
Nelms, Nickey Boston, Rickey Boston, Vicky 
Boston, Wanda Sue Nelms, Gary Nelms, Diane 
Nelms, Diane Davis, Clarence Hansel, Geneva 
Louise Hansel, Steve Hansel, Alfred Bayless, 
Maxine Bayless, Janice Stud, Mike Hobbman, 
Joe Greco, Larry Herrington, and Donna Her- 
rington. 

A building committee was elected in Au- 
gust of 1976 and the first services were held in the 
new building on Feb. 16, 1977. 

The church was organized on June 26, 
1977, with Bro. Leo Vaughn as the first pastor. 
Other pastors have been Jerry Pirkle, Sam Mor- 
gan, Ralph Perry, Tom Jones, L. D. Faulkner, 
Warner Looney, Pete Bowen, Joe Brown, Billy 
Booth and Tom Crossland. 
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Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Stuttgart 
The Landmark MBC was organized April 
16, 1978. Calvary MBC, Hazen was the sponsor- 
ing church. There were sixty charter members. 
Landmark Church assumed the debt of 
Central MBC, which included the church build- 
ing. : 
s The first pastor was Eld. Earl Saunders, 
who pastored until Nov. 2, 1988. He was followed 


lt was the rather common practice of Union Sunday 
Schools that prompted Dr's J. R. Graves and J. M. 
Pendleton to speak out and begin emphasizing the 
Baptist Landmarks, calling for churches to have no 
association with or pulpit affiliation with those who 
practiced pedo-baptism. 


It should be noted that this practice, widely fol- 
lowed in the last century, precipitated the setting 
forth of the Baptist Landmarks by Drs. J. R. Graves 
and J. M. Pendleton. They cited the problems of any 
recognition of pedo-baptists, and insisted that true 
Baptists observe the Landmarks, and thereby sepa- 
rate from churches and pastors who did not follow the 
Scriptures. 


3In addition to the issue of a high-paid state secre- 
tary of missions, paying the salaries of pastors of or- 
ganized churches was also an issue that led up to the 
controversy and division in 1901. 


4 After the division in 1901, Elder Doyle became iden- 
tified with the Landmark churches. 


by Eld. Warney Looney who pastored until June 
24, 1992, and then by Bro. Randy Lott. 

Landmark extended an arm to Calvary 
Baptist Mission in Tuckerman, which organized 
as Calvary MBC on March 31, 1989. 


Southwestern Baptist Association 


The Southwestern Baptist Association 
was organized in October, 1881 at Brownstown 
Baptist Church. 

The following churches were dismissed 
from the Red River Baptist Association to form 
the new Association: 


Antioch Mount Carmel 
Bethesda Nashville 
Brownstown New Prospect 
County Line Oak Hill 
Fellowship Pleasant Hill 
Hopewell Pleasant Valley 
Liberty Grove Sardis 
Lockesburg Union 

Mineral Springs Zion 


The records of two of the older churches 
are interesting. The County Line Church was re- 
ceived into the Red River Association in 1854. In 
November, 1854, the church resolved that the 
clerk write a history of the church and forward it 
to Rev. P. S. G. Watson, Helena. Eld. Watson had 
proposed writing a history of Arkansas Baptists. 

In 1855 the church received members 
from Laurens District and Popular Spring 
Church, both in NC. Early pre-associational ac- 
tivity in 1855 shows the church appointed 
Brethren McElroy, Cochran, and Wright to corre- 
spond with Union Church "on the propriety of 
employing a minister to supply destitute 
churches." They also appointed correspondents 
with Ozan and Pleasant Grove. 

In 1856 letters were directed to Union, 
Ozan, and Pleasant Grove churches "to be with us 
at our communion.” 

In Sep., 1881, a letter was read asking for 
dismission from the Red River Association for 
the purpose of organizing a "new association." 

Also, the records of Zion Church show 
that church also entered a petitionary letter in 
1881, and asked that the "new association" meet 
with them in 1882. 


Bro. O. H. Griffith wrote: "Minutes of the 
Hopewell church for September, 1881, include a 
request for their delegates to the Association to 
request dismissal from the Red River Association 
to join the new association. By this, it seems 
quite definite that Hopewell Church, Ashdown, is 
a charter member of the Southwestern Baptist 
Association. While the evidence is not quite as 
conclusive as that of Hopewell, there seems little 
reason to question that Old Union and Pleasant 
Hill #1 are also charter members of the Associa- 
tion. Thus, of the eighteen churches dismissed 
from the Red River Association and other 
churches that may have been charter members of 
the Southwestern Baptist Association, only the 
three above names _ still fellowship in the 
Association...some of them later helped to form 


other associations because it was more conve- 
nient to them...there is no reason to question 
that many of them continued to fellowship with 
the churches of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
In addition, it is known that several of the 
churches left the Southwestern Baptist Associ- 
ation with the North American Baptist Associ- 
ation schism in 1951."1 

Bro. Griffith continued, "The break with 
the Convention began to be evidenced in the early 
1900's. In 1907, the mission work of both the 
Southern Baptist Convention and the General 
Association was recommended. In 1912, the 
Association passed a resolution to change the 
word "delegate" to "messenger" wherever it ap- 
peared in the Constitution. The Southwestern 
Association formally broke with the Convention 
in a strongly worded resolution passed in 1914."2 


1883 

The 1883 minute was printed in the 
March 17 and 24, 1884, editions of the Arkansas 
Evangel. The place of the meeting was not given. 
However, preaching services were held in the host 
church, Zion Church, and Robbins School House. 

The Annual Sermon was preached by Eld. 
W. H. Gathright from Rom. 8:9. 

Eld. J. H. Denson was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. W. Williams was elected as Clerk. 

A vote of thanks was tendered the late 
clerk, Bro. W. P. McElroy, for the able manner in 
which he served. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Red River, Union, and Ouachita Associ- 
ations. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Palestine Church, Little River Co.; Bethel Church, 
Little River Co.; Friendship Church 

The Committee on Preaching made the 
following appointments: Elders Copeland, 
Thomas Dulaney, J. H. Denson, Byars, Green 
(Ouachita Assoc.), J. W. Williams, Clinghan, and 
EA Dalate. 

The 1884 meeting was scheduled for Min- 
eral Springs Church. 

Missionary C. C. Cochran reported that 
after working seven and one-half months, "the 
funds being exhausted, the board ceased to em- 
ploy me." He reported he had labored over a 
month as a volunteer. Sermons preached in des- 
titution 101, with four baptisms. 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"the Evangel as our medium of communication. 
Also the Tennessee Baptist, the American Battle 
Flag, Ford's Christian Repository, all as being 
eminently sound, and well worthy the patronage 
of intelligent Baptists." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Red River, Ouachita, Caddo, Union, 
and Liberty Associations. 
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Ordained ministers and addresses: 
W. H. Gathright, Nashville, Howard Co. 

A. M. Simms, Mineral Springs, Howard Co. 

H. G. York, Nashville, Howard Co. 

J. Lumpkins, Center Point, Howard Co. 

D. Tate, Center Point, Howard Co. 

H. Westbrooks, Center Point, Howard Co. 

. R. Sayles, New Hope, Howard Co. 

B. Hester, Center Point, Howard Co. 

J. W. Williams, Center Point, Howard Co. 

Thomas Dulaney, Ben Lomond, Sevier Co. 

W. L. White, Ben Lomond, Sevier Co. 

M. M. Cochran, Brownstown, Sevier Co. 

G. A. Moffitt, Lockesburg, Sevier Co. 

Joe H. Denson, Lockesburg, Sevier Co. 

B. F. Cannon, Farribaville, Sevier Co. 
1886 

The Sixth Annual Meeting was held with 
Antioch Church. Eld. B. W. Millwee preached the 
Introductory Sermon. 

J. H. Black was elected as Moderator and 
J. H. Bennett was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Centre Point, Bethany (Sevier Co.) and Buck Horn 
churches. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Divine Services: M. F. Dennis, H. Hern- 
don, T. M. Moncrief, with the deacons of Antioch 
Church 

Documents: D. D. Reeder, W. C. Walters, 
and W. A. Cantrell 

Sabbath Schools: B. W. Millwee, H. Du- 
lany, C. W. Baldwin and T. J. McLendon 

Temperance: M. M. Cochran, R. D. Neal, 
and J. W. Williams 

Education: J. H. Bennett, A. J. Robins, J. 
M. Copeland, C. W. Strickland and J. H. Black 

Literatures J: "Ds Rogers, HH: Harord, Gu C- 
Bandy, and J. H. Denson 

Pinance: K.-S. oypert. G. Ba barker, Ler. 
Westbrooks 

Obituaries: D. R. Manahan, J. J. Webb, and 
J. H. Rivers 

Destitution: M. M. Cochran, L. D. Tate, J. 
A. Parks 

Home Missions: J. H. Denson, W. M. Kolb, 
C. W. Strickland 

Foreign Missions: B. W. Milwee, G. W. 
Smith, J. H. Denson 
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The Committee on Divine Services ap- 
pointed Eld. Denson to preach Saturday night, 
Eld. C. W. Strickland to conduct a prayer meeting 
at 9 AM and Eld. J. W. Bennett to preach the Mis- 
sionary Sermon (from Matt. 28:19-20) at 11 AM. 
At 3 PM Eld. J. J. Byers preached from Psalm 
63:1. On Sunday evening, Eld. R. H. White 
preached at Antioch from John 3:16, Eld. J. H. 
Denson preached at Zion Church and Eld. J. D. 
Rogers preached at Union School house. 

The Committee on Pastoral Duties re- 
ported: "We your committee on the duty of pastors 
to their churches submit the following: That 
there is a sad lack of pastoral work being done in 
our churches. Many of our members who need the 
counsel and encouragement of our pastors never 
get it, either because they do not attend church or 
because the pastors never visit them. While we do 
not feel that our churches have done their duty, 
we feel it is because they have not been educated 
to their duty by the pastors, especially that of sus- 
taining our pastors and giving to missions. We 
earnestly ask that our pastors be more earnest in 
teaching us not only these, but every other duty in 
which we are delinquent." 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"that first of all a careful study of the Bible and 
take it as a guide for our faith and practice, And 
further recommend Kind Words and Sunday 
School quarterlies of American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society as being sound literature. Also the 
Evangel and Tennessee Baptist as sound papers." 

A quarterly mission meeting was sched- 
uled to meet at Pleasant Valley Church, Oct., 
1887. 

Delegates were appointed to the Baptist 
State Convention, and to the Red River, Union, 
Washita, Caddo, General, and Liberty associa- 
tions. 

Missionary Thomas Dulaney reported he 
entered the work July 1, 1886 and continued two 
months, 21 days. He preached 47 sermons and 
gave 42 exhortations, reported 17 conversions, 
and helped organize one church. 

Missionary M. M. Cochran started work 
July 10, 1886 and worked for nearly two and one- 
half months. He preached 48 sermons, gave 29 
exhortations, baptized 9. Apparently these two 
missionaries worked together, because both re- 
ported the same 17 conversions and participated 
in the organization of the same church. 


1886 Churches 


Church Pastor 
Amity, Nashville HS Ga York 
Antioch, Nashville H. G. York 
Bethany T. J. Lumpkin 
Bethel, Peytonville M. M. Cochran 
Bethesda, Mineola J. D. Rogers 
Brownstown, Brownstown HE Gay onk 
Buck Horn no pastor 
Centre Point, Centre Point J. H. Bennett 
County Line, Nashville H. G. York 


Clerk 
C. M. Powell 
W. L. Compton 
C. J. Morgan 
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M. M. Cochran 
T. W. Westbrook 


Damascus, Lockesburg 
Fellowship, Centre Point 


Farribaville, Centre Point THe Hall 
Liberty, Barker S. H. Bennett 
Mineral Springs J. H. Bennett 
Mount Carmel, Rosadale J. T. Lumpkin 
Nashville B. W. Milwee 
New Prospect, Brownstown W. L. White 
Oak Hill, Lockesburg M. M. Cochran 
Palestine, Little River J. D. Rogers 
Pleasant Hill, Lockesburg J. W. Williams 
Pleasant Valley, Nashville B. W. Milwee 
Sardis, Lockesburg T. H. Westbrook 
Union, Lockesburg no pastor 
Zion, Ozan B. W. Milwee 


1887 

The 1887 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Hill Church, Lockesburg. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. L. D. Tate from "If ye 
have not the Spirit of Christ, ye are none of his." 

Twenty-seven churches were represented 
with letters and delegates. 

Deacon J. H. Black, Nashville, was elected 
as Moderator, and J. W. Hill, Centre Point, was 
elected as clerk. 

Seven new churches petitioned the Asso- 
ciation: New Salem, Picayune, messengers E. 
Merrel, H. W. Runnolds, 14 members; Cana, Cerro 
Gordo, messengers Y. R. Harbin, J. R. Moore, 12 
members; Fairview, Jordan Brook, messengers T. 
H. Westbrook, J. F. Strictland, 13 members; New 
Home, Centre Point, messengers L. D. Tate, J. W. 
Clark, 29 members; Chapel Hill, Ultimathule, 
messengers J. H. Denson, C. B. Kannale, 11 mem- 
bers; Brushy Creek, Pates, messengers D. M. 
Shaw, James Seals, 18 members; Columbus, 
Pates, messengers C. W. Strictland, H. S. Walker, 
11 members 


On Sunday 9:30 Prayer Meeting was _fol- 
lowed by the Missionary Sermon by Eld. M. M. 
Cochran. Others preaching at this session in- 
cluded Elders E. Merrell, T. H. Westbrook, B. F. 
Bartles from Acts 28:22, and Thomas Dulany. 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"first a careful and prayerful study of the Bible. 
We also recommend the Arkansas Baptist and 
Tennessee Baptist papers as sound in the doc- 
trines of the Bible. We would further recommend 
Kind Words and Kind Words literature for our 
Sunday Schools." 

The State Mission report stated, "We find 
State Missions in a very healthy condition under 
the efficient management of M. D. Early, State 
Mission Secretary. He is pushing the work al- 
most day and night in order to secure men and 
means to occupy every destitute point in the 
State. There are 14 missionaries already at work 
occupying important fields from which they can 
extend their labors and thus do a great deal of 
general good. These will receive their pay in full 
or in part from the State Board... 


G. B. Parker 15 
L..D: Tate 29 
G. W. Jones 13 
W. C. Stone By 
R. D. Neal 70 
L. E. Eudy 35 
R. S. Sypert 56 
G. M. Pipkin 34 
J. W. Smith 20 
Ne RaLatiio Z 
W. J. Cox 61 
W. P. Craig 59 
J. R. Hopson 35 

18 
N. R. Lewis 86 


This work is under the control of a State 
Mission Board with Rev. J. P. Eagle as President 
and John G. Holland, Secretary. We recommend 
that this association co-operate with the State 
Board in as much as all are engaged in the same 
work. 

Missionary T. H. Westbrook reported 210 
days of service, beginning Oct. 18, 1886. He re- 
ported 138 sermons preached, 70 exhortations, 
11 baptized, four churches organized, for which 
he was paid $275.25. 

Missionary C. W. Strictland reported 
serving fifty days, beginning June 20, 1887. He 
reported five churches organized, and offerings of 
$41.65. 

1888 

The 1888 meeting was held with Liberty 
Church, Howard Co. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. C. W. Strickland from Eph. 
2310: 

J. H. Black was elected as Moderator and 
J. H. Denson as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Sulphur Springs, Pike Co., D. R. Mannahan, pas- 
tor; Providence, Little River Co., T. J. Williams, 
pastor, Richmond; New Hope, Little River Co., Y. 
R. Harbin, Rocky Comfort, pastor; Refugee 
Springs, Little River, T. J. Williams, pastor. 

The committee of Divine Services desig- 
nated Elders Cornish, Tate, Rogers and Reeves to 
preach on Saturday night at different locations. 
On Sunday a Prayer Meeting was conducted by 
Bro. J. H. Black, followed by an address at 10:00 
AM by Bro. Conger, president of Ouachita College, 
and the Missionary Sermon at 11 AM by Eld. G. 
W. Reeves. Another sermon was preached at 3 PM 
by Eld. J. H. Denson. 

Reports were given on Ouachita Baptist 
College, Temperance, Foreign Missions, Sabbath 
Schools, Literature, Colportage, Obituaries, State 
Missions, Ministerial Education, Home Missions 
and Destitution. 

Delegates were selected to the Baptist 
State Convention, Red River, Union, Ouachita, 
Caddo River, and General Associations. 

Thirty-six churches were represented 
from Hempstead, Sevier, Little River, Howard 
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and Pike Counties. Of the 283 professions, 
County Line Church in Howard Co., Eld. H. G. 
York, pastor, reported 80 professions and bap- 
tisms. Mine Creek Church, Howard Co., had half- 
time preaching by pastor J J. Felts. All other 
churches had preaching once a month. 

1889 

The 1889 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Valley Church, Howard Co. The Annual Sermon 
was preached by Eld. J. D. Rogers from John 14:6 

J. H. Black was elected as Moderator and 
J. H. Denson was elected as Clerk. 

The following churches presented peti- 
tionary letters: 

Sweet Home Church, was dismissed from 
the Red River Assoc., represented by W. K. Dow- 
den; Ozan Church, represented by J. W. King, H. A. 
King, and G. W. Bell; Social Hill, represented by J. 
B. Drake; Mt. Zion, represented by Charles Bur- 
nett and W. S. Love 

Bro. J. B. Searcy, Corresponding Secre- 
tary, and Bro. W. A. Clark, Editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist, being present were invited to seats with 
the body. 

Eld. W. A. Clark was invited to preach at 
11 AM on Monday. Others preaching at this ses- 
sion included Elders C. W. Strictland, the Mis- 
sionary Sermon, T. J. Burnett, J. H. Burnett, and 
W. L. White. 

Delegates were elected to the Baptist State 
Convention and the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"the Arkansas Baptist as a religious journal that 
we consider second to none... 

"For Sunday Schools we recommend Kind 
Words, Baptist Teacher and quarterlies." 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported: "We find that there is a sad lack of interest 
in our Sabbath Schools; but how to awaken such 
an interest in the churches is the burden of your 
committee. 

"We urge and recommend that pastors of 
this association continue to encourage the 
churches in the work; and also urge upon the 
brotherhood the very great responsibility of 
teaching the pure word of God to our children." 

The State Missions report stated, "As to 
the work accomplished through the State Board 
during the last year we know of little being done... 
We recommend that delegates from this body be 
sent to the State Convention and that they be in- 
structed to favor associational representation on 
the State Board.,..." 

The Committee on Ouachita College re- 
ported, "The great success attending the efforts of 
our people in establishing our state college is 
quite satisfactory... By the help of God and the ef- 
forts of the brethren we now have a college build- 
ing second to none in the State and to few in the 
South." 

The Committee on Ministerial Support 
reported: 


"Some of our churches will call a minister 
to serve them as pastor, not agreeing to pay him 
any amount, great or small, for his services, 
sometimes letting a whole year pass, and calling 
him again, or changing pastors, without remu- 
neration. These things ought not so to be. We rec- 
ommend that no pastor accept the call of any 
church which has not settled with their previous 
pastor, or which will not agree with him for some 
definite amount for his services." 

1890 

The Tenth Annual meeting was held with 
Bethesda Church, Minneola, Little River Co. The 
Annual Sermon was preached by Eld. M. M. 
Cochran from Eph. 4:13. 

Eld. J. H. Denson was elected as Modera- 
tor and C. M. Powell was elected as Clerk. 

The following churches were received by 
petitionary letters: 

New Life, Sevier Co., pastor J. H. Denson, 
Chapel Hill; Pine Forest, Little River Co., pastor 
C. M. Powell, Little River; Cedar Hill, Howard Co., 
pastor P. M. Compton, Galena; Red Colony, 
Sevier Co., pastor J. T. Westbrooks, Lockesburg; 
Holly Creek, Howard Co., pastor T. H. West- 
brooks, Centre Point; Mt. Calvary, Little River 
Co., pastor C. M. Powell, Millkin 

Forty-six churches reported 138 additions 
by baptism and 141 by letter for a total member- 
ship of 1,752. 

The Committee on Divine Service 
planned preaching by the following Elders: P. M. 
Compton, W. L. White, I. E. Skaggs, W. L. White, J. 
G. Goss, W. B. Seargeant, Y. R. Harbin, W. A. Ingle, 
J. H. Denson, Thomas Dulany, J. R. Kearney, C. 
W. Strictland, and M. M. Cochran. 

Apparently there was also a Texarkana 
Association at this time. The Association re- 
ceived a corresponding messenger, and in turn 
appointed a corresponding messenger. 

Delegates were appointed to the Baptist 
State Convention, and Eld. J. H. Denson was 
elected as delegate to the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. 

The Association was divided into three 
districts: 

First District, churches west of the Little 
Red River 

Second District, churches east of the Little 
Red and the Nation line, and west of the Saline 
River 

Third District, churches east of the Saline 
River to the east boundary of the Association. 

Each district was to have its own modera- 
tor and missionary. 


1891 
The 1891 meeting was held with the 
Brownstown Church, Sevier Co. Eld. C. M. Powell 
preached the Annual Sermon from John 5:24. 
Eld. Joe H. Denson was re-elected as 
eae ae and Eld. C. M. Powell was re-elected as 
erk. 
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Petitionary letters were received from: 
Unity Church, Nashville, Howard Co.; Lockes- 
burg Church, Lockesburg, Sevier Co.; Saratoga 
Church, Saratoga, Howard Co. 

Also preaching at this session were Elders 
R. T. Yates, Y. R. Harbin, L. K. Obenchain from I 
Thess. 5:21, T. J. Bennett from Rom. 1:16, Joe H. 
Denson, E. Merrel, C. W. Strickland,~D. R. 
Manahan, and L. Westbrook. 

Corresponding messengers were received 
from the Red River and Texarkana Associations. 

Delegates were elected to the Southern 
Baptist Convention, the State Convention, and 
the Red River, Ouachita, Union, and Caddo asso- 
ciations. 

The Association voted to abolish the dis- 
trict meetings, "the entire Association will meet 
together in the mission meetings." 

The Home Mission Board had employed a 
missionary to work in each district for two 
months, commencing on the third Saturday in 
July: 

Eld. Thomas Dulaney, first district; Joe H. 
Denson, second district; D. R. Mannahan, third 
district. 

This meeting featured the first report on 
Woman's Work, which stated, "We regard this 
matter important, notwithstanding our churches 
in a measure have ignored it. There is a great 
work which our sisters may do that we may never 
accomplish. They should be encouraged to assist 
us in every legitimate way, in the great work of 
building up the cause of Christ." 

The State Mission report recommended 
"that to further facilitate the work of preaching 
the gospel in the waste places, the churches of 
this Association co-operate with the State 
Board." 

1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church, Sevier Co. Eld. J. D. Rogers preached the 
Annual Sermon from John 17:22. 

The Moderator and Clerk were re-elected. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Pine Hill, Norwoodsville; State Line, Chapel Hill; 
Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill; and New Hope # 2, all in 
Sevier Co. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders J. M. Copeland, W. A. Turnage, C. W. 
Strickland, the Missionary Sermon from Neh. 
6:3, Nick Thompkins, W. A. Ingle, and C. M. Pow- 
ell. Bro. Powell added, "at the close of which 
some twenty or thirty came forward for prayer." 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Red River, Ouachita, Texarkana, 
and Union associations. 

Serving as missionaries were Elders J. H. 
Denson, W. A. Turnage, and C. M. Powell 
(Mineola). 

The Association was divided into dis- 
tricts, "Said districts are formed for the conve- 
nience of holding 5th Sunday Meetings." 


1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Cana 
Church, Little River Co. Eld. Joe H. Denson was 
elected as Moderator and Eld. C. M. Powell was 
elected as Clerk. 

At this meeting Committees were added 
on Family Devotionals and Sabbath Observance. 

A Petitionary Letter was received from 
Eagle Town Church, Indian Territory. 

At 11 AM on Sunday, Eld. Joe H. Denson 
brought the Missionary Sermon. Others preach- 
ing were Elders W. A. Turnage and B. F. Farmer 
from TN. 

Bro. J. D. Rogers submitted a request for 
letters of dismission for the following churches: 
Amity, Antioch, Bushy Creek, Columbus, Cedar 
Hill, County Line, Centre Point, Fellowship, 
Holly Creek, Liberty, Mine Creek, Mineral 
Springs, New Home, Ozan, Pleasant Valley, Sweet 
Home, Unity, Sulphur Springs, Yellow Creek, 
Zion, and Mt. Carmel. 

These churches formed the Howard Co. 
Association. Evidentially the first meeting was 
to be at Mine Creek, because the Southwestern 
Association, in appointing correspondents, 
stated "to Mine Creek, all the members of this 
Association who will attend." 

Evidently this move was with the ap- 
probation of the brethren in the Southwest As- 
sociation, because they established correspon- 
dence with the new association. However the 
clerk ended the Minute with this comment: "Thus 
the 13th annual session of the Association 
closed, and had it not been for a little uncalled- 
for friction toward the close, it would have been a 
very harmonious session." 

1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Lockes- 
burg Church, Sevier Co. The Annual Sermon was 
preached by Eld. M. M. Cochran from Eph. 3:10. 

Ashdown Church presented a Petitionary 
Letter. 

On call for Correspondence Elders J. D. 
Rogers, C. W. Strickland, W. A. Turnage and J. H. 
Sellers reported from the Howard Co. Associa- 
tion. 

On Sunday at 10 AM Eld. Cochran led a 
Sunday School Mass Meeting, followed by the 11 
AM message by Eld. C. M. Powell on "Missions" 
from Rom. 1:14. 

Others preaching at the meeting included 
Elders W. A. Turnage, J. D. Rogers, Thomas Du- 
lany, Joe H. Denson, W. L. White and J. W. Hub- 
bard. 

Letters of dismission were granted to the 
Friendship and Red Colony Churches to join the 
Howard Co. Association. 

The Committee on Destitution reported, 
"We find the following places destitute of Baptist 
preaching: Little River Co., Piney Grove, Rocky 
Comfort, Palestine, Richmond, David School- 
house, and Ogden; Sevier Co., Rock Springs, 
Chapel Hill and Silver Hill. 
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The following churches continued in the 
Association: 

Little River Co: Ashdown 12 members; 
Bethesda 54, Bethel 32, Cana 82, Hopewell 35, 
New Hope # 1 23, Palestine 22, Refugee Springs 
30, Wilton 67 

Sevier Co: Brownstown 80 members, 
Chapel Hill 17, Cassatat 55, Damascus, 35, 
Fairview 28, Farrebaville 16, Lockesburg 32, Mt. 
Pleasant 67, New Prospect 30, New Hope # 2 20, 
Oak Hill 30, Pine Hill 7, Pleasant Hill 38, Sardis 
101, State Line 17, and Union 70 

Indian Terr.: Eagletown 37 members 

The clerk concluded, "One more gathering 
of the Baptist hosts of Little River and Sevier 
counties has been held,..." 

1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Bethel 
Church, Peytonville, Little River Co. The Annual 
Sermon was preached by Eld. J. W. Hubbard from 
Rom. 1:16. 

Eld. M. M. Cochran was elected as Mod- 
erator and Eld. C. M. Powell was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Piney Grove, New Hope, and Winthrop. Since the 
Winthrop Church was represented by letter only, 
the hand of fellowship was to be given at the next 
association. 

Delegates were elected to the State Con- 
vention, Southern Baptist Convention, Howard 
Co., Texarkana and Ouachita associations. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders W. L. White, C. W. Strickland, and M. M. 
Cochran. 

The Home Missions Committee reported: 

To Davis school house, Bro. J. W. Hub- 
bard, reported a church organized, 4 baptized, 11 
members 

To Winthrop, Bro. M. M. Cochran, a 
church organized with 12 members 

To Ashdown Church, Bro. C. M. Powell, 
missionary, four have been added to the church, 1 
by baptism, membership of 13 

To Stateline and Chapel Hill churches 
and Teal's School House, Bro. J. H. Denson. There 
have been received during the year 27 members. 


1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Mt. 
Pleasant Baptist Church, Sevier Co. Eld. C. M. 
Powell preached the Annual Sermon from Pro. 
4:18. 

Eld. Thomas Dulaney was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. C. M. Powell was elected as 
Clerk. 

Received by petitionary letters: Friend- 
ship Church, Sevier Co.; Alene Church, Little 
River Co: 

Correspondents and visitors included R. 
L. Cole, Texarkana Assoc. and J. B. Hester, 
Howard Co. Assoc. 

On Sunday a prayer meeting was led at 
9:30 AM by Henry Delaney, followed by the ser- 


mon from Eld. R. L. Cole. At. 3 PM Eld. J. W. Hub- 
bard preached and at night Eld. W. H. Burt. 

Delegates were elected to the State and 
Southern Baptist Conventions, and correspon- 
dents to the Howard Co., Texarkana and Ouachita 
associations. 

Missionary reports for the year: 

M. M. Cochran, Ashdown, had worked for 
one-fourth of the year 

C. M. Powell, Winthrop, had worked 7 
months, with two by letter 

J. W. Hubbard, Piney Grove, had worked 
the full year, with one received by letter 

1897 

The 1897 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church, 10 miles N. of Lockesburg, Sevier Co. 

Eld. C. M. Powell was elected as Moderator 
and J. T. Cowling was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Gerro Gorda Church, Little River Co.; Bethlehem 
Church, Little River Co.; New Bethel Church, Se- 
vier Co.; Corinth Church, Sevier Co. 

Corresponding messengers were wel- 
comed from the Howard Co., Texarkana, and 
Ouachita associations. 

On Sunday at 9:30 Eld. C. Wardlow led a 
prayer meeting, followed by preaching by Eld. M. 
M. Cochran from Rom. 1:14-16. Eld. C. Wardlow 
preached at 3 PM and Eld. W. A. Ingle preached at 
night. 

Others preaching at this meeting included 
Elders J. W. Hubbard, J. A. Westbrook, Y. R. 
Harbin, B. F. Cannon and B. H. Arnold. 

The Committee on Literature recom- 
mended "the careful and prayerful reading of the 
Bible, the Arkansas Baptist and the Foreign 
Mission Journal, published at Richmond, VA, 
that we may get some information on our denom- 
inational work. For Sabbath School literature 
we recommend the Southern Baptist Convention 
series, and the Lesson Help published by the 
A.B.P.S. at Philadelphia, PA. 

The following resolution was presented: 

"INASMUCH as our much _ beloved 
brother, Eld. M. M. Cochran, has decided to sever 
his connection with us by removing to our sister 
state on the west; and in as much as his departure 
will take from us the last of our preaching 
brethren who were in the organization of this 
body in 1881, and in as much as his life work in 
the ministry has been among us, having served a 
large number of churches as pastor, before and 
since the organization of this body, and having 
rendered effective service in the counties of 
Hempstead, Howard, Sevier and Little River, la- 
boring in the latter as the first missionary of this 
association, in which capacity, he has, at differ- 
ent times, served this body very acceptably,..." 

At this session the Association passed a 
strongly worded resolution dealing with the 
Whitsitt controversy: 

"WHEREAS, Dr. W. H. Whitsitt, President 
of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at 
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Louisville, KY, has been so unfortunate in the 
publication of his opinions, on Baptist doctrine 
and history, as to alienate a vast number of 
Southern Baptists who were formerly supporters 
of the seminary; and 

WHEREAS, The tendency of Dr. Whitsitt's 
course is to produce division and discord among 
our people, his statements being that up to the 
year 1641 ‘all Baptists practiced sprinkling and 
pouring for baptism’ and that the American Bap- 
tists never practiced immersion before the year 
1644, and 

WHEREAS, We have abundance of evi- 
dence from the New Testament scriptures and 
from historical utterances from those who are 
not Baptists, that Jesus Christ and his apostles, 
and all the churches practiced immersion for 
baptism almost wholly for thirteen hundred 
years after Christ, and that sprinkling and pour- 
ing were inventions of men: 

THEREFORE, Be it resolved...That we re- 
spectfully urge upon the Board of Trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary the 
prompt removal of Dr. Whitsitt from the presi- 
dency of said institution and from the professor- 
ship of church history. 

RESOLVED 2nd. That, while we love the 
seminary and deplore the circumstances which 
compel us to this action, as long as Dr. Whitsitt 
remains in the seminary we cannot give it the 
least aid or encouragement. 

RESOLVED 4th. That we recommend to 
the churches composing this Association to ad- 
here strictly to this doctrine of Baptist church 
succession which has distinguished our fathers 
in past ages and that they strictly guard their 
pulpits against ministers who have been cor- 
rupted by Dr. Whitsitt's false ideas of Baptist his- 
tory and doctrine.” 

1898 

The 1898 meeting was held with Allene 
Church, Little River Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was preached by Eld. J. W. Hubbard from 
Rom: 1:76; 

Eld. C. M. Powell was elected as Moderator 
and J. T. Cowling was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Gethsemane, Sevier Co., messengers Ben 
Stucky, T. C. Williams; clerk Walter Cooper, De- 
Queen 

Rehoboth, Sevier Co., messengers P. J. 
Russell, Henry Williamson, and W. E. Russell, 
who was also clerk, DeQueen 

Mt. Carmel, Polk Co., messengers B. F. 
Cannon, L. W. Daniels; clerk John Rogers, Wickes 

Eld. E. S. Deering preached Saturday 
night. On Sunday Eld. G. S. Provence led the 
prayer meeting at 10 AM and Eld. C. Wardlow 
preached the Missionary Sermon from Num. 
14:21. Eld. J. C. Parker preached at 3 PM, and Eld. 
W. A. Clark preached Sunday night. 


1899 

The 1899 meeting was held with DeQueen 
Church, Sevier Co. Eld. W. A. Ingle preached the 
Introductory Sermon from I Tim. 1:15. 

G. A. Vaughan was elected as Moderator 
and J. T. Cowling was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Pleasant Hill, Howard Co., messenger W. 
H. Cureton; clerk J. B. West, Antimony 

Oak Grove, Sevier Co., messengers R. J. 
Bettis, G. W. Collins, T. A. DeHart, who was also 
clerk, DeQueen. 

Eld. Thomas Dulaney preached the Mis- 
sionary ‘Sermon.’ The “clerk” reported? — tue 
Committee on Divine Service supplied the pulpits 
of DeQueen and surrounding country, Saturday 
night, Sunday and Sunday night." 

1900 

The Twentieth Annual session was held 
with Ashdown Church, Little River Co. Eld. B. F. 
Cannon preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Eph. 4:3. 

Visitors included Eld. M. M. Cochran, 
Texas, and C. B. Williams, Texarkana. 

Eld. Thomas Dulaney was elected as 
Moderator and J. T. Cowling was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Horatio Church, messenger J. P. Pitcock, clerk E. 
G. Sevier, Horatio; Mt. Prospect Church, J. T. 
Dingles, clerk, Gilliam; Boggy Springs Church, 
messenger S. G. Vess; clerk E. W. Slaton. All were 
in Sevier Co. 

Preaching on Saturday night were Elders 
M. M. Cochran and J. C. Tolbert. On Sunday 
Elders C. B. Williams and W. I. Feazell preached 
at 11 AM and Eld. W. T. Compere at night. 

Bro. B. F. Cannon offered a resolution 
"looking to divide the Association into districts 
which was tabled." 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"the Arkansas Baptist as our denominational or- 
gan...and urge the brethren to give it their hearty 
support... 

"We further recommend for use in our 
Sunday Schools the literature of the Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion." 

The Committee on Ministerial Education 
recommended, "That we commend President J. W. 
Conger and the Board of Trustees of Ouachita 
College for giving free tuition, and otherwise aid- 
ing our young preachers who are there in school, 
and that pending the adoption of this report a 
collection be taken for this body for the support 
of ministerial students now in that college." 


1901 
The 1901 meeting was held with Pleasant 
Hill Church, Sevier Co. Eld. Y. R. Yarbin preached 
the Introductory Sermon from Jer. 6:16. 
Eld. Thomas Dulaney was elected as 
Moderator and J. W. Cowling as Clerk. 
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Petitionary letters were received from: 
Cerro Gorro and New Hope # 2 churches. 

Corresponding messengers were seated 
from the Howard Co., Red River, and Frisco 
[Indian Territory] Associations. 

The Committee on Ministerial Support 
made some strong statements: 

"That the pastor's salary should be stipu- 
lated, and paid to him in the sanctuary, from 
time to time as he renders services to the church. 

"That any pastor who serves without 
compensation commensurate with the strength 
of his church is guilty of encouraging covetous- 
ness, and ought to make acknowledgement and 
ask forgiveness as did Paul before the church at 
Corinth." 

1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with New 
Home Church, Little River Co. Eld. Thomas Du- 
laney preached the Introductory Sermon from 
Matt. 18:15-17. 

Eld. Dulaney was elected as Moderator 
and B. F. Cannon was elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Shiloh Church, Little River Co.; Avon Valley, 
Sevier Co.; Chapple Hill, Sevier Co. 

Eld. G. C. Ferris, preached Saturday night 
from Matt. 11:28-30. 

On Sunday Eld. M. M. Cochran led a Sun- 
day School Mass Meeting, and at 11 AM Eld. G. W. 
Reeves, a visitor representing the Arkansas 
Baptist, preached from I Cor. 3:21-22. Eld. T. N. 
Valentine preached at 3 PM and Eld. B. F. Cannon 
at night. Eld. G. W. Reeves preached at 11 AM on 
Monday from Acts 13:31. 

The messengers passed the following reso- 
lution: 

"Resolved, That we, the Southwestern As- 
sociation, heartily endorse the principles of the 
General Association. 

"That hereafter we will cooperate with 
that body in mission work, so long as it main- 
tains the principles set forth in its constitution." 

The committee reports reflected the 
change. The Literature Committee recommended 
"the Arkansas Baptist, our state paper, as sound 
and a friend to the churches... We also recom- 
mend the American Baptist Publication Society 
literature." 

The Mission report recommended "that 
the funds collected for state missions be placed in 
the hands of the General Association of 
Arkansas, as we believe their plan of work is the 
gospel plan." 

The committee members were G. S. 
Province, chairman; J. P. Pitcock, and G. W. 
Collins. 

1903 

The 23rd Annual Meeting was held with 
Brownstown Church, Sevier Co. Eld. B. F. Can- 
non preached the Introductory Sermon from Rev. 
5: 1-5. 


Eld. Thomas Dulaney was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. B. F. Cannon as Clerk. 

Petitionary Letters were received from: 
Mill Creek, Sevier Co., C. C. Hughes, delegate and 
clerk, Gillham; Ben Lomond, Sevier Co., dele- 
gates M. J. Manning, T. J. Richardson, D. M. 
Cochran, also clerk, Ben Lemond; New Rocky 
Comfort, Little River Co., delegates J. A. McDon- 
ald, W. E. Kinsworthy; clerk W. M. Gathwright, 
Foreman; Salem, Indian Ter., W. P. Cabiness, del- 
egate; Clerk Mrs. S. Whitman, Goodwater 

Eld. D. W. Elkins led a prayer meeting at 
10 AM on Sunday; Eld. C. W. Strickland preached 
at Brownstown, and Eld. W. H. Burt at Ben 
Lomond. 

The Literature committee recommended 
"the Land Mark Baptist as our state paper. We 
recommend the American Baptist literature for 
Sunday Schools." 

There was considerable discussion on the 
Mission Report, with some attempting to remove 
the recommendation, "And we further recom- 
mend that the funds collected for State Missions 
be placed in the hands of the General Association 
of Arkansas, as we believe their plan of work is 
the Gospel plan." 

1904 

The 1904 meeting was held with DeQueen 
Church. Eld. J. W. Hubbard preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon. 

Eld. George S. Provence was elected as 
Moderator and R. J. Bettis as Clerk. 

Received by petitionary letter: Gethse- 
mane, Little River Co., C. H. Arnold, Foreman, 
Pastor; J. C. Johnson, Wilton, Clerk; Red Colony, 
Sevier Co., G. C. Farris, Lockesburg, pastor; I. N. 
Brown, Milford, Clerk; New Life, Little River Co., 
W. F. Smith, pastor; M. D. Grooms, Winthrop, 
Clerk; Arkinda, Little River, E. V. Mabry, Hora- 
tio, Pastor 

Corresponding messengers received from 
the Ouachita Assoc., and Eld. B. J. Mathews, rep- 
resenting the Land Mark Baptist, responded as a 
visitor from the Pine Bluff Assoc. 

Preaching at this session were Elders B. J. 
Mathews, E. V. Mabry, J. F. Love, J. T. Jones, D. 
W. Hill, and J. R. Cason. 

On Sunday a Prayer Meeting was held at 9 
AM followed by a Sunday School Mass Meeting at 
10 AM and at 11 AM, Eld. B. J. Mathews? 
preached "to a large concourse of attentive listen- 
ers= 

The Literature Committee recommended 
"The Landmark Baptist and the Baptist Flag, and 
the American Baptist Sunday School Literature 
as being sound in the faith." 

The Mission Report recommended "that 
the funds collected for State Missions be placed 
in the hands of the General Association, as we be- 
lieve their plan to be the gospel plan." 

The local Mission Board reported, "We 
took up the work with renewed zeal and have as- 
sisted or supplemented the pastors salary at the 
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following weak churches and mission points, 
namely Antioch, Avon Valley, Gethsemane, Oak 
Grove, Shady Grove, Mill Creek, New Hope # 2, 
Mill's School House, and Salem, I. T. 

Sum of the reports by missionaries J. W. 
Hodges, E. V. Mabry and T. A. Valentine: conver- 
sions 28, exhortations 653, churches organized 1, 
received by experience and baptism 25, received 
by letter 20, restored 10. 


1905 

The 1905 meeting was held with Cana 
Church, near Cerro Gordo, Little River Co. Eld. J. 
F. Love, Little Rock, preached the Introductory 
Sermon. He was representing the Baptist Ad- 
vance. 

Eld. Thomas Dulaney was elected as 
Moderator and Eld. B. J. Mathews was elected as 
Clerk. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Bokhoma Church, Indian Territory. 

On Sunday a devotional service was con- 
ducted at 10 AM, and at 11 AM, Eld. Mathews 
"preached to a very large congregation out in the 
church yard, from Gal. 3:29." 

Eld. J. B. Luck, Hope, one of the State 
Missionaries, also preached. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "This 
Home, situated on a little farm at Monticello, is 
worthy of support from all Baptists everywhere. 
In this home are sixty-six orphan children of 
both sexes. 

".,.we recommend that all the churches of 
this Association take a collection for this insti- 
tution on the first Sunday in November and 
quarterly thereafter." 

A full-page advertisement for the Baptist 
Flag, edited by Eld. J. N. Hall, stated the paper 
was published every Wednesday at Little Rock 
and Fulton, KY. 

Another advertisement from the Baptist 
Publications Co. announced, "We hope to supply 
the Baptists with Landmark Baptist Literature of 
all sorts. 

"Beginning with the first quarter of 1906, 
we propose to publish a full line of Sunday 
School Quarterlies, Question Books, Leaflets, 
Cards., etc. 

This was the fore-runner of the present 
series of literature produced by the Baptist Sun- 
day School Committee of the American Baptist 
Association. 

1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with Sardis 
Church, Sevier Co. Eld. McNeimer, from Little 
Rock, preached the Introductory Sermon. 

G. S. Province, De Queen, was elected as 
Moderator and D. M. Cochran, Ben Lomond, was 
elected as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Geneva Church, D. W. Elkins, pastor, represented 
by J. T. Yates, D. F. Williams, and Jones Nalley, 
and Gilliam Church, represented by John Smith, 
Benjamin Wiley and J. A. Vanzant. 


Also preaching at this session were Elders 
Ernell, S. L. Pine, W. L. Smith, and E. V. Mabry. 

The clerk noted, "At 11 AM on Monday, 
our good old Bro. Thomas Dulaney preached us a 
sermon that we all were indeed proud of, for it 
filled our very soul full of God's love and presence 
among us.” 

G. W. Collins and J. T. Yates volunteered 
as corresponding messengers to the Miller Co. 
Assoc. 

The Mission Report recommended "that 
our contributions for foreign missions go 
through the hands of the General Association. We 
further recommend that our contributions for 
State Missions go through the hands of the 
General Association." 

The clerk ambiguously reported, "The 
above report was amended by abolishing any- 
thing in it that would conflict with the plan we 
have been working under the past year." 

Future reports will indicate a desire by 
some to continue support for the State Conven- 
tion. Therefore, many reports will be debated in 
future years, until the 1914 session, which deci- 
sively absolved all ties with the State Conven- 
tion. 

The Publications Report recommended 
"the Arkansas Baptist and the Baptist Flag, pub- 
lished by the widow of the lamented J. N. Hall,4 
and the Advance." 

This meeting adopted strong resolutions 
condemning adultery and divorce. The resolution 
on adultery started, "Adultery: This crime and 
sin was so heinous in the sight of God, when He 
gave the Ten Commandments to Israel, He com- 
manded them to put to death those who were 
found guilty, Lev. 20:10. " 

The resolution concluded, 'Therefore we, 
the committee, recommend that all churches in 
the bounds of this Association enforce the law as 
laid down in the Scriptures against adultery.” 

The resolution on Divorce concluded, 
"Every preacher and layman should condemn it, 
and petition our legislators to enact laws against 
this horrible sin in the sight of God. 

"And this Association, as a body, con- 
demns this awful evil that is among us save for 
the one cause of adultery. And that this Associa- 
tion, composed of Baptist Churches, condemns it 
publicly and privately. Let there be no divorces 
granted save for the one cause that our Lord spec- 
ified--adultery." 

Both resolutions were signed by S. L Pine, 
as committee chairman. 


1907 

Bro. Griffith observed, "Many of the 
churches of the Southwestern Association were 
still cooperating, at least in part, with the pro- 
gram of the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
Association did not make a formal break with 
the Convention until 1914. In 1907, the minutes 
reveal that the Association recommended sup- 
port for both the Convention and the General 
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Association in the matter of missions, literature 
and the orphans' homes."? 

The 1907 meeting was held with Wilton 
Church, Wilton, Little River Co. 

Eld. D. W. Hill preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Eph. 2:8-10. 

G. S. Provence was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. Sims as Clerk.® ‘ 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
New Discovery and Cross Trails churches 

A motion prevailed "that the Association 
not report the Sunday School at Cross Trails, as 
it was looked upon by the Association as a Union 
Sunday School." 

On Sunday at 11 AM Eld. J. W. Sims 
preached on "The Church is Subject to Christ.” 
Eld. B. J. Mathews preached at 2:30 PM. Also 
preaching at this session were Elders D. W. 
Elkins, D. W. Hill and J. I. Martin. 

The "in-fighting" between the two factions 
was clearly indicated in the Mission Committee 
report. An amendment was offered asking the 
State Board of the Convention to supply $200 in 
aid for the associational mission. This motion 
lost. 

A motion was then made asking the State 
Association to supply $200 in aid, was also voted 
down. 

The report on State Missions was read by 
Eld. D. W. Hill, "We recommend that each church 
in our Association take public collections, and 
contribute liberally of their means, to state mis- 
sions, and send same to the treasurer of our State 
Association to support the missionaries now on 
the field, and any others who may enter the 
work." 

An "amendment was offered and carried 
that we strike out of the original the words, 'send 
same through treasurer of our State Association,’ 
and insert the clause, that each church feel per- 
fectly free to send their contributions either 
through the Convention or the State Association, 
as they may see proper. Adopted as amended." 

Much the same action occurred on the 
Publications report, which originally read, "We 
recommend the Arkansas Baptist and the Baptist 
Flag. For Sunday schools we recommend the lit- 
erature of the American Baptist Publication 
Societys" 

"A motion prevailed to amend the above 
report, by inserting the Baptist Advance and also 
the Southern Baptist Convention series of litera- 
ture. The original report was then adopted as 
amended." 

The Orphans' Home report was also read 
by Eld. Hill. The report stated, "We learn that 
there is an effort being made by our brethren of 
the State Association to establish an Orphans' 
Home at Texarkana, which effort we commend to 
the consideration of our brethren all over the 
State.” 


"After some discussion the above report 
was amended by recommending the Monticello 
Orphans' Home also." 

Eld. J. W. Sims was elected to represent 
the Association at the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion in May. 

Eld. Sims presented the following resolu- 
tion: "In view of the wide spread differences in the 
Baptist denomination of our State, caused by the 
two separate State bodies now in existence, 

"Resolved, That the Southwest Associa- 
tion petitions our State Association to offer, 
through a committee, to the Convention, all rea- 
sonable and Scriptural overtures of peace and 
union between the two bodies, that can be rightly 
offered." 

The resolution was adopted. 

The clerk closed the minutes, "Thus ended 
a most interesting and spiritual meeting of the 
Southwest Association." 

1908 

The 1908 meeting was held with Geneva 
Baptist Church. The location was given as being 
"on the DeQueen Eastern RR between here and 
Lockesburg. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. W. L. Smith from Rom. 1:29-32. 

G. S. Province was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. W. Sims as Clerk. 

(pages 2-3 of this minute were not in- 
cluded on the microfilm) 

Eld. Westbrooks preached at 11 AM on 
Sunday. Also preaching at this session were 
Elders Thomas Dulaney and J. W. Sims. 

Eld. J. W. Sims offered the following reso- 
lution: "In view of the fact that Damascus church 
reports the use of Cook's literature in their Sun- 
day school, and in view of the fact that Cook's is a 
Union literature, and presents some very erro- 
neous ideas as to the teachings of the Bible, 

"Resolved that we, The Southwest Baptist 
Association, condemn the use of Cook's literature 
in the Sunday schools of any of our churches." 
Adopted as read 


The State Missions report recommended 
"that each church in our Association take up pub- 
lic collections, and contribute liberally of their 
means, to State missions, and send same to the 
treasurer of our State association, to support the 
missionaries now in the field, and any others 
who may enter the work." Adopted as read 

The Orphans' Home report was read by 
Eld. J. W. Sims: 

"The State Association of Baptist 
churches have purchased a real good home in 
Texarkana for the orphan children. The Home 
consists of a splendid brick home with eight 
acres of land, for which we agreed to pay Seven 
Thousand Dollars. 

"We now have twelve children in the 
noe presided over by Bro. J. B. Sellman and 
wife.” 
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"The note for $1,500 due the first of next 
year must be paid or we will suffer loss. We there- 
fore recommend that every church in this associ- 
ation make a sacrifice, if necessary, to meet this 
note. 

"We know that some of our churches are 
not in sympathy with our Texarkana Home, we 
therefore recommend that, in view of the fact 
that the Monticello Orphans Home, which is fos- 
tered by the State Convention, is some seven 
hundred dollars behind in this years expenses, 
that they help, and help liberally the Monticello 
home. 

"The Southwest Association stands today 
the banner association of the state in point of 
number of churches contributing, but not in the 
amount given. As treasurer of the Texarkana 
home I know whereof I speak. I expect in Novem- 
ber to sever my connection as treasurer of the 
Texarkana home, but I beg you all to rally to the 
support of this home and see that there is money 
enough in the treasury by Feb. 1, 1909 to meet the 
note of $1,500 that will then be due." 

The Publications report recommended the 
American Baptist Publication Society Sunday 
school literature, the Arkansas Baptist, and the 
Baptist Flag. 

A motion was made to amend by adding 
also the words, "we also recommend the Baptist 
Advance as good and sound literature." 

The report of missionary, Eld. D. W. Hill, 
listed 26 baptized, 5 received by letter, one Sun- 
day School and church organized, 116 days la- 
bored, $17.10 collected. 

He commented, "There were several points 
I could not reach for lack of time; several calls for 
my services that I could not answer." 

An amendment was offered to ask the 
Board of the State Convention to contribute Two- 
hundred and fifty dollars to aid us in our 
Associational Mission work. After a warm dis- 
cussion by several of the brethren, the amend- 
ment was voted on and lost. 

The clerk concluded, "Thus ended a prof- 
itable and pleasant session of the Southwestern 
Association." 

1909 

The 1909 meeting was held with Valley 
Baptist Church, Sevier Co. Eld. J. W. Hubbard 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Jer. 
6:16: 

Eld. D. W. Hill was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. J. B. Luck as Clerk. 

On Sunday the Sunday School report was 
given and discussed, followed by preaching at 11 
AM by Eld. W. L. Smith from Acts 3:19. In the af- 
ternoon the Temperance Report was given and 
discussed. 

Others preaching were Elders E. D. Dumas 
from Ezek. 34:2, J. B. Luck from James 4:14, W. L. 
Smith from John 3:14 and T. F. Richardson from 
Heb: 11:6. 


The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have in Monticello Home 126 children and in 
Texarkana Home 12 children. 

"We recommend that all churches that do 
not support Texarkana Home contribute liber- 
ally to the Monticello Home." 

Some talks were made about these Homes 
and a collection amounting to $21.42 was taken 
and equally divided between the two Homes. 

The State Missions report recommended 
"that each church in our Association take public 
collections during the year for State Missions, 
and that the pastors explain the difference be- 
tween the General Association and the Conven- 
tion Committees. We also advise the pastors of 
the churches to encourage the churches to secure 
the names of the missionaries that are on the 
field and send contributions to them, or to the 
treasurer of the General Association, or the Con- 
vention." 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "the Arkansas Baptist, American Baptist 
Flag, and American Publication Society Sunday 
School Literature as sound literature." 

After some remarks by the different 
brethren the report was adopted with the follow- 
ing amendment: "That we also recommend the 
Landmark Literature and the Baptist Advance as 
being sound literature." 

Eld. T. F. Richardson, missionary re- 
ported, "During the meeting at Mt. Carmel your 
Missionary was publicly attacked three times for 
preaching the pure Gospel of Christ; twice by 
'Holiness' preachers and once by a Methodist, ata 
baptizing at the river. The 'Holiness' people and 
the Mormons are trying to capture Little River 
County." 

The churches again addressed the prob- 
lem of adequate pay for pastoral services. The 
messengers recommended that the churches pay 
their pastors a "stipulated salary...We further 
recommend that all our pastors preach at least 
one sermon a year to their churches on this very 
important subject. 

1910 

The 1910 meeting was held with Ashdown 
Church, Little River Co. Eld. J. T. Benson 
preached the Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. D. M. Hill was elected as Moderator 
and T. M. Mashburn as Clerk. 

Churches received by petitionary letter: 
Haworth, OK and Oak Grove 

Corresponding messengers were present 
from the Columbia, Red River, and Hope Associ- 
ations. 

Others preaching at this session were 
Elders J. H. Milburn from Rom. 8:1, Turner from 
Rom. 5:1-2, T. H. Carter, J. S. Rogers, and Smith. 

On Sunday Afternoon, "Bro. T. H. Carter 


of the Texarkana Orphans Home, and Bro. 


Turner of the Monticello Home, made some very 
instructive and interesting talks in regard to 
their respective work." 
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The Orphans' Home report read, "We have 
two Orphan's Homes in Arkansas. One at 
Texarkana, the other at Monticello. Eld. T. H. 
Carter and wife have charge of the one at 
Texarkana. Prof. J. N. Williams and wife have 
charge of the one at Monticello. There are about 
one hundred and forty children at these two 
homes. : 
"We further recommend that this Associ- 
ation now and here take an offering for this work 
and that every church, Sunday school, etc. and 
every individual, shall pledge or give as to him 
seems best." 

"The restrictions requiring that all mis- 
sion money go through the general association 
was removed so that anyone may have the liberty 
of sending mission money through any channel 
they see fit." 

The State Mission report stated, "...the 
State Association last year had four missionar- 
ies in the field. During the year they baptized 278. 
Total amount collected for State Missions was 
$2,149.03." 

"The State Mission Board had 81 mis- 
sionaries in the field, their labor resulting in 
more than 3,000 baptisms and collections for 
State Missions $2,856.80." 

"From this report you can see that God is 
blessing our state work. We therefore urge every 
Baptist and Baptist church to give liberally to 
State Missions. We find from reading of the let- 
ters of the Association $267.23 has been paid by 
seven churches and twenty-one that will not pay 
anything." 


Joseph H. Denson 

Eld. Joseph H. Denson, who helped found 
the Association, died June 14, 1910. 

He had served both as Clerk and Modera- 
tor of the Association, and was also Clerk of Se- 
vier Co. for 14 years. 

The four paragraph tribute was signed by 
the five-member committee. 

The clerk added the note: "J. W. Hubbard 
signs the above resolutions after substituting for 
the word "co-worker," the words "Land Mark 
Baptist." 

The Minute of the State Convention’ 
noted Eld. Denson "Had been pastor of the coun- 
try churches in that section of the State during a 
period of thirty years. He was highly esteemed for 
his Godly life and for his work's sake." 

1911 

The 1911 meeting was held with Lockes- 
burg Church, Sevier Co. Eld. W. C. Toler preached 
the Introductory Sermon from Matt. 28:19-20. 

Paraloma Church was received by Peti- 
tionary Letter. Eld. J. T. Benson was Pastor and J. 
D. Moore was Clerk. 

Note: The Association was not electing 
delegates to the State Convention or the Southern 
Baptist Convention. However, official represen- 
tatives of the State Convention, Orphans Home, 


and colleges were regularly attending the 
Association. 

Visitors at this meeting included W. M. 
Randolph, Shoal Creek Baptist Association, MS, 
and John T. Christian, Secretary of State Mis- 
sions. Eld. Christian preached at 11 AM on Sun- 
day on "What Baptists have done for the World" 
and Sunday night, "Mission Work in Arkansas." 

Eld. E. Dumas also preached at this ses- 
sion. 

The Bokhoma, OK church was dismissed 
to join a new association in Oklahoma. 

The clerk noted the report of the Commit- 
tee on Associational Missions was adopted after 
two attempts were made to amend the report. The 
report read, 

"We find much dissatisfaction among our 
churches as to methods in our mission work, we 
therefore recommend that we discard all boards 
and bosses and do our Associational Mission 
work through recommendations from our 
churches by messengers to this body. We further 
recommend that the work be done by the co-oper- 
ation of the pastors with the churches by finding 
destitute places..." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We be- 
lieve that every person should have the right to 
contribute as he purposeth in his heart, and to 
say where his contributions should go, whether 
to the Home at Texarkana or to the Home at 
Monticello." 

An offering of $6.62 was received for the 
Texarkana Home and $5.49 for the Monticello 
Home. 

The report on State Missions was neutral, 
without mentioning either state organization. 

The report on Foreign Missions was also 
neutral, but stated, "And that we send our aid if 
intended for the General Association of 
Arkansas to J. A. Scarboro, of Magnolia, or to 
Secretary of State Missions, J. T. Christian, Lit- 
tle Rock, if intended to go through the Southern 
Baptist Convention." 

35 churches were listed, with 28 actually 
sending statistical reports. They reported 16 
churches with Sunday Schools, 206 additions by 
baptism, and a total membership of 1627. 


1912 

The 1912 meeting was held with Winthrop 
Church. Eld. D. W. Hill preached the Introductory 
Sermon from Deut. 32:9-10. 

Eld. Hill was also elected as Moderator 
and M. M. Smith as Clerk. 

Two churches presented Petitionary Let- 
ters: County Avenue in Texarkana, represented 
by Eld. T. H. Carter and J. B. Sellman; New Home 
near Dierks 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders W. L. Smith, a visitor from the Ouachita 
Assoc., J. V. Vermillion, from Bodcaw of the 
Union Assoc., and T. H. Carter. 
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A resolution was passed recognizing the 
Ladies' Missionary Aid as an auxiliary to the As- 
sociation. 

A two-page report was given on Christian 
Education, primarily emphasizing the colleges 
under the Baptist State Convention. 

The State Mission report was neutral, 
without mentioning either state body. The For- 
eign Mission report was the same as the previous 
year, giving the the names of the respective trea- 
surers. 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We 
have two homes for the orphans in our State... 
that each person or church be permitted to give to 
each of the Homes as seemeth good to them." 

Bro. Griffith noted, "Though the Associa- 
tion had not completely broken with the SBC, 
they were beginning to act more and more like 
Landmark Missionary Baptists. In this meeting 
the Association passed a resolution to change the 
word ‘delegate’ to messenger wherever appearing 
in the Constitution of the Association." 

However, at the 1913 meeting the follow- 
ing resolution was offered by M. M. Smith, 

"Resolved, That the Southwest Associa- 
tion as a body co-operate with the Baptist State 
Convention Board of Arkansas along the line of 
state mission work." 

It may be the passing of this resolution 
alerted those loyal to the General Association. At 
the 1914 meeting a decisive resolution was made, 
resending the action made at the 1913 meeting, 
resulting in the withdrawal of those churches 
with loyalties to the State Convention. 

1913 

The 1913 meeting was held with Gillham 
Baptist Church. Eld. M. M. Smith preached the 
Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. John T. Christian was again a visi- 
tor. He preached on Missions from Matt. 5. Oth- 
ers preaching at this session were Elders J. T. 
Howell, J. B. Sellman, and J. T. Jones, from John 
14:1. 

The report on State Missions was dis- 
cussed by D. W. Elkins, J. R. Stapp, and J. T. 
Howell, before being adopted as presented, 

"According to the reports from the various 
churches, we find but few churches are support- 
ing state missions. According to the great com- 
mission we are not only to preach the gospel at 
home, but carry it to those who have not heard it. 
Believing that God is no respecter of persons, we 
recommend that the churches pay liberally to 
state work." 

The Orphans' Home report was neutral, 
with both homes being mentioned. 

The Publications report was read by D. W. 
Elkins. The report was amended to add the words, 
"that every church member in the State read the 
Baptist, also the Baptist Advance, newspapers." 

The Education Committee recommended: 
"That we patronize our own Christian schools lo- 
cated within the borders of our own state, such as 


Bodcaw High School in Union Co. Association, 
and Central College at Conway, and Ouachita 
College at Arkadelphia." 

Twenty churches reported a total of 118 
baptisms. 

1914 

The 1914 meeting was held with Oak Hill 
Church. Eld. A. J. Cabiness, from the Howard Co. 
Assoc., preached the Introductory Sermon. Nine- 
teen churches were represented by messengers. 

Eld. D. W. Hill was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. M. B. Hubbard as Clerk. 

A Petitionary Letter was received from the 
Ogden Church. 

On Sunday a Sunday School Mass Meet- 
ing was led by Eld. M. B. Hubbard. At 11 AM Eld. 
T. H. Carter, Texarkana "preached a real soul 
stirring and spirit filled sermon from Rom. 11:1, 
"Has God forsaken His People?" 

Elders W. D. Davis, Nashville, and J. W. 
Hodge, OK, also preached at this session. 


Official Break with the Convention 

In a carefully worded resolution, the As- 
sociation officially broke any recognition of the 
Baptist State Convention. The resolution was of- 
fered by E. T. Dumas and J. T. Yates, and was spo- 
ken to by the following brethren: E. T. Dumas, J. 
W. Hubbard, Standfield, C. H. Park, D. W. Bolton, 
T. H. Carter, A. J. Cabiness and J. T. Cowling. 

"Whereas, the word of God demands that 
we mark those who cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrines which we have learned 
and avoid them (Rom. 16:17) and commands us to 
withdraw ourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly (II Thes 3:6) and to reject all 
fractious persons. 

"Therefore, be it resolved that this body 
rescind the action of the last meeting at Gillham, 
Ark., which resolved that this Association co-op- 
erate with the Arkansas Baptist State Conven- 
tion in the Mission work, and we have had a con- 
tinual disturbance for several years over the mis- 
sion question, and as this Association is com- 
prised largely of Associational Baptists, be it re- 
solved that we will hereafter do our mission work 
through the local State and General Association, 
and whereas the word of God teaches that two 
cannot walk together except they be agreed; there- 
fore be it resolved by this body that we will not 
seat any messengers from any church who will 
not work in harmony with the principles of these 
Associations. And be it further resolved that as 
the question has been discussed from time to 
time, we will not admit of any discussion of dif- 
ferences as above mentioned, but will proceed at 
once along the lines of the Associational work as 
above mentioned." 

The report on State Missions was 
amended to include, "We ask that our pastors and 
messengers return to their churches and ask 
them to represent in our Southwestern and Gen- 
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eral Association with contributions for state, 
home and foreign missions." 

The Sunday School report stated, "The 
Sunday School is the church teaching God's 
Word. No church is fully doing its duty until it 
has a well organized Sunday School and endeav- 
oring to teach the rising generation the Word of 
God. We recommend the Land Mark Literature." 


The following churches were represented 
in this Associational meeting: County Avenue, 
DeQueen, Ashdown, Geneva, Pleasant Hill, Oak 
Hill, Brownstown, Lockesburg, Paraloma, Red 
Colony, Fairview, Corinth, Horatio, Damascus, 
New Bethel, Bogg Springs, Winthrop, Hopewell, 
New Hope, Allene, and Ogden. 

The statistical report noted the Union, 
Wilton, Gethsemane, Cerro Gordo, Mt. Carmel, 
and Spring Hill churches were not represented. 

1915 

The 1915 meeting was held with Damas- 
cus Church, between Ben Lomond and Lockes- 
burg. Eld. M. B. Hubbard preached the Introduc- 
tory Sermon. 

Eld. D. W. Hill was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. M. B. Hubbard as Clerk. 

A Petitionary Letter was received from the 
Allene Landmark Missionary Baptist Church. 

Eld. T. H. Carter was given the 11 AM hour 
on Sunday for the Orphans Home. The report on 
State Missions was also submitted by T. H. 
Carter: 

"God commanded His churches to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel. Every church 
is under the most solemn obligations to carry out 
this command to the best of its ability. 

"This Heavenly commission, for conve- 
nience sake, we have, as the churches of 


Arkansas, attempted to evangelize with the pure 
gospel our own State. The State Association of 
churches has six missionaries employed for full 
time and others for part time. They have done a 
great work, have planted several churches and 
Sunday schools, have baptized several hundred 
who have been led to Christ; but with all we have 
been able to do, we have hardly touched the great 
destitution in the State. 

"Let us pray and give, that more laborers 
may go out into the fields already white to har- 
vest. We recommend that every church in this 
Association take a collection for State Missions 
and send to Bro. Hill, who is one of our mission- 
aries, or Bro. I. A. Smith, the treasurer for this 
great work." 


The Orphans' Home report stated: 

"We have two homes in Arkansas with two 
hundred inmates. The Land Mark Baptists estab- 
lished the Texarkana home 8 years ago... 

"One year ago last February the old or first 
home was burned, with a great deal of its furni- 
ture. We have built a new home and furnished it 
at a cost of over $10,000... 

"With new buildings, outbuildings, stock, 
and land, our home is worth $20,000. We owe on 
the new building and running expense about 
$2,500, which will be due by the first of January, 
LOLS: 

"We now have 29 children in the home, 
with 9 more approved for entrance." 

The Literature Report recommended "that 
each church use Land Mark literature for Sunday 
schools and that each member subscribe for The 
Baptist and Commoner. " 

The following thirteen churches were rep- 
resented in 1915: 


Church County Pastor 

County Avenue Miller Pole Carter 
Allene Little River M. B. Hubbard 
Hopewell Little River M. B. Hubbard 
Winthrop Little River D. W. Hill 

Oak Hill Sevier E. T. Dumas 
New Prospect Sevier E. T. Dumas 
Damascus Sevier E. T. Dumas 
Pleasant Hill E. T. Dumas R. W. Faulkner 
Fairview Sevier fC. lolbert 
Red Colony Sevier Z. T. Cannon 
Valley Sevier S. J. McCarrell 
Caney Little River 


Spring Hill 


Little River 


Clerk Post Office mbr 
Dove Elkins Texarkana 85 
Willie Reed Alleene LZ. 
E..S.: Pickett Millwood o2 
Addie Morgan Winthrop 57. 
J. D. Truelove Horatio 47 
Walter Cowling Corn Hill 66 
Bert Holt Lockesburg aT 
Lockesburg 85 
George Burns DeQueen 35 
C. F. Proctor Milford 39 
P. L. Brewer; DeQueen 60 
Miss McClinton, Jewell 20 


Miss Irene Kirk 


Cerro Gordo 


Old Union Missionary Baptist Church 
Lockesburg 
Old Union MBC was organized sometime 
between 1850 and 1854. Most of the old records 
have been lost or destroyed by fire. However, a 
record for 1854 indicates a membership of 20. 
Earlier members were Sis. Emma Kirk 
Thomas, Sis. Mary McWhorter, Sis. Adelia 


Johnson, Sis. Annie Denson, Bro. Fred Cannon, 
Sis. Mary Stacy, Sis. Kate Cox, Bro. Robbie Har- 
grove, Bro. Ras Upton, Sis. Lou Tollet, Bro. J. R. 
Holcombe, Bro. J. W. Williams, Bro. J. E. Stacy, 
Sis. Ella Near, Bro. J. A. Cox, Bro. Lee Richard- 
son, Sis. Maggie Richardson, and Sis. Minnie 
Stacy Pickett. 

Early ministers included Elders D. M. 
Cochram, Thomas Delaney, W. M. Greenlee, E. 
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Merrill, J. H. Denson, A. B. Masters, J. W. Wilson, 
James Westbrook, T. B. Benson, John 
McWhorter, D. W. Elkins, Jack Cannon, J. M. 
Holman, J. M. Holmon, W. A. Jones, Edgar 
Heather, Otis Mills, George White, Rymon Wilson, 
and J. T. Hill. 

During the '50s and '60s the church strug- 
gled to survive... Then in 1972 Bro. James Gath- 
right was called as pastor... During his ministry 
the church was revived; the membership greatly 
increased and a beautiful auditorium was erected. 
The building now used for a fellowship hall was 
the main meeting place for around a century. Its 
exact age is unknown, but the records show that a 
committee was elected in 1895 to dispose of the 
old church building. 


Pleasant Hill # 1 Missionary 


Baptist Church, Lockesburg 

Pleasant Hill MBC was organized Oct. 25, 
1858, with six charter members. 

A picture of the remains of the first build- 
ing was included in the 1981 history of the Asso- 
ciation. The building was located in Sevier Co., at 
Provo. It is sometimes referred to as "The Old 
McHorse Church," because it was organized and 
built by John W. McHorse. J. W. McHorse was or- 
dained by the New Home Baptist Church, July 8, 
1858. 


County Avenue Baptist Church 
Texarkana 

County Avenue was organized on or before 
March 8, 1871. In the early months of 1871, a 
group of Baptists and Methodists assembled at 
Bogg Springs, in an effort to locate and secure a 
building in which they could worship in 
Texarkana. At the meeting three acres of land 
were donated to the group. They erected a meeting 
house known as Union Church, with both 
churches holding services in the building. The 
Wooten Springs Cemetery, located directly north 
of Springlake Park School, was the original site 
of Union Church. 

The Baptists purchased a five acre tract on 
County Ave. in 1886. from Mr. and Mrs. L.C. 
Bramble. The church was then known as Mt. 
Pisgah Baptist. Construction on a building was 
started soon after. However, it was in 1907 that 
windows were installed and the building com- 
pleted. In 1917 the name was changed to County 
Avenue. 

The second building was constructed on 
the SW corner, with the front door in the SW cor- 
ner of the building with the entrance from 
County Ave. This stucco building was approxi- 
mately 50 X 50 with no classrooms. About 1930 a 
two-story classroom annex was added. 

It was decided in 1945 to remove the old 
stucco building and erect a larger structure on the 
corner of 36th St. and County Ave. The building 
was completed in 1946 and is still used for class- 


rooms and a fellowship hall. Later a two-story 
educational annex was added. The present sanc- 
tuary seating 600 was completed in 1975. 

Early pastors include Elders Simmons, 
Bell, Rachell, Glover, M.P. Matheny, Ben M. Bog- 
ard, T.H. Carter, B.J. Smith, D.N. Jackson and 
Steve Thomas. 

Most of the Baptist churches in and 
around Texarkana, are a direct or indirect result 
of the mission spirit of County Avenue. 


New Prospect Missionary 
Baptist Church, Lockesburg 


New Prospect MBC was organized before 
1875. A membership roll was brought up to date 
in 1886, wherein mention was made of the 
church clerk, Elijah Hubbard, who had served for 
the 8 years prior to his death... Mrs. Hubbard at- 
tended church at New Prospect as a child, and her 
father, Uncle Ben Zachary, was a deacon. 

New Prospect was a charter member of the 
Southwestern Association. The community cov- 
ered a large area, and the Brownstown Church, 
known then as Mt. Calvary, probably was the 
mother church. 

Sometime before 1900, the building for 
New Prospect burned. New Prospect and Wrights 
Chapel Methodist church agreed to jointly con- 
struct a building on the Baptist property. The 
Methodist church disbanded about 1930. 

A second church building burned in 
February of 1954 on Sunday morning during 
Sunday School time. A new building was started 
in April and completed in May. Two additions 
have been made to this building, and all the 
buildings have been bricked. Further improve- 
ments were made in 1992. 

Early pastors included Elders Strickland, 
Tate Durloney, Hubbard, Marshall, Dumas, 
Epton, Rankin, Beggs, Snead, Fox, Tate, McGaha, 
Hill, Terry, Ayers and Eisenhower. 


Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church 


Ashdown 

Hopewell MBC was organized sometime in 
the 1870's or before, with a Millwood Post Office 
address. The organizational presbytery was J.B. 
Blackerby, B.F. Renfro, Jim Henderson, Frank 
Wilkerson and Dr. Parker. No record is available 
of the exact date or the charter members. The 
Minute for Sep., 1881, includes instructions for 
the messengers to the Red River Association to re- 
quest dismissal to help organize the 
Southwestern Association. 

The church is located .5 mile south of the 
Millwood Lake dam, just off Hwy. 32, east of 
Ashdown. The church was originally deeded five 
acres of land, to be used by the church and the 
Blackerby Cemetery. The deed is simply made out 
to "the Missionary Baptists." Some say the 
church was once called Blackerby, same as the 
adjacent cemetery. 
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The church house was destroyed by a tor- 
nado in 1934. At that time the church and school 
shared the same building. The church was rebuilt 
shortly after. Two additions have been made. 

Early pastors include Elders Rex Mc- 
Clung, W.T. Bracy, W.R. Brown, Cabiness, D.N. 
Jackson, May, A.T. Ward, Simmons, Millinder, 
and Lee Tindell. 


Damascus Missionary Baptist Church 
Lockesburg 
Damascus MBC was organized on Oct. 4, 
1885, with eight charter members. The organiza- 
tional presbytery was composed of Eld. J. H. 
Denson and Eld. M. M. Cochran. 


Holly Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
Dierks 

Holly Creek MBC was organized in June of 
1889. The presbytery was composed of Elders T.H. 
Westbrook and T.IJ. Lumpkin and deacons I.H. 
Rivers and P.R. Littlefield. 

The charter members were J.J. Bryant, 
Sis. E. Bryant, and Parthena Stinson. J.E. Bean, 
M.A. Willingham, Ann Cook and S.E. Gammill 
were received in view of letters. 

Eld. T.H. Westbrook was the first pastor 
and J.E. Bean was the first clerk. 

Other pastors have included Elders L.M. 
Compton, J.A. Westbrook, P.R. Littlefield, W.A. 
Turnage,” LiM: Webb,” H.-L? McCarroll, J2M; 
Copeland, William Allen, L.M. Keeling, Elkins, 
Dumas, and J.A. Turner. 

The church was first located in a little 
house on the banks of Holly Creek in West 
Howard Co., near where the Johnny Moore place 
is now situated. . Then the church was moved toa 
location on Missouri Ave., which was sold to the 
Dierks ‘School District? on” Dec. 67> 1945. The 
church reserved to use of the buildings until the 
church could relocate and build a building. 

The present building was erected in 1948. 
A new foyer and classrooms were added to the 
front in 1975. The Fellowship Hall was dedicated 
on June 8, 1975 and expanded to add three new 
rooms in Oct. 1990. 

The house and lot north of the present au- 
ditorium were purchased, and in August, 1993, 
the church voted to build a new auditorium on 
this location. 

In Nov., 1982, the church voted to sponsor 
the McArdle Road Baptist Mission in Corpus 
Christi. Lx. 


Geneva Missionary Baptist Church 
DeQueen 
Geneva MBC was organized during a re- 
vival being conducted under a brush arbor in the 
community of Hortense, Sep. 4, 1906. The arbor 
was set up on a triangular plot of ground between 
the road and the DeQueen and Eastern Railroad. 


The church was organized with twelve 
charter members, but by the end of the revival 
twenty-nine had joined by baptism. They were 
baptized in the Cossatot River. 


Emmanuel Missionary Baptist Church 
Cove 

Emmanuel MBC was organized Dec. 19, 
1925, under the leadership of Eld. A.T. Wilson, 
Missionary of the Southwestern Association. 
The seven charter members were Bro. G.R. Price, 
Bro. J.M. Hays, Bro. Lee Turner, Sis. Nettie Price, 
Sis. Leona Turner, Sis. Emer Blackburn, and Sis. 
Tressie Turner. 

A church had previously existed at the 
same location. The first building was built in Oc- 
tober, 1922. They ceased conducting services in 
1924. 

In Dec., 1949 a new building was con- 
structed. In Dec. of 1988 a new addition to the 
building was completed. 

Other early pastors included Elders Birge, 
Ed Dumas, J.A. Turner, Loyd Clark, G.R. Thomas, 
and Oley Rivers. 


Bethel Missionary Baptist Church 
Texarkana 

Bethel MBC was organized Sep. 22, 1946. 
The church organized with 34 charter members, 
including three ordained deacons and two or- 
dained ministers. 

Bro. E.C. Gillentine served as Moderator, 
Bro. A.L. Patterson read the Articles of Faith and 
the Church Covenant. 

Bro. J.C. Dodd and E.F. Jones were recog- 
nized as ordained ministers. S.E. Talbert, H.G. 
Collins, Merrel Thomas and H.A. Montgomery 
were recognized as deacons. 

On Nov. 10, 1946 the church voted to buy 
property at 15th St. and Grand Ave. The church 
held the first services in the new building on July 
5, 1947. The church is still in the same location. 


Beverly Missionary Baptist Church 
Texarkana, TX 

Beverly MBC was organized July 18, 1947, 
with eleven charter members. They were orga- 
nized in a chicken house which the people rented 
for $15.00 per month. They purchased the prop- 
erty on Richmond Road in Oct., 1947. 

Property has been purchased north of In- 
terstate 30, and the church plans to build and 
move to this location. 


Unity Missionary Baptist Church 
Texarkana, TX 
Unity MBC was organized Sep. 9, 1948, 
with 83 charter members, with letters from Cen- 
tral Baptist Church. 
Bro. I.K. Cross served as Moderator. Bro. 
M.F. Downing was elected as the first pastor. 
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The church met in the Miller Co. Court- 
house until they moved into a new brick building 
in 1949. The church is located at 27th and Texas 
Blvd. on the Texas side. An educational building 
was added in the 1950's, and additional property 
was purchased in 1986 which was remodeled into 
a fellowship building and offices. The sanctuary 
was remodeled beginning in 1988 and completed 
the next year. 

The first parsonage was located at 2929 
Pecan, and the second at 2410 Texas Blvd. The 
present parsonage at 3507 Robin Hood Lane was 
purchased in 1960. 

In addition to Bro. Downing, other pas- 
tors of Unity include Brethren L. H. Owen, 
Clarence Williams, Lynn McBryde, Eugene L. 
Tarter, Claude A. Walker, and John B. Bryant. 

Unity sponsored the Landmark Mission 
for a period of six years, and purchased the Ver- 
nal St. property in 1965. The church was orga- 
nized in 1969 as Landmark MBC. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Lockesburg 
Calvary MBC was organized in 1948 with 
eight charter members. 


Memorial Missionary Baptist Church 
DeQueen 

Memorial MBC was organized Nov. 12, 
1950, with 23 charter members: Floyd and Ten- 
nie Weaver, Reader Dumas, Beulah Emerson, Bro. 
and Sis. Hal Jones, Jessie Rene Jones, Louis and 
Leona Caplinger, Frances Goode, J. Bland Holt, 
Sis. Hercel Ward, Glenda Moffitt, Espa and Hattie 
McDonaldson, Leatha Marie Fuller, Jeff and 
Nettie Atterberry, George and Ruby Garner, 
Luther Fuller, Lawrence Wright, and Neldean 
Murphy. Bro. Bland Holt was the first deacon. 

Bro. W. H. Snead, missionary of the 
Southwestern Association, led in the organiza- 
tion and continued as missionary pastor for sev- 
eral months. 

In Jan., 1951 a lot was purchased on Bal- 
lard St. A two-room school building was pur- 
chased and moved on the property. In 1954 land 
was purchased at 318 North Lakeside Drive and a 
tile building was constructed. 

In Nov., 1951 the church called a full- 
time pastor, Bro. W. J. Taylor. Other pastors in- 
clude S.L. Tidwell, Charles Helms, Euel Bowen, 
John Armstrong, James Crawford, Guy L. Culver, 
Vernon Bass, and Joe Carlton, from 1982 to the 
present. 


Bethel Missionary Baptist Church 
Ashdown 
Bethel MBC was organized Sep. 17, 1952, 
in the Wallace Community, about four miles east 
of Foreman, at the close of a tent revival con- 
ducted by W. H. Snead, missionary of the South- 


western Baptist Assoc. The church was organized 
with 11 charter members. 

A few years later the church voted to move 
to Ashdown, and on May 22, 1959, they moved 
their small frame building to the present loca- 
tion. A new auditorium was erected in 1960 with 
more classrooms being added in 1964. Another 
new auditorium was completed in February, 
1976. 

In April, 1971, the church called a full- 
time pastor, Bro. Jackie Adams. Other pastors 
include W. H. Snead, W. W. Northcutt, Alvin 
Rester, Homer Henry, Wallace Bailey, A. W. Jew- 
ell, Bill Jordan, Calvin Francis, J. B. Powers 
(Interim), from 1952 to the present. 


Lowell Street Missionary 


Baptist Church, Texarkana 

Lowell Street MBC was organized Dec. 11, 
1955. Bro. W. H. Snead, missionary pastor of 
Beverly Baptist Church, was contacted by a group 
of people interested in forming the church. The 
church was organized with 22 charter members, 
but left the charter open while Bro. Snead 
preached each evening for a week. At the end of 
the week of services the membership had grown 
to 30. 

Bro. O. H. Griffith, who was Editor-in- 
Chief of ABA publications agreed to preach for 
the church for a "few months, until they could 
call a pastor who could give them more time." 
Those few months stretched into twenty-six 
years. 

The original building was a small, old 
store building. By March, 1956, the church 
bought the Tennessee Baptist Church building 
and moved it to the property. It had three Sunday 
School rooms. The building was bricked in 1960, 
and the old store building was moved to the back 
for a fellowship hall. New Sunday School rooms 
were added to the main building. 

In 1980 the church purchased a parsonage 
located at 2915 Forrest Street. 

Other pastors were Brethren Shelton 
Rogers, David Cook, Calvin Francis and Lynn 
McBride. 


Westlawn Missionary Baptist Church 
Texarkana, TX 

Westlawn MBC was organized Feb. 17, 
1963. The church was begun as a mission from 
County Avenue and the churches of the South- 
western Association. After several months as a 
mission, the church was organized with 77 char- 
ter members. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Texarkana 
Landmark MBC began in 1963 as a Bible 
study in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Har- 
ris, members of Unity Baptist Church. The inter- 
est was such that Unity began sponsorship of the 
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group as a mission. The mission was assisted in 
the teaching ministry by Brethren A. L. Patter- 
son, a member of Unity, and Clarence Williams, 
pastor of Unity. 

Unity Church purchased the Vernal St. 
property in 1961. The mission was organized into 
a church on Oct. 5, 1969 with 64 charter mem- 
bers. 


Liberty Missionary Baptist Church 
Texarkana, TX 

Liberty MBC was begun Feb. 26, 1967 asa 
mission effort of the Missionary Baptist 
Churches of Texarkana, and was later endorsed 
by the Southwestern Association. It was under 
the direct sponsorship of County Avenue Church, 
with Bro. James H. Kesner as missionary pastor. 
During that time a building was erected at the 
present location. 

The mission was organized into a church 
on Sep. 19, 1972 with 45 charter members. 


10. H. Griffith, Southwestern Baptist Association, 
1881-1981, p. 9. 
20. H. Griffith, p. 14 
3Eld. Mathews was listed as pastor of the Wilton and 
Winthrop churches, both in Little River Co. A Little 
Rock address was given. He was also listed as pastor 
of the Mt. Zion Church in 1902, which was located on 
property presently occupied by the Missionary 
Baptist Seminary. 
4}, N. Hall and Ben. M. Bogard had consolodated 
their interests in the Baptist Publishing Co. How- 
ever, the title to the paper plant had not been turned 
over to the new company at Hall's death. An expla- 
nation of these circumstances may be found in Life and 
Works of Ben Marcus Bogard, Payne and Foreman, II, 
pP- 201-202. 

O. H. Griffith, p. 26. 
6 As will be seen in the minute for 1908, Eld. J. W. Sims 
was the first treasurer of the Texarkana Baptist 
Orphans' Home. 
71910 Minute, p. 53. 


Stevens Creek Association 


Minutes of the Dissolution of the Central and Velvet Ridge Baptist Associations 
and the Organization of the Stevens Creek Association 


PROCEEDINGS 

Pursuant to an adjournment of the Cen- 
tral Missionary Baptist Association, at Shady 
Grove Church, White county, Arkansas, on Sat- 
urday, September 26, 1891, and the Velvet Ridge 
Association, at Union Hill Church, Jackson, 
county, on Saturday October 10, 1891, the two As- 
sociations met at Providence Church, White 
county, Arkansas, November 14, 1891 for the 
purpose of consolidating, or forming a new Asso- 
ciation, having taken the proper steps, and given 
legal notice to all the churches, belonging to said 
Associations, and the same being approved by the 
Churches. 

After singing and prayer by Rev. J. J. 
Stevens, W. M. Owen, moderator of the Central 
Association, called the house to order. J. W. Pol- 
lard, clerk of the Central Association, read min- 
utes of the adjourned meetings of the associa- 
tions; minutes adopted as read. Roll of messen- 
gers called; quorum present. By move and second 
both associations disbanded, and met in conven- 
tion for the purpose of organizing a new associa- 
tion by electing Rev. W. M. Owen, moderator, and 
J. W. Pollard, clerk pro-temp. The organization 
proceeded as follows: 

The clerk called the churches of the old 
Central Association and the following re- 
sponded, the messengers therefrom enrolled as 
follows: 

Salem - J. J. Stevens, Josiah Hoffman 

Providence - J. J. McDanell, Sam Arnold 

Shady Grove - W. M. Owen 

Holly Springs - J. W. Pollard, W. S. Jowers 

Harvey's Chapel - J. M. Norton, Allen Gen- 
try 

Churches from the old Velvet Ridge Asso- 
ciation called: 

Union Hill - G. W. Fraser, G. W. Scoggins 

Independence - W. B. Morgan, W. S. Scog- 
gins, W. J. Westmoreland 


After which the articles of faith, Constitu- 
tion, Rules of Decorum of the old Central Associ- 
ation were read and adopted. 

On motion, the following resolutions were 
adopted: 

Resolved, 1st, That this association shall 
be known as the Stevens Creek Association. 

2nd, That the next session of this body 
shall meet on Saturday before the third Sunday 
in October, 1892. 

The Association then proceeded to per- 
manent organization, by the election of the fol- 
lowing officers: 


Moderator, Rev. W. M. Owen; Clerk and 
Treasurer, J. W. Pollard. 

A call was made for petitionary letters 
and Bethel Church responded and was, on mo- 
tion, received into the association, and the hand 
of fellowship extended to the messengers, Thos. 
Hudson, T. P. Jones, Felix Boyce. 

Independence Church, Jackson county, 
was selected as the place of holding the next meet- 
ing of the association. 

The following corresponding messengers 
were appointed to sister associations: 

Carolina - Thos. Hudson, J. J. Stevens 

Independence - J. J. Stevens, G. W. Scog- 
gins 

Little Red River - J. W. Pollard, J. J. Mc- 
Daniel 

Resolved, That the clerk of this associa- 
tion superintend the printing of minutes and dis- 
tribute pro-rata according to money sent by the 
churches. 

Resolved, That the clerk prepare a form of 
church letter to the association for the conve- 
nience of the church clerks and have the same 
printed in the minute of this association, and 
each church clerk is hereby requested to copy 
from the same in making their annual report to 
the association. 

On motion the association went into an 
election for someone to preach the Introductory 
Discourse at the next session of this body, which 
resulted in the election of Rev. S. B. Vick. Rev. W. 
M. Owen was selected as alternate. 

After singing a hymn, and the messengers 
extended the parting hand to the other, the asso- 
ciation adjourned to meet with Independence 
Church, Jackson county, on Saturday before the 
third Sunday in October, 1892. 

Benediction by Rev. W. M. Owen. 

J. W. Pollard, clerk 


Churches represented at the first session: 

Salem, Judsonia; messengers J. J. 
Stevens, Josiah Hoffman, J. H. Hoffman; pastor 
William Crutchfield; clerk L. D. N. Huff, 36 mem- 
bers 

Providence, Clear Water; messengers J. J. 
McDanell, Sam Arnold; pastor W. M. Owen; clerk 
J. C. Humphries, 19 members 

Shady Grove, Bald Knob; messengers W. 
M. Owen, Sam Gruthrey, J. H. Prince; pastor J. J. 
Stevens; clerk H. O. Edwards, 13 members 

Holly Springs, Clay; messengers J. W. Pol- 
lard, W. M. Jowers, W. S. Griffin; pastor J. J. 
Stevens; clerk J. W. Pollard, 50 members 
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Harvey's Chapel, Searcy; messengers 
Allen Gentry, J. M. Norton; pastor W. A. Crutch- 
field; clerk J. M. Wyatt; 19 members 

Union Hill, Denmark; messengers G. W. 
Fraser, G. W. Scoggin; pastor Don Reddit; clerk G. 
W. Scoggins; 47 members 

Independence, Denmark; messengers W. 
H. Morgan, W. M. Scoggin, W. J. Westmoreland; 
pastor J. D. Whitlow; clerk G. W. Goad, 33 mem- 
bers 

Bethel, Russell; messengers T. P. Jones, 
Felix Boyce, Thos. Hudson; pastor Thos. Hudson; 
clerk T. P. Jones, 22 members 

Ordained ministers were Thomas Hutson, 
Russell; James J. Goad, Bradford; S. B. Vick, 
Bradford; W. M. Owen, Bald Knob; W. S. Griffin, 
Judsonia; J. J. Stevens, Judsonia; W. H. Middle- 
ton, Pleasant Plains; W. A. Crutchfield, Garner; 
and Don Reddit, Oil Trough. 

Licentiates were J. A. J. Fraser, Denmark; 
J. L. Ganet, Searcy; Wm. Barner, Little Red; and 
Geo. Joiner, Little Red. 


William M. Owen 

William M. Owen was born in Fayette Co., 
TN, on Oct. 29, 1839. He came to Arkansas before 
the Civil War, and served in the Third Arkansas 
Cavalry. He was taken prisoner, and held for four 
months. 

He joined a Missionary Baptist Church in 
1867, was licensed to preach in 1877, and was or- 
dained in 1878. He was instrumental in organiz- 
ing a number of new churches, among them the 
one at Bald Knob. 

He was the first moderator of the Stevens 
Creek Assoc. Prior to that time he had been mod- 
erator of the Central Association. 


1892 

The 1892 meeting was held with Indepen- 
dence Church, Jackson, Coy Eld. S. B..,Viek 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Isa. 
Dsohl, 

Eld. J. J. Goad was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. Pollard was elected as Clerk. 

The following churches presented peti- 
tionary letters: 

Oil Trough Church, represented by W. E. 
Newson and J. W. Outlaw, and Philadelphia 
Church, represented by T. R. Middleton and J. W. 
Henderson 

Corresponding messengers from the Caro- 
line and Independence Associations were seated. 

Preaching at this session were Elders T. R. 
Middleton from Matt. 25:34, J. J. Stevens from I 
Tim. 4:15, Wahoof from John 28:36, and J. J. 
Stevens from Heb. 2:1-2. 

The following query was presented, and 
later tabled, "If God, foreknew all things from the 
foundation of the world, and that He created Man 
pure and holy, in his own image and for his own 
glory and honor, why did he endow Man with the 
power or privilege to violate his law and fall from 
that pure state in which he was created?" 


In the 1894 session, the Association pro- 
vided this answer: "We admit that God created 
man pure and holy, and for his own honor and 
glory, and that man did fall from that pure state 
in which he was by nature created, but why he 
gave man the power to violate his laws is beyond 
our knowledge, and we would advise our churches 
to set aside all such questions and study more 
practical and profitable questions." 

1893 

The 1893 meeting was held with Oil 
Trough Church, Independence Co. Eld. W. H. 
Middleton preached the Introductory Sermon 
from Matt. 28:18-20. 

Eld. J. J. Stevens was elected as Moderator 
and J. W. Pollard as Clerk. 

Visitors included Eld. R. C. Medaris, State 
Sunday School Secretary and Evangelist. Eld. 
Medaris asked the Association to endorse the 
appointment of a State Sunday School and Bible 
Board and their election of a Corresponding 
Secretary and Evangelist. 

Eld. Medaris preached at 11 AM on Satur- 
day from Psalm 126:5-6. Eld. W. H. Crutchfield 
preached at 8 PM on Saturday from Heb. 2:3. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to the Independence, Little Red River, and 
Caroline Associations. 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools re- 
ported, "We find that there is a great deficiency in 
the Sunday School work in most of our churches, 
therefore we recommend that the brethren go to 
work at once to build up a Sunday School inter- 
CSU. a 

The Committee on Religious Publications 
stated, "we think fidelity to our own state enter- 
prise, as a denomination, demand that we give 
our most hearty support to the Arkansas Baptist, 
so ably edited by Rev. W. A. Clark, at Little Rock." 

Elders W. H. Middleton and W. A. Crutch- 
field listed Searcy addresses; S. B. Vick and J. J. 
Goad gave Bradford addresses; J. S. Griffin and J. 
J. Stevens gave Judsonia addresses 


1894 

The 1894 meeting was held with Harvey's 
Chapel Church, White Co. The Introductory Ser- 
mon was delivered by Eld. J. S. Thomas, a visit- 
ing minister. 

Eld. James J. Goad was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. W. Pollard as Clerk 

The Committee on Devotional Exercises 
appointed Eld. B. H. Lumpkins, another visiting 
minister, to preach on Saturday night. Eld. J. S. 
Thomas was scheduled for 11 AM on Sunday, but 
no service was held "owing to the inclemency of 
the weather..." Eld. D. L. Redditt, Oil Trough, 
preached Sunday night. 

J. W. Pollard recommended the following 
addition to the Sabbath Schools report: "I would 
recommend that every church maintain an ever- 
green Sunday school, and if an opportunity can 
be used, organize and maintain a mission school 
as well...1 would recommend that all our Sunday 
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Schools buy and use the literature of our denom- 
inational publishing houses and none other." 


The cost for printing 300 copies of the 
1893 Minute was $12.00. 


1895 

The 1895 meeting was held with Provi- 
dence Church. Eld. James J. Goad preached the 
Introductory Sermon. 

Eld. W. M. Owen was elected as Moderator 
and Lee Robbins as Clerk. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 

Doyles Chapel, Bradford: J. W. Wade, 
James George 

Russell, Russell: R. F. Reid 

Pleasant Plains-R. H. Hammond, A. J. 
Johnson, P. L. Blankenship 

Mt. Pleasant, Denmark: R. W. Hardin, W. 
C. Mack, James Westmoreland 

Holly Springs, Little Red: J. L. Trentham, 
A. D. Jeems, G. N. Joyner 

Mt. Hope, Clay: W. M. Tucker, F. M. Mod- 
lin 

Also preaching were Elders J. J. Goad 
from Luke 22:31-32, R. V. Gray from II Pet. 3:9, S. 
B. Vick from Acts 10:42, J. G. Doyle from John 
4:11, and again on Monday, text not given. 

The Committee on Missions reported that 
Eld. S. B. Vick was employed as a Missionary to 
preach in the bounds of this Association for a 
term of six months at $1.00 per day for the time 
actually engaged. Eld. Vick reported thirty-three 
days of service. 

The Obituary Committee reported the 
death of Eld. W. S. Griffin, who departed this life 
Nov. 13, 1894. He was born in North Carolina in 
1808. He professed the religion of Christ in his 
16th year, united himself with the Missionary 
Baptist Church and began his ministerial life at 
the age of 23. He was regularly engaged in his 
ministerial duties up to the last few years of his 
life, but his love for his Master was so great and 
his desire for the salvation of souls so strong that 
he continued to preach the gospel as long as his 
health would permit. 

1896 

The 1896 meeting was held with Indepen- 
dence Church. The Introductory Sermon was 
preached by Eld. A. A. Andrus, White River Valley 
Assoc., from Mark 16:15-16. 

Eld. James J. Goad was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. W. Wade as Clerk and Treasurer. 

Corresponding messengers from the Caro- 
line and White River Valley Associations were 
seated. 

Others preaching included Elders B. H. 
Lumpkins from Luke 9:23, H. C. Bickers from 
Acts 16:23, and W. P. Kime, Caroline Assoc., from 
Matt. 9:37-38. 

Eld. B. H. Lumpkin was elected as delegate 
to the State Convention. 

The State Missions Committee reported, 
"God has blessed this department of our missions 
so abundantly, in spite of all mistakes, until 


there is scarcely a county seat where the voice of a 
Baptist preacher is not heard." 

The Sunday School Committee reported, 
"In the last year Bro. Kime has done some won- 
derful work in Arkansas. He has organized many 
Sunday schools and churches besides preaching 
in many places, baptizing and converting many." 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported, 
"We are glad to answer that the Baptists of 
Arkansas have a splendid home now almost 
completed at Monticello, Ark. Miss. Hanna Hy- 
atte, with a few family relatives and friends have 
given most liberally of both property and time to 
promote this noble enterprise." 


1897 
The 1897 meeting was held with Holly 
Springs Church No. 1. Eld. James J. Goad 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Matt. 
28:19-20. 
Ten churches were represented by mes- 
sengers. 
Eld. James J. Goad was elected as Modera- 
tor and J. W. Wade as Clerk. 
Reports were given on Prayer Meetings, 
Home Destitution, Ministerial Education, Obitu- 
aries, Sunday Schools, Foreign Missions, Tem- 
perance, Orphans' Home, and Finances. 
1898 
The 1898 meeting was held with Bradford 
Baptist Church. Eld. J. B. Whitlow preached the 
introductory sermon. 
Elder James Goad was elected as Modera- 
tor, and G. H. Davis as Clerk. 
Churches represented by messenger and 
letter were: 
Mt. Pleasant - W. C. Mack, J. M. West- 
moreland 
Bradford - J. P. Piker, G. H. Davis 
Union Hill - J. W. Pollard, W. R. Ford 
Independence - W. B. Morgan, W. H. Camp- 
bell 
Providence - by letter 
Mt. Hope - by letter 
Russell - E. M. Barnes 
Salem - G. M. Murphree 


There were no petitionary letters, and 
only one corresponding messenger, J. P. Tate 
from the White River Valley Association. Corre- 
sponding delegates were appointed to the White 
River Valley, Red River, Blue Mountain, and In- 
dependence Associations. 

Elder James J. Goad preached Friday 
night. The 11 a.m. Saturday message was brought 
by S. H. Campbell, a visitor from Ouachita. 

The Appointed Committees to submit re- 
ports included: Prayer Meeting, Home Destitu- 
tion, Sunday School's, Foreign Missions, Obitu- 
ary, Temperance, Orphans' Home, Finance, and 
Publications. The Publications report recom- 
mended "The American Baptist, The Arkansas 
Baptist and all sound Baptist literature not in 
touch with Whitsittism." The Education Report 
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mentioned Ouachita Baptist College and also a 


Baptist College at Mountain Home in Baxter 
County. 


Church Post Office Pastor 
Bradford Bradford A. A. Andrus 
Russell Russell J. B. Whitlow 
Independence Denmark H. C. Bickers 
Providence Clearwater R. F. Middleton 
Mt. Pleasant Bradford S. B. Vick 
Union Hill Denmark 
Mt. Hope Clay R. F. Middleton 
Salem Judsonia G. M. Joyner 
Holly Springs # 1 
Holly Springs # 2 
Fellowship 
Plateau 
Pleasant Plains 

1899 


The 1899 meeting was held with Mount 
Pleasant Church, Bradford. Eld. James J. Goad 
preached the Introductory Sermon from Luke 
22223. 

Eld. R. T. Middleton was elected as Mod- 
erator and G. H. Davis as Clerk. 

Others preaching included Elders S. B. 
Vick, R. T. Middleton, and James J. Goad. 

Corresponding messengers were ap- 
pointed to attend the White River Valley, Red 
River, Independence, and Caroline Associations. 

1900 

The 1900 meeting was held with Mt. Hope 
Church, near Dewey Post Office, White Co. The In- 
troductory Sermon was preached by Eld. G. N. 
Joyner from II Cor. 2:17. 

Eld. R. T. Middleton was elected as Moder- 
ator and L. Ray as Clerk. 

Eld. R. L. Lafferty registered as a corre- 
sponding messenger from Red River Association. 
He also preached on Friday night and Sunday 
night. 

Eld. Yarbrough from Heber preached Sat- 
urday night and Sunday at 11 AM. 


1901 

The 1901 meeting was held with Union 
Hill Church, Denmark. Eld. S. B. Vick preached 
the Introductory Sermon from Phil. 3:13-14. 

Eld. S. B. Vick was elected as Moderator 
and L. Ray as Clerk. 

The Foreign Missions report stated, "Our 
Home Board is prosecuting its work with increas- 
ing vigor in the territory of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and sends the gospel throughout this 
field according to the means placed in its hands." 

The Orphans' Home report stated, "We are 
glad to recommend the Orphans' Home at Monti- 
cello, Ark., and do hope the Baptists of Stevens 
Creek Association will do what they can to make 
it a happy home...and that the various 
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The following Statistics were listed: 


Clerk M'brs SS Enr 
J. W. Wade 30 90 
E. M. Barnes 28 
G. W. Goad 50 
L. Robbins 42 2 
W. C. Mack 46 30 
J. W. Pollard oo 
J. D. Tucker DS) 43 
A. F. Edward 49 


delegates of this body urge their churches to aid 
said Home." 

Mt. Hope Church (Dewey) asked for a letter 
of dismission to join the Little Red River Associa- 
tion. Plateau Church has disbanded. 

1902 

The 1902 meeting was held with Salem 
Church, Judsonia. 

Eld. G. N. Joyner was elected as moderator 
and L. Ray was continued as clerk and treasurer. 

Churches and messengers were: 

Providence - J. C. Humphries, L. H. Kearns 

Holly Springs # 2 - W. W. Burns, J. A. 
Smith 

Salem - J. J. Stevens, Steve Hoffman, W. 
G. Edwards 

Bradford - J. W. Wade, J. P. Piker 

Union Hill - W. R. Ford 


The report on State Missions, submitted 
by W. M. Hicks and B. F. Holford shows the Asso- 
ciation was not in sympathy with the State Con- 
vention. The Committee on State Missions re- 
ported: "Owing to the centralizing tendencies and 
extravagances of the present management of the 
State Mission work, we withhold our support 
from the same, and we endorse the General Asso- 
ciation through which we do our mission work. 

Resolved, that we believe local churches 
are the highest ecclesiastical bodies mentioned 
in the bible, and that such churches have a right 
to instruct messengers on any subject that may be 
considered by any association or convention. We 
recommend that every church be asked to con- 
tribute of the means to the support of State Mis- 
sions." 

Prior to this report, State Missions was 
not included in the usual lists of reports. 

The committee on Ministerial Education 
stated, "We recommend genuine Baptist Colleges 
only." J. M. Hicks and J. W. Wade submitted this 
report. 

Friday night W. J. Bolding and R. V. Gray 
preached, Saturday night Eld. Ed Cullum 
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preached, and apparently on Sunday, Bro. Hold- 
ford and Bro. Hicks preached. 

Corresponding messengers were elected to 
the White River Valley, Caroline, Little Red River, 
and Independence Associations. 

1903 

The 1903 meeting was with Holly Springs 
#2. Eld. James J. Goad, son of Eld. John Goad, 
was elected as moderator, and L. Ray continued as 
clerk and treasurer. 

The afternoon session was opened with 
prayer by Rev. B. M. Bogard. 

Churches and their messengers included: 

Providence - L. H. Kerns, M. Gilbert, John 
Hunt 

Salem - J. J. Stevens, Geo. Lambert, Frank 
Edwards 

Holly Springs # 1 - J. M. Pinegar, J. D. 
Donnell, Tom King 

Bradford - J. J. Goad, S. W. Scroggins, S. C. 


Holly Springs # 2 - W. W. Burns, J. A. 
Smith 
Union Hill - J. W. Pollard 


Visiting ministers included: A. D. Cullum, 
White River Valley Assoc.; A. J. Barton, editor of 
the Baptist Advance; J. F. Love, Corresponding 
Secretary, State Convention; S. B. Caloway and 
D. A. Allen, Independence Assoc.; and B. M. 
Bogard, one of the editors of the Landmark Bap- 
tist. (note: Bro. Bogard at this time was pastor at 
Searcy) 

The State Missions report given by S. B. 
Vick and J. W. Pollard was about the same as the 
1902 report, with the statement, "We endorse the 
General Association through which to do our 
mission work." 

Preaching at this session included: 

Eld. B. M. Bogard, Friday night; Eld. A. J. 
Barton, Saturday 11 A.M.; Eld. J. J. Goad, Satur- 


Vick day night; Eld. A. D. Cullum, Sunday 11 A.M.; and 
Eld. Crutchfield, Sunday evening. 
Russell - Henry Young 
1903 Statistical Information 

Church Post Office Pastor Clerk Mbrs. Bapt. S.S.En. 
Providence Clearwater A.D.Cullum J.C. Humphries 48 6 
Salem Judsonia A. D. Cullum Adam Stevens 67 1 
Holly Springs # 1 Step Rock A. D. Cullum T. J. James 30 O 
Bradford Bradford S. B. Vick S. M. Whitlow 33 3 
Independence Denmark S. B. Vick W. H. Edens 47 3 70 
Russell Russell a aVICK W. M. O'Neal 34 1 
Holly Springs # 2 Short R. G. Lafferty Jesse Byrd 32 O 
Union Hill Denmark Willis Pate  E. L. Fraser 42 2 

1905 It should be noted that many of the local 


The 1905 meeting was held with Clearwa- 
ter Church. 

Churches represented included: Bradford, 
Holly Springs #1, Salem, Independence, Holly 
Springs #2, Union Hill, Mt. Pleasant and Clear 
Water. 

J. W. Black was elected as Moderator and 
L. Ray was elected as Clerk. 

Elder W. P. Kime preached Friday Night, 
and A. D. Cullom led in a "Religious Exercise" on 
Saturday morning. Others preaching were J. J. 
Stevens and G. N. Joyner. 


The State Missions Report noted, "By a 
careful noting of the work done during the last 
year, we are convinced that considerable 
progress has been made along State Mission 
lines, yet we find that the deficiency in the collec- 
tions has hampered the work." 

The Orphan's Home report stated, "...we 
would recommend the favorable consideration 
and support of the Monticello Orphan's Home to 
all the churches, and we would also recommend 
that a collection be taken during the setting of 
this body for the benefit of the same." 


associations continued to support the Monticello 
Home, until the Texarkana Baptist Orphan's 
Home was established in 1908. The Steven's 
Creek Association officially recommended the 
home at Texarkana in the 1908 report. 
1906 

The 1906 meeting was held with the Brad- 
ford Church. 

J. W. Black was elected as Moderator and 
L. Ray continued as Clerk and Treasurer. (L. Ray 
never gave his first name) 

Petitionary letters were received from the 
following churches and messengers: 

New Hope: J. C. Alexander, J. W. Gipson, J. 
W. Alread; Liberty Hill: A. S. Taylor, J. W. Pen- 
nington; Hicks Chapel: W. E. McLester, J. A. An- 
derson 

The State Mission report was the same as 
the previous year. The Orphan's Home report 
concluded, "We, therefore, would recommend the 
Monticello Orphan's Home to all the churches. 

J. L. Brown, pastor at Bradford, was on 
the Orphans Home and Publication Committee 
reports. 


1908 
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The 1908 meeting was with Mt. Pleasant 
Church, Clay Co. 

R. L. Gray was elected as Moderator and L. 
Ray as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Macedonia, Rescue and Griffithville Churches. 

The following preached: Saturday night, 
S. C. Vick; Sunday at 11 AM, S. B. Vick; Sunday at 
3 PM, A. D. Cullom; Sunday night, J. M. Lee 

The State Mission report included, "...we 
therefore recommend that each church take a 
collection once each year for the support of State 
Missions until all the destitute places are filled 
with Associational Missionary Preachers." 

The Orphan's Home report stated, "...we 
therefore would recommend the Texarkana Or- 
phan's Home to all our churches, we would urge 
our pastors to take up at least two collections 
during this year for the orphans at Texarkana." 

Therefore, these reports indicate the As- 
sociation was solidly in favor of the General 
(Landmark) Association. 

1911 

The 1911 meeting was with Clear Water 
Church. The Introductory message was preached 
by Eld. G. M. Ford of Cabot. 

R. L. Gray was elected as Moderator and L. 
Ray continued as Clerk-Treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Mount Pisgah, Good Springs, Good Hope, Union 
Grove, and Taylors Bay. 

Eld. M. P. Matheny was listed as a visiting 
minister. Eld. Matheny was the partner of Ben M. 
Bogard in the Baptist Publishing House that 
started printing Sunday School and other lit- 
erature for Landmark Churches. 

Those preaching at this meeting included: 
Saturday night, J. M. Lee; Sunday School Mass 
Meeting, A. D. Cullom; Missionary Sermon, Eld. 
B. F. Holdford; Sunday Afternoon, A. D. Cullom; 
Sunday Night, Eld. R. T. Middleton 

The Orphan's Home report stated, "Our or- 
phanage at Texarkana is under the control of B. 
and S. Young who are especially qualified for the 
work. There are some 25 children in the Home 
and the churches are supporting royally." 

The State Mission report stated, "Our 
State Mission work is in good condition, but not 
supported by our churches as it deserves... 

The State Association will meet in our 
bounds at Bald Knob in November, and we ask 
our churches to send messengers to this meeting 
and a good collection for the work." 

1912 

The 1912 meeting was at Griffithville 
Church. Eld. A. D. Cullom preached the Introduc- 
tory message. 

R. L. Gray was elected as Moderator and L. 
Ray was elected Clerk-Treasurer 

Petitionary letters were received from: 
Letona, New Hope, Higginson, and Oil Trough. 

Others preaching at this meeting: 


Friday Night, H. T. Mandelkorn, a Hebrew Jew, 
and J. W. Black; Saturday Night, C. E. Cullom, 
and Elder Newman, editor of the Baptist Ad- 
vance; Sunday School Mass Meeting, S. C. Vick; 
Missionary Sermon, A. D. Cullom 

The State Mission report contained a 
challenge: "...we find our minutes of last year 
only show twenty dollars and 78 cents for state 
missions. Brethren, are we carrying out the 
command of our Master. Are we Missionary Bap- 
tists or Hardshells? If we are Missionary Bap- 
tists let us prove it." 

The Orphans Home report stated, "...our 
orphans home at Texarkana is at the present 
time under the management of Brother and Sis- 
ter T. H. Carter who are qualified to manage this 
noble institution. There are at this time 40 chil- 
dren in the home. We insist on our churches and 
Sunday Schools to take collections for this 
work..." 

The statistical report indicated 27 
churches, with 1,390 members, 99 baptisms and 
$47.50 given to state missions. 

1913 

The 1913 meeting was with Mt. Pisgah 
Church. Elder W. Owen preached the Introductory 
Sermon. 

R. L. Gray was re-elected as Moderator. 
Elder Gray served as moderator consecutively 
from 1907 through 1917. L. Ray was re-elected as 
Clerk-Treasurer, a position he served consecu- 
tively from 1900 through 1919. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Center Hill and Rockland churches. 

Visitors included Elder J. A. Smith, who 
was listed as treasurer of the State Association. 

Messages delivered during this session in- 
cluded: Saturday night, Elder J. A. Smith; Sun- 
day School Mass Meeting, Elder S. C. Vick; 
Sunday, 11 AM, Elder B. F. Holdford; Sunday, 3 
PM, Elder S. C. Vick; Sunday night, Elder J. W. 
Black 

The Orphans Home report stated, "The 
Orphans Home at Texarkana, Arkansas is owned 
and controlled by the Landmark Missionary 
Baptist." 

This minute included a list of the 
churches that had Sunday Schools, the Superin- 
tendents, Secretaries, enrollments and average 
attendance. 

1915 

The 1915 meeting was with Holly Grove 
Church. 

Preachers at this meeting included: 
Friday, 11 AM, Eld. C. A. Rogers; Friday night, 
Elder Ben M. Bogard; Saturday, 11 AM, Elder J. I. 
Martin; Saturday night, Elder J. E. Sherrill: 
Sunday, 11 AM, Elder L. H. Davis; Sunday night, 
Elder J. B. Whitlow 

The Sunday School report stated, "We rec- 
ommend that every church in Stevens Creek As- 
sociation have an ever green [year round] Sunday 
School. The Sunday School should be controlled 
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by the church. We recommend Landmark litera- 
ture, published by the Baptist Sunday School 
Committee, Texarkana, Ark. 

Note: The statement the Sunday School 
should be under the control of the church was to 
remedy the problem of the "Union Sunday 
Schools." In many communities the Sunday 
School would meet every Sunday as a separate 
entity. Then the preaching service would rotate 
between the Baptists, and usually the Methodists. 
It was this practice that prompted J. R. Graves to 
speak out against the pedo-Baptists, inter-church 
communion, etc, and to encourage re-establish- 
ing the Baptist Landmarks. This was the first 
year that the literature was published by the Gen- 
eral Association, under its Sunday School Com- 
mittee. From about 1905 until 1915, the litera- 
ture was published by three partners, including 
Ben M. Bogard and M. P. Matheny. 

The Orphan's Home report also used the 
word "Landmark": "Our Landmark Orphans 
Home at Texarkana deserves our support. There 
are thirty-two orphan children being supported 
there." 

1917 

The 1917 meeting was at Center Hill 
Church. Elder Walter Gorden preached the Intro- 
ductory message and Elder J. M. Ballard 
preached on Friday at 11 AM. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Sunny Hill, Liberty Valley and White Hall 
churches. 

The Sunday School report was presented 
by G. H. Goad: "We as Baptists should urge our 
churches to maintain a good ever green Sunday 
School and to use the Baptist Literature Publish- 
ing house at Texarkana and do away with all oth- 
ers in Baptist churches..." 

(This statement could indicate some 
churches were using other literature) 

1918 

The 1918 meeting was held with Good 
Hope Baptist Church. Elder Johnny Williams 
preached the Introductory message and Elder J. 
A. Smith preached on Friday morning. 

J. F. Coffman was elected as Moderator 
and L. Ray continued as Clerk and Treasurer. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Olive Branch Church. 

The report on Ministerial Education in- 
cluded the first reference to the college at Sheri- 
dan: "The State Association of Baptist Churches 
of Arkansas has undertaken to build and main- 
tain a Baptist College at Sheridan, Arkansas, 
where our young preachers may have the chance 
of an education. We recommend that the 
churches in this association cooperate with 
other churches in the state in erecting and sup- 
porting this school." 

The report of the Publications Committee 
stated, "We also recommend such literature as is 
sound in the faith, such as the Baptist and Com- 
moner published at Little Rock, and other Litera- 


ture as is published in the interest of the State 
and General Association of Baptist Churches." 


1919 

The 1919 meeting was with Letonia 
Church. Elder E. M. Ballard preached the Intro- 
ductory Message. 

Elder J. F. Coffman was elected as Mod- 
erator and L. Ray was elected as Clerk-Treasurer. 

A petitionary letter was received from 
Cow Lake Church. 

Others preaching were Elder J. A. Smith, 
editor of the Baptist and Commoner, on Friday 
morning, and Elder W. E. Corder on Friday night. 

The report on Ministerial Education 
stated, "And we recommend the Missionary Bap- 
tist College at Sheridan, Ark. as a sound Baptist 
School. We recommend that young preachers go 
to that school." 

1920 

The 1920 meeting was with Clear Water 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Elder L. Prescott. 

It was noted that Bro. L. Ray, Clerk and 
Treasurer for many years, had passed to his re- 
ward. He was first elected as Clerk-Treasurer in 
1900. 

Elder J. F. Coffman was elected as Moder- 
ator and A. E. Nelson was elected as Clerk and 
Treasurer. 

Petitionary letters were received from 
Tip, Pleasant Plains and Jelks churches. 

1921 

The 1921 meeting was at Bradford 
Church. The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Elder R. M. Ballard. 

Elder J. F. Coffman was elected as Moder- 
ator and A. E. Nelson was elected as Clerk and 
Treasurer. 

A petitionary letter was received from El- 
lis Chapel Church. Messengers were present from 
29 churches. 


Independence Missionary 
Baptist Church, Denmark 


A group of emigrants planning to locate 
in Independence Co., AR was organized into a 
church in Jefferson Co., TN in September, 1842 
with sixteen charter members: Bird Pate, Rueben 
Pate, Phebe Pate, Nancy Pate, John Pate, David 
James, Milinda James, Thomas Hankins, Ver- 
linda Hankins, Pricilla Hankins, Gordan Hank- 
ins, Emansa Hankins, Malinda Fouse, David 
Hankins, Elizabeth Hankins, and Henry T. Han- 
kins. 

Please see Chapter I for more details of 
the organization. 

In August of 1928, The Baptist and Com- 
moner published two significant articles written 
by Bro. J. L. Brown. In the August 1 article con- 
cerning the Jamestown Church, Eld. J. L. Brown 
stated, "After the organization the church moved 
in enmasse to Arkansas and settled in Green- 
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brier Valley in Independence County." Bro. 
Brown was of the opinion that the 16 members 
organized in Tennessee actually constituted what 
was first known as Cedar Grove Church. 

It has been suggested that possibly the six- 
teen members from Tennessee settled in a com- 
mon location, and that as they selected farm 
lands and began life in the area, some of the im- 
migrants eventually located in Jackson Co. and 
formed the Independence Church. 


Bro. J. L. Brown was no doubt correct in 
stating they first located in Greenbrier Valley 
when coming into Independence Co. In the same 
article, Bro. Brown wrote, "Moving into the 
Union Hill settlement only a few miles from 
Denmark in 1872, I became acquainted with 
most all the above named persons: 

Dr. Pe oS) -Middleton ~ Dry Turner. Vick. 
Thomas Gifford, Aaron McDougal, John Ranson, 
Samuel Hammonds, Wesley Thompson, Willis 
Hankins, Nicholas Lovel, Sam L. Coffman, Tom 
Vinson, James Robert Scantlin, Elijah Fraser, 
Felix Pickard, Thomas Mason, Polly Rushing, 
Owen, etc. 


Bro. Brown then devoted several para- 
graphs citing these relationships, including 
Samuel L. Coffman, who was for fifteen years 
clerk of the church, and Dr. Turner Vick, who 
was at one time his family doctor. 

The two churches were approximately 20 
miles apart, and Independence Churchwas in 
Jackson Co. So, indeed, the group that assembled 
in their own meeting house on Saturday, August 
6, 1846 apparantly moved from the original 
place of settlement in Independence Co. 


Bro. Brown continued, "In 1877, just 
thirty-five years after its organization, that 
church [Jamestown] elected me to serve as pastor. 
I have served as its pastor first and last, twenty 
years, and was personally acquainted with five 
of her charter members, viz: David Hankins, 
Elizabeth Hankins, his wife, Daniel James and 
Malinda James, his wife and Henry Hankins." 

In the August 8 issue Bro. Brown wrote 
wrote about Independence Church, under the cap- 
tion, "The Church at Denmark." He stated, "About 
1846 Elder John Goad moved from Kentucky and 
settled at Denmark. Some of the Hankins and 
Pates and Lovells from Tennessee, also settled in 
that section." 

He further stated, "Although holding their 
regular meetings they never organized and de- 
clared themselves a church until Jan. 28, 1847." 

The session to which Bro. Brown refers is 
actually the first entry into the records after the 
statement about the Tennessee organization in 
1842. That entry reads as follows: 

"United Baptist Church of Jesus Christ 
met in church conference and Bro. Gordan Hank- 
ins clerk. Resolved that Bro. N. Eaton act as mod- 


erator. Resolved that this church be called Inde- 
pendence. Being in fellowship and in order for 
business a dore (sic.) was opened for the recep- 
tion of members and received by baptism Bro. 
Harison Memullen. 

Gordan Hankins, Clerk 

Nathen Eaton, Moderator 


Then follows [out of date sequence] the 
two paragraphs previously cited. They begin, "In- 
dependence Church met according to appoint- 
ment at their meeting house on Saturday, August 
8, 1846... "Independence Church met according to 
appointment at their meeting house on Saturday, 
September 12, 1846...." 

Then Bro. Brown continued, "So we read 
that they met in their meeting house on the 8th 
day of Aug., 1846, at which time they appointed 
Bro. Willis Hankins to procure a church book. 

"At their September meeting Bro. Gordan 
Hankins was elected church clerk and they re- 
ceived a book from Bro. Willis Hankins for keep- 
ing their records. 

"Although holding their regular meetings 
they never organized and declared themselves a 
church until Jan. 28, 1847.1! 

Bro. Brown also wrote: "I held meetings 
with Dr. Parks S. Middleton in 1876, at which 
time he was pastor at Pleasant Plains. 


The following notes were takes from the 
church minutese: 

In May, 1857, the business of moving the 
meeting house was taken up, and on motion the 
church agreed to move their meeting house near 
Elder John Goad's residence. 

In August, 1857, the Trustees were ap- 
pointed to take a deed from Elder John Goad of 
the land upon which the meeting house is to be 
built. The trustees were F. Owen, T. J. Gifford, and 
S. L. Coffman. 

Nov. 14, 1857, authorize Eld. John Goad 
to sell their old meeting house logs the proceeds 
to be appropriated to the furnishing of their 
meeting house. 

As was the case with many churches, ser- 
vices were disrupted by the Civil War. The min- 
utes read, "Then it was moved and seconded that 
the church at Independence disorganized for the 
want of fellowship and the church book placed in 
the hand of Bro. Thomas R. Mason till called for 
by legal authority." There is no record of meet- 
ings until August 5, 1866. 

The last meeting was May, 1863, "It was 
moved and seconded that the church at Indepen- 
dence disorganize for the want of fellowship and 
the church book placed in the hand of Bro. 
Thomas R. Mason. Church was disorganized by 
unanimous vote. 

Above is a true copy of the original, S. L. 
Coffman 
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After the Civil War was over, the church 
was re-organized on Saturday, August 4, 1866. 
The record stated, "We the undernamed persons 
agree to be constituted in church capacity upon 
the articles of faith of the Old Baptist Church at 
Independence, White County, Arkansas": 

Sam and Elizabeth Coffman, received by 
letter, 1852; Turner A. and Nancy Vick, received 
by letter, 1860; James Goad, received by letter, 
1848; Thomas R. and Eliza J. Mason, received by 
letter 1858 (when the church disbanded, the offi- 
cial records were placed in his hands): Thomas J. 
Gifford, received by letter, 1847; Thomas C. Vin- 
son; Martha J. Coffman, received by letter 1853; 
John W. Thompson; Rachel Thompson, received 
by letter, 1854; Susan Whitlow; Martha G. Mc- 
Dougal. 

In the re-organization none of the origi- 
nal members were participants. However, as the 
dates indicate, most of the members in the re-or- 
ganization had previously been members of the 
church. 

After the church was reorganized on Sat- 
urday, Aug. 4, 1866, John and Elizabeth Goad re- 
joined on Sunday, August 5, 1866. 


Eld. John Goad 


We should note the records of Indepen- 
dence Church pick up with an organized church 
and a meeting house already constructed. After 
the church began services in Arkansas, the first 
couple to join were Elder John and Elizabeth 
Goad. They joined on April 18, 1847. Elder John 
Goad served the church as pastor up until 1882, 
when a break in the records occurred, and they 
were not continued until 1903. 

A sketch on the life of John Goad, pre- 
pared by R. P. Baker, Deputy Director of the 
Arkansas History Commission, stated that Elder 
Goad was born in Kentucky in 1806. He was mar- 
ried in 1826 to Elizabeth Hardin. From 1838 un- 
til 1841 his name appeared in the minutes of the 
West Union Baptist Association as a messenger 
from Concord Baptist Church,? Graves Co., KY. 
Sometime after then he was ordained to the 
gospel ministry. 

Elder John Goad and Elizabeth left Ken- 
tucky late in 1845 and arrived in White County, 
Arkansas on Feb. 3, 1846, becoming the first set- 
tlers at Denmark. According to Bro. Baker, the 
Independence Church called him as pastor in 
1850. He continued as pastor until 1863 when the 
church voted to discontinue services. 

Writing in the Arkansas Baptist, June 12, 
1901, Dr. Ben M. Bogard stated, "Searcy Baptist 
Church was organized June 1850 under the name 
of Shilo Baptist Church of Christ by Eld. John 
Goad." Eld. Goad also served as pastor of the 
church in 1850-51. This is now the First Baptist 
Church, the church that Dr. Ben M. Bogard pas- 
tored in 1899-1901 when he became involved in 
the Landmark struggle against the Convention. 


Eld. John Goad 


Elizabeth Goad died on Oct. 3, 1875. Eld 
John Goad eventually remarried, and in 1885, at 
the age of 79, he was pastoring three different 
churches. Elder Goad died on Dec. 3, 1887 and 
was buried beside his first wife in the Goad Ceme- 
tery at Denmark. 


Further Information on the 


Independence Church 

September, 1866, Eld. John Goad was 
chosen as pastor of the church for the present. S. 
L. Coffman was appointed as church clerk. 

The letter to the Association at Pleasant 
Plains in Sep., 1866 stated: 

"We was (sic.) constituted in church capac- 
ity on the fourth day of August, 1866. 

"We were constituted upon the same Arti- 
cles of Faith of the church that met at this place 
before the late way. 

The church listed a Grand Glaize Post Of- 
fice, with John Goad as Pastor. The messengers 
were Eld. John Goad, T. R. Mason, and S. L. Coff- 
man, Church Clerk. 

Near the end of the church records, about 
1882, the names of the church members were 
given. The list begins with the 14 names who 
were included in a reorganization of the church 
in August, 1866, after the Civil War. In the mar- 
gin is the notation "Ist Sat in Aug., Ark., 1866. 
After 5 or 6 more pages of members and deaths, 
are four pages of members from 1842 up until the 
1866 reorganization. On the first page of that 
listing, given first were the original members 
from Tennessee, with the notation under their 
names "in the constitution 16." Then beside these 
names in the margin is, "1842, Ist Sat. in Sep. 
Tenn. 
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Picture of Independence Church at the Goad Ceme- 
tery location, about one mile east of the present loca- 
tion. The church moved during the early 1940's. 


It would appear Bro. Brown was factually 
correct about the passing of the Black Record 
Book. After some preliminary records, a page is 
headed "July 1850, Independence, Jackson Co." 
From this time until near the end of the book, all 
the records appear to be of Independence Church. 

Therefore, the Independence and James- 
town Churches have an interrelated origin and 
history, and also closely related was Eld. John 
Goad from Kentucky, who actually served as 
pastor of both churches, as well as Eld. J. L. 
Brown who was knowledgable of both churches 
and their constituent members. 


Independence Baptist Church has always 
been a part of associated work. Prior to the for- 
mation of the Stevens Creek Association, the 
church fellowshiped in at least three different 
associations, some of which it helped organize. 

Independence has also been instrumental 
in the organization of several local churches. In 
1979 the church placed a full-time missionary on 
the field at Greer's Ferry. The mission was orga- 
nized into a self-supporting church in 1986. 


Providence Missionary Baptist Church 


Judsonia 

Providence MBC was organized about 
1858, according to a history given at a Dedication 
Sevice in 1953. The Little Red River Assoc. was 
organized in Nov., 1861. Providence and six 
other churches were dismissed from the Union 
Assoc. on Oct. 6, 1861 to form the new associa- 
tion. 

The church first met near the present lo- 
cation of Fredonia Cemetery on land owned by 
Elijah Little, about .5 mile south of the present 
location. Elijah Little was prominent in the 
early history of the church, and led in its organi- 
zation. It is thought the church was organized at 


his home, and that his slaves built the first log 
building used by the church. 


Providence Baptist Church 

Elijah Little was born in SC in 1807. He 
came to AR in 1832. The 1859 County Tax rolls 
show that he was paying taxes on 2,100 acres. 
Elijah Little and Lucinda, his first wife, had 
seven sons. Lucinda died in 1854. He was married 
to a second wife, Sarah, by 1860. Elijah Little was 
the father of 15 surviving children. 

The church was moved in 1878, to land 
donated by Bro. Holden Cox and wife, Martha. 
Several people living in the community recall 
the building that stood on the property and going 
to services there. It was in this building the 
Stevens Creek Assoc. was organized in 1891. 

Bro. W.M. Owen was pastor in 1882, 1885, 
and 1891, and again in 1915. 

The first available record of the church is 
dated May 19, 1906, as follows: 

"Providence Baptist Church met for the 
purpose of reorganization having had no pastor 
for sometime and several members having re- 
moved and the Church being in a lukewarm con- 
dition. Eld. Thomas preached and served as mod- 
erator. After the sermon the following Brethren 
and Sisters went into the reorganization who 
were members of the Old Providence Church: 

Bro. J.J. McDaniel, Sis. Mattie McDaniel, 
Sis. Sefroney Harris, Bro. Lee Robbins, Sis. Bell 
Robbins, Sis. Nancy Louks, Bro. S.M. MclInturff, 
Sis. Gertie Behimer, Sis. Appleton Pickens, Sis. 
Molly Robbins, Sis. Josephine Stuart, Bro. T.A. 
Womack, Sis. Carrie Womack, Sis. Charlotte 
Chandler. 

After a two-week meeting, sixteen were re- 
ceived by experience and baptism, six by letter, 
and one by relation, making a total of 40 mem- 
bers. On Sep. 15, 1906, Bro. J. W. Black was called 
as pastor. 

The church continued at this location un- 
til 1909, when it was moved to the present loca- 
tion near the cemetery, on land donated by 
George W. and Mollie Little and Earnest and Es- 
ther Little. George W. Little was a son of Elijah 
Little, and Earnest was his grandson. 
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Other early pastors included Elders F.M. 
Wadley, A.J. Marlar, R.L. Middleton, A.D. Cul- 
lum, Thomas (reorganization), J.W. Black, J.W. 
Bolding, J.D. Johnson, J.B. Whitlow, Gunn, and 
J.E. Woodson. 


Salem Missionary Baptist Church 
Judsonia 

All of Salem's earliest records were de- 
stroyed by fire when a members home burned. 
However, according to the Inventory of the Vital 
Statistics, Salem Church was organized in 
1868.%According to the original file, Bro. R. L. 
West, an elder member stated the church was or- 
ganized in 1868, or possibly a few years earlier. 
He stated the church existed when he started to 
school in 1868. 

Charter members included Joe Hoofman 
and Lucion Hoofman, parents of Bro. West.4 Also 
Brethren Billy Griffin, George Huff, Joe Stevens, 
and John Stevens. 

Early pastors included Brethren Billy 
Griffin, Jeff Bishop, Will Middleton, John 
Stevens, Bill Matt Owen, W.A. Crutchfield, G.N. 
Joyner, and Charles Cullum. 

The church first met in a little log build- 
ing near the creek. A frame building was built to 
the west and north of the original building in 
1883. Bro. Jeff Bishop preached the last sermon 
in the log church and the first one in the second 
building. In 1913-1914 an addition of ten feet was 
made on the south end. In February of 1953, the 
present building was constructed. 

Two additions have been made _ to the 
building since 1953. In1974 a fellowship hall was 
added, and in 1993 the auditorium was remod- 
eled and enlarged, and four classrooms were 
added. 


Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church 
Searcy 

Mount Pisgah MBC was organized possi- 
bly as early as 1880. The 1882 minute of the Little 
Red River Association listed the church as "not 
represented" at that session. In 1884 the church 
reported 79 members. 

Eld. John J. Martin was pastor, G.G. 
Bevins was church clerk, and messengers were 
J.L. West, B.B. Byrd, and Cader Sowell. The 
church was located at a "post village" on Magness 
Creek in Marion Township in western White Co., 
along the old Military Road. 

In 1941, Edgar C. Gilbreath, who had been 
a deacon of the church since 1889 stated: 

"Elder John Woods, a Baptist clergyman 
living in the Mount Pisgah community, with the 
aid of other Baptist members erected a two-story 
frame building .75 miles north of the Mt. Pisgah 
Post Office... After 1916 they sold this building, 
(moved it), and erected a new one in the same lo- 
cation. This building burned in 1926 and the 
members erected another new building at the 
same location. The following names were some 


of the Charter Members: Edgar C. Gilbreath and 
wife, Mrs. Susan Willingham, William Welch and 
wife, Mrs. Ivey Crane, James H. Goad and wife, 
John L. West and wife, and J.M. Carter and wife." 

The church continued in the Little Red 
River Assoc. until becoming a member of the 
Stevens Creek Assoc. in 1911. 

Other early pastors of the church included 
Elders Harris, M.T. Webb, R.E. Sutton, W.A. 
Crutchiteld.” R-G,Latterty,-A3D i Cullum: 
Spears, W.M. Owens, L.C. Langley, and C.W. Hill. 

During the years from 1952-1956 land 
was rented and cotton was grown and harvested, 
with the proceeds designated for the church's 
building fund. While the church house was being 
built, services were held in the school house. A 
one-room church building was completed in 
1955. The Sunday School classes met in the cor- 
ners of the building. Three classrooms were 
added in 1966 and an entrance was added to the 
front of the building in 1978. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Judsonia 

Calvary MBC was organized on October 
25, 1959, with Bro. Tom Yandell, the first Pastor 
as Moderator. 

Charter members were Bro. George An- 
derson, Sis. Louise Cullum, Bro. Bernest Hoof- 
man, Sis. Belle Hoofman, Sis. Trudy (Ellatrue) 
Hoofman, Bro. Dennis Hoofman, Bro. Clifton 
Hulsey, Sis. Doris Hulsey, Bro. Gary Hulsey, Bro. 
Plas Hulsey, Bro. George Hoofman, Sis. Marilda 
Hoofman, Sis. Darlene Hopper, Bro. Gary Hop- 
per, Bro. W. A. Jones, Sis. Gertrude Jones, Sis. 
Willie Mae Robbins, Sis. Patricia Kay Robbins, 
Sis. Carolyn Sue (Shotes) Sutterfield, Bro. Shelby 
Wools, Sis. Marie Wools, Bro. Ronnie Wools, Sis. 
Delores (Wools) Burke, Bro. Tom Yandell, and 
Sis. Neva Yandell. 

Sunday services were held in the old rock 
building in the Judsonia City Park. Property was 
purchased at the corner of North Second and 
Vine Streets in Judsonia. The first service was 
held in the new building on Feb. 24, 1960. Addi- 
tions were made to the building in 1962, 1979, 
and 1987. 

Other pastors of Calvary have been 
Brethren Clyde Sterling, Jimmy Luthultz, Her- 
man Bonner, Harry Brendle, Danny Evans, John 
Sanders, and Jesse Burkett, since Feb. 27, 1983. 

In July, 1973, Calvary extended an arm to 
organize Bethel MBC in Searcy. 


Temple Missionary Baptist Church 
Bald Knob 
Temple MBC was organized on Dec. 3, 
1967. Salem MBC, pastored by Bro. Thurman 
Cossey extended an arm to Temple Mission. 
The charter members were Herman and 
Susie Alton, Earl and Jessis Beckwith, Dexter 
and Ruth Crymes, Louise Covington, Lawrence 
and Ova Emde, A.E. and Nora Simmons, Will 
Siler, Homer and Ethel Free, Garland and Alma 
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Grubbs, Larry Harold, Ollie and Elsie James, 
George McFall, Helen Strange, Holla Mae Sexton, 
Blanch and Ludean Worell, Ferall Woods, 
Blanche McFall, James and Bertha Pelly, Sr., 
Charles and Darlene Sellers, Jimmy Sellers, 
Vickie Sellers, Blanche McGee, Oma Siler, Wayne 
and Margie Sewell. 

Eld. Charles Sellers was Moderator and 
the first pastor. Other pastors have been Hubert 
Lee, Julius Copeland, Jeff Hart, Ronald Wales, 
and Bill Webb. 

The original building and property was 
purchased from a Church of God. A Fellowship 
Hall was added to the original building. 

Temple MBC has sponsored Bethel Bap- 
tist Church at Augusta, and the Seven Springs 
Mission at Heber Springs. 


Westview Missionary Baptist Church 
Searcy 

Westview MBC was organized om May 24, 
1986 with 29 charter members. Bro. William C. 
Roach led in the organization. Most of the char- 
ter members were from the Center Hill MBC, 
Searcy. 

Charter members were: Delton and 
Michelle Wyatt; Bill, Gail, Ronnie and Jason 
Swain; William Cato, Sr.; Becky Cato, Bill Cato, 
Jr.; Billy and Brenda Kurck; Donald and Brenda 
Ballard; Brenda Bradberry; Ronald G. and Lorett 
Nailling; Ellis H. and Norma Roy; Bobby, 
Shirley, and Darrin Quattlebaum; Debbie, Reia 
and Marla Holden; Randy, Vickie and Brian 
Stiles,; William C. and Rebecca Roach; Oleta 
Brown; Larry Holloway; Arnold and Edna Wyatt; 
Roxie Brown; Ruth Quattlebaum, and Daryl 
Mitchell. 

Westview purchased 8.42 acres of land lo- 
cated on Hwy. 36, on August 31, 1986. The church 
voted to construct the first building on April 8, 
1987. This 40' X 88' building consisted of a fellow- 
ship hall, and classrooms. In 1993 the church 
added the Sanctuary and more classrooms. The 
new building was dedicated on Sep. 12, 1993. 

Bro. William C. Roach served as pastor 
until June 30, 1991. He was followed by Bro. Jesse 
Burkett. 


Harmony Missionary Baptist Church 


Greers Ferry 

Harmony MBC began as Budd Creek MB 
Mission on Sep. 23, 1979, at the Budd Creek 
Camp. Bro. Justin Burge was missionary pastor 
and Independence MBC of Pleasant Plains was 
the sponsoring church. 

In January, 1984, 1.5 acres of land was 
purchased on Hwy. 92 in Greers Ferry. Construc- 
tion was begun in February, 1985, and the build- 
ing was competed in June, 1986. Organizational 
services were held on June 29, 1986. Bro. Earl 
Stoner was the first pastor. 

Charter members: Shannon Aggson, 
Danny Anderson, Charlene Anderson, Tanya 
Anderson, Melissa Anderson, Jerry Andrews, 


Debbie Andrews, Dwight Bailey, Connie Bailey, 
Crystal Bailey, Jeri Barnes, Scott Brady, Don 
Bright, Sally Bright, Melissa Bright, Chris 
Bright, Sam Bryant, Agnes Bryant, Jeff Bryant, 
Romy Cole, Pearl Cole, Richard Eaves, Geneva 
Eaves, Bennie Eaves, Dawn Eaves, Dorothy 
French, Billy French, James French, Janet 
French, Heidi Hamms, Charles Helms, Hester 
Helms, Pat Lafferty, Brad Lafferty, Scott Laf- 
ferty, Alan Lafferty, Betty Lawson, Crystal Law- 
son, Clint Lawson, Hollis McBryde, Bonnie 
McBryde, Allen Mills, Wilbert Morris, Lorella 
Morris, Mike Patrick, Mary Patrick, Shawn 
Patrick, Lucy Phillips, Melissa Phillips, Earl 
Stoner, Kathrys Stoner, Marcus Stoner, Tana 
Stoner, Don St. Clair, Ella St. Clair, Christy St. 
Clair, and Ray St. Clair. 


Emmanuel Missionary Baptist Church 
Judsonia 

Emmanuel MBC was organized April 21, 
1987 at Clearwater MBC, which was the sponsor- 
ing church. 

Charter members were Clyde Joyner, 
Freida Meharg, Velma Amyett, Paula Dillion, 
Dorothy and Adrian Hunt, Juanita and Carl 
Pinegar, Verda and Mary Beth Garrison; Hugh, 
Carla, and Melissa Brown; Vonnie and Lanie 
Langley, Christie and Rick Weir; Albert, Brenda 
and Chad Slaughter; Atlas, Judy, Perry and 
Becky Ruddell; Nelda and Jim Durham, Eunice 
and Russell Watkins, and Vivian Amyett. 

The present property was purchased in 
August, 1987, and construction of the building 
was completed in May, 1988. Bro. Frank Stewart 
was called as full time pastor in Oct., 1987. 

The church sponsored Sunnyland MBC in 
Mountain View, AR in July, 1990. 


1] personally do not find a basis for this statement. 
2Spencer stated (IL, p. 479) the Concord Church was 
organized in 1836. He also stated that the oldest 
church in Graves County, Trace Creek, was gathered 
by Absalom Copeland and Lewis Goad. He also 
stated (p. 484) that Lewis Goad and Durin Alcock or- 
dained Henry Richardson and Willis White to the 
ministry in June, 1836. We can only surmise that Lewis 
Goad was the father or an uncle of John Goad. 


SInventory of the Vital Statistics Records of 
Arkansas, Vol. 11, Church Records, p. 579. 

4Personal letter from Russell P. Baker to Salem 
Church, Aug. 15, 1968. 


Clark-Pike Association 
by Russell P. Baker 


The Clark-Pike Missionary Baptist As- 
sociation is currently composed of some twenty 
Missionary Baptist Churches affiliated with the 
American Baptist Association in Clark, Hot 
Spring, Montgomery, and Pike counties in west- 
ern Arkansas. 

Its historic roots may be traced back to 
about 1824 when the Little Flock Baptist Church 
was organized on the waters of the "Terre-Noir 
Creek" near what is now Gurdon. This was the 
first Baptist Church to be organized in Western 
Arkansas. Little is known about the church, ex- 
cept it did not exist very long and none of its 
records have survived. According to an early 
Clark County historian, its brief life was due to 
the restless disposition of its members, "who 
were ... [always] desirous of finding new homes 
and more success [elsewhere]". Its membership 
was so quickly and completely dispersed that by 
1833 there were purportedly only two families of 
the Baptist faith left in the entire area. ! 

However, within a few years, many new 
settlers moved into the rich bottom land along 
Big Deceiper Creek, west of Arkadelphia. With 
them were a number of Baptists who established 
the Mount Bethel Baptist Church in 1836. Some 
of the pioneer families in this church and com- 
munity were the Bozemans and the Brownings. 
Its first meeting place was a small log building at 
the site of the Old Bozeman Cemetery, just north 
of the Hollywood Road.2 

About the same time another group of 
early settlers organized the Mount Gilead Baptist 
Church on Polk Creek west of Black Springs in 
what is now Montgomery Co.® [for more infor- 
mation on these churches, see the chapter on the 
Saline Association] 

In the fall of 1836, messengers from these 
two churches met near Benton, AR with those 
from four other Baptist churches in central, 
southern, and southwestern Arkansas to orga- 
nize the Saline Baptist Association.* 

By 1848 there were enough churches in the 
southwestern part of the association to form the 
Red River Baptist Association. Its field of labor 
extended through Clark, Hempstead, Lafayette, 
Ouachita, and Pike Counties.® 

About that same time a number of new 
Baptist churches were organized in what was 
then Clark County. Both the Pleasant Hill 
Church, located southwest of Curtis and the 
Bethel Church, now located east of Glenwood in 
Pike County, were organized in 1848. Bethel 
Church is among the oldest A. B. A. churches in 
Arkansas and is the mother congregation of most 
of the churches within the Clark-Pike As- 
sociation. Its founding families came from old 
Mt. Bethel Church.® A church called Bethany 


was also organized near Gurdon about that time. 
A few years later a church called Little Missouri 
appeared in the same area. ” 

The 1848 minutes of the Saline Baptist 
Association indicate that there had been three 
Baptist churches in Pike County for some time 
before that date. They were Pleasant Hill, Mount 
Pleasant, and Mount Lebanon. However, they 
were not represented at this session. Only Mount 
Lebanon Church sent messengers to the organiza- 
tional meeting of the Red River Association later 
that year. This church appears to have been lo- 
cated in the northern part of the county, perhaps 
near Langley. During the 1850's a church known 
as Hopewell was also located in this general 
area.® Unfortunately, nothing else is known 
about Pike County's earliest Baptist churches. 

Liberty Baptist Church was organized on 
Collier's Creek near Caddo Gap in Montgomery 
Co. about 1850. One of its founding members, 
Jefferson Collier, was reportedly the first white 
child born in the area in 1820.9 Union Baptist 
Church was organized in Northern Clark Co. in 
1855. It is now known as the Alpine Missionary 
Baptist Church.!9 That same year Eld. Thomas F. 
Welch and his family, new arrivals in Mont- 
gomery Co. from Tennessee, organized a church 
near the south fork of the Caddo River, north of 
Glenwood. They named it Antioch. Later it was 
reorganized as the Oak Grove Baptist Church. It is 
located just south of Highway 240, east of Hopper. 
ll 


The Caddo River Association 

In 1853 the churches in northern Clark, 
Montgomery, and northern Pike counties with- 
drew from the Red River Association and formed 
a new body, The Caddo River Baptist Association. 
For many years, this association was counted 
with those across the South who were strong sup- 
porters of Dr. James R. Graves, editor of the 
Tennessee Baptist, published in Nashville, TN, in 
his defense of the "Old Landmarks" of the Baptist 
faith against the growing liberalism of his day. 
However, during its first six years the Caddo 
River Association's conservative, Landmark 
stand was sorely tested. Soon after its organiza- 
tion, a bitter dispute arose between the churches 
of this association and those of its parent body, 
the Red River Association. It centered around the 
preaching of a pastor of the latter body, the Rev. 
Samuel Kelley. He was born in May of 1817 in 
what is now southern Pike Co. He moved to 
Illinois in 1838, where he became a Methodist 
clergyman. A few years later, he joined a Baptist 
church and was received into it upon his 
Methodist baptism. He was never immersed by 
the authority of a Baptist church. In 1848, while 
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still in Illinois, he was ordained as a Baptist 
preacher. The next year he returned to his boy- 
hood home in Pike Co. Within a few years he or- 
ganized a church called Hopewell. Its exact loca- 
tion is now unknown. However, Moses Brock, one 
of its early members, owned land near the Saline 
Creek between Delight and Murfreesboro. This 
congregation called itself a Baptist Church and it 
was received into the fellowship of the Red River 
Association in 1851.12 It is not known what 
connection this Hopewell Church has with the 
later Hopewell Church located in the northern 
part of the county. 

About 1855, Kelley began, "building up the 
Church of Christ", elsewhere. That year he helped 
organize a church called Friendship on or near 
the Antoine River, somewhere south of Amity. 
Later that year, this church was admitted into the 
fellowship of the Caddo River Association. 
However, it seems that it was not until the next 
session that Rev. Kelley made an appearance. 

A son of Eld) Thomas-h) Welch, 1. J. 
Welch, writing in 1894, recalled this eventful 
meeting. "Kelley", he wrote, "presented himself as 
a visiting minister from the Red River Associ- 
ation." He was extended the usual courtesy of be- 
ing asked to preach to the assembled congrega- 
tion of messengers and guests. During this ser- 
mon he recounted the rather unusual circum- 
stances of his having become a member of a Bap- 
tist church and a Baptist minister. He also quite 
openly, "advocated the doctrine of [the] final 
apostasy of those who have been regenerated." 
The next morning, the Association's very first 
order of business was to pass a resolution stating 
that the Caddo River Association was breaking 
all ties with the Red River Association for allow- 
ing within its fellowship a man like Kelley. The 
Association also "unseated" the Friendship 
Church from its fellowship for being associated 
with this preacher. 

At this time the Red River Association 
was under the leadership of a number of men who 
were hostile to Dr. Graves and his Landmark 
movement. Perhaps because of this, that body 
was slow in acting on the matter of Kelley and his 
heresy. In 1857 the Red River Association asked 
its sister Association for more time to deal with 
this problem. However, the aggrieved brethren 
along the Caddo River were not disposed to allow 
for any delay. They renewed their demand that 
Kelley and all those who followed his teachings 
be expelled from the Red River Association. It was 
not until the next year that a "trial" was held in 
which Kelley and his Hopewell Church members 
admitted their errors and were by the Red River 
Association. Friendship Church also dropped 
from sight about this time. Following this action, 
the Caddo River Association voted to restore cor- 
respondence with its sister association. 

After the Civil War, Rev. Kelley surfaced 
again to trouble the Baptist churches of Pike and 
surrounding counties. This time his preaching 


took him into western Hot Spring Co., where he 
became pastor of Phillipi MBC, located near 
Point Cedar. Within a short time, this body, ex- 
cept for one lone member, adopted the heretical 
teachings of Kelley. This "departure from the 
faith" by the members of Phillipi Church almost 
did what the Union Army had failed to do during 
the Civil War, destroy the Caddo River Associa- 
tion. This body was unable to hold a session in 
1868 because of community "excitement" over 
Rev. Kelley and his work. Phillipi became the nu- 
cleus of a new religious movement found only in 
Arkansas, called the Kelleyites. By the 1890's 
their churches had, "spread like a Green Bay Tree 
through[out] Pike, Garland, and other counties in 
Arkansas". There are still four active Kelleyite 
Churches in Hot Spring Co. and one in Eastern 
Clark Co. They are now known as the "Church of 
Christ: Instrumental", or Kelleyite Churches of 
Christ. Their beliefs are a mixture of Missionary 
Baptist doctrine and old style "Methodist" teach- 
ings. 13 


Post Civil War Growth 

From 1861 until 1865 the Civil War 
brought death, destruction, and chaos to most of 
western Arkansas. Both the Caddo River and Red 
River Associations were prevented from meeting 
during at least part of the war. Pastors were 
killed or driven from their homes and many 
church members were scattered. By 1865 only 
Bethel Church near Glenwood was still holding 
regular worship services. However, within a few 
years a remarkable change took place. 1867 saw 
the beginning of a three-decade surge of Baptist 
church growth within this area. That year the 
Mount Pisgah MBC was organized in Southern 
Montgomery Co., east of Bethel. It and Bethel 
were the only churches to send messengers to the 
Caddo River Association in the fall of 1867.14 

The end of the War brought a large influx 
of new settlers into this part of Arkansas. They 
came from the older Southern states to the east. 
This increase in population growth was one of 
the reasons that the number of Baptist churches 
increased slowly but steadily. About 1871 Eld. 
Jim Copeland, an ordained Baptist minister 
from Dallas Co. settled in southern Pike Co. 
Through his efforts Liberty Hill MBC, south of 
Delight, was organized in 1872. About three years 
later, he helped organize a new church nearby. At 
first it was called Brocktown, and later Wolf 
Creek Church. It is now known as First Baptist 
Church of Delight. Eld. Copeland was also active 
in the political affairs of Pike Co., representing it 
in the Arkansas General Assembly from 1884 un- 
til 1890.15 

Valley Grove MBC, located at Old Rock 
Creek, south of Glenwood, was organized in 1872 
from members of Bethel Church who lived south 
of the Caddo River. Salem Church, now called 
Salem Landmark MBC, west of Glenwood, was 
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organized in 1873. The First Baptist Church of 
Amity was organized in 1878, as was the first 
Baptist Church at Murfreesboro.!© Over the next 
twenty years or so, a large number of new 
churches were organized in Clark, Montgomery, 
and Pike Counties. Most of the churches in Clark 
Co., as well as those in southern Pike Co. fellow- 
shiped within the Red River Association. Those 
in Montgomery Co. and the northern part of Pike 
Co. cooperated with the Caddo River Association. 


Landmarkism in Arkansas 

The conservative Baptist movement 
known as Landmarkism was the dominate influ- 
ence within much of Arkansas' Baptist family for 
several decades after the Civil War. A reading of 
the records of the Caddo River Association during 
this period indicates that this group remained 
solidly within the Landmark camp. However, the 
Red River Association continued in its more lib- 
eral fashion. It usually gave support to the idea of 
a more centralized and powerful State and 
Southern Baptist Convention. In 1879 this 
Association founded the Arkadelphia Baptist 
High-School in hopes of influencing the 
Arkansas State Convention to locate its proposed 
new state Baptist college within its bounds. In 
1886 Ouachita Baptist College was established in 
Arkadelphia. However, as the years passed, there 
grew up within this "Convention supporting" 
body an ever increasing number of Landmark 
advocates, especially within the churches of 
Western Clark Co. and Southern Pike Co.1!7 

The followers of Landmarkism placed 
(and still do) great stress upon the authority of 
the local church over that of any other organiza- 
tion such as a convention or an association. Con- 
vention supporters, on the other hand, advocate a 
strong, centralized organization that, by its very 
nature, de-emphasizes the work of the individual 
congregation. The conflict between these two 
views of how Baptists were to work together was 
to be the source of much bitter confrontation, 
conflict and debate within Arkansas and much of 
the South during the last twenty years of the 
Nineteenth Century and beyond. The controversy 
came to be centered around two basic issues: The 
growing centralization of power within state and 
national conventions and the increasingly lib- 
eral theology of many pro-convention clergy- 
men, especially those being graduated from "east- 
ern" Baptist colleges and seminaries. !® 

As the years passed more and more of the 
pulpits of Arkansas' growing urban churches 
came to be filled by such liberal ministers. These 
men also took an increasingly active interest in 
the workings of the Arkansas State Convention. 
The State's many rural preachers, most of whom 
were self-taught men, worked on their farms six 
days a week to support their families and 
preached "half or quarter" time. However, most 
were conservatives in religion who supported the 


Landmark position. Men such as these saw 
within the growing power of the convention sys- 
tem a great inequality. Large, wealthy city 
churches had an unfair advantage over smaller, 
rural churches. Under the convention system, 
larger and wealthier congregations received addi- 
tional "delegates" or messengers to a "conven- 
tion", in addition to the traditional three that 
each church received. Thus, churches such as 
these were able to vote a larger number of mes- 
sengers on important issues than other churches. 
Often these "extra" votes were crucial in deciding 
which faction would control a particular session 
or even an entire organization. 

This is why many smaller churches and 
their pastors feared being "controlled" by those 
who favored a convention. They, instead, pre- 
ferred their local Baptist associations which op- 
erated on a policy of strict equality, with each 
congregation, regardless of factors such as size or 
financial status, having an equal voice and vote 
at each session. Later when given a chance to or- 
ganize their own state and national associations, 
Landmark Baptists modeled them after their lo- 
cal Baptist associations, earning for themselves 
the name "church equality” Baptists. 19 

In 1882 the Arkansas State Convention, 
led by a group of liberal, urban pastors and 
churches, began a program to oust the Land- 
markers from power, and "systematize" the way 
the convention did business. The stated goal of 
this policy was to cause the Baptist churches 
within the state to be more "regular" in the sup- 
port of the convention and its projects. This ac- 
tion placed the "church equality" question 
squarely before the Baptists of Arkansas. By 
1890 an open struggle was in progress for control 
of the Arkansas State Convention. The Land- 
mark forces were led by Dr. William A Clark, the 
long-time editor of the Arkansas Baptist news- 
paper. Urged on by his editorials, Arkansas' 
Landmark Baptists brought this conflict to a 
head at Paragould in 1901, when they mounted a 
serious, but unsuccessful attempt to seize power 
within the convention. 

Although it was an early Landmark sup- 
porter, the Caddo River Association of this pe- 
riod, showed little interest in the upcoming battle 
at the State Convention. However, the same can- 
not be said of the Red River Association. After 
1895, the issue of who would control the State 
Convention came to increasingly dominate its 
annual sessions. Though still a minority, the 
pro-Landmark forces were increasing in influ- 
ence each session. This was accelerated when Eld. 
Jim Copeland, the pioneer Pike Co. preacher, 
emerged as a leader within the Association. Often 
he was elected Moderator and was almost always 
selected to represent the Association at upcom- 
ing sessions of the State and Southern Baptist 
Conventions. At Paragould, he offered the key 
Landmark proposal that would have abolished 
the Convention's "liberal agenda" and returned it 
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to its "Old Landmarks" way of operation. His ac- 
tion set the stage for a debate that lasted from 
midday Saturday until the next Monday after- 
noon. When the final vote was counted, 148 of the 
delegates present supported Bro. Copeland's mo- 
tion and 151 opposed it. The champions of cen- 
tralization and a strong convention had won the 
day. ‘ 
Following this defeat, hundreds of 
Landmark churches across Arkansas voted "to 
elect messengers and meet somewhere and ar- 
range a plan of work'", completely outside this 
kind of system. The meeting was held at Antioch 
Baptist Church in Little Rock on April 10, 1902, 
and resulted in the formation of the Arkansas 
State General Association. Later it became the 
State Association of Missionary Baptist 
Churches of Arkansas.29 


Pike Co. Churches React 

By the time for the fall meetings of local 
Baptist associations across the state in 1902, 
there were two state-wide organizations vying for 
the support of the churches. The "General As- 
sociation" was new and untried. The State Con- 
vention, organized in 1848, could count on tradi- 
tional loyalties and support of many pastors and 
churches, even though they might consider them- 
selves within the Landmark camp, theologi- 
cally.21 

The only mention of recent "division" 
among Arkansas Baptists found in the 1902 
Minutes of the Caddo River Association, was a 
resolution offered by Bro. W. H. Anderson, the 
Association's clerk, who was from Bethel Church 
near Glenwood. It voiced a very strong approval 
of Dr. W. A. Clark because he was, "sound in doc- 
trine, scriptural in church policy, and in every 
way worthy of our support and patronage... [He] is 
a sound Landmark Baptist and is standing firm 
upon the practice and principles of the Baptist 
faith."22 However, in 1903 a resolution urging 
that the churches within the Association "adopt 
the plans and principles as set forth by the [State] 
General Association, and that [they] denounce 
the [Convention] system [of doing work] as un- 
scriptural," was defeated. Records of the 1904 ses- 
sion are unusually silent upon this question. 
Subsequent developments show that in many as- 
sociations this silence often indicated that the 
churches were badly divided over this issue and 
that by common consent "the question" was not 
brought up.23 

However, among the churches of the 
Caddo River Association in Pike Co., there had 
been growing support for the organization of a 
new state-wide General Association, organized 
and operated along Landmark lines for some 
time. In 1902 both the Caney Valley and the 
Mount Pleasant churches voiced their public 
backing for such a move.24 The District, or 
"Fifth-Sunday" Meeting, long a part of Baptist 


life in the South, became the vehicle for rallying 
the Pike Co. churches in this support. These 
meetings, held three times a year, were composed 
of messengers from all of the churches in the 
county, regardless of their local associational af- 
filiation. 

Within a few weeks of the Paragould con- 
vention, such a Fifth Sunday meeting was held in 
Pike Co. A general invitation was extended to any 
and all to attend and have a full discussion of the 
events that had just taken place and the pros and 
cons of the Landmark question. In April of 1902, 
the outcome of this meeting was published in the 
Arkansas Baptist. "We cannot co-operate [with 
the State Convention]", the messengers said, 
"without violating every law of conscience and 
ignoring the sovereignty and the independence of 
[our own] churches." The meeting then proceeded 
to endorse the formation of a new state associa- 
tion, provided that it operated in a "scriptural 
way.” 25 Thus, the churches placed their empha- 
sis upon the sovereignty of each local church. In 
1905 after the formation of a separate Pike Co. 
Association drew most of the Landmark 
churches out of the Caddo River Association, that 
old body proceeded along, "untrammeled in [its] 
plan [of] co-operation with the State [Convention 
and its] board of missions".26 

As the Baptists of Arkansas were prepar- 
ing for the fateful Paragould convention, it 
seemed that the churches of the Red River Asso- 
ciation had abandoned their pro-convention 
stand and were moving toward the Landmark po- 
sition. Bro. Copeland was still the undisputed 
leader of the Association, and most of the Pike 
Co. churches and many of those from western 
Clark Co. were openly advocating the Landmark 
cause.2’ However, the Convention forces had not 
been silenced. The churches near Arkadelphia 
and its Ouachita Baptist College, with a few ex- 
ceptions, such as Mount Bethel,28 were strong 
supporters of the Convention system. Most of 
Ouachita's teachers and professors were Baptist 
clergymen, who held liberal, anti-Landmark 
views and were avid supporters of the Convention 
system. Through their efforts, they controlled 
most of the Baptist pulpits within several hours 
ride of Arkadelphia. Therefore, it is not surpris- 
ing that these churches were just as active in 
their support of the work of the State Convention 
as were their pastors.29 

At its 1901 session, held a few weeks be- 
fore the Paragould Convention, the Red River 
Association, unlike the Caddo River Association, 
faced the Landmark vs. Convention question 
squarely and debated it for a considerable time. 
The disposition of the messengers was evident 
from the start. Bro. Copeland was again elected 
moderator. Through him the Landmark faction 
controlled the appointment of most of the mem- 
bers of the various committees which wrote the 
reports that would come before the body for ac- 
tion. In what would be a preview of many future 
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battles and debates, the question on everyone's 
mind was joined when the report on "State and 
Associational Missions" was brought to the floor. 
Even the committee itself was divided. It set two 
reports before the body. The majority report was 
prepared by Elders I. F. Welch, J. B. Thomas and 
Bro. J. J. Smith. These men were from Landmark 
churches and held strong Landmark views. Welch 
and Thomas were outspoken leaders in the 
Association, and the former had been a member 
of the Arkansas General Assembly. He was a 
member of the pioneer Welch family, and had 
long been associated with the Bethel Church at 
Glenwood.30 

Their report stated, in part, that the As- 
sociation strongly supported Landmark attempts 
to reform the Baptist State Convention. 
Moreover, it proposed that the Association's del- 
egates to the convention be instructed to vote for 
these "reforms" at Paragould. The minority re- 
port was introduced by Bro. J. T. Howell, a con- 
vention supporter. It opposed all Landmark at- 
tempts at reformation, and advocated conven- 
tion business as usual. The vote was taken, and 
the majority report was adopted. 

Bro. Copeland was also chosen as one of 
the Association's delegates to the Convention and 
as the Association's representative on the State 
Mission Board.?! As has been seen, Bro. 
Copeland was the moving force behind the failed 
Landmark reform movement at Paragould. After 
a few months, because of this role, Convention 
forces within the Red River Association tried to 
remove him from his seat on the State Board. "I 
will not resign," he wrote Dr. Clark, because "the 
... Association elected me ... and to them and 
them only, [do] I owe allegiance." "Whither are we 
drifting?" he asked, "with [this] assumed author- 
ity by the [Convention's Mission] Boards; how 
long will it be until the churches [themselves] are 
stripped and divested of any authority at all."32 

Unfortunately for the Landmark cause 
within the Association, both Copeland and Welch 
moved to Texas before the 1902 session. The 
Landmark forces were never again able to muster 
a majority within this body. That year, the 
Convention element, over very strong Landmark 
objection managed to get a resolution favoring 
the new state association withdrawn. They then 
presented what would be the standard 
Convention compromise in the face of Landmark 
demands for "reform." It was a resolution favor- 
ing the State Convention, but allowing each indi- 
vidual church to cooperate with either state body, 
or both, as it saw fit.°3 

In 1903 a pro-Convention mission report 
was presented to the Association that stressed 
that the Convention had no "authoritative juris- 
diction over the churches." It urged the churches 
not to use the "state mission question" to disrupt 
the fellowship of the Association; since, as the 
report put it, there was no "fundamental Bible 
doctrine" in question."34 Sadly, Convention sup- 


porters were never able to grasp the fact that the 
questions of church equality and convention 
sovereignty were indeed "fundamental Bible doc- 
trines" to those holding Landmark views.35 


Pike Co. Association 

As early as December of 1901, the Pike Co. 
churches within the Red River Association began 
calling for the organization of a separate Pike Co. 
Baptist Association. At the Fifth Sunday meeting 
held late that year, Elders W. M. Patterson and J. 
B. Thomas were authorized to travel throughout 
the county to ascertain the feelings of the 
churches on this matter; however, for some rea- 
son, a new association was not organized at that 
time. Nevertheless, within a few years Pike Co. 
churches from both associations were fellow- 
shipping together and supporting the State 
General Association's mission work through 
their district Fifth Sunday meetings. At these 
sessions, the churches debated such subjects as 
"Scriptural Methods" of doing mission work and 
receiving church members. In 1905 Bro. Thomas, 
acting as secretary of one such meeting, urged the 
Pike Co. churches to "take a good collection for 
the General Association, and by so doing help to 
preach ... to the heather's."36 

At the 1905 session of the Red River Asso- 
ciation, four of the Pike Co. churches: Wall Creek, 
Murfreesboro, Pike City, and Spring Hill, asked 
for letters of "dismission" for the purpose of 
organizing a "new association in Pike County." 
An analysis of the records of this session indi- 
cate that six of the Association's churches: 
Arkadelphia, Antoine, Boughton, Delight, 
Gurdon, and Gum Springs, were at that time, ac- 
tive supporters of the State Convention. The re- 
mainder seem to be supporting the State General 
Association. However, for the sake of unity 
within the body, the Association once again 
adopted a position that support of one state orga- 
nization or the other was left up to the individual 
churches.3’ This "duel support" position contin- 
ued within this Association until most of the 
Landmark churches left and formed the Clark 
Co. Baptist Association in 1917. 

At its 1905 session the Caddo River Asso- 
ciation also dismissed some of its Pike Co. 
churches to help organize the new association. 
They were Salem in Pike Co., Caney Valley, 
Mount Pleasant, and Bethlehem. Valley Grove 
Church near Glenwood followed in 1906.98 In the 
summer of 1905, a firm call had gone out to these 
churches to send "delegates to Pike City [church] 
to work up a ... county association." This meeting 
was successful, and the churches were then asked 
to send additional messengers, perhaps once 
again to Pike City church, to finalize the organi- 
zation. The date and exact place of this "first ses- 
sion" of the Pike Co. Association is not known. 
However, it was held in October of 1905.99 Pike 
City, Spring Hill, Salem, Caney Valley, Mount 
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Pleasant, and Bethlehem churches appear to 
have been in this meeting. 

On October 6-8, 1906, the Pike County 
Missionary Baptist Association met with Caney 
Valley Church. This is the first session for which 
there are records. The following churches were 
received into its fellowship: Murfreesboro, Wall 
Creek, Valley Grove, Amity and Midway. Its prin- 
ciple business during this session was to pass a 
strong endorsement of the "schedule of work set 
forth by the [State] General Association of 
Arkansas." In its 1907 session the Association 
approved the "let each church chose" approach to 
mission support that had been adopted by the Red 
River Association. It is felt this was done due to 
the influence of the Murfreesboro and Amity 
churches, the two largest congregations in the 
Association. 

In 1909 the following churches were added 
to the fellowship: Glenwood, Liberty Hill, Caney 
Fork, and the church at Shumut. At this session 
the Association once again changed its mind and 
voted to recommend that its churches "cooperate 
with the General Association in the true Gospel 
method of missions." 

In 1911 the Association recommended 
that the churches use the new Sunday School 
publications prepared by the Landmark Baptist 
Publishing Concern in Little Rock.49 However, by 
1916 the urban churches - Amity, Glenwood, and 
Murfreesboro - with strong ties to the Convention 
system, once again began making waves within 
the Association's fellowship. Consequently, that 
year the body tried a middle-ground approach: 
Sunday School literature published by the 
Southern Baptist Convention and by Landmark 
Baptists were "endorsed." For the first time the 
churches were asked to report the type of litera- 
ture they used in their Sunday Schools. It is in- 
teresting to note that country churches that re- 
ported Sunday Schools were using the Landmark 
material, while all the town churches were using 
the Convention material.4! As can be seen, the 
seeds of future controversy and division were al- 
ready working within the Association. 

Beginning in 1917 a much more strident 
tone can be seen in the records of the Associa- 
tion's meetings. That year, that great champion 
of the Landmark cause, and editor of The Baptist 
and Commoner, Dr. Ben M. Bogard, visited the 
Association as it met with Midway Church, east 
of Glenwood. "From what I could learn," he later 
wrote, "most of the churches and preachers in 
this Association are in harmony [with our 
Landmark] work [though] most of them do not 
seem to understand the difference." The cause of 
this more vocal and militant conventionism 
within the Association was no doubt due to the 
fact that Rev. William L. Compere, a long-time 
Arkansas Landmark foe and the brother of the 
editor of the Convention newspaper in Arkansas, 
The Baptist Advance, had recently become pastor 
of the church at Amity. From this time until his 


death in 1933, he "served [churches] at Glenwood 
and Womble - weak [Convention] fields at the 
time." He was very articulate, very persuasive, 
and very well known. Although he "counted 
many friends among [the] 'Landmark' brethren, 
still he always rang true to [Convention] mis- 
sions and all [Southern Baptist] organized 
work."42 Out of courtesy for his advanced years, 
Rev. Compere was often placed on the 
Association's committees. Here he used his con- 
siderable influence to see that mention was al- 
ways made of the work of the Convention in 
committee reports. He also usually saw to it that 
any committee he chaired gave the "lion's share" 
of detail and praise to Convention work. 

In 1918 the Association met with the 
Salem Church, west of Glenwood. Both Compere 
and Bogard were there, as well as many other rep- 
resentatives of a variety of Convention institu- 
tions and organizations. Evidently anticipating 
conflict between the two factions, Bro. W. P. 
Taylor, the associational clerk, read the body's 
Articles of Faith, Rules of Decorum, and the As- 
sociation's Constitution before the business ses- 
sion began. The debate over the "Mission Report" 
was so divisive that it was read twice and dis- 
cussed at length, and rejected both times. Then 
the Association moved to limit debate for the re- 
mainder of the session to five minutes for each 
speaker. Despite the strong presence of Conven- 
tion forces, only the Amity and Rosboro churches 
reported that they were using the Sunday School 
publications of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion.43 

Despite the efforts of Convention forces to 
bring the Pike Co. Baptist Association into its 
camp, by 1921 it was becoming clear that the 
great majority of the churches within the organi- 
zation were Landmark both in belief and prac- 
tice. The climax came in 1922 in a session that 
saw the end of a separate Pike Co. Association 
and the birth of the new Clark-Pike Landmark 
Baptist Association. The session was held at Bro. 
Compere's church in Amity. As host he had 
loaded the program with a small army of Con- 
vention spokesmen. Bro. R. W. Glover, father of 
the late Dr. Conrad N. Glover, was there as 
spokesman for the old Missionary Baptist Col- 
lege at Sheridan. Even before the session began, 
the messengers decided to limit the time for de- 
bate. Although the Association allowed visitors 
from both camps to speak, most of the reports 
were Landmark in tone. The major item of busi- 
ness was the reception of a committee from the 
Clark Co. Landmark Baptist Association. This 
group came with a proposal for a merger of the 
two bodies. The idea was favorably received and a 
committee from the Pike Co. Association was ap- 
pointed to work out details with the brethren 
from Clark Co. The merger was quickly accom- 
plished and the new body named the Clark-Pike 
Missionary Baptist Association. This action was 
then referred to the local churches for their ap- 
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proval. This was done without delay and a new 
Baptist fellowship was born. Rev. Compere, writ- 
ing in The Baptist Advance, reported that the new 
association was, "Landmark [in character] with a 
little sprinkling of Convention Baptists" and, he 
added, "we usually get along smoothly."44 This 
state of affairs would soon change. 


The Clark Co. Association 

The 1905 exodus of the Pike Co. Land- 
mark churches from the Red River Association 
did not end that Association's struggle with the 
Landmark question. In the 1907 session a ques- 
tion arose over whether the associational mis- 
sionary was an employee of the Association as a 
whole of the Association's Board of Missions. 
The Association voted that the missionary was 
working for the Mission Board itself. In defend- 
ing this principle the Association once again en- 
dorsed the program of work of the Convention 
system. However, for the sake of harmony and 
unity among its Landmark and Convention fac- 
tions, the associational reports for the next sev- 
eral years dealing with missions, orphan's 
homes, and Sunday schools, gave a slight nod to 
the work of Landmark institutions and organiza- 
tions. In 1911 eight of the body's twenty-nine 
churches indicated their Landmark preferences 
by stating that they used Landmark Sunday 
School literature in their Sunday schools.4° 

An example of just how divided the Bap- 
tists of this area were over these questions can be 
seen in the records of old Mount Bethel Church. 
In 1902 this church took a very strong anti-Con- 
vention stand when it voted to withdraw from the 
Arkansas State Convention until that body "re- 
turned to the Landmarks held so dear by all true 
Baptists." The stated concern of the church was 
the Convention's "encroachment upon church 
sovereignty." However, within a few years it be- 
came evident that there was a difference of opin- 
ion within the membership over this matter. In 
October of 1905 the church voted to represent in 
both the State Convention and the State General 
Association. However, the question continued to 
disrupt its membership. In May of 1907 the 
church asked its pastor to "preach two sermons 
paraleling the mission methods of the 
Convention and the [Landmark] associational 
systems." Within a few months the church agreed 
that in order to insure harmony and end strife, 
each church member would be allowed to send his 
mission offerings to "the work of that member's 
choice." 

That Fall the church once again voted to 
send messengers to each state body. However, this 
compromise accomplished little. For the next 
two years the church could not agree on repre- 
senting in either state body.4© It was not until 
1911 that a resolution was found for this prob- 
lem. That year twenty-four members of Mount 
Bethel were dismissed at one time. These mem- 


bers seem to have constituted the hard-core 
Landmark element within the church. On May 7 
these Baptists met in the nearby Springdale 
Community and organized the Springdale 
Landmark MBC. It entered the Red River Associ- 
ation that fall. Its entry seemed to have given 
some more influence to the Landmark churches. 
At the 1912 session the reports of the Association 
reflected a much more balanced treatment of 
Landmark and Convention mission efforts and 
institutions.47 

However, for the next two years the 
records of this association indicate little vocal 
Landmark support. After 1914, the Springdale 
Church did not again represent in the Red River 
Association. By 1915, when Eld. W. E. Sherrell, a 
fiery Landmark advocate, became pastor of the 
church at Gurdon, the Landmark attitudes to- 
ward the Red River Association appear to be un- 
dergoing a change. His preaching may have been 
the catalyst that led to the formation of a sepa- 
rate Landmark Baptist Association in Clark 
Co.48 

Early in 1917 Springdale Church sent out 
a call to all "free Missionary Baptist" churches in 
Clark Co. to meet with them on April 27 to form a 
new association, "free from the Southern Baptist 
Convention rule." This invitation was extended 
to all congregations, "desiring some scriptural 
body that they could meet in, free from conven- 
tionism." The call also stated that the new body 
would work exclusively with the state and na- 
tional Landmark associations, and "do mission 
work within the bounds of" Clark Co.49 

An account of this meeting was published 
in The Baptist by Eld. J. A. Smith, who was visit- 
ing the Landmark churches in Clark Co. at that 
time. He preached at South Fork, New Home, and 
Clear Spring churches. His tour ended at the or- 
ganization session of the new association at 
Springdale Church. He reported that seven 
churches were represented by messengers. After a 
"full and free discussion," he wrote, "four of the 
churches present agreed to go into the new body." 
The other three were "in harmony with this 
move, but were not instructed to [do so at this 
time]." The group chose the name Clark County 
Landmark Missionary Baptist Association. Bro. 
J. W. Scott, pastor of Springdale Church, was cho- 
sen moderator. The name of the clerk is not 
known. The churches present were: Springdale, 
Hammond's Chapel, New Home, Bethel at 
Okolona, Gurdon, and possibly Clear Springs. 
The former editor of the old Arkansas Baptist, 
Dr. W. A. Clark, who had retired after the defeat 
at Paragould, was the guest speaker for the Sun- 
day Morning service. Bro. A. O. Wells from Gur- 
don was elected local associational mission- 
ary."50 

The first annual session of the Clark Co. 
Association met with the New Home Church, 
eight miles north of Gurdon in 1919. Eld. J. T. 
Gathright was elected Moderator and S. C. Swin- 
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ney was chosen Clerk. Wellsville Church was 
added by petition. Bro. Wells, the missionary, 
reported that his salary was paid in full and 
money was left in the mission treasury. "This 
Association, wrote a visitor, "is located in a great 
field, [and has] great opportunities.">! In 1919 the 
Association met with the church at Gurdon. Two 
new churches, Bethel Springs, now Red Springs, 
and Clear Springs were admitted into the 
fellowship. In commenting on the work of the 
Association, Bro. J. M. Roberson, the Clerk, 
wrote, "[We have] had a hard struggle...[and] some 
of the strongest opposition [had by] any Associa- 
tion and some of that too from people who claim 
to be Landmark Baptists." "When the Association 
was organized," he wrote, "some foes said, 'It is 
premature’, and others said, 'It is too weak to do 
anything'."°2 

The Association peaked in growth in 
1921, with a total of nine churches in its fellow- 
ship that year. These churches reported 708 
members. The Wellsville Church located in 
Nevada Co. was dismissed to the Union Associa- 
tion. Two local missionaries, Bros. Gathright 
and Scott, had preached across the area during 
the past year.93 

In 1922 the Association met with Ham- 
mond's Chapel Church near Gurdon. This was its 
last session. Unfortunately, no records of this 
meeting have survived. However, it is known that 
the body voted to seek a merger with its larger 
and much stronger sister association in Pike Co. 
That group already had within its fellowship sev- 
eral North Clark Co. churches. This consolida- 
tion was accomplished at Amity in the fall of 
1922, and brought together two organizations 
that were "one in faith and practice" into the 
Clark-Pike Association.°4 

In 1950 a new organization named Clark 
County Missionary Baptist Association was or- 
ganized. It's birth was the outgrowth of a bitter 
division within the churches of the American 
Baptist Association. Many of the churches and 
pastors associated with the old Clark Co. Asso- 
ciation were in the formation of this new body. 


Clark-Pike Association 

The first session was held in September of 
1923 with the Springdale Church in Clark Co. Six 
churches from the old Clark Co. Association sent 
messengers: Springdale, Hammond's Chapel, 
Bethel at Okolona, Gurdon, Bethel Springs, now 
Red Springs, and New Home of Clark Co. 

The following churches were represented 
from the old Pike Co. Association: Amity, Ros- 
boro, Glenwood, Mount Moriah, Midway, Caney 
Fork, Caney Valley, Center Ridge, Gethsemene, 
Bethlehem, and Liberty Hill. One new church, 
Missionary Grove, located in Nevada Co., was re- 
ceived into the fellowship. This made a total of 
eighteen churches in the new Association. By 
unanimous vote the Association committed itself 


to working with the Arkansas State Association 
and national General Association. It also voted 
unanimously to refuse to seat any church that 
was "in harmony [with] and working with the 
State or Southern Baptist Convention." The 
group's annual report on missions decried the 
fact that "a great many Baptists have been led 
into a great system of institutionalism [,] where 
churches are only considered in the paying of the 
bills."55 

The next session of the Association con- 
vened with the Liberty Hill Church near Delight. 
Here, the messengers refused to seat the represen- 
tatives from the Amity Church because of its sup- 
port of the Southern Baptist Convention. This 
was the last attempt by Convention forces to in- 
fluence the Clark-Pike Association. It was now 
solidly within the Landmark camp. Within a few 
weeks of this rejection of the Amity Church, that 
church, and the churches at Rosboro, Glenwood, 
and Murfreesboro, formed their own 
"Convention" Association and named it Fel- 
lowship. However, it did not last long. Most of 
these churches soon returned to the Caddo River 
Association.°® 

Throughout the remainder of the decade 
of the 1920's, the Association continued to grow. 
The following churches were added to its fellow- 
ship during this period: Maple Springs, Bingen, 
Sayne, South Fork, Delight, Mount Pisgah, 
Alpine, Macedonia, Wellsville, Oak Grove, Mount 
Pleasant, Pilgrim Rest, Antioch, Bethlehem No. 2 
and Delight No. 2. A number of men worked as 
associational missionaries and organized 
churches, Sunday Schools and Baptist Training 
Courses. Beginning in 1924, the churches began 
working through the new American Baptist 
Association as it did mission work throughout 
the world.°7 

The decade of the 1930's was a time of eco- 
nomic hardship throughout the United States. 
The great depression of that saw the end of the 
large timber industry that had developed in 
Clark, Pike, and Montgomery counties shortly 
after 1900. By 1935 saw mills were closing across 
the area. In order to find work, many families 
moved to the West Coast. Entire communities 
throughout the area ceased to exist. Only fifteen 
churches sent messengers to the Association in 
1935. However, the churches that were left car- 
ried on the work of preaching the Gospel. They 
also worked to revive the churches that had been 
affected by the economy. They were especially ac- 
tive in supporting the work of the Texarkana 
Baptist Orphanage. Churches added to the fellow- 
ship of the Association during the 1930's were: 
Gum Springs, New Caney, Sunshine, New Home 
in Garland Co., Calvary, Salem in Clark Co., and 
Chalybeate Valley. 

Bethel Church, located at Glenwood, be- 
came inactive during the 1920's as many of its 
members moved to nearby towns to work in the 
saw mills. It was revived during the middle 1930's 
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under the preaching of Eld. J. L. Hamilton, who 
was buried in Bethel Cemetery. The church was 
re-admitted to the Association in 1938, and has 
been active in its work ever since.58 

In 1950 a division within the churches of 
the American Baptist Association resulted in the 
formation of a new national Missionary Baptist 
fellowship, knows as the North American Baptist 
Association. It is now called the Baptist Mission- 
ary Association of America. Most of the churches 
of the Association that were located in the 
Gurdon area of Clark Co. chose to leave the fel- 
lowship of the Clark-Pike Association and the 
American Baptist Association and join the new 
body. The churches at Gurdon, New Caney, Gum 
Springs, New Home, and Bethel met together in 


the fall of that year and formed the Clark Co. 
Baptist Missionary Association. Later they were 
joined by the Hammond's Chapel Church. Temple 
Church in Murfreesboro joined the Howard Co. 
Association.°9 

Despite this loss, the Association contin- 
ued to grow. Twenty-four churches sent messen- 
gers to the 1952 session. Since that time new 
churches have been established at Mount Ida, 
Glenwood, and near Pearcy. In 1992 twenty 
churches represented at the Association's annual 
session held with the Pilgrim Rest Church near 
Lodi.©9° For more information see the histories of 
the Association that were published in the 1925, 
1933, and 1966 minutes. 


Appendix I 
Clark-Pike Missionary Baptist Association 
Date Year 
Church and Co. Organ Location Enter Current Status 

Alamo, Montgomery 1932 SE of Norman 1943 Active in C-P Ass'n 

Alpine/Union, Clark 1855 Alpine 1926 Active in Clark-Pike 

Antioch, Montgomery 1930 Near Black Springs 1930 Disbanded in 1930's 

Amity, First, Clark 1878 Amity 1923 Active,in SBC leic © 
in 1924 

Baring Cross (see 1945 Arkadelphia 1945 Active in Saline Ass'n, 

Westside), Clark Left C-P in 1958 

Bethel, Clark c.1886 Okolana 1923 Active in BMA, left C-P 
in 1950 

Bethel, Pike 1848 East of Glenwood 1938 Active in C-P 

Bethel Springs, Clark 1894 East of Gurdon 1923 (see Red Springs) 

Bethlehem, First, Pike 1888 Kirby 1923 Active in C-P 

Bethlehem, No. 2, Pike 1930 _— Billstown 1930 Inactive since 1931 

Bengen, Hempstead 1924 Bengin 1924 .(?); Left C-Pin 1925 

Calvary, Pike 1939 Bowen 1939 Disbanded about 1959 

Caney Fork, Pike 1883 Shawmut 1923 Inactive after 1936 

Caney Valley, Pike 1885 West of Amity 19236 -Active:in: C-P 

Center Ridge, Pike c.1908 Shawmut 1923 Inactive by 1939 

Chalybeate Valley, Clark c.1921 South of Alpine 1939 Activelin C-P 

Clairmont, Garland c.1965 Hot Springs 1965 Disbanded about 1969 

Cross Roads, Clark 1951 Gurdon 1951» Activesiny C-F 

Delight, First, Pike 1875 ~— Delight 1925. Active in C-P 

(see Wolf Creek) 

Delight, Second, Pike 1930 —Delight 1930 Disbanded after 1931 

Eden, Pike c.1961 Star of the West 1961 Active in C-P 

First Street,. Pike 1986 Glenwood 1986 Active in C-P 

Gethsemene, Clark 1894 Graysonia 1923 Inactive after 1951 

Glenwood, First, Pike 1907 Glenwood 1923 Active in SBC, Left C-P 
in 1924 

Gum Springs, Clark 1931 Gum Springs 1931 ae a BMA, Left C-P 
in 1 

Gurdon, First, Clark 1882 Gurdon 1923 Active in BMA, Left C-P 
in 1950 

Hammonds Chapel, Clark 1902 12 miles E of Gurdon 1923 Active in BMA, Left C-P 
in 1950 

Hill Top, Garland 1987 Pearcy 1987 Active in C-P 

Landmark, Montgomery 1978 Mt. Ida 1978 Active in C-P 

Liberty Hill, Pike 1872 Near Delight 1923 Active in C-P 

Macedonia, Pike c.1880 NW of Pike City 1927 Disbanded about 1950 

Maple Springs, Pike 1880 At Roy 1924 (?) Left C-P in 1938 
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Midway, Clark c.1903 North of Amity 1923 Active in C-P. 
Missionary Grove, 1885 North of Prescott 1923 Active in BMA, Left C-P 


Nevada 


in 1956 


Mt. Moriah, Hot Spring 1888 Bonnerdale 1923 Active in C-P 

Mt. Pisgah, Montgomery 1867 East of Glenwood 1926 Active in C=P 

Mt. Pleasant, Pike 1889 Langley 1928 Active in C-P 

Murfreesboro, Pike 1877 Murfreesboro 1923 nea fe SBC, Left C-P 
in 

New Caney, Clark 1932 Near Gurdon 1933 ee se BMA, Left C-P 
in 

New Galilee, Clark 1955 Amity 1955. . Activeiny@-P 

New Home, Clark c.1856 Okolona 1923 oan BMA, Left C-P 
in 

New Home, Garland c.1882 North of Royal 1930 Active in Saline Ass'n, 
left C-P in 1975 

Oak Grove, (?) c.1928 Somewhere N. of Amity 1929 Inactive after 1931 

Palestine, Garland (?) Near Bear 1950 (?),Not in C-P after 1966 

Pike City, Pike 1896-7 Pike City 1924 Active in C-P 

Pilgrim Rest, Pike c.1913 Lodi 1928 - Active in-€-P 

Pollard, OK (2) Pollard, OK 1944 (?) Left C-P in 1946 

Red Springs (See Bethel East of Gurdon Left €-P in 1981; 

Springs)®!, Clark active in Saline Ass'n 

Rosboro, Pike 1908  Rosboro 1923 Disbanded, Left C-P in 
1923 

Salem-Clark, Clark c.1892 South of Amity 1930) “Active in ©€-P 

Salem-Pike, Pike 1873 West of Glenwood 1923. Active in<C-P 

Sayre, Ouachita or Nevada __ (?) Near Reader 1924 (?), Left C-P after 1927 


Social Hill, Garland (? West of Hot Springs 1950— Left C-Piing loo: 
active in Saline Ass'n 

South Fork, Clark 1856 North of Gurdon 1925: (?), Left C-P in 1943 

Springdale, Clark 1911 West of Arkadelphia 1923 Merged with Baring 
Cross Church in 1957 

Sunshine, Clark (?) Near Gurdon 1934 (?) Left C-P about 1946 

Sweet Liberty, Hempstead () Fulton 1941 (?) Left C-Pin 1942 

Temple, Pike 1944 Murfreesboro 1944 Active in BMA, Left C-P 
in 1950 

Trinity, Pike 1972 Murfreesboro 1972 Active in C-P 

Union (See Alpine) 

Vaden, Clark 1918 East of Gurdon 1943 (?), Left C-P in 1948 

Wellsville, Nevada c.1917 Near Blevins 1927 Not active in 1933 

Westside, Clark 1945 Arkadelphia 1945 Name changed to 


Baring Cross in 1954 
Wolf Creek, organized as Brocktown Church c. 1875; name changed to Wolf Creek in 1882; name 
changed to Delight in 1897. 


Baring Cross left C-P in 1958; New Home left C-P in 1975; Red Springs left C-P in 1981; Social Hill left C- 


Pin 1958 


Clark-Pike Landmark Missionary Baptist Association 


Year Church Moderator Clerk Chs. Rep. 
1922 Amity G.D. Griffin no minute 

1923 Springdale R.A. Tucker W.E. Haynie 17 
1924 Liberty Hill R.A. Tucker J.R. Andrews 14 
1925 Gurdon R.A. Tucker J.R. Andrews 17 
1926 Delight R.A. Tucker J.R. Andrews 21 
1927 South Fork W.M. Patterson J.A. Andrews 22 
1928 Salem-Pike RA. Pucker J.A. Andrews 22 
1929 Springdale R.A. Tucker J.R. Andrews 15 
1930 Missionary Grove R.A. Tucker J.R. Andrews Wg 
1931 Bethlehem-Kirby R.A. Tucker J.R. Andrews 22 
1932 South Fork W.E. Haynie J.R. Andrews 20 
1933 Caney Valley W.E. Haynie J.R. Andrews 23 


1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
tere! 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
S77 
1978 
179 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
ese)! 
1992 
1993 


Springdale 
Liberty Hill 
Gurdon, First 
Bethlehem, Kirby 
Caney Valley 
Alpine 

New Home, Royal 
Bethlehem, Kirby 
Hammonds Chapel 
Delight, First 
Gurdon, First 
Caney Valley 
New Home, Royal 
West Side 

Alamo 

Liberty Hill 
Hammonds Chapel 
Bethlehem, First 
New Home, Royal 
Liberty Hill 
Caney Valley 
Cross Roads 
Bethel, Pike 
Bethlehem, Kirby 
Caney Valley 
Cross Roads 

New Galilee 
Bethel 

Caney Valley 
Delight, First 
Pilgrim Rest 
Bethel 
Bethlehem, Kirby 
Mt. Pisgah 

Pike City 

New Home 
Delight, First 
Pilgrim Rest 
Bethel 
Bethlehem 

New Home 

Red Springs 
Pilgrim Rest 
Bethlehem, Kirby 
Alpine 

Bethel 
Bethlehem, Kirby 
Mt. Pisgah 
Landmark, Mt. Ida 
Caney Valley 
Bethlehem 

Mt. Moriah 
Pilgrim Rest 
Bethel 
Bethlehem, Kirby 
Caney Valley 
Landmark, Mt. Ida 
Mt. Moriah 
Pilgrim Rest 


Trinity, Murfreesboro 
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Ue Ca Chait 
ch @a Crain 
J.C, Crain 
ILIGAC, (Cigsboa 
Ort Ga Grainy 
J.L. Hamilton 
J.L. Hamilton 
Oe bee 


J.L. Lee 

J.L. Hamilton 
J.L. Hamilton 
J.L. Hamilton 
J.L. Hamilton 
J.L. Hamilton 
J.L. Hamilton 
Jesse Duren 
Jee Duren 
J.H. Duren 
Pen Moran 
Grady Whisenhunt 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Cloyd Wright 
Keith Howell 
Keith Howell 
Keith Howell 
Glynn Self 
Donnie Davis 
Keith Shewbart 
Keith Shewbart 


J.R. Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
J.R. Andrews 
Kyle Andrews 
Kyle Andrews 
Kyle Andrews 


= 
x 
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Robert Melancen 


Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 
Ruth Harris 


Gary Welch 
Gary Welch 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Booker Graves 
Bob Goin 

Bob Goin 

Bob Goin 

Bob Goin 

Bob Goin 

Bob Goin 

Bob Goin 


20 
15 
19 
2h 
24 
20 
25 
24 
24 
28 
30 
32 
21 
28 
30 
29 
25 
Pas) 
24 
23 
24 
22 
21 
22 
22 
20 
20 
24 
21 
21 
21 
22 
21 
18 
18 
19 
12 
19 
20 
8) 
hg) 
20 
20 
Pa | 
22 
22 
22, 
23 
23 
22 
24 
23 
23 
24 
23 
22 
23 
23 
23 
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Bethel Missionary Baptist Church 
Glenwood 

Bethel MBC, Glenwood, the oldest Baptist 
Church in Pike Co., and one of the oldest Mis- 
sionary Baptist Churches in western Arkansas, 
was organized August 5, 1848, about two miles SE 
of its present location. 

Charter members were William F., Mary 
L., and Mary C. Browning, Jesse Cunningham, 
William Tucker, Frances Maynard, and Nancy 
Foshee. The church was originally named Caddo 
Vally, and then later Pleasant Grove, before the 
name Bethel was adopted in 1861. 

William F. Browning was born in Thomas 
Co., GA in 1802. He moved to Clark Co. AR in 
1841, and settled near Mt. Bethel Church, about 7 
miles SW of Arkadelphia. On Christmas Day, 
1847, Mt. Bethel Church granted letters of dis- 
mission to the Brownings. During that winter 
they moved to Calbeth Township, Pike Co., and 
built a large double-log house on the Mt. Ida Road, 
north of the Caddo River. 

It was at the Browning home that Bethel 
Church was constituted. He had invited two Bap- 
tist preachers to lead in the organization. They 
were William Hardage, pastor of DeRoche 
Church, Hot Springs Co., and William L. Ander- 
son of Mt. Bethel Church. 

The fledgling village of Amity was sad- 
dened by the death of its founder, William F. 
Browning, on July 26. 1854. Eld. William Spates, 
his pastor at that time, chaired an associational 
committee which wrote a suitable tribute. 

For twelve years the church worshipped at 
a site near the Browning Farm. After holding 
services temporarily at a "store house" at the Bo- 
hannon Spring near the home of Mrs. Robert 
Baker, the church moved to a "new school house" 
located near the present site. 

During the Civil War, Bethel Church 
maintained preaching and prayer services on a 
fairly consistant basis. This was due the the 
faithfulnes of the church emmebrs and the tire- 
less labors of Bethel's pastor, Thomas F. Welch. 
"Parson" Welch was too old to take active part in 
the War. At the conclusion of the War he may 
have been the only active Baptist preacher in the 
area. It is reported his preaching tours took him 
as far as Mt. Ida, Nashville, Alpine, and DeRoche, 
as well as Bethel Church. As a result, Bethel was 
the largest and most active Baptist Church in 
northern Clark, southern Montgomery, eastern 
Hot Springs and all of Pike counties. 

By the summer of 1867, Bethel dismissed 
ten members to organize the Mt. Pisgah Baptist 
Church. Bethel also led in reorganizing the Caddo 
River Baptist Association, beginning in 1866. 
However, the 1868 session, at which the Mt. 
Pisgah Church was received. was the first true as- 
sociational meeting following the War's disrup- 
tions. 

By 1869 both the church and the school 
had outgrown the building. The building was en- 


larged by an addition to the south side. This log 
building continued to be used until 1885, when 
the church voted to build a church house specifi- 
cally for the church. The new building was_ built 
on the present cite of the church. A picture of this 
building has been preserved and presented to the 
church. The building was re-roofed in 1908, and 
continued to be used by the church until the pre- 
sent building was constructed in 1950. 

Eld. Thomas Franklin Welch served as 
pastor off and on from 1854 until his death in 
1871. A native of Hardeman Co., TN, he was or- 
dained by the Piney Grove Church of that county 
in 1850. He moved to Arkansas in 1853. He was 
buried in a family grave yard that years later be- 
came the Glenwood Cemetery. The church records 
contain his obituary, which notes that "Parson" 
Welch preached "incessantly until within a few 
house of his death." Five of his six sons became 
Baptist preachers. Most of the family moved to 
Texas about 1900. 

Another important figure in the early his- 
tory of Bethel was Eld. John Neighbors, also a na- 
tive of TN. He and his family moved to the area 
about 1845 and became members of Bethel in 
1853. He was licensed to preach in 1862 and or- 
dained in 1866. He also served as church clerk 
from 1861 until 1877. He and his family left 
Bethel to join the church at Rock Creek in 1877. 

Bethel Church left the Caddo River Asso- 
ciation in 1907 and petitioned the new Pike Co. 
Association for felowship. During the period 
from World War I until the mid 1930's, Bethel 
Church struggled to maintain church services. Its 
representation at the Clark-Pike Association 
was infrequent until the church underwent a pe- 
riod of revival beginning in 1938. A new building 
was constructed in 1950. Additions were made 
during the 1960's, and a complete remodeling and 
expansion was completed during the 1980's. A 
parsonage was completed during the 1980's. 

--adapted from "Camping in Old Colbath: 
A Short History of Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church" 1980, and "A History of Bethel Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church" 1991, both researched 
and compiled by Russell P. Baker 


Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church 

Mt. Pisgah Church can trace its begin- 
nings to July, 1866, when Richard Tallant was 
received into Bethel MBC near Glenwood. 

Richard Tallant was born in Cass Co., GA 
in 1839. After the death of his father about 1860, 
Richard and his family moved to Pike Co., AR. 
After service in the Civil War, he and his family 
moved to Southern Montgomery Co. Here he 
settled near a counsin, Dr. Hamilton L. Wasson, a 
physician, in what was to become the Mt. Pisgah 
Community. The Wassons were from McMinn 
Co., TN. 

During a great revival which started in 
Oct., 1866 and lasted for two years, over forty new 
members were added to Bethel Church, including 
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Richard Tallant and Dr. Hamilton Wasson. By 
the summer of 1867 there was enough interest 
among the families in the Mt. Pisgah Community 
to establish a new church. In July Dr. and Mrs. 
Wasson, James N. and Sarah Wasson, Richard 
Tallant, Louisa Ann Hall, soon to be Richard's 
wife, and Martha Childres, were dismissed from 
Bethel to form the new church. 

In Octover, 1867, when the Caddo Ruver 
Association met at Bethel Church, a petitionary 
letter was presented by Mt. Pisgah Church. 
Richard Tallant was church clerk, and the dele- 
gates were H. L. Wasson, Richard Tallant, and 
Henry Whisanhunt. Eld. Thomas Welch, who died 
in August of 1871 was the pastor. The church re- 
ported sixteen members, including six who had 
been added to the church by baptism. 

By 1871 the membership had reached 50. 
However, with the organization of other new 
churches in the area, Mt. Pisgah's membership 
declined to 17 by 1875. H. L. and Rachel Wasson 
gave Mt. Pisgah "a certain parcel of land so long 
as the said Mt. Pisgah Church shall be and re- 
main a missionary church and no longer." The 
deed to the two-acre plot, thought to be the origi- 
nal site of the church, was signed April 2, 1880. 

About 1872 the Wasson family left the Mt. 
Pisgah Community and moved up the Caddo 
River. Dr. Wasson settled at Black Springs and 
James N. at Manfred. Here James was active in 
the organization of the Old Pleasant Valley MBC. 

From 1875 until 1904 the membership 
reached forty-one. The church had preaching the 
fourth Sunday of each month, sharing a pastor 
with other churches. The first mention of a Sun- 
day School was in 1886, with Deacon Richard 
Tallant in charge. By 1902 the church was meet- 
ing in a modest sized building of its own. The 
church is now located on U. S. Hwy. 70, east of 
Glenwood. 

In 1902 the church withdrew from the 
strongly Pro-SBC Caddo River Baptist Assoc. and 
in 1910 became a charter member of the Caddo 
River Baptist Association, South. Its churches 
were scattered across an area from Caddo Gap to 
western Garland County. During this period the 
membership grew to a high of 62 in 1913. 

The Caddo River Assoc., South disbanded 
in 1921. In 1926 Mt. Pisgah petitioned for mem- 
bership with the Clark-Pike Association. In 1927 
the church reported 53 enrolled in Sunday 
School and a total membership of 70. 

--adapted from history prepared by Rus- 
sell P. Baker 


Caney Valley Missionary Baptist Church, 
Pike Co. 

The "Baptist Church of Christ" at Caney 
Valley was organized July 5, 1885. Bethel MBC at 
Glenwood was the sponsoring church. Twelve 
charter members responded positively to the re- 
port of the committee on rules and decorum. The 
charter members were: 


Eld. J. J. Hughes, pastor; W. W. McClain, 
deacon; L. W. Herring, deacon; W. W. Smith, clerk; 
J. E. Kennedy, R. P. Caldwell, W. G. Hilton, James 
Welchm G. F. Welch, Sis. Sallie A. Smith, Sis. 
Mollie E. Hardy, and G. T. Smith. 

On Sep. 5, 1885, the petitionary letter to 
the Caddo River Baptist Association was read and 
adopted. 

The church is currently located about two 
miles west of the original site, on Ebenezer Road, 
approximately one mile off Highway 84. 

The latest building was a new sanctuary 
completed in November, 1984 and dedicated in 
May, 1985. 


Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church 
Langley 

Salem (Pike) MBC extended an arm to 
Lodi, and Pilgrim Rest MBC was organized July 
20, 1879. An arm was extended from Pilgrim Rest 
to Langley and Mt. Pleasant MBC was organized 
about the year 1885. 

It is not known who the charter members 
were, but the church was organized in the home of 
Will Phillips, and it is assumed that he and some 
of his family were charter members. It is also as- 
sumed that D. B. White and his wife, Elizabeth, 
and Bill White and his wife, Fannie, were charter 
members. 

The church united with the Caddo River 
LMB Association, and entertained the meeting of 
1898. When this association aligned with the 
State Convention, Mt. Pleasant Church identi- 
fied with the Pike Co. Association when it was 
organized in 1905. The Pike Co. and Clark Co. 
Associations were combined in 1922 to form the 
Clark-Pike Association. 

The church worshipped in the home of 
Will Phillips, north of Hwy. 84, about one-fourth 
mile east of the road that leads to the Langley 
Cemetery, until a house of worship was built on 
the south side of Hwy. 84. The church worshipped 
in this building until 1930 when a new building 
was completed at the present site, about one-half 
mile west of the crossroads Hwy. 369 and Hwy. 
84, on Big Blocker Creek at Langley. This build- 
ing was dedicated on May 17, 1931. 

This building served the church until 
1967, when the present concrete block building 
was constructed just west of the old building. In 
1974 an annex was built. 

In the early years of the church there were 
no roads leading into this area, except what 
might be termed "wagon roads". It was hard for a 
preacher to travel any distance to pastor the 
heurch. Eld. John White lived at Lodi. The church 
would call other pastors to pastor, but usually 
had to depend on Bro. White to do the preaching. 

Other pastors have included: 

Elders R. A. Tucker, W. H. Harvey, J. L. Lee, 
J.F.C. Crain, J. H. Duren, R. A. Bell, H. B. Wright, 
and Booker Graves. 
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Bethlehem Landmark Missionary 


Baptist Church, Kirby 

The Bethlehem Landmark MBC was orga- 
nized April 28, 1888. Eld. J. J. Hughes was 
Moderator and T. J. Welch was Clerk, also Eld. L. 
Autry and deacon L. T. Bagwell. 

The Abstract of Faith of the Caddo River 
Missionary Baptist Association and the Church 
Covenant were read and adopted. The church was 
first in the Caddo River Assoc., and has been in 
the Clark-Pike Assoc. since it was organized. 

Charter members: J. R. Motley, W. L. Ham, 
M. J. Root, J. B. Cowart, and Sisters M. A. Cowart, 
Minnie L. Motley, all from Pilgrim Rest Church, 
Pike Co., and Sis. Elizabeth Hugins from Corinth 
Baptist Church, Clay Co., AL. 

The Presbytery then gave the right hand 
of fellowship in recognition of them as a Church 
of Jesus Christ. 

Eld. L. Autry was elected as Pastor and W. 
L. Ham as Clerk. The name Bethlehem was se- 
lected for the church. Eld. Autry served as pastor 
until he moved to Texas in 1890. 

A church building was first mentioned in 
1904, and in 1907 moved in order that the church 
could build a building and paint it. In March of 
1947 the church voted to tear down the old build- 
ing to make room for a new building. Four 
Sunday School rooms were added in 1950. 

The present church building was con- 
structed in 1982. 


Trinity Missionary Baptist Church 
Murfreesboro 

Trinity MBC was organized July 2, 1972. 
The sponsoring church was Bethlehem of Kirby, 
AR, Bro. Grady Whisenhunt, pastor. 

The Baptist Way-Book by Ben M. Bogard 
was adopted as a document stating in general the 
interpretation of the doctrines and practices of a 
New Testament church. 

The organizational sermon was preached 
by L. Chester Guinn. Eld. Leon Graves was elected 
as Missionary Pastor. The church voted to affili- 
ate with the Clerk-Pike Association and the 
American Baptist Association. 

Charter Members: Myrtle Galloway, Eld. 
Leon Graves, Betty Graves, Joel Wright, Jr., Craig 
Wright, Corby Wright, Barry Wright, Janet 
Wright, Joyce Couch, Leo Champion, and Kather- 
ine Champion. 

Two acres of land were purchased from 
Bro, Graves on Sep. 17, 1971, which is the present 
location of the church. Other land was purchased 
in 1975, and the property on which the parsonage 
was located was purchased Feb. 3, 1977, and one 
other plot has since been purchased, making a to- 
tal of seven acres. 

Bro. Graves served as Missionary Pastor 
until 1976. Trinity Church sponsored Bro. Graves 


to go to Salem, AR (on Hwy. 62), to establish a 
mission, which is now an organized church. 


New Galilee Landmark Missionary 


Baptist Church, Amity 

The New Galilee LMBC was organized 
January 2, 1955, under the sponsorship of Caney 
Valley MBC, Amity. Bro. Hershel Adams, Asso- 
ciational Missionary, began holding services in 
the fall of 1954. 

Charter members were: 

Hazel Adams, Hershel Adams, J. C. Flo- 
rence, Cora Garner, Bob Hancock, Tuleda Han- 
cock, Robbie Jean Hancock, Linda June Hancock, 
Tommie Hancock, and Norma Poarch. 

In October, 1955, Bro. Robert Melancen 
was called as pastor. The church purchased land, 
built a building, and began services in the unfin- 
ished building by June, 1956. Sunday School 
rooms were added in 1972, and the building was 
remodeled and bricked in 1978. 

Other pastors have included Elders Glynn 
Self, Booker Graves, Jesse Duren, Cloyd Wright, 
Andrew Conatser, Billy Quinn and Clarence Tull. 

The church sponsored a mission at Mt. 
Ida for three years, that was organized as Land- 
mark MBC of Mt. Ida. Eld. Booker Graves was 
missionary. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 


Mt. Ida 

The mission was organized Sep. 19, 1974, 
under the direction of Bro. Booker Graves, Mis- 
sionary from New Galilee MBC. The property was 
purchased on Oct. 6, 1974. This property con- 
sisted of 2.5 acres on Hwy. 270 East in Mt. Ida. 
The mission met in the homes of members until 
Nov. 3, 1974, when they met for the first time in 
the building purchased to be used for the mission. 

The church was organized on May 6, 1978. 
Charter members were Bro. Booker Graves, Sis. 
Virgie Graves, Bro. Clyde Plummer, Sis. Martha 
Plummer, Sis. Viola Pinkerton, Bro. Irven 
Plummer, Sis. Iva Plummer, Bro. Calvis Finney, 
Sis. Martha Finney, Bro. George Forthman, Sis. 
Janelle Forthman, Bro. Bob Goin, Sis. Lovaun 
Goin, Bro. Oliver Cunningham, Sis. Gladys Cun- 
ningham, Bro. Earl Funderburk, Sis. Lena 
Funderburk, Bro. John Bailey, Sis. Bertha 
Bailey, Bro. Cecil Bailey, Sis. Sandy Finney, Bro. 
David Hicks, Bro. Marvin Forthman, Bro. Larry 
Goin, Sis. Tracey Goin, Bro. Ray Keith, Sis. Oleita 
Keith. 

The new church building was begun on 
March 10, 1979. The building was dedicated on 
May 1, 1982. 

Bro. Booker Graves was the first pastor. 
Other pastors have been Bro. Preston Addison 
and Bro. William Dollar. 
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l Arkansas Gazette [Little Rock, AR], March 7, 1826, 
p- 1, col. 1-2, and "Early History of the Baptists in 
Clark County," Dr. William S. Smith Collection, 
General Microfilm File, Arkansas History Commis- 
sion, Little Rock, AR. Micro-filmed material located 
at the History Commission will be hereafter cited as: 
on microfilm at AHC. 

2Records of the Mount Bethel Baptist Church on mi- 
crofilm at AHC. 

3"History" of Mount Gilead Baptist Church on micro- 
film at AHC. 

4Centennial Minutes and History of the Saline Bap- 
tist Association, 1936 on Microfilm at AHC. 

5Minutes of the Red River Baptist Association, 1848 
on microfilm at AHC. Hereafter cited as Red R. Min- 
utes with the date/ dates. 

SRecords of the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church and 
records of the Bethel MBC, both on microfilm at 
AHC. 

7Red. R. Minutes, 1848 and 1851. Few records of this 
association have been located before 1870. 

S8Minutes of the Saline Baptist Association, 1848. 
Hereafter cited as Sal. Minutes with date/dates, Red 
R. Minutes, 1848, and Minutes of the Caddo River 
Baptist Association, 1853-1860 on microfilm at the 
AHC. Hereafter cited as C. R. Minutes with 
date/dates. The Pike County courthouse burned in 
1895 destroying all county records. Information on the 
early history of this county is hard to come by. 

9 Arkansas Historic Survey Project, WPA Guide to 
Vital Records in Arkansas, Vol. 11, Church Archives 
(c. 1942), p. 394 and Goodspeed's Biographical and 
Historical Memoirs, Western Arkansas (1891), pp. 
479-480. 

10C_R. Minutes, 1854-1855. 

11 Thid, 1853,-1900 and Jeff D. Welch, Welch [Family] 
(c. 1951), pp. 23-25. 

12Red. R. Minutes, 1851, and Pike Co. Tax Records, 
1852 on microfilm at AHC. For a biography of Dr. 
James R. Graves, see O. L. Hailey, J. R. Graves: Life, 
Times, and Teachings (1922). 

13 Willard D. Hughes, A Study of the Kelleyites 
(1977); Tennessee Baptist [Nashville, TN], May 16 
and Nov. 21, 1857; "Samuel Kelley,” individual file 
at AHC; and C. R. Minutes, 1855-1859. Kelley states 
that he was just teaching the same things that Bap- 
tists taught in Illinois when he was ordained. It is an 
interesting fact that many of the Kelleyite Churches 
use Missionary Baptist literature, published by the 
American Baptist Association, in their Sunday 
Schools. 

14Russell P. Baker, "A Short History of Mt. Pisgah 
MBC 1866-1930", Missionary Baptist Searchlight 
[Little Rock, AR], January 1993, pp. 9-10, 12. 

15 Goodspeed's Biographical and Historical Memoirs 
of Southern Arkansas (1890), p. 323-342; Dallas 
County, Arkansas Marriage Records Book "B", p. 245, 


and 1900 U. S. Census, Pike Township, Pike County, 
Arkansas. Bro. Copeland was born in 1837. 

'6C. R. Minutes, 1872, and Red. R. Minutes, 1883. 
Red R. Minutes, 1884-1901; C. R. Minutes, 1880-1901; 
and Annuals of the Arkansas State Convention, 1879- 
1887 on microfilm at the AHC. 

181 D. Foreman and Alta Payne, The Life and Works 
of Benjamin Marcus Bogard (1966), Vol. 2, p. 305-311. 
The "Whitsitt" Controversy that raged during much 
of this period was due to the teachings of one such 
"eastern" educated Baptist minister, Dr. William H. 
Whitsitt. 

19This big church-little church issue seems never to 
have been adequately understood by those opposed to 
the doctrine of Landmarkism. 


20 Russell P. Baker, "A 'Battle between Giants', The 
Paragould Convention of 1901", 1983 Minutes and 
Yearbook of the State Association of Missionary 
Baptist Churches of Arkansas (1984), p. 59-63, and 
Red R. Minutes, 1890-1901. 

21 "Clark County Association," Baptist and Commoner 
[Little Rock, AR], Oct. 15, 1917, p. 2, col 2-3. 

22C. R. Minutes, 1902. Dr. Clark preached with great 
effect at the Association's Camp Grounds near Caddo 
Gap in 1902. See Arkansas Baptist, Sep. 3 and 10, 
1902, for an account of this meeting and a very good 
description of the meeting site. 

23C. R. Minutes, 1903-1905. 

24 Arkansas Baptist, Oct. 22, 1902, p. 12, col. 1-2, and 
Minutes of the Caney Valley MBC on Microfilm at 
AHC. 

25 Arkansas Baptist, March 12, 1902, p. 11, col. 2-3, 
and Ibid., April 9, 1902, p. 9, col. 3. 

26 Baptist Advance [Little Rock, AR] Sep. 20, 1906, p. 
12. This article stated that the State Convention be- 
gan its efforts to capture the churches of the Caddo 
River Association "20 years ago." 

27 Arkansas Baptist, Oct. 22, 1902, p. 12, col. 1-2. Red 
River churches endorsing the General Association 
were: Bethlehem, Clear Springs, DeGray, Mount 
Bethel, Bethel Springs, Liberty Hill, Pleasant Hill, 
Richwoods, South Fork, and Spring Hill. Spring Hill, 
Liberty Hill, and Bethlehem chruches were in Pike 
Co. 

28 Mount Bethel Records, microfilm at AHC. 

29Red R. Minutes, 1900-1910. 

30 Welch [Family], p. 87-88. 

3lRed R. Minutes, 1901. At this time both local 
associations and churches were entitled to dele- 
gates to the State Convention. 

32 Arkansas Baptist, March 19, 1902, p. 9, col. 1. 

33 Red R. Minutes, 1902. 

4 Tbid., 1903. 

35 Arkansas Baptist, March 12, 1902, Op Cit. 


412 Pioneer Faith 


% Landmark Baptist [Little Rock, AR], Jan. 26, 1905, 
p. 13, col. 3. This was the successor paper to Dr. 
Clark's Arkansas Baptist. 
37Red R. Minures, 1905. 
38C.C. Minutes, 1905-1906. 
39Caney Valley records. No mention of this meeting 
has survived outside of a note inthe records of Caney 
Valley Church. 
40 Minutes of the Pike Co. Missionary Baptist Asso- 
ciation, 1906-1913 on microfilm at AHC. Hereafter re- 
ferred to as P. C. Minutes with date / dates. 
41 ]BID., 1916. 
42 Arkansas Baptist, April 27, 1933, p. 5, Col. 2-3. See 
Compere's curious little work entitled, What is the 
Proper Attitude of Convention Baptists Toward other 
Baptists? (c. 1930) on microfilm at AHC for his views 
on Landmark Baptists. 
43P. C. Minutes, 1917-1918. See the full page ad in 
The Southern Standard [Arkadelphia, AR], Oct. 9, 
1919, p. 3. Landmark Baptists were unanimous in their 
pero ee to this vast fund-raising project. 

Baptist Advance, Oct. 12, 1922, p. 11, col. 2. 
45 Red R. Minutes, 1907-1911. 
46 Records of Mt. Bethel Church. The author knows of 
no other church that went to such great lengths to 
avoid a division over the Landmark question. Very 
few chruches are known to have represented in both 
Landmark and Convention bodies. 
47TBID., and Red R. Minutes, 1911-1912. The Spring- 
dale Church merged with the Baring Cross MBC in 
Arkadelphia in 1957. 
48 Red. R. Minutes, 1913-1919. For additional infor- 
mation on Sherril, see "William Ezekiel Sherrill," 
Individual File, AHC. 
49"Purpose and History of the Clark-Pike Missionary 
Baptist Association," Minutes of the Clark-Pike 
Missionary Baptist Association, 1966, p. 18-21. A na- 
tional Landmark Baptist Association was organized 
in 1905, called the Baptist General Association of the 
United States. In 1924 it combined with the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas to form the American 
Baptist Association. See Conrad N. Glover and Austin 
N. Powers, The American Baptist Association, 1924- 
1974 (1979). 
O"'Trip through Red River Association," The Baptist 
[Little Rock, AR], May 2, 1917, p. 8, col. 2-3. 
51"Clark County Association," Baptist and Commoner 
[Little Rock, AR], Oct. 3, 1917, p. 5. 
52"Clark County Association,” IBID., Oct. 15, 1919, p. 
DF COle2-3! 
53Minutes of the Clark Co. Landmark Baptist Asso- 
ciation, 1921 on microfilm at AHC. 
4 Baptist and Commoner, Sep. 16, 1922, p. 14, col. 1, 
P. C. Minutes, 1922, and Minutes of the Clark-Pike 
Missionary Baptist Association, 1925, p. 19, hereafter 
cited as C-P Minutes with date / dates. 
55C-p Minutes, 1923. 


S6"Membership Records Baptist Associations of 
Arkansas 1900-1935," unpublished manuscript on mi- 
crofilm at AHC. No records of the Fellowship Asso- 
ciation have been located. 

57 C-P Minutes, 1924-1930. 

58C-P Minutes, 1931-1940, and records of Bethel 
Church. 

SC-Pp, 1950-1951, and Minutes of the Clark Baptist 
Missionary Association, 1950-1951, on microfilm at 
AHC. 

60C-P Minutes, 1952-1992. 

61 Name changed from Bethel Springs to Red Springs 
in 1953. 


Mt. Hope Baptist Association 


The Mt. Hope Association of Missionary 
Baptist Churches was organized at Mt. Hope 
Church, Franklin Co., near Ratcliff on November 
22-23, 1919. 

According to the Statement of Principles: 
"Whereas a number of the churches within the 
bounds of the Dardanelle and Concord Associa- 
tions felt because of the fact of the aggression of 
Conventionism in these two Associations, which 
Conventionism being contrary to Baptist princi- 
ples in that it destroys the independence of the 
churches as desired to co-operate along old line 
Baptist principles, therefore a call was made by 
Mt. Hope Church for the churches to meet by mes- 
sengers with her on Nov. 21, 1919, for that pur- 
pose, which resulted in the formation of what is 
now Mt. Hope Association. 

The founding churches and their messen- 
gers were: 

Mt. Hope, Ratcliff: H.A. O'Neal, C.C. O'Neal 
and A.R. Council 

Macedonia, Scranton: Eld. W.V. Womack 

Oak Bend, Ozark: J.M. Mantooth, J.C. 
Chancy and W.T. Stephens 

Pleasant Hill, Scranton: J.G. Fulmer 

Hickory Grove, Paris: A.J. Case 

Central, Auburn: E.A. Thames, Jessie 
Thames and Tennie Been 


Visitors at this meeting were: 

Eld. Charles B. Lee and wife, Bro. M.J. 
Brotherton and wife; Eld. W.A. Williams; Eld. 
J.A. Smith, missionary and treasurer, Arkansas 
State Association, and Editor, Baptist and 
Commoner. 

Eld. C.C. Winters, Missionary and Trea- 
surer of General Association. 

Preaching at the meeting: Friday Night: 
Elders W.N. Womack and A.J. Case; Saturday: 
Eld. J.A. Smith, "Difference Among Baptists"; 
Eld. C.C. Winters, "Gift of God"; Sunday: Eld. Eld. 
J.A. Smith, "Difference Among Baptists"; Eld. 
C.C. Winters, "God So Loved." 

On Saturday an offering was taken by Bro. 
Winters: $33.65 for Home Missions and $9.15 for 
Foreign Missions. On Sunday an offering of 
$43.02 was taken by Bro. Smith for State 
Missions 

Eld. H.A. O'Neal was elected as Moderator; 
Eld. W.N. Womack as Assistant Moderator and 
Eld. Charles B. Lee as Clerk and Treasurer. 

The following statement clearly set forth 
the affiliations of the new Association: 

"Resolved that this association endorses 
the organization and works of both the General 
Association of Baptist Churches of America and 
of the State Association of Arkansas Baptist 
Churches and recommend the churches every- 
where to co-operate with them." 


The messengers also "Resolved that we 
may extend to Brothers Smith and Winters our 
thanks for their presence, preaching, and help in 
those meetings." 

Both men assisted the Association in 
preparing the "Statement of Principles." 


Other early churches and the year they pe- 
titioned the Association: 

New Home, Ozark, 1920 

Antioch, Corley, 1921 

Bloomer, Bloomer, 1921 

Cavanaugh, Ft. Smith, 1921 

Chickalah, Dardanelle, 1921 

Pleasant View, Cecil, 1921 

Unity, , 1922 

Palestine, Greenwood, 1923 

Amity, Hackett, 1924 

Lone Star, Mansfield, 1926 

Pine Mountain, Charleston, 1927 

Planter, Greenwood, 1927 

Oak Valley, , 1929 

Cedar Grove, Boothe, 1930 

Central, Ft. Smith, 1931 

Liberty, Greenwood, 1934 


Oak Bend Missionary Baptist Church 
Ozark 

Oak Bend MBC, which may be the oldest 
church in the area, was organized Aug. 6, 1858 by 
Darius (or Dan) Buckley, J. B. Cross, P. Cross and 
wife, York Davis and wife, W. H. Wadkins and M. 
A. Wadkins. 

The church was organized in a log school 
building. The location may have changed an- 
other time. The church is presently located about 
9 miles miles from Ozark, south of the Arkansas 
River, west of Hwy. 23, and south of Hwy. 96. 

Pastors before the Civil War were Elders 
Thomas Compere and M. A. Wadkins. 

In 1867 Isaac Reed revived the old church 
and since then the pastors have been Henry Carr, 
John Yealding, D.J. Clevenger, T. L. Krugal, J. N. 
Marshall, A. S. Jackson, R. Boilston, W. Womack 
J. Frank O'Neal, H. D. Moon, Bob Craig, Robert 
Kumpe, Jr., Andy Lee, and John Benton. The pre- 
sent pastor is Bro. Carroll Squires. 

Mount Hope MBC and Faith MBC origi- 
nated from Oak Bend. 

The church first fellowshipped in the 
Dardanelle Assoc. and then was a charter mem- 
ber of the Mt. Hope Assoc. 


Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
Scranton 
Pleasant Hill MBC was organized soon af- 
ter the Civil War. According to Emma McCaulley, 
her grandmother, Emily Coplin Lile, remem- 
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bered attending revival services at Pleasant Hill 
in 137i. 

Services were conducted at the Pleasant 
Hill School house, about two miles west of the 
present location. In 1905 Bro. J. G. Fulmer and 
his wife, Millie, donated one-half acre, which is 
the present location of the church. (another ac- 
count stated the land was purchased in 1909). 
Bro. Fulmer was church clerk and also a deacon. 
Many of the Fulmer's descendants still worship 
at Pleasant Hill. 

A two-story wood frame building was 
erected. The Odd Fellows occupied the upper floor. 
About 1951 the upper floor was removed, and the 
building was remodeled to face the north. 
Another .5 acre was bought and the church built a 
parsonage in 1957. 

As was customary with country churches, 
Pleasant Hill had Sunday School every Sunday, 
but preaching only one week-end a month. They 
had a two-week revival in the summer, and also a 
singing school. 

Mrs. McCaulley wrote, "Some well known 
pastors, when I was a young girl (present age 77), 
were Bro. Dolph Best, Bro. Earl Cross (father of 
nationally known Bro. J. K. Cross), Bro. J. W. 
Kesner, Sr., Bro. A. R. Root, and Bro. L. D. Fore- 
man. Pleasant Hill MBC was the first church Bro. 
Foreman pastored while he attended the 
Seminary in Littke ROCK. He also married his 
lovely wife, Opal Henry of Fort Smith, while our 
pastor." 

Other pastors have been Brethren R. H. 
Adams, Harold Chadwick, Robert Speers, Dane 
Ruff, Verlon Wood, Thomas Krank, Lance Spiller, 
J. T. McNabb, Novel McAteer (Sep. 1979-Nov. 
1988), Raymond Ison, and Glen Carroll. Bro. 
Dane Ruff is the present pastor. 

The church completed and dedicated a 
new auditorium on May 1, 1993. 


Hatley Missionary Baptist Church 
Dover 

Hatley MBC, located on Hwy. 164 east of 
Dover was organized on Feb. 10, 1877 by a group 
of early settlers in that area. 

The charter members were J. E. Akins, 
Jane Akins, Will Hollowell, Mary E. Grant, Lewis 
Wadkins, Jane Wadkins, W. L. Hatley, Eva Hatley, 
M. S. Hollowell, C. B. Holowell, D. R. Grant, H. L. 
Bowers, Roda M. Bowers, E. D. Landers, and Mary 
Landers. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Bro. Eddlemen, a corresponding messenger 
from the Caroline Assoc. from I Cor. 3:11. 

Early pastors were Elders E. D. Landers, 
W. F. Rose and and H. L. Bowers with Eld. Rose be- 
ing the first. 

In 1877 Eld. Eli Landers deeded two acres 
of land for the first church building. It was lo- 
cated .5 miles north of the present building. The 
name was Pine Grove MBC. 


In the 1890's the church was called 
Fairview MBC. In 1965 it was named Hatley MBC 
because another Fairview Church existed in the 
Shiloh area. 

The present building was constructed in 
1970 on land deeded by Jim Grant. Eld. O. L. Kin- 
sey was pastor at that time. 

From 1925 until 1960 Bro. Charwick from 
Witt Springs, pastored the church. He rode a 
horse in the early years, then a buggy, and then 
an automobile. 

Bro. George Boyd became pastor in 1981. 


Cavanaugh Missionary Baptist Church 
Fort Smith 

Cavanaugh MBC was organized in 1912. 
The church first met, with their pastor, Bro. Eli- 
jah Harlan, in the Cherry Grove School House, 
which was located in the State of Oklahoma, 
about 1.5 miles west of the church's present loca- 
tion. 

Charter members were: Bro. and Sis. 
Brothers, their two daughters, Mollie (Mrs. Floyd 
Hill) and Bertie (Mrs. Fred Wibbing), Bro. and Sis. 
Lee Johnson, and Bro. and Sis. C.J. Hough. 

In 1914 the church bought a lot and con- 
structed a one-room building four blocks south of 
the present location. Under the leadership of Bro. 
E.J. Polson, in 1946, the church bought lots 
where the church buildings are presently located. 
The first auditorium where the church buildings 
are presently located was built in 1947. An educa- 
tional building was built, and then dedicated on 
Oct. 28, 1958. The present auditorium was dedi- 
cated on July 2, 1967. 

A multi-purpose building was dedicated 
on July 1, 1979. Remodeling of the auditorium 
was completed in April, 1987. A two-story educa- 
tional building was dedicated on Sep. 4, 1988. 

Pastors of the church have included Bro. 
Harlan, Bro. Greenwood, Bro. Vaugn, Bro. Cobb, 
Bro. Brothers (who was a charter member), Bro. 
Thompson, Bro. Jim Prescott, Dr. J.W. Kesner, 
Sr., Bro. Earl Cross, Bro. S.W. McDonald, Bro. 
W.D.Best, Bro. J.W. Kesner, Jr., Bro. E.J. Polson, 
Dr. L. Chester Quinn, Dr. R.T. Perritt, Bro. Duane 
Lawrence, Dr. Gene Smith, Bro. Buck Nicholson, 
Bro. E.K. Simmons, and the present pastor, Dr. 
Randy Cloud. 


Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
Van Buren 

Zion MBC was organized under the lead- 
ership of Eld. J. W. Kesner, on July 6, 1936. The 
church was an arm from Central MBC in Fort 
Smith. 

Charter members were Clyde Plummer, 
Martha Plummer, O. G. McCarty, Nettie McCarty, 
George Lonsberry, Bessie Lonsberry, Sallie Scott, 
Fairy Breeden, M. M. Crisp, Mary Crisp, Ruie 
Jenkins, Vash Watkins, Ben Watkins, Juanita 
Watkins, Dorothy Lee Greer, and Maynard Frye. 
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Bro. Kesner continued as pastor from the 
organization until Oct., 1948. Other pastors have 
been Brethren Bill Hoppert, Homer Harris, 
William Rogers, Howard Welch, J. H. Carter, Gary 
Goree, Bobby Ball, LeRoyce McNeill, Don Justice, 
Lance Spiller, Jim Loris, Harold Chadwick, 
Thomas Krank and Paul Burns. 

The church property was secured from 
Boyd Johnson and Mason Biggerstaff. Construc- 
tion was begun Sep. 1, 1936. 

On April 6, 1967, a new location, three 
miles NE of Van Buren, was dedicated for the con- 
struction of a new church building and class- 
rooms in which church services are now held. 


Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 


Van Buren 

Antioch MBC was started as a mission 
from First Baptist Church in Van Buren. Antioch 
was organized on June 28, 1937, and chose to fel- 
lowship with the American Baptist Association. 

The charter members were Mrs. John 
Belcher, Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Shofner, Miss Ver- 
nelle Shofner, Miss Gladys Watkins, Mrs. Hack- 
ney, Mrs. Howard, Mrs. Whitfield, Mrs. Jim 
Parish, and Mr. W. B. Smith. 

Dr. J. W. Kesner was the first pastor. 
Sometime after the organization a tent revival 
was conducted at 11th and Walnut, which re- 
sulted in the addition of 38 members. 

That land was obtained from Jim McKee 
to build a tabernacle. Services were held in a 
Brotherhood Hall until the new building was 
completed, The first services were held in the new 
building on Jan. 16, 1938. Eight Sunday School 
rooms were added in 1947. 

The church moved to a new location at 
805 Bella Vista on June 14, 1981. 

Other pastors were Elders Ernest Craw- 
ford, Jess Walker, Chester Guinn, W. H. Brown, 
Olin Ward, J. A. Franklin, A. T. Suskey, E. C. 
Mooney, Roy Pedigo, Richard Akin, T. R. Vaughn, 
Elma Guinn, Lee Storms, Troy Rogers, and Fred 
Breshears, since 1969. 


Bethel Missionary Baptist Church 
Paris 

The Bethel MBC was organized July 24, 
1939. Eld. J. W. Kesner of Central MBC in Fort 
Smith met with the following 26 charter mem- 
bers to organize the church: 

Mrs. J. M. Bowles, Charles Delile, W.A. 
Goodson, Mrs. Jim Goodson, Will Hamilton, Miss 
Nita Lee, W.T. McKinney, W.C. McKelvy, Milburn 
McKelvy, O.M. Smith, Mrs. Eugene Tinsley, 
Walter Thornton, Mrs. Bill Birkhead, Mrs. 
Charles Delile, Mrs. W.A. Goodson, Mrs. Bill 
King, Mrs. Will Hamilton, Mrs. Lorene McGee, 
Mrs. W.T. McKinney, Mrs. Milburn McKelvy, 
Mrs. O.M. Smith, Mrs. Bruce Stubblefield, and 
Mrs. Walter Thornton. 


Eld. M. F. Downing was the first pastor. 
Other pastors were W. H. Brown, Pat Murphy, L. E. 
Hatfield, Harris Crittenden, James Crawford, 
Sheppard Mooney, Lester Barnes, and J. H. 
Carter, since 1969. 

Bethel Church sponsored Bro. Raymond 
Ison as missionary to Knoxville, TN, which re- 
sulted in organization of First Landmark MBC 
on August 20, 1989. 


Cain Missionary Baptist Church 
Mountainburg 

Cain MBC was organized Jan. 29, 1949, at 
its present location. The Graphic MBC of Alma 
(no longer in existence) extended an arm for the 
organization. 

The charter members were Earl, Jewell, 
Danny and Joann Jones; Willie, Altha and Don- 
ald White; Bessie and Lucille Wilson; Claiborne, 
Cleda, Jimmy and Sue Jones; Flossie and Sula 
Mae Jones. 

Bro. Earl Jones was the first pastor and 
Altha White was the first clerk. 

Other pastors have been Bill Woods, 
Melvin Burris, Jim Wilson, Vilus Peevy, Delbert 
Smith, Harley Kersey, and Gerald Sossamon. 


Corinth Missionary Baptist Church 
Ozark 

The Corinth MBC was organized on Oct. 1, 
1950. The church met and organized in what had 
been Corinth School Building. Later the church 
was able to purchase the land and building. 

Charter members were Vurl and Jean 
Acord, Sylvia Allred, John Davis, Agnes 
Gilbreth, Emmit and Montie Gilbreth, Hoyt and 
Hazel Gilbreth, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Gilbreth, 
William Ray Gilbreth, Charles Gilbreth, Bro. Ben 
Belcher and Bessie Belcher, Otha Keith, Toka 
Rich, Tommie Gilbreth, Vetus A. and Elba Sose- 
bee and Alice Wisdom. 

On Oct. 22, 1953 the church building was 
moved about a mile to where it now stands on 
Hwy. 96, near the Morgan Hill Cemetery. Mr. Ju- 
nior Ostendorf gave the land for the new site. 

On Feb. 24, 1954 class rooms were added 
to the building, and in 1972 a concrete block ad- 
dition for classrooms, rest rooms and nursery 
was added. 

In 1982 the church purchased a house to 
be moved to the church grounds for a parsonage. 

Pastors of Corinth have been Ben M. 
Belcher, Lester Barnes, William Means, Duane 
Mott, James McDonald, J. M. Parker, W. E. 
Spicer, Ray Carter, Mac Walls, Bill Gatewood, 
Rick Raimondi, Eddie Reichert, Ricky McNeill, 
Tommy Parker and Philip Pevehouse. 
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Main Street Baptist Church 


Mulberry 

A group of people met on the Fair Grounds 
on March 18, 1951 and organized a Sunday 
School. Bro. H. D. Moon, missionary of the Mt. 
Hope Association assisted in the organization. 

On March 25 the church was organized, 
with thirteen charter members, all from the. First 
Baptist Church in Mulberry: Bro. and Sis. J.O. 
Jordan, Bro. L.W. Ball, Sis. B.F. Lewis, Sis. Mary 
S. Jordan, Sis. Ruby Lou Lewis, Sis. Lisa Lewis, 
Bro. and Sis. Zimmer, Bro. Allison Riggs, Sis. 
Jackie Holiman, Bro. and Sis. B.E. Harris. 

On July 15, 1951 property was purchased 
on Main Street. The home was remodeled, and a 
34 X 60 auditorium was built. A fellowship hall 
was added in 1952, and a parsonage was pur- 
chased in 1958. 

The pastors have been Brethren Bill Hop- 
pert, E. C. Mooney, O. Rhodes, Lester Barnes, Bill 
Voss, Earl Mooney, W. E. Spicer, Larry King, 
Howard Myers, Homer Harris, Delbert Smith, 
Bro. Irving Massey, Ransom Storms, Buddy Tay- 
lor and Delbert Smith. 


Unity Missionary Baptist Church 
Fort Smith 

Unity MBC was formally organized on 
Feb. 9, 1962 in the Creekmore Park Recreation 
Building, with 104 charter members: 

Miss Ann Andrews, Mr. and Mrs. W.J. 
Andrews, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Barnett, Mrs. Pearl 
Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Beam, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Coder, Miss Charity Crossland, Mr. Bobby 
Dale, Rev. and Mrs. Riley Dale, Mr. and Mrs. 
Densford Davis, Mrs. Greta Davis, Mr. David 
Dixon, Mr. and Mrs. Tex Dixon, Mrs. Eula 
Dodson, Mr. and Mrs. Evie Dotson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alfred Edwards, Mr. and Mrs. Isom Edwards, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Erwin, Mrs. Ellis Fitzgerald, 
Mr. and Mrs. Van Fuller, Muss Carol Gaddis, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Gaddis, Mr. Charles Glover, Mr. 
and Mrs. G. W. Glover, Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Goff, 
Miss Patsy Goff, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Golden, 
Mr. Carl Hart, Miss Charlotte Hart, Mrs. Grace 
Hart, Mr. Neal H. Hart, Mrs. Leota Heathcock, Mr. 
and Mrs. Weldon Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. N. H. 
Jeffries, Miss Maurine Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. Gene 
Kissiar, Mr. and Mrs. Max Larson, Mr. Gale Law, 
Mr. Waldo Law, Mrs. John Liddell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sidney Marshall, Miss Fannie Gail Miles, Miss 
Linda Miles, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Mock, Mr. and 
Mrs. R.M. Muncy, Mr. Fred Murphey, Miss Sue 
Nickerson, Mrs. Mildred Nickerson, Miss Brenda 
Norman, Mr. Gary Norman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnnie Norman, Miss Vernette Norman, Mr. 
and Mrs. Nathan Pettit, Mrs. Ben Rogers, Mrs. A. 
R. Root, Miss Mildred Root, Mrs. C. R. Sadler, 
Miss Judy Shipley, Mrs. Clyde Shipley, Mr. and 
Mrs. Eddie Simmons, Mrs. Frances Smith, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Smith, Miss Brenda Smith, Miss 
Deanna Smith, Miss Cindy Stephens, Mr. and 


Mrs. Luther Stephens, Mrs. Martha Strong, Mrs. 
Merle Tidwell, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Whitson, Miss 
Carlene Whitson, Mr. Dale Whitson, Miss Laura 
Whitson, Mr. Brooks Williams, Miss Carol 
Williams, Mrs. Katherine Williams, and Mrs. 
Pearl Williams. 

Property was purchased at 1506 So. 
Phoenix St. on July 1, 1962. An educational 
building was erected in 1963 and dedicated May 
12, 1963. An auditorium was later built and dedi- 
cated on March 23, 1969. Ground was broken for 
a fellowship building on June 3, 1979, which was 
finished in 1980. The first parsonage was pur- 
chased in 1962, and the present parsonage was 
purchased in 1965. 

The church has had three pastors: Bro. 
Kenneth Bazar was called March 21, 1962, and 
served until Jan. 31, 1965. Bro. Ralph Hunnicutt 
was called on March 14, 1965 and served until 
Nov. 12, 1967. Bro Harold Walker was called on 
March 10, 1968. 

Unity sponsored a mission in Arkoma 
that resulted in the organization of Faith MBC on 
Feb. 17, 1974. One June 27, 1972 Bro. Bob Kumpe 
was endorsed to start a mission in Dothan, AL. 
Bro. George Parish succeeded Bro. Kumpe, and the 
mission was organized as Landmark MBC. 


Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church 
Russellville 

The Russellville MBC established a mis- 
sion in the Bakers Creek Community on Hwy. 7, 
north of Russellville, in May of 1962. 

The mission was organized into a church 
on Oct. 14, 1962. The charter members were 
James C. Pack, Lorneva Pack, Louise Pack, Linda 
Pack, Wilma Shields, Ressie Greathouse, Norma 
Duvall, Dormet Emerson and Bonnie Emerson 
from Russellville MBC, and Sherman Carroll, 
Vernon Carroll, Betty Carroll, and Sandra 
Carroll from Bethany Church of Atkins. Other 
charter members were Loy Bell, Viola Killins and 
Waneva Fullinwider. 

Bro. James C. Pack was elected as pastor 
and Wilma Shields was elected as clerk. Other 
pastors have been Brethren Alvie Emerson, 
Lester Barnes, Royce Ford, and Eddie Rogers, 
since 1977, 

On Aug. 11, 1963 the church purchased 
one acre of property near the old Bakers Creek 
School building on Hwy. 7. Construction was be- 
gun on the building in September, and it was 
completed by July 3, 1964. Two classrooms and a 
fellowship hall were added later. 

A new sanctuary and the renovation of 
the old building into classrooms was completed 
in March of 1981. 

Two additional acres have been purchased 
and one-half acre was donated. 

In July of 1993 construction was begun on 
a multi-purpose building. 

Shiloh Church co-sponsored the mission 
work in Chambersburg, PA, with Bro. Landol 
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Swinney as missionary. Shiloh is also sponsor 
of the MBSF for Arkansas Tech in Russellville. 


Victory Missionary Baptist Church 
Russellville 
Twelve people met on January 25, 1990 to 
discuss establishing a mission. A group of 25 met 
two days later with Bro. Ron Ballard. On Feb. 6, 
1990, Bro. Ballard was called as mission pastor. 
The Oaklawn MBC in Hot Springs extended an 
arm for the mission. 
Victory MBC was organized on April 14, 
1990 with 50 charter members. 


Land was purchased on Reasoner Road, 
and by the end of September the church had 
secured a loan to buy 5.67 acres of land and 
construct a building. The first service was held in 
the new building on January 27, 1991, with 132 
in Sunday School and 185 in the morning 
worship service. 

Phase II of the building program was 
completed in August 1992 with the addition of an 
All-Purpose Building, which includes a fellow- 
ship hall, classrooms, music room/library, and 
offices. 

Bro. Ron Ballard was the first pastor. Bro. 
Carl "Butch" Roshto is the present pastor. 


Pictured above is Eld. James M. McCallister of the Blue Mountain Association, see pp. 327-328. Most of 
the early pastors farmed to support their families. Then on Saturday afternoon they would change to their 
"preaching clothes" and the farm horse or mule would become a "Gospel Mule,” on which they would ride to 
their week-end preaching appointments. These "Men of God" were dedicated Pioneers of Faith who faithfully 


preached and ministered to their scattered flocks. 


Lonoke Baptist Association 


The Lonoke Association was organized in 
November, 1920, when four churches who were 


"tired of Convention domination"! met at Bain's 
Chapel Church for the purpose of forming a local 
Association. These churches had formerly -fel- 
lowshiped in the Caroline Association. 

The Caroline Association was organized 
in July, 1853, at Atlanta Church, two miles west 
of Austin. In addition to the Atlanta Church, 
Bethel of Conway Co., Des Arc, Hickory Plains, 
and Siloam Churches were charter members. 

In 1854 the Association met with Walnut 
Grove, Conway Co., and in 1855 at Hickory 
Plains. In 1860 the Association met with Bethel 
Church, Conway Co., with 24 churches repre- 
sented. 

In 1866, the first meeting after the Civil 
War, 12 churches were represented, and five or- 
dained ministers: E. B. Dover, T. P. Boone, Moses 
Green; RJ. ‘Coleman,;’and C. B: Walkers. J- 
Coleman was the first moderator of the Pine 
Bluff Association. In 1888 Eld. Coleman was 
pastor at Austin and Cabot. 

The Caroline Association included Pu- 
laski and counties to the east and north. One of 
the early leaders in the Caroline Association 
was Eld. James P. Eagle, of Lonoke, who was first 
elected as Moderator in 1879. Eagle served as 
Governor of Arkansas from 1889 to 1893, as 
President of the State Convention for twenty- 
one years, and as President of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention from 1901 until 1904. 

Under his influence the State Convention 
assumed the characteristics of a supra-church 
organization, which finally led to the confronta- 
tion between the Convention and Landmark 
forces in 1901. Dr. Ben M. Bogard, the primary 
Landmark exponent in the confrontation, stated 
that the Convention forces prevailed primarily 
as a result of the personal persuasion and politi- 
cal savvy exhibited by James P. Eagle. 

The Caroline Association met at Searcy 
in 1882, with 30 churches represented. James P. 
Eagle was moderator. Ben. M. Bogard was listed 
as a messenger from the Searcy Church in 1899. 
Sixty churches were represented in 1897, and 
sixty-one churches at the 1901 meeting at Des 
ATG: 

As pastor of the Searcy Church in 1899, 
Ben M. Bogard made the report on Foreign Mis- 
sions. This report stated, "[the] Commission was 
given to the church... It is the church which 
should do the preaching, and ... the baptizing ... It 
is always best, no matter what the risk, to do ex- 
actly what the Bible says ... we recommend a 
careful study of the New Testament that we may 
discover the way Jesus and his apostles did their 
work and then attempt to follow the Lord's plan 
as closely as possible."2 


After the decisive meeting in Paragould 
in 1902, most local associations eventually 
aligned themselves as Landmark Associations 
or as Convention Associations. In some in- 
stances this alignment was immediate, but in 
others the decision was made over an extended 
period. The Caroline Association was rather 
typical in that both orphanages were mentioned, 
and both state mission programs were sup- 
ported. A further spirit of compromise was ex- 
hibited as the association decided in 1904 to al- 
low the churches to "decide for themselves 
whether [their mission money] be sent through 
the State Convention or the General Associa- 
tion." However, beginning about 1910 conven- 
tion ideas gained ascendancy and Landmark 
views were neglected. Beginning in 1913 the as- 
sociation reported churches using SBC literature 
and churches using Landmark literature. 

The Landmark Baptist Church at Eng- 
land appeared to be the catalyst to bring the 
Landmark forces to oppose the trends of the con- 
vention system. The England church had been 
pastored by several able leaders who were op- 
posed to the convention system, including W. A. 
Crutchfield, W. E. Sherrill and Ben. J. Smith. In 
June of 1920 the Landmark Church presented a 
resolution to the Executive Board of the Caroline 
Association stating they were severing all ties 
with the association "because they were ‘out of 
harmony' with its course of action." By the fall 
associational meeting, several other Landmark 
churches had followed the lead of the England 
congregation. 

It appears the dissatisfaction with the 
convention system was expressed by what Eld. 
Ben J. Smith called the "Convention despotism," 
which was striving to "take over" the Landmark 
churches within the Caroline Association.3 A 
Baptist and Commoner article stated, "The Con- 
vention element will run a church or split it and 
thus all over the land they are making it a test of 
fellowship."* It was reported the Tomberlin and 
Oak Grove churches were experiencing such 
problems. 

The Minute of the Lonoke Association re- 
ported: 

"Accordingly, five churches, who were 
‘tired of convention domination’ met at Bain's 
Chapel Church on the Fourth Sunday in Novem- 
ber, 1920, to discuss the organization of a new 
association 'in harmony with the State Associa- 
tion’."” The result of the preliminary meeting was 
a recommendation the churches send messen- 
gers to meet with Landmark Church in England 
the following January for further consideration. 

Messengers from five churches met at 
England on Jan. 9, 1921, with eight preachers 
present. After serious deliberation, a motion to 
organize a new association prevailed. The group 
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chose the name Lonoke County Missionary Bap- 
tist Association. The new association adjourned 
to meet with the Keo Church in May, when the 
organization would be _ finalized. The 
designation "county" was dropped in 1928. 

Six churches sent messengers to the May 
meeting. Also present were representatives from 
the Grand Prairie Association, who suggested a 
merger of the two bodies. This proposal was re- 
ferred back to the churches. Eld. H. Y. Morris was 
elected as Associational Missionary at a salary 
of $100 per month. 

The first annual meeting of the Lonoke 
Association met in October, 1921, at the Oak 
Grove Church, with eight other churches repre- 
sented. It was reported that $500 had been raised 
for missions, and Eld. Morris was elected to con- 
tinue the mission work. 

In a 1921 article, Dr. Ben M. Bogard ad- 
monished, "The churches that are not conven- 
tionized within the boundaries of the old Caro- 
line Association and border under Convention 
Associations, [and that are not] controlled by the 
convention forces should come out of such asso- 
ciations and unite," with the Lonoke Associa- 
tion. In accordance with his recommendation, 
Bro. Bogard led Antioch Church to leave the Pine 
Bluff Association in 1922 and fellowship in the 
Lonoke Association as a means of helping the 
new association.® 

The following churches entertained the 
Association during its first decade: Tomberlain, 
Antioch, Searcy, Keo, Oak Grove, Hamilton, Cen- 
ter Hill, Bayou Meto and Landmark of England. 


Romance Missionary Baptist Church 

The church originated as Kentucky Val- 
ley Baptist Church in the early 1800's. The earli- 
est dated record book of the church begins with 
April 8, 1871. However, in this book reference is 
made to a previous book and there are four loose 
pages containing the "Articles of Faith" and 
"Rules of Decorum" dated Nov. 1, 1811. 

The earliest church book covers from 
1871 to 1898. Because of the age of this record, 
the church "decided not to scrutinize for infor- 
mation." 

The second church book tells of a fire 
that damaged the church building between 1910 
and 1913. The name was changed to Romance 
MBC on May 13, 1928. Then, the church records 
from 1938 to 1957 are missing. 

The church building was destroyed by a 
tornado on Dec. 23, 1982. The building was re- 
built and the first services were held on Easter 
Sunday, 1984. 


Greenwood Missionary Baptist Church 
Ward 
According to the old WPA list made in the 
late 1930's, Greenwood MBC was organized in 
1859. However, the first available records date 


from 1863. The first pastor was Moses Green and 
the deacons were T. G. Butler, James Green, and 
Charles Burton. 

The church was established in the 
Greenwood community, 1.5 miles from its pre- 
sent Butlerville location. The church moved to 
Butlerville (two miles east of the Hwy 31/38 
junction on Hwy. 38) in 1870, when the present 
property was donated by Thomas P. Marsh. The 
original one-room building was built that year 
or in 1871. The church used that building until it 
was torn down in Dec. of 1942 and a new building 
was completed by Feb. 1943. In March of 1950 
four Sunday School rooms were added, and in 
1960 two more rooms were added. The church 
was remodeled in 1961. More improvements 
were made in 1963 and 1971. 

A three bedroom parsonage was con- 
structed in 1962. Ground was broken for a new 
Sanctuary on Oct. 8, 1989. This building was 
completed in Feb. 1992. The old Sanctuary was 
remodeled to include Sunday School rooms and 
a Children's Worship Area. 

Other pastors were Elders W. J. Kirkland, 
J.J. Sawyers, T. M. King; R.-J-"Coleman, iG: 
Doyle, O. U. Owens, M. T. Webb, R. F. Routh, H. Y. 
Morris, Joe Johnson, E. C. Kerr, Elmer Bogard, J. 
K. Jackson, Ken Jackson, Andy Smith, Johnny 
Paul Johnson, and Corbett Mask. 


Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church 
Cabot 

Mt. Pleasant MBC was organized in June, 
1876. Eight men and four ladies presented letters 
from sister churches. The church was first 
named "Hopewell," but was changed to Mt. Pleas- 
ant soon thereafter. 

The first building was erected in 1878, 
and also housed the school. In 1895 a building 
committee was elected to oversee a new building. 

Mt. Pleasant petitioned the Lonoke Asso- 
ciation in 1927. 

A building fund was started in 1952, and 
the building was occupied in 1955. A parsonage 
was built in 1965. Additional Sunday School 
rooms were built in 1975, and a new auditorium 
was built in 1979. 

Eld. J. G. Melton was one of the organiz- 
ers, and the first pastor of Mt. Pleasant. He pas- 
tored the church several times until his death in 
July, 1990. 

Another prominent pastor of Mt. Pleas- 
ant was R. J. Coleman. He also pastored several 
times beginning in Sep., 1877, until Sep., 1890. 
Eld. Coleman was the first moderator of the Pine 
Bluff Association. A biographical sketch is given 
in that chapter. 

Other pastors of Mt. Pleasant included 
Allen M. Brannon, J.W. McPike, J.J. Sawyer, 
J.D. Rasberry, G.G. Howard, P.L. Butler, W.B. Hol- 
land, J.M. Davis, John McKinney, G.L. Hicks, 
A.F. Bush, Thomas Anderson, W.E. Corder, W.D. 
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Kilpatrick, Andy D. Gray, J.H. Gibson, John 
Corder, John Lentz, W.T. Fuga, J.A. Pettus, Hoyt 
Chastain, and L. D. Foreman. 


Hamilton Missionary Baptist Church 
Carlisle 

Hamilton MBC resulted from a Aug. 11, 
1882, meeting of people from Shiloh, Prairie 
Grove and Cypress Grove churches at the Oak 
Grove School in Lonoke Co. Those taking part in 
the organization were G. W. Belcher, S.S. 
Belcher, C. P. Buffalo, E. L. Buffalo, H. H. Buffalo, 
J. E. Campbell, M. A. Evans, C. Martain, R. P. 
Martain, Mrs. Sally Burton, and Mr. and Mrs. E. 
De Bird: 

The following week services were con- 
ducted by Eld. J. W. Rogers. Others who joined by 
letter or statement were, P\...MePeat, jo: JN. 
Kinna, T. C. Boyette, E. T. Lankaster, W. Z. and A. 
C. Tote, J. W. Edmonson, Isa T. Edmonson, Caro- 
line Stewart and Samuel Pearson, and by bap- 
tism were W. J. Lankaster, L. B. Pernel, and Mrs. 
Anderson. 

The church was first named Oak Grove 
and associated in the Grand Prairie Assoc. Eld. 
J. W. Roberts was pastor and Samuel Pearson 
was the first church clerk. 

By Sep., 1883, the church appointed a 
committee to acquire land and build a building. 
However, it appears it was actually May 2, 1909 
before title to the land passed to the church from 
Mr. J. C. England. The church records indicate it 
may have been 1915 before the building was ac- 
tually erected. 

An effort was made in 1923 to consoli- 
date the Lonoke and Grand Prairie Associa- 
tions. That effort failed, and Oak Grove was re- 
ceived into the Lonoke Assoc. in 1925. 

The name of the church was changed to 
Hamilton MBC in 1944. 

In early 1965 the old building was torn 
down in preparation for a new building. The first 
services were held in the new building on Jan. 
16, 1966. A fellowship hall was added in 1975. 

Other pastors included Elders R. F. Routh, 
PsA. Harmon, R. J: Routh, D. Sa Cannon, J. M: 
Ballard, B. F. House, H. Y. Morris, Wade Pharr, 
W. J. Johnson, C. C. Kerr, W. A. Rochelle, Cleve 
Rouse, and J. L. Brown. Bro. Paul Maddox has 
been pastor since 1980. 


Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Austin 

The Oak Grove MBC was organized in 
Sep., 1891, in Hill School House by Eld. Thomas 
Hutson. The charter members were Layafet and 
Bettie Jackson, R. H. and Jennie Wallace, C.A. 
and Bettie Howell, F.D.M. (Frank) and Mary 
Jane Smith, John H. Duffey and his Mother, 
Charlotte Jane Duffey, Jimmy and Mollie 
Childers, Dora Reed, Alice Reed, and J. E. Moran, 
Jr. 


Bro. W. D. Howell gave 1.5 acres of land. 
The church purchased 7.5 adjoining acres for 
$1.50 per acre. 

In 1893, fifty-two (52) members were 
added to the church, most by baptism. 

Pastors from 1893 included: Brethren 
J.M. Davis, R.M. Bess H.Y. Morris, J.A. Thomas, 
W.H. Pharr, W.E. Corder, C.C. Kerr, H.Y. Morris, 
J.E. Bogard, A.D. Gray, J.K. Jackson, 
W.A.Rochelle, John Ingle, Ady J. Smith, Carroll 
Christian, F. E. James, D. L. Ramsey, Wheeler 
Yoes, W. E. (Bill) Wiggins, S. A. Beggs, W. A. 
Rochelle, O. R. Baldwin, Mark Maddox, Glen 
Perry, Bob Rogers, Doc Skinnern, Eddie Chap- 
man, Travis Case, Max Allen, D. R. Parsley, Car- 
los Jones, Glen L. Hamilton, John Simmons, 
Buddy Taylor, Charles Jeffus, Don Robinson, 
Melburn Hill, Stanley Creasy and Jerry Raper. 

On April 1, 1920, a storm destroyed the 
church building. The Southern Baptists of the 
congregation wanted to divide the church prop- 
erty equally between the General Association 
and SBC. This was voted down 33 to 17. Forty- 
four members then requested and were granted 
letters of dismission. 

On Sep. 10, 1920 the Missionary Baptists 
left in the church made plans for a new building 
on the old foundation. In two weeks, the first ser- 
vice was held in the new building. 

The church sent messengers to the Grand 
Prairie Association, but withdrew from it and 
sent messengers to England, to help organize a 
Missionary Baptist Association. On Sep. 30-Oct. 
1, 1921, the first annual session of the Lonoke 
Baptist Association met with Oak Grove. 

On Oct. 31, 1959, the church voted to build 
a new church building, with five Sunday School 
rooms. The new building was dedicated on April 
14, 1963. Three new Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1973. 

In 1975 the church built a parsonage, and 
in 1978 the roof was replaced, and carpet was in- 
stalled and windows were replaced. 


North Little Rock 


Missionary Baptist Church 

The North Little Rock MBC was organized 
on March 23, 1947, in the home of Bro. and Sis. 
W. H. McCain. Seventeen charter members pre- 
sented letters. 

Eld. John A. Moore was the first pastor, 
from Apr. 23, 1947 until May 26, 1948. Other 
pastors were Elders Grover C. Taylor, Clifton 
Webb, Euel Bowen, B. C. Hutson, and A. L. 
Holmes. Bro. Robert F. Archer was called as pas- 
tor on Jan. 8, 1968, and has been pastor since 
that date. 

The first public meeting place after the 
organization was the Legion Hut. In March of 
1949, two lots were purchased at 521 W. 22nd. 
Street. In May of 1954, three lots were purchased 
at 501 E. 18th Street. The building was remod- 
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eled on the front. Later an addition included 
classrooms, a_ kitchen and combination 
assembly and fellowship hall. A parsonage at 
1904 West 13th Street was purchased on April 9, 
1969. 

This property was sold in February, 1990 
and work was started on a new building at Mis- 
sion and Osage (1901 Mission Road) in the In- 
dian Hills area. The first services were conducted 
at the new location on Sep. 2, 1990. 

In April of 1974 the church endorsed Bro. 
Donald J. Vice and the mission work in Pasco, 
WA, and in July, 1975, the church endorsed Bro. 
Peter Isaac and the mission work in India. 


Oakdale Missionary Baptist Church 
Lonoke 

Oakdale Baptist Church was organized on 
Nov. 21, 1948, by Bro. Coleman, who was mis- 
sionary of the Caroline (SBC) Association. 
Members of Lonoke Baptist Church assisted in 
the organization. 

Bro. Steve Gilliland was the first pastor. 
Charter members were Mr. Jim McKinney, Mr. 
and Mrs. Willie Beard, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Brians, Jr., J. W. Meacham and Mrs. Minnie 
Meacham. 

In June, 1950, the church voted to leave 
the SBC and become a Landmark Church. Bro. 
Corbett Mask, Calvary Baptist Church, Hazen, 
with a group of ministers and deacons, helped re- 
organize the church into a scriptural Landmark 
Church. Bro. Jackie Holt was called as pastor at 
that time. The church petitioned the Lonoke 
Assoc. in September, 1950. 

The church bought the Oakdale School 
building in Sep., 1950 from Lonoke Co. School 
District and began having services there. In 1959 
the present building was built on the same site. 

Other pastors have included Paul Pear- 
son, Buddie Taylor, Jerrel Harrison, Hardy West, 
David Harpool, Delmar Shirley, Lance Spiller, J. 
C. Maness, Clyde Chenault, and James Calhoun. 


Landmark Baptist Church 


Jacksonville 
Landmark Baptist Church was organized 
the fourth Sunday of February, 1949. Young 
preachers attending the Missionary Baptist 
Seminary had worked to get the members to- 
gether. Antioch MBC sponsored the organiza- 
tion. There were twenty-six charter members. 
Bro. R. O. Allen was the first pastor and Bro. Otis 
L. Bradford was the first clerk. 
A three bedroom dwelling on Roosevelt 
Street was converted into a place for worship. By 
1952 the church had outgrown the building, and 
a new building was started. The church moved 
into the building in 1954 or 1955. 
After the Little Rock Air Force Base was 
established, the church grew rapidly. The church 


outgrew the second building, and then moved to 
the present location in 1963. 

The present sanctuary was erected in 
1963. A bus ministry was started in 1966. An ed- 
ucation building was constructed in 1972. 

Other pastors have included Brethren 
Glen Perry, Ben Leonard, Tom Stapleton, W. K. 
Roach, and the present pastor, Bro. Lynn Baxter. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
North Little Rock 

Landmark MBC was organized Dec. 6, 
1953. Eighteen of the charter members were 
from Immanual Baptist Church, which became a 
BMA Church in 1950. 

The charter members were: Walter E. 
Burns, Mrs. W. E. Burns, Shirley Burns, Mrs. 
James Champlin, Dell Edwards, Mrs. Dell Ed- 
wards, D. L. Edwards, Melda Edwards, Wilburn 
Edwards, J. D. Jackson, Mrs. J. D. Jackson, E. O. 
Marlin, Mrs. E.O. Marlin, L. E. Williams, Mrs. L. 
E. Williams, Martha Snell, Leona Stocks, Ray- 
mond Berry, Mrs. Raymond Berry, Virgil Bran- 
non, Mrs, Virgil Brannon, James O. Champlin, 
Lonnie Dicus, Mrs. Lonnie Ducus, O. E. French, 
Vard Gunn, Mrs. Vard Gunn, Ben Hicks, Mrs. Ben 
Hicks, Patricia Hicks, Sam Williams, Mrs. Sam 
Williams, Vivian Carter, Corley Chambless, 
Mrs. Corley Chambless, Ernest Payne, O. J. 
Shook, Mrs. O. J. Shook. 

The first property was purchased in 1955 
at the corner of Conway Rd. and Omega St. A two- 
story block building was erected. The church 
moved into the building in July, 1956, using the 
second floor as class rooms. A new auditorium 
was built later, and was used starting in April, 
1961. In 1970 a brick parsonage at 200 Mills St. 
was purchased. A fellowship hall was built in 
1982. 

The church has only had two clerks, both 
charter members. Mrs. Leona Stocks served 
from the organization through August, 1985. 
Mrs. Dorothy (Brannon) Love has served from 
September, 1985. 

The church has only had three pastors: 
Bro. Ernest Payne from the organization until 
November, 1954; Bro. O. R. Baldwin from 
November, 1954, until April, 1984; and Bro. 
John W. Powers since August, 1984. 


New Testament Missionary 


Baptist Church, Lonoke 

In? September-oliel960" Brow Delmer 
Shirley began mission work in Lonoke under the 
sponsorship of the Landmark MBC of Carlisle. 
On Nov. 27, 1960 the New Testament MBC was 
organized. 

In January of 1961 the church voted to 
build the original building. In Sep., 1964, the 
church voted to build an educational building. In 
1979 the church voted to enlarge the auditorium, 
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and the remodeled facility was dedicated on July 
1151979: 

Early in 1990 the church purchased 4 
acres of land on which to relocate. Construction 
was begun in June of 1991 and was completed in 
August of 1992. 

Bro. Delmar Shirley was the first pastor. 
Other pastors were A. C. Moring, Melvin Wilson, 
Aubrey McChesney, Leonard Bland, Jim 
Lawrence, and Billy Pearson. 

In July of 1992 the church endorsed Bro. 
Jim Garrett as a missionary to Laramie, WY. 


Faith Baptist Church 


North Little Rock 

Faith Baptist Church was organized on 
Nov. 4, 1962 under the sponsorship of North Lit- 
tle Rock MBC. There were forty-two charter 
members. Bro. Ralph Cunningham served as 
mission pastor. 

By September of 1963 the present prop- 
erty was purchased. The lot was cleared, and 
construction was begun. The church moved into 
the new building on Feb. 2, 1964. 

Bro. James F. Holmes was called as pas- 
tor in July of 1964. The church continued to grow 
and the seventh anniversary of the church was 
celebrated in the new sanctuary in Nov. of 1969. 

By June of 1980 work was begun on an ed- 
ucational building, with classrooms, nurseries, 
fellowship hall, and office space. 

In 1992 a new Family Fellowship Center 
was added. This facility features basketball and 
volley ball courts, a walking and jogging track, 
classrooms, and a formal dining room. 

Bro. Holmes continues in his 30th year as 
pastor. The church has a total membership of 
916 with 447 enrolled in Sunday School. 


Faith Missionary Baptist Church 
Romance 

Faith MBC was organized on August 23, 
1964. The charter members brought letters from 
the Romance MBC. The charter members were: 
Orlan Norman, Bessie Lee Norman, May Jobe, 
Carl Ward, Bessie Ward, Randy Ward, Angelia 
Ward, Roxie Ward, Eva Lou Gray, Glenn Gray, 
Mary Gray, W.A. Anderson, Betty Anderson, 
Malia Anderson, Jim Anderson, Larry Carson, 
Waudine Carson, Zola Hopkins. 

Bro. Larry Carson was called as pastor. 

Worship services were held in homes un- 
til a church building was erected. Land was 
bought on Hwy. 5. The building was completed in 
October, 1964. 

Other pastors have included Brethren 
James Parnell, Charles Horton, Don Justice, 
Jim Terrell, Rodney Weeks, J.F. Hannah, Rodger 
Richardson, Mearl Burroughs, J. D. Self, Pat 
Fulmer, Calvin Luck, and Gary Elliott, pastor 
since 1988. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Jacksonville 

Sometime in 1967 Eld. James MackKrell 
led in the organization of East Side MBC, 2212 
East Second St., North Little Rock. 

In 1984 and 1985 the church sold their 
property and bought three acres of land and an 
old house at 8012 Hwy. # 161 So. in Jacksonville 
as a new location. Only four of the members at- 
tended services at the new location, and Eld. 
John Dillinger, the pastor at the time, only 
served the church one or two Sundays. 

Bro. Archie Beggs was called as pastor in 
the spring of 1986. The church chose the name 
Calvary MBC in April of 1988. 

Since that time a new building has been 
erected and a mobile chapel is being used for edu- 
cational purposes. 

Calvary MBC is the endorsing church for 
the Arkansas Mission Builders, which was 
started in January, 1990. Bro. Archie Beggs coor- 
dinates the work of the "Mission Builders." It 
was estimated the "Mission Builders" saved 
Arkansas missions and churches over one mil- 
lion dollars in building costs during the first 
three years. 


Landmark Missionary Baptist Church 
Beebe 

Landmark MBC was organized on April 
11, 1976, under the sponsorship of Landmark 
MBC in Jacksonville. The mission had been 
holding services for nineteen months, and had 
54 members. Bro. Buford Moody, who had led the 
mission, was called as Missionary-Pastor. 

The charter members were Joe and Amie 
Cheatham; Nettie Cummings; Audie Cox; Ralph, 
Millie, Melissa and Melody Eaton; John, Marie 
and Jill Foster; Victor Fulton; Tony, Lucille, 
Gregg, Rob, Eualene, Kenny, Sonya, and Bill 
Hoofman; James, Lucille, Cindy and Leslie 
Humphries; Jewel Johnson; Maxine Lockwood; 
Kathy and Tharon McCravey; James, Pat, April 
and Audrey Modlin; Rev. and Mrs. Buford 
Moody; Veda and Charlie Moody; Calvin and 
Opal Moody; Larry Moody; Charles, Nola and 
Karen Neak; Joe and Julie Permenter; Jimmy 
and Cathie Powell; Ruby Seamans; James and 
Vera Stallings; Inez, Charlotte, and Sheril 
Strayhorn; Don, Martha and Donnie Vickers. 

The property (2.48 acres) was purchased 
and the building was constructed in 1976. The 
first service was hold on the first Sunday of De- 
cember. Bro. Moody has been the church's only 
pastor. 


Faith Missionary Baptist Church 
Cabot 
The formal organization of Faith MBC 
was held Jan. 13, 1980, five years after forming 
as a mission. Seventy seven charter members 
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entered into the organization-thirty are still 
members. 

The Mission began Jan. 12, 1975, under 
the sponsorship of Faith MBC in North Little 
Rock, under the leadership of Missionary Ralph 
Cunningham. Thirty-six were present for the 
first service in a new sanctuary built by Bro. 
Cunningham. The mission grew with 90 in Sun- 
day School and 71 members on roll at the end of 
1978. A larger sanctuary and additional class- 
rooms were built in 1979. 

Bro. Cunningham served as missionary 
pastor until June 28, 1978. Bro. B. C. Hutson was 
called as pastor, and served through March, 
1991, when he retired. Bro. Brent Summerhill 
was called on March 27, 1991. 

Faith church facilities now include a 
sanctuary with a seating capacity of 240, 16 
classrooms, and two large assembly rooms. The 
church is located on two acres at East Main and 
Pin Oak Streets. 


1 Baptist and Commoner, Jan. 19, 1921. 
2Minute of Caroline Association: 1899. 
3Baptist and Commoner, Nov. 2, 1921. 


4Baptist and Commoner, Nov. 24, 1920. 


Baptist and Commoner, Nov. 2, 1922. 
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Macedonia Baptist Association 


The churches comprising the Macedonia 
Association had originally fellowshiped in the 
Independence Association. The preamble to, the 
constitution states: 

"Whereas, some churches in the Indepen- 
dence Association can not work in harmony with 
that Convention body because of their departure 
from the plan to do mission work as laid down in 
the Bible; and 

"Whereas, they have ignored the work as 
we hold, and is carried on by the State and Gen- 
eral Association, we feel it is best for the cause for 
us to be a body where we can work in harmony 
and peace according to the Bible;..." 

The 1902 State Mission Report for the In- 
dependence Association stated: 

"Whereas, the present method of work in 
this State, and other states, has been for years the 
established method, receiving the approbation of 
our Land Mark Baptist fathers, such as Graves, 
Pendleton, Ford, Dayton, Furman, Buck, the 
Brantleys, Jesse Mercer and of the recognized 
wise and consecrated Baptists of the past, and 

"Whereas, The present plan of co-opera- 
tive mission work in Arkansas as represented by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention is the 
outgrowth of the wisdom and experience of the 
Baptists of the South as tested by years of success- 
ful mission work, State, Home and Foreign, and 
of twenty years or more of experience of mission 
work in the State under the direction of the 
Baptist State Convention... 

"Be it resolved, It is the sense of the Inde- 
pendence Association that it is not only unwise 
but very hurtful to encourage divisions and sepa- 
ration, and that we should rather strive to seek 
harmony, co-operation and the unification of 
our people in our denominational work by adher- 
ing to the Arkansas Baptist State Convention as 
the best means of furthering the evangelization 
of our State and the world." 

This session was held at Jamestown, and 
Eld. J. L. Brown was Moderator of the Associa- 
tion until this session. 

The Independence Association was orga- 
nized in October, 1850. The charter churches 
were: 

Bethel, Polk Bayou; Liberty, Sulphur 
Rock; Rehobeth (Moorefeld), Batesville; Pleasant 
Grove, Smithville; Bold Springs (Reed's Creek), 
Lawrence Co., and New Hope, Lawrence Co. 

The 1854 meeting was held at Bold 
Springs, and the 1855 meeting was held with 
Liberty Church. 

The Jamestown and Pleasant Valley 
churches were in the Association by 1895, and J. 
L. Brown was the Moderator. 


The organizational meeting of the Mace- 
donia Association was held at the Macedonia 
MBC, located about one mile north of Magness, in 
October of 1915. 

According to Bro. J. H. James, who lived 
near Cedar Grove MBC, Cave City, the following 
were represented in the original organizational 
service of the Association: Bro. J. L. Brown, Bro. 
Lige James, Bro. Tom James, and Bro. J. C. 
Richardson from Jamestown, and Bro. R. M. Gal- 
loway from Newark. 

Eld. J. L. Brown reported on the 1918 
meeting in the Baptist and Commoner: ! 

The 1918 meeting was held with Center 
Grove, Bro. Brown's home church. The Introduc- 
tory Sermon was preached by Eld. E.W. James. 
Eld. G. W. James, Mobley, served as Moderator 
and W. D. Bullington was re-elected as Clerk. 

Swaims Chapel left the Independence 
Assoc. to join the Macedonia Assoc., Eld. Frank 
Linebarger, pastor. 

Eld. V. C. Erwin, who had done mission 
work in the association, made a splendid report. 

Others preaching were Eld. G. W. James, 
and Bennie Cook, pastor at Jamestown. Bro. 
Brown reported he "swept the people with his 
earnest preaching. Some were made to shout for 
Joye: 

Bro. Brown continued, "The Macedonia 
Association was organized only two years ago, 
but she is a bustling babe. The churches compos- 
ing this association organized to work, not to 
kick. They had been kicked until they got tired of 
the kicking business." 

The 1919 meeting was held with Magness 
Church, 16 miles west of Newport, on the White 
River Railroad. Eld. E. W. James preached the In- 
troductory sermon from I Cor. 6:20. 

Eld. J. L. Brown was elected as Moderator 
and Eld. E. W. James as Clerk. 

The churches and messengers were: 

Cedar Grove--E. W. James 

Center Grove--J. L. Brown, T. A. Bulling- 
ton, J. E. Bishop, and L. A. Brewer 

Hickory Grove--Brownlow Taylor 

Jamestown--John Uhles, Sisters Sarah 
Lovell, Jim Pate and Harriet Barnes 

Locust Grove--William Bell, Sisters Lizzie 
Terry and Audeen Lovell 

Macedonia--J. H. Shipman, W. F. Sisk 
and Ronald Sisk 

Maple Springs--W. S. Miller and Sis. W. E. 
Cooper 

Magness--F. M. Thompson, Noland 
Bevens, J. H. Flippo, Sisters Annie Miller and 
Bertha Thompson 

Newark--T. J. Brannon, R. M. Galoway, J. 
F. Cossey, and Sis. Lee Brannon 

New Prospect--J. R. Lewallen 
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Swaim's Chapel--James Collins and 
James Crisenberry 

Others preaching were Elders Sam Stra- 
ton from Eph. 2:10, Brownlow Taylor from Rom. 
1:16, J. F. Cossey from John 16:13, and E. W. 
James from Gal. 5:1. 

The 1920 meeting was scheduled for New 
Prospect Church, five miles north of Charlotte. 

Ordained Ministers in 1919: 
J. L. Brown, Walnut Grove; J. Bufford, Locust 
Grove; G. W. Burge, Charlotte; Henry Crow, 
Snowball; E. T. Crow, Hutson; J. F. Cossey, 


Newark; J. J. Gilbert, Huff; Columbus Haddock, 
Tuckerman; G. W. James, Mobley; E. W. James, 
Mobley; A. P. James, Mobley; S. C. Jackson, Nel- 
sonville; Jesse King, Mobley; F. D. Linebarger, 
Huff; J. R. Lewallen, Cord; Josiah Martin, 
Moorefield; J. C. Starns, Magness, and Brownlow 
Taylor, Newport. 
Licensed Ministers in 1919: 

Hubert Brogdon, Tupelo; Noland Bevans, Mag- 
ness; L. P. Bradley, Cord; and Roy James Mobley. 


Statistical Table for 1919 


Church Pastor Clerk and Post Office M'brs 
Cedar Grove G. W. James Mandy Rawlings, Mobley 88 
Center Grove G. W. James Geneva Harrelson, Newark 90 
Hickory Grove B. Taylor J. F. Byrd, Newport 135 
Jamestown T. J. James, Jamestown 59 
Locust Grove W. M. Bell, Locust Grove oy 
Macedonia E. W. James Earl Sisk, Newark 55 
Magness G. W. James F. M. Thompson, Magness Ng FS) 
Newark J. L. Brown T. J. Brannon, Newark 92 
New Prospect Mortie Burge H. Lewallen, Charlotte 41 
Maple Springs Denver Miller, Hutson 52 
Swaim's Chapel Riley Ballard Elgie Manuel, Huff 92 
Year Piace Moderator Clerk No. Churches 


1915 Macedonia MBC 
1916 Maple Springs 


1917 Jamestown J. L. Brown 
1918 Center Grove G. W. James 
1919 Magness MBC J. L. Brown 


1920 New Prospect 
1921 Jamestown 
1922 Locust Grove 
1923 Newark 

1924 Center Grove 
1925 Macedonia 


1926 

1927 

1928 Paroquet MBC W. T. Bracy 
1929 Swaims Chapel Joseph Foster 


Jamestown Missionary Baptist Church 

The Jamestown MBC was actually orga- 
nized in Jefferson Co., TN in 1842.2 After the or- 
ganization, the members traveled to Arkansas by 
ox cart. The churches in Jefferson Co., TN had a 
direct link to the Sandy Creek Association of 
Separate Baptists in Gulliford Co., NC. There- 
fore, the migration of what was known at the 
time as the Cedar Grove Baptist Church, fur- 
nishes a rather direct link to the Separate Bap- 
tists, and also the Baptists that came from North 
Carolina through the Cumberland Gap into east- 
ern Tennessee. 

In an article appearing in the August 1, 
1928, issue of the Baptist and Commoner, Elder J. 
L. Brown, who wrote a regular column dealing 
with church history, gave a report on the history 


W. D. Bullington 
W. D. Bullington 


E. W. James il 
R. M. Galloway 17 
T. J. James 


of the Jamestown Church. Since Bro. Brown was 
a contemporary, actually pastoring the 
Jamestown Church as early as 1878, and actually 
knew five of the charter members of the church, 
his testimony should be credible. 

Elder Brown began the report on the 
Jamestown Church with the following para- 
graph: 

"Via Eld. W. M. Owen, Via Eld. Ben M. 
Bogard has fallen into my hands an old leather- 
bound book. This book was first the property of 
Jamestown Baptist Church (Cedar Grove), but 
later fell into the hands of the Denmark Baptist 
Church (known as Independence Church). The 
book does not tell us how it came to change hands 
and as the change took place about eighty-one 
years ago [1847], six years before I was born, I'm 
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not going to tell you, but will content myself by 
giving you some points of information, followed 
by a few personal reminiscent notes." 

"The Cedar Grove Baptist Church, now 
known as Jamestown Baptist Church, seven 
miles southwest of Batesville, in Independence 
County, Arkansas, was organized in the state of 
Tennessee on the first Saturday in September of 
1842. 

The church was organized with sixteen 
members: Bird Pate, Rueben Pate, Phebe Pate, 
Nancy Pate, John Pate, Daniel James, Milinda 
James, Thomas Hankins (by 1850 was a deacon), 
Verlinda Hankins, Priscilla Hankins, Gordan 
Hankins, Emanda Hankins, Malinda Fouse, 
David Hankins, Elizabeth Hankins, and Henry T. 
Hankins."2 

After the organization the church moved 
"enmasse" to Arkansas and settled in Greenbrier 
Valley in Independence County. The valley takes 
the name from Greenbrier Creek that empties 
into the White River above Batesville. 

Bro., Brown ‘continued, "In. 187 /,9just 
thirty-five years after its organization, that 
church [Jamestown] elected me to serve as pastor. 
I have served as its pastor first and last, twenty 
years, and was personally acquainted with five of 
her charter members“, viz: David Hankins, 
Elizabeth Hankins, his wife, Daniel James and 
Malinda James, his wife and Henry Hankins. 

"Daniel James and Malinda James were 
the parents of Pheba Dumas, who is over 80 years 
old and lives alone just across the road from the 
Jamestown church house. There are five genera- 
tions of their posterity living near Jamestown." 

The records of the Jamestown Church do 
not include the details of the organization. The 
first meeting recorded was Saturday before the 
first Sunday in January, 1849. Bro. G. W. Ken- 
nard was pastor, and Bro. Henry Bayless was 
clerk. 

The records indicate that on May 5, 1850 a 
presbytery was called consisting of Elders John 
Goad and P.S.G. Watson and deacons Henry Bay- 
less and Thomas Hankins to ordain H. H. Mc- 
Coullin as a deacon. 

The Census records for 1850 list Gordan 
Hankins, James Hankins, and Thomas Hankins 
as living in Greenbrier Township, Independence 
Co. 

Other records show that Eld John Goad 
served as pastor from Feb. 1854 until Dec., 1857. 
G. W. Kennard was pastor from 1848-1854, and 
Feb. 1858 until 1865. The records indicate meet- 
ings in 1861, but a break until 1866. John Miller 
was elected as pastor in September, 1866. J. L. 
Brown became pastor in January, 1878 and 
served until sometime in 1880, and again was 
chosen as pastor in 1887. 


Cedar Grove changed to Jamestown 
The church continued to be known as 
Cedar Grove until 1891. In addition to Elders 


John Goad and G. W. Kennard, other early pastors 
of Cedar Grove were Elders John Miller 1866- 
1868 [see the Rocky Bayou Assoc. for a biographi- 
cal sketch], R.W. Thomas 1868-1870, A. Whitner 
1871-1874, Edwin Martin 1874-1876, J. W. Crow 
1876-1878, and J. L. Brown 1878-1880, 1887- 
1891, 1895-1899, 1906-1908, 1909-1913, 1914- 
1916, 1929-1932. Eld. Brown pastored the church 
over a period of fifty-four years. 

During most of the early history 
Jamestown fellowshipped in the Rocky Bayou 
Association. The church entertained the Asso- 
ciation in 1867, 1879 and 1890. Apparently in 
1879 and again in 1895 the church considered 
seeking fellowship with the Independence Assoc. 
Jamestown MBC sent messengers to the first 
meeting of the General Association at Searcy on 
Oct. 31,.1902. 


The church was originally located near 
the Jamestown Cemetery, about .7 miles south of 
the present location. The church moved to the 
present location in 1891, and built a new build- 
ing. The church has been remodeled several 
times. A fellowship hall was built about 1978. 

The Locust Grove Church was organized 
out of Jamestown in 1894. A later record in Feb. 
1913, also indicates a similar action. On Sep. 24, 
1920 the church extended an arm to Pine Ridge to 
organize a MBC. 

In September of 1916, the church voted to 
go into the organization of a new Landmark Bap- 
tist Association at Macedonia Baptist Church. 


Maple Springs Missionary Baptist Church 
Rosie 

The Maple Springs MBC was organized in 
1862 by Elders G. W. Crow, Cornett and Thomas. 
The charter members had recently arrived from 
Gravel Hill, near Kingston, in DeKalb Co., AL in 
13 ox-drawn wagons. They brought their cows 
and farm seed and potatoes with them from Al- 
abama. 

The thirteen charter members soon con- 
structed a log building east of the present site, 
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near the Crow Cemetery. The present brick-ve- 
neer building is the fourth building. 

Early pastors included Elders Lige James, 
Tom James, J. L. Brown, Jack Payne, B. F. Hol- 
ford, Joe R. Foster, S. A. Payne, Will Bracy, Tom 
Crow, LeRoy Goodson and W. E. Sherrill. 


Union Hill Missionary Baptist Church 


Bradford 

The Union Hill MBC, now located on 
Thida Road in extreme Southern Independence 
Co., was organized March 5, 1887, in Jackson Co., 
not far from the present location. An arm was ex- 
tended from Independence Baptist Church to or- 
ganize the following twelve charter members into 
a church: 

T. F. Gifford, W. R. Ford, G. W. Scoggin, J. 
J. Goad, E. McDougal, A. McDougal, E. F. Vanor- 
man, Maria Gifford, L. C. Scoggin, M. S. Scoggin, 
M. E. Vick and C. A. Coffman. 

Eld. S. B. Vick was the first pastor. Other 
pastors have included Elders D. B. Scoggin, Byron 
Sneed, Wilburn Wright, J. L. Horton, Dewain 
Lawrence, Hubert Meharg, James Bunger, Neil 
Wilkerson, L. J. Gay and C. Forrest Shook. 

In the spring of 1918 the church building 
was partially destroyed by a storm. Materials 
from this building at Curve Lane were used to 
build a new building. This building was soon in 
such a state of disrepair that the church was 
meeting in homes. 

During 1930 the church repaired the 
building, held a singing school and revival, and 
began an annual homecoming. 

In 1939 the church moved into a third 
building, adjacent to Brown Cemetery, about one 
mile from the second location. The land was do- 
nated by Mr. Charlie and Mrs. Cillar Durham. In 
1983 a new cathedral-type sanctuary and baptis- 
tery were added to the existing facilities. 


Pleasant Valley Missionary Baptist Church, 


Batesville 

Pleasant Valley MBC was organized in 
Sep., 1893, at the Cross Timbers School house. 
The following members came forward with let- 
ters from sister churches: Bro. J. T. Shirley, Sis. 
Amanda, Nancy and Anna Shirley of Liberty 
MBC; Bro. J. A. Shirley, an ordained deacon, his 
wife, M.A. Shirley of Rehoboth MBC [this church 
in the Moorefield Community was organized in 
1840]; F. T. Martin, Amanda J. and Ellen Martin 
of Martin Chapel MBC; Bro. J. L. Pierce, an or- 
dained deacon, Sis. Lucy and Julia Pierce of Lib- 
erty MBC, making a total of twelve charter mem- 
bers. After the organization, Eld. Josiah Martin 
of Martin Chapel came with a letter and Martha 
A. Johnston was received for baptism. The first 
pastor was Eld. H. F. Vermillion, who also as- 
sisted with the organization. 

At its organization, the church voted to 
represent in the Independence Association. In 


1928 the church asked for affiliation with the 
Macedonia Association, and entertained the As- 
sociation in 1934 and later years. The church was 
also host to the State Association in 1964 and 
1984. 

At its second meeting in Sep., 1893 the 
church voted to buy 1.5 acres near Cross Timbers 
school to build a church house. That location is 
about 2.5 miles from the present location. The 
church continued to meet at that location until 
1928, when the church bought a building and 
property from the defunct Mt. Zion General BC, 
about 1.5 miles north of the present location. 

In Jan., 1953 the church voted to move to 
the present location, 2645 White Drive or Hwy. 25 
N. By 1965 the church had outgrown its buildings, 
and the church erected a new sanctuary, which 
was dedicated Aug. 14, 1966. A parsonage was 
built in 1970. 

Other pastors of the church have included 
Josiah Martin, John J. Martin, G. W. James, J. P. 
Lovelace, E. N. Campbell, Charles Davis, James 
Purcelley, H. C. Bickers, W. B. O'Neal, J. T. Jones, 
Guy Jenkins, Thomas Crow, Silas Burge, G. M. 
Mack, Marty Burge, Joe Foster, and L. R. Good- 
son. 

Pleasant Valley sponsored a mission in 
Ranson, WV, which was organized into a church 
in 1981. The church also sponsored a mission in 
Springfield, IL. 


New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church 
Sulphur Rock 

New Prospect MBC was established in 
1917. The first sermon was by A. P. James on Sep. 
23, 1917. The first pastor was John Rob Lewallen. 

The charter members were G. W. Burge, G. 
C. Loy, W. M. Rider, L. Burge, W. D. Lewallen, G. C. 
Rider, M. L. Rider, S. A. Rider, Rosy Loy and Julie 
Loy. 

The first deacons ordained in Oct., 1917 
were W. D. Lewallen, G. C. Rider, and G. C. Loy. 

The land for the church was donated by 
Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Rider on Nov. 30, 1917. An old 
school building was moved from the property in 
1992 to make room for a new addition consisting 
of classrooms and a fellowship hall. 


Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
Bradford 

In the late 1930's Mrs. Maurine Pearson 
and later Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sanford opened 
their homes to Sunday School services in the 
community. 

This interest grew and eventually resulted 
in the church being organized under the leader- 
ship of Bro. D. B. Scoggins, Macedonia As- 
sociation Missionary. Friendship MBC was or- 
ganized on Feb. 16, 1941. The charter members 
were Robert Sanford, Lillian Sanford, Pauline 
Sanford, Frank Sanford, and Mary Robertson 
Myers. That night five more were added. 
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Through the hard work of many a build- 
ing was erected on land donated by Mrs. Vergie 
Terry. In 1954 a larger building was erected, and 
classrooms were added in 1964. The present audi- 
torium was built in 1968. 


Flippo Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 


Pleasant Plains 

Flippo Chapel MBC was started in the 
home of Bro. and Sis. Raymond Denniston in the 
spring of 1946. The church was organized July 14, 
1946. Bro. D. B. Scoggins, from Oak Grove MBC 
was the missionary. Mt. Calvary MBC, Pleasant 
Plains, was the sponsoring church. 

Charter members were Bro. Raymond 
Denniston, Sis. Cordelia Denniston, Sis. Myrtle 
Cooper, Sis. Mary Ann Hall, Sis. Josephine 
Sherrill, Bro. Carl Flippo, and Sis. Gladys 
Flippo. 

After meeting in a brush arbor for the 
summer, the church met in the home of Bro. and 
Sis. Joe Denniston until the first building was 
built at the present location, Floral Road (Hwy. 
87) and Flippo Chapel Road. The Dennistons also 
donated the land for the church. 

The first building was completed about 
1948. This building was torn down and the pre- 
sent building was erected starting in 1960. In 
1969 a fellowship hall and three classrooms were 
added. Other improvements have been made 
since that time. 

Other pastors have included Lester Wood, 
Aubrey Staggs, Philip Seiber, Farrell Cooper, 
Ralph Doty, Otto Treece, James Waire, M. F. 
Gilliam, Tom Meharg, and Herbert Meharg. 


Surrounded Hill Missionary 


Baptist Church, Newport 

Surrounded Hill MBC grew out of New 
Salem Baptist Church, which was organized in 
1917, and affiliated with the Independence Bap- 
tist Association. In 1935 an Old Salem Church 
was organized, which met at the Bridge School, 
because of difficulty of travel. Apparently this 
church ceased services after a flood in 1945. 


ly, L. Brown, Baptist and Commoner, Oct. 9, 1918. 
2Please refer to the Chapter I, Arkansas Roots- 
Tennessee and Alabama, for background information. 


3We have not been able to locate these individuals on 
the membership roll of a church in Jefferson Co. 
However, there were several churches in the area, 
and we have only had access_ to the records of the 
French Broad, Mossy Creek, and Friendship Baptist 
Church. The other churches included Antioch 1829, 
Black Oak Grove 1834, Oakland 1837, and Hill 
Springs 1835. 


Some of the members re-joined the New Salem 
Church. 

In 1949 the Surrounded Hill schoolhouse 
was torn down. The New Salem Church had been 
meeting in the building. After the building was 
torn down, the church ceased services. 

Bro. William Mantooth, Sr., contacted 
Bro. James Balch, Missionary for the Macedonia 
Association. Bro. Mantooth provided a building, 
and was the only man present for several years. 

By 1952 a building was built and the name 
was changed from New Salem to Surrounded Hill. 

Other pastors include J. W. Daley, Johnny 
Stanley, George Oswald, Troy Rogers, James 
Sullins, Hubert Lee, James Loris, Roy Phillips, 
Nile Triplett, Ron Shipley and Tim Carter. 


Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Tuckerman 

The Calvary MBC was organized on 
March 31, 1989, under the sponsorship of Land- 
mark MBC in Stuttgart. 

Charter members were Bro. Earl Saun- 
ders, Sis. Geraldine Saunders, Bro. Jerry Haner, 
Sis. Pat Haner, Bro. James Kinard, Sis. Roseann 
Kinard, Sis. Laura Kinard, Sis. Shelly Trotter, 
Bro. Kenny Fletcher, Sis. Linda Fletcher, and Sis. 
Pam Breckenridge. 

The first services were held in an old store 
building on Main Street in Tuckerman. Property 
(1.4 acres) was purchased, and construction was 
started in the summer of 1992 and completed in 
the fall. 

Bro. Jerry Haner, served as missionary 
from March, 1985, through October, 1987. Bro. 
Kim Greenwalt followed from November, 1987 to 
August, 1988. Bro. Earl Saunders came in Febru- 
ary of 1989, and continued as pastor after the or- 
ganization. 


One source suggested the church was orga- 
nized out of Cedar Grove Church in Blount Co., TN. 
We cannot confirm or deny this. The closest we have 
come is from the records of the Dumplin Creek Church 
[Jefferson Co., also pastored by Duke Kimbrough] on 
August 6, 1842: "Chose R. H. Newman and Calvin M. 
Hodges delegates to our next Association to be held 
with the church at Cedar Grove, Blount Co., TN." 
4The emphasis is mine. The fact that Bro. Brown was 
personally acquainted with these charter members, 
as well as the fact he lived near the Denmark Church 
and was personally acquainted with many members, 
should accredit him as a credible witness. 


Bethlehem Association, LM 


The Bethlehem Association actually orig- 
inated out of the Buckville Baptist Association, 
which was organized in October, 1890, by 
churches that had fellowshiped in the Saline As- 
sociation. 

The Buckville Association was organized 
at Mt. Tabor Church, Garland Co., Oct. 17-18, 
1890. The church is now located on Hwy. 298, ap- 
proximately 20 miles west of Jessieville, on the 
north side of Lake Ouachita. 

The 1891 session was held with Buckville 
Church, Garland Co. That same month the Beth- 
lehem Church voted to leave the Saline Associa- 
tion and unite with the Buckville Association. 
Bethlehem remained with the Buckville Assoc. 
until October, 1941, when she became a charter 
member of the Bethlehem Assoc., which was or- 
ganized at Bethlehem Church, and assumed the 
name of the church. 

Bethlehem Baptist Church was organized 
in October, 1862 by the pastor and several mem- 
bers of Marble Church of Beaudry, Garland Co. 
(about 5 miles east of Jessieville). At the time of 
the organization the church was located in Mont- 
gomery Co. 

The Buckville Association became a 
strong alliance by the turn of the century with 
over 30 churches at one time. However, the 
Buckville Association maintained correspon- 
dence with the State Convention and the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, and by 1925 the Associ- 
ation had followed the convention pattern. 

Therefore, in 1942 Bethlehem, Marble, 
Glazier Peau and Valley Home Churches pulled 
out and organized the Bethlehem Landmark 
Missionary Baptist Association. In the early 
1950's Lake Ouachita was filled with water, cov- 
ering the location of many of the churches. This 
broke the back of the Buckville Association, 
leaving only four churches. Three of these four 
churches have gone into the Garland Co. Associa- 
tion. 

The minutes of the organizational meet- 
ing state: "Messengers from six churches met at 
Bethlehem Church about seventeen miles from 
Hot Springs in Garland Co., AR, being dissatis- 
fied with the dictatorial conditions of the Con- 
vention system in Buckville Association, to or- 
ganize the Bethlehem Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Association. 

The churches and messengers: 

Bethlehem: J. E. Shaw, C. M. Ritter, H. C. 
Smith, Sam Murders, E. H. Murders, Roy Mur- 
ders, Will Ward 

Marble: Elbert Johnson, Porter Ragsdale, 
Sis. Pearl Johnson 

Glazier Peau: Jack Grisham, Charlie Fox 


Valley Home: Joe B. Blair, George Hooper, 
J. R. Tillery 

Cedar Glades: Willie Robinson 

White Oak Grove: George Breshears, Hattie 
Breshears, Lizzy Terry 


The first meeting was called to order by 
Eld. A. M. Bridges, pastor of Bethlehem Church. 
Dr. J. Louis Guthrie, president of the Missionary 
Baptist Institute, Little Rock, was elected 
moderator of the organizational meeting, and 
George Hooper served as Clerk. 

The first session of the Association met 
Dec. 12-13 as planned at Glazier Peau, with only 
four churches represented. Cedar Glades and 
White Oak Grove remained in the Buckville 
Assoc. White Oak Grove has since gone out of ex- 
istence, Cedar Glades remains with the SBC, and 
is at present a member of the Garland Co. Assoc. 
Bethlehem and Marble are the only charter 
members remaining in the Assoc. Bro. Johnnie 
Douthit was elected the first moderator, and Bro. 
Odell Hawks the first clerk. 

At the present time six churches partici- 
pate in the Association: Marble and Bethlehem of 
Jessieville, Cedar Mountain of Mountain Valley; 
First Baptist, Hot Springs Village; Southwest, Hot 
Springs and Rose of Sharon, Hot Springs. 


Marble Missionary Baptist Church 
Jessieville 

Marble Church was organized Oct. 21, 
1848 in NW Saline Co., now Garland Co. The site 
of the organization was 15 miles west of Paron 
and 5 miles east of Jessieville, near the Middle 
Fork of the Saline River. 

The presbyters for the organization were 
Elders John Young Lindsey and Aaron Bolt. Bro. 
Lindsey was pastor of the Kentucky Church and 
Bro. Bolt was pastor of Spring Creek. 

The following is a copy of the organiza- 
tion: 

"Be it known to all whome it may concern 
that we the members of Marble Church constituted 
this third Saturday in October 1848 into a Regular 
Baptist Church of Jesus Christ by Elder Aaron Bolt 
and John Y. Lindsey, on presenting our letters of dis- 
mission from different Baptist Churches of Jesus 
Christ having been regularly baptized on a profession 
of our faith in Christ believing the Church of Christ to 
be but one in its visible appearance on earth, believing 
at the same time that it is our duty as christians and 
members of His body to preserve the true faith and or- 
der of the Gospel and to maintain the peace and har- 


mony of Christian union and fellowship among our- 
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selves as members of His body to the Glory of God and 
benefit of his children, do therefore agree for these 
purposes to give ourselves to God and to each other and 
united together in a Church Capacity possessing the 
right as the Lords free men to give or withhold or do as 
we conceive to be right under the Gospel with. our 
property or money as we please making neither a bar 
to Christian union or fellowship, and adopting as our 
faith the New Testament as recommended by our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ at the same time to be gov- 
erned by rules laid down by Him and his Apostles as 
our Church government, done and agreed to this 3rd 
Saturday in Oct., 1848. 

To all whome it may concern that Elder 
Aaron Bolt and John Y, Lindsey, Regular Ministers of 
the Gospel being a Regular Baptist Presbytery, being 
called upon by the following brethren and sisters, to 
wit: 

Sharp D. Glenn, Elisabeth Speer, Syntha 
Glenn, George Speer, Elisabeth Shurley, Emely Speer, 
Nina Tyler, James Blocker, A. Cunningham, Se- 
mantha Blocker, Bethenia Cunningham, Elisabeth 
Speer, E. H. Quilen (Builen), George Blocker, Malinda 


Glenn, Morison Cotner, James Speer 


Baring letters from different Baptist Churches, 
some by baptism on examining them find them in or- 
der and orthodox and did therefore constitute them 
into a Regular Baptist Church of Jesus Christ to be in 
title to all the right and privileges immunity as a 
sovereign and independent body or Church endowed 
with the authority to make her own rules or Laws or 
her own internal government in conformity to the 
New Testament as a Separate Regular Baptist Church 
of Christ by the name of Marble, done the Saturday 
before the third Sunday in October 1848, and signed by 
the presbytery. 

A. Cunningham, Clerk. 
John Y. Lindsey 


The exact location of the first building is 
unknown. It was somewhere near Newkirk 
Cemetery, about one-mile SW of the present loca- 
tion. It is very likely the church met in private 
homes, especially the home of Sharp. D. Glenn. 

Sharp David Glenn moved to the Marble 
community May 12, 1836. He and his wife Cyn- 
thia (Syntha) were the only charter members to 
remain at Marble until death. 

The Blocker and Speer families lived 
about 20 miles west of Marble and traveled that 
far on horseback or wagon for church services. 
The Montgomery Co. line was about 10 miles west 


of Marble Church. Garland Co. was formed later 
out of parts of Saline, Montgomery, and Hot 
Springs counties. 

William Jefferson Neighbors pastored the 
church from 1871-1885. He lived just off Hwy. 5 
near the junction of Hwy. 128, not far from the 
Smith Creek Church. ! 

In 1919 the meeting house was burned by 
an arsonist. When the new framework was up, it 
too was burned. The church then bought a one- 
acre site from Dr. James Rogers. At this time 
deacons Thomas L. Johnson and I. W. Merriott 
signed an agreement with a prominent member 
of the community to build a community church 
house. This invalid action was done without 
church authority, but it served its purpose. Many 
in the community thought for years that Marble 
Church house was a community house. The 
church did allow a Church of God preacher to 
hold services for a while. This resulted in a split 
in the membership, with several being excluded. 


According to the 1850 census: 

Anderson Cunningham was 39 years of 
age, a farmer, his property was valued at $7000, 
he was born in Tennessee. His wife was Bethina, 
38 years of age, also born in Tennessee. Based on 
the births of the children, they were in Ark. as 
early as 1836. 

Sharp Glenn was 50 years of age, a farmer, 
his property was valued at $1000, he was born in 
KY. His wife was (S)cynthia, 45 years of age, was 
born in TN. 

James Speer was 27 years of age, a farmer, 
born in AL. His wife, Elizabeth, age 24, was born 
in IL. They had two children, Louisa, age 2, and 
Elizabeth, age 1, both born in AR. 

George Speer was 65 years of age, a farmer, 
born in IL. Apparently his wife had died. She was 
probably the Emely listed as a charter member. 
The children were George, age 20; Elizabeth, age 
17; Mary Jane, age 14, all born in TN. James was 
probably the older son who had already married. 

James Blocker was 23 years of age, a 
farmer, born in MO. His wife was Clemanthia 
(possibly the Semantha), also 23 years of age, 
born in TN. They had a son, 1 year of age, born in 
AR. 

Living next to James was William 
Blocker, who was probably his father. William 
was age 44, born in NC. George, probably James' 
younger brother, age 19, was also born in MO. 

Next to the Blockers was John Speer, age 
39, born in KY. His wife was Elizabeth, also a 
charter member, age 38, who was born in TN. 


Marble has been affiliated with three lo- 
cal associations, beginning with membership in 
the Saline Assoc. in 1850. (The 1936 minute 
listed Marble as representing in 1849 at 
Philadelphia) She hosted the 1868 meeting, the 
first after the Civil War for which we have 
records, with 20 churches represented. (there may 
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have been an 1867 meeting with only seven 
churches represented, but we have no records of 
it). Marble hosted the Association again in 1880, 
with 39 churches represented. 


This picture was taken between 1895-1900. Calvin T. 
Glenn, who served as clerk of the Saline Assoc., is in 
the top row on left side of center post, with beard and 
head hair. The bald gentleman on right side of post is 
Eld. Daniel H. Smith, pastor 1897-1899, most likely 
pastor when the picture was taken. 


In October, 1862, Marble led in organizing 
Bethlehem Baptist Church on the headwaters of 
Little Blakely Creek. Bethlehem is now located 
on Hwy 298, just west of Hwy. 7, about 17 miles 
north of Hot Springs. In 1896 Marble organized a 
church at Jessieville named New Marble. This 
work soon died, then was revived, and Jessieville 
Baptist Church, now with the SBC, was consti- 
tuted. 

Early pastors of Marble Church were: 

John Y. Lindsey Dec. 1848 - May, 1854; 
James J. Cobb May, 1854 - Feb., 1861; Wilkins 
Tate Feb., 1861 --Oct., 1865; W. J. Neighbors 
March, 1869 - Sep., 1870; J. C. Henderson Sep. 
1870 - Jan. 1871. Bro. Jimmy Johnson first pas- 
tored the church in 1961, and has pastored con- 
tinuously since Sep., 1974. 

Anderson Cunningham, the first church 
clerk was also a deacon. Calvin T. Glenn was or- 
dained in 1870. Bro. Glenn also served as Clerk of 
the Saline Assoc. from 1879-1882, and again in 
1888 and 1893. 

Until 1949 Marble had preaching one 
Sunday per month. In 1949 the church became 
half-time, and in 1958 the church became full- 
time with preaching every Sunday. Then in June 
of 1975, Bro. Jimmy D. Johnson was placed on 
the field and paid a salary. Marble was the first 
church of any persuasion in this area to do this. 
Since that time the church has increased to an 
average Sunday attendance of 95, enlarged the 
auditorium, added 8 Sunday Schools rooms, a 
fellowship hall, central heat and air, restrooms 
and landscaping. 


Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church 

Bethlehem MBC was organized October 
17, 1862 by Wilkins Tate and Peter Smith, as a 
presbytery, based on the following covenant: 

"On presenting our letters of dismission 
from different Missionary Baptist Churches of 
Jesus Christ, having been regularly baptized on a 
profession of our faith in Christ. Believing the 
Church of Christ to be but one in its visible ap- 
pearance on earth. Believing at the same time 
that it is our duty as Christians and members of 
the body, to preserve the faith and order of the 
Gospel, and to maintain the peace and harmony 
of Christian union and fellowship. Doing our- 
selves as members of his body to the glory of God 
and benefit of his children, do therefore agree for 
these purposes to give ourselves to God and each 
other. And united together in a Church Capacity, 
possessing the right as the Lords free men to give 
or with hold of do as we conceive to be right under 
the gospel with our property or money as we 
please. Making neither a bar to Christian union 
or fellowship, and adopting as our faith the New 
Testament, as recommended by our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. At the same time to be gov- 
erned by rules laid down by him and his Apostles 
as our Church Government. Done and agreed to 
this 17th of October, 1862. 

The roll of the members who went into the 
Constitution: John Ritter, Mary Ritter, Margret 
A. Ritter, Dorcas J. Ritter,’ Christian’ Ritter, 
George D. Ritter, Milley Ritter, Nancy Ann Ritter, 
Susan Baldwin, Dorthy Smith. 

The first meeting house for Bethlehem 
Church was on Little Blakley Creek near where it 
now empties into Lake Ouachita. In April 1903 
Sis. Jane Mariott gave one acre of land to the 
church for a new building site, which was located 
near what is now Hwy 298 about one-mile west of 
the present location. Some time around 1950 a 
new building was erected at the present location, 
about one-half mile west of No. 7 Hwy. on Hwy. 
298: 


Cedar Mountain Missionary Baptist 
Church, Mountain Valley 


Cedar Mountain MBC was established on 
July 28, 1949. Bethlehem MBC extended the arm. 
The organizing presbytery was Elders J. F. Crain, 
J. M. Bridges and R. A. Tucker. 

The charter members were Eld. George M. 
Hooper, Sis. Coe Hooper, Sis. Etta Richardson, 
Bro. Ferman Ward, Sis. Jewel Ward, Bro. Amos 
Turner, Sis. Thursie Turner, Sis. Pauline Garrett. 

Land for the church was purchased on the 
same hill side the brush arbor meeting was held 
out of which the church actually grew. A building 
was built, and the church has remained at the 
same location. The first baptizing was held the 
same month the church was organized with nine 
baptized. 
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Pastors of the church have included EI- 
ders J. F. Crain, Jimmy Bray, Bert Bashaw, Joe 
Damazio, Leroy Hill, Elmer Cash, Milos Taylor, 
Burl Ziegler, Jimmy Dale Johnson, George 
Hooper, Roy Murders, Columbus Mahan, Frank 
Gorcke, J. D. Hooper, and Curtis Abernathy, the 
present pastor. 

The church has added classrooms, anda 
fellowship hall. "We have come a long way mate- 
rially since the Brush Arbor days." 


Southwest Missionary Baptist Church 
Hot Springs 

Southwest MBC was organized on June 6, 
1960, under the sponsorship of East Side MBC, A. 
J. Simpson, pastor. The church was originally 
located at 1015 Malvern Ave., and was named 
Malvern Ave. MBC until March 22, 1964. Bro. H. 
L. Shuffield, missionary of the Bethlehem Asso- 
ciation, led in the organization. 

Eight had been received on profession of 
faith and baptism, and twenty-one came into the 
mission by letters from other churches. The 
charter members were: Florence Hines. Veda 
Tague, Hilder Sorters, Ronnie Howell, Pat Dugan, 
Steve Powell, B. L. Powell, Mrs. B. L. Powell, 
Lydall Love. Mrs. Delphia Deary, Brenda 
Martinez, Linda Martinez, Billy Limoges, 
Johnny Deary, Nancy Geao Deary, James West- 
fall, Jackie Westfall, Westie Westfall and 
Youlanda Westfall. 

The present property at 112 Dexter Street 
was purchased March 8, 1964. After moving to 
the present location, the name was changed to 
Southwest MBC. The adjoining property was pur- 
chased in January, 1973. 

Other pastors have included Elders Robert 
L. Taylor, Lewis Walker, Charles Tague, H. L. 
Shuffield, Jimmy Paxton, Burl Ziegler, Joe 
Hellums, Kenneth Dean Prince, Robert McCrorey, 
Gary Smith, Herbert Morehart, and J. D. Hooper. 

Southwest was the sponsoring church for 
Rose of Sharon, Bro. Russell Almond, State Mis- 
sionary; and Bismark Mission, Bro. Gene Outler, 
mission pastor, out of which Unity MBC was or- 
ganized. 


Rose of Sharon Missionary Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs 

The Rose of Sharon MBC was established 
on Sep. 19, 1965. Southwest MBC, Hot Springs, H. 
L. Shuffield, pastor, was the sponsoring church. 

There were twenty-three charter mem- 
bers. Property was purchased and a building con- 
structed at 6380 Woodall Circle. 

Bro. Russell Almond served as mis- 
sionary-pastor. Other pastors have included 
Elders Johnny Almond, Ralph Cunningham, E]l- 
lis Murders, Columbus Manah and Kenneth Dean 
Prince: 


First Baptist Church 
Hot Springs Village 

Under the leadership of G. F. Crumley, 
Spring Creek MBC in Benton, received property 
for the church in 1974. Eld. L. H. Owen served as 
the original missionary. 

In January of 1979, Dr. M. E. Cowan was 
called as missionary-pastor. 

The church was organized August, 26, 
1989. 


1Letter from Pastor Jimmy D. Johnson, February 24, 
1993: 
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Several meetings were held prior to the of- 
ficial organization. The first meeting was held at 
First Baptist Church, Bryant, on Aug. 13, 1967. At 
this meeting a motion was_ presented to go into 
the formation of the Association. A substitute 
motion prevailed for discussions, and that the 
churches meet again on Sep. 28. 

The Sep. 28, 1967 meeting was held at 
Spring Creek. Of the twenty -five churches repre- 
sented, sixteen were in favor of organizing a new 
association, two were opposed, and seven re- 
ported as being uncertain or having taken no de- 
cisive action. 

A motion carried to elect a committee of 
seven to draft proposed Articles of Agreement to 
submit to the churches in Saline Co. for ratifica- 
tion, to form a county-wide association. 

This committee met twice and drew up 
proposed Articles of Agreement. These were sub- 
mitted to the churches in December, 1967. A spe- 
cial meeting was called for Feb. 22, 1968 at 
Sharon Baptist Church, Benton. 

At the Feb. 22, 1968 meeting, twelve 
churches voted in favor of the proposed Articles 
of Agreement. Five churches had made no deci- 
sion, three offered amendments, fourteen were 
not present, and one church was opposed to the 
formation of a new association. 

A motion carried to set a date for forma- 
tion of a new Association, with the understand- 
ing that churches fulfill their responsibilities to 
their local associations for 


this year, and start no new projects until the 
close of this associational year. 

On April 19, 1968 messengers from 
churches in Saline Co. met at Spring Creek, for 
the purpose of organizing a county-wide associa- 
tion. 

Churches going into the initial organiza- 
tion were Spring Creek, Sharon, Mars Hill, Tyn- 
dal Park, Unity, North Fork, Mulberry, Olive Hill 
and Crossroads. 

The following officers were elected: 

Moderator, Bro. Burl Ziegler; Assistant 
moderator, Bro. G. F. Crumley; Clerk-Treasurer, 
Bro. Leroy Hamilton. 

Another meeting was held on Sep. 5 at 
Sharon. 

First Baptist at Bryant was selected as 
host for the first official associational meeting. 

The First Annual Meeting was held on 
Nov. 2, 1968 at First Baptist Church, Bryant. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached 
by Bro. Morris Cloud from II Tim. 2:11-13. 

Reports were given on Christian Educa- 
tion and Texarkana Baptist Orphanage. 

The Association considered three mission 
projects: 

The Mission in Cape Girardeau, MO. 

The mission work of Bro. John White in 
Australia. 

A mission in the western section of Mem- 
phis, TN. 

The Mission project in Cape Girardeau 
was selected, and the work in Australia was given 
moral endorsement. 


1968 Church Directory 
Avilla: Pastor, Charles Shepherd; Clerk, Mrs. Raven Rogers, Rt. 1, Box 71, Alexander 
Brook's Bethel: Pastor, Howard Baxley; Clerk, Mrs. Sue Leach, Rt. 1, Box 159, Bauxite 


Collegeville: Pastor, James Johnson; 


Cross Roads: Pastor, Glenn L. Hamilton; Clerk, Mrs. Betty Woodard, Rt. 3, Box 696, Benton 
First Baptist, Bryant: Pastor, Morris Cloud; Clerk, Pam Winkler, P. O. Box 306, Bryant 
Kentucky: Pastor, C. D. "Pete" Horn; Clerk, T. O. Harris, Rt. 2, Benton 

Mars Hill: Pastor, Riley E. Dale; Clerk, Louis Magby, Rt. 1, Box 113, Bauxite 

Mt. View: Pastor, Ted Warford; Clerk, Mrs. Vergie Wilson, Rt. 3, Benton 

Mulberry: Pastor, John Stanley; Clerk, Geneva Collins, Benton 

North Fork: Pastor, Bro. Cecil Hyde; Clerk, Mrs. Elizabeth Nabors, Paron 

Olive Hill: Pastor, Alvin T. Quick; Clerk, Mrs. Harley Red, 10924 Legion Road, Mabelvale 
Sharon: Pastor, Burl Ziegler; Clerk, Maxine Coffey, 1216 N. East, Benton 

Spring Creek: Pastor, G. F. Crumley; Clerk, Mrs. Joyce Carmen, Rt. 5, Box 253, Benton 
Tyndall Park: Pastor, Earl White; Clerk, Wanda Bruce, 809 Burton St., Benton 

Unity: Pastor, Sid Hunter; Clerk, C. F. Taylor, Rt. 2, Box 446, Benton 

Vimy Ridge: Pastor, Herbert Kitchens; Clerk, Lorene Harrison, Rt. 2, Box 244, Alexander 
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Kentucky Missionary Baptist Church 


Benton 

For the early history, please see Chapter 
II, "Early Arkansas Settlers and Churches." 

Following the Civil War, the church expe- 
rienced a period of progress and growth. From 
1868 until 1922, the membership grew from 19 to 
178. In 1877 the church added 24 members by 
baptism, in 1891 22 were baptized, and in 1921 84 
were baptized. 

As evidence of participation of the church 
in associational activities, and also their sound- 
ness in the faith, the Saline Assoc. Minute of 
1868 included the report of a committee chaired 
by Harrison Lindsey, a member of Kentucky 
Church. The committee report stated: 

"But, while we rejoice at these indications 
of prosperity, we are sorry to hear reports in cir- 
culation, that some of the churches and minis- 
ters of this Association have engaged in com- 
muning with Protestants and sinners at the 
Lord's Supper. 

"We would, therefore, recommend, that 
the Association investigate these reports, as un- 
restricted communion is contrary to the consti- 
tution and former practice of the churches com- 
posing this Association." 


Early pastors include: John Y. Lindsey, 
1845-1865; Frank Moore, 1865-1869; J. C. Hen- 
derson, 1869-1874; I. N. Dunnahoo; Aaron Bolt; 
C. C. Warnock; Hudson; Ledbetter; C. B. Hender- 
son; John Avery; S. F. Funk; John Moore; Mar- 
ion Dean; John Lawhorn; O. C. Robinson, 1909; C. 
P. McCorkle; Elard; J. C. Hughes; John Willis; 
Pete Gates; J. E.. Cobb,“ 1930-31." Wi. D.4 Mont= 
gomery, 1932; J. C. Ratliff, 1933; C. C. Bishop, 
1934; T. E. Gateley, 1936; Fred Harvill, 1937-38; 
Clarence Floyd, 1939, 44-46; Gaylon Nethercutt, 
1940-41; O. C. Robinson, 1942-43; A.J. Avery, 
1947; Eugene Garner, 1948-1950; Charles Helmes, 
1950-56; Chevis Gibson, 1957-59; Sammy 
Maxwell, 1959-60; Bill Patton, 1960-64, Mark 
Walsh, 1964; and Jimmy Johnson, 1965. 

Devastation struck the community in 
November of 1921 when a tornado caused wide- 


spread damage, including the complete destruc- 
tion of the church building. In May of 1924 a new 
building, which presently houses the church, was 
dedicated. Sunday School rooms were added to 
the auditorium in 1947, and another addition 
was built in the 1950's. In 1961 a three bedroom 
brick parsonage was built. 


Spring Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
Benton 
For the history of Spring Creek MBC, 
please refer to the Saline Association. 


Mt. View Missionary Baptist Church 
Benton 
For the history of the Mt. View MBC, 
please refer to the Saline Association. 


North Fork Missionary Baptist Church 


Paron 
According to Goodspeed's History, the 
North Fork Church was organized in 1837 by Eld. 
Samuel Henderson, the first pastor of Spring 
Creek Church and the first Moderator of the 
Saline Association. He was also pastoring Union 
Church at the same time. 


The Minutes of the Saline Association in 
1843, 1848, 1852, and 1853 make no reference to 
North Fork Church. The first reference is in the 
1854 Minute: "Appointed Ministers and Deacons' 
Meetings, to wit: 

First District to be held with North Fork 
Church, Saline Co., to meet on Friday before the 
second Lord's day in Sept., 1855." 

However, North Fork was not shown in 
the 1854 Table of Statistics. Spring Creek, Salem, 
and Union Churches are listed. Salem was repre- 
sented by G. James, Joel Brooks, and William 
Chinault; Union was represented by Pastor 


Central Association 435 


Aaron Bolt, S. Chinault, and J. S. Hutchinson. (It 
should be noted that John C. Henderson married 
Miss Elizabeth Chinault) 

North Fork Church is first listed in the 
Saline Assoc. in 1855 and actually entertained 
the Association in 1856. John Y. Lindsey was 
Moderator. 

Around 1880 the North Fork congregation 
moved from its location just south of North Fork 
Creek and east of Hwy. 9, on the north edge of 
Paron, to its present location at 12th Street at 
Hwy. 9 in Paron. 

According to Goodspeed's History, the 
membership of Hall Flat Baptist Church, located 
about three miles south of Paron, joined with the 
membership of North Fork in building the pre- 
sent building. One acre of land was donated to the 
church by A. B. and Margaret C. Holland. The 
deed was recorded April 23, 1892. 

In 1951 the descendants of the families 
who had built the original church/lodge building 
began discussing rebuilding it. A building and fi- 
nance committee were appointed. The building 
was completely reworked at a cost of about 
$3,900. In 1955 four Sunday School rooms were 
added, and four more rooms were added in 1971. 
In 1986 the auditorium was remodeled at a cost of 
$6,505. 

The Association met at North Fork again 
in 1894. The messengers were M. A. Fowler, A. B. 
Holland and J. H. Dryden. The pastor was C. B. 
Henderson and the Clerk was J. A. Able. The 
church lettered out 28 to leave a membership of 
86. 

In 1922 the pastor Fred G. Taylor, who 
also preached at this session, read the church let- 
ters, and was elected to preach the Introductory 
Sermon for the 1923 meeting. The Sunday school 
supt. was M. A. Fowler and the secretary was Lil- 
burn Carlisle. The church reported 78 members. 
W. C. Carlisle was clerk. 

In 1932 North Fork Church was received 
into the Pine Bluff Association by petitionary 
letter. However, in 1947 through 1954 the church 
participated in the Central Association (SBC). In 
1955 North Fork elected messengers to the Amer- 
ican Baptist Association and the Saline Associa- 
tion. 

On March 17, 1968, the church voted to 
accept the Articles of Agreement and join the 
newly formed Central Association of Missionary 
Baptist Churches. 


Mt. Harmony Missionary Baptist Church, 
Benton 

Mt. Harmony MBC was established in 
1875. Ten Mile was the sponsoring church. Mt. 
Harmony was received into the Saline Associa- 
tion in 1877. Eld. C. F. Moore was pastor, D. R. 
Parker was clerk, and R. B. Roseman was the 
third messenger. In 1885 a letter of dismission 
was granted Mt. Harmony to join the Pine Bluff 
Association. 


Mt. Harmony was received into the Pine 
Bluff Association in 1885. The Association met 
with the church in 1902. On Oct. 2, 1974, Mt. 
Harmony voted to join the Central Association. 

Other early pastors included Elders W. M. 
Tucker, I. W. Donohoo, S. P. Davis, S. F. Funk, W. 
V. Walls, S. S. Sims, W. B. McCool, Joshua Hal- 
bert, J. M. Clem, J. T. Kelly, J. C. Vaughn, and C. 
C. Warnock. 

The property was donated by John Cates 
for a church and school building. There is no 
record as to date the original church building was 
erected. 

In 1917 a new building was constructed on 
the site where the original building stood. Sun- 
day School rooms were constructed in 1941. 

In November, 1959 ground was broken for 
the existing church buildings. In 1947 a parson- 
age was constructed on the same location as the 
original school building. Additions were made to 
the parsonage in 1958 and 1962. 

On June 8, 1952, Mt. Harmony endorsed 
Bro. Eldwyn Rogers as a missionary, and on July 
19, 1964 the church endorsed Bro. E. F. Tatum as 
a missionary. 


First Baptist Church 


Bryant 

Bryant Baptist Church was organized out 
of New Hope MBC in 1884. New Hope Church was 
located on Hwy. 5, north of Bryant. Eld. William 
Tucker was pastoring three churches-Harmony, 
New Friendship and New Hope-and also doing 
missionary work for the Pine Bluff Association. 
Evidently Bro. Tucker was instrumental in the 
organization, and also served as the first pastor. 
Some members came from the China Grove 
Church (see the history on Vimy Ridge MBC for 
more information), located SE of Bryant, and 
some members came from the New Hope Church. 

First Baptist Church petitioned the Pine 
Bluff Association in 1885. 

It is not known just where the congrega- 
tion originally met. Original trustees were W. T. 
Baldridge, J. Y. Mashburn, and M. C. Shepherd. J. 
Y. Mashburn was a prominent farmer and mer- 
chant in Saline Co. J. W. Doddins, the first 
church clerk, came from North Carolina. M. C. 
Shepherd built and operated a store near the rail- 
road. 

The old church building was situated west 
of the present church property, where the public 
school is located. The building was blown from 
the foundation during a storm, and was re-lo- 
cated just north of the present location. 2.5 acres 
of land were sold to the school district. 

During its early history the church had 
preaching services once a month. Around 1924 
the Sullivan family moved to Bryant and joined 
the church. B. H. Sullivan was well educated, in- 
cluding a good knowledge of Bible doctrine. He 
taught Bible and Sunday School classes, and 
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some of the older members of the church were 
greatly influenced by his teaching. He was well 
grounded in Missionary Baptist doctrine and 
carefully "guarded the faith," speaking out 
against anything he considered to be error creep- 
ing into the church. He served as a deacon, and 
also as moderator when the church was without a 
pastor. . 

In 1958 the church purchased a building 
near Bauxite, tore the building down and used the 
materials to construct a new building for the 
church. Ground was broken in 1959 and services 
were held in the building in the summer of 1960. 
Additional Sunday School rooms were built in 
1968. The sanctuary was re-modeled in 1971, and 
additional educational space was constructed. 
Later the buildings were bricked. 

In May of 1961 the church voted to spon- 
sor Bro. John White as missionary to Florence, 
AL, and continued sponsorship of Bro. White for 
mission work in Australia. The church voted to 
sponsor Bro. Travis Judkins for mission work in 
Pueblo, CO. This mission was organized into 
Highland Park Baptist Church in June, 1992. 


Sharon Missionary Baptist Church 
Benton 

Sharon Missionary Baptist Church was 
organized in 1889. The charter members were 
Clebrine Brooks, Mrs. Susan Glidewell, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. B. Iny, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Mangum, 
Granville McPherson, A. C. Pedon, J. R. Raney, 
and Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Ritchey. 

The land which the church still occupies 
was given in January 1870 by Catherine Brooks, 
Martha Collins, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mangum, and 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Mangum, for church, school, 
or any other public use as the community should 
see fit. Trustees receiving the land were John 
Chase, J. B. Hamilton, and M. Petty. 

The first building erected on this land was 
in 1875, a two-story structure used as the 
Farmer's Union Hall. By 1882 it was also being 
used as the Union Church. In 1889 it reorganized 
as a Missionary Baptist Church, but it wasn't un- 
til 1925 that the church voted to join the Ameri- 
can Baptist Association. 

Bro. E. M. Milum was the first Pastor, 
from 1889 through 1905. During the next twenty- 
one years there wasn't a regular pastor. The Lord 
provided five dedicated interim pastors: Sidney 
Funk, Jesse M. Bryan, John Avery and J. W. 
Willis. 

Early in this century the original building 
was destroyed by fire. In 1910 a small one-room 
house was built. In 1928 the small building, and 
also the church records, were burned. 

For several years services were held under 
a brush arbor. In 1927 Eld. Fred Harville was 
called as full time pastor, the members signed 
their names in a new church book, and dedicated 
themselves to build again. Those serving as the 


building committee were: Ed Mangum, Charlie 
McNeil, Charlie Peeler and Bro. Harrville. 

The money was successfully raised by do- 
nations, and the building was dedicated in 1932, 
with Bro. C. N. Glover preaching the dedication 
sermon. 

From 1932 through 1937 Sharon Church 
experienced continued growth under the leader- 
ship of pastors Harville, Lunsford, King and R. A. 
Roberson. Three women have been remembered 
for their faithfulness and dedication during these 
difficult years. They were Sisters Ida Covert, 
Sena McNeil, and Matt Willis. 

Since 1981 under the leadership of the 
present pastor, Bro. Glen Tropp, the church has 
experienced growth which has necessitated two 
major building programs. 


Vimy Ridge Missionary Baptist Church 
Alexander 

The early history of Baptists in the vicin- 
ity of Vimy Ridge Community, SE of Alexander, 
began with the organization of the Fairview 
MBC, near the McPherson Cemetery, in eastern 
Saline Co. about 1855. 

Soon after the Civil War, Fairview Church 
relocated and eventually moved to the present 
site SE of Sardis about 1872. Also in 1872, James 
Adams, a Civil War veteran and Baptist preacher, 
migrated from Alabama and settled in this com- 
munity. Within a short while he and members of 
his family organized Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church at the "Blunt School House" on Sardis 
Road. This church continued to meet until about 
1890. Among its early members were the Cullins 
and Abercrombies. 

The next Baptist Church to serve the area 
was the China Grove Church, organized in 1882, 
located at the site of the old China Grove Ceme- 
tery, west of Vimy Ridge. Bro. Adams was its first 
pastor. Among its charter members was James Y. 
Mashburn, whose family was associated with 
both Fairview and Pleasant Grove churches. A 
few years later the Cullins and Abercrombie fam- 
ilies became members. It continued to be an ac- 
tive rural church until about 1915. 

On August 31, 1895, China Grove Church 
"lettered out" eight members for the purpose of 
forming a new Baptist Church at "Butler's School 
House." This schoolhouse was located about one- 
half mile SE of the corner of Germania and Vimy 
Ridge Roads. George Cullins and his family led in 
the organization. The new church was named Ot- 
ter Creek MBC after the township. Bro. Adams 
was also its first pastor, followed by Henry Don- 
ham. The church sent messengers to the Pine 
Bluff Association in 1895. 

In 1899 railroad was built through the 
community. A town site was laid out with stores 
and a school. A post office was established for the 
new community on June 9, 1900, James L. 
Adams, postmaster. The new settlement was 
named Germania in honor of the many Germans 
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who had settled in Otter township since the 
1880's. At about the same time, the Cullins fam- 
ily moved to Little Rock, and the old Otter Creek 
Church became inactive. 

in the summer of 1908 a brush arbor 
meeting was held at Vimy Ridge and the Germa- 
nia MBC was organized Included in it were many 
members of the old Otter Creek Church. In 1909 
U. R. and Mattie Spann deeded the new church a 
one-fourth acre lot at the corner of Vimy Ridge 
and Germania Roads. A building was soon erected 
on the site. Robert M. Best was the first pastor. He 
was followed by William Tucker, John W. Avery, 
J. W. Logan, George W. Wilkinson, and J. L. 
Brown. Early families active in the church were 
the Sosebees, Williams, Imbeaus, Sanders, 
Spanns, Hollingsworths, Butlers, Nelms, 
Arnolds, Reeds, Adams, Manns, Polks, Kumpes, 
Winklers, and Holimans. 

During World War I, the name of the post 
office was changed to Vimy Ridge in honor of an 
Allied victory in France. The church also became 
Vimy Ridge MB Church. 

By 1938 the church had outgrown its old 
building and a new meeting house was built on 
the original plot during the next year. The church 
continued to meet at this location until 1967, 
when the present buildings were erected on Vimy 
Ridge Road, about 1 mile north of the original lo- 
cation. 


Cross Roads Missionary Baptist Church 
Benton 

Cross Roads MBC organized October 22, 
1933, under the sponsorship of Fairplay and 
Cedar Grove Churches. There were eighteen char- 
ter members: Vira Smith, Fred Smith, Wilma 
Smith, Altha Johnson, Hazel Stanley, Bessie 
Wright, Fannie Smith, Coyt Smith, Alice Smith, 
S. J. Smith, Ruby Dugan, Joe Stanley, Sallie Ew- 
ing, J. H. Henson, Vida Smith, Mrs. M. C. Henson, 
and Con Smith. 

Bro. Fred Harvell was the first pastor and 
Sallie Ewing the first clerk. 

The original building was owned by the 
Harmony Grove School District and the Masonic 
Lodge. The Masons donated their part of the 
building and after Twenty-One School consoli- 
dated with Harmony Grove, the school sold the 
building to the church for a small fee. 

At various times repairs were made to the 
original building. In 1952 Sunday School rooms 
were added. In April, 1961 the church voted to 
build a parsonage. Although the church made 
plans to construct a new building as far back as 
1955, plans for a new building were approved on 
July 5, 1967, and the building was dedicated May 
5, 1968. An additional acre was purchased in 
1978, and a fellowship hall was built. In 1991 an 
addition was made to the auditorium, which in- 
cluded moving the baptistery and other re-model- 
ing. 


From 1950 until October, 1953 Cross 
Roads fellowshiped with the North American 
Baptist Association. In 1951 the pastor, Bro. 
Fred Harvill, volunteered to preach the second 
and fourth Sundays with the offering donated to 
Central Baptist College. In August of 1952, the 
church voted to resume half-time preaching. By 
1954 the church was again full-time. 


Avilla Missionary Baptist Church 
Alexander 

The Avilla MBC was organized June 13, 
1958. The organization was sponsored by West- 
wood MBC, Bro. Bill Barnes, pastor. 

Charter members were: Bill Barnes, Peggy 
Barnes, Johnnie Oldner, Bill Cox, Earlene Cox, 
Betty Lou Grimmett, Betty Barnes, Irene Harri- 
son, Juanita Oldner, Pauline Cox, and Ernest 
Grimmett. 

Bro. Barnes and Bro. Oldner bought land 
for the church building from John Sheppard. 
Construction began last in 1958 and was com- 
pleted in early 1959. 


New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, 
Benton 

Church services were held in the Peeler 
Bend Community as early as 1885 in a building 
that was also used as a school for grades one 
through eight. 

During the 1920's services were held in the 
community by First Baptist in Benton. 

Bro. L. D. Campbell began holding ser- 
vices in the community in September, 1957. The 
church was organized in 1958, with Spring Creek 
as sponsoring Church. 

The nine charter members were: Bro. L. D. 
Campbell, Sis. Eunie Campbell, Bro. Danny 
Campbell, Sis. Mary Campbell, Sis. Mary Griffin, 
Sis. Marie Alberson, Bro. Marvin Thornberry, 
and two others. 

The building burned and was built back 
sometime around 1960. During the time of re- 
building, services were held in the home of Bill 
and Marie Alberson. 

Bro. Campbell left the church October 25, 
1967. 


Wright's Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church, Benton 

Wright's Chapel MBC was organized Feb. 
7, 1960, with 36 charter members. 

New Friendship, Bro. Gilbert Heflin, pas- 
tor, was the sponsoring church. The charter 
members were: Carl Norma Baker, Robert and 
Sue Wheeler, Lenny Bell Kerkendall, Jackie and 
Maxine Russell, W. A. Kyle and Margie Kyle, Arlis 
and Denny Wheeler, Donny and Larry Kyle, Wal- 
ter Norwood, Buford and Dorothy Boggs, E. Brad- 
ford and Eleowese, Jimmy and Franky Bradford, 
and Homer Pearice. 
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Mr. Glenn Wright donated the land to the 
church. The church constructed a 36 ft. 9 inches 
by 7O?ft: 9 inches building*on* thesland? The 
church reports a present membership of 130. 

Pastors of the church included Brethren 
W.A. Kyle, Harry Vineyard, Grady Kitchens, 
Jessie Hines, Dale Brown, Johnny Oldner, W.T. 
Smith, Jerry Harper, Marion Grubbs, and Daniel 
L. Dodson. 


Tyndall Park Missionary Baptist Church 
Benton 
Tyndall Park MBC began on June 24, 1962 
as a mission from Holland Chapel MBC. Bro. 
Ebern Duncan was the missionary. The mission 
met in the old Reed Building at 807 So. Market 
Street. 


The mission was organized into a church 
on Sep. 16, 1962. There were fifty-six charter 
members. Bro. Dale Dawson was elected as 
church clerk, Bro. W. L. Davis was elected as 
Treasurer, and Bro. Ebern Duncan was called as 
the first pastor. 

Other pastors have included Horace How- 
ell, Cecil Rickett, Earl White, Bill Patton, Landol 
Swinney, Leslie Ray, Cecil Hyde, Clyde Edds, 
Leroy Polk and Joe Bob Smith. 

Rock Island Gravel Co. donated one acre 
of land located at Hoover and Cox Streets for a 
church location. The present building was begun 
early in 1963, and the first services were held on 
May 12, 1963. In July, 1964 a parsonage was built 
behind the church building. In Sep., 1965 an edu- 
cational building was added. 


IV. State Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of Arkansas 


A "Battle Between Giants", 


The Paragould Convention of 1901! 
by Russell P. Baker 


"The Nineteenth Century was a time of 
tremendous growth and bitter contention for the 
Baptists of America. As has been stated before, 
most of the conflicts of these years centered 
around the issue of whether the local churches 
would control the conventions which had sprung 
up early in the century, or be controlled by them. 
The most famous battles were fought between 
pro-Landmark and pro-convention elements 
within the Baptist fellowship. During the 1890's 
the Baptists of Arkansas found themselves in the 
forefront of one such south-wide confrontation, 


this time over the questions of Gospel Missions? 


and the doctrines of Dr. William Whitsitt.3 Since 
both of these issues have been placed before our 
people in the past, I would just remind you that 
the Gospel Mission revolt, led by a number of 
foreign missionaries in China, broke the hold of 
the Southern Baptist Convention's board system 
on the foreign mission field. "Churches to the 
Front!" was their battle cry. Dr. Whitsitt's so- 
called scholarship in matters of Baptist history 
disillusioned vast numbers of Baptists who had 
put their faith in the convention's educational 
system. Because of these developments, most 
Landmark Baptists in Arkansas, with their age- 
old stress upon the church, began to reevaluate 
the workings of a system that had placed so much 
emphasis upon having all denominational activ- 
ities done through sovereign boards and commis- 
sions. 

A major leader during this time of re-ex- 
amination was Dr. William A. Clark, who had 


become editor of the Arkansas Baptist in 1890.4 
When he first began to preach in Arkansas in 
1876, the Baptist State Convention, which had 
been organized in 1848, "was very much such a 


body as (our) state association now is."° For 
many years it had been dominated by the state's 
numerous Landmark Baptists. However, begin- 


ning as early as 1882,© this dominance began to 
fade as new forces, seeking a way whereby they 
could "systematize the work" and make the 
churches more "regular" in their giving, gained 
control of the convention and began the develop- 
ment of a plan, later called "The Plan,"’ to regu- 
late those matters by appointing a superinten- 
dent of missions whose duties included the gen- 
eral oversight of all mission work in the state. 
After all, as was later said, the churches' "spo- 
radic and spasmodic" attention to mission mat- 
ters had been a source of "much embarrassment 


to all of our work."® This was a part of the general 
conventionalization of Baptists all across 


the nation at this time. Soon after becoming edi- 
tor of the Baptist, Dr. Clark raised his voice 
against this trend,9 though he had been question- 
ing it from the beginning. 10 His stand soon made 
him the spokesman for those opposed to "The 
Plan" in the state. 

"At about the same time, the Baptists of 
Texas underwent a division over the question of 
convention "sovereignty", a doctrine which 
sought to place more and more of the work of the 
local churches in the hands of the Texas State 
Convention and its boards. As a result, the 
Landmark Baptists in that state formed a sepa- 
rate state organization in 1899 and called it the 
Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. It was 
based upon "church equality” principles. ! 1 One 
of the main protagonists on the convention side 
was their Corresponding Secretary for Missions, 
James B. Gambrell, who hoped to export this 
convention sovereignty idea to Arkansas and 
other states." 


Confrontation at Hope in 1900 

"All of these issues came to a head at the 
Arkansas State Baptist Convention at Hope in 
1900 when that body approved a report from its 
Executive Board for "broader and more perma- 
nent plans" with regard to the continued em- 
ployment of a Corresponding Secretary to super- 
vise the state's mission work. The board had 
hired Rev. Author J. Barton, a Jonesboro native, 
who had "spared no plans to systematize the 
work as thoroughly as possible," so that the state 
could catch up in the "enlargement" of its conven- 
tion work. However, through the influence of Dr. 
Clark and others, the "plans" of the Board were 
faced with some strong opposition and were 
adopted only after many hours of debate. 12 

"At this point, for the sake of peace and 
harmony. Bro. Clark came forward and made his 
famous pledge to give this "new system", which 
had just been adopted by the convention, as 
"thorough" a trial as possible consistent with his 
beliefs. He announced that he would not attack 
this plan in his paper capriciously. 13 However, 
as he later learned, his enemies began, as he said, 
"plotting my discomfiture before they left Hope, 
and not a week passed from that date ... but that 
fresh evidence transpired showing that I alone 


was faithful in keeping peace in our Zion." 14 
"This course was undertaken by the pro- 
plan forces because, as one of their number ad- 
mitted, "some months before the meeting ... at 
Hope, Dr. Clark, (along with) (Ben M.) Bogard, (J. 
H.) Milburn and (J. G.) Doyle and a few others be- 
gan sowing seeds of discord ... it is very evident 
that (they) believed they would be able to domi- 
nate and control ... the state convention ... (but) 
they were sadly mistaken." It was this defeat, he 
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continued, that caused Clark to "run before the 
convention with tears in his eyes, and ... confess 
his error and unfaithfulness ... and ask (for) par- 
don."15 

"Disregarding those who questioned his 
motives, Clark set about in all sincerity to fulfill 
his vow to give The Plan a fair trial despite in- 
creasingly bitter personal attacks upon him!6 


and meddling on the part of Gambrell.!” He re- 
frained from direct comments on the subject un- 


til the end of May of 1901.18 At that time his 
hand was visibly strengthened when Ben. M. 
Bogard, the new Landmark pastor at Searcy, be- 
came his partner and the co-editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist. 19 Bogard wrote that he was 
willing at that time to work with the conven- 
tion's plan only as far as it was "consistent with 
Bible principles." At this point, Clark announced 
that from now on the paper would be open to all 
points of view on this vital issue,29 a practice he 
continued until the meeting at Paragould. 

"Now the battle began in earnest over just 
who would control the convention. No quarter 
was asked or given.21 The key issue was defined 
by Bro. J. E. Cox of Franklin County who cor- 
rectly saw it as a struggle between the predomi- 
nantly pro-Landmark country churches and the 
predominantly pro-convention city churches. 
His was the first proposal of what became the ma- 
jor anti-plan strategy. Since the rural churches 
were so much more numerous than the urban 
churches, he suggested that each Landmark 
church and association should instruct its mes- 
sengers to the next convention to vote to oust the 
Corresponding Secretary, abolish his office and 


return the convention to its former ways.22 

"Pro-plan forces counter attacked with a 
series of printed and personal attacks upon Dr. 
Clark. He responded by issuing a call to arms for 
a campaign against, as he said, "evil in high 
places."23 Barton, the Corresponding Secretary, 
mailed from his office a number of circulars de- 
crying the "unholy" war being waged upon him by 
"4 or 5" men. His supporters arranged to have free 
copies of the pro-convention Texas Baptist 
Standard mailed to Arkansans. They also 
planted several rumors questioning Dr. Clark's 
motives.24 

"By the time of the fall meetings of 
Arkansas' local associations, most minds had 
been made up. Churches and associations all 
across the state passed the requested resolutions 
instructing their messengers to vote to abolish 
"The Plan".25 Because of this, Clark was confi- 
dent of victory, because the common, rural people 
were behind him.2© "Our contention," he wrote, 
"is against the office of Corresponding Secretary 
and the whole system of furnishing salaried posi- 
tions for a middle man in our ... mission work ... 
we believe (this upcoming session) will dispense 


with (this office) and return us to the old plan 
that worked as well for years."27 

"However, the convention forces had one 
last surprise left up their sleeves. In an effort to 
counter the effect of all of those "instructed" mes- 
sengers from Landmark churches who would 
soon be arriving at the Paragould convention, "a 
brother" discovered an "error" in the conven- 
tion's constitution concerning the number of 
messengers each church was entitled to. He 
brought this "error" to the attention of former 
Governor James P. Eagle, who was the conven- 
tion president. On November 5, 1901, just a few 
days before the session was to begin, Eagle placed 
this matter before the Executive Board of which 
he was a member, and which was controlled by 
pro-plan forces. This issue of the number of mes- 
sengers is complex, but boils down to this: before 
1894 each church, regardless of size, was entitled 
to three representatives to the convention. In 
that year the convention changed its constitution 
so that the number of messengers from each 
church was reduced from three to two, plus one 


more for each 50 members over 100.28 Despite 
this move, no change was put into effect at future 
conventions and indeed the amendment had not 
even been printed in subsequent copies of the 
minutes. Thus, the traditional practice of letting 
each church have equal representation had con- 


tinued until this time.29 Governor Eagle an- 
nounced that he intended to organize the upcom- 
ing convention under this "new rule". He had a 
small article prepared for Dr. Clark's paper 
which was published just a few days before the 
meeting.39 Under this ruling all smaller rural 
churches would be denied one messenger each 
while at the same time some of the larger city 
churches would have an increase to as many as 
nine messengers each.3! Within a short time, the 
churches who stood to gain, and most were pro- 
plan churches, were all notified by private letter 
from Secretary Barton's office.32 What a fortu- 
itous revelation just when the "country churches" 
were about to vote you out of office.33 

"At last the day arrived. It was November 
15, 1901. The meeting place was the new audito- 
rium of the Baptist church at Paragould in Greene 
County. A tremendous crowd had arrived by rail- 
road carloads from all across Arkansas.34 
Messengers from 158 churches and 40 associa- 
tions assembled for this "battle between the gi- 
ants". On one hand were the pro-plan forces who 
controlled the convention's offices, boards, and 
committees. Opposing them were Landmark 
Baptists armed only with their love for New 
Testament truth. 

"A great deal could be written about this 
meeting, its nature, the words that were spoken 
in long debates, the truth and error exposed, but 
this report will limit itself to a brief summary of 
the proceedings. From the very beginning it was 
evident that the pro-convention forces had come 
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with a carefully mapped out battle plan. Though 
they were often in the minority on the issues, 
their control of the machinery of the meeting, the 
officers, the agenda, the content of the reports al- 
lowed them a great deal of say so. A carefully 
thought out list of speakers had been lined up in 
advance to support their cause. 

"The session, which lasted from Friday 
morning until Tuesday afternoon, can best be 
likened to a "hot" political campaign, full of the 
"plans and schemes usually resorted to by all 
politicians". "Our college-bred brethren claimed 
all of the wisdom," commented one Landmarker, 
and tried very successfully to manage and domi- 


nate the entire proceedings.39 A number of visi- 
tors were present including Gambrell, "the clown" 
from Texas, who kept making "billy goat jokes" 
and the great Landmark leader from Kentucky, J. 
N. Hall.36 

"The forces of "centralization" won the 
first round by upholding the "new rule" on repre- 
sentation. However, there was so much discord 
over the matter that later in the session all mes- 
sengers were seated. The major power struggle 
came over the report on State Missions, which 
had been prepared in advance by the Plan forces 
and recommended keeping and strengthening the 
present system developed by Secretary Barton. A 
minority report which called for the abolishing 
of the present plan and for a return to Landmark 
principles was introduced by Eld. J. P. Copeland 
of Pike County. The debate lasted from mid-day 
Saturday until Monday afternoon. Dr. J. B. 
Moody, the convention's principle defender, 
spoke for over two hours. He was followed by Ben 
M. Bogard who spoke against The Plan at great 
length. On Monday afternoon, when it became 
apparent that the Landmark position was 
steadily gaining ground, Governor Eagle offered a 
last minute "compromise" which would "abolish" 
the office of Corresponding Secretary by chang- 
ing its name to Mission Secretary, while making 
no other changes in the work done by Barton. An 
immediate vote was called for on this substitute 
motion. The results were 151 votes for the Plan 
and 148 votes against it. The Landmark bid to 
take over the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
had been defeated. At this point many messen- 
gers took off their badges and went home. Later 
that night by a vote of 37 to 36 the convention 
passed a strong resolution of censure against Dr. 
Clark.37 "It now looks like the Baptists will be ... 
organized to death," observed one brother from 
Rogers.38 

"Following this meeting, Bogard com- 
mented that the 'state convention will never be 
large again ... hundreds of churches and many as- 
sociations are certain to withdraw.'39 It was not 
long before Dr. Bogard's predictions came true. 
Those churches who voted to end all fellowship 
with the convention joined with, as one conven- 
tion supporter stated, "hundreds of (other) 


churches in Arkansas, which ... are not doing any 
missionary work (with the convention), at all, 
and have not been (doing so) in the past, and who 
have never cooperated with (the) work fostered by 


the ... State Convention."49 They heeded the call 
of such men as M. A. Pillars of Alma, who said, 
‘let us meet somewhere and arrange a plan (of our 
own) to work without having to pay toll to an 


archbishop.'4! This was done in Little Rock on 
April 10, 1902 at Antioch Church when the State 
Association of Missionary Baptist Churches was 
organized on a truly church equality basis."42 
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"When I came to Arkansas (in 1899), 
"wrote Dr. Ben M. Bogard, "I found (a) fight on be- 
tween the elements in the (state) convention. The 
brethren who stood for the old (Landmark) way 
were seeking to reform the convention and the 
conventionizing leaven was steadily working 
against it ... | too had hope of reforming the con- 
vention ... but at Paragould, when all the politics 
ever used by unscrupulous politicians were used 
to defeat the right, I decided that the effort to re- 
form (it) was useless.'"44 

"Last year in our annual report, we pre- 
sented an account of the monumental struggle 
that had taken place when the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention met at Paragould in November 
of 1901. This meeting saw the climax of a long 
conflict between the supporters of the two oppos- 
ing theological positions; convention sovereign- 
ty versus church sovereignty. The first position 
was championed by a highly organized and vocal 
minority, who through some very questionable 
maneuvers, gained control of the convention by a 
margin of three votes. They were opposed by a 
large group, at that time a substantial majority of 
the Baptists of Arkansas, who, like Dr. W. A. 
Clark, editor of the Arkansas Baptist, were strug- 


gling to reset the old landmarks.4° 

"Immediately following the Paragould 
meeting, Dr. Bogard predicted that the state con- 
vention would never be the same again. "Some 
think their independence abridged by the con- 
vention," he wrote. "Hundreds of churches and 
many associations are certain to withdraw." Up 
until that time, both he and Dr. Clark had cau- 
tioned against such a move, but in light of these 
events people were almost certain not to follow 
their advice.4© The Landmark community in the 
state was stirred to its very depths by, as one good 
brother wrote, "the poison that was spewed upon 
us at Paragould."47 

"There seemed to be but two options open 
to the supporters of church sovereignty. On the 
one hand they could, as several urged, gather 
more forces, renew the attack at the next state 
convention, and attempt to wrest control from 
the liberals.48 On the other hand, they could 
come out from among them and organize a sepa- 
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rate body. Support for the latter alternative was 
soon in coming. Bro. James M. Copeland of Pike 
County, one of the defenders of the Landmark 
cause at Paragould, called upon his brethren to 
abandon the false leaders and false principles of 
conventionism and stand for the rights of the 
churches. He expressed his willingness to do so 
himself in no uncertain terms, even if he had to 
stand alone.*9 There followed a number of arti- 
cles in Dr. Clark's paper, calling the idea of con- 
ventions themselves into question. One writer 
pleaded for the breakup of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the establishment of indepen- 
dent state-wide associations in each of the 
southern states.90 

"Late in December, Bro. John S. Thomas, 
the noted railroad evangelist, stated that the 
question could be settled by the churches them- 
selves "before spring", if each local congregation 
would express itself on the matter.°! Anti-con- 
vention resolutions crowded each other in issue 
after issue of the Arkansas Baptist, each church 
pledging to withhold its "moral and financial 
support" from the state convention until that 
body made "concessions" and much needed re- 
forms.°2 Local associations also got into the act. 
The Pine Bluff Association, located in Grant and 
surrounding counties, passed a resolution urging 
the organization of a state wide "General Mis- 
sionary Association."93 A general association is 
one that covers a large or general area; one in 
which each member church is equally repre- 
sented regardless of its size or wealth; and one 
that exercises executive control over none of its 
member churches. 

"In the meantime, leaders such as Dr. Bog- 
ard and Bro. William T. Box of Morrilton®4 were 
formulating the theological basis for the forma- 
tion of just such an organization. "If the churches 
are to furnish the men and the means to run (a) 
convention," Bro. Box wrote, "surely they ought to 
have the right to control it."°5 It was just this 
question of control that had lately divided the 


Baptists of Texas."96 


Preliminary Meeting 

"In February of 1902, the Second Baptist 
Church of Fort Smith, through its pastor, Bro. 
Lofton Quinn,°” issued a preliminary call for a 
meeting to be held on March 26 to consider orga- 
nizing a new association so that "all cooperative 
work might be controlled by the churches."98 
However, since this date left little time for plan- 
ning, another call was made by the Antioch 
Church in Little Rock for all those in sympathy 
with the Landmark position to meet with them 
on Thursday, April 10, 1902. The meeting was to 
be for consultation about the steps needed to "en- 
able those of like mind to successfully labor 
along scriptural lines for the spread of the Gospel 
and the salvation of men."°9 


The minute reads, "In compliance with a 
resolution passed by Antioch Baptist church, 
calling for a meeting, to be composed of messen- 
gers from churches which are in harmony with 
said church on the State Mission question, a 
number of brethren met at Antioch..." 

Messengers from twenty churches and one 
association met on the appointed day. These in- 
cluded: 

Antioch, (Pine Bluff Assoc.), Elds. S. P. 
Davis, G. W. McCarty 

Hickory Grove, (White River Valley As- 
soc), Eld. J. L. Brown, J. H. Strider 

Rehobeth (Clear Creek), J. E. Cox 

Pleasant Grove, Eld. M. A. Pillars 

Fair Play, Eld. M. L. Hargroves 

Searcy, Eld. Ben M. Bogard 

Second Church, Ft. Smith, Eld. Loftin 
Quinn, H. C. Dyer 

Forrest City, Eld. W. H. Pasley, J. A. 
Smith, J. B. Sanders 

Orion, G. I. Wolf, J. H. Sullivan 

Walnut Ridge, R. R. Moore 

Big Creek, W.C.C. Dorrough, G. P. Shep- 
pard, R. R. Adams 

Mt. Bethel, J. V. Browning 

Judsonia, Elds. R. A. Mahan, J. S. Thomas 

Harmony, Eld. Joshua Holbert 

Liberty, W. A. Davenport, E. Holliman, E. 
T. Holliman 

Mt. Olive, Eld. William Tucker 

Bethel No. 1, Eld. E. T. Appling 

Union No. 1 (Fifth Sunday meeting), W. R. 
Story, J. H. Brockman 

Cedar Creek, Eld. W. A. Clark 

Sulphur Creek, Bros. Denton, Reason and 
Futrell 

Malvern, Eld. J. H. Howard, Eld. J. M. 
Clem 


Twenty-six other churches and three as- 
sociations sent letters of support and agreement. 
These included the following Associations: 

Bartholomew, Florence 

Buckville, Cedar Glades 

Caroline, Cross Roads 

Clear Creek, Rehobeth 

Concord, Second Church, Ft. Smith 

Dardanelle, Antioch, Cedar Creek 

Friendship, Bethel No. 1 

Greenbrier, Cash Springs 

Howard County, County Line 

Little Red River, Mt. Pisgah 

Mt. Vernon, Colt 

Pine Bluff, Antioch, Corinth, East Union, 
Landmark, Liberty, Mars Hill, Sardis, Shady 
Grove, Shiloh, Union Hill 

Red River, Second District Fifth Sunday 
meeting 

Rocky Bayou, Melbourne 

Saline, Sulphur Hill; District meeting, 
Fourth District 
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Union No. 1, Fifth Sunday meeting, Mt. 
Pleasant 

More would have come, according to Dr. 
Clark, "but for the shortness of time and the busy 


season."©9 Those who gathered there that day at 
Antioch Church and who voted unanimously to 
organize a general association in Arkansas were 
giants among our people. A few of those attending 
were: W. A. Clark, Ben M. Bogard, J. L. Brown, J. 
G. Doyle, Lofton Quinn, Joshua Halbert, and 
William Tucker.© 1! 

They adopted a "Statement of Principles" 
that still provides the basis by which our 
churches work together today. Article III states, 
"The General Association, being nothing more 
than a company of equally independent Baptist 
Churches, associating together for mutual edifi- 
cation and counsel, shall have no ecclesiastical 
authority,...." 

Eld. William H. Pasley from Forrest City 
was elected moderator and Eld. J. A. Smith was 


chosen secretary.92 Bro. W. C. Dorough, a lawyer 


from Sheridan, was elected mission treasurer.©3 
Foreign missionaries in Cuba and Lebanon were 


endorsed for support.64 

The following resolution was offered by 
Eld. W. A. Clark as a supplement to the Statement 
of Principles: 

"Resolved, That we invite the brethren of 
the State Convention to so adjust matters and 
methods of mission work as to recognize the 
sovereignty of the churches and their rights to 
instruct their messengers, and in other ways to so 
modify their methods of work that we can co-op- 
erate harmoniously in our denominational 
work." 

Ben M. Bogard, L. Quinn, and J. G. Doyle 

The report, including the resolution, was 
discussed by Bros. Quinn, Tucker, Doyle, Mahan, 
Pillars, Brown and others. Then the "Statement 
of Principles" was by sections, including the reso- 
lution, unanimously adopted. 

Eld. M. A. Pillars moved the body declare 
itself to be organized, and that the present mod- 
erator and clerk be the moderator and clerk of 
the association. 

A "Committee on Schedule of Work" was 
elected, consisting of Eld. Loftin Quinn, W. R. 
Story and Eld. W. A. Clark. Their report stated: 

"In order to follow the terms of the great 
commission given by our Saviour to His churches 
we recommend: 

1. A hearty co-operation with associa- 
tions in associational missions. 

2. The employment of a general evange- 
list. 

3. The employment of a Sunday School 
and colporteur missionary. 

4. Hearty sympathy and support of the 
Baptist orphans' home. 

5. To encourage contributions for the sup- 
port of superannuated ministers. 


6. That contributions for each and all ob- 
jects shall be either promptly sent to the trea- 
surer of this body, or be paid directly to represen- 
tative of the object to which contribution is made 
and receipt promptly forwarded to the treasurer. 

7. That the Executive Committee be lim- 
ited in its action by the specific instructions 
adopted by the churches when assembled in the 
sessions of this association, and remuneration to 
missionaries shall be definitely stated without 
additional allowance for traveling or other ex- 
penses. 

8. That the Executive Committee be re- 
quired to report the proceedings of each meeting 
promptly, the reports of missionaries to be pub- 
lished at least quarterly and the stated meetings 
of the committee shall be well announced and 
open to brethren in co-operation, but without the 
right to vote. 

9. That the collection and distribution of 
the funds of this association shall be without 
salary or percentage except the actual expenses of 
stationary, postage and clerical work. 

10. That we endorse Dr. A. J. Diaz as our 
missionary in Cuba, and commend Eld. Said M. 
Jureidini, of Beyroot, Syria, as missionary 
whom we shall assist in supporting. 


The following resolution was offered by 
Eld. W. A. Clark: 

"Whereas, This association is purely a co- 
operation of the churches of Jesus Christ, and 
this co-operation at the pleasure of the churches, 
therefore, 

"Resolved, That the declaration of princi- 
ples adopted are not regarded as binding on the 
churches, and that we invite all churches who 
may desire to ratify these principle and to co-op- 
erate with this association, to do so at an early 
date and end a copy of such church action to the 
secretary of the Executive Committee for publica- 
tion. 


The following were elected as an Executive 
Committee by ballot without any nomination: W. 
H. »Paslay <J. Le Browm, .W..Asp Clarks aCe 
McCarty, Loftin Quinn, W.C.C. Dorough, M. A. 
Pillars, Ben M. Bogard, and William Tucker. 

This committee was given the responsi- 
bility "to secure some central location as a place 
of meeting." 

Bro. W.C.C. Dorough was elected treasurer 
of the association. 

On motion it was decided that the salary 
of the general missionary shall not exceed $900. 
The selection of a general missionary was re- 
ferred to the Executive Committee. 

After the session adjourned, the Executive 
Committee met and organized by electing W. H. 
Paslay as chairman and W. A. Clark as clerk. 

On motion the clerk was instructed to cor- 
respond with Eld. A. J. Diaz, and Said M. Ju- 
reidini, concerning the action of the association, 
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and for information concerning their fields and 
plans of work. Also to correspond with reference 
to employment of a general evangelist. 

Although not in the minute of the organi- 
zational meeting, the minute of the regular 
November meeting reported that Eld. W. A. 
Crutchfield was employed as the general mis- 
sionary, to receive $66.66 per month. 


First Annual Session-1902 

In the 1985 report of the History and 
Archives Committee, Russell P. Baker wrote, 

"On October 31, 1902, messengers from 
just over 150 Missionary Baptist Churches met in 
Searcy, Arkansas for the first annual session of 
what we now know as the State Association of 
Missionary Baptist Churches of Arkansas. As 
they began their work, they were faced with a 
number of seemingly impossible tasks. On the 
one hand they wanted to create a statewide orga- 
nization that would be an effective vehicle for co- 
operation and fellowship among Landmark 
Baptist Churches in Arkansas in the fields of 
missions, benevolence, and education. On the 
other hand they felt that they must correct the 
abuses that had caused many churches to aban- 
don the Arkansas State Baptist Convention at 
Paragould in 1901. They were determined at all 
costs to protect the prerogatives, equality, and 
independence of each local church in the state. 
Their liberal, anti-Landmark opponents charged 
that such a task was impossible; these two goals 
were mutually exclusive to them. In the central- 
ized system they operated, member churches were 
required to surrender a portion of their 
sovereignty to a larger unit, such as the conven- 
tion, in order that that body could do its own ex- 
clusive work. Also, according to their teachings, 
larger, richer churches must have more voice in 
cooperative affairs than smaller, poorer 
churches. 

"In spite of this criticism, the messengers 
set to work perfecting the organization of what at 
the time they called a 'General Association’. We 
call it a state association. They were aided in 
their deliberations by such men as Ben M. Bog- 
ard, J. N. Hall, W. A. Clark, S. H. Ford, and J. L. 
Brown. Added to this number was a large group of 
brethren of a "mature age and judgement" from 
across the state. To them the solution to these 
problems was simple. They created a body com- 
posed of "equally independent Baptist Churches, 
associating together for mutual edification and 
council." They wrote into its Declaration of 
Principles provisions that would not allow it to 
exert any "ecclesiastical authority" over any fel- 
lowshiping church and that would ensure each 
and every church equal representation. A short 
review of the work of the state association during 
its first decade--a time when messengers met in, 
among other places, a Hot Springs hotel lobby 
and a Malvern skating rink--amply demon- 
strates the wisdom of those founding churches. 


"In 1902 there were just over 1,200 white 
Missionary Baptist Churches in Arkansas. It was 
estimated at that time that from 500 to 800 of 
these churches supported some or all of the work 
of the new association during its first decade. 
Actual representation varied from year to year. 
220 churches sent messengers to the Hot Springs 
session in 1905. Only seventy-five churches rep- 
resented at the Forrest City session in 1909. 

"A much better indication of actual sup- 
port can be seen in the reactions of Arkansas' 
nearly fifty local associations. Although 
churches from thirty-one associations were pre- 
sent at the 1904 session, only about twenty-three 
associations could be really classed as Land- 
mark. Some, like the Liberty Association in 
southern Arkansas, sided strongly with the State 
Convention. Others, like the Pine Bluff As- 
sociation, gave the new organization enthusias- 
tic and energetic support. A few, like the Caroline 
Association in central Arkansas, strange as it 
may seem, endorsed both the state convention 
and the state association, leaving the choice of 
whom to support to each local church. 

"However, in what was the first of a long 
series of such division, the churches of the Ben- 
ton County Association in northwest Arkansas 
disagreed so violently over this issue that the as- 
sociation split into separate Landmark and con- 
vention bodies. No adequate explanation has as 
yet been offered as to just why associations lo- 
cated in neighboring counties took opposite 
stands on this issue. 

"During its first ten years, the main work 
of the state association was missions, both at 
home and on foreign fields. All work was done in 
accordance with Landmark principles. Only 
those men endorsed by local churches were sup- 
ported; only men actually laboring on the field 
were paid. Throughout this period the associa- 
tion had from five to seven men working each 
year. Between 1902 and 1912 a total of fifty-two 
churches were established by their work, an av- 
erage of just over five per year. Nine were orga- 
nized in 1906. Unfortunately, the names and lo- 
cations of these churches were not recorded in the 
Association's minutes and we are not able to as- 
certain if any still exist. The association also 
took an active interest in foreign missions. 
Through it, Arkansas churches supported mis- 
sionaries in Cuba, China, Lebanon, and Iran. In 
1905 the state association sent out the call that 
resulted in the formation of our first national as- 
sociational work, the old General Association of 
the United States. 

"From the very beginning the association 
expressed an interest in establishing an educa- 
tional institution to teach Landmark doctrines. 
In 1905 it assumed ownership of Buckner College 
at Witcherville in Sebastian County. It had been 
established in 1875 and had graduated over 175 
students. It came with a twelve acre campus and a 
three story college building. However, its location 
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away from the center of our work insured its ulti- 
mate failure. By 1908 the association was again 
seeking to establish a "Bible institute", this time 
in central Arkansas. Offers were received from 
both Little Rock and Sheridan. Due to the 
influence of the powerful Pine Bluff Association, 
the Sheridan offer was finally accepted and the 
Missionary Baptist College was established there 
in 1917. An orphans home was established by the 
Arkansas State Convention at Monticello in 
1894. Its support became a popular activity 
among many of the churches in Arkansas. 

"At its first session, the state association 
recommended that the churches continue their 
support of the Monticello home "for the present". 
However, after several years many Landmark 
churches felt the need for an orphans home under 
their own control. Consequently, in 1906 the 
messengers voted to "establish a permanent or- 
phans home under the control and support of the 
state association." In 1907 a board of trustees was 
elected and instructed to begin such a home as 
soon as possible. Early in 1908 a large brick 
house and eight acres of land were purchased in 
Texarkana, Arkansas for $7,000. 

"Eld. J. B. Sellman from Texarkana was 
placed in charge. During that first year he col- 
lected twelve children, but little else. Early the 
next year, an inspection of the home revealed 
that "we had comparatively nothing in the Home 
except children." A new "manager" was chosen, 
who by the fall of that year had corrected what 
was lacking. He reported that the house was now 
completely furnished, and had two good milk 
cows, a good spring wagon, a sewing machine, 
and farming "utensils" in plenty. By 1911 the 
home had a total of thirty-two children and an 
annual budget of over $4,000. 

...this history would be incomplete with- 
out a mention that the State Ladies Auxiliary was 
organized in Little Rock on November 3, 1906, 
which Mrs. A. L. Crudup, widow of Eld. J. C. 
Crudup of Ozark, as its first president. This or- 
ganization, made up of a "band of women" who 
desired to aid in the preaching of the gospel "at 
home and in foreign lands" was "gladly and grate- 
fully" endorsed by the state association at its next 
session in 1907. By 1912 the Arkansas State 
Association was well on its way to fulfilling the 
dreams of the faithful men and women who had 
organized it." 


Meeting at Searcy 

The first regular meeting was on Friday, 
Oct. 31, 1902 at Searcy, Ben. M. Bogard, pastor.©° 
At 11 AM, Dr. S. H. Ford preached from the sub- 
ject: "A Model Church--the Thessalonians." 

The following messengers were enrolled: 

Bartholomew 

Beech Creek, T. G. Morgan, W. W. Nutt 
Enon, J. M. L. Thomasson 
Flat Creek, Arthur Pierce 
Promise Land, J. C. Stele, J. W. Edwards 


Blue Mountain 
Flat Woods, W. A. Wade, J. B. Nesbeth 
Marshall, Elder A. R. Stephenson 
Buckville 
Mt. Tabor, J. N. Crawford, E. P. Chitwood 
Caroline 

Austin Station, Mrs. S. B. Newsome, Mrs. N. D. 
Sanders, Mrs. P. G. Conner 

Center Hill, H. D. Mullins, J. H. Morgan, L. T. 
Redus 

El Paso, Nannie Davis, J. G. Doyle, R. A. 
Ramsey 

Greenwood, W. M. Short 

Griffithville, Elder R. T. Middleton, J. M. 
Varner 

Higgins, T. H. Beard, C. H. Beard, L. F. Lisk 

McRae, A. E. Perkins and wife 

Oak Grove, C. C. Pearso 

Pleasant Ridge, J. I. Kerr 

Rosebud, D. W. Norman, J. V. Foreman, A. L. 


McKay 

Searcy, B. M. Bogard, W. F. Crutchfield, B. C. 
Black 

Shiloh, J. A. Valentine, W. A. Hodges 


Clear Creek 
New Prospect, L. Dyer, E. T. Blair, W. F. Blevins 
Pleasant Grove, M. A. Pillars, B. F. Blevins 
Rehobeth, John E. Cox, C. B. Williams 
Columbia 
Antioch West, Green Reeves, Robert Fornby 
Macedonia, J. M. Wise, W. A. Bates 
Spring Hill, Elder J. C. Vaughan 
Victory, T. M. Baskin 
Waldo, T. H. Carter, J. M. Bolger 
Concord 
Center Valley, J. W. Nobles, M. E. Nobles, Bitler 
Kersey 
Second Church, Ft. Smith, Loftin Quinn, O. 
Echols, Mrs. O. Echols 
Oak Grove, H. L. Been 
Pine Mountain, W. H. Carey 
Current River 
Landmark, B. F. Morgan, S. K. Dungan 
Mt. Pleasant East, G. B. Lafferty 
Reyno, D. Blackburn 
Shiloh, C. H. Newkirk 
Dardanelle 
Blue Mountain, H. M. Blaylock, I. G. Lacey 
Fourche Valley 
Oppelo, G. W. Wilcox 
Friendship 
Harmony, J. M. Jacks 
Oak Grove, N. L. Crawford, B. F. Robertson, W. 
T. Reed 
Pleasant Home, J. B. Craig, D. Foley 
Pleasant Ridge, G. F. Brown 
Zion, J.H.W. Overton, E. H. Guinn 
Grand Prairie 
Center Point, Elder’ B. Fs Houses Re F. 
Routh, H. Y. Morris 
Cross Roads, J. W. Highfill, Robert Welch 
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Greenbrier 
New Liberty, L. S. Brawner 
Smyrna, W. M. Arnold, T. W. Linton 
Howard County 
Antioch, L. M. Byers, W. A. Tommy, W. L. 
Compton 
County Line, E. E. Austin 
Mt. Pleasant, Charles Compton 
Oak Hill, J. W. Hill 
Independence 
Cedar Grove, J. L. Brown 
Center Grove, Elder J. I. Martin 
Jamestown, E. A. Young, R. C. Sims, Dan Lovell 
Olive Branch, J. Ellis, W. J. Bolding, V. B. Pitts 
Sulphur Rock, William Jennings 
Jonesboro 
Cedar Hill, J. F. Clark 
Eight Mile, no delegate, but endorses principles 
Enterprise, Elder J. M. Minton 
Herman, J. N. Cooper 
Macedonia, R. S. Paine 
Oak Grove, 
Philadelphia, Oscar Reynolds, J. M. Rain, A. T. 
Mays 
Judson 
Emmans, E. J. Carter, E. S. Carter 
Gum Springs, J.M.P. Hawkins, Mrs. M. C. 
Hawkins 
New Edinburg, J. S. Moseley 
Little Red River 
Bible Grove, C. W. Betts, J. S. Vinson 
Good Springs, S. Speers, J. C. Speers, W. C. 
Williams 
Mt. Pleassant, W. E. Doyle, J. T. Scott 
Mt. Vernon 
Ash Grove, J. A. Simpson, G. J. Hamilton 
Clarendon, C. M. Myrick, M. J. Manning, Mrs. 
Anna Myrick 
Forrest City, W. H. Paslay, Milton Hall, J. B. 
Sanders 
Haynes, G. R. Robuck, A. A. Andrus, Miss Kate 
Bailey 
Marnell, J. L. Belsha 
Palestine, H. I. Gorum, R. S. Tucker 
Philadelphia, S. D. Sawyer, H. N. Daniels, C. E. 
Barnett 
Poplar Grove, W. H. Henstirs 
Rehobeth, F. H. Hopkins 
Salem, J. F. Thompson, J. L. Turner 
Mt. Zion 
Colt, G. W. Mathis, T. G. Julute, W. S. Waldrop 
Pine Bluff 
Antioch, G. W. McCarty, E. T. Bledsoe, S. R. 
Skeen 
Benton, S. S. Sims, D. M. Cloud, L. L. Quinn 
Big Creek, W.C.C. Dorough, R. R. Adams, B. J. 
Mathews 
Harmony, M. S. Kelly, J. W. Kelly, Josh Holbert 
Humble Hope, Elder E. F. Appling, G. L. Davis, 
Emma Stewart 
Liberty, 
Mars Hill, S. A. Rowland, W. H. McDonald, M. 
J. Lassater 


Mt. Olive, William Tucker 
New Friendship, H. D. Carson, H. C. Fulcher, J. 
H. O'Kelly 
New Hope, J. A. Brown 
Palestine, E. F. Burton, Grice R. Martin 
Philadelphia, W. B. McCool, W. H. Camp, W. G. 
Dougan 
Pine Grove, Emma Steele, Addie B. Dorough, J. 
M. Dorough 
Redfield, W. A. Clark, J. W. Martin, J. E. T. 
Holiman 
Social Hill, Frank H. Bennett, J. K. Moore 
Spring Hill, J. L. Herndon 
Red River 
Bethel, Elders J. M. Kelly, J. H. Smart, W. U. 
Davis 
DeGray, T. F. Ferrell, W. A. Dunlap, W. F. 
Ferrell 
Mt. Bethel, J. M. White, J. L. Bozeman 
Pike City, J. R. Hardy 
Springhill, Elder J. R. Hardy 
Rocky Bayou 
Belleview, W. L. Smith 
Big Springs, B. F. Spradlin 
Maple Grove, E. N. Puckett, Miss Mattie 
Johnson 
Melbourne, J. D. Gouch, O. T. Richardson 
Mt. Lebanon, W. H. Horton 
Wise's Chapel, Sam Ballard, [W.] Ezekiel 
Sherrill 
Russellville 
Hopewell, Dr. D. J. Warren 
Providence, J. C. Humphreys 
Saline 
Corinth [Oaklawn], T. L. Files 
Magnet Cove, R. F. Orr, R. L. Cook 
Mt. Harmony, J. O. Booth 
Sulphur Springs, Clarence Mitchell, W. H. 
Craft, Mrs. W. H. Craft 
Ten Mile, A. B. Shockley 
Southwestern 
Cany, Y. R. Harlem, J. M. Smith 
Mt. Lebanon, W. H. Wharton, Mattie Johnson 
Rocky Comfort, J. A. McDonald, J. R. Allen, C. 
W. Wright 
Spring River 
Alicia, Elder C. Hodge 
Mt. Hebron, W. N. Norman, G. G. Quattlebaum, 
G. H. Wright 
Mt. View, Elder L. A. Bain, G. L. Jernigan 
Stevens Creek 
Holly Springs, John Donald, George N. Joiner 
Holly Springs, J. W. Burns, L. Ray 
Salem, J. B. Hoffman, Adam Stevens, J. J. 
Stevens 
Union No. 1 
Bodcaw, Elder J. H. Brockman, J. W. Carmen 
Shady Grove, W. R. Barham, C. B. Barham, L. D. 
Ridling 
White Oak, T. J. Hartsfield, C. E. Gosnell, W. S. 
Allen 
United 
Hattieville, Elder W. T. Box 
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Lone Grove, J. A. Meyers 
Pleasant Valley, J. P. Sims, J. M. McGee, W. C. 
Blythe 
Plummerville, A. H. Wilson, Miss Marie 
Wilson, Carrie Parker 
White River Valley 
Central, Bald Knob, B. F. Holford, A. D. Cullum 
Good Hope, J. W. Gibson, T. A. Warnick 
Hammonds, J. S. Hamilton 
Hickory Grove, John K. Weinminster, J. H. 
Strider, W. H. Younger 
Macedonia, W. M. Hecks, W. J. Hammond, A. E. 
Collins 
Pleasant Valley, G. W. Barker, David May 
Tupelo, A. A. Crabtree, J. H. Jones, J. E. Jones 


Centerville, F. M. Wolf 

Good Hope, T. A. Warner 

Heber, J. A. Patt 

Lonoke, R. P. Bain, Mrs. W. P. Fletcher 

Macedonia, W. C. Kelso, T. I. Matthews 

Mt. Pisgah, J. M. Carter, W. A. Cullon 

Mt. Pleasant, Mrs. S. Foster, Kirby Foster 

New Harmony, J. B. Jones 

New Liberty, M. A. Brown 

Oak Grove, J. E. Case 

Shady Grove, George Thompson, J. Seaman, 
John Broadway 


After the messengers were enrolled, the 
following officers were elected: Moderator, W. A. 
Clark; Assistant Moderator, W. T. Box; Clerk, J. 
M. L. Thomasson; Assistant Clerk, B. A. 
Spradlin; Treasurer, W.C.C. Dorough. 

Ben M. Bogard offered a resolution calling 
for a committee of five to be appointed "to perfect 
the statement of principles," and also to appoint 
the following committees: 

Foreign Missions, State Missions, Or- 
phans' Home, Finance, Prohibition, and Sunday 
Schools. 


Among the visitors enrolled were: 

J. N. Hall, Fulton, KY editor of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Flag 

Ben Cox, First Church of Little Rock 

W. P. Harvey, Louisville, KY, representing 
The Western Recorder 

H. F. Vermillion, Arkadelphia, represent- 
ing Ouachita College 

J. H. Milburn, Union City, TN 

W. A. Jarrell, Dallas, TX, publisher 

The Committee on Divine Services an- 
nounced that W. A. Jarrell of Texas would preach 
at the Presbyterian meeting house, and W. P. 
Harvey of Kentucky would preach in the Baptist 
meeting house at 7:30. 

After the preaching services, the follow- 
ing committees were appointed: 

On Statement of Principles--Ben M. Bog- 
ard, Loftin Quinn, B. J. Mathews, J. L. Brown and 
W. T. Box. 
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State Missions--W. A. Crutchfield, J. I. 
Martin, M. A. Pillar, A. H. Wilson and B. F. 
House. 

Foreign Missions--W. H. Paslay, E.J.G. 
Carter, J. F. Sims, John E. Cox, Joshua Halbert. 

Orphans' Home--William Tucker, J. B. 
Sanders, J. M. Minton, J. M. McGee, D. M. Cloud. 

Finance--A. B. Shockley, O. Echols, J. H. 
Strider, G. W. Robuck, and Dr. Martin. 

Prohibition--T. H. Carter, W. L. Compton, 
W. M. Hicks, J.H.W. Overton, and J. A. Myers. 

Sunday Schools--J. G. Doyle, George F. 
Brown, H. L. Been, L. M. Byers, E. P. Chitwood. 


The Committee on Statement of Princi- 
ples began its report Saturday morning and then 
finished the report and discussion during the af- 
ternoon. 

The Orphan's Home Report stated, "...as 
the Orphans' Home at Monticello belongs to the 
Baptists of Arkansas, and as we, the constituents 
of this General Association, constitute a large 
part of the Baptist hosts of this State, therefore, 
we recommend that our churches for the present 
sustain said institution with their contributions 
and prayers." 

A report submitted by J. G. Doyle, Sunday 
School missionary for the American Baptist 
Publication Society, of work "done in our 
bounds" for the society was referred to the Sun- 
day School committee. 


The Report of the Executive Committee 

"Your Executive Committee appointed at 
Antioch, April 11, 1902, met at once and recom- 
mended that Eld. W. A. Crutchfield, C. M. Myrick, 
W. L. Smith, L. Quinn and B. J. Mathews be set 
aside as missionaries by their respective 
churches and that the churches of this associa- 
tion assist in their support, Eld. W. A. Crutchfield 
to be general missionary and the others to 
operate in such local fields as the Holy Spirit 
shall direct them. Eld. W. A. Crutchfield's salary 
to be $66.66 per month and each of the others to 
receive $50 per month for the time actually 
served." 

The reports of these missionaries were 
given, which included 170 baptisms, 113 received 
by letter, 3 churches and two Sunday Schools or- 
ganized, and $435.17 collected on the field. 

The committee added, "We also followed 
the instructions of the association in regard to 
Bro. Said M. Jereundini in Syria and Bro. A. J. 
Diaz in Cuba...The General Association autho- 
rized us to these undertakings without any funds 
on which to calculate, and it is a source of thank- 
fulness that we now render our report with 
$145.01 on hand and all obligations paid." 


Those preaching on Sunday were: 

11 AM, Eld, J. N. Hall; at other locations, 
Ben Cox, J. H. Milburn R. P. Bain, and Joshua 
Holbert. 
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3:30 PM, Eld. W. A. Jarrel; at other loca- 
tions, W. A. Clark, J. B. Wise, 

7:30 PM, Eld. S. H. Ford, at other loca- 
tions, W. A. Harvey, W. T. Box, Oscar Reynolds, W. 
M. Hicks. 

The other locations were the Methodist 
house, the Presbyterian house, Gum Springs 
Cumberland Presbyterian, the Colored Baptist 
Church and the colored Methodist Church. 


The report of the Committee on State 
Missions was made Monday. 

"Since June 1, there have been five mis- 
sionaries under the employ of the General Asso- 
ciation of Arkansas Baptist Churches. By refer- 
ence to their reports it is seen that the Lord has 
greatly blessed their labors. 

"We recommend that the Executive Com- 
mittee select five brethren, or more if possible, 
and ask that their respective churches set them 
apart according to Acts 11:22, 13:1-2, and that the 
matter of suggesting their salaries be left to the 
Executive Committee. We recommend that the 
energies and funds be expended in evangelistic 
and distinctively mission work. 

A motion prevailed to elect the executive 
committee at once; resulting in the election of: W. 
A. Clark, Ben M. Bogard, J. L. Brown, L. Quinn, W. 
T. Box, William Tucker, M. A. Pillars, J.M.L. 
Thommason, and W. H. Paslay. 

J. G. Doyle offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted fifty-five to forty-one, 
and then made unanimous: 

"In view of the differences known to exist 
between the General Association and the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, and, 
whereas suggestions have been made that a com- 
mittee be appointed from each body to meet at 
some future time and place agreed upon by said 
committees, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the General Association 
now in session appoint a committee of ten judi- 
cious brethren to confer with a like committee 
from the State Convention looking to the uniting 
of the two bodies on a Scriptural basis, and report 
results to the next annual session of this associa- 
tion." 

The following were elected: Ben M. Bog- 
ard, J. L. Brown, W. A. Clark, W. T. Box, W. H. 
Paslay, J. G. Doyle, C. M. Myrick, W. A. Crutch- 
field, William Tucker and W.C.C. Dorough. 

The report on Foreign Missions recom- 
mended continued support for Bro. Said Jerinden 
in Syria, "that he may better prosecute his labors 
we recommend that contributions be made not 
only for his support, but also for the building of a 
house of worship..." Also recommended was Bro. 
J. T. Moore, "whose present field is Cuernavoca, 
Mexico" and Bro. A. J. Diaz in Cuba, "whom God 
has so greatly blessed in removing the shackles 
of Romanism from the long-enslaved Cubans." 

The Sunday School report stated, "the 
Sunday school work of the State is in a healthy 


and prosperous condition. A great many of our 
churches have evergreen Sunday schools, and all 
of our people are in hearty sympathy with Sun- 
day School work. We recommend that earnest ef- 
forts be made to push this great work until there 
is a living vigorous Sunday school in every 
church in Arkansas. 

"You committee would further recom- 
mend that this association recognize as impor- 
tant and valuable to the Sunday school cause in 
Arkansas the work Brother J. G. Doyle is doing in 
the State,...and that this body accept a report of 
Brother Doyle's work as supplemental to this re- 

Oru es 

The report of Eld. J. G. Doyle stated he had 
worked 273 days, had witnessed 54 conversions, 
and had organized 79 Sunday schools, with an 
enrollment of 4,841. Seven of these Sunday 
Schools had paid for their supplies, and he had 
managed "equip the remaining 72, and start them 
in the work,..." 

In support of the Sunday school work, Ben 
M. Bogard offered the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That we invite the American 
Baptist Publication Society to continue the work 
of J. G. Doyle and their other missionary in 
Arkansas, and that we invite the chapel car 
Evangel to return." This resolution was adopted 
unanimously. 

After this the minutes were read and ap- 
proved up to 4:00 P.M. Then the minutes state, 
"Dr. Harvey was called out and spoke on church 
continuity. J. G. Doyle also spoke on the same 
subject. J. L. Brown spoke." 

"Bro. C. M. Myrick was announced as the 
preacher for tonight." At the close of the sermon, 
Treasurer W.C.C. Dorough made his report, which 
indicated total receipts of $2,082.68, with 
disbursements of $885.23 for foreign missions; 
$1,019.54 for state missions, and $32.90 for other 
expenses, leaving a balance of $145.01. 

The site for the next meeting was to be de- 
termined by the Executive Committee. 


1903 Meeting 

The 1903 meeting was held with the Beth- 
lehem and Antioch Baptist Church in Little Rock 
at Concordia Hall, on Oct. 31-Nov. 2. Apparently 
the meeting was well attended because the Cre- 
dentials Committee reported they could not make 
a complete "report inside twenty-four hours," 
therefore "Upon motion it was decided to proceed 
at once to the organization of the body by private 
ballot without nomination." The eventual count 
was 220 churches represented by 507 messengers. 

While the tellers were tabulating the re- 
sults, several announcements were made. Elder J. 
N. Hall, representing the American Baptist Flag. 
Elder Compere, of Louisville, Ky., representing 
the Western Recorder. Elder S. H. Ford repre- 
senting the Christian Repository. Elder A. J. Diaz 
made a short talk concerning his work as 
missionary in Cuba. 
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The tellers reported the election of Elder 
W. A. Clark as Moderator; Elder W. T. Box, Assis- 
tant Moderator. J.M.L. Thomasson was elected 
Clerk and Elder Ben M. Bogard Ass't Clerk. 

There was a problem concerning Eld. A. J. 
Diaz, the missionary, his sponsoring church and 
the Home Mission Board of Atlanta. A committee 
of Ben M. Bogard, J. A. Scarboro, and J. M. Raines 
was appointed to investigate the matter and 
make a recommendation. 

A Committee of Religious Exercises was 
appointed. This committee was Elders Loftin 
Quinn, pastor of Antioch; B. J. Mathews, pastor 
of Bethlehem, and Ben M. Bogard, pastor of 
Landmark in Searcy. 

The following Committees were ap- 
pointed: 

State Missions: W. T. Box, W. A. Crutch- 
field, John E. Cox, William Tucker, I. M. Phillips. 

This report recommended "the employ- 
ment of at least six general missionaries, who 
shall have been set apart by their churches for 
the work to give their entire time to building up 
weak churches that may need and desire their 
services, and to preaching to points of absolute 
destitution. And we recommend that from time to 
time the number of missionaries be increased as 
the Spirit may direct. We recommend that the 
pastors and messengers lay this matter before the 
churches and keep it before them the entire year, 
requesting them to pray the direction of God's 
Holy Spirit, believing that when they thus pray 
they will pay." 


Foreign Missions: Ben M. Bogard, M. A. 
Pillars, W. S. Allen, W. R. Story, J. P. O'Neal. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions "re- 
port that we are doing successful mission work in 
Cuba and Syria. In Cuba we have Elder A. J. Diaz, 
with six assistants, whose work, in spite of bitter 
persecution, has been successful, and the prospect 
is hopeful. In Syria we have Elder Said M. 
Jureidini and wife, who are laboring in Beirut, 
Syria, a very destitute yet hopeful field." 

"We recommend renewed efforts in foreign 
mission work, and that collections be taken in 
all the churches and sent to the Treasurer of the 
General Association, W.C.C. Dorough, Sheridan, 
Ark., to help in the support of these God-called 
church-sent missionaries." 


Finance: J.M.P. Hawkins, A. B. Shockley, 
J. W. Lybrand, J. B. Sanders, W. R. Lewis 

The Finance Report showed $402.60 re- 
ceived for State Missions, $11.10 for Foreign 
Missions, $15.90 for A. J. Diaz, $9.95 for S. M. 
Jureidine, $54.18 for the Orphan's Home, $83.86 
for printing minutes, and $277.21 in the public 
collection for State Missions for a total of 
$854.80. 

Prohibition: J. A. Smith, J. A. Myers, W. 
F. Green, Y. R. Harbin, S. K. Dungan. 


Sunday Schools: J. G. Doyle, J. L. Brown, 
E. P. Chitwood, H.J.P. Williams, B. P. Kimbro. 

The Sunday School report stated, "Your 
committee is glad to report that the Sunday 
School interest among the church of this Asso- 
ciation is in fairly good condition. Many of the 


churches maintain evergreen schools,66 and 
many others have good schools for part of the 
year. We would recommend that a vigorous effort 
be made by the pastors and brethren to organize 
and maintain the best Sunday School it is possi- 
ble to have in every church. We recommend as 
helps the Sunday School literature published by 
the American Baptist Publication Society." 

Orphans' Home: W. H. Paslay, T. H. Carter, 
J. I. Martin, G. C. Lassiter, P. Simpson. 

The Orphans' Home report began with the 
phrase, "We, your Committee on Orphans' Home 
at Monticello, submit the following: 

"As our Home grows in age it entwines it- 
self more closely around our hearts, and its in- 
crease in number of orphans demands of us con- 
tinued and enlarged contributions. 

"Therefore, we recommend that its claims 
upon us be kept before our churches and that reg- 
ular contributions be made to this noble cause, 
and thus hold up the hands of those who are car- 
ing for the orphans." 

Thus it should be noted that the General 
Association still recommended the home at 
Monticello. In fact, a later attempt was made to 
allow the General Association to name some of 
the trustees for the home at Monticello. 


The afternoon session featured the report 
of the "Peace Committee." That committee re- 
ported, "Our first meeting was held in Little Rock, 
Ark., January 23, 1903, with all the members of 
the committee present. After earnest prayer and 
consultation, we adopted what we believe to be a 
reasonable and scriptural basis of settlement, 
which consisted of six fundamental principles, 
as follows: 

1. The scriptural right of individual 
churches to commission and send forth mission- 
aries. 

2. The arranging of missionary methods 
so that the reports of missionaries shall include 
only the work actually performed by the mis- 
sionaries and paid for by missionary contribu- 
tions. 

3. Recognition of each church as a unit 
and entitled to equal representation with any 
other church in association or convention. 

4. The absolute abolition of the office and 
expense of the Corresponding Secretary under 
whatever title. 

5. The right of the churches to instruct 
their messengers on any subject to be recognized. 

6. The abolition of the present plan of co- 
operation with the Home and Foreign Mission 
Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
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Your committee also agreed that if the 
Convention's committee should concede these 
several fundamental principles, and recommend 
their adoption by the State Convention at its next 
annual session, we would recommend them to 
this Association upon the terms hereinafter 
named. 

On September 22, 1903 the Convention's 
committee met in Little Rock and agreed to accept 
these terms and recommend their adoption by 
the State Convention, provided this committee 
would accept and recommend for adoption by 
this Association the following propositions: 

1. "That the General Association will dis- 
solve, and before doing so shall recommend to 
the churches now composing it to hereafter send 
messengers to the State Convention. 

2. "That the two papers, viz.: the 'Land- 
mark Baptist’ and the 'Baptist Advance,’ shall, 
when these recommendations have been adopted 
by both the General Association and the State 
Convention, be merged into one paper, under 
such a plan as shall be prescribed by a mutual 
committee, four of which shall be appointed by 
the editors of each paper, and the ninth elected by 
the eight thus chosen, the findings of the major- 
ity of this committee shall be final and binding 
upon the editors and proprietors of both papers. 

"If these recommendations — shall be 
agreed to by the General Association committee 
and the General Association adopts them, we (the 
Convention's committee) will bring them before 
the State Convention at its next session and will 
use all our personal influence as a committee to 
secure their adoption by that body, including, of 
course, such alteration in the Constitution of the 
Convention as will be necessary to make it har- 
monize with those recommendations. 

On October 7, 1903, both committees held 
each another meeting in Little Rock. 

From the correspondence it was seen that 
our proposed basis of settlement had to do with 
vital principles and mission methods only, and 
not with private ownership: nor did we demand 
any changes as to the correlation of our colleges, 
a thing we should in justice to the holdings of this 
Association, have done: but we felt that for the 
sake of peace we could afford to let this point go 
unchallenged, for the present at least. 

But it seems to us that the Convention's 
committee aimed a death blow not only at the 
"Landmark Baptist" as a private enterprise, but to 
the General Association itself. This we felt was in 
the light of the present situation, unjust and un- 
reasonable; but for the sake of peace among our 
dear churches and people in this State, we agreed 
to accept them and recommend their adoption by 
this Association, but as the correspondence will 
show, with the distinct understanding that they 
were not to take effect until ratified by both the 
General Association and the State Convention. 

We recommend that the agreement 
reached by the two committees be ratified and the 


six propositions as accepted by the Convention's 
committee be re-affirmed and accepted by this 
Association without modification or amend- 
ment. And we further recommend that when the 
State Convention amends its Constitution so 
that it shall conform to the six propositions 
made by your committee and accepted by their 
committee, that the General Association dis- 
solve, and that the State Convention and the 
General Association be merged into one body, as 
has been agreed to by the two committees. 

We further recommend that the General 
Association adopt the following re-affirmation: 

Resolved, That, whereas, the Convention's 
committee have misconstrued our communica- 
tions and have supposed that new specifications 
were involved or required by us; therefore, we 
now solemnly affirm that we desire to add noth- 
ing new to the conditions or specifications ac- 
cepted by the Convention's committee of October 
121903: 

Adopted and signed by the committee. 

W=sT. Box;.Chairman,d: Gs Doyle;Secre= 
tary Pro Tem 

I non-concur in the above report and rec- 
ommendations. 

W.C.C. Dorough, W. A. Clark 


The report was discussed for a half day by 
a large number of speakers, and the vote resulted 
in, "Yeas," about four hundred (400), and "nays," 
about seventy-five (75), the exact count not being 
made. 

E. Glenn Hinson (p. 177) stated "the two 
committees never met nor functioned as a single 
group ironing out their differences. Instead, the 
General Association Committee set forth six 
propositions which were to serve as the basis for 
reconciliation. 

One of the sources of conflict was that the 
State Convention, as Hinson explained (p. 33-34), 
"paralleled the societies which Baptists, along 
with other denominations, had developed to do 
mission or benevolent work. According to the 
Constitution, it was to be 'composed of delegates 
from Baptist Associations, churches, and indi- 
vidual contributors, who are members of the 
Baptist Church, in good standing’. Associations 
were entitled to five, churches to three delegates. 
The "Landmark controversy of 1901 caused a re- 
striction of representation to churches and sub- 
stitution of the word "messenger" for "delegate," 
as in other states." 


Elder W. M. Barker preached Saturday 
Evening on "The Lord's Prayer for His Followers." 
After the sermon a collection for State Missions 
was taken, amounting in cash and pledges to 
$253.00. 

On Sunday, Nov. 1, Elder M. A. Pillars 
conducted devotional exercises at Concordia Hall 
and at 11 AM, Elder J. N. Hall of Fulton, Ky. 
preached to at least 1,500 people on the "Resur- 
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rection.” On Sunday afternoon at 3 PM, Elder S. 
H. Ford of St. Louis, preached on the "Seven Dis- 
pensations." At 7:30 PM, Elder W. T. Box of Mor- 
rilton preached. 


On Monday the messengers heard the re- 
port of the special committee appointed to review 
the mission work and claims of Eld. A. J. Diaz, 
missionary to Cuba. This report and a summa- 
tion of the remarks of Elder Ben M. Bogard re- 
quired five pages in the minute. The report was 
generally favorable to Eld. Diaz, and negative to- 
ward the Home Mission Board. An example is the 
following statement: 

"That the issues involve the life, the very 
existence of the independence of Baptist churches 
on the one side and the Convention Board system 
on the other. Which shall perish? Boards or 
churches? Will the Baptist churches stand idly by 
while the Home Mission Board assaults and de- 
stroys the good name of an honored and honor- 
able missionary; destroys a church of Jesus 
Christ by persecuting and scattering it. defying 
alike appeal and protest, and all without even the 
semblance of a fair trial?" 


The Executive Committee presented re- 
ports of the following missionaries: 

Elders J. H. Milburn, W. L. Smith, W. A. 
Crutchfield, E. F. Apling, M. B. McEntire, J. F. 
Crawford, J. D. Rose, J. I. Martin, B. J. Mathews, 
and H. R. Parks. The composite report showed 
350 baptisms, 138 added by letter, and 127 re- 
ceived in other ways, for a total of 615 additions. 
Nine churches and ten Sunday Schools were or- 
ganized. 


After the report of the Committee on 
Prohibition, the minute records the following: 

"Upon motion the Executive Committee 
was instructed to notify the churches composing 
the Association concerning whatever action the 
State Convention may take with reference to the 
peace negotiations. Upon motion the Clerk was 
instructed to send official notice of the action of 
this body with reference to peace negotiation, to 
the Chairman of the Convention Peace Commit- 
fee 

Thus, it should be noted the General As- 
sociation appeared to be serious in its efforts to 
solve the problem. However, in retrospect, it 
should be noted that based on the future actions 
and comments of the ABSC, the correct move was 
made as each group began working within the 
State according to the plans and manners they 
both considered appropriate. 

For the final session on Monday Evening, 
Elder Ben M. Bogard "was requested to preach 
before the body at 7:30 PM". After the message, 
W.C.C. Dorough, the Treasurer read his report. 
That report showed a total of $3,889.83, with 
$2,439.50 being received for State Missions, 
$441.61 for Eld. Diaz, $374.72 for Eld. Jureidine, 


$122.69 for the Orphans Home, $129.22 for Min- 
utes, and $198.04 for Jereidini Chapel. An 
amount of $834.50 was yet due State Missionar- 
ies) 

W.C.C. Dorough was unanimously elected 
as Treasurer. Following this final action, "the 
General Association adjourned to meet on Friday 
before the first Sunday in November, 1904, at 
such place as may be selected by the Executive 
Committee." 

W. A. Clark, Moderator 
J.M.L. Thomasson, Clerk 


Third Annual Session, 1904 

The third annual session was again held 
at Concordia Hall in Little Rock. The meeting 
dates were Nov. 4-7, and the hosts churches were 
Bethlehem, Antioch, and Argenta. The welcome 
address was given by Eld. Ben M. Bogard. 

After hearing a partial report from the 
Committee on Credentials, the body then pro- 
ceeded with the election of officers. While the 
votes were being counted, Eld. J. N. Hall spoke in 
the interest of the American Baptist Flag, and J. 
A. Scearboro "spoke as to the present outlook for 
Bible Baptist, and also presented the interest of 
his Book on Missions." 

Eld. Ben M. Bogard also spoke in the in- 
terest of The Landmark Baptist, and also pre- 
sented the idea of organizing a Baptist publishing 
house, to be located in Little Rock. 

Results of the election: 

Moderator--W. T. Box, Morrilton; Assis- 
tant Moderator--Ben M. Bogard, Little Rock; 
Clerk--J.M.L. Thommason, Monticello; Assis- 
tant Clerk--O. Echols, Fort Smith; Treasurer-- 
W.C.C. Dorough, Sheridan 


A committee on Order of Business was ap- 
pointed as follows: Eld. W. H. Pasley, Forrest 
City; J. L. Brown, Charlotte, and W. L. Smith, 
Melbourne. 

Eld. Ben M. Bogard presented a list of 
Committees as follows: Foreign Missions, State 
Missions, Publications, Prohibition, Sunday 
Schools, Finance, Education, and Divine Service. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions was 
TY, H- Carter, OF Echols, JA; Myers, WCC. Dor 
ough, and J. I. Martin." 

The first part of their report is important 
in stating: "WHEREAS, Christ, by the grace of 
God, tasted death for every man, we concede that 
every fallen son of Adam is blood bought since 
our dear Lord so loved them that he gave his life 
for them, and has given us His true Church on 
earth, the commission to carry the good news to 
every creature,..." 

Note: This statement definitely distin- 
guishes the views of the pastors and churches 
during this period as different from the predesti- 
narian and limited atonement viewpoint of the 
Primitive Baptists. It was for this purpose that 
Eld. Ben M. Bogard carefully distinguished the 
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Missionary Baptist faith and practice by listing 
"The Evils of Hardshellism" and the "Evils of 
Conventionism" in The Baptist Way-Book, which 
was written during this decade. 

The report also stated, "We are glad to re- 
port that Elds. Jerudini and Diaz are doing a 
great work in their respective fields of labor, and 
that Eld. I. N. Yohannon is ready to engage in the 
great work needed in his native land." 

Eld. Said M. Jerudini spoke concerning 
his work in Syria, and then Dr. I. N. Yohannon 
spoke concerning the work in Persia. 

The Moderator announced the appoint- 
ment of committees: 

State Missions--J. L. Brown, L. M. Webb, J. 
W. Overton, J. E. Rylee, and T. G. Gunn. 

The report on State Missions indicated a 
definite Landmark flavor with these words, "We 
therefore recommend that the Mission work of 
this Association shall ever be kept in reach and 
under control of the Churches, co-operating in 
this body." Later in the report it was recom- 
mended, "that all applications for mission work, 
coming before the Executive Committee shall be 
submitted to the Churches located in said district 
where work is desired, and these Churches shall 
determine by vote their choice for missionary; 
and the Executive Committee be instructed to 
employ the preacher chosen by a majority vote of 
the Churches thus voting." 

Further recommendations dealt with re- 
stricting mission work to churches that had 
memberships of less than thirty, and also limit- 
ing work to be done during the winter months. An 
amendment was offered by Eld. Ben M. Bogard, 
"We recommend that the missionaries do not 
preach to Churches which are self-sustaining un- 
less it be an occasional sermon. We further rec- 
ommend that at least six missionaries be out into 
the field for full time, and that the force be in- 
creased to ten during the summer, or more, if the 
committee think best." The amendment was 
adopted. 

Finance--A. B. Shockley, W. S. Allen, J. W. 
Lybrand, S. R. Skein and Fred F. Harrelson. 

Prohibition--Loftin Quinn, A. F. Willis, J. 
A. Smith, B. F. Routh, and L. M. Byers. 

Education--Ben M. Bogard, T. L. Thomp- 
son, J. W. Duckworth, T. G. Morgan, and S. W. 
Abernathy. 

The Committee on Education recom- 
mended "that we patronize Jacksonville Col- 
lege..." They also recommended "that overtures be 
made to Buckner College...to the end that it may 
be brought into vital connection with this 
General Association, and that a committee be ap- 
pointed to negotiate with the trustees with regard 
to the matter." 

Publications--G. W. McCarty, William 
Tucker, W. M. Izard, W.C.C. Dorough and J. M. 
Raines. The Committee recommended "a 
thoughtful and prayerful reading of the Holy 
Scriptures as an indispensable means of growth 


in grace, knowledge and usefulness. Then the 
reading of sound Baptist literature, prominent 
among which is our own State paper, the Land- 
mark Baptist. We insist that every Baptist in the 
State should take, read, and pray for that paper. 
We also recommend the American Baptist Flag, 
edited by J. N. Hall, at Fulton, Ky.; also the litera- 
ture of the American Baptist Publication Society. 
We heartily recommend the carrying out the sug- 
gestion of organizing and operating on sound 
business principles a Landmark Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, located at Little Rock." 

After the motion to adopt, Ben M. Bogard 
"pressed the point of organizing the Publication 
Society, recommended and explained fully the 
plan as he had studied it out. Blount T. Trice hav- 
ing previously prepared articles of incorpora- 
tion, read and explained same. Eld. J. N. Hall 
made a telling speech on the subject; also J. A. 
Scarboro and G. W. Boyd. The report was then 
adopted." 

Note: It was from this effort that the pre- 
sent Book store and literature business in 
Texarkana developed. The business developed 
into a three-man partnership by Oct. 7, 1910 be- 
tween W. M. Webb, G. S. Anderson, and Ben M. 
Bogard, known as the Landmark Sunday School 
Concern. Terms of transfer were arranged March 
16, 1915, by which the literature business was 
turned over to the General Association. By this 
time W. M. Webb had left and M. P. Matheny had 
taken his place. G. S. Anderson was paid $6,000 
for his interest, and Bro. Bogard and Bro. 
Matheny donated their interests. 

Sunday Schools--J. F. Clark, S. D. 
Sawyer, G. W. McCarty, J. A. Wheatly and J. Y. 
Washburn. 


The committee on arrangements for 
preaching announced the following appoint- 
ments. These men were to preach at Concordia 
Hall, the place of the meeting; also Argenta, 
Emmanuel Church, Antioch, Bethlehem, Dyer's 
Chapel, Presbyterian, Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian and Baring Cross: 

J. N. Hall, Fulton, KY; Said M. Jerundini, 
missionary from Syria; Dr. I. N. Yohannon, mis- 
sionary from Persia; W. L. Smith, Melbourne; J. 
L. Brown, Charolette; J. W. McDonald, Hot 
Springs; J. A. Scarboro, Fulton, KY; M. A. Pillars, 
Alma; T. H. Carter, Waldo; G. W. Boyd, from MS; 
William Tucker, Bauxite; C. M. Myrick; A. F. 
Willis, Hamburg; M. S. Ballard, Melbourne; and 
J. A. Wheatley. 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting was held 
at 9:30 AM at Concordia Hall, conducted by Eld. 
TokieCartes: 

During the afternoon session while wait- 
ing for the preaching hour, Eld. Ben. M. Bogard 
‘occupied the time in presenting and giving fur- 
ther information as to the enterprise of estab- 
lishing the Landmark Publishing House." 
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During the Monday Morning session, the 
tellers announced the result of the Saturday elec- 
tion of an executive committee: W. H. Pasley, W. 
T. Box, Loftin Quinn, Ben M. Bogard, J. L. Brown, 
G. W. McCarty, W.C.C. Dorough, William Tucker 
and M. A. Pillars. 

The Committee on Credentials made a fi- 
nal report, "190 Churches represented by 451 
Messengers, these Churches representing 31 As- 
sociations." 

Ben M. Bogard presented a resolution 
which stated that the Baptist Missionary Asso- 
ciation of Texas and the General Association of 
Mississippi had expressed interest in helping 
support missionaries Said M. Jerudini in Syria 
and Dr. I. N. Yohannon in Persia. The resolution 
asked "that this Association instruct its Execu- 
tive Committee to open correspondence with the 
Executive Committees of said Associations ask- 
ing them to co-operate with us in the support of 
Brethren Jerundini and Yohannon, and others." 
It was further recommended "that our Executive 
Committee be instructed to make such joint ar- 
rangement with said Associational Committees 
with respect to this work as may be mutually 
agreeable,..." 

Note: It would be safe to say that this move 
led to the organization of the General As- 
sociation in 1905, which became the American 
Baptist Association in 1924. The two primary or- 
ganizations which combined to form the General 
Association were the General Association of 
Arkansas and the Baptist Missionary Associa- 
tion of Texas. 

The Orphan's Home report indicated the 
home at Monticello was under the care of Bro. Ed. 
and Sis. Hannah Gardner, with Eld. W. W. 
Gardner working as financial agent. There were 
sixty-two children in the home. The report 
stated, "We would urge that all our people stand by 
the Home and continue to contribute liberally to 
its support. 

"Resolved, That this body respectfully ask 
the Treasurer of the Home to give credit to this 
body through our Treasurer, for all funds re- 
ceived, for which this body is due credit, and so 
incorporate in his report to the State Conven- 
tion." 

The clerk summarized the discussion 
which followed, "the sentiment expressed by all 
was favorable to the home, but wanted it so ar- 
ranged that credit be given this body for funds 
contributed by Churches and Associations repre- 
sented in it. Two other resolutions were pre- 
sented. 

Eld. W. W. Gardner, the financial agent for 
the home was present and "was granted the privi- 
lege of the floor, and spoke briefly in the interest 
of the Home, expressing himself as perfectly will- 
ing that this body should have due credit for all 
contributions..." 

A final resolution was presented: "Re- 
solved, That the Moderator appoint a committee 


of five to meet and confer with like committee 
from the State Convention, with the view of for- 
mulating a plan for the future co-operation of the 
two bodies in the support of the Orphans' Home, 
and that said committee report result to this body 
at its next session." 

Note: This move was rebuffed by the State 
Convention. As a result, by 1907 a move was un- 
derway for the establishment of a Landmark Or- 
phans' Home. 


The Finance Committee reported that 
$373.72 had been received for State Missions, 
$56.92 for the Minute Fund, and $225.04 for 
other causes, for a total of $655.68. 

The Executive Committee reported that 
Brethren G. W. McCarty, W. A. Crutchfield, J. I. 
Martin, W. L. Smith and W. T. Box had been em- 
ployed as missionaries, either full-time or part- 
time. "They have traveled 24,362 miles, collected 
on the field $776.16; preached 671 sermons; la- 
bored 553 days; baptised 198; received by letter 
and restoration 52; delivered 261 addresses; or- 
ganized one church with 28 members; organized 
one Sunday school. We have on hand a sufficient 
amount of funds to settle with them in full, and 
still leave a balance in hand. 

The following was presented by J. L. 
Brown and adopted: 

"Resolved, That we continue our endorse- 
ment of Eld. A. J. Diaz as our Missionary in Cuba, 
and recommend the brethren to continue sending 
contributions to help him in his work." 

During the afternoon session a resolution 
was adopted citing the fact that the American 
Baptist Publication Society "is indebted largely 
for its phenomenal success to its colportage sys- 
tem, through which men of God are sent out into 
the byways to first preach Christ, and then dis- 
tribute books and tracts." 

The resolution continued by stating "it is 
the sense of this Association that we should 
profit by this experience, and as soon as possible, 
put in operation in each Association at least one 
colportage wagon. We further recommend that 
immediate steps be taken to equip one or more 
such wagons to be under the control and direction 
of the Executive Committee...." 

Elder Ben M. Bogard, Clerk of the Execu- 
tive Committee, presented a statement of the new 
committee, outlining in part the line of work for 
the year. This included the election of the follow- 
ing missionaries: 

Eld. B. J. Mathews in the Concord Asso- 
ciation (later gave notice he could not serve); Eld. 
T. L. Thompson in the Crooked Creek and Carroll 
Co. Associations; Eld. L. M. Webb in the southern 
part of the State; Eld. J. I. Martin in the north- 
eastern part of the State; Eld. S. W. Abernathy in 
the section below Hoxie to Memphis and Forrest 
City Junction; Eld. F. P. Davis in the central part 
of the State; and Eld. J. A. Scarboro, provided he 
be endorsed by the General Association 
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The missionaries from the previous year, 
W. L. Smith, G. W. McCarty and W. A. Crutchfield, 
were endorsed to continue as missionaries for 
any time they may be able to give to the work. 

After a motion to adjourn prevailed, 
"While singing a farewell hymn the parting hand 
was taken, the last petition was made, and the 
General Association of Landmark Baptist 
Churches closed its very enjoyable and profitable 
session. Peace, harmony and a feeling of deep 
spirituality prevailed throughout the meeting, 
and all departed for their homes feeling that it 
was good to have attended the meeting, as surely 
the Lord had met his people then. 

The Treasurer's Report indicated total re- 
ceipts of $4,279.13, including $2,622.37 for State 
Missions, $357.58 for the Orphans' Home, and 
$144.78 for printing minutes. Total disburse- 
ments were $3,507.56, leaving a balance of 
$77 1:57: 


1905 at Hot Springs 

The 1905 meeting was held at the East- 
man Hotel in Hot Springs. 

Eld. W. T. Box, Morrilton was elected as 
Moderator; Eld. Ben M. Bogard, Little Rock, Ass't 
Moderator, and J.M.L. Thomasson, Monticello, 
Clerk: 

Committees were appointed to report on 
Foreign Missions, Prohibition, Publications, 
State Missions, Finances, Sunday Schools, Or- 
phans Home, and Divine Service. 

Eld. J. A. Smith, Springdale, preached at 7 
PM. 

Buckner College 

It was apparently at this meeting the As- 
sociation officially assumed responsibility for 
Buckner College, Witcherville, Sebastian Co. 

The Committee reported, "The trustees 
have by a unanimous vote turned the college over 
to the control of the General Association, and 
they ask that this association take it under its 
fostering care and give it the patronage it de- 
serves, and that suitable boarding halls be 
erected for the accommodation of the boarding 
pupils. 

"The trustees have engaged Eld. Ben M. 
Bogard to raise $10,000 to build a boarding house 
for young ladies and another for young men and 
to fully equip the college for work. We recom- 
mend that the action of the trustees be endorsed 
by the association, and that this action of the 
trustees be endorsed by the association,..." 

The motion to adopt was discussed by Eld. 
Ben M. Bogard and Loftin Quinn. The following 
resolution was the offer by the trustees of the col- 
lege to the Association: 

"Resolved, That Buckner College become 
the recipient of this aid and be known hereafter 
as the School of the Baptist General Association 
of Arkansas, and that a majority of the Board of 
Trustees be elected from the General Association. 


"Resolved, further, That after waiting a 
suitable time for the fulfillment of the aforesaid 
promises, should they not be consummated this 
action of the trustees shall be null and void; pro- 
vided that nothing in this resolution may be so 
construed as to divest the title to said property, 
and that a copy of these resolutions be furnished 
the General Association." 

The resolution was signed by J. C. 
Williamson, G. W. Speegle, and J. E. Elinor. 


Among the visitors were J. H. Milburn, 
TN; W. H. Barnes, Granite City, IL; J. T. Walker, 
TX; and J. A. Scarboro, Fulton, KY. 


The report of the Committee on Foreign 
Missions was given. The motion to adopt was dis- 
cussed by Elders W. H. Paslay, J. A. Scarboro and 
Ben M. Bogard, who offered the following: 

"We recommend that the churches of the 
association co-operate in this work with the 
General Association of Baptist Churches of the 
United States, the next session of which will be 
held in Texarkana, TX, Nov. 24, 1905." 

This recommendation was accepted by the 
committee and the whole adopted. 

This recommendation committed the 
Arkansas churches to the organization of the 
General Association (United States), which be- 
came the American Baptist Association in 1924. 

The Committee on Publications recom- 
mended "the Sunday School literature of the 
American Baptist Publications Society, until the 
Baptist Publishing Co. at Little Rock and Fulton, 
KY, shall begin publishing a Sunday School se- 
ries.” 

The following resolution was appended by 
request: 

"Seeing, as we do, the need of a Baptist pa- 
per for Arkansas through which the churches 
and the brethren can more fully communicate 
with each other and advocate more thoroughly 
our interest in Arkansas, we most earnestly re- 
quest the Baptist Publishing Companies of Little 
Rock and Fulton, KY, to take such measures as 
will restore or establish the Arkansas Baptist at 
the earliest possible moment." 

Discussed by Brethren W. M. Barker, W. R. 
Cross, W. H. Paslay, B. M. Bogard. 

The State Missions report succinctly ex- 
pressed the sentiment of those who had led in the 
organization of the State Association: 

"...the acts of associations and associa- 
tional boards and committees should always be 
governed by the will of the churches. 

"We, therefore, recommend that the mis- 
sion work of the association shall ever be kept in 
reach and under the control of the churches, co- 
operating together in this body. We recommend 
the continuance of the present plans of employ- 
ing missionaries." 
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Eld. E. A. Puthuff, editor of the Baptist 
Echo of Texas, preached on Saturday from II Cor. 
5:14 

Prof. Irby, former president of Buckner 
College, was also introduced and given the privi- 
lege of the floor. 


The Committee on Divine Service an- 
nounced the following appointments for Sunday: 
Auditorium: 11 AM W. S. Roney, 7 PM Ben M. 

Bogard 
Park Ave. Bap. Ch., B. J. Mathews, W. H. Barnes 
First Bap. Church, B. J. Mathews 
Second Bap. Church, W. M. Barker, J. A. 

Scarboro 
Malvern Hill M. E., J. H. Milburn, T. H. Carter 
So. Hot Springs M. E., Ben M. Bogard, G. W. 

McCarty 
Cumberland Pres., W. T. Box, Loftin Quinn 


The report of the Executive Committee 
was read by Eld. W. H. Paslay: 

"Carrying out the instructions of this 
body, we employed ten missionaries for a whole 
or part of the time.,... 

"Churches are being organized and Sun- 
day schools established in various communi- 
ties." 

The summary of the report included 14 
Sunday Schools organized, 39 received by bap- 
tism, 112 conversions witnesses, 80 received by 
letter, and $144.70 collected on the field. 

On Saturday night, Eld. Ben M. Bogard 
preached "a most acceptable sermon" from Heb. 
6:19. 

Trustees for Buckner College: 

Eld. W. T. Box, Morrilton; W. R. Cross, 
Magnolia, Eld. Ben M. Bogard, Little Rock; O. 
Echols, Ft. Smith; Eld. J. M. Raines, Jonesboro 

Executive Committee: 

Eld. W. T. Box, Morrilton; Eld. W. H. 
Paslay, Forrest City; Eld. Ben M. Bogard, Little 
Rock; Eld. L. Quinn, Little Rock; Eld. T. H. Carter, 
McNeil; Eld. W. M. Basker, Little Rock; W. R. 
Cross, Magnolia; O. Echols, Ft. Smith, J. M. L. 
Thomason, Monticello. 

Sunday School report: 

"We believe He has set apart the first day 
of the week as a special day to preach and teach 
His word, and we ought to gather the children to- 
gether on that day and teach them. 

"We beg you, brethren, that you keep upa 
Sunday School in your churches." 

Orphans Home report, 3 PM Sunday: 

"We recommend to the churches of this as- 
sociation that they continue their support to this 
worthy and noble enterprise, although the con- 
vention has refused us any representation on the 
Board of Management as may be seen by refer- 
ence to their minute of 1904. 

"We also recommend that all funds col- 
lected be sent to the treasurer of this General As- 
sociation, W. W. Izard, at England, AR, and that 


we request Elder Finch, the agent, that in making 
his reports of collections that they show as far as 
possible the contributions coming from the 
General Association people. 

Missionaries and work: 

DL, Serm's, Conv. Bap. Addn, SS, Chs 
J. L. Wilson 


90 14 10 6 2 2 
S. W. Abernathy 
148 67 27 104 10 4 
W. T. Box 
BS iD 30 4 
T. J. Woodard 
195m 235 5 PAA 5 teed | 
1906 Meeting 


The 1906 meeting was held at the First 
Baptist Church in Little Rock on Nov. 2-5. 

The opening devotional exercises were led 
by Eld. J. M. Raines. The Minute states the In- 
troductory Sermon was based on Romans 8:9, but 
fails to name who preached the Sermon. 

After a preliminary report of the Com- 
mittee on Enrollment, a motion prevailed that 
officers be elected by private ballot. 

While awaiting the report of the Tellers, 
visitors were called to make themselves known, 
and Eld. J. A. Scarboro responded in a short 
speech touching the principles of the General As- 
sociation as did also Eld. J. H. Milburn. 

The result of the election was: 

Moderator, Eld. J. A. Smith, Springdale; 
Assistant Moderator, W. T. Box, Morrilton; 
Clerk, J.M.L. Thomasson, Monticello; Assistant 
Clerk, J. B. Sellman, Texarkana 


During the evening session, a committee 
of five was appointed to "revise and report on the 
declaration of principles that were formerly 
adopted by the body." This committee was made 
up of Brethren C. R. Powell, W. T. Box, J. L. Brown, 
J. M. Raines and W. R. Cross. 

Other committees were appointed by the 
Moderator: 

Foreign Missions--J. B. Sellman, T. J. 
Woodard, W. H. Pasley, John McKinney and W. C. 
Hamby 

"More could be accomplished if we had 
more means for the work." However, the commit- 
tee "is glad to be able to report that our mission- 
aries in Persia and Syria and Mexico have done 
some good work during the past year. Our mis- 
sionaries also in Cuba and in China have made 
some progress. Several have professed faith in 
Christ. There has been a number of baptisms in 
all these fields and our missionaries are rejoic- 
ing. Yohonnon and wife in Persia and Jureidini 
and wife in Syria report that they are making 
friends, and that hundreds are coming to them to 
make inquiry about the Christ. Bro. Kuykendall 
and wife in Mexico write encouragingly about 
their field of work, also Bro. J. V. Dowls of China 
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and Bostic and others write us that the prospects 
for the enlargement of the work are flattering." 

The report concluded, "Your committee 
would urge that due attention be given to our for- 
eign work by all our co-operating churches and 
by us as individuals that the work may be en- 
larged and our Father in heaven and His dear Son 
glorified." ‘ 

The Committee on Education recom- 
mended "that we patronize Jacksonville Col- 
lege..." They also recommended "that overtures be 
made to Buckner College...to the end that it may 
be brought into vital connection with this 
General Association, and that a committee be ap- 
pointed to negotiate with the trustees with regard 
to the matter." 

This committee was made up of Elds. Ben 
M. Bogard, B. J. Mathews and Loftin Quinn. 

Home Missions--J. W. Sims, J. I. Martin, 
J. E. Cox, J. F. Crawford and W. F. Blevins 

The report called attention to the work 
being done by J. A. Scarboro and C. R. Powell, and 
stated, "we feel the need of having more of such 
work done, by more of such men as the above, and 
knowing that many states in the bounds of Home 
Missions have no state work in sympathy with 
our work... 

Based on this report and also the Foreign 
Mission report, it appears the work of the Gen- 
eral Association of Arkansas and the General 
Association as a whole were being considered to- 
gether in many of these reports. The Report on 
Foreign missions stated, "We have received small 
contributions for our missionaries from some 30 
states of the union--from the Dakatos and 
California in the northwest to Florida; and from 
the Virginias to the Southwest of Texas. 
Something like 3,000.00 had been sent in for the 
work. Of this amount the General Association of 
Arkansas has paid nearly $600.00." 

The report on Home Missions concluded, 
"...we must have money to support men in this 
work, we would recommend that our pastors 
teach their churches the importance and the 
needs of this work, and that our churches take 
regular collections for the same." 

State Missions--C. R. Powell, W. T. Box, J. 
L. Brown, S. W. Abernathy and William Tucker: 

"State Missions are the foundation rock 
upon which our missionary operation rests." 

After stating the opportunities available 
for state missions, the report concluded, 

"We find that our people are not as liberal 
in their contributions to this department of the 
work as they ought to be, hence we recommend a 
greater magnanimity and liberality than has 
ever before been practiced. Instead of pittance, we 
plead with the churches for a bounty. 

"We also ask that the pastors of the differ- 
ent churches represented in this body and in 
sympathy with its principles take collections at 
least quarterly, and send to our treasurer for the 
support of our missionaries. We recommend that 


the executive board of this body cultivate and 
bring about the closest possible co-operation be- 
tween the district associations of the state and 
the Baptist General Association of Arkansas." 

An offering was taken for State Missions 
amounting to $306.00 in cash and pledges. 

Temperance--J. B. Sanders, Loftin Quinn, 
J. H. Cason, T. H. Carter and G. R. Roebuck 

The Temperance Report was over three 
pages in length. It appears that much effort was 
being expended in this movement during this pe- 
riod. 

Finance--G. R. Roebuck, S. R. Smith and J. 
M. Clem 

Education--J. B. Williamson, J. M. 
Raines, J. D. Barnes, W. E. Sherrell’and J. A. 
Wheatley 

"We are glad to report that there are many 
good schools in the bounds of this body, but pos- 
sibly none that would be of such import to us as 
could Buckner College, provided the proper steps 
are taken, we therefore recommend that such 
steps be taken as will make said College stand as 
a monument to the memory of this Association 
when we have crossed over the river." 

Sunday Schools--A. F. Willis, J. A. 
Wheatley, R. L. Powell, T. J. Gunn, and T. G. Mor- 
gan. 


The body proceeded with the mass meet- 
ing scheduled in the interest of the Baptist Pub- 
lishing Company. Elder Ben M. Bogard was called 
upon to state the object in view in the or- 
ganization of the Baptist Publishing Company. 
This he did clearly. Eld. C. R. Powell also spoke in 
the interest of the Company explaining fully the 
present condition of “affairs... W: .Ri Cross; 
President of the Company, spoke of the difficul- 
ties with which management had had to contend, 
and urged the brethren to take stock and also to 
stand by our paper, The Arkansas Baptist. 

The report of the Executive Committee 
stated that nine missionaries had worked during 
the whole or part of the year. These nine were: 

Eld. Oscar Reynolds, worked only ten days 
in the eastern part of the state, but was not ready 
to go out of the pastorate. 

Eld. M. A. Pillars worked for about two 
months in the western part of the State. One 
church and Sunday school were organized. 

Eld. T. J. Woodard spent the whole year in 
building up the work in Ft. Smith 

Eld. J. B. Sellman worked in the South- 
west part of the State, especially in Texarkana. 

Eld. W. T. Box devoted part of his time to 
work in the Central part of the State. 

Eld. J. I. Martin devoted practically all 
his time to work in the Northeastern, Central, 
and Northwestern part of the State. He had orga- 
nized two churches. 

Eld. S. W. Abernathy has been exception- 
ally active and the results of a fine year's work is 
before us. He reported 172 professed conversions 
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and 84 baptisms, and had organized four 
churches and twelve Sunday schools. 

Eld. Loftin Quinn has put his best energy 
in the central part of the State. He reported 130 
professed conversions and 84 baptisms. 

Eld. M. B. McIntire had been hard at work 
in the North-Central part of the State. He re- 
ported 57 professed conversions and 36 baptisms. 

The totals were 453 professed conver- 
sions, 256 baptisms, 7 churches and 15 Sunday 
schools organized. These missionaries had col- 
lected $446.64 toward their salaries. 


A resolution was presented by Eld. Ben M. 
Bogard calling for a committee to be known as an 
Orphans Home Finding Committee, whose duty 
would be to find orphan children and then find 
homes for them. Then apparently the first move 
was made to establish an Orphans' Home as the 
resolution continued, "The further duty of this 
committee shall be to take steps to the estab- 
lishment of a permanent Orphans Home under 
the control and supervision and of the Arkansas 
Baptist General Association." 


The following preachers were designated 
to preach on Sunday: Elders W. M. Barker, A. B. 
Scofield, J. L. Brown, J. H. Piper, W. M. Kelley, W. 
M. Hicks, J. B. Sellman, J. W. Sims, W. T. Box, J. 
M. Rains, S. W. Abernathy, J. A. Scarboro and J. 
A. Smith. Services were held at First Baptist, 
Bethlehem, Argenta, Baring Cross, Dyers Chapel, 
Gardner Memorial, and Second Baptist Church. 


The first order of business on Monday was 
the Orphans' Home report. It was recommended 
"that the churches in this Association foster the 
Orphans Home at Monticello, as they have done 
(until we can establish one of our own)... 

The report continued, "We recommend the 
appointment of a committee to look out for a 
suitable place for the establishing of a Home as 
soon as practicable, they shall be empowered to 
receive proposals and gifts for the same, and 
make report at the next meeting of this body. 
They may confer with the executive committee of 
this body in regard to the work assigned them." 

The Committee on Publications stated, 
"we heartily recommend and support the 
Arkansas Baptist, also the Flag published at Ful- 
ton, Ky., and The Gospel Missionary published at 
Mexico, Mo., and other papers, books or tracts 
that are helping us to fight for the cause of truth 
and are setting forth and contending for the prin- 
ciples of Landmarkism, the Bible plan of mission 
work as taught in the New Testament Scriptures 
and as followed and carried out by our forefa- 
thers. 

"We would further recommend that our 
ministers and Churches encourage and help build 
and maintain a publishing house where good 
sound Scriptural literature can at all times be 
procured, especially for our Sunday Schools..." 


The Committee on Revision of Statement 
of Principles reported: 

Article I changed the name to the State 
Association of Arkansas Baptist Churches. 

Article IV read, "Each regular Baptist 
church co-operating in the work of this associa- 
tion is entitled to three messengers, whose quali- 
fications are to be determined by the churches 
choosing them. 

Article VII provided for three standing 
committees: 

1. An Executive Committee of nine mem- 
bers and the officers of the body, "whose duty it 
shall be to execute the will of the co-operating 
churches in locating and occupying fields, rais- 
ing funds and in the distribution of informa- 
LION cn 

2. An Orphans Home Committee consist- 
ing of five members "whose duty it shall be to aid 
the co-operating churches in finding and sup- 
porting indigent widows and orphans...." 

3. An Educational Committee composed 
of five members "whose duty it will be to serve the 
co-operating churches, fostering Buckner College 
and other schools that may come under their fos- 
tering care;..." 

Article X stated, "This Association may 
elect annually two or more Evangelists, who will 
work in the State under the supervision of the 
Executive Committee, and they will report 
monthly to the Clerk of the Committee." 


The following were elected to the Execu- 
tive Committee: J. L. Brown, C. R. Powell, W. R. 
Cross, Jd. H:. Cason; T.«H. Canter; We Haseasley- 
Loftin Quinn, William Tucker, J. B. Sellman. 

G. R. Roebuck was elected as treasurer. 

The following were elected to the Com- 
mittee on Education: W. T. Box, Ben M. Bogard, J. 
B. Williamson, J. A. Smith, C. R. Powell. 

The following were elected to the Com- 
mittee on Orphans Home: J. A. Smith, T. H. 
Carter, T. J. Woodford, J. B. Sanders, G. R. Roe- 
buck, J. B. Sellman, W. R. Cross. 

Elders A. B. Scofield and J. H. Milburn 
were elected as Evangelists. Their salaries were 
fixed at $1,000 each for the full year, and their ac- 
tual railroad fare. 

The final enrollment figures showed 132 
churches, representing 30 local associations. 


Sixth Annual Session--1907 

This meeting began on Friday, Nov. l, 
with the church at Benton. 

Elder T. F. Moore of Martin, Tenn. was 
elected to preach the introductory sermon. His 
message was preceded by a quartet from Buckner 
College. The title of the message was "The Why of 
the Baptist Church." The clerk noted, "The ser- 
mon was a clear and grand exposition of the 
principles of the Baptists." 

Eld. T. F. Moore announced himself as 
representative of The Baptist Flag. Eld. C. R. 
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Powell was allowed time to speak for the Baptist 
Publishing Co., and especially the Arkansas 
Baptist. 

The following officers were elected: 

Moderator, Ben M. Bogard; Assistant 
Moderator, J. A. Smith; Clerk, W. T. Gann; Assis- 
tant Clerk, J.M.L. Thomasson; Treasurer, G. R. 
Roebuck ; 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Order of Business--Bros. J. A. Smith, T. H. 
Carter, J. I. Martin, W. T. Box, S. W. Abernathy 
and C. R. Powell 

Committee on Finance--J.M.P. Hawkins, 
R. C. Walker, and A. B. Shockley 

State Missions--W. T. Box, Loftin Quinn, 
B. F. Holdford, J. A. Smith and W. R. Story 

The report recommended a salary not to 
exceed $75.00 per month for work actually done. 
It was also recommended "that the churches in 
setting apart missionaries be careful to put for- 
ward only such men as are sound in the faith, as 
we hold it, and as are competent to explain the 
differences between our principles and the meth- 
ods adopted by the State Convention.” 

Foreign Missions--J. B. Sellman, T. H. 
Carter, C. C. Winters, J. B. Sanders and John E. 
Cox 

"In Urmia, Persia, we have our noble, con- 
secrated Bro. I. N. Yohannon, who is doing a fine 
work. This year he has had several professions, 
and has baptized several into the church. He has 
established a school in connection with the mis- 
sion which he reports is doing well. In Syria Bro. 
S. M. Jereidini is doing good work at Beyrout. He 
writes his mission is doing well. In China Bro. J. 
V. Dawes, Wm. King, Miss Blanche Walker and 
others are doing good work. Bro. D. L. Bible and 
Sister Jennie Edwards report their work in good 
condition in Maril, Cuba. During the early part of 
the year Bro. W. H. Kuykendall did some good 
work in Mexico. All these points need to be en- 
larged, and our missionaries seem to need more 
help to make their fields what they desire. 

Your committee would recommend that 
our pastors lay the matter of Foreign Missions 
upon the hearts of their people and insist upon 
every member of their churches giving something 
to this worthy work. 

We would further recommend that our 
brethren and churches remember the Yohannon 
and Jureidini Chapel Fund and give some help to 
this fund at their earliest convenience to assist 
these good men in building meeting houses for 
the good of their work. 

Temperance--C. R. Powell, W. L. Smith, 
and J. V. Byers 

Home Missions--W. H. Pasley, M. E. 
sherrel-d 2. Marin, oy Ly Brown ang 2. bn 
Howard 

This Committee report stated that Home 
Missions, "means missions to all America." The 
report cited the work being done by Bro. J. A. 


Scarboro of Georgia, W. J. Parmely of Oklahoma, 
and H. A. Rhosto of Louisiana. The report contin- 
ued, "We are needing more such work and such as 
these men are doing. We should increase our 
workers. To do this there must be more money; 
for men cannot work without a support. We would 
recommend that our churches give more to carry 
on this work. We would especially request that all 
our people inform themselves and especially the 
pastors and preachers, and preach on this sub- 
ject! 
: Publications--W. R. Cross, R. F. Russel, 
Joshua Halbert, W. A. Crutchfield, and S. F. Funk 
"In the Arkansas Baptist we have a paper 
that is an open letter to the world that stands 
ready and willing to defend God's truth and ex- 
pose error in all forms...We feel that the interest 
of the General Association and the Baptist Pub- 
lishing Company are so closely connected in aim 
and purpose that the life of one depends largely 
upon the life of the other. If the Association is to 
thrive and win in the propagation of God's truth 
as is our duty and privilege to do, then we must 
have a strong Baptist paper and sound Sunday 
School literature, and in order to have these the 
Baptist Publishing Company needs more capital 
that the necessary needs of our general Associa- 
tion Baptists may be met, and we ask all who can, 
that loves the cause of Christ to take the 
Arkansas Baptist...and take a good block of stock 
so that the Company can raise at least $10,000 
more stock, enabling it to increase its circulation 
as a paper and to publish sound Baptist, Land- 
mark Sunday School literature." 


A resolution offered by W. R. Story passed, 
"That in order that our children as well as others, 
get a more thorough knowledge of our principles 
as taught in the scriptures, that we urge all the 
churches to organize Sunday Schools, and that 
we recommend that the Baptist Publishing 
Company prepare at once the necessary litera- 
tares 

The Friday evening message was delivered 
by Eld. J. B. Sellman from John 5:39. On 
Saturday morning the three-page report of the 
Anti-Saloon League was read by Eld. W. M. Pin- 
son. 

The Report of the Committee on Educa- 
tion and the report of Buckner College were read 
and discussed together. President Ainley of 
Buckner College "made a very clear and concise 
statement in regard to what he had been teaching 
at Buckner, stating emphatically that he had 
taught only sound, land mark, Baptist doctrine." 

On the recommendation of the State As- 
sociation, C. R. Powell was elected to the Board of 
Trustees of Buckner College, and also as Finan- 
cial Agent for the school. Bro. Powell challenged 
the local area to raise $2,500 toward the building, 
and stated he would then ask "the Landmark 
Baptists of the State to erect a $10,000 brick or 
stone building." The local interests in Sebastian 
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County raised an additional $2,500 and Powell 
agreed to try for a $20,000 building. The report 
stated, "Eld. Ben M. Bogard was recommended to 
the trustees of Buckner College, and was elected 
assistant Financial Agent. He has been on the 
field for several months, but he has not met with 
the encouragement from the pastors and 
churches that the cause he represents demands. 

The report continued, "The $2,000 in Se- 
bastian county can be collected only after this 
Association has shown its interest in the school 
in a financial way. We recommend therefore, 
that steps be now taken whereby $2,000 can be 
turned over to the Trustees of Buckner College in 
the next thirty days." 

The report of President Ainley was 2.5 
pages in length. He stated, "The history of the col- 
lege has been one of struggle and effort. The past 
is our legacy. The last thirty years have been 
filled with sacrifice." 

"The Baptist General Association of the 
State of Arkansas while having nothing to do 
with the past, yet because of the continuance of 
the work, naturally falls heir to the rich legacy 
which the past has brought." He then stated the 
good he felt the College had done for the area. 

He also stated the need of a "Ministerial 
Fund" to reimburse the tuition of theological 
students, who were admitted without paying tu- 
ition. The report was concluded by reporting an 
enrollment of 7 Theological students, 26 colle- 
giate students, and 6 music students, four other 
faculty members, and a lecture faculty made up of 
C. R. Powell, B. M. Bogard, B. M. Barker, and Miss 
Cross. 

The only positive reaction as recorded in 
the minutes was an amendment, "That the first 
church meeting day in January of each year be 
‘Buckner Day' to aid Ministerial Education." 

The Orphans Home report stated, "your 
committee would suggest that this association of 
churches begin at once and locate, establish and 
build up an Orphans' Home to be under the con- 
trol and management of the State Association of 
Baptist churches of Arkansas." The report also 
suggested the home be located at Texarkana and a 
committee of five trustees be elected "to purchase 
land and arrange a home, manage said home and 
receive, collect, and apply said funds for the 
building up and maintaining the same. Look af- 
ter other interests of said home, keeping a faith- 
ful record of all receipts and disbursements and 
report the same to this association annually. 
Said committee shall take all deeds and charters 
for property purchased for the Orphanage of this 
association in their name only as trustees and 
their successors. The title being vested in the co- 
operating churches of this association forever. 
Said trustees shall in person, by agent or other- 
wise, keep a constant look-out for helpless chil- 
dren and place then in said Home as soon as suit- 
able arrangements can be made." 


As suggested by the report, the Associa- 
tion selected Bro. J. B. Sellman to "take charge of 
the Home for the coming year." Elected as trustees 
were: GC, Ri Powell, W. .Ro Crossajh Carters ar: 
Story and J. W. Sims. 


The Executive Committee reported, "Since 
our first meeting we have endorsed only such 
men as had been appointed to this work by their 
churches. The Lord has greatly blessed the labors 
of our missionaries in the conversions of the 
lost, and in the building up of the waste places in 
Zion. Twelve missionaries and evangelists have 
been at work all or part of the time during the 
year. They have gone into almost every county in 
the State sowing the seed of the kingdom. They 
have been received gladly wherever they have 
gone. The demands on our missionaries have 
been greater than they could meet. 

The twelve missionaries labored 1391 
days, witnessed 406 conversions, received 208 by 
letter and 368 by baptism, organized 8 churches 
and two Sunday Schools. 


Those selected to preach on Sunday were: 
Elders C. R. Powell, J. L. Brown, J. H. Milburn, A. 
H. Autry, B. M. Bogard, C. C. Winters, and J. W. 
Sims. Preaching services were conducted at the 
Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches. 
Before the preaching services, a Sunday School 
Mass Meeting was conducted by Superintendent 
D. M. Cloud of the Benton Church. 

During the business on Monday, an un- 
specified amendment was made to the Orphan's 
Home report. 

A motion prevailed that a Fraternal 
Committee be appointed to meet with the Okla- 
homa Association. Those volunteering to attend 
were Brethren J. E: Cox; C. R. Powell, J; BysSell- 
man, H:W.C: Ainley; C..C. Winters .se be Pimic 
John McKinney, J. S. Hamilton, and Sisters 
Willie Cross and A. L. Crudup. 

Motion by C. C. Winters that a committee 
be appointed to confer with the Texas and Okla- 
homa Associations and to invite them to help in 
building up Buckner College at Witcherville, 
Ark., and the Orphans' Home at Texarkana. 

Motion prevailed that the Moderator ap- 
point a committee to attend the Texas Associa- 
tion next year. J. A. Smith, C. R. Powell, and C. C. 
Winters were appointed. 

Two motions prevailed that laid a founda- 
tion for our present understanding of the nature 
of associations and their committees. The mo- 
tion prevailed that the word "supervise" as found 
in Article 10 of our statement of principles be 
corrected to read, To work with the counsel and 
co-operation of the Executive Committee." A res- 
olution was adopted "that any co-operating 
church, who may want a member on the Execu- 
tive Committee may select one. 

The following were elected to the Execu- 
tive Committee: William Tucker, J. L. Brown, J. 
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W. Sims, C. C. Winters, W. R. Cross, J. A. Smith, C. 
R. Powell, T. H. Carter and Loftin Quinn. 

Second Baptist at Malvern was selected as 
the next meeting place. 

A motion prevailed that the proceedings 
of the Ladies' Auxiliary meeting be reported in 
the minutes. 

The Treasurer's report showed $1718.91 
collected and disbursed, $1769.62 collected on the 
field by the missionaries, and $1003.46 received 
from the Finance Committee, for a total of 
$4491.99. 

Eld. J. L. Brown was elected to preach the 
Introductory Sermon, with Eld. W. T. Box as the 
alternate. 

A motion prevailed for the appointment 
of a standing committee on Education. Those ap- 
pointed were Elders J. A. Smith, W. T. Box, C. R. 
Powell, J. B. Sellman, and J. E. Cox. 

The report on enrollment showed 158 
churches from 31 local associations. 


1908 at Malvern 

We have no minute for the 1908 session. 
The following report was published in the 
Malvern, AR, Meteor. 

October 30, 1908: 

Today (Friday) the State Baptist Associa- 
tion, composed of between 200 and 400 delegates, 
will assemble at the Clardy Rink, and hold a four 
days session. Some of the most brilliant men of 
the denomination will be present. 

November 6, 1908: 

The State Baptist Association with an en- 
rollment of 300 delegates or more ... met at 
Clardy's Rink (Malvern) at 10 AM, Friday. 

It was called to order by Dr. B. M. Bogard, 
of Little Rock, Temporary Moderator, who stated 
the objectives of the meeting. 

Following the appointment of committees 
on enrollment and divine service, an able and 
eloquent sermon was preached by Rev. J. L. 
Brown of Charlotte, AR. 

In the afternoon a permanent organiza- 
tion was effected by the election of Dr. B. M. Bog- 
ard, Moderator; Rev. W. R. Cross, Assistant Mod- 
erator: W. L. Gann, Clerk; G. R. Robuck, Assistant 
Clerk. 

A committee was appointed, composed of 
C. R, Cross, Rev. E. R. Carswell, Profs. Langston 
and Vermillion looking to the founding of a Bible 
Institute at Little Rock. On Invitation, the associ- 
ation was addressed on education and other sub- 
jects by Rev. Carswell and Profs. Langston and 
Vermillion. 

Friday night services were conducted by 
the visiting ministers at a number of churches in 
the city. 

The second day of the seventh annual ses- 
sion was spent in hearing the various reports and 
the discussion of new plans regarding the 
schools, churches, Sunday school work and rou- 
tine business. 


Education Committee report: 

The Committee on Education recom- 
mended the Mountain Home Academy, Buckner 
College, and Union High School, all of which are 
under the auspices of the Association. The com- 
mittee unites in asking for these institutions the 
support of all Landmark Baptists. 

Executive Committee report: 

The report of the Executive Committee 
shows a marked increase in church work among 
Landmark Baptists in the State. 

The number of sermons and addresses 
during the year were 1613; days labored 1282; 
conversions 592; baptized 366; additions by letter 
265; total additions 631; Sunday schools orga- 
nized 15; churches organized 9; amount collected 
on field by missionaries $1,093.63. 

The latter, however, does not include all 
the reports. 

The committee recommends an increase 
of men in the field and urges the churches to take 
frequent collections for the associational work. 


A feature of Saturday's program was the 
sale of 36 town lots at Witcherville, Ark., for the 
benefit of Buckner College. These brought $50.00 
each. 

At the rink Sunday morning, preceding 
the 11:00 service, a collection was taken for the 
Orphan's Home at Texarkana, the aggregate of 
which amounted to something over $1,000. 

Services were conducted at the rink and 
various churches Sunday as follows: 

At Convention Hall, Rev. C. R. Carswell at 
11 AM; Rev. J. L. Brown at 3:30 PM, and Rev. C. 
Powell at night 

At M. E. Church, Rev. Ben M. Bogard at 11 
AM, Rev. M. P. Matheny at night 

At First Baptist Church, Rev. W. M. Webb 
at 11 AM, Rev. J. M. Newman at night 

The Presbyterian Church, Dr. W. A. Clark 
at 11 AM, Rev. T. A. Ballard at night 

At Colored Baptist Church, Rev. J. B. 
Sellman at 11 AM, Rev. B. F. Holdford at night 

Colored M. E. Church, Rev. W. A. Banithy 
at 11 AM 

Following the conclusion of the services 
Sunday night, after the transaction of consider- 
able business, the meeting of the Association was 
adjourned. 


1909 Session-Forrest City 

The meeting was called to order by the 
former Moderator, Ben M. Bogard. Devotional 
exercises were led by W. R. Story, of Hope. 

The Moderator made touching remarks 
concerning the venerable and afflicted Eld. W. H. 
Pasley, of Forrest City. 

In the absence of the one elected for the 
Introductory Sermon, Bro. M. P. Matheny, pastor 
of Argenta Church, was appointed, and preached 
most acceptably from Prov. 22:28. 
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A motion prevailed to elect officers with 
nomination. While the count was being made, the 
Moderator introduced Eld. J. T. Moore, late of 
Prineville, Ore., now of Little Rock, who made a 
brief address concerning conditions on the Pa- 
cific coast. Brethren G. G. Wray and S. D. Sawyer, 
missionaries of the Association also spoke 
briefly of the work on their fields. 

The tellers reported the following elected: 

Moderator, W. R. Cross; Assistant Moder- 
ator, J. L. Brown; Clerk, J. A. Scarboro; Assistant 
Clerk, C. R. Powell 


Preaching at this meeting were Elders J. 
A. Scearboro, G. S. Anderson, J. L. Brown, and Ben 
M. Bogard, from Matt. 28:18-20. A Temperance 
Mass-meeting was conducted at 3 PM on Sunday 
by C. R. Powell, State Superintendent of the Anti- 
Saloon League. 

Bro. J. W. Sims, Treasurer of the Orphans' 
Home, read his report, which showed $3,527.78 
received from all sources. Subscriptions were 
taken for the Home amounting to $485.00. 

T. F. Moore, editor of the Baptist Flag, 
Fulton, KY was welcomed to a seat in the Associ- 
ation. 

The Report on Home Missions was read by 
Eld. M. P. Matheny, chairman of the committee. 
Several statements in the report indicate the 
convictions of those who led the Association in 
its formative years. The report included these 
words, "Home Missions, with Landmark Bap- 
tists, means the carrying out this commission in 
the United States. The commission in the hands 
of churches means contending earnestly for the 
Faith once for all delivered unto the saints, but 
the modern conception of that commission 
means the exploitation of the churches by out- 
side, irresponsible human organizations which 
usurp the prerogative of the Holy Spirit and seek 
to build up an episcopacy over Baptist churches 
and preachers and use them for glorification and 
gain of men and the establishment of all sorts of 
subsidizing agencies which are intended to en- 
trench them in positions of greater power... We 
urge our churches and pastors to secure the Bap- 
tist Mission Bulletin, issued by the Committee on 
Information of the General Association, and 
through that and every other way inform them- 
selves as to the work along Home Mission lines 
and to co-operate by prayer and money with the 
noble struggling band who are contending 
against great odds in trying to maintain New 
Testament teaching and practice." 

The Report on Foreign Missions was read 
by Eld. Ben M. Bogard, chairman of the commit- 
tee: 

"We have missionaries in China, Persia, 
Syria, and Mexico. The State Association works 
in co-operation with the General Association. We 
note with pleasure that the work is widening and 
growing in interest. 


"We further recommend that collections 
be taken in all the churches and that the money 
raised be either sent to the treasurer of the Gen- 
eral Association, but if not sent to the treasurer, 
that the contribution be at least reported to the 
treasurer so that a record of our work may be 
kept." 

The Report on Woman's Work was read by 
Eld. C. C. Winters: 

"We rejoice at the good work the women 
are doing and recommend an enlargement of the 
work. We especially commend their Bible and 
Tract fund and recommend that they push forth 
this feature of their work especially. 

"We recommend that pastors encourage 
the formation of Ladies' Auxiliaries in their 
churches." 

A request from the Woman's Auxiliary 
was presented by Mrs. Willie Cross Newman, re- 
questing the pastors to urge the formation of 
Ladies Auxiliaries in every church. The Modera- 
tor requested that all the pastors who would 
comply with the request would stand up, where- 
upon the pastors arose en masse. 


The report of the Publication Committee 
indicated that a partial supply of sound Land- 
mark Baptist Sunday School literature was then 
available "and creditably informed that the con- 
cern will have out a full supply, save the cards for 
little folks, by December 15, and we wish to say, 
so far as we have examined this literature, it is 
Landmark to the core,... 

"We heartily recommend The Arkansas 
Baptist, which has stood unflinchingly all these 
years for Landmark Baptist principles and we are 
glad to say that it has a wider circulation now 
than’every before... 

"We further recommend that we have a 
Mission Department in the Arkansas Baptist 
that the Mission work may be kept before the 
churches of this Association...And if there are 
those who wish to take any other paper aside 
from our State paper we would heartily recom- 
mend The Baptist Flag published at Fulton, Ky., 
edited by Bro. T. F. Moore, or The Mission Bul- 
letin, edited by Eld. C. R. Powell, Little Rock, and 
we also recommend Bro. J. A. Scarboro's Maga- 
zine, published at Magnolia. 


The Report on State Missions was read by 
E. R. Carswell. That report stated, "During the 
year, now past, our four State Missionaries have 
wrought heroically and God's seal of approval 
has been signally set upon their self-denying 
labors. Baptisms, 278; collections on the field, 
$556.00. 

"Three classes of work seem demanded if 
we are able to occupy our State field and bring it 
to a glorious harvest. 

1. To supply the actual destitution exist- 


ing. 
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2. To inaugurate some method and means 
for the better equipment of our workers. 

3. And the adoption and vigorous prosecu- 
tion of a plan by which to get into communica- 
tion with our scattered Landmark Baptist 
brethren throughout the State and for securing 
their co-operation with the Association. 

Your committee is agreed, further, in rec- 
ommending an advance movement along these 
two lines: 

1. That steps be taken to establish a Cen- 
tral Bible School and to conduct a series of Bible 
Institutes over the State, for the better equipment 
of such ministers and workers as may need and 
desire such. 

2. And that we secure as one of our State 
Missionaries the strongest man available to cir- 
culate among the churches, giving out Mission 
information, informing the churches as to the 
nature and status of our Mission controversy, 
and, where advisable, to assist in organizing 
Landmark churches to co-operate with us in our 
great work." 

In connection, the report of the Executive 
Committee was read by Ben M. Bogard. That re- 
port summarized the work of Missionaries G. G. 
Wray, B. F. Holford, S. D. Sawyer, A. F. Willis and 
S. W. Abernathy. These missionaries preached 
687 sermons, witnessed 360 professions, baptized 
273, organized 6 churches and 12 Sunday 
Schools, and $540.91 collected on the field for 
personal salaries. 

"The Committee rejoices in the fact that 
all debts are paid and the prospects are bright for 
the future." 

The Report on Education was read by J. M. 
Langston, chairman of the committee: 

"The time is now upon us, as Landmark 
Baptists, when we must act vigorously and 
thoughtfully on this all important subject. We 
can no longer play with the subject...As Land- 
mark Baptists we must decide upon some plan of 
procedure and at once take up the work in good 
faith." 

In connection with the same, a proposi- 
tion from the Big Creek Baptist Church, Sheri- 
dan, "to erect a college building on a ten acre 
campus at Sheridan, Ark., not to cost less than 
$10,000, and present both building and ground 
out of debt to the Landmark Baptist churches 
composing the State Association, and the deed to 
said ground shall be so made and shall be the 
property of said churches so long as said college 
shall be maintained by them...And we further 
agree to raise said money in Sheridan and the 
Pine Bluff Association." 

The report of the trustees of Buckner Col- 
lege was read by Bro. J. W. Goolsby. The trustees 
stated, "we find the school is being conducted 
along lines entirely consistent with Baptist 
principles, that a good educational interest is 
manifested and we point with pride to the success 
of the school." The report also stated the resident 


members of the Board "have permitted the public 
school at Witcherville to occupy two rooms of the 
college and the public school is now being taught 
in said rooms... 

"It was unanimously decided by this 
Board to begin active operations towards the 
completion of the new building now in progress 
of construction on March 1st, 1910, and have it 
completed and ready for occupancy in time for 
the opening of the 1910-11 school year." A follow- 
ing resolution was offered stating that $5,000 to 
$7,000 would complete the building, and setting 
January 16, 1910 as Buckner College Day. It was 
suggested that on that day "every friend of the 
Landmark Baptist cause...is hereby requested to 
send on that day to said school the price of one 
day's work, such an offering to be used as a build- 
ing fund." 

Apparently that resolution passed. How- 
ever, another resolution was offered by C. R. 
Powell, establishing a Board of Trustees to con- 
sider the whole question of the establishment of 
a Bible School. The resolution began, "Whereas, 
we all see and feel the need of a school centrally 
located with a sane and sound theological de- 
partment..." This board was to "advertise the fact 
that such a school is to be founded, select the lo- 
cation of the school, name the school, elect a 
president and faculty, erect necessary buildings, 
and finally to report their labors to the next an- 
nual meeting. The board was "instructed and em- 
powered to begin their labors immediately, and 
to push with all possible rapidity the work com- 
mittee to it. This board was composed of M. P. 
Matheny, Ben M. Bogard, R. C. Walker, R. R. 
Adams, E. T. Sears, W. M. Webb, W. R. Cross, C. C. 
Winters, F. P. Davis, J. M. Langston, S. D. Sawyer, 
D. M. Cloud, E. R. Carswell, W. A. Crutchfield, C. 
R. Powell, and J. A. Scarboro. 

It should be apparent the location was a 
consideration, but the language would also sug- 
gest a question concerning the theological de- 
partment of Buckner College. Although this 
board was given broad authority in beginning 
work immediately, and what appeared to be an 
excellent offer was being made by Big Creek 
Church, it was the fall of 1919 before the move 
began here became a reality. 


The Sunday Schools report stated, "We 
urge all our churches, where it is possible, to or- 
ganize and maintain Sunday schools. We believe 
that Landmark Baptists hold and are contending 
for 'the faith once for all delivered unto the 
saints,’ and that if ever the truth of God in its 
fullness is taught they will do it. We, therefore, 
urge our Sunday School Concern to get out a com- 
plete Sunday School Literature,... 


The Report of the Board of Trustees of the 
Orphan's Home at Texarkana was read by C. R. 
Powell. The report in the 1907 minute authorized 
the purchase of property and establishment of 
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the home. This 1909 report stated, "We have much 
to rejoice over in regard to our orphanage. First, I 
will say the Home needs only to be seen to be fully 
appreciated...On February 18th, or about that 
time, when the present manager moved in, we 
found we had comparatively nothing in the Home 
except children. Thanks be to God, we now have 
the Home very well furnished...As to the running 
expenses of the Home, they are all paid up to the 
first day of this month... 

The report stated that $2,130.51 had been 
paid on the purchase price of the home since the 
last report, and a grand total of $3,753.81 had 
been received during the year. 

"But brethren, we have a note for one 
thousand dollars and interest on it for one 
year,...also the interest on the unmatured notes 
will be due at the same time, making in all about 
$1,400.00 due just after Christmas...Brethren, it 
is going to take a strong pull, a united pull, yea, it 
is going to take some noble contributions to meet 
this. Small gifts will not do, but large ones we 
must have. May God touch every purse-string 
here, so that we may have arrangements made in 
cash and pledges for the full amount before we 
leave this Association...By the help of God we are 
going to come out." 


The following were selected to the Execu- 
tive Committee by ballot: 

Ben M. Bogard, Little Rock; M. P. Math- 
eny, Argenta; J. L. Brown, Charlotte; J. A. Scar- 
boro, Magnolia; W. R. Cross, Magnolia; C. C. Win- 
ters, McNeil; William Tucker, Bauxite; T. H. 
Carter, Texarkana; G. R. Roebuck, Haynes. 

Treasurer G. R. Roebuck read his report 
and it was adopted. He showed that $2,149.03 was 
collected with a $621.62 balance. 

Elected as Trustees of Buckner College 
meter hi Po Matheny, vArgenta:v. iH. Carter, 
Texarkana; and C. C. Winters, McNeil. 

The invitation of Big Creek Church, 
Sheridan, as the next meeting place for the As- 
sociation was accepted. Eld. William Tucker was 
elected to preach the Introductory Sermon, with 
Eld. J. L. Brown as alternate. 

The enrollment report listed 97 churches 
from 27 local associations. 


1910 Meeting--Ninth Annual Session 

This meeting was held on Nov. 10-13 in 
the meeting house of the Big Creek Baptist 
Church in Sheridan. The Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Eld. William Tucker of Bauxite. 

The following officers were elected: 

Moderator, Eld. J. L. Brown, Charlotte; 
Assistant Moderator, Eld. W. R. Cross, Magnolia; 
Clerk, Eld. C. R. Powell, Little Rock; Assistant 
Clerk, Eld. J. A. Scarboro, Magnolia 


Those preaching at this meeting included 
Elders L. S. Ballard, Argenta; J. W. Sims, Marvell; 
J. L. Brown, Charlotte; Ben M. Bogard, J. A. 


Scarboro, G. S. Anderson, W. A. Crutchfield, W. T. 
Box and W. E. Sherrill. 

The moderator announced the following 
committees: 

Finance--A. B. Shockley, J. L. Lybrand 
and J. F. Crawford. 

Publication--J. A. Scarboro, W. T. Box, T. 
H. Carter, J. I. Martin, and W. B. McCool. 

Home and Foreign Missions--J. A. Scar- 
boro, L. S. Ballard, J. H. Marler, William Tucker, 
E. L. Page, T. K. Speakman and J. E. Cox. Their 
report stated,: 

"We need simple, plain, practical econom- 
ical co-operation between the churches in the 
work of each department, without conflict and 
overlapping, so that all may understand the work 
intelligently. Exclusive of local and State associ- 
ational work, little has been done this year by 
our people on the home field, the contributions 
have been very small, and while many requests 
have been made for help, the failure to provide 
funds has practically driven the workers from 
the home field...We urge that the Home Mission 
work of the General Association be presented to 
the churches so that funds may be raised for its 
support. 

"The General Association is supporting 
missionaries in Persia, Syria, and Mexico, and 
the reports are encouraging from all fields. We 
need to harmonize our efforts in raising and dis- 
bursing funds, so that the needs of each field may 
be known, and the efforts of the workers intelli- 
gently applied. 

Temperance--W. T. Box, L. S. Ballard, J. 
M. Raines, Joshua Halbert and Eugene Winston. 

Education--M. P. Matheny, G. S. Ander- 
son, H. E. Marsh, Tom Morgan and H. A. Dodd. 

State Missions--T. H. Carter, W. E. Sher- 
rill, B. F. Holdford, W. A. Crutchfield and Henry 
Donham. 

Orphans' Home--W. R. Story, J. W. Sims 
and W. R. Cross. 

This committee reported twenty-one chil- 
dren in the home, and "everyone that was old 
enough has this year professed faith in Christ, 
and been baptized and united with the church." 
The report stated the bills were paid and $750.00 
had been paid on the $1,000 note that would be 
due in January. 

It was estimated that $900 would be re- 
quired to pay off the note, pay interest on other 
obligations and insurance, and supply the regu- 
lar expenses for two months. Therefore, the 
committee challenged the messengers to raise 
$800 in cash and pledges. 

It was also reported that Texarkana "is 
building all around the home, by virtue of which 
our property has increased in value, to almost 
double what it cost... the city of Texarkana is now 
asking that we improve the Home, in accord with 
the improvements around it. We hereby recom- 
mend that we do this, as the city promised to help 
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us to a large amount if we will make this im- 
provement." 

The trustees reported, "Brother and Sister 
Carter have been faithful to the Home, for which 
service we have paid them $40.00 per month and 
boarded them and children. 

"We haven't made much permanent im- 
provement in the home this year, but now rec- 
ommend, if the money sufficient comes into the 
hands of the Treasurer, that we will make some 
improvement as soon as possible--such as build- 
ing a front gallery or porch, and placing a neat 
yard fence around the Home, and such other 
small expenses as may be absolutely necessary. 

The financial report showed $3,951.37 
was received and $4,162.44 had been paid out, 
with a balance of $101.23. 

Sunday Schools--W. A. Crutchfield, J. M. 
Raines, Wa. E-Sherrill, J] WwW. Kelley andiC. Bb. 
Medlin. Their report stated, 

"Therefore, we recommend that every 
church, where it is possible, strive to maintain 
an evergreen (year round) Sunday school. 

"And we further recommend, that in or- 
ganizing Sunday schools, that the church safe- 
guard the character of teachers and character of 
literature taught. We recommend strict Land- 
mark literature, which can be had by sending to 
The Landmark Sunday School concern... 

"We hereby also recommend that each and 
every Sunday school establish a library as soon 
as possible. 


On motion the messengers went into the 
selection of four missionaries, which resulted as 
follows: W. E. Sherrill, Melbourn; C. R. Pole, Ha- 
worth, Okla.; J. L. Brown, Charlotte; B. F. Hold- 
ford, Bald Knob. In a later motion, J. I. Martin 
was elected as missionary. 

Bro. G. R. Robuck, Treasurer, submitted a 
written report, and expressed regrets at not being 
able to attend because of illness. His report 
showed $1,216.43 had been received. 


The report of the trustees who had been 
elected the previous year to look into the estab- 
lishment of a college in a central location re- 
ported, "At our meeting last night a proposition 
was submitted by Brother M. P. Matheny on be- 
half of certain business men of Little Rock look- 
ing to the establishment of the college in the 
western suburbs of Little Rock, which the major- 
ity accepted and requested him to explain to the 
messengers." 

There was no reference to the offer made 
the previous year by the Big Creek Church in 
Sheridan. 

The report of the Committee on Education 
stated, "For some years we have had a disappoint- 
ing experience with our efforts at Buckner College 
and for a year comparatively nothing has been 
done and the town and Trustees there came to us 
through Brother H. E. Marsh with a proposition 


from themselves and Prof. C. M. Stephens as fol- 
lows: The proposition had to do with a lease of 
the property for ten years, with certain 
provisions to be fulfilled by Prof. Stephens and 
certain provisions to be fulfilled by the people of 
Witcherville, as follows: "Of this $2,000.00 the 
people of Witcherville will become responsible 
for $500.00 if this Association will put up the 
other $1,500.00. If we will not accept their 
proposition then they ask us to turn the property 
back to them that they may do with it as seems 
best to them. With the lights before us we do not 
feel like making any recommendation upon the 
proposition, but simply submit it to you for such 
action as may seem best to you." 

Thus, it should be obvious the Association 
was attempting to placate those interested in 
Buckner College, but the primary emphasis was 
on establishing a college in the central part of the 
state. However, it should be noted the messengers 
responded: "The question of what we should do 
with Buckner College was called up by W. R. 
Cross, and on motion M. P. Matheny was elected 
to raise $1500.00 to carry on the work there. On 
motion the Trustees of Buckner College were in- 
structed to re-elect the five members of the board 
whose times expire next, and to add L. S. Ballard, 
Argenta." 


The Report of the Executive Committee 
listed the following who had worked as State 
Missionaries during the year: Elders G. G. Wray, 
B. F. Holdford, S. W. Abernathy, W. T. Box, J. H. 
Milburn, J. I. Martin, and W. A. Dodd. 

The summary of their reports included: 
970 days labored, 306 professed conversions, 283 
baptisms, 392 total additions, 7 churches and 8 
Sunday schools organized, with $870.92 collected 
on the field. 

The report concluded: "We are grateful to 
God for the blessings we have received in the year 
just ending. We recommend enlargement of the 
work. 

"We find that approximately it will re- 
quire about three hundred dollars ($300.00) more 
than has come into our hands to pay our mis- 
sionaries in full for their work and leave us clear 
of debt. 

"We recommend that a collection, in cash 
and pledges, be taken at this time and at the 
Sunday services to cover the deficit so that we 
may begin the new year clear of debt. 

"We recommend that we undertake to 
raise at least $4,000.00 for State Missions the 
next year." 


A "Resolution on Theological Seminary" 
was presented by J. A. Scarboro. First, this reso- 
lution commended the Bible School work being 
conducted by Bro. S. G. Anderson, under the aus- 
pices of the General Association. 

Then the resolution recommended the 
Association "appoint a committee of three and 
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empower them to confer with the General Asso- 
ciation,...with a view to securing the co-operation 
of our Landmark Baptists in the establishment of 
a Landmark Baptist Theological School for all 
the States, and this committee to proceed to co- 
operate with any committee of the General 
Association in the prosecution of the enterprise, 
and report both to the next session of this body." 

The 1910 Minute also included the min- 
utes of the Woman's Auxiliary to the State Asso- 
ciation. 

The Committee on Credentials listed mes- 
sengers from 96 churches in 28 local associa- 
tions. 


Tenth Annual Session--1911 

This session was held on Nov. 9-12, with 
the Central Baptist Church in Bald Knob. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected: 

Moderator--Eld. Ben M. Bogard, Little 
Rock; Assistant Moderator--Eld. J. L. Brown, 
Charlotte; Clerk--Eld. E. L. Page, Sheridan; As- 
sistant Clerk--Eld. C. R. Powell, Little Rock 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Finance--W. F. Blevins, R. M. Galloway, R. 
R. Adams 

Sunday Schools--G. S. Anderson, J. E. 
Sox ler ao ter 

The three-page report recommended the 
Landmark Sunday School Literature published 
by the Landmark Sunday School Concern in Lit- 
tle Rock. The report detailed two different series: 
The First Series was based on the Catechical 
Method, each grade consisting of fifth-two Bible 
Lessons in books that extend through the whole 
year. The questions are answered in the Scrip- 
tures, and the reference to each answer is given. 
[{note: 52 Doctrinal Lessons and 52 Lessons Ex- 
posing Heresy by Dr. Ben M. Bogard were origi- 
nally a part of this series] 

The Second Series was the Analytical 
Method based on the International Lessons. This 
series included five grades: (1) Lesson Primer for 
the infants, (2) Lesson Story for Primary Grades, 
(3) Lesson History for the Intermediate Grades, (4) 
Lesson Notes for Advanced Grades, and (5) Lesson 
Analysis for Senior Grades. The series also in- 
cluded a Teacher Training Course, which "gives 
the method itself, the formulated law, that equips 
the teacher to analyze the lesson himself, and 
thus become master in the Science of Scripture 
Exposition." 

The report continued, "The Sunday school 
needs the pastor and the pastor needs the Sunday 
school... 

"Our Literature differs from all other 
helps in that we give method and matter while 
others give matter only. 

"We are impressed more and more that the 
Sunday School is the great church school and 
should enlist and absorb with its pastor the 
whole membership in its Bible study." 


Publications--J. L. Brown, W. E. Sherrell, 
W. R. Story. Their report recommended: 

"As the Arkansas Baptist and Plain Truth 
stands as our Association State papers and the 
Landmark Sunday school is intended to supply 
our schools, we recommend that the same be 
given our hearty patronage." 

Order of Business--C. R. Powell, W. R. 
Cross, L. Been 

Prohibition--J. L. Brown, C. R. Powell, B. 
F. Holdford 

Education--M. P. Matheny, H. E. Marsh, J. 
W. Sims. This committee reported, 

"In the higher training of scripture inter- 
pretation and sermon construction we have the 
best the world affords in the Bible school work 
under the very able instruction of our own 
beloved Dr. Anderson. We urgently press upon our 
pastors, one and all, the importance of taking 
advantage of his next session, December 3-23, 
Little Rock, Arkansas." 


Home and Foreign Missions--T. G. Mor- 
gan, J. H. W. Overton, W. M. Duren, J. A. Scarboro. 
This report apparently included the work being 
done by the General Association: 

The mission "work being done by the 
churches co-operating in the General Association 
is prospering. 

"On the foreign field we have missionaries 
in Persia, Syria, Mexico, Italy. Under adverse 
circumstances their work is prospering. 

"Eld. J. A. Scarboro is the treasurer of the 
General Association." 

The report concluded, "We will record the 
fact that we are not opposed to individual 
churches sending out and supporting missionar- 
ies. Neither are we opposed to groups of churches 
sending out and supporting missionaries but we 
are opposed to the modern perversions of this 
idea where one church does the sending and 
without conference with other churches expect 
them to do the supporting. If other churches are 
expected to foot the bills they should be consulted 
about the spending." 

State Missions--O. Echols, T. E. Winston, 
R. A. Raney 

Orphans' Home--G. S. Anderson, W. R. 
Cross, W. R. Story: 

Their report stated the property was pur- 
chased for $7,000, "that is well worth $20,000. On 
this we have paid $4,700 and now owe $2,300." 

They also reported little sickness in the 
home, and that "all who are old enough have pro- 
fessed faith in Christ and been baptized. We are 
glad to say that all running expenses have been 
paid to the first of this month. 

"There are now in the Home 32 including 
the applications approved. We find that in addi- 
tion to the funds now in the hands of the Trea- 
surer that we need to raise $1100 in order to pay 
off the balance on note and interest due January 
ist-1912” 
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The trustees report stated that after being 
informed by Bro. Carter that he would not re- 
main with the Home another year, "we secured 
Bro. W. B. Young and wife, at a salary of $40 per 
month, and their board. They have done us a good 
year's work, and the Home, with thirty-two chil- 
dren therein, is now in good shape, and the chil- 
dren are all doing well, and are seemingly happy, 
and contented. All the children are now in 
school, who are old enough, and we are glad to say 
that all who are old enough are Christians. 

"We are glad to report that Mrs. Willie 
Cross-Newman, together with the children's cor- 
ner in the Arkansas Baptist, has made some $400 
worth of improvements to the Home,... 

The Treasurers report showed $3,843.54 
in receipts during the year with disbursements of 
$3,889.55. 

Woman's Work--Mrs. J. E. Newman, Mrs. 
M. P. Matheny, Miss Rena Bird 

Bible and Tract Fund--W. E. Sherrell, L. 
Been, J. R. Davenport, C. R. Pole 


Preaching was done at this session by W. 
R. Story, W. F. Duren, J. L. Brown, M. P. Matheny, 
W. A. Crutchfield, Ben M. Bogard, I. N. Yohannon, 
J. A. Scarboro, C. R. Powell, Alonzo Riggs (a visi- 
tor from Illinois), C. R. Pole. 


Motion that arrangements be made to re- 
sume work on Buckner College and push same to 
completion. A committee was appointed, consist- 
ing of C. R. Powell, W. E. Sherrill, C. C. Winters, L. 
Been, and H. E. Marsh to negotiate a loan to com- 
plete the college. 


The Report of the Executive Committee 
listed the results of the mission efforts of Elders 
J. I. Martin, B. F. Holdford, C. R. Pole, and W. E. 
Sherrell. The Summary of these reports indi- 
cated 1036 days labored, with 199 professed con- 
versions, 184 baptisms, 1 church and 2 Sunday 
Schools organized, with $995.55 collected on the 
field. 

The report continued, "We find that it will 
take approximately one thousand ($1,000.00) 
dollars above what has come into our hands to 
pay the missionaries all that is due them." The 
committee recommended that a public collection 
and pledges be received, and the funds be divided 
equally among the missionaries. 

The following were elected as the Execu- 
tive Committee: 

W.‘R. Cross; T. H. Carter; C:.C. Winters, M. 
P. Matheny, Ben M. Bogard, W. R. Story, W. A. 
Crutchfield, J. A. Scarboro, and J. W. Lybrand. 
Treasurer--O. Echols, Ft. Smith 

The Executive Committee was authorized 
to borrow money to pay the amount due the mis- 
sionaries and to print the minutes. 


Missionary I. N. Yohannon from Urmia, 
Persia, was allowed 45 minutes to report on the 
work in Persia. 

It was agreed that $3,000 be raised for 
State Missions in 1912, in addition to the 
amount already due. 

Four missionaries were elected for full 
time work: T. G. Morgan, Hamburg; W. E. Sher- 
rill, Little Rock; B. F. Holdford, Bald Knob; and C. 
R. Pole, Haworth, OK. 

Eld. J. W. Sims was elected as treasurer of 
the Orphans Home. 

The Memorial Report noted the deaths of 
two men who had been prominent in the early 
work of the Association: Elders William Tucker 
and W. H. Paslay. 

The Committee on Nominations was B. C. 
Fitzhugh, J. E. Ferguson, M. Y. Moran, F. H. 
Carter, and J. W. Lybrand. 

They proposed sixteen trustees for 
"Southern Baptist University", five trustees for 
the Texarkana Baptist Orphans' Home (W. R. 
Cross, W. R. Story, B. C. Fitzhugh, T. H. Carter and 
J. W. Sims), three trustees for the Bible and Tract 
Fund, ten representatives to the State Anti-sa- 
loon league and one representative to the na- 
tional Anti-saloon league, and six trustees for 
Buckner College. These were Ben M. Bogard, H. E. 
Marsh, O. Echols, W. R. Cross, J. J. Luck, and B. C. 
Fitzhugh. 

This committee also proposed that Bro. J. 
W. Sims preach the introductory sermon with 
Bro. W. R. Story as the alternate. The enrollment 
report indicated 56 churches, representing 22 as- 
sociations. 


The Minutes of the Womans Auxiliary re- 
ported on the meeting held simultaneously at the 
Methodist Church in Bald Knob on Friday, Nov. 
L219 Es 

Messengers were present from seven 
churches. Mrs. M. P. Matheny served as Presi- 
dent, Mrs. B. F. Holdford was vice-president, and 
Miss Rena Bird was secretary. The reports 
showed that $732.89 had been raised and dis- 
bursed by the different Womans’ Auxiliaries. 


1912 Meeting at Malvern 

The Eleventh Annual Session met on Nov. 
6-9, at Second Baptist Church, Malvern. Eld. W. 
R. Story preached the introductory sermon on 
"Justification by Faith." 

The following officers were elected: 

Moderator--Eld. M. P. Matheny; Assistant 
Moderator--Eld. J. L. Brown; Clerk--Eld. E. L. 
Page; Assistant Clerk--Eld. W. E. Sherrell 


The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Education--W. R. Story, J. B. Sellman, W. 
R. Cross, F. S. Gibson. They reported, 

"The Landmark Baptists of Arkansas 
have been playing at an effort to erect a new col- 
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lege building at Buckner College. Your committee 
feels that this building could have and should 
have been completed long ago. We are informed 
by the Board of Trustees of Buckner College that 
the new building can be completed for about 
$5,000, and that the local citizens about 
Witcherville will. take ‘care of -half— the 
amount...Your committee recommends that the 
trustees of Buckner College be instructed to for- 
mulate some workable plan...by which the new 
building there may be completed out of debt if 
possible, with the definite promise that we will 
lend them our moral and financial support to the 
extent of our ability." 

Temperance--A. J. Cabiness, W. F. 
Blevins, J. L. Brown 

Finance--J. W. Lybrand, D. H. Samford, H. 
AS Reece 

Sunday Schools--G. S. Anderson, B. F. 
Holdford, J. E. Cox. Their report recommended: 

"That a Sunday school committee be 
raised of five members who may prosecute Sun- 
day school and Bible work within the State, that 
one or more men be appointed to do the work who 
may be known as Bible and Sunday School 
Evangelists. 

"That Sunday School Institutes be held so 
far as is practicable with and in connection with 
the Fifth Sunday Meetings and at other oppor- 
tune times. 

"We furthermore commend this work to 
the General Association for joint co-operation 
and that the Sunday School Concern mention 
said fact in the literature." 

The Minutes recorded, "That part of the 
report as refers to putting men on the field was re- 
ferred to the General Association." 

Order of Business--W. R. Cross, W. L. 
Compton, R. R. Adams 

Publications--J. E. Newman, W. R. Story, 
Sam Webb: 

"We would recommend the reading of good 
books, such as Grace Truman, the Little Baptist, 
Theodosia Earnest and others of similar charac- 
ter, together with our State paper, The Baptist, 
The Baptist Flag, The Liberator and the Baptist 
Magazine. 

"We recommend that this Association ex- 
press its interest in the matter of Publications, 
and express the opinion that it will be wise to es- 
tablish a printing plant, for the support and uni- 
fication of our Baptist interest in publications. 
To this end we suggest that those who have stock 
in private companies seek to unite their interests 
and unify our publications, and urge all our 
brethren to cooperate in this work." 

Foreign Missions--J. A. Scarboro, C. F. 
Thompson, W. E. Sherrell: 

"The General Association is supporting 
wholly or in part, four missionaries on the for- 
eign field: L. M. Galassi, Rome, Italy; C. Beu- 
telspacher, Queretaro, Mex.; S. M. Jeuridini, 
Beirut, Syria; I. N. Yohannon, Uremiah, Persia. 


All of them except Brother Beutelspacher are na- 
tives of their respective countries and are men of 
spiritual experience, culture, and consecration. 
They report encouraging progress in their work, 
and are in fields of vast destitution,... 

Home Missions--W. R. Story, J. A. Verser, 
J. I. Martin, C. R. Pole 

Orphanage--T. H. Carter, J. W. Sims, J. E. 
Ferguson: 

"We have 36 children in the Home. We 
have been able to keep most of them in school. 
One of our children died in August, when we had 
typhoid fever. We had five cases in the Home, 
which incurred a great expense. But we are glad to 
report that all the children are now well. 

"Since we are thus confronted with ex- 
penses we feel the only way to meet this expense 
is to employ a good man and let him put in his 
full time collecting for the Home." 

State Missions--J. A. Smith, J. E. New- 
man, J. E. Cox, B..C. Fitzhugh Jd. L) Brown; 1G: 
Morgan 

"We have had four missionaries on the 
field for all or a part of the past year; some of 
whom have done excellent work...They have not 
been paid in full for their work. They need their 
money and it should be paid at once. 

"Brethren, let us rise in the strength of the 
Lord, and put forth a greater effort to meet the 
obligations that are resting upon us. Let us, as 
pastors and members, lay this great work on the 
hearts of our people and take collections fre- 
quently for State Missions that the destitution 
may be supplied and our principles be dissemi- 
nated." 

Woman's Work--Mrs. Matheny, Mrs. 
Crudup and Mrs. Harkens 


Others preaching at this session were J. A. 
Smith, J. A. Scarboro, and R. L. McCuistian 
(visitor from LA). [note: this session ended on 
Saturday. This accounts for less preaching than 
was occasioned by the meetings which included a 
Sunday] 

On Thursday Evening a special service on 
the Orphans' Home was held. The report of the 
Treasurer and the report of the Committee on the 
Orphan's Home were read: Eid:.-—, i: Carter 
manager, spoke concerning the Home, and also 
presented four of the children he brought with 
him from the Home. They entertained the meet- 
ing by reciting some "pieces" and singing some 
songs. Eld. J. W. Sims also spoke and took collec- 
tion for the home amounting to $202.00 cash and 
$507.50 in pledges. 

Eld. J. W. Simms, Marvel, Ark., was re- 
elected Treasurer of Texarkana Orphan's Home. 

Also, at this session, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Board of Managers of 
the Texarkana Orphans' Home be instructed to 
dispose of the property in Texarkana as soon at it 
can be conveniently and advantageously done 
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and remove the Home to Malvern, provided the 
people of Malvern give them a deed to the 40-acre 
tract of land south of town known as the Potts 
place, and provided further that at least 40 acres 
of other land adjoining this place can be bought 
for not more than $20.00 per acre." 

On motion the matter of removing the 
Orphans' Home to Malvern was referred to’ the 
Board of Managers. 

The report of the Committee on Enroll- 
ment showed 54 churches represented by messen- 
ger from 18 associations. 

The Executive Committee reported "in 
some respects the work has been difficult and 
discouraging on account of the financial pressure 
and political conditions." 

Reports were given on the state mission 
work of B. F. Holdford, W. E. Sherrell, T. G. Mor- 
gan and C. R. Pole. The combined report indicated 
800 days labored, 247 professed conversions, 224 
baptisms, 4 churches and 6 Sunday schools orga- 
nized and $822.62 collected on the field. 

The Committee on Nominations made the 
following recommendations: 

Executive Committee--J. E. Newman, M. 
P. Matheny, G. S. Anderson, B. C. Fitzhugh, J. E. 
Cox; JoAssmith) To Hy Carteraw Ak. Crossawwak: 
Story. 

Trustees Texarkana Orphans' Home--B. C. 
Fitzhugh, T. H. Carter, W. R. Cross, J. W. Sims, W. 
R. Story. 

Trustees Bible and Tract Fund--W. R. 
Cross, J. A. Scarboro, N. L. Eddy. 

Board of Trustees of Buckner College--C. 
Rk. Powell, W. E. Sherrill, B. C. Fitzhugh, H. EF: 
Marsh, W. R. Cross, J. J. Luck. 

Eld. J. L. Brown was recommended for the 
Introductory Sermon, with Eld. J. A. Scarboro as 
the alternate. 

The Treasurer's Report for the Orphans' 
Home showed receipts of $4,415, and disburse- 
ments of $4,091.24. 

{It might be noted that Ben M. Bogard ac- 
cepted the pastorate of the church in Itasca, 
Texas, in June of 1912. He closed his work there 
in 1914 and moved to Texarkana at the end of the 
year. This accounts for his absence at this ses- 
sion of the Association] 


1913 Session at Little Rock 

The 1913 meeting was hosted by the Beth- 
lehem Church. The meetings were held in the 
First Presbyterian meeting house. 

Eld. J. A. Scarboro preached the Intro- 
ductory Sermon on "The Incarnated Devil." 

The Welcome Address was given by L. S. 
Ballard, pastor of Central Baptist Church, and 
the response by T. H. Carter, Texarkana. 

Eld. J. W. Simms, Marvel, was elected as 
Moderator; M. P. Matheny, Little Rock, Assistant 
Moderator; C. C. Winters, McNeil, Clerk; and L. S. 
Ballard, Little Rock, Assistant Clerk. 


Committees were appointed on Order of 
Business, Nominations, Temperance, Finance, 
Sunday School, Christian Education, Divine 
Service, Publications, Foreign Missions, Or- 
phans' Home, State Missions, Woman's Work, 
Pastoral Support and Home Missions. 

The Orphans' Home Committee was W. R. 
Cross, J. V. Vermillion, and A. J. Cabanice. W. R. 
Cross read the report: 

"We are glad to report that we have made 
some of the repairs on the Home so much needed. 
We have repaired and painted the roof of the 
house; built a new fence around the entire farm 
and bought quite a lot of things much needed in 
the house. We have bought two cows. 

"We have thirty-two children in the Home, 
most of them in school and doing good work. We 
have a good crop on the place. The health of the 
children has been excellent this year... 

"Bro. Cabaniss, the present manager of 
the Home has with his wife worked hard to build 
up the Home for which we, the Board of Trustees, 
feel thankful. Bro. Cabiness informs us his wife 
does not feel able to stay in the Home another 
year and give the attention to her own children 
they need. 

"We find that it will take about $1,800.00 
to pay off the present indebtedness and pay the 
running expenses till Jan., 1914." 

On motion Miss Flora Black was recom- 
mended to the Trustees of the Orphans' Home for 
the position as Matron and Teacher for the 
Home. 

J. W. Sims, Treasurer reported: Total 
amount from all sources $4,964.75, total expen- 
ditures $4,599.86, Balance on Hand $364.89 

Indebtedness: Note # 7 - Purchase money 
$1,000.00, Interest on note # 7 $80.00, Note for 
borrowed money $500.00. 

By motion G. W. Simms was continued as 
Treasurer of the Home. 

A report was made on the death of Eld. W. 
R. Story. The report included, "He aided...in the 
founding and the perpetuation of the Texarkana 
Orphans' Home. 

Eld. J. E. Cobb preached from II Cor. 6:1. 


The Publications Committee was M. P. 
Matheny, J. A. Smith, J. E. Newman, J. A. Scar- 
boro, and J. E. Cox. The report recommended "a 
wider reading and a more faithful support of our 
State paper, The Baptist, together with other 
wholesome literature, such as our Landmark 
Sunday School literature, and The Baptist Flag. 


The Sunday School report was given by G. 
S. Anderson, and also signed by J. E. Newman: 

"From best information obtainable about 
half the Baptist churches of Arkansas have no 
Sunday Schools. No church of Jesus Christ has 
any rightful excuse to exist without its Bible 
school. To do so is to let someone else lead the 
children into heresy and possibly into ultimate 
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ruin. One consecrated man in each church deter- 
mined to do or die for the Master can organize 
and run a Sunday School almost anywhere. We 
recommend that the churches be urged every- 
where to organize and run perpetual Sunday 
Schools. 

We recommend the Landmark Sunday 
School literature as being worthy of our appreci- 
ation and sound in doctrine, especially adapted 
to the wants of Landmark Baptists. 

It is supported in a graded book series of 
52 lessons, each that begin at any time and run 
through a whole year. 

Also a graded series issued in Quarterlies 
on the International seasons, with the Graves 
and Pendleton trend of interpretation. 

The Normal Baptist Teacher carries all 
the grades and supplies the Training Course 
which drills the teacher in Scripture exposition 
from the viewpoint of each grade and equips for 
instruction in any and all classes. 

Those wishing to hold Sunday School In- 
stitutes will address G. S. Anderson, Little Rock. 

The State Missions report stated: 

"Our missionaries have done excellent 
work this year as their reports will show, but we 
have not half as many men in the field as we need 
to do the work necessary to be done. 

We recommend that five men be put on the 
field this year, and these missionaries advise 
among themselves and with the executive com- 
mittee as to the fields they occupy. 

The report was signed by W. E. Sherrill, J. 
A. Smith and F. F. Gipson 

The Executive Committee report was read 
by M. P. Matheny and followed by the reading of 
the Treasurer's report by J. A. Smith. 

"Your committee started out at the begin- 
ning of the year with a debt that greatly handi- 
capped us. On this account our force on the field 
was reduced. The advanced step taken at Malvern 
(1912) in putting our Bro. J. A. Smith in the field 
as a missionary-treasurer has proven eminently 
satisfactory. He has been untiring in his labors, 
going throughout the state, holding mission ral- 
lies, strengthening the things that remain and 
encouraging to greater endeavor on the part of 
pastors and churches. 

Bro. Smith reported 72 churches and 10 
associations visited. 

The report continued, "To work with Bro. 
Smith we continued our tried missionary Eld. W. 
E. Sherrill and he reports as follows: days 
worked 150, baptized 125, churches organized 3, 
preachers ordained 3, money collected $250.00. 

"At Malvern we elected Bro. T. H. Carter as 
missionary, but on account of his work with the 
orphanage, it was not possible for him to reach 
the field until far along in the year and hence he 
reports only 37 days labored, with 6 additions, 
and 50 sermons preached. 

"We recommend that Bro. W. E. Sherrell be 
continued for half-time on same terms as last 


year, and that he labor as far as possible in the 
Southwest portion of the State. We also recom- 
mend Bro. C. C. Winters as missionary for full 
time at a salary of $900, and that he labor as far 
as possible in the Southeast portion of the State. 

Trustees of Orphans' Home-P. H. Herring, 
W. R. Cross; J. W.*Sims) Js7E-M. Holtjandsl 
Carter 

Trustees of Buckner College-W. E. Sher- 
rell, B. C. Fitzhugh, H. E. Marsh, Bob Barham, P. 
H. Herring, and T. G. Morgan. 


1914 Session at Gurdon 

The 1914 session was held with First 
Baptist Church at Gurdon, Oct. 28-30. The Intro- 
ductory Sermon was preached by L. S. Ballard. 

The following officers were elected: 

Moderator, J. A. Smith; Assistant Mod- 
erator, J. W. Simms; Clerk, C. C. Winters; Assis- 
tant Clerk, N. L. Eddy. 

J. M. Newburn from Jacksonville, Texas, 
and Ben M. Bogard from Itasca, Texas, were en- 
rolled as visitors. 

Others preaching at this session included 
Elders J. L. Brown, Ben M. Bogard, J. M. Newburn 

The following Committees were ap- 
pointed: 

State Missions--W. E. Sherrill, L. S. Bal- 
lard, J. I. Martin, J. E. Newman and E. B. Jones 

Home Missions--Elam Hall, Virgil Hol- 
bert, C. C. Winters, J. M. P. Hawkins and J. E. 
Woodson 

Foreign Missions--M. P. Matheny, R. W. 
Glover, J. E. Sherrill, W. M. Owen and W. E. 
Hardie 

Sunday Schools--G. S. Anderson, J. W. 
Simms, W. R. Cross, J. E. Newman and M. P. Ma- 
theny 

This report stated, "The work of Sunday 
Schools is a prime labor of the Churches...We es- 
pecially commend the following: 

1. That the pastors be urged to give their 
personal presence to the Sunday School every 
Sunday morning, in full preparation on the les- 
son for the teaching of a class, if the opportunity 
is afforded. 

2. That our missionaries be requested to 
devote special attention to the work of organizing 
and strengthening Sunday Schools in connection 
with their missions work. 

3. That the propriety of appointing a 
Sunday School Missionary to devote his entire 
time to the work of organizing Schools and Bible 
Classes, holding Sunday School Institutes and 
training teachers, and that this be referred to the 
Executive Committee to act on it as the Commit- 
tee may deem best. 

4. Our Sunday School literature, pub- 
lished by the Landmark Sunday School con- 
cern...supplies a prime want of our Schools and 
Churches...As a rule the Churches and Schools 
that use it contribute to State Missions, the Or- 
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phanage, take our weekly papers, and otherwise 
co-operate with us in all struggles. 

"We also recommend the Preachers’ 
Course, the Young Peoples' Bible Course, the 
Teachers' Training Course, and also the course in 
Home Study now issued by the Landmark Sunday 
School concern, Little Rock, Ark." , 

Orphans' Home--T. H. Carter, J. W. 
Simms, W. R. Cross, W. R. Barham and A. J. Cab- 
iness. This report stated: 

"In February last the Orphans Home, to- 
gether with almost all its contents, was con- 
sumed and destroyed by fire. In a few hours all 
that we had labored for, given for, years sacri- 
ficed for, and even shed tears for, was consumed 
by fire, in spite of heroic efforts of some who were 
there to extinguish the fire, and in a few hours' 
time the sad news was flashed across the State by 
wire...But immediately after the terrible shock 
was over, God's noblemen and noblewomen all 
over Arkansas began to plan, and to give, and 
some from other States began to send in their 
gifts, and soon plans were completed and the con- 
tract let, and work actually began, on a new home 
which was more modern and more suitable in ev- 
ery way, and much more convenient than the old 
home. 

"We are now housed in this new home, but 
we need much yet in the way of furniture, bed- 
ding, etc...The cost of the building and the ex- 
pense of running the home, and all things con- 
nected with it since last State Association has 
been $15,561.23. Of this amount we now owe E. W. 
Frost of Texarkana $2,000,...Bro. P. H. Herring 
$350...and we also owe $133.14 for furniture and 
for doctor bills. 

"In God's name we again appeal to you to 
stand with us through another year of toiling, 
giving, sacrificing, praying, and God no doubt 
will bless us abundantly. We recommend that a 
collection of both cash and pledges be taken for 
the Home, and that everyone give and pledge as 
God may impress you." 

The Trustees' Report added, "We now have 
32 children in the Home, and Bro. Starrett hav- 
ing resigned, we elected Bro. T. H. Carter as man- 
ager for another year." 

Temperance--J. L. Brown, Ed Haney, J. J. 
Mathis, B. J. Smith and J. T. Ashcraft 

Finance--P. H. Herring, W. E. Hainey and 
Clayton Franks 

Woman's Work--Mrs. A. L. Crudup, Mrs. 
M. P. Matheny, Mrs. J. E. Newman and Mrs. B. J. 
Mangrum 

Publications--L. M. Byers, J. E. Sherrill, 
E. L. Page, W. A. Winston and G. B. Agan 

Christian Education--R. W. Glover, E. B. 
Jones, N. L. Eddy, E. L. Page and L. M. Byers 

This report deplored "the tendency of 
some of our institutions of learning to emphasize 
the importance of physical development rather 
than moral character... Therefore we call upon 


the Churches of this Association to give more 
heed to the cause of Christian education. 

"Therefore, since we have no Landmark 
school of high training, and since Jacksonville 
College, located at Jacksonville, Texas, stands 
for the principles which we advocate, we recom- 
mend it as a safe and sound institution for the 
training of our children, and especially our 
young preachers." 

Pastoral Support--R. A. Raney, P. Shep- 
herd, W. R. Barnham and Mr. Davis 

This committee recommended a thorough 
study of I Cor. 9. "We further recommend that a 
greater effort be made for pastoral support. 

(1) Because our Lord requires it. 

(2) Because the development of the 
Churches require it. 

"The pastor who labors four or five days 
in the week is not prepared to feed or teach his 
Church." [This appears to be the first strong 
statement advocating pastoral support. Most of 
the churches were still quarter-time] 

The Executive Committee reported: 

"We have co-operated with the following 
named missionaries for all or a part of the year: 
Elder W. E. Sherrill, half-time; Elder J. J. Mathis, 
half-time; Elder A. J. Cabaniss, Elder J. B. Rauth 
and Elder J. A. Smith." 

Elder Rauth reported 5 conversions and 5 
Sunday schools organized; Elder Sherrill re- 
ported 75 baptized and 4 Sunday school orga- 
nized; Elder Smith reported 25 professions and 
one church organized.; Elder Mathis reported 40 
professions of faith, one church and five Sunday 
schools organized; Elder Cabaniss reported 17 
conversions. 

Nominations--L. S. Ballard, R. A. Rainey, 
W. E. Sherrill, J. F. Green and J. N. Mingea. 

This committee recommended the follow- 
ing to the Executive Committee: J. A. Smith, W. R. 
Cross,-J. E. Newman, T..H. Carter, J. 1. Martin; J. 
W. Lybrand, C. C. Winters, C. F. Thompson and M. 
P. Matheny. 

J. A. Smith was recommended as Trea- 
surer of the State Baptist Association. 

Trustees recommended for the Orphans' 
Home were: W. R. Cross, P. H. Herring, J. W. 
Simms, W. E. Sherrill and J. L. Brown. J. W. 
Simms was recommended as Treasurer of the Or- 
phans' Home. 

L. M. Byers was recommended to preach 
the Introductory Sermon and E. L. Page as the al- 
ternate for the next session. 

The Executive Committee recommended 
the endorsement of the following missionaries: 
Full time, Elders J. A. Smith, J. I. Martin, D. H. 
Hill, and J. J. Mathis; for half-time, Elders W. E. 
Sherrill, J. E. Sherrill and R. A. Rainey. 

The Ladies' Auxiliary was requested to 
take charge of the tract fund and the distribution 
of tracts. 

The report on enrollment listed 45 
churches and 66 messengers. 
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1915 Meeting at Sheridan 

The State Association met with Big Creek 
Church in Sheridan on Oct. 28-30. Eld. Ben M. 
Bogard was elected to preach the Introductory 
Sermon. 

Eld. J. A. Smith was elected Moderator; 
Eld. J. E. Cox was elected Assistant Moderator; 
Eld. R. W. Glover was elected as Clerk, and Eld. E. 
L. Page was elected as Assistant Clerk. 

Visitors included Dr. W. A. Clark, Eld. Ben 
M. Bogard, and R. L. McCuistion of Texas. 

Others preaching at this meeting were El- 
ders L. S. Ballard, J. E. Sherrill, R. L. McCuistion, 
W. A. Clark, J. L. Brown, J. A. Smith, J. I. Martin, 
Ben M. Bogard, George F. Roe, and R. W. Glover. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

State Missions--W. E. Sherrill, J. W. Sims, 
J. L. Brown 

A collection of $676.00 was received for 
State Missions. 

Orphans' Home--W. R. Cross, T. H. Carter, 
J. W. Lybrand, and J. W.Sims 

"We have spent in the last eight years, in 
buying the old home and rebuilding the new and 
maintaining the children in our care, about 
$45,000 or $50,000. It is the consensus of opinion 
of all who have seen our new home that the have 
the best Orphans’ Home building in the state. It is 
a two-story brick, with thirty-two rooms, a nice 
auditorium and large concrete cellar. 

"We now have twenty-eight children in the 
home, with nine approved for entrance... The 
present indebtedness of the home on the new 
building and running expenses is $2,454.00. 

"We therefore recommend that a collec- 
tion of cash and pledges be taken now, and that 
all our churches be asked to take collections regu- 
larly for this great work...No child has come in 
our home and remained to be thirteen years old 
that has not professed Christ and joined the 
church. 

"We recommend that your trustees put on 
a campaign in November and December and, if 
possible, raise sufficient funds to pay off the in- 
debtedness of the home.” 

A collection of $1,257.22 was received for 
the Home. Total receipts for the Orphans’ Home 
were $3,988.82 and total disbursements were 
$3,535.62. 

Foreign Missions--E. L. Page, J. E. Sher- 
rill, M. P. Matheny 

This report listed the following foreign 
missionaries: Bro. Juridini and wife in Syria and 
Bro. Galassi and wife in Italy. 

Home Missions--J. I. 
Rainey, B. F. Holford 

This report noted that ten men were 
elected at the last General Association at 
Texarkana in 1914. We "have no report from 
them, only as we read of them in The Baptist and 
Commoner. Some of them have been and are ac- 
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tively in the work and are making heroic ef- 
forts...We recommend that a stronger effort be 
made to supply the glorious gospel to all within 
OUPTEIMILOry, 

Prohibition--L. S. Ballard, Orlando C. 
Williams, J. J. Mathis 

Education--T. E. Toler, W. D. Dougan, J. T. 
Ashcraft 

"We believe that the churches of this As- 
sociation should establish and maintain a 
school or college within the borders of this state 
where every person might secure a higher educa- 
tion, but since we have not yet established such a 
school, we would, therefore, recommend Jack- 
sonville College of Jacksonville, Texas, and that 
this Association endorse the said college as a safe 
and sound institution for the education of our 
children and our young preachers, more espe- 
cially." 

Finance--B. C. Fitzhugh, J. A. Gean, Or- 
lando C. Williams 

Woman's Work--Sisters M. P. Matheny, A. 
L. Crudup, L. E. Holford 

Nominations--C. C. Winters, W. M. Owen, 
R. D. Kerr. This committee nominated the follow- 


ing: 

Executive Committee: J. A. Smith, J. I. 
Martin, T. H. Carter, C. C. Winters, M. P. Math- 
eny, W. E. Sherrill, J. L. Brown, L. S. Ballard, N. L. 
Eddy 

J. A. Smith was recommended as Trea- 
surer of the State Baptist Association. 

Trustees of the Orphans' Home: W. R. 
Cross, P. H. Herring, J. W. Sims, B. C. Fitzhugh, 
J.T.M. Holt, T. H. Carter. J. W. Sims was recom- 
mended to continue as Treasurer of the Home. 

J. L. Brown was recommended to preach 
the Introductory Sermon with J. I. Martin as the 
alternate. 

Publications-J. L. Brown, L. S. Ballard, 
M. P. Matheny 

Sunday Schools--J. W. Kelley, W. B. Mc- 
Cool, W. A. Winston 

The report included six observations and 
recommendations: 

"Sunday school work, like other phases of 
Christian work, if carried on properly may prove 
a great blessing--otherwise a curse. 

"First, The proper authority must be con- 
sidered--the Church of Jesus Christ. 

"Third, It lends support to any institution 
to have her members believe and teach the same 
principles, hence the Sunday school is a great op- 
portunity for this, if we study what God says and 
not what man says. 

"Fifth, We heartily recommend Landmark 
literature for Sunday schools in Landmark 
churches. 

"Sixth, That even this literature, though 
we heartily endorse it, be not allowed to take the 
place of the Bible, but all literature be studied in 
the light of inspiration." 
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Pastoral Support--J. A. Gean, J. E. Cox, J. 
B. Wilson 

"We believe the failure of churches to sup- 
port their pastors lessens the pastor's usefulness, 
and the time he should devote to pastoral work 
and study must be devoted to labor to support 
himself and family. 

"This is lamentable and should not be. We 
believe a Divinely called minister is the Lord's 
gift to the church, and that the church is under 
Divine obligation to support them and bear them 
up while they preach the gospel. 

"It is a fact that many churches are not 
trying to support their pastors, and because of 
this neglect the ministers and cause of Christ are 
suffering. 

"Therefore we urge that pastors instruct 
their congregations on the importance of pas- 
toral support." 


On Romanism--G. G. Wray, C. B. Lee, F. E. 
Winston, N. L. Eddy. The report on Romanism 
contained five recommendations: 

"First, That our churches free themselves 
from its leaven as seen in conventionism and its 
attendant evils. 

"Fourth, That we earnestly protest against 
the encroachment of Catholics into the offices of 
our government, from the national down even to 
our district schools and, further, their being 
teachers in said schools." 


The report of the Executive Committee 
stated, "We have co-operated with the following 
named Missionaries for all or part of the year: W. 
E. Sherrill, J. A. Smith, J. I. Martin, W. D. Hill, J. 
J. Mathis, J. E. Sherrill, and W. E. Davis. 

Eld. W. E. Sherrill reported 110 baptisms; 
Eld. J. E. Sherrill reported 135 professions and 
75 baptisms; Eld. J. A. Smith reported 14 bap- 
tisms and 78 total additions, with one church or- 
ganized; Eld. J. I. Martin reported 25 baptisms 
and one Sunday school organized; Eld. J. J. 
Mathis reported 48 baptisms and 21 by letter, 3 
Sunday schools and one church organized; Eld. 
W. D. Hill reported 27 baptisms and 11 added by 
letter; Eld. W. E. Davis reported 31 conversions 
and 61 additions to the church; Eld. R. A. Rainey 
reported 21 baptisms. 


A Sunday School Mass Meeting was led by 
J. L. Brown, W. A. Clark and M. P. Matheny. 
Central Baptist Church, Bald Knob was selected 
as location for the next meeting. 

81 churches were represented by 142 mes- 
sengers 


1916 Session at Prattsville 
The State Association met for the 1916 
session with Harmony Baptist Church, 
Prattsville on Nov. 10. 
Eld. J. L. Brown preached the Introductory 
message from Luke 24:45-47. 


The following officers were elected: 

Eld. T. H. Carter, Moderator; Eld. C. C. 
Winters, Asst. Mod.; Eld. R. W. Glover, Clerk. 

Visitors who were seated included Elders 
Ben M. Bogard of Texas, L. F. Berry of Oklahoma, 
J. V. Vermillion of Texas, G. S. Anderson of Al- 
abama. 

Elder J. V. Vermillion "was granted 45 
minutes in which to place before the Association 
the merits of Jacksonville College." 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders Ben M. Bogard, and L. M. Byers. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Nominations--J. L. Brown, C. C. Winters, 
L. M. Byers, J..E. Shermill. se = Baones: slats 
Committee made the following nominations: 

Executive Committee: J. A. Smith, W. A. 
Halbert, L. M. Byers, R. A. Rainey, J. W. Kelley, B. 
J.. Smith, E. L. Page, C. F> Fhompsonyandav7B. 
Jones. 

J. A. Smith was recommended as Trea- 
surer at a salary of $75.00 per month. 

Orphans Home Trustees: J. J. Luck, P. H. 
Herring, J2jwW-4Sims;, Cy C4 Wintersiand: Bac: 
Fitzhugh. C. C. Winters was recommended as 
Treasurer of the Orphans' Home. 


The Orphans' Home committee was J. W. 
Sims, J. W. Lybrand, P. H. Herring: 

"The Home, financially, is in far the best 
condition that it has been since we first bought it. 
All debts for the running expenses of the Home, 
which have been accumulating for a long while, 
have been paid in full,..The only debt on the 
Home now is the $1,000.00 purchase money note, 
and interest on said note...making $1,160.00 now 
due on purchase money. When this note is paid 
the Home will be ours, and entirely free of debt, 
for which all of us ought to be grateful." 

"We also recommend that a collection in 
cash and pledges be taken now for the Home;..." 

In response to this appeal, a collection of 
cash and pledges was taken which amounted to 
$1,136.00. The amount received from all sources 
was $6,098.24 with expenses of $5,857.49. 

Foreign Missions--C. C. Winters, W. E. 
Sherrill, B. J. Smith 

This committee stated a need "to put 
greater stress on Foreign Missions; in fact all 
missions. 

"We are doing some work on these fields, 
but we should not be satisfied with the little that 
we are doing. 

"Therefore, we recommend that efforts be 
made to enlarge this work... 

"We now have on the foreign fields, S. M. 
Jurindina and wife, in Syria, and S. M. Galassi 
and wife in Italy." 

Home Missions--W. R. Cross, J. W. Kelley, 
S. C. Swinney 

This report called attention to the mis- 
sion work being done by the General Association: 
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"This effort is in sharp contrast with the orga- 
nized work of the Boards, propagated through the 
schools and not the churches, and in the centers, 
not the waste places of our Zion. 

"The following men are enlisted and work 
in connection with the plans of the Association: 
C. A. Puthuf and U. W. Jarrell, of Texas; C. A. 
Gilbert, Mississippi; G. S. Anderson, W. K. 
Pennington, J. A. Smith, Alabama; J. A. Scar- 
boro, Georgia; W. C. Cheek, Missouri; C. C. Win- 
ters, Arkansas. These are strong men and get for 
our Cause an earnest hearing, and have done no- 
ble work,... 

"In it the Gospel has been faithfully 
preached on many fields and many destitute 
places have been reached; many souls have been 
converted and baptized, churches and schools or- 
ganized and strengthened and our forces greatly 
encouraged and strengthened." 


State Missions--J. A. Smith, D. W. Hill, J. 
I. Martin. Although acknowledging "we have 
fallen far short of what we should have done," the 
report continued, "We recommend that we con- 
tinue our mission work; that we put men on the 
field who know how to work, and will work. Men 
who can and will instruct the people along the 
lines of mission work." 

Pastoral Support--M. P. Matheny, J. A. 
Gean, W. B. McCool 

Prohibition--A. J. Cabiness, W. J. Carter, 
R. A. Rainey 

Christian Education--R. W. Glover, G. L. 
Richardson, J. J. Mathis 

This report stated "this Association 
should establish and maintain a college within 
the borders of this State commensurate with the 
needs of the Church; as no such college has been 
established, we recommend Jacksonville College, 
located at Jacksonville, Texas, as being safe and 
sound for the education of our children, and espe- 
cially our young preachers." 

Woman's Work--Mrs. Sue R. Matheny, 
Mrs. A. L. Crudup, Mrs. White 

Sunday Schools--M. P. Matheny, Charles 
B. Lee, W. E. Davis 

"The teaching service of the churches 
comes under the commission of Christ as much 
as preaching the gospel and administering the 
ordinances. 

"Churches which do not maintain an ev- 
ergreen [year round] Sunday School are falling 
far short of their privilege and duty." 

Romanism--W. E. Sherrill, L. H. Davis, W. 
D. Dougan: 

"There is a strong tendency among Con- 
vention Baptists to take this old Mother of Har- 
lots, or her daughters, into their arms. 

"We recommend that the Association 
Baptists shun Rome and her blighting influences, 
though they find it in so-called Baptist churches." 


Publications--J. W. Kelly, W. R. Cross, J. L. 
Brown. In connection with this report an 
amendment was offered stating that the Trea- 
surer, Eld. J. A. Smith, had also edited The Bap- 
tist without compensation for eighteen months. 
Although the paper was owned by Bro. T. J. 
Newman, he had offered to turn over his stock in 
The Baptist Publishing Co. to the Association. 

"THEREFORE, Be it resolved, That J. A. 
Smith, J. L. Brown, W. E. Sherrill, J. W. Kelley 
and L. M. Byers be elected as committee to receive 
the stock of The Baptist Publishing Company's 
stockholders’ stock when turned over to this As- 
sociation; said committee shall constitute a 
Board of Trustees." 

Finance--C. M. Ross, R. H. Allen, C. B. Lee 


Buckner College 

Much conjecture has been made concern- 
ing the closing of Buckner College. The College 
was still operating in 1912 and trustees were 
elected in \the 1913 session) However; the 
November, 1914 report began, "Therefore, since 
we have no Landmark school of high training,..." 
This would indicate the school closed after the 
1914 spring session. 

The following resolution dealt with dis- 
position of the assets: 

"WHEREAS, all efforts to maintain a col- 
lege at Witcherville have been abandoned and the 
school board desires to make final disposition of 
the property and funds on hand, 

"THEREFORE, Be it resolved...that we ad- 
vise and recommend to the school board of said 
Buckner College to deed all buildings and lands to 
School District No. 27, Sebastian County, 
Arkansas, and that after all expenses have been 
paid and final disposition of said property has 
been made, all moneys or notes be paid into the 
treasury of the Texarkana Baptist Orphans' 
Home." 


The Executive Committee recommended 
the following brethren as Missionaries: 

"J. A. Smith, for one-half time; W. E. 
Davis, for one-fourth time; J. J. Mathis, for one- 
half time; R. W. Glover, for one-fourth time; J. E. 
Sherrill, for whatever time he can give; Ben M. 
Bogard, to work in Mt. Vernon for two months, or 
more if necessary. 

"We ask that this body give the committee 
the power to recommend any brother who may 
come to us with strong recommendation from a 
church during the interim of this body." 

J. E. Sherrill reported 61 conversions in 
his own meetings, two Sunday schools and one 
church organized; L. H. Davis reported 31 conver- 
sions and 26 baptisms; J. J. Mathis reported 
three Sunday schools organized. 


The statistics indicated 74 churches rep- 
resented by 151 messengers. 
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1917 Session at Malvern 

The 1917 session met with Second Baptist 
Church in Malvern on Nov. 6-8. 

Officers elected were: Moderator, Eld. W. 
A. Clark, Hot Springs; Assistant Moderator, Eld. 
W. E. Sherrill, Sheridan; Clerk, Eld. E. L. Page, 
Sheridan 

The Annual Sermon was preached by Eld. 
M. P. Matheny from II Cor. 1:24. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders C. C. Winters, D. N. Jackson, J. L. Brown, Ben 
M. Bogard, W. E. Sherrill, S, C. Swinney and J. M. 
Newburn. 

Visitors at this meeting included Elders 
Ben M. Bogard, Texarkana; D. N. Jackson and J. 
M. Newburn, Texas. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

State Missions--J. A. Smith, E. L. Page, P. 
HO. 

The following missionaries reported: 

J. J. Mathis, three Sunday schools orga- 
nized, 65 professions of faith and 41 baptisms; J. 
A. Smith, eight conversions; J. A. Williams, one 
church organized and 9 baptisms; J. A. West, 75 
conversions and 43 baptisms; D. W. Hill, four 
Sunday schools organized and 26 baptisms; J. E. 
Sherrill, 100 conversions, 53 baptisms and two 
Sunday schools organized. 

The summary included 248 conversions, 
119 baptisms, 9 Sunday schools and one church 
organized. $3,029.95 had been collected for State 
Missions. 

Home Missions--C. C. Winters, N. L. Eddy, 
J. C. McAlister 

This report was on work done by the Gen- 
eral Association within the United States. "We 
have 12 men now on the field...Some of them are 
putting in full time. 

"We are now very much in need of friends 
for the work. We therefore recommend that our 
brethren and churches give more attention to 
this work and that they make regular offerings.... 

Foreign Missions--W. E. Sherrill, J. L. 
Brown, A. B. Shockley 

"We have on the foreign field as mission- 
aries Eld. L. M. Galassi, S. M. Jureidini, and Ab- 
salom George. All money for Foreign Missions 
should be sent to C. C. Winters, McNeil, Treasurer 
of General Association." 

Orphans' Home--T. H. Carter, J. A. Verser 

"The last note against the Home was paid 
off the 15th of last January. We have enrolled 35 
children, most of them in school." 

"We are glad to report that our farming 
has been a success financially and a blessing to 
the children. We have an opportunity to buy a 
farm for the Home. We have 14 boys large enough 
to do good farm work. We recommend that the 
trustees be authorized by this body to, as soon as 
they can, buy a farm for the Home." 

A cash collection of $51.37 and pledges of 
$1,500 were received for the Home. During the 


previous year $7,159.90 had been received from 
all sources, and the balance on hand was $517.81. 

The recommendation to buy the farm was 
granted to the Board of Trustees "if they think 
best to do so." 


A resolution was offered by Eld. M. P. Ma- 
theny which asked "That the Committee on 
Nominations be instructed to recommend for 
election a committee of seven well-chosen 
brethren to serve as a permanent committee for 
the establishment of a school for our people. It 
shall be the duty of this committee to canvass the 
whole situation as pertains to the school inter- 
ests of our people and proceed in any way which 
seems best to them in securing, establishing, 
equipping and conducting such a school, and re- 
port at the next session of this Association." 

Nominations--J. E. Cox, J. E. Sherrill, C. 
C. Winters. The committee made the following 
nominations: 

Association Committee--J. A. Smith, W. 
A. Halbert, L. M. Byars, R. A. Rainey, J. W. Kelley, 
B. J. Smith, C. F. Thompson and E. B. Jones, with 
Bro. J. A. Smith to be retained as Treasurer. 

Trustees of the Orphans' Home--W. R. 
Cross, J. Ws,Sims;,) P. H. Herring; and; BaiG, 
Fitzhugh, with Bro. J. W. Sims to be retained as 
Treasurer of the Home. 

Committee on Looking to the Building of a 
Baptist College--J. A. Smith, M. P. Matheny, W. E. 
sherrill,. FE... B. Jones, C.F, thompsen.waaks 
Jones, W. A. Crutchfield. 

Board of Trustees of the Stock Owned by 
the Association in the Baptist Publishing Com- 
pany--J. A. Smith, J. L. Brown, W. E. Sherrill, J. 
W. Kelley and L. M. Byers. 


The State Association was recommended 
to meet with the Shover Springs Church, near 
Hope, with G. L. Richardson to preach the Intro- 
ductory sermon. 


Pastoral Support--Ben M. Bogard, Ben 
Fitzhugh, Ben J. Smith 

Prohibition--J. A. Gean, W. D. Dougan, J. 
A. Williams 

Christian Education--W. A. Crutchfield, 
R. H. Hinson, J. W. Avery. The report of this 
committee included three recommendations: 

1. That the churches composing this As- 
sociation be urged to locate, build, equip and 
maintain a Baptist college of the first order at the 
earliest day practical. 

2. In the meantime, your committee most 
heartily recommends Jacksonville Baptist Col- 
lege...as a safe, sound, sane college, where our 
sons and daughters may be trained. 

3. Since we have now, and have had in the 
past, several young ministers who are receiving 
and have received free tuition in Jacksonville 
College, that a cash collection be taken to assist 
in paying teachers' salaries in this institution. 
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It is stated upon good authority that there 
are at present five ministerial students in this 
college from Arkansas, and it is believed that 
there will be eight by Christmas of this year, and 
it is further stated that it will take about $400.00 
to meet the needs of this worthy group of our own 
brethren. We therefore recommend that this 
amount be provided for by this body, now in ses- 
sion." 

Woman's Work-Mrs. J. S. Allnut, Mrs. J. 
F. Runyan, Mrs. Bob Wright 

Sunday Schools--J. W. Sims, G. S. Ander- 
son. This committee noted, 

"While it is true that many of our churches 
are not possessed of any great number of capable 
teachers of the Word of God, yet the Scriptures are 
to be used as much as possible, supplementing the 
Word with some sound exposition of and infor- 
mation on the Word such as is issued by the 
General Association and furnished by the Baptist 
Sunday School Committee,...Churches which do 
not maintain an evergreen [year-round] Sunday 
school are falling far short of their privilege and 
duty. 

"The Association requests the missionar- 
ies on the field to look after the Sunday school 
work as far as possible." 

Romanism--M. P. Matheny, R. F. Orr 


Publications--J. A. Smith, M. P. Math- 
eny: ‘The Baptist and Commoner and the 
Sunday School Publications of the General As- 
sociation are potent factors in the work and 
should be in all our homes and Sunday schools. 
We are glad to report that both of these agencies 
are growing in favor and efficiency. Let the pas- 
tors and workers push them to the utmost." 

Finance--J. C. Hughes, T. E. Toler, 5. C. 
Swinney 


A resolution was offered by Eld. W. E. 
Sherrill. The following resolution was adapted as 
a substitute: 

Concerning the Word "Landmark" 

"Enemies of the principles preached by J. 
R. Graves, J. M. Pendleton and others nicknamed 
the churches believing these principles 
"Landmarkers." But "Landmark" is not now, and 
never has been, the name adopted by the churches 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Association. We are 
Baptist, Missionary Baptists, who maintain the 
principles of the New Testament in opposition to 
the departures from the faith as is manifest in 
the Conventions. 

"Therefore, resolved, That our enemies 
who call us Landmarkers with a view to making 
the impression that we have adopted that name 
and have become a new sect, are unfair and are 
acting unworthily and deceitfully. Landmarkism 
has never meant more than a phase of doctrine, 
and not the name of a church or sect, and those 
who seek to make the impression that it does are 
only seeking to deceive." 


Note: the Minute records no discussion or 
gives no hint as to what may have prompted this 
resolution. 


The Executive Committee recommended 
the following brethren to do mission work: 

Elders J. A. West, J. M. Stone, D. W. Hill, 
U. W. Jarrell, full time; W. E. Davis, one-forth 
time; J. J. Mathis, half-time; J. A. Williams, as 
much time as he can put in. 

"We ask that this body give us the privilege 
to co-operate with other men who may be elected 
a missionaries by their churches." 


The Committee on Enrollment reported 
91 churches represented in this session of the 
Association by 154 messengers and by letter. 


1918 meeting with Shover Springs 


Baptist Church near Hope 

The 1918 meeting was held with Shover 
Springs Baptist Church, near Hope. A severe flu 
epidemic swept through the state in the fall of 
1918. Many local associations failed to meet that 
fall. [See the following article by Dr. Ben M. 
Bogard for more information, and especially the 
problem relating to the Sunday School literature] 

Eld. W. E. Sherrill was elected as Modera- 
tor; Eld. J. L. Brown, Assistant Moderator, and 
Eld. Ben J. Smith as Clerk. 

Eld. George L. Richardson preached the 
Introductory Sermon from Ezek. 32:7, "The Re- 
sponsibilities of Baptist Churches." 

Committees were appointed to report on 
Christian Education, Pastoral Support, Publica- 
tions, Obituaries, Nominations, State Missions, 
Home Missions, Divine Service, Foreign Mis- 
sions, Romanism, Sunday Schools, Orphans 
Home, Women's Work, Prohibition, and Young 
People's Work. 

Note: These many reports gave opportu- 
nity for the brethren to express themselves on a 
variety of subjects. Apparently they took advan- 
tage of the opportunity, resulting in speeches 
usually being limited in duration on the last day 
of the assembly. 

Eld. J. V. Vermillion was a visitor. repre- 
senting Jacksonville College. 


At this time the State Association contin- 
ued to utilize a nominating committee. The 
committee was comprised of D. N. Jackson, G. L. 
Richardson, and L. F. Barnett. The committee 
made the following recommendations: 

Association [formerly known as Execu- 
tive] Committee: J. A. Smith, Loy. J. Ferguson, 
Ben M. Bogard, L. F. Barnett, J. W. Sims, Ben. J. 
Smith, N. L. Eddy, C. W. Henry, and E. B. Jones 

Mission Treasurer: J. A. Smith, salary at 
the rate of $1,200 per year, for the time put in on 
the field 
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Trustees of Orphans' Home: R. P. Good- 
man, J. W. Sims, P. H. Herring, B. C. Fitzhugh, 
and J. J. Roberts. Manager of Orphans' Home: T. 
H. Carter; Treasurer of Orphans' Home: J. W. 
Sims. In a later action Eld. Sims was elected as 
Financial Agent for the Orphans' Home for four 
months. 

Committee on Baptist College: J. A. 
Smith, C; C. Winters, W. E. Sherrill, E. B. Jones, 
P. H. Herring, R. P. Goodman, and T. C. Rushing 

Trustees of Stock Owned by the State As- 
sociation in the Baptist Publishing Co.: J. A. 
Smith, J. L. Brown, W. E. Sherrill, J. W. Kelley, 
and L. M. Byers 

Young People's Work 

"We further recommend that the churches 
add and maintain a Baptist Young People's 
Training Course, and use as literature the quar- 
terly published by the Baptist Sunday School 
Conmmittee...... 


On Tuesday at 7:30 PM Bro. J. W. Sims 
preached from Judges 7:20-21; on Wednesday at 
11 AM Bro. J. L. Brown preached from Psalm 
72:16, at 7:30 Bro. Ben M. Bogard preached ; on 
Thursday at 11 AM, Bro. J. A. West preached. 


Foreign Missions 

"The General Association has six mis- 
sionaries on the Foreign fields and three others 
knocking at our door to be sent to China. The six 
that are on the field are doing the best they can 
under existing circumstances." 

Orphans Home 

REPOIL Of J Ws. Simms, ~Preasurer: 
"$7,311.88 was received from all sources. We find 
that we now owe on the general expenses of the 
home $1,150 and to the Merchant and Planters 
Bank $600, making $1750 our entire indebted- 
ness of the purchase of the farm. There is 
$5,000.00 due on the purchase of the farm the 
25th of February, 1919, and the balance due in 
February, 1920. "Motion to amend the report by 
recommending the present management of the 
home for another year. Lost 

"After discussion by T. H. Carter and W. R. 
Cross, a collection was taken for the home 
amounting to $658.05 in cash and pledges; also 
there were pledges to buy eight acres of land. The 
report was adopted as read." 

State Missions 

"There are many pastorless churches 
which need the help of our missionaries. 

"There are many churches which need in- 
formation on the differences that exist between 
Convention Baptists and the old line Baptists. 

"Central and Antioch Baptist churches 
are asking for a missionary in the city of Little 
Rock and there is great need of work in that city. 

"We, your committee, recommend that 
four of the strongest men we can get be put in the 
field for full time and as many for part time as we 
can support. 


"We further recommend that this Associ- 
ation employ a missionary for the city of Little 
Rock and North Little Rock." 

Mission reports were given by W. E. Davis, 
J. A. Williams, J. A. Smith, J. M. Stone, and J. A. 
West. 


Sunday School report, given by D. N. 
Jackson: "We regret to say that our literature in 
some things has not been what we should like but 
we believe it is the best we can get; therefore, we 
believe all Landmark or true Baptists should use 
the General Association series published by the 
Baptist Sunday School Committee... And ask the 
General Association to correct, as soon as they 
meet any defect that may appear in the manage- 
ment or Editorship of the same." 


Home Missions 

"By Home Missions we mean that phase of 
mission work which does not come under the 
head of local organizations, as State or Associa- 
tional Missions, but the mission work in our 
home land supported by the General Association. 

"The General Association has had four 
men on the field for full time during the past 
year, who will have good reports to offer at the 
proper time." 

Christian Education 

"We recommend the Jacksonville College, 
Jacksonville, Texas, be patronized by our own 
people in Arkansas until we shall build a college 
of our own. Some of our best men and women 
have been educated there. That institution needs 
more students, more dormitory room, an en- 
dowment fund and enlargement in every particu- 
lar. But the college is doing excellent work now. 

"We note with pleasure the progress that 
has been made in building a College at Sheridan, 
Arkansas. The campus consisting of thirteen 
acres has been paid for. Plans and specifications 
for a commodious building have been drawn and 
some subscriptions have been made toward 
building. 

"We recommend that a man be put on the 
field to raise the money and trust that the build- 
ing be completed as soon as possible. We recom- 
mend that the Trustees secure the man and put 
him to work." 

J. L. Brown, D. N. Jackson, Ben M. Bogard, 
J. A. Smith 

$1.025.90 was pledged for the College at 
Sheridan. 


The Obituary Report noted the death of 
Eld. M. P. Matheny, Texarkana, a pastor, writer, 
and manager of our Sunday School literature..." 
The report recommended that U. W. Jarrell, 
Texarkana, be made the custodian of a voluntary 
fund to place an appropriate monument at the 
grave. [see the following chapter for a biographi- 
cal sketch] 
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The following missionaries were recom- 
mended: 

S. C. Swinney, McNeil, half-time; J. M. 
Stone, Stephens, full-time; J. A. West, Little Rock, 
full-time; L. F. Barnett, Magnolia, full-time; G. L. 
Richardson, New Edenburg, as much as he can; J. 
E. Sherrill, Bald Knob, half-time; J. W. Scott, 
Okolona, half-time; J. W. Williams, Armstrong 
Springs, half-time. 

The clerk was authorized to include the 
proceedings of the Ladies State Auxiliary in the 
Minute. 

In the November 13, Baptist and Com- 
moner, Dr. Bogard reported: 

"Many of the living were kept away on ac- 
count of the influenza, and the delegation was cut 
at least half; but those who were here made up for 
much of the good the absent ones would have 
done. The work was done with a dispatch that 
was seldom seen. 

"Have we prospered during the past year? | 
should say so. Over seven thousand dollars for 
the Orphan's Home and near three thousand dol- 
lars for State Missions, and the College at Sheri- 
dan well on the way, and good collections for 
Home and Foreign Missions, and that too when 
the strongest associations which work with the 
State Association had not met on account of the 
influenza,... 

"The State Association called upon the 
General Association to see to it the errors which 
had been put into the Sunday School literature by 
G. S. Anderson, be corrected, and a writer be 
secured who could be depended on to produce 
sound literature. One good thing about the Gen- 
eral Associations Sunday School literature is 
that when anything goes wrong the churches can 
correct it, as the literature is owned and con- 
trolled by the churches. When you use Conven- 
tion literature you have no opportunity to correct 
an error, as the Convention is not subject to the 
churches."©7 


Observation 

It appears the Association got off to a good 
start for the first few years, and then interest 
seemed to wane. The number of churches and 
messengers appeared to decline. However, it 
should be noted that by 1919 interest appears to 
have increased, and a more optimistic spirit pre- 
vailed. A total of 95 churches represented in this 
session. 

It also appears the Association began to 
operate more in line with Landmark principles, 
much as the Association has been conducted the 
past 40 years. Definite stands were made at the 
1919 meeting, reflecting response to the 75 Mil- 
lion Campaign of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion that led many local churches and associa- 
tions to again assert Landmark principles. 

Most of the churches within the local as- 
sociations that defected to the SBC had done so, 
and new Landmark Associations were being or- 


ganized as needed. Therefore, it would appear the 
State Association by its eighteenth session was 


coming of age. 


1919 Meeting at Big Creek, Sheridan 

Eld. Ben J. Smith, England, preached the 
Introductory Sermon on "The Great Commis- 
sion." 

Eld. W. E. Sherrill was elected Moderator 
and Eld. Ben J. Smith as Clerk. 

Eld. Ben M. Bogard preached from I Tim. 
6:12, "A Good Warfare," and Eld. W. A. Crutchfield 
preached on "The Law and Grace" from Heb. 7:19. 

Committee appointments included: 

State Missions- J. A. Smith, W. E. Liddel, 
J. A. Gean. This committee stated, 

"We need men who are competent to dis- 
cuss the differences between Missionary Baptists 
of the Apostolic type and modern Convention 
Baptists.” 

Reports were made by J. W. West, J. A. 
Williams, J. A. Smith, G. L. Richardson, J. A. Pe- 
ters, S. C. Swinney, J. T. Gathright, J. M. Stone, L. 
F. Barnett and J. W. Scott. 

The summary report included: Days la- 
bored 1,048, Sermons preached 714, Conversions 
67, Baptized 75, Churches organized 1, Sunday 
Schools organized 5, Collected on Field 
$1,497.98, Total amount collected for State Mis- 
sions $4,451.24. 

Sunday School-D. N. Jackson, T. C. Rush- 
ing, D. H. Sandford 

"One great hindrance and ecclesiastical 
evil that is now perhaps prevalent in many 
churches is the usage of Convention and David C. 
Cook literature. Such mistakes should be recti- 
fied by an exchange of such literature for that 
which stands four-square for the faith of our fa- 
thers. Our people should raise their own litera- 
ture and not give advertisement to other publica- 
tions by allowing literature branded with their 
brands to be used in our Sunday Schools. 

"It would be well if Missionary or 
Arkansas Baptists everywhere would use their 
own literature, and therefore, we recommend 
that greater interest be taken by those who are in 
sympathy with our literature published by the 
Baptist Sunday School Committee...." 

Orphans Home-J. W. Sims, B. C. Fitzhugh, 
Pah iebng. 

1. We recommend that the Home be better 
furnished with furniture that will be comfortable 
and useful to the children 

2. We recommend that the trustees be in- 
structed to secure a number one good farmer to 
run the farm and raise just as much of everything 
that can be utilized by the Home, and also as 
much of a money crop as can be produced. 

3. We further recommend that every pas- 
tor in the State and every friend of the Home go 
back to their respective fields and raise as much 
money as possible by Jan. 1 to aid in paying the 
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debts now due, both on the running expenses and 
on the farm. 

The treasurer reported $13,980.55 re- 
ceived from all sources, $14,195.71 in disburse- 
ments, and a balance of $298.62. 

Contributions in cash and pledges at the 
Association amounted to $3,050.00. 


Christian Education-E. B. Jones, J. A. 
Smith, W. H. Hodges. This report was read by Eld. 
E. B. Jones, principal teacher in the College at 
Sheridan: 

"While the Convention brethren are mak- 
ing their 75 million drive, the ultimate object of 
which is the crushing of Baptist liberty, let us lay 
our very lives and all that we possess upon the al- 
ter of service in defense of that liberty for which 
Baptists have bled and died. 

"While they erect a monument to Roger 
Williams, whom they call the founder of the Bap- 
tist Church in America, let us erect a college 
building to the honor and glory of Christ, the 
Founder and Head of the Missionary Baptist 
Church: 

The report of the trustees stated: 

"The First Baptist Church at Sheridan 
tendered the use of their house, together with an 
annex to be erected by the church, for which we 
are very thankful." 

The faculty was listed as J. A. Smith, 
President; W. H. Hodges and E. B. Jones, teachers. 

They reported the school formally opened 
September 22 with twenty-two students at pre- 
sent, including eight young ministers. 

C. A. Gilbert was elected Financial Agent 
for the School. The amount received from all 
sources $3,189.16. Paid out for land $1,186.40, 
total paid out $2,500.33, leaving a balance of 
$688.32. 

At this meeting, Eld. Gilbert lead a two- 
hour fund-raising appeal which resulted in a to- 
tal of $17,681.50 in cash and pledges. 

Note: Needless to say, that was quite an 
amount considering the financial condition of 
most of the churches. 


Publications-Ben M. Bogard, T. H. Carter, 
J. M. Gibson. This report, read by Eld. Bogard rec- 
ommended, 

"that the stock in the Baptist Publishing 
Company, owned by the State Association, be 
sold and all the proceeds be put into the funds of 
said Company to be used in putting the paper on a 
more substantial basis and to increase the circu- 
lation of the paper." 

The paper was the Baptist and Commoner, 
of which Dr. Bogard was editor. 

After the report, and this proposition 
were discussed, "a motion to amend by striking 
out that part which recommended selling the 
stock owned by the State Association in the Bap- 
tist Publishing Company." 

The amendment carried. 


Young People's Work-W. A. Crutchfield, J. 
T. Gathright, D. N. Jackson 

Women's Work-Mrs. M. P. Metheny, Mrs. 
T. C. Rushing, Mrs. A. L. Crudup 


A speech was made by Eld. Ben M. Bogard 
on the M. P. Metheny monument fund. 

Visitors included Eld. J. W. Brewer, En- 
low, TX 

The Nominating Committee made the fol- 
lowing recommendations: 

Mission Committee-J. A. Smith, Loy J. 
Ferguson, Ben M. Bogard, D. N. Jackson, J. W. 
Sims, Ben J. Smith, N. L. Eddy, C. W. Henry, E. B. 
Jones 

Mission Treasurer-Eld. J. A. Smith, 
salary at the rate of $1,200 per year for time put 
in on the field 

Trustees to Orphans Home-R. P. Good- 
man, J. W. Sims, P. H. Herring, B. C. Fitzhugh, J: 
J. Roberts 

Treasurer for Orphans Home-J. W. Sims; 
Manager of Orphans Home-T. H. Carter 

Trustees for Missionary Baptist College-J. 
A: Smith,-C. C-“Winters;.W] Esher ha. 
Jones, P. H. Herring, R. P. Goodman, T. C. Rush- 


ing 

Trustees of Stock owned in Baptist Pub- 
lishing Co., by State Association-J. A. Smith, J. 
L. Brown, W. E. Sherrill, J. W. Kelley, L. M. Byers 


It should be noted that after the initial 
separation from the State Convention, some lo- 
cal associations and churches became somewhat 
neutral in their positions toward the two state- 
wide bodies. However, the adoption of the 75 Mil- 
lion Campaign, the fore-runner to the Co-opera- 
tive Program, forced some associations and 
churches to make definite decisions. We have al- 
ready noted the reference in the Christian Educa- 
tion report. 

The following "Special Resolution", read 
by D. N. Jackson and discussed by Ben M. Bogard, 
expressed the sentiment of the State Association: 

"Whereas, the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, in her recent session at Atlanta, GA, 
launched a collective campaign to raise 75 mil- 
lions of dollars which will be used to establish 
autocratic conventionism in the Home and For- 
eign Mission Fields; and 

"Whereas, The apportionment of $350,000 
of the $75,000,000 is to be directly used to erect 
the proposed "Roger Williams Memorial" at 
Washington, D.C., which will suggest an erro- 
neous topic in the annals of Baptist history, and 
which will stimulate the non-Baptist religious 
Controversialists to add prestige among the cred- 
ulous against the Baptist honored tenant of 
"Church Perpetuity", and 

"Whereas, Missionary, or Arkansas Bap- 
tists are being called upon to support by their 
means the said 75 million campaign, and many 
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of them are being deceived into giving of their 
means to its support; 

"Therefore, Be it resolved: 

"First, That the State Association of 
Arkansas Baptist Churches, in this, the Eigh- 
teenth Annual Session, place the stamp of her 
disapproval upon the action of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

"Second, That adequate means be used to 
inform our brotherhood of the said action of the 
Convention...." 


In addition to the "Special Resolution," 
the Draft of a Special Tract was placed in the 
Minute. The purpose of the tract was to delineate 
the difference between true Missionary Baptists 
and modern Convention Baptists. The sub-head- 
ing read: "Unscriptural, Un-Baptistic Methods 
Among Modern Baptists - An Open Call to Loyal 
Baptists." 

"The spirit of commercialism and greed 
has so completely permeated Convention organi- 
zations of America that they have left in the 
background the "Glory of Christ through His 
Churches." 

The tract concluded, "Your church is enti- 
tled to representation in the General Associa- 
tion... This body claims: 

1. That the Commission was given to the 
church and not to individuals, 

2. That churches and churches only are 
God's authorized agents to evangelize the world, 

3. That in Associational work the church 
and not the individual is the unit of representa- 
tion. Therefore, the least church is entitled to the 
same number of messengers that the largest ones 
have. 

4. She believes in the blood-bought free- 
dom of speech and press, 

5. She does not believe in modern fads, 
such as the "Roger Williams Memorial," the using 
of mission funds to build hospitals, shops, and 
other lines of secular work." 

The committee to draft the tract was Ben 
M. Bogard, J. L. Brown, D. N. Jackson and W. E. 
Liddell. The adoption of the tract was also dis- 
cussed by W. A. Clark, C. C. Winters, and G. F. 
Moody. 

The New Missionary Committee elected 
Eld. J. A. Smith as Chairman, and E. B. Jones as 
Secretary. 

Eld. J. A. Smith was elected as Missionary 
treasurer, at a salary of $125 per month and 
transportation expenses for actual time put in on 
the field. Elders J. M. Stone and C. A. Rogers were 
placed on a salary of $100 per month, and Eld. C. 
W. McDonald was placed on a salary of $125 per 
month, all subject to actual time put in on the 
field. 

A motion was made to amend the report 
by making all salaries the same. This motion 
lost. 


Eld. C. A. Gilbert preached on "The Faith 
of Moses," from Heb. 11:23-29. 

Dr. W. A. Clark eloquently sang the song 
of his wife's departure from this world, telling the 
"Story of the Little Stick," and the congregation 
engaged in a glorious handshake of appreciation 
on behalf of Dr. Clark. 

This Minute also includes proceedings of 
the Women's State Auxiliary. 

The Arkansas Gazette for Nov. 5, 1919 re- 
ported, "Dr. W. A. Clark, formerly editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist years ago, is among the noted 
messengers who are in attendance. He is now liv- 
ing near Hot Springs, having moved from Los 
Angeles, Ca, back to Arkansas a few months ago." 


In his report in the Nov. 12, 1919 Baptist 
and Commoner, Dr. Bogard wrote: 

"It was a great hour when three thousand 
dollars were raised by the collection for the Or- 
phans' Home. It was a greater two hours when 
Bro. Gilbert took the floor and got in cash and 
pledges about seventeen thousand dollars for 
Missionary Baptist College at Sheridan. Gilbert 
is a wonderful collector. He is the right man in 
the right place. Let's stand by him and make the 
college a howling success. But Gilbert could not 
have raised such a sum of money if the brethren 
had not been made to feel that the work is the 
Lord's work and, once it was in their heart, the 
collection came out of their hearts. 

"The best thing that happened was when 
the venerable W. A. Clark told the story of a trip 
to the top of a mountain in California with his 
wife and where he cut a walking stick from a bush 
that grew on the mountain top and he and his 
wife, deciding that they had not long for this 
world sang "Home Sweet Home. 

"The whole audience was moved to tears 
and rushed forward and gave him their hands.,... 

"They all love Dr. Clark and he stands 
higher now among true Baptists than he ever 
didyeaw 


1920 at Waldo 

The 1920 meeting was held with Waldo 
Baptist Church, beginning Tuesday, Nov. 9. The 
Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J. L. 
Brown, Associate Editor of the Baptist and 
Commoner. 

The following officers were elected: 

Eld. C. C. Winters, of McNeil, Moderator; 
Eld. E. B. Jones, president of Missionary Baptist 
College, Sheridan, Assistant Moderator; Eld. Ben 
J. Smith, Recording Clerk, and Eld. J. A. Smith 
was re-elected as Mission Treasurer. 

Others preaching at this session were El- 
ders C. A. Smith (Sherman, TX), E. B. Jones, J. A. 
Smith, and J. A. Williams. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed: 

Nominations--J. A. Smith, J. M. Stone, R. 
P. Goodman 
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Beginning in 1920 the standing commit- 

tees were increased to include fifteen members. 
Trustees of the Orphans' Home 

J. W. Sims, Marvell; L. M. Byers, Nashville; R. P. 
Goodman, Malvern; J. W. Scott, Gurdon; P. H. 
Herring, Bodcaw; R. L. Powell, Corning; C. A. 
Gilbert, Texarkana; G. R. Roebuck, Haynes; T. F. 
Jones, Decatur; T. F. Westbrook, Dierks; R. W. 
Glover, Sheridan; C. C. Winters, McNeil; J. J. 
Roberts, Hope; W. A. Winston, Palmyra; B. C. 
Fitzhugh, Malvern 


Trustees of Stock in Baptist Publishing Co. 

I. N. Borum, Magnolia; J. L. Brown, Walnut Grove; 
J. W. Kelley, Prattsville; C. A. Gilbert, Texarkana; 
N. L. Eddy, Buckner; D. N. Jackson, Texarkana; 
Ben J. Smith, England; J. J. Byers, Gravette; W. E. 
Liddell, Nettleton; C. W. Henry, Little Rock; W. E. 
Haynie, Gurdons (Do Mesismiths Portia;, 1. G: 
Morgan, Hamburg; C. D. Cox, Waldo; E. C. Conley, 
Springdale 


Missionary Committee 

W. EE. Sherrill, Sheridan; D. N. Jackson, 
Texarkana; Ben M. Bogard, Little Rock; P. H. 
Herring, Bodcaw; J. W. Sims, Marvell; N. L. Eddy, 
Buckner; E. T. Herring, Quitman; J. E. King, Ben- 
tonville; Ben J. Smith, England; G. F. Moody, Ri- 
son; R. L. Powell, Corning; J. A. Smith, Little 
Rock; J. W. Kelley, Prattsville; J. L. Brown, Wal- 
nut Grove; J. G. Murry, Thornton 


Trustees of Missionary Baptist College 

J. W. Kelley, Prattsville; Frank McCool, Sheri- 
dan; W. E. Sherrill, Sheridan; T. C. Rushing, 
Sherrill; J. AsSmith, Little Rock;-P.). Hy Herring} 
Bodcaw; E. B. Jones, Sheridan; W. E. Haynie, 
Gurdon; J. H. Bradley, Elm Springs; T. F. Jones, 
Decatur; C.-C: Winters, MeNeil;) J: C: Hughes, 
Donaldson; R. P. Goodman, Malvern; W. H. 
Hodges, Texarkana; J. L. Turner, Cypert 


State Missions-W. E. Sherrill, W. M. 
Owen, George F. Moody 

Home Missions--U. W. Jarrell, J. F. Man- 
ning, W. E. Hardy 

This Committee reported that "besides our 
esteemed missionary-treasurer, Elder C. C. 
Winters, who has labored faithfully and traveled 
extensively over the field, holding meetings and 
promoting the work, we have eight missionaries 
who have worked faithfully for the greater part of 
the year. We are glad to report that we have no 
debt and the treasury is not empty. " 

They further added, "Of the twenty-five 
thousand Baptist churches in the South only 
about twelve thousand are supporting the sev- 
enty-five million drive of the Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

"There are about two million Association 
Baptists in the South and about fifty per-cent of 
the Baptists in the United States are in harmony 
with our principles." 


"We recommend that Home Missions be 
kept constantly before our churches by the pastor 
and that every effort be made to save the churches 
from the inroads of conventionism." 

Foreign Missions--J. L. Brown, W. R. 
Cross, L. L. Shoptaw 

"We are glad to say that our Foreign Mis- 
sion force has been greatly strengthened by the 
ten missionaries that sailed recently to China, 
one of which was our own Zenobia Leonard, of 
Huntington, Ark. We have at this time sixteen 
foreign missionaries. 

"We recommend that the names of the 
missionaries, with their addresses be kept in the 
mission page of the Baptist and Commoner so our 
people may know who they are and where they 
are, and so keep in touch with them and their 
work." 

Sunday Schools--N. L. Eddy, B. F. McCool, 
E. B. Russell 

This report began with an unusual twist, 
"Rather than searching the Scriptures to find 
proof on which to substantiate our claim for a 
Sunday School it is harder to find proof that will 
excuse for failure to organizing and maintaining 
a Sunday School in every Baptist church in 
Arkansas, or anywhere else." 

Later the report stated, "The primary ob- 
ject in the Sunday School work should be to ul- 
timately lead the pupil to Christ, hence none ex- 
cept church members, and Baptists at that, 
should be chosen as teachers, for after they be- 
come disciples they are to be taught ‘All things 
whatsoever Christ commanded,’ and Baptists are 
the only folks doing that." 

Orphans Home--J. W. Sims, B. C. 
Fitzhugh, T. M. Baskin 

"We have in Texarkana a nice brick build- 
ing situated on a ten acre plot of ground which 
gives us sufficient ground for garden and truck 
patches of every kind, which is used to the best 
advantage in helping to supply the needs of the 
children. Thank God this is paid for in full. 

"We have in addition to this a 140 acre 
farm for which we promised to pay nearly ten 
thousand dollars and it is about half paid out, 
owing now $5,200 on the farm which must be ar- 
ranged for... 

In addition to the farm land, the commit- 
tee $1,000 owed on current expenses, and also a 
note of $1,000 that had been previously made for 
operating expenses. The Committee proposed, 
"We should make a great effort tonight in a con- 
tribution of cash and pledge to take up these mat- 
ters:* 

The Treasurer's report showed that 
$11,760.32 had been received from all sources. 
Total disbursements were $11,570.24. The cash 
and pledges amounted to $1,696.00. 

J. W. Sims was re-elected as Treasurer and 
financial agent, and T. H. Carter was re-elected as 
Manager for the Home. 
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Christian Education--E. B. Jones, I. N. 
Borum, Foster Cox. Their report concluded, 

"Among our greatest needs today is that of 
a school where our boys and girls as well as our 
young ministers are taught the truth of God's 
word in its purity and where the modern fads and 
skepticism are exposed and condemned. The 
greatest conflict between truth and error that the 
world has ever known is now upon us... 

"The State Association has, at Sheridan, 
Arkansas, the Missionary Baptist College. It has 
been established for the purpose of teaching the 
true principles for which true Baptists of 
Arkansas and other States stand. In this school 
the Bible is the standard by which all things are 
tested." 

Pastoral Support--J. A. Peters, L. M. By- 
ers, J. W. Scott 

This committee recommended "that the 
churches consider the high cost of living and the 
importance of the pastor giving himself continu- 
ally to the ministry of the word and prayer and 
that more system be used in the support of the 
pastors. 

"It is impossible for the pastor to follow 
some secular line of work and develop his talents 
in the Lord's work, and if the pastor fails to grow 
the church will also fail to grow. The pastor 
should have full support from the churches he 
ministers unto. The laborer is worthy of his hire 
and they that preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel." 

Publications--Ben M. Bogard, D. W. 
Barham, C. C. Parker 

This report stated, "Association Baptists 
should rejoice in the success of the publications 
of the Baptist Sunday School Committee...Our 
Sunday School literature has succeeded beyond 
all expectations. Manager C. A. Gilbert and Edi- 
tor D. N. Jackson have wrought well. Every Sun- 
day School should use our Sunday School publi- 
cations. 

"Our paper, the Baptist and Commoner, 
has succeeded beyond our fondest hopes, when we 
consider the abnormal times through which it 
has passed. We recommend that all our people 
read and support the Baptist and Commoner. 

As had become the custom, several reports 
called for an offering in cash and pledges for the 
cause advocated. On this occasion the pledges and 
offerings for the college totaled $4,113.20, which 
indicates substantial sentiment for support. By 
contrast the cash and pledges for state missions 
totaled $740.05 and the Orphans' Home totaled 
$1,696. 

Young People's Work--T. F. Westbrook, J. 
J. Byers, L. F. Barnett 

Women' s Work--Mrs. Ben M. Bogard, Mrs. 
John Jackson, Mrs. A. L. Crudup 

This committee reported, "We have side- 
tracked from the general enterprises of the asso- 
ciation by taking up the distribution of Bibles 
and tracts which are free to all solicitors. This 


work has surpassed the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of its originators. Arkansas has extended 
the helping hand to other States--the money be- 
ing furnished all these years by the women of 
Arkansas. We have never had to call for money 
from anyone. Our offerings have been free and 
met our needs." 

Temperance--R. W. Glover, E. T. Haynie, 


E.J.G. Carter 
Obituaries--J. T. Gathright, L. A. Oxford, 
W. R. Stead 


In this Minute the Executive Committee 
was designated simply as the Missionary Com- 
mittee, which follows the pattern currently prac- 
ticed. However, the Declaration of Principles still 
called for "An Executive Committee composed of 
one member from each co-operating church, 
when so elected or designated by the church, and 
15 others of this body." The duties of the commit- 
tee were also expressed." 

The following missionary reports were 
given: 

L. L. Shoptaw reported two churches orga- 
nized; C. A. Rogers reported 51 conversions, 25 
baptisms, and three churches organized; W. E. 
Davis reported 30 baptisms; J. T. Gathright re- 
ported 27 conversions and 22 baptisms; Walter 
Griffin reported 14 conversions; J. A. Williams 
reported 26 additions to churches; J. A. Smith re- 
ported eight conversions and baptisms, and one 
association organized; J. A. Peters reported 81 
conversions and 64 baptisms; J. M. Stone re- 
ported 12 baptisms, and four Sunday Schools and 
one church organized. 

The summary included 181 professions, 
161 baptized, four churches and five Sunday 
Schools organized with a total of $1,941.31 col- 
lected on the field. This added to the amount col- 
lected by the Treasurer made a total of $4,072.69 
for State Missions. 


The report on obituaries indicated the 
death of Dr. W. A. Clark of Hot Springs. Dr. Clark, 
as editor of the Arkansas Baptist, first opposed 
the utilization of a corresponding secretary. This 
opposition was the focal point for the eventual 
division in the State work. He had served as 
Moderator of the State Association in 1902, 1903, 
alice L 7A 

The Minute reported a motion prevailed 
for Ben M. Bogard, J. L. Brown, and J. A. Smith to 
make 10 minute talks in tribute to Dr. W. A. 
Clark and the other minister mentioned in the 
report. Whereupon beautiful tribute was paid Dr. 
Clark, who for many years was editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist. 


Dr. Bogard wrote about Dr. Clark in the 
Baptist and Commoner®®: "Elder W. A. Clark 
came in for his share of abuse. How much he suf- 
fered no one will ever know unless it is revealed 
in eternity. He was charged with almost every 
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bad thing while he was laboring faithfully for the 
cause all should love. There were times when he 
did not have sufficient food for his family and at 
times he did not have street car fare and he would 
walk the long distance home from the Arkansas 
Baptist office, where he was trying to make a 
Baptist paper succeed under the terrible pressure 
they were bringing to bear on him." 


The Trustees of the Missionary Baptist 
College reported, "...the first session of our school 
which closed June 4, 1920, was very successful, 
beginning with the small number of eight and 
closing with forty-eight, fourteen of which were 
ministerial students. 

"The present session of the school was 
formally opened September 21 with thirty-seven 
students. The number has increased to forty-five, 
ten of whom are ministers. There are several 
other young preachers who are planning to enter 
soon. 

The School reported assets of $4,242.79 in 
cash, bonds, and stamps, and $25,327.00 in 
notes, and noted, "Besides this we have several 
thousand dollars of good pledges." 


The New Missionary Committee met and 
re-elected Eld. J. A. Smith as Chairman and Eld. 
N. L. Eddy as Secretary. 

The following missionaries were en- 
dorsed for the specified territories: 

Eld. J. W. Scott, Gurdon, to work in 
Southwest Arkansas; Eld. J. A. Peters, to work in 
central west Arkansas, from Ft. Smith south; 
Eld. J. T. Gathright, to work in Clark, Hot 
Springs, Nevada, and Howard counties; Eld. J. M. 
Stone, to work in south Arkansas; Eld. J. E. Bog- 
ard, to work in the Friendship Association, in co- 
operation with that Association; Eld. R. L. 
Powell, to work in the Current River and Spring 
River Associations and the "hill Country" adjoin- 
ing; Eld. L. L. Shoptaw, to work in eastern 
Arkansas. 

"Motion that where a missionary helps 
churches, having thirty members or more, in a 
protracted meeting or moderating in debates, he 
notify the church that unless it will pay the mis- 
sionary his salary for time put in he will not help 
and that all amounts above go to missions." 

The Report on Enrollment stated ninety- 
four churches were represented in this session. 
This Minute also included a four-page double- 
column "list of ministers in sympathy with the 
State Association." 


(The following churches do not fellowship in any 
local association. Therefore, they are listed here) 


Tilly Missionary Baptist Church 
Tilly 
The Tilly MBC was established Dec. 2, 
1961, under the sponsorship of Union Hill MBC. 


Charter members were Alzina Fountain, Alfred 
Fountain, Avis Fountain, Floyd Fountain, 
Evangeline Fountain, Oma Horn, Icy Watts, 
Willodine Harris, Chester Harris, Rosalie Foun- 
tain, James Fountain, Charles Fountain, Doice 
Horn, Elgin Housley, Yvonne Housley, Marilyn 
Hurley, Mack Tester, Charlene Tester, Annorah, 
Watts, Glenda Watts, and Bobby Watts. 

The church property was donated by Al- 
fred Fountain. The building and three class- 
rooms were completed by Dec. 2, 1961. The 
church was later bricked. In 1982 a fellowship 
hall was added, with a basement and another 
classroom. 

Bro. Lester Passmore was the first pastor. 
Other pastors were Sherril Williams, Charles 
Trustee, Luther Branscum, O. L. Kinsey, Ron 
Shipley, and Russell Warrick. 


Antioch Landmark Missionary Baptist 


Church, Pencil Bluff 

Antioch MB Church was organized on Oct. 
18, 1970 in the home of Bro. Norman Hopson, 2.5 
miles west of Pencil Bluff. Bro. Hopson was a 
missionary from Cedar Grove MBC (Benton). Mt. 
View MBC (Hot Springs) sent Bro. A. D. Hatmaker 
to assist in the mission work and lead in the or- 
ganization. 

Charter members were Bro. A. D. Hat- 
maker, Sis. A. D. Hatmaker, Bro. Norman Hop- 
son, Sis. Edith Hopson, Larry Hopson, Linda 
Fryar, Bro. J. A. Taylor, Sis. J. A. Taylor, Gussie 
Thomas and Terry Thomas. 

Bro. A. D. Hatmaker was pastor from the 
organization until 1972. Bro. Norman Hopson 
has been pastor since that time. 

The church met in the Hopson home until 
a dwelling house was purchased in August, 1972, 
next to the Hopson home. That is the present site 
of the church. 
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Dr. W. A. Clark 

William Allen Clark was born in Clinton 
County near Roseville, Ind., May 24, 1844. He at- 
tended public school 1855-1860 and entered the 
Simonds Select School for Boys in Indianapolis 
in 1861. On August 9, 1862, at the age of 18, he 
volunteered for service in the Civil War and was 
assigned to Company K, 72nd Indiana Volun- 
teers, Wilder's "Lightning Brigade" of Mounted In- 
fantry. Was in active service throughout the war 
and at its close went to Kansas, where on 
November 13, 1865 he married Jennie C. Jordan 
of Tecumseh, Kansas. 

To this union were born two sons and two 
daughters,.. He is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Emma Allison Clerk, whom he married Sep. 5 
1914 at Lawrence, Ark. 

He married three times, his second wife 
being Mrs. Mary Norris Clerk, whom he married 
December 14, 1908, and who died November 12, 
1909, as the result of a stage coach accident. 

His religious service began with his con- 
version in May, 1867, when he joined the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Some months later 
he joined the Lynn Creek Kansas, Baptist Church. 
On February 2, 1872 he was licensed to preach 
and on April 22, 1872, he was ordained to the 
ministry. 

A few months later he sold his farm in 
Kansas and went to Chicago where he attended 
the Baptist Theological Seminary for three years. 
The Divinity Degree was conferred upon him by 
the State University of Arkansas in 1881. 

He was pastor of Valpariso, Ind., 
at Elkhart, Ind., 1875-6; Dardanelle, Ark., 1877; 
Helena, Ark., 1879; Bristol, Tenn.-Va., 1880-81; 
Hot Springs, Ark., 1884-5-6-7; Chico, Calif, 1888: 
Alpino, Calif., 1905-7; Lawrence, Ark. 1915-20. 

He also was State Evangelist in Arkansas 
for a number of years and was editor of The 
Arkansas Baptist most of the time from Febru- 
ary, 1889 until 1905, when he took his invalid 
wife (and the mother of his children) to Alpine, 
Calif. She died there June 6, 1907, was buried in 
the Bellefontaine cemetery, St. Louis. In 1909 he 
took charge of the Experiment Fruit Farm at 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, where he remained 
until 1912, later visiting his children in Cali- 
fornia and St. Louis until October, 1915, when he 
bought a little country home at Lawrence, near 
Hot Springs, Ark., where he resided until his 
death which occurred at his home in Arkansas 
on Wednesday, June 30, 1920. 

The people of his home community as- 
sembled en masse at the memorial service which 


1873-4; 


was conducted there by Elder J. W. McDonald of 


Hot Springs Church, following which the body 
was brought to St. Louis and interred in 


Bellefontaine cemetery after a sey service in 
Wagoner chapel, conducted by Elder S. E. Ewing. 


The biographical sketch in the 


1920 
minute of the Saline Association added, "A min- 


ister forty-eight years, State Evangelist about 
three years and did a great work. And during this 
time he preached 876 sermons and baptized 5 982 
converts. A successful pastor of churches. A 
number of years Editor of The Arkansas Baptist 
(now the Baptist and Commoner.) Moderator of 
the Saline Association eight times (1885-86! 
1901-04, 1916-19). A real missionary who stood 
four square for church independence and 
supremacy. A patriot in Israel fallen--called to 
his reward June 30, 1920." 

This sketch was prepared by A. B. Shock- 
ley, who was clerk of the Association from 1899- 
1910, 1912-22. Shockley, from Ten Mile Church, 
showed an intense interest in the Association's 
history, and collected many old minutes. 

Reminiscences 

Just a few months prior to his death, Dr. 
Clark prepared an article titled "“Reminiscences' 
for publication in The Baptist and Commoner. 
This article was re-published in the July 28, 1920 
edition, which included the account of his life 
and tributes by such men as M. W. Izard, J. L. 
Brown, J. A. Smith, and Ben M. Bogard, the edi- 
tor. One purpose of the article was to show that 
Dr. Clark opposed convention practices and 
abuses many years before Dr. Bogard, and "other 
new-comers" became active in the State work. 
After a short introduction, Dr. Clark wrote: 

"I accepted the pastorate at Dardanelle 
early in 1877 and in July of the same year at- 
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tended the State Convention at Forrest City. Dr. 
J. R. Graves was there and the entire brotherhood 
almost idolized him. The Southern Baptist 
Convention received scant attention. The con- 
vention adopted measures to employ me as evan- 
gelist for the State and after Dardanelle Church 
recommended me for the work, I entered the field, 
January 1, 1878. Up to the end of the convention 
year I labored thirty-one weeks, visited forty-two 
churches, preached 216 sermons and baptized 
eighty-two converts. I had nothing to do with su- 
perintending the work of others and trusted the 
Lord and his people to support me. I paid my own 
expenses and my support was ample, amounting 
to ($481.55) four hundred and eighty-one dollars 
and fifty-five cents. 

"The next convention met at Monticello 
and the Executive Board reported that "Our Mis- 
sionary deserves the unqualified approbation of 
the convention.’ I was continued in the work and 
labored twenty weeks. I visited twenty destitute 
fields, preached 187 sermons, and baptized 
seventy-five (75) converts. The plan and manner 
of the convention was then almost identical with 
the plan and manner of the present State 
Association. I resigned the work and entered the 
pastorate because my wife's health required me at 
home. 

In 1879 the Convention met at Hope and I 
was again elected 'State Evangelist.’ I declined the 
work. During these years there was no discord 
and the baptisms were about twelve per cent of 
the membership each year. 

In the convention at Russellville in 1880 
came the introduction of episcopacy and mam- 
mon2. Here are the words as found in the Min- 
utes: 

"The board recommends the appointment 
of a superintendent of missions, to be clothed 
with authority by the board." (Minutes 1880, p. 
24). R. W. Harmon was elected "Superintendent." 
"An office created by the last convention." (Page 
10, 1881 Minutes). Further proof of the innova- 
tion is found in the Minutes of the Paragould 
Convention, page 47: "The principal feature of 
our work needing attention seems to have been 
originated in the convention at Russellville in 
1880." 

Here we have undoubted convention tes- 
timony that the old Landmark way was sup- 
planted by an office created in 1880. But the op- 
position to this outrage was vehement in the 
churches and associations. The originator of the 
scheme joined the Episcopalians afterwards, a 
logical thing to do. 

In 1877 or 78 Eld. E. L. Compere sought 
honors and emolument and organized the Gen- 
eral Association of Western Arkansas and Dr. 
Tichenor, secretary of the Home Mission Board, 
being peeved because he could not control the 
Arkansas Convention, succeeded in making 
Compere's baby a constituent of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. I was present when Compere 


walked out of the Concord Association because it 
did not endorse his schemes. Dr. J. S. Murrow, 
"the apostle to the Indians," lost his position as 
missionary to the Indians because of Compere's 
schemes. 

In November, 1881, at the convention in 
Little Rock, I was elected "State Evangelist" by the 
board. As this was done before the Minutes was 
printed, the following appears on the back of the 
title page: 

"W. A. Clark, D.D., State Evangelist.” 

Being a Landmark Baptist I worked by the 
Bible plan. At the convention in 1882 I read my 
report as "State Evangelist." (See Minutes 1882, p. 
4). During the year I preached 410 times, baptized 
225. Pine Bluff, Magnolia, Hope, Texarkana, 
Fayetteville, Fort Smith, Springdale, Eureka 
Springs, Morrilton, Brinkley churches were re- 
juvenated by meetings held with them. At the 
Lonoke Convention I was re-elected "State 
Evangelist." My report at the close of the year 
showed sermons preached 364, baptized 158. The 
committee on State Missions said: "More have 
been added to our churches under our mission 
work the present year than were added under the 
entire work of the Southern Baptist Convention 
outside of Arkansas the year before” (Minutes 
1883; p. 17). 

But the leaven had been working and after 
the Fayetteville Convention the board arbitrar- 
ily decided to employ a financial secretary. I was 
elected and when told I was to "superintend" the 
missionaries, I promptly declined. In June 1884 I 
was asked by the board to do mission work. I 
again objected to the plan, but being assured that 
my work should be the same as when I was evan- 
gelist, I accepted and for four months worked well 
nigh day and night, spending six weeks in 
Columbia, Union and Ashley counties and vis- 
ited 26 churches, walking mostly from church to 
church. During the four months I preached 109 
sermons, witnessed 55 conversions, baptized 
forty-two. Collected four hundred and ninety-five 
dollars and twenty cents, ($495.20). 

What I did not do. I did not boss anybody; 
did not place any pastors or missionaries; wrote 
no "round up" letters; mailed no cheap John 
pamphlets. I visited six associations and found 
bitter opposition to the assumption of authority 
the convention leaders were fostering. Thus 
ended the scriptural life of the Arkansas Con- 
vention. 

The next convention announced: "Men we 
can get, if we can get the money." (Minutes 1886, 
page 17). During that year M. D. Early claimed to 
have secured the co-operation of eight associa- 
tions. Saline Association stood sponsor for the 
convention at first, but when the scriptural plan 
was abandoned this old mother association re- 
pudiated the convention and now there is not a 
convention church in it. Similar action was 
taken by most of the old associations. 
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During these years I have associated with 
Espy, Paslay, Moses Green, Hyatt, G. G. Wise, W. T. 
Box, John Mayes, R. M. Lea, Dr. Thomas, J: P. 
Copeland, L. Quinn, Wm. Tucker, A. B. Miller, and 
many others. I loved them. But some of them 
lacked the courage of their convictions. One of 
the best of them said to me just before the conven- 
tion entered upon its revolutionary program at 
Paragould: "Brother Clark, I admire your courage 
and believe you are right, but I can't afford to take 
that position on account of social and financial 
relations." Alas! 

Under the superintendency of M. D. Early 
(1887-8) but little was accomplished. One hun- 
dred and twenty-eight dollars was reported for 
State Missions which was collected for other 
purposes and was expunged from the record. Dur- 
ing the year the secretary (superintendent) spent 
part of his time in politics and the president of 
the convention paid him for the time he spent in 
the political field. The present State Secretary 
has done the same sort of work recently. Will he 
be good the rest of the time? 

In 1895 the churches became disgusted 
with board arrogance and centralization. Thirty- 
nine associations elected men of their own mem- 
bership to represent them on the State Board. But 
the convention denied their right to such repre- 
sentation. But did decide that "The convention 
shall appoint one brother from each associa- 
tion," thus the churches and associations lost 
voice in the State Convention and the churches 
were ignored. Star chamber proceedings took the 
place of old time democracy. 

At the convention at Lonoke, 1894, I was 
on a committee to present constitutional 
amendments. I could not agree with the commit- 
tee and the amendment to have numerical repre- 
sentation was opposed by me. When objection 
was raised because I was on the committee, Mc- 
Manaway promptly defended me by saying: 
"Clark fought this in the committee room." He de- 
clared that I had been promised freedom on the 
floor, rather than have me bring in a minority 
report. This shows the malicious falsity of the oft 
repeated statement that I favored that iniquity. I 
did not then and never did favor the numerical 
basis of representation. This explains why my 
name was to that report that recommended it. 

I have touched only the high places but my 
article must close. 

How the Monticello Orphans' Home was 
wrested from the churches that founded it and 
supported it, and how the colleges were correlated 
out of the hands of the churches, and how at 
Paragould the old guard was beaten by a confi- 
dence game, and the revolutionists continue to 
carry on, is well known. There are still many 
who have not the knee to Baal. Thank God. 


Yours at the same old stand, 
W. A. CLARK 


Dr. Ben M. Bogard, as editor, added this 
note: "The foregoing article was written just three 
months before he died and shows clearly how he 
stood to the end. He subscribed himself as 
"YOURS AT THE SAME OLD STAND." Wonder 
how long it will be before some will be saying that 
Clark changed his views before he died? This ar- 
ticle should be preserved for such a statement and 
used to refute it." 


Saline Association 

At the 1914 session held at Fairplay, Dr. 
W. A. Clerk preached a very interesting sermon 
on the subject of "Regeneration." He scored a 
number of points against the doctrine taught by 
Russellites. One of the many good points he made 
was that "Regeneration is a work God does for us 
in us." Everyone seemed to enjoy and appreciate 
the sermon. 

At the 1915 session held with Ouachita 
Church, Dr. Clark was recognized as a visitor. 
The clerk noted, "Dr. Clark is one of the pioneer 
Baptists of Arkansas." Dr. Clark preached at 11 
AM on Sunday from Joshua 2, and "preached a 
very interesting sermon." 

The 1916 meeting was held with Second 
Baptist at Malvern. Dr. Clark led in the Saturday 
morning devotional services, and then was 
elected as Moderator. Dr. Ben M. Bogard 
preached at 11 AM on Saturday. Dr. Clark was 
listed as pastor and messenger from Sulphur 
Springs. The other messengers were D. D. Denton 
and wife. 

Apparently Dr. Clark had worked as an 
evangelist. He reported holding meetings at 
Saline, Kentucky, and Magnet Cove. He reported, 
"I then held a 10 days meeting with Sulphur 
Springs Church, resulting in 10 baptisms and 
three received by letter." In a summary, he added, 
"My work was greatly impaired by false state- 
ments circulated against me by enemies of 
Landmark Baptist. Then my health was not 
equal to the task undertaken." 

The 1917 meeting was held with Midway 
Church. Eld. Clark was re-elected as Moderator. 
The messengers from Sulphur Springs were Eld. 
W. A. Clark and wife, and Dan Foreman. The 
church reported 11 baptisms and a membership 
of 105. 

The 1918 session was scheduled to meet 
with Sulphur Springs Church, about five miles 
southeast of Hot Springs, near Lawrence Sta- 
tion.... However, many public meetings were not 
held during that time because of a flue epidemic. 

However, the Association did meet with 
Sulphur Springs in 1919. Dr. Clark was re-elected 
as Moderator. The Sulphur Springs messengers 
were W. A. Clark, pastor; John Parker and Frank 
Thurston, who was also clerk. The church re- 
ee 20 baptisms and a total membership of 
Ps: 
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The 1920 meeting was held with Big Creek 
Church. The messengers from Sulphur Springs 
were Frank Thurston, Dan Foreman, and C. H. 
Allison. The notation of Dr. Clark's death was 
made with the regular obituary report, then a full 
page picture and _ biographical sketch were in- 
cluded. 


Dr. Ben M. Bogard 

For a complete biography of Dr. Ben M. 
Bogard, please refer to the two volume Life and 
Works of Ben. M. Bogard by L. D. Foreman and 
Alta Payne. For our purposes, we will concentrate 
on the period of Dr. Bogard's ministry beginning 
in 1899 and continuing until 1920 when he be- 
came pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Little 
Rock. : 


In June of 1895 Ben M. Bogard accepted 
the pastorate of the church in Charleston, MO. He 
served as pastor at Charleston until he resigned 
in January, 1899, to accept the pastorate at 
Searcy, Ark. The work in Searcy began Feb. 1, 
1899. In his "Recollections," Bro. Bogard wrote: 

"When I came to Searcy as pastor they 
were worshipping in an old dilapidated house. 
Efforts had been made to get money enough to re- 
pair the building and they could not raise four 
hundred dollars, the amount necessary to make 
the repairs that were absolutely necessary to 
make the decency and comfort of the building. I 
held a protracted meeting in which about thirty 
were received for baptism. I suggested to the 
church that we build a new ten thousand dollar 
house. They said it could not be done...." 

"At the time it was completed it was the 
finest Baptist Church house in the state of 
Arkansas... I stayed on and preached the Gospel 


in that meeting house for three years... My work 
in Searcy was a glorious success. I suppose I bap- 
tized not less than one hundred during the five 
years I was there.... 

"The Searcy work was the envy of the con- 
vention people. It was a strong church and had a 
fine church house and they wanted it... no sooner 
than I left they began to set their plans to steal 
the church. There were a few convention men in 
the church and they objected to every preacher 
that was suggested... Their real reason was they 
did not want an association Baptist preacher... 
They got a bunch of exactly nine convention men 
and one lady who was not a conventionite to- 
gether on a very rainy day and called J. S. 
Rogers... When the membership learned that had 
been done, they made a mistake in not meeting at 
once and declaring the action of that faction void 
and calling a preacher in harmony with the 
church. But they reasoned that one year will soon 
be out and we can get rid of Rogers and call an- 
other preacher then. 

"But they reasoned incorrectly. They had 
not had any experience with convention 
schemers. Rogers came and began work when he 
knew that the situation was as I have related it. 
The brethren refused to support him and they 
thought they would freeze him out. But the 
STATE BOARD came to his rescue and put up 
enough to tide him over. Meantime four of our 
leading brethren died. Some moved away. Rogers 
held a protracted meeting and got in near seventy 
young members who of course were largely sub- 
ject to his will,... Thus by death and removals and 
the new members who had come in he secured a 
majority by the end of the year and he continued 
until he landed the church in the convention. 
That was the first big church steal we experi- 
enced." 

It could be this experience motivated Bro. 
Bogard in his extensive travels among the 
churches and associations, particularly during 
the ensuing two decades. According to the testi- 
mony of older brethren, the church "stealing" 
which was experienced at Searcy occurred rather 
frequently during this period. It might be noted 
this was the same J. S. Rogers who edited a his- 
tory of Arkansas Baptists soon after World War 
i 

Bogard attended the Caroline Association 
at Beebe in 1899 as a messenger from the Searcy 
Church. He made a report on Foreign Missions 
and "preached at the Baptist Church by appoint- 
ment of the body." He also attended the Baptist 
State Convention in 1899 in Jonesboro as a mes- 
senger from Searcy Church. He reported, "I 
preached by appointment on Sunday night at the 
Second Baptist Church." 

Bro. Bogard reported on helping organize 
Bethlehem Church and his first acquaintance 
with Dr. W. A. Clark: 

"When I was pastor at Searcy, I was asked 
to come to Little Rock and help organize a church 
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and when I came I met Elder W A. Clark and a few 
of his friends and we gathered in a little three- 
room house at 26th and Bishop Streets, away out 
in the suburbs of Little Rock. Possibly fifteen or 
twenty were there...The prospect pleased and it 
seemed the Lord's will that a church be estab- 
lished. It was done." 

"Several preachers labored in the early 
years of the church and it grew and prospered. It 
ran up in numbers until possibly seventy or 
eighty members belonged there. For several years 
it was a full time church and Elder Frank Davis 
preached every Sunday there." 

Eld. Frank Davis was the first pastor of 
Antioch after the church located at 2102 Brown 
Street in 1892. 

In May, 1901, Bro. Bogard brought the 
Baccalaureate Address at Southwest Baptist Col- 
lege, Bolivar, Missouri, Southwest Baptist Col- 
lege conferred the Doctor of Divinity degree on 
Bro. Bogard on May 29, 1901. 

Bro. Bogard continued his ministry at 
Searcy until November of 1903, when he accepted 
the call of First Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock., and began pastoral work December 1, 
1903. He had completed nearly five years of pas- 
toral ministry at Searcy. 


The Arkansas Baptist and Dr. W. A. Clark 

It was while he was pastor in Searcy that 
the division occurred in the State work. The issue 
that caused Bro. Bogard to first become involved 
was in defense of Dr. W. A. Clark. Bro. Bogard ex- 
plained: 

"The contention over mission methods 
came on and Dr. Clark and Secretary A. J. Barton 
clashed. They sought to force Clark to submit to 
their dictation and the fight waxed warmer. The 
first clash in the annual convention was at Hope. 
They sought to force Clark to submit to their 
dictation and the fight waxed warmer. The first 
clash in the annual convention was at Hope. 
They sought to force Clark to submit to their dic- 
tation and the fight waxed warmer. The first 
clash in the annual convention was at Hope. 
They whipped Dr. Clark into line and under pres- 
sure he promised to fall into line with the work 
as outlined by the dictation of the secretary. In 
turn they promised to stand by the Arkansas 
Baptist. I was there and watched the fight and 
took some part in it and was humiliated by the 
compromise that was made. I went back to 
Searcy, where | then lived, and decided that there 
was no use to continue the fight, but the leaders in 
the convention thought ... that the next thing was 
to get rid of Clark and thus destroy the man who 
had dared to call in question their high handed 
movement, no matter if he had promised to fall 
into line. 

"So they began their scheming and were 
working to get rid of Clark. Clark found it out and 
he decided that since they had broken faith that 
he was no longer bound to stand by his promises. 


Right at this juncture I bought a half interest in 
the paper and began to add what I could to Clark's 
efforts to win the fight for the churches against 
the usurpers of power. Being young and full of en- 
ergy I pushed and pushed and worked and worked 
until the debts of the paper were all paid and the 
old General Association was organized. It was a 
hard fight and most unpleasant and I think now 
that if I had known all the mean things that I 
have found that some of them did and all the un- 
pleasant and even dangerous things I have passed 
through that I should have backed out and not 
undertaken the work but looking back at it I 
thank God for having made the venture. There 
has been much work accomplished because of the 
division. The rivalry has caused both sides to 
work harder and our fight on the convention has 
held the convention back from what it would 
have done in departing from the faith and prac- 
tice of orthodox Baptists."* 

In another article, Bro. Bogard stated, 

"During the last four years of Clark's ser- 
vice Ben M. Bogard came in as half owner and 
joint editor with Clark, coming August 1, 1901. 
This arrangement caused the paper to take on 
new life as Dr. Clark had more than one man 
could do alone. Bogard wrote his part of the edi- 
torials and kept much in the field, visiting asso- 
ciations and holding meetings. In the fall of 1904 
Bogard bought Clark's interest and Clark retired 
for good. 

"After serving four years as editor, and 
two years of that time as business manager as 
well, there came a merger proposition from J. N. 
Hall to Bogard. In order to accomplish this merg- 
ing Bogard organized the present Baptist Pub- 
lishing Company and secured stock amounting to 
ten thousand dollars with much more subscribed. 
J. N. Hall subscribed twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars and agreed to put up his printing plant and 
the list of the Baptist Flag, which was located at 
Fulton, Kentucky, into the company in payment 
for his stock. This was in 1905." 

After the death of J. N. Hall, Mrs. Hall re- 
fused to recognize the business arrangement be- 
tween Bogard and Hall, and engaged W. M. Barker 
as editor of the Flag and retained the printing 
plant in Kentucky, and also the subscriber list. 
As a result the Baptist Publishing Company 
elected W. R. Cross as President and C. R. Powell 
as Editor. 

W. R. Cross was able to arrange financing 
"to float the concern again." Dr. Bogard contin- 
ued, "Powell built up a fine list. We all helped 
him. In three years Powell became dissatisfied 
and the company accepted his resignation and 
Bogard was elected ‘editor-in-chief which posi- 
tion he held three years. 

"By the earnest effort of W. R. Cross, J. E. 
Newman, his son-in-law, was put in as editor and 
manager." W. M. Webb, who had been business 
manager resigned "and Bogard was given a 
department known as ‘Doctrinal and Practical 
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Department’. As a result of further actions, Dr. 
Bogard eventually resigned from his association 
with the paper. Dr. Bogard also stated, Newman" 
not only failed to successfully run the Arkansas 
Baptist, but fell out with his father-in-law and 
endeavored to sell out to the Convention people."° 

In his "recollections, Bro. Bogard re- 
ported: "He [W. R. Cross] took me down as editor 
and gave me a page in the paper ... I took my 
medicine and meekly accepted my subordinated 
place. Elder J. M. Newman was made editor and 
manager. He had never succeeded in anything in 
his life and he made a flat failure as editor and 
manager of the paper. In order to keep from being 
in an unpleasant situation continually I accepted 
the pastorate of the First Baptist Church, Itasca, 
Texas, and left Arkansas and spent three happy 
years in Texas. Went there expecting to stay, but 
because the situation changed I came to 
Texarkana and went in with Elder M. P. Matheny 
and established the Baptist and Commoner."® 

(Please see a later section titled Baptist 
and Commoner for resumption of the newspaper 
ministry) 


First Baptist Church, North Little Rock 

It should be noted Bro. Bogard pastored 
this church three different times. 

The first tenure ended late in 1904, when 
he resigned, and stated, "It is my purpose to spend 
some time in general field and evangelistic 
work." 

During the first part of the year he 
preached at churches in the central Arkansas 
area, including the dedication sermon at Bethle- 
hem on the first Sunday in May. In June he made 
a tour of Kentucky in the interest of the Baptist 
Publishing Co., which included preaching at his 
home church. He reported that on this trip he "did 
some business for the company and had a very 
pleasant visit among my friends and former pas- 
torates."/ 

In the summer evangelistic meetings were 
held with G. W. James at Strawberry, S. P. Davis 
in Austin, J. W. Avery in Redfield, also 
Bethlehem in Little Rock, Philadelphia Church 
near Prattsville, Zion Church near Lowell, and 
Mt. Olive Church near Bauxite. 

Foreman and Payne reported, "At the 
close of the year 1905, he wrote in his journal: 'I 
was extended a unanimous call to the care of Ar- 
genta [North Little Rock] Church on November 1, 
my work to begin December 1, 1905. I accepted the 
work. Having previously served the church as 
pastor, the call was hardly to be expected.’ Again 
in 1906 he wrote, "A call for another year as pas- 
tor was extended to me by unanimous vote of 
Argenta Church at the regular annual business 
meeting November 11 and I accepted the work." 
He closed his work with the First Baptist Church 
of Argenta, 1907, and W. R. Crutchfield, at his 
recommendation, was called as successor, Once 


again on November 15, 1908, he ‘accepted a call to 
become pastor of the First Baptist Church. This 
makes the third term as pastor of this church’. 
This time he remained as pastor until September, 
1909, then "closed his work there."® 

After Buckner College was endorsed by the 
General Association, Bro. Bogard represented the 
college as financial agent, beginning April 8, 
1907. He wrote, "I accepted the work as agent for 
Buckner College, Wicherville, Arkansas, and 
began work April 8 and made a tour." This tour 
lasted through June. He continued, "May 26, I 
preached the commencement sermon for 
Buckner College. I also preached that night in the 
college chapel." Foreman and Payne summa- 
rized, "During his lifetime, Ben M. Bogard was to 
spend many such years of travel, raising money 
for colleges so that young men could be trained. 
From the beginning of his ministry, he was ever 
busy doing all he could for young preachers...."9 

By 1909 interest in Buckner College was 
declining. At the 1909 meeting of the State Asso- 
ciation, the messengers from Big Creek in Sheri- 
dan proposed the establishment of a college at 
Sheridan, which would be a more central loca- 
tion. A resolution passed supporting the effort to 
establish a college at Sheridan, and named M. P. 
Matheny and Ben M. Bogard as two of the 
trustees. It should be noted that after the estab- 
lishment of the Missionary Baptist College at 
Sheridan in 1919, Bro. Bogard became a member 
of the board and also secretary in 1926. On 
February 5, 1927 he was elected President of the 
Board, a position he held until the college closed 
in 1934. 


Mission Work 

On December 15, 1907, Bro. Bogard was 
endorsed by Bethlehem Church, Little Rock, as a 
missionary. At the meeting of the General Asso- 
ciation at Argenta, he was elected as Clerk, and 
also endorsed for missionary work. This mis- 
sionary work continued until he accepted the 
Argenta Church the third time in November, 
1908. 

In January of 1908 he made a tour of 
Southern Mississippi, and visited twenty-two 
churches. In February, March and April, he 
preached as a missionary to sixteen churches in 
Arkansas, Alabama and Mississippi. Most of the 
year he continued with preaching tours. 

During 1908 he regularly reported to 
Bethlehem Church in Little Rock, first on Febru- 
ary 10, 1908: "According to the teaching of the 
Scriptures (Acts 14:24-28), I submit my first re- 
port to the Bethlehem Church... I have spent two 
months in the work mostly in Mississippi. I have 
preached fifty sermons and held one public de- 
bate." He next reported on May 10, 1908: "Since 
my last report I have preached 103 sermons in 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Alabama...I have 
traveled about fifteen hundred miles and 
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preached in fifteen churches and school houses. 
Held one public debate of four days duration." 

Then in October he reported, "Beginning 
December 16, 1907, I have put in full time taking 
only an occasional day to rest between engage- 
ments. I have labored in Arkansas, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. Sermons 
preached, 333; debates held, 6; total sermons:and 
addresses, 453; professed conversions, 116; 
...total additions, 138. My chief work has been to 
indoctrinate the people and to propagate General 
Association principles and therefore the chief re- 
sults cannot be put in figures."!0 

Bro. Bogard attended the State Associa- 
tion at Malvern in 1908, where he was elected as 
Moderator and also was a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee. He was a messenger to the De- 
cember 15-16 meeting of the Baptist General As- 
sociation at Fulton, KY, where he was also elected 
as Moderator. He was Moderator in 1909 for the 
meeting at Magnolia, AR. That fall he also at- 
tended the Mt. Vernon, Current River and 
Russellville Associations, and also the State As- 
sociation at Forrest City. 

Once again on November 15, 1908, he ac- 
cepted the call to become pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Argenta. After resigning the 
church in September, 1909, Bro. Bogard traveled 
extensively in missionary and evangelistic work; 
he also represented the Baptist Publishing 
Concern, and debated extensively. His travels in- 
cluded Tennessee, Texas, Missouri, Oklahoma, 
Florida, and Kentucky. 


Baptist Publishing Company 

After severance from the State Conven- 
tion, the brethren gave consideration to produc- 
ing Landmark Sunday School literature. Ac- 
cordingly, the Baptist Publishing Co. was 
founded in 1903, with Ben M. Bogard as presi- 
dent. Bro. Bogard wrote literature, and also pro- 
vided the funds for printing and distribution. He 
then "took G. S. Anderson in with me and made 
him half owner of the business and he wrote 
much of the literature for several years." 

At the 1904 meeting of the State Associa- 
tion, the Committee on Publications "heartily 
recommended the suggestion of organizing and 
operating on sound business principles a Land- 
mark Baptist Publishing Society..." In discussing 
the motion to adopt the report, Bro. Bogard 
"pressed the point of organizing the Publication 
Society, recommended and explained fully the 
plan as he had studied it out."!1 

In 1910 a formal partnership was ar- 
ranged between Ben M. Bogard, W. M. Webb, and 
G. S. Anderson. This contract was for the "pur- 
pose of publishing the Normal and Baptist 
Teacher and other Sunday School lesson helps, 
text books and book selling business. The official 
name was "Landmark Sunday School Concern." 

W. M. Webb soon left the business. Fore- 
man and Payne wrote, "The work became too 


heavy for the two men after Webb left. M. P. Ma- 
theny came into the business as a partner. The 
literature slowly increased in circulation and its 
influence began to be felt. They were publishing a 
'Catechetical Series' and also the International 
Lessons Grade Series." !2 

Bro. Bogard explained, "For the first few 
years the literature was in catechetical form al- 
together. Seven grades of question books were 
published and thus a course of seven years was 
provided for the student. After finding a strong 
demand for quarterlies, a little over seven years 
ago [about 1913], quarterlies began to be pub- 
lished."!9 

It might be noted that Dr. Bogard's two 
publications, Fifty-two Doctrinal Lessons and 
Fifty-two Lessons Exposing Heresy, were part of 
this series. 

Please see the account of the State Asso- 
ciation meetings from 1904 through 1914 for the 
development of the literature, at which time the 
literature publication and distribution was as- 
sumed by the Sunday School Committee of the 
General Association in 1915. Also, see the bio- 
graphical sketch after the report of the 1918 
meeting for the involvement of M. P. Matheny, 
who was Bro. Bogard's partner during this time, 
and also the first Business Manager of the Sun- 
day School Committee. 14 

Later Dr. Bogard reported, "The business 
became prosperous, a real money making busi- 
ness. Then I proposed that we give the publication 
business to the association. This he [Anderson] 
would not agree to do. He said, 'It is a little fortune 
and why should we give it away?' I brought the 
matter to the messengers at the next session of 
the association and they agreed to pay Dr. 
Anderson $6,000 for his half interest and I gave 
my half to the association..."15 

Therefore, Dr. Bogard was able to report 
in the April 8, 1915 issue of the Baptist and 
Commoner, "The negotiations which began at the 
last session of the General Association to the end 
that the Sunday School literature, published by 
the Landmark Sunday School Concern, be taken 
over by the General Association were completed 
on Wednesday, March 31, and the literature is 
now the property of the General Association. 

",..Elder G. S. Anderson is the editor of the 
literature, and Elder M. P. Matheny is the 
business manager and these gentlemen will work 
under a publication committee who will super- 
vise all that is done. The special committee is 
Elder C. C. Winters, Elder T. H. Carter and Ben M. 
Bogard."16 


Pastor at Itasca, Texas 
Bro. Bogard accepted the pastorate of the 
church in Itasca in June, 1912. This placed him 
in a strategic position to influence the Texas 
churches, fellowshiping in the Baptist Mission- 
ary Association, to abandon their convention 
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ties, and look favorably toward the General As- 
sociation, and eventually the union movement in 
1924, which resulted in establishment of the 
American Baptist Association. 

During his tenure at Itasca, Bro. Bogard 
continued his extensive travels. He held meetings 
in Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Missouri. 

Foreman and Payne stated Bro. Bogard 
"entered into the Texas battle with all the energy 
and zeal he had hitherto exhibited in Kentucky, 
Arkansas and Mississippi."!7 In November he 
was a messenger to the Baptist Missionary Asso- 
ciation meeting at Dallas, and in December he 
was a messenger to the General Association at 
Bay Springs, MS, where he preached one sermon 
and gave three addresses. In 1913 he was a mes- 
senger to the B.M.A. meeting at Clebourne, and he 
preached the Introductory Sermon for the 
General Association meeting at Texarkana in 
December. 18 


Missionary Work 


for the General Association 

Near the end of 1914, Bro. Bogard left the 
church at Itasca, and moved to Texarkana to be- 
gin work as a missionary for the General Asso- 
ciation, and also to assist M. P. Matheny with the 
literature business which was assumed by the 
General Association in 1915. He continued to live 
in Texarkana, until he moved to Little Rock, to 
become pastor of Antioch Baptist Church on May 
eg he AU 

During 1915 Bro. Bogard preached to 
churches in Mississippi, Oklahoma, Louisiana, 
Tennessee, Missouri, and Arkansas. He attended 
many local associations, and also the state asso- 
ciations in Oklahoma, Texas, and Arkansas. Al- 
though some of this mission work consisted of 
holding protracted meetings, and one resulted in 
the organization of a church, most of Bogard's 
travels were actually in behalf of the General As- 
sociation in encouraging churches to support the 
associated work. 

Also during this period, Bro. Bogard pas- 
tored the following churches: "in 1916 accepted 
work as supply pastor for the church in Blue 
Ridge, Texas, preaching there on the third Satur- 
days and Sundays each month until December. 
During this time, he served as fourth time pastor 
to the Farmington Church near Hoew, Texas. In 
1917 he accepted the call as pastor of the church 
at Waldo for half time and the work at Friend- 
ship Church in Arkansas one Sunday a month. 
During 1916, 1917, 1918, and 1919, he served as 
part-time pastor in Waldo, to the Friendship 
Church, the Farmington Church, and from 
September, 1919, churches in Chidester and Tay- 
lor, Arkansas, as well as Kerr Chapel and White 
Rock, Texas."19 

During this period he also held revival 
meetings in Arkansas, Texas, Missouri and Ok- 
lahoma. 


The Baptist and Commoner 

It was during this period Dr. Bogard again 
became associated in the paper business. He 
wrote: "It looked to all of us as if the Texas 
brethren would also in some way be betrayed into 
the hands of the Convention. So, a council was 
held at Texarkana in which Texas and Arkansas 
men were about evenly numbered and the unan- 
imous decision was that Matheny and Bogard 
should start a paper right on the line between 
Texas and Arkansas and let the paper circulate in 
both states and thus, if possible, save the two 
states from the humiliation of having both state 
papers29 leading the churches into convention- 
ism. The issuing of the Baptist Commoner from 
Texarkana had the desired effect. The brethren 
in Arkansas got hold of the situation and got rid 
of Newman and the brethren in Texas took hold 
with a strong bond and sidetracted Slaughter and 
thus both papers were restored to their former 
principles. There was no longer need for the 
Baptist Commoner and so in 1917 the Baptist 
Commoner was consolidated with the Arkansas 
Baptist and has been called the Baptist and 
Commoner from that time on."21 

In another article, Dr. Bogard reported: 

"When Bogard resigned as editor of his de- 
partment, he, in a few months, with Elder M. P. 
Matheny, and Elder H. M. Cagle, established The 
Baptist Commoner at Texarkana, AR. This was 
done at the earnest solicitation of forty or more 
brethren who met at Texarkana in connection 
with the General Association. They all declared 
that a paper was needed to stand for the princi- 
ples of the General and State Associations and 
especially since both the papers in Texas and 
Arkansas were catering to convention ideas. 
That Newman was going convention ward is now 
evident for he offered to sell out the Arkansas 
Baptist Publishing Company, paper and all, to 
the convention forces and was caught in the act ... 
he has since gone into the convention." 

During this period Bro. Bogard waged an 
effort to counteract what he considered as being 
the deception of S. H. Slaughter, who was at the 
time editor of the official B.M.A. paper, The Bap- 
tist Progress. In writing of Slaughter's relation- 
ship to the Southern Baptist Convention and the 
General Association, Bogard stated, "If you had 
asked him I am sure he would tell you that his re- 
lation to the Southern Baptist Convention is that 
he is generally a delegate each year and is a full- 
fledges member of it and a believer in it... 

"What is his relation to the General Asso- 
ciation? It is the relation that any enemy sus- 
tains to it. He is open in his opposition to it. 

"These facts are so well known in Texas it 
is a surprise that anyone should ask about it. 
Slaughter not only confesses but is proud of the 
fact that he favors the convention and opposes 
the General Association."22 
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In reporting on the 1915 meeting of the 
B.M.A. in Hillsboro, Bro. Bogard wrote, "...there 
is a convention element in the B.M.A. that is a 
menace to its very existence. Just why they re- 
main in the B.M.A. when its principles are 
against conventionism, is a strange thing. 

"The sound forces were in large majority 
but for fear of a rupture which was loudly hinted 
by the convention element they allowed them- 
selves to be SLAUGHTERED again... Doctor 
Slaughter thinks he is under the load but the fact 
is he is the biggest part of the load the B.M.A. has 
to carry. But the B.M.A. is strong and can carry a 
big load."23 

During this same period Bogard was also 
working to establish associational principles in 
Oklahoma and Arkansas. His main opponent in 
Arkansas was E.J.A. McKinney, editor of the 
Baptist Advance. It might be noted that McKin- 
ney was responsible for printing the circular in 
1918, which accused Bro. Bogard of being drunk 
at Princeton, KY. 

To counteract some of the opposition, a 
tract, "Conventionism from Four Angles," writ- 
ten by J. A. Smith, G. S. Anderson, M. P. Matheny 
and Ben M. Bogard, was published in 1915. 
Bogard's article was on the "Origin of Conven- 
tionism." The tract was first published in edito- 
rial form in the Baptist Commoner. 

In another article, Bro. Bogard explained, 
"For these reasons that were perceptible to all 
discerning men, The Baptist Commoner was es- 
tablished to have something to fall back on when 
the crash came. The crash was avoided by Mr. 
Newman resigning. When Brother Smith became 
manager he suggested that the two papers merge. 
This arrangement was carried out three years ago 
[1917] and J. A. Smith was continued as ‘editor 
and business manager’ and Ben M. Bogard was 
elected ‘editor' and M. P. Matheny and J. L. Brown 
were elected ‘associate editors’... This arrange- 
ment has continued up to this writing (April 14, 
LO20)iee. <= 

In writing of the unification prospects in 
1924, which led to the establishment of the 
American Baptist Association, Dr. Bogard wrote: 
"Slaughter and Hayden taught the Texas brethren 
that the General Association was a bad and dan- 
gerous thing. Thus a strong prejudice was created 
against the General Association. The brethren 
who were thus prejudiced against the General 
Association were AGREED ALL THE TIME WITH 
THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION BUT THEY DID 
NOT KNOW IT. Some of us knew they were as 
sound as we and were really agreed with us but we 
could not make them listen to us because of the 
strong prejudice which existed in their minds."2° 

Thus, it should be obvious that Ben M. 
Bogard's untiring efforts were largely responsible 
for the unification of the two state groups-- 
Arkansas and Texas--that led to the establish- 
ment of the American Baptist Association. 


Ben M. Bogard and the Convention 

The charge has been made that Ben M. 
Bogard supported the convention system when he 
first came to Arkansas, and that his opposition 
to the system was "sour grapes". 

Foreman and Payne noted, "One of the 
things he regretted until the day of his death was 
that he was instrumental in leading his home 
church into convention methods. Through the 
years they had held aloof from it until he came 
home from college and 'taught them better’ en- 
couraging them to go along with the new ways." 

In 1894 Ben M. Bogard made a report on 
Foreign Missions in the General Association of 
Kentucky "in which he mentioned that there were 
two plans--the convention plan and the other, 
‘Gospel Missions'."26 

Writing in the 1929 Baptist and Com- 
moner, Dr. Bogard reviewed: 

"I attended the meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention at Nashville, Tenn. when 
they would not allow Royal to come before the 
convention and make his plea [against the com- 
merializing of religion in China]. I was an ardent 
convention man at that time. But I saw that free 
speech was denied the missionaries. I saw the log 
rolling methods they used with Royal and I was 
convinced that it was all wrong." 

He then recounted the influence of J.A. 
Scarboro, and J. N. Hall, who "made the Baptist 
Flag ring out against the evils of the board sys- 
tem," and S. H. Ford and his wife. Bogard noted, 
"and the fight became hot. About all the brethren 
saw was the evil of boardism and the fight was 
strictly a negative fight. 

"Some of us saw the need of cooperation 
among the churches so that the fight could be car- 
ried on positively and affirmatively and con- 
structively as well as negatively... 

"But enough of us believed in constructive 
cooperative work that we formed the General As- 
sociation which has since been merged with some 
other groups and we now have the American 
Baptist Association. It is nothing but Gospel 
Missions ORGANIZED. We have all the Gospel 
Mission features that are essential."27 

Dr. Bogard prepared an article on "J. R. 
Graves and the Organized Work." In this article 
he made several quotes from J. R. Graves: 

"The first radical fault in our missionary 
scheme s that it is a centralization--a centraliz- 
ing operation. It takes out of the hands of the 
many of the churches and places our missionary 
operations in the hands of a few. Such has ever 
been the character of our missionary organiza- 
tions and they have failed; the present is a fail- 
ure;... The churches are called upon to surrender 
all intimate concern in the management of and 
planning for and directing the missionaries and 
the mission work into the hands of a central 
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board and content themselves with supplying the 
funds when called upon by the agents." 

He then concluded: "It will be noted that 
Dr. Graves used almost the same words and ex- 
actly the same argument that is now used in op- 
position to the modern ‘organized work'. The 
Civil War came on and left Baptists in such a 
condition that Dr. Graves stopped his agitation, 
but to his dying day he was opposed to the ‘orga- 
nized work'."28 

Foreman and Payne editorialized: 

"As long as Bogard worked with the Con- 
vention, he tried to get their methods on what he 
termed Scriptural grounds so he could consis- 
tently work with them." 

In 1900 he attended the Southern Baptist 
Convention at Hot Springs, and the Caroline As- 
sociation meeting at Argenta. He noted in his 
personal journal that he "introduced a resolution 
to the State Convention to abolish the office of 
corresponding secretary which was carried by an 
overwhelming majority." 

Also in 1900 he was a messenger from the 
Searcy Church to the State Convention meeting 
in Hope. He noted in his journal, "Introduced a 
resolution calling for the abolition of the office 
of corresponding secretary which failed to pass 
favorably with the convention. It was manifest 
that the Baptists of the State favored the resolu- 
tion but those attending the convention were op- 
posed to it." 

In October, 1901, he attended five associa- 
tions: Russellville, Caroline, Mt. Zion, Current 
River and Pine Bluff. He preached at 11:00 AM 
[the favored time] at the Current River, Russel- 
Iville and Caroline Associations, and brought 
three messages 'by appointment of the body’ to 
the Pine Bluff Association." His reception at 
these local associations indicates his views were 
being widely received. 

Then in November, 1901, he attended the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention at Paragould 
as a messenger from Searcy Church. He noted in 
his journal: 

"I made a speech of one-hour and forty- 
five minutes length in the great debate on the 
propriety of having a corresponding secretary to 
superintend the mission work of the state. I ar- 
gued against such an office but by manipulation 
and wire pulling the vote was not taken until af- 
ter nearly half the messengers had left the con- 
vention and the vote went against me. Ecclesias- 
tical politics is no better than any other politics 
and I became thoroughly disgusted with it."29 

After the organizational meeting of the 
General Association in April, 1902, in September 
and October Dr. Bogard attended nine associa- 
tions making a “hard and victorious fight against 
the Baptist State Convention and in favor of the 
General Association." The 
November, 1902, meeting was held at Searcy, 
with over 400 messengers and visitors present. 
Bro. Bogard wrote, "Being pastor I was necessar- 


ily host of the occasion. It was a triumphant 
meeting to be remembered." 

During the months of September and Oc- 
tober, 1903, Bogard visited the Stevens Creek, 
Independence, Current River, Spring River, Car- 
roll County, Clear Creek, Caroline and Jonesboro 
associations. He reported, "At these I preached 
thirteen sermons... I made fifteen public ad- 
dresses...discussed Sunday Schools, Temperance, 
missions, religious literature, etc. At the associa- 
tions, of course, represented the Landmark 
Baptist, being one of the editors and president of 
the Publishing Company." 

He was again a messenger to the General 
Association in 1903 at Little Rock. He was elected 
assistant clerk and appointed chairman of two 
committees. He noted, "It was the greatest meet- 
ing of messengers that was ever seen before in 
Arkansas."39 

In 1907 he visited the Mt. Vernon, Red 
River, Saline and Caroline associations. He was a 
messenger from Bethlehem Church, Little Rock, 
to the State Association meeting at Benton. He 
wrote, "It was an enthusiastic and successful 
meeting. I was elected moderator, an honor 
which I highly appreciated."3! As maybe noted in 
the official records, he was also moderator in 
1908 at Malvern and 1911 at Bald Knob. 

It should be noted the records indicate 
that Dr. Bogard continued to make associational 
meetings, particularly when a decisive issue was 
to be presented. Without doubt, he did more than 
any other one man to preserve the principles of 
Landmarkism among Arkansas churches during 
the first two decades of this century. 


Elder William Henry Paslay 

William Henry Paslay was born in South 
Carolina on Dec. 18,1831. He became a member of 
a Missionary Baptist Church at the age of 13 
years, and was a Missionary Baptist preacher for 
59 years. Eld. Paslay was a graduate of Furman 
College in SC, and came to Arkansas with his 
parents in 1857. He died at the home of his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Etta Johnson in Forrest City on Feb. 5, 
LORIE 

Paslay was Moderator of the local Mt. 
Vernon Association in 1890-1891 and 1902-1908. 
A tribute in the Apr. 4, 1912, Baptist Advance 
stated, "He was mighty in the Scriptures and 
spent his life mainly in preaching to country 
churches in Eastern Arkansas, but often 
preached at Brinkley, Haynes, and Forrest City. 
He was a strong advocate of missions both at 
home and abroad. (A biographical sketch and the 
picture below were included in the 1911 Minute of 
the Mt. Vernon Association) 

According to family information Eld. 
Paslay was the son of a preacher, Henry William 
Paslay, who was born in 1803 in Laurens Co, SC. 
He was the son of Captain Robert Paslay who 
fought in the Revolutionary War. Henry William 
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Paslay was a graduate of the Medical College at 
Charleston, SC. He became a Baptist minister 
around Greenville and Laurens Co, SC. He served 
a traveling agent for Furman University, and 
later as Chairman of the Building Committee and 
as a trustee for Furman University. He moved the 
family to Arkansas in 1857 and died in 1872. 


Eld. M. P. Matheny 

Matthew Pierce Matheny was born on Oc- 
tober 18, 1852 in Cooksville, Putnam Co., Ten- 
nessee. In "Matheny's Musings" written during 
his last year, Bro Matheny reported, "I saw day- 
light at the foot of the Cumberland Mountains in 
middle Tennessee, October, 1852, in a country 
inhabited by sassafras and persimmon and as 
the longest pole knocks the "simmon,"” I mea- 
sured up six feet and five inches to get my part of 
the persimmons." He was one of the eight chil- 
dren born to Elijah A. and Eleanor Matheny. The 
family was quite poor, and was from a Primitive 
Baptist background. 

On a snowy 1870 February morning, Ma- 
theny gathered up his few belongings and moved 
to Marion Co., Kentucky to begin work as a farm- 
hand. It was here that he was saved on August 14, 
1870. He soon felt called to preach, and was li- 
censed in 1872 by the Mt. Washington Baptist 
Church. 

He spent the next year in hard study at 
Georgetown College, Elizabethtown, and then en- 
rolled in Bethel College at Russellville. His for- 
mal education spanned a total of six years. 

Again in his own words, Bro. Matheny re- 
ported, "The same Spirit led him to surrender his 
will when there was no escape, and so in 1873 he 
found himself enrolled among the students of 
Georgetown College, Ky. He had money enough to 
pay his way to that institution of learning, but 
when he looked upon the student body and fac- 


ulty he felt like he should be prosecuted for pre- 
sumption. For six long, hard, weary years I im- 
portuned and coaxed the Goddess of Learning that 
I might be thoroughly furnished unto all good 
work. Delving into the great libraries and study- 
ing under men of profound learning, he picked up 
many a nugget of gold which God would have him 
transmute into something worth while in the 
kingdom of his dear Son."32 

After graduation from Bethel College, Eld. 
Matheny traveled extensively and preached 
throughout the South, as well as Canada and 
Mexico. He pastored churches in Texas, North 
Carolina, Missouri, Oklahoma and Arkansas. In 
addition to pastoral ministry, he served as Cor- 
responding Secretary for Missouri Sunday 
school work and City Missionary in Chicago. 


As early as 1891, Eld. Matheny began to 
express apprehension for what he called the 
"domineering spirit of money and organization 
within the Southern Baptist Convention. He 
moved from Texas to North Carolina in 1894 and 
became associated with the Western North 
Carolina Baptists. He used this forum to support 
the tenants of Landmarkism. When objections 
were raised to his editorial positions, he pur- 
chased the paper and changed its name to the 
Southern Baptist. 3° 

G. W. Pascal cited Matheny in a footnote: 
"About 1892 Rev. M. P. Matheny came to 
Asheville with the purpose of establishing a new 
paper, calling it The Southern Baptist. Editor 
Boone felt that it would be unwise to attempt to 
run two papers, in this small territory, so he sold 
The Western N. C. Baptist to Mr. Matheny who 
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continued its publication at Asheville for about 
two years,,..."34 

Matheny's second wife, Sue Robinson 
Matheny, whom he married during this period, 
later noted this as being the first "anti--conven- 
tion paper published among our people." 

He then moved to Missouri where he 
edited the Missouri Baptist. Late in life, he com- 
mented that he had "raised a disturbance" early 
in his editorial career, and had "been making a 
noise ever since." 

The Mathenys moved from Oklahoma to 
Arkansas about 1908 and settled at Little Rock. 
During the next few years Bro. Matheny served as 
a missionary and as a pastor, including Second 
Baptist Church, Malvern. Matheny served as 
Moderator of the State Association in 1912. 

Eld. Matheny was associated with the lit- 
erature publication almost from the beginning. 
When W. M. Webb left as one of the original part- 
ners in the Landmark Sunday School Concern, 
Eld. Matheny came into the business as a part- 
ner. He and Dr. Bogard gave their interest to the 
General Association, and both were members of 
the original Sunday School Committee in 1915, 
and Eld. Matheny was the first Business Man- 
ager. 

Russell P. Baker wrote, "He moved his 
family to Texarkana, where besides his duties as 
Business Manager and Editor, he pastored a 
number of churches, including County Avenue, 
and served as joint-editor of the Baptist Com- 
moner newspaper, with Ben M. Bogard. He also 
found time to write a number of books dealing 
with Landmark issues. His "Conventionism 
From Four Angles" enjoyed wide spread circula- 
Lion. 

After an illness of several months, Bro. 
Matheny passed away on August 15, 1918. His 
body now awaits the resurrection in Texarkana's 
State Line Cemetery. Shortly before his death, he 
penned the following words: 'when you remember 
him, always think of him as desiring above all 
things to magnify the grace of God in his own 


heart and life so that the people will take knowl- 
edge that he has been with Jesus and learned of 
Him'. There can be no more fitting epitaph than 
that he was, as he said only, 'a sinner saved by 
grace’ ,"35 

Foreman and Payne wrote: 

"Bogard felt Matheny's death very keenly. 
They were close friends as well as co-workers. 
Matheny, too, was educated in Georgetown and 
Bethel Colleges in Kentucky and had been preach- 
ing since 1875. He had edited a Baptist paper in 
North Carolina, also one in Missouri, then fi- 
nally the Baptist Commoner which became the 
Baptist and Commoner. He had requested that 
Bogard hold his funeral. 

"Bogard said in a report of Matheny's 
death: 'He has been manager of the Baptist Sun- 
day School Committee for the General Associa- 
tion for several years. Under his administration 
he pushed the business of the Sunday School to 
success. When he took the management the busi- 
ness was in debt and when he died it was paying 
its way and had paid up the debt that accumulated 
under an earlier administration.’ 

"At another time, Bogard said of his 
friend: 'M. P. Matheny was my comrade. Many 
years my senior, yet I never thought of that dif- 
ference when I was with him. He had a wonderful 
intellect, was a cultured gentleman and a power- 
ful preacher’. 

"The General Association had elected D. 
N. Jackson to take Matheny's place in Bogalusa. 
At the same time, Bogard had been elected assis- 
tant manager. Jackson later refused to take the 
place, so then the committee voted that Matheny 
should continue the work through that year until 
the meeting of the messengers in 1918. He did this 
until his death in August. After that, the commit- 
tee asked Mrs. Matheny to continue his work un- 
til the messengers would meet in Texarkana in 
December. With the help of her brother, she com- 
plied with their request so that there would be no 
break in the work because of the vacancy."36 
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Texarkana Baptist Orphanage 


An Orphans Home was established by the 
Arkansas State Convention at Monticello in 
1894. Its support became a popular activity 
among many of the churches in Arkansas. Dur- 
ing this time the Landmark churches partici- 
pated in support of the Monticello Orphans' 
Home. At its first session in 1902, the State As- 
sociation recommended that the churches con- 
tinue their support of the Monticello home "for 
the present". However, by 1906 the Landmark 
churches felt the need for an orphans home under 
their own control. Even after the Texarkana 
Baptist Orphanage was established in 1908, 
many local associations recommended both 
homes until the separation became more decisive 
about 1918. 

At the 1916 meeting of the Mt. Vernon 
Association, Bro. J. W. Sims, who was moderator 
of the State Association in 1913, stated in his 
report, 

"We deplore the things that brought the 
two homes into existence, and would beg for the 
sake of the orphans, and for the good of God's 
cause that all of us work and pray to the end, that 
all differences may be removed, and that soon the 
Baptists of Arkansas may have one great 
Orphans' Home, centrally located and under one 
management, thus reducing the expenses, and 
adding very materially to the interest of the Or- 
phans in our care." 

Bro. Sims' statement was typical of a 
movement that was evident about this time. As a 
general observation it might be noted that in the 
immediate years after the 1902 division, both 
groups appear to have been highly motivated. 
However, after 1910 interest in State work ap- 
peared to wane. 

The Convention forces took advantage by 
sending their representatives to local associa- 
tions which had voted to be Landmark associa- 
tions. Apparently the Convention's emphasis on 
the 75 Million Dollar Campaign, fore-runner to 
the co-operative program, was a decisive factor in 
galvanizing Landmark interest. By 1920 or 1921, 
most local associations had definitely deter- 
mined to affiliate with the State Association or 
the State Convention. 

After the division at Paragould in 1901, 
the Landmark churches met to determine the 
purposes and objectives of the new State Asso- 
ciation. A preliminary meeting, held with An- 
tioch Baptist Church in Little Rock on April 10- 
11, 1902, proposed the principles upon which the 
State Association would be organized. 


Eld. Ben M. Bogard made a motion that a 
committee of three be appointed to draft a 
statement of principles by which the new state 
organization would be governed. The Moderator, 


Eld. W. H. Paslay, appointed Elders Ben M. 
Bogard, J. G. Doyle and Loftin Quinn. 

Later in the meeting the "Statement of 
Principles" was read by Eld. Ben M. Bogard. Ar- 
ticle X stated, "This general association shall en- 
courage, in all Scriptural and practical ways, the 
support of the aged ministry and helpless or- 
phans, and shall systematically collect funds for 
the same." 

After the Statement of Principles was 
adopted by sections, Eld. Loftin Quinn made a 
motion that a Committee on Schedule of Work be 
appointed. This committee was Elders Loftin 
Quinn, W. R. Story and W. A. Clark. 

This committee reported later in the ses- 
sion, offering ten recommendations. Number 
four read, "Hearty sympathy and support of the 
Baptist orphans' home." 

As will be indicated, the brethren in- 
tended to continue support of the Monticello 
Orphans Home. 

The first annual meeting of the new State 
Association was held at Searcy in November of 
1902. Eld. Ben M. Bogard was host pastor. 

As a leader in the Landmark movement, 
Eld. Ben M. Bogard offered a resolution that a 
committee of five be appointed "to perfect the 
Statement of Principles," and that the following 
committees be appointed: On Foreign Missions, 
On State Missions, On Orphans' Home, On Fi- 
nance, On Prohibition, and On Sunday Schools. 

The Committee on Statement of Princi- 
ples was Elders Ben M. Bogard, Loftin Quinn, B. 
J. Mathews, J. L. Brown and W. T. Box. 

The Committee on Orphans' Home was 
Elders William Tucker, J. B. Sanders, J. M. 
Minton, J. M. McGee, D. M. Cloud. 


The Committee on Statement of Princi- 
ples began its report Saturday morning and then 
finished the report and discussion during the af- 
ternoon. 

The final document consisted of thirteen 
articles, ‘Article: ):xX°ustated;” Sinise General 
Association shall encourage, in all Scriptural 
and practical ways, the support of helpless wid- 
ows and orphans, and shall systematically col- 
lect funds for the same." 

The Orphan's Home report stated: 

"One of the most prominent works en- 
joined by the Scriptures, and there is perhaps 
none more Christ-like, is the providing for the 
orphans, and as the Orphans' Home at Monticello 
belongs to the Baptists of Arkansas, and as we, 
the constituents of this General Association, 
constitute a large part of the Baptist hosts of this 
State, therefore, we recommend that our 
churches for the present sustain said institution 
with their contributions and prayers." 
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The 1903 meeting was held with Bethle- 
hem and Antioch Churches in Little Rock. Al- 
though the General Association had officially or- 
ganized and begun its work, efforts were still be- 
ing made to recommend "terms of a peaceful and 
satisfactory settlement" which would allow the 
Landmark churches to continue work with the 
State Convention. Accordingly, the Landmark 
"Peace Committee" met January 23, 1903 at Little 
Rock, and "adopted what we believe to be a rea- 
sonable and scriptural basis of settlement, which 
consisted of six fundamental principles,..." 

The Convention's Committee also met in 
Little Rock and "agreed to accept these terms and 
recommend their adoption." However, the "peace" 
effort broke down over differences in merging the 
two papers, since one paper was privately owned. 
By a vote of about 400 to 75 the messengers voted 
to continue the effort to combine the two state 
bodies. The Executive Committee was instructed 
to notify the churches composing the Association 
of any action taken by the State Convention with 
reference to the peace negotiations. However, this 
appeared to be the last official action toward the 
effort. 


The Orphans' Home Committee at the 
1903 meeting was W. H. Paslay, T. H. Carter, J. I. 
Martin, G. C. Lassiter, P. Simpson. 

Their report began with the phrase, "We, 
your Committee on Orphans' Home at Monti- 
cello, submit the following: 

"As our Home grows in age it entwines it- 
self more closely around our hearts, and its in- 
crease in number of orphans demands of us con- 
tinued and enlarged contributions. 

"Therefore, we recommend that its claims 
upon us be kept before our churches and that reg- 
ular contributions be made to this noble cause, 
and thus hold up the hands of those who are car- 
ing for the orphans." 

Thus it should be noted that the General 
Association still recommended the home at 
Monticello. In fact, a later attempt was made to 
allow the General Association to name some of 
the trustees for the home at Monticello. 

It should also be noted that Eld. T. H. 
Carter began a long association with Orphans' 
Home work. Eld. Carter eventually became man- 
ager of the Texarkana Home, and also pastor of 
County Avenue Baptist Church in Texarkana. 


The 1904 Meeting was also held at Little 
Rock, with Bethlehem, Antioch and Argenta 
Churches serving as hosts. Eld. Ben M. Bogard 
was pastor of the First Baptist Church in Argenta 
(North Little Rock). 

The Orphan's Home Committee reported: 

"We are glad to report the Home to be in 
good condition and still under the personal su- 
pervision of Bro. Ed. and Sis. Hannah Gardner. 
There are sixty-two children in the home. We are 


glad to note that Eld. W. W. Gardner is still at 
work as financial agent." 

The report continued, "Your committee 
most heartily recommends the present manage- 
ment... We would urge that all our people stand by 
the Home and continue to contribute liberally to 
its support." 

However, we should note the Landmark 
brethren wanted to be recognized for their sup- 
port of the Home. The following resolution was 
presented: "Resolved, That this body respectfully 
ask the Treasurer of the Home to give credit to 
this body through our Treasurer, for all funds re- 
ceived, for which this body is due credit, and so 
incorporate in his report {to jthe, jotate 
Convention." 

The clerk summarized the discussion 
which followed: "the sentiment expressed by all 
was favorable to the home, but wanted it so ar- 
ranged that credit be given this body for funds 
contributed by Churches and Associations repre- 
sented in it." Two other resolutions were pre- 
sented. 

Eld. W. W. Gardner, the financial agent for 
the home was present and "was granted the privi- 
lege of the floor, and spoke briefly in the interest 
of the Home, expressing himself as perfectly will- 
ing that this body should have due credit for all 
contributions..." 

A final resolution was presented: "Re- 
solved, That the Moderator appoint a committee 
of five to meet and confer with like committee 
from the State Convention, with the view of for- 
mulating a plan for the future co-operation of the 
two bodies in the support of the Orphans' Home, 
and that said committee report result to this body 
at its next session.” 

The following committee was appointed: 
J. B. Sanders, William Tucker, Loftin Quinn, 
W.C.C. Dorough and B. C. Trice. However, this 
move by the General Association was rebuffed by 
the State Convention. As a result, by 1906 a move 
was underway for the establishment of a 
Landmark Orphans' Home. 

The Treasurer's Report showed that 
$357.58 was received for the Orphans Home. 


The 1905 meeting was held at Hot Springs. 
The Orphans Home report was given at 3 PM on 
Sunday: 

"We are glad to note that the Home is still 
doing good work under the efficient management 
of the matron, Sis. Hannah Hyatt Gardner. There 
are now sixty-six children in the Home, ranging 
in age from two to eighteen years, but the Home 
must have money so as to feed and clothe these 
children. 

"We recommend to the churches of this as- 
sociation that they continue their support to this 
worthy and noble enterprise, although the con- 
vention has refused us any representation on the 
Board of Management as may be seen by refer- 
ence to their minute of 1904. 
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"We recommend that a collection be taken 
now for this work. We also recommend that all 
funds collected be sent to the treasurer of this 
General Association, W. W. Izard, at England, AR, 
and that we request Elder Finch, the agent, that 
in making his reports of collections that they 
show as far as possible the contributions coming 
from the General Association people. We would 
ask the churches to take a collection for this 
work before the close of this year, and that the 
messengers and pastors urge their churches to 
take hold of this matter and help in every way 
possible." 


I. Beginning Texarkana Baptist Orphanage 

Consequently, in 1906, when meeting at 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock, the messengers 
voted to "establish a permanent orphans home 
under the control and support of the state associ- 
ation.” A board of trustees was elected and in- 
structed to begin such a home as soon as possible. 

First, a resolution was presented by Eld. 
Ben M. Bogard calling for a committee to be 
known as an Orphans Home Finding Committee, 
whose duty would be to find orphan children and 
then find homes for them. Then apparently the 
first move was made to establish an Orphans' 
Home as the resolution continued, "The further 
duty of this committee shall be to take steps to 
the establishment of a permanent Orphans Home 
under the control and supervision of the 
Arkansas Baptist General Association." 

This committee was Eld. J. A. Smith of 
Springdale; Eld. T. H. Carter, Stamps; Eld. T. J. 
Woodard, and Brethren J. B. Sanders and G. R. 
Roebuck, Forrest City; W. R. Cross, Magnolia; and 
J. B. Sellman, Texarkana. 


The first order of business on Monday was 
the Orphans' Home report. The Committee was T. 
H. Carter, W. A. Crutchfield, J. A. Myers, J. W. 
Holland and W. R. Cross. 

"We believe the word of God as well as the 
spirit of Christianity makes it our plain duty to, 
so far as in our power, take care of the orphans in 
our state. We therefore recommend that the 
churches in this Association foster the Orphans 
Home at Monticello, as they have done (until we 
can establish one of our own)... 

The report continued, "We recommend the 
appointment of a committee to look out for a 
suitable place for the establishing of a Home as 
soon as practicable, they shall be empowered to 
receive proposals and gifts for the same, and 
make report at the next meeting of this body. 
They may confer with the executive committee of 
this body in regard to the work assigned them." 


Early in the session a committee was ap- 
pointed "whose duty it would be to revise and re- 
port on the declaration of principles that were 
formerly adopted by this body." 


The Committee on Revision of Statement 
of Principles reported. 

The Article I changed the name to the 
State Association of Arkansas Baptist Churches. 

Article VII provided for three standing 
committees: 

1. An Executive Committee of nine mem- 
bers and the officers of the body, "whose duty it 
shall be to execute the will of the co-operating 
churches in locating and occupying fields, rais- 
ing funds and in the distribution of informa- 
tion,“ 

2. An Orphans Home committee consist- 
ing of five members "whose duty it shall be to aid 
the co-operating churches in finding and sup- 
porting indigent widows and orphans.,..." 

3. An Educational Committee composed 
of five members "whose duty it will be to serve the 
co-operating churches, fostering Buckner College 
and other schools that may come under their fos- 
tering Carey 


The following were elected to the Com- 
mittee on Orphans Home: J. A. Smith, T. H. 
Carter, T. J. Woodford, J. B. Sanders, G. R. Roe- 
buck, J. B. Sellman, W. R. Cross. Eld. J. B: 
Sellman was the first manager of the Texarkana 
Baptist Orphanage. 

Therefore, definite moves were made in 
1906 authorizing the State Association of 
Arkansas Baptist Churches to establish an or- 
phans home as part of its work. 


The first official information about the 
home may be obtained from the Orphans’ Home 
report of the First Columbia Association, which 
meet on Oct. 15-16, 1907. Their report stated, "...is 
the kind of institution we are now endeavoring to 
establish at Texarkana. We therefore recommend 
the establishment of our Home at the above place, 
and that the institution be under the auspices of 
the State Association of Arkansas Baptist 
Churches. We further recommend that a collec- 
tion for this purpose now be taken and turned 
over to J. B. Sellinan, who is now working for the 
establishment of the home." The offering 
amounted to $23.75. 

Thus, it would appear that J. B. Sellman 
had started officially working for the Orphanage 
before the 1907 meeting of the State Association 
at Benton. 


The Orphans Home report at the 1907 
State Association stated, "your committee would 
suggest that this association of churches begin at 
once and locate, establish and build up an 
Orphans' Home to be under the control and man- 
agement of the State Association of Baptist 
Churches of Arkansas." The report also suggested 
the home be located at Texarkana and a commit- 
tee of five trustees be elected "to purchase land 
and arrange a home, manage said home and re- 
ceive, collect, and apply said funds for the build- 
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ing up and maintaining the same. Look after 
other interests of said home, keeping a faithful 
record of all receipts and disbursements and re- 
port the same to this association annually. Said 
committee shall take all deeds and charters for 
property purchased for the Orphanage of this as- 
sociation in their name only as trustees and their 
successors. The title being vested in the co-oper- 
ating churches of this association forever. Said 
trustees shall in person, by agent or otherwise, 
keep a constant look-out for helpless children 
and place then in said Home as soon as suitable 
arrangements can be made." 

The committee members were Brethren J. 
Ay Smith; T; He Carter, J.B iSellman, andiw ok: 
Cross. 

As suggested by the report, the Associa- 
tion selected Bro. J. B. Sellman to "take charge of 
the Home for the coming year." Elected as trustees 
were: W. R. Cross, President, Magnolia; C. R. 
Powell, Little Rock; T. H. Carter, Stamps; W. R. 
Story, Stamps and J. W. Sims, DeQueen. 

A motion was made by C. C. Winters that a 
committee be appointed to confer with the Texas 
and Oklahoma Associations and to invite them 
to help in building up Buckner College at 
Witcherville, Ark., and the Orphans' Home at 
Texarkana. Buckner College was supported by the 
State Association until about 1912. 


A. Administration 

Texarkana Baptist Orphanage was for- 
mally organized by charter on Dec. 4, 1907. The 
original Board of Trustees petitioned the Hon- 
orable Circuit Court of Miller County for a Cer- 
tificate of Incorporation for a Domestic Non- 
Profit Cooperation to become a body politic...for 
benevolent purposes, to wit: 

The purchase of a site for the purpose of 
erecting and maintaining a Home for orphan and 
neglected children, and that the name of said co- 
operative be declared to be "Texarkana Baptist 
Orphanage." 

The charter was granted and filed for 
record January 8, 1908. Apparently the first 
property had been previously contracted, for the 
deed for the original building was also executed 
and filed on the same date. 

The large brick house and eight acres of 
land were purchased for $7,000. Miller Co. Deeds, 
Book PP, p. 103 shows that the deed for the origi- 
nal building was executed and filed Jan. 8, 1908, 
with the property purchased from Louis 
Heilborn. This property was located at East 29th 
and Garland Streets. The building was erected in 
1904 at a cost of $11,000, for use by the 
Texarkana Industrial College. 

An article was printed in the April 8, 
1908, Evening Texarkanian, under the headline 
"Baptist Orphans Home." The subheading was "In 
Fairview is Being Visited by Trustees and 
Directors Today." The article stated, "Rev. T. H. 
Carter of Stamps; Rev. C. R. Powell of Little Rock; 


Rev. W. R. Story of Hope, and Mr. W. R. Cross, are 
spending the day here on business connected with 
the Baptist Orphans Home, out at Fairview, of 
which institution they are the trustees and direc- 
tors. 

"Rev. J. B. Sellman of Texarkana, is man- 
ager of the Home. 

"Rev. C. R. Powell, of the board, is editor of 
the Arkansas Baptist, published at Little Rock, 
and is considered one of the brightest preachers 
of his denomination in the state."! 

Eld. J. B. Sellman from Texarkana was 
placed in charge. It was later reported that during 
his tenure of less than one year, he collected 
twelve children, but little else. 

Early in 1909, an inspection of the home 
revealed that "we had comparatively nothing in 
the Home except children." A new "manager," Eld. 
T. H. Carter, was chosen, who by the fall of that 
year had corrected what was lacking. He reported 
that the house was now completely furnished, 
and had two good milk cows, a good spring 
wagon, a sewing machine, and farming "utensils" 
in plenty. 

According to the report given at the 1909 
meeting of the State Association, the manage- 
ment of the home during the first months of op- 
eration was lacking. Later the report, in refer- 
ring to Eld. T. H. Carter, stated, "As to the man- 
agement of the Home, it has been good, and you 
would only have to have known the condition a 
year ago and then view it now to appreciate 
rightly the management." 

From the expenditures we may derive the 
dates: J. B. Sellman was paid for expenses from 
Nov. 18, 1908 to February 18, 1909. T. H. Carter 
was paid salary and expenses from Feb. 18 to 
Nov. 1. Therefore, this would indicate J. B. 
Sellman was manager for the first 12 or 13 
months. Then T. H. Carter became manager. 

The expense report also showed a pay- 
ment of $1,506.61 to L. Heilburn, which was the 
yearly payment plus interest. The report stated 
that $2,130.51 had been paid on the purchase 
price of the home. A total of $3,527.78 had been 
received during the year, and the expenses were 
$3,532.74. 

The report continued, "But brethren, we 
have a note for one thousand dollars and interest 
on it for one year,...also the interest on the unma- 
tured notes will be due at the same time, making 
in all about $1,400.00 due just after Christmas... 
Brethren, it is going to take a strong pull, a united 
pull, yea, it is going to take some noble contribu- 
tions to meet this. Small gifts will not do, but 
large ones we must have. May God touch every 
purse-string here, so that we may have arrange- 
ments made in cash and pledges for the full 
amount before we leave this Association...By the 
help of God we are going to come out." 
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Eld. T. H. Carter 

We only have fragmented information on 
Eld. T. H. Carter. We first noted him in the First 
Columbia Association in 1898. He was a pastor in 
that Association until 1908. He listed a McNeil, 
then a Stamps, and finally a Texarkana address. 
His last pastorates in that Association were at 
Taylor, AR and Springhill, LA. He attended the 
Association in 1909 and was still pastor at 
Springhill. 

According to the 1910 U.S. Census, 
Thomas H. Carter was 52 years of age, and was 
born in Georgia. His wife, Bettie A. was 52 years 
of age, born in Tennessee. The Carters had been 
married 34 years, and had eight children, six still 
living. Still with the parents were Pearl, a daugh- 
ter 22 years of age; Clifford J. a son, 17 years of 
age, and Dora E., a daughter, 11 years of age. The 
1910 census listed the Texarkana Baptist 
Orphanage on a separate page. The index listed 
the Carter family, and also 21 non-relatives. 
Some of the children were able to list the states in 
which their parents were born, some were not. 

From thé 1914 report of. the -First 
Columbia Association, "Bro. and Sis. Carter are 
again in charge of the Home to the great delight of 
the children and there they ought to remain as 
this is the third time they have been called to this 
important work. God seems to have especially 
endowed them for the work." 

As best we can tell, Bro. Carter continued 
as manager of the home until 1922. He was still 
listed as Manager in the 1921 Minute. W. M. 
Davis was listed as Manager in the 1922 minute. 
He also served as a trustee during most of this 
time. 

Eld. Carter was also an early pastor of 
County Avenue Baptist Church. T. H. Carter and 
J. B. Sellman represented the church when it pe- 
titioned the Southwestern Association in 1912. 
Bro. Carter was still pastor in 1915. According to 
Dr. I. K. Cross, a former pastor of County Avenue, 
Dora Carter suggested the name of the church be 
changed from Mt. Pisgah to County Avenue in 
1917.2 

Eld. Carter was prominent in both the 
General Association and the State Associations 
from their beginnings. His faithfulness was rec- 
ognized by being elected as Moderator of the State 
Association in 1916. 


The Trustees elected in 1910 were W. R. 
Cross; W: R: Story, C. R. Powell, B. C; Fitzhugh, 
and J. W. Sims. It should be noted that Eld. J. W. 
Sims was the first Treasurer. Brethren C. R. 
Powell, W. R. Story, W. R. Cross, T. H. Carter and 
J. W. Sims were first elected trustees at the 1907 
meeting. 

The trustees reported that "Brother and 
Sister Carter have been faithful to the Home, for 
which service we have paid them $40.00 per 
month and boarded them and children." 


The Trustees in 1911 were W. R. Cross, C. 
R. Powell, B. C. Fitzhugh, T. H. Carter, and W. R. 
Story. 

The trustees' report stated that after being 
informed by Bro. Carter that he would not re- 
main with the Home another year, "we secured 
Bro. W. B. Young and wife, at a salary of $40 per 
month, and their board. They have done us a good 
year's work,..." 

The report indicated Bro. Young could not 
remain with the Home. Based on the financial 
report, Eld. T. H. Carter had continued as man- 
ager through part of December, and Bro. Young 
had been manager for eleven months. 

Eld. J. W. Sims was elected as treasurer of 
the Orphans Home. 

The trustees for 1912 were B. C. Fitzhugh, 
W. Ro Storyel.eHs. Carter, Jo Wesims:and Wee 
Cross. Bro. Sims was re-elected as Treasurer. 

The trustees for 1913 were P. H. Herring, 
W. R.. Cross, J.) W. Sims,J2T.M? Holtandpikgiis 
Carter 

Miss Flora Black was recommended to the 
Trustees for the position as Matron and Teacher 
for the Home. The report stated, We have em- 
ployed an assistant matron that greatly helps the 
work." The employment of another woman as a 
matron became a usual practice. 

G. W. Sims was continued as Treasurer. 

"Bro. Cabiness, the present manager of the 
Home has with his wife worked hard to build up 
the Home for which we, the Board of Trustees, feel 
thankful. Bro. Cabiness informs us his wife does 
not feel able to stay in the Home another year and 
give the attention to her own children they need. 
[based on the salary paid, Bro. Cabiness was 
manager most of the year, and continued for part 
of the next year] 

The committee did not make a recom- 
mendation for the position of manager. The re- 
port continued, "We find that it will take about 
$1,800.00 to pay off the present indebtedness and 
pay the running expenses till Jan. 1914. 


B. Buildings and Equipment 

In his 1908 report to the First Columbia 
Association, Eld. T. H. Carter stated: 

"The State Association of Baptist 
Churches through a committee appointed for that 
purpose has purchased in Texarkana, a fine three 
story brick building and ten acres of ground 
worth about $20,000 for our orphans. This build- 
ing is well arranged, and especially suited for an 
Orphans' Home. We were fortunate enough to se- 
cure this property for $7,000 payable in notes of 
different value on different dates. One of these 
$1,500.00 notes falls due on Jan. 1, 1909. 

"We have put some improvements on the 
home amounting to about $250 or $300. 

As early as 1910 it was reported that 
Texarkana "is building all around the home, by 
virtue of which our property has increased in 
value, to almost double what it cost...the city of 
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Texarkana is now asking that we improve the 
Home, in accord with the improvements around 
it. We hereby recommend that we do this, as the 
city promised to help us to a large amount if we 
will make this improvement." 

The report continued, "We haven't made 
much permanent improvement in the home this 
year, but now recommend, if the money sufficient 
comes into the hands of the Treasurer, that we 
will make some improvement as soon as possi- 
ble--such as building a front gallery or porch, and 
placing a neat yard fence around the Home, and 
such other small expenses as may be absolutely 
necessary. 

The 1911 Orphans' Home Committee re- 
ported, "We also find that Mrs. J. E. Newman 
through and by contributions raised by her in the 
children's department of the Arkansas Baptist 
has done some much needed, valuable, and 
highly appreciated improvements in cutting the 
second floor of the building up in departments, 
halls, enough rooms, etc., giving the children 
more private and commodious quarters. We find 
that they have also supplied the home with some 
very much needed furniture, etc. " 

At the 1912 meeting the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Board of Managers of 
the Texarkana Orphans' Home be instructed to 
dispose of the property in Texarkana as soon at it 
can be conveniently and advantageously done 
and remove the Home to Malvern, provided the 
people of Malvern give them a deed to the 40-acre 
tract of land south of town known as the Potts 
place, and provided further that at least 40 acres 
of other land adjoining this place can be bought 
for not more than $20.00 per acre." 

On motion the matter of removing the 
Orphans' Home to Malvern was referred to the 
Board of Managers. 

The 1913 Orphans' Home report stated: 

"We are glad to report that we have made 
some of the repairs on the Home so much needed. 
We have repaired and painted the roof of the 
house; built a new fence around the entire farm... 
We have bought two cows, but we need other im- 
provements that ought to be made. 

In reference to the proposal in 1913 to sell 
the Texarkana property and accept an offered gift 
of land at Malvern, "your Board felt that after due 
consideration that it was unwise to do this as the 
sacrifice was so much greater than the gift... 
Furthermore, it was the wisdom of your board to 
first get out of debt and abide a suitable and better 
time to sell and locate should it then be the wish 
of the Association to sell and move. 


C. The Children and Their Support 

According to the official records, the first 
children were placed in the Orphanage on 
December 3, 1907. These were twin boys, eight 
years of age, from Emett, Arkansas. The next 


children were received February 8, 1908, a girl 13 
years of age, and three sisters, ages 11, 9, and 5. 

We do not have a Minute for the 1908 
meeting at Malvern. An article was printed in the 
Malvern Meteor, which stated, "At the rink 
Sunday morning, preceding the 11:00 service, a 
collection was taken for the Orphan's Home at 
Texarkana, the aggregate of which amounted to 
something over $1,000." However, we do have in- 
formation available from the 1908 minute of the 
Southwestern Association, as follows: 

The Orphans' Home report was read by 
Eld. J. W. Sims: 

"We now have twelve children in the 
home, presided over by Bro. J. B. Sellman and 
wife." 

"The note for $1,500 due the first of next 
year must be paid or we will suffer loss. We there- 
fore recommend that every church in this associ- 
ation make a sacrifice, if necessary, to meet this 
note. 

"The Southwest Association stands today 
the banner association of the state in point of 
number of churches contributing, but not in the 
amount given. As treasurer of the Texarkana 
home I know whereof I speak. I expect in 
November to sever my connection as treasurer of 
the Texarkana home, but I beg you all to rally to 
the support of this home and see that there is 
money enough in the treasury by Feb. 1, 1909 to 
meet the note of $1,500 that will then be due." 

We have twenty inmates in the home 
(October, 1908), including Bro. Sellman and his 
family, to feed and clothe." 

A collection of $34.55 and pledges of $105 
were received. 

At the State Association in 1909, Bro. J. 
W. Sims, Treasurer of the Orphans' Home, read 
his report, which showed $3,527.78 received from 
all sources. Subscriptions were taken for the 
Home amounting to $485.00. 

The Report of the Board of Trustees was 
read by C. R. Powell. The report stated, "We have 
much to rejoice over in regard to our orphanage. 
First, I will say the Home needs only to be seen to 
be fully appreciated...On February 18th, or about 
that time, when the present manager moved in, 
we found we had comparatively nothing in the 
Home except children. Thanks be to God, we now 
have the Home very well furnished... we also now 
have two good cows;... and twenty children on the 
roll of the Orphanage, and best of all, all these 
things are paid for. As to the running expenses of 
the Home, they are all paid up to the first day of 
this month... 


The 1910 Orphans' Home report was sub- 
mitted by Brethren W. R. Story, J. W. Sims and W. 
R. Cross. 

This committee reported twenty-one chil- 
dren in the home, and "everyone that was old 
enough has this year professed faith in Christ, 
and been baptized and united with the church." 
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The report stated the bills were paid and $750.00 
had been paid on the $1,000 note that would be 
due in January. 

It was estimated that $900 would be re- 
quired to pay off the note, pay interest on other 
obligations and insurance, and supply the regu- 
lar expenses for two months. Therefore, the 
committee challenged the messengers to raise 
$800 in cash and pledges. 

The report was read by Eld. J. W. Sims, 
and after discussion by T. H. Carter and others, 
and collection of $1,308.46, the report was unan- 
imously adopted. [note: in the early years of the 
Association, reported offerings were primarily 
pledges the messengers would attempt to raise 
during the year] 

The financial report showed $3,951.37 
was received and $4,162.44 had been paid out, 
with a balance of $101.23. 

The Minute reported, "On motion the 
question of instructing the Trustees of the 
Texarkana Baptist Orphans' Home to allow chil- 
dren to be adopted out of the home into good fam- 
ilies, which question was referred from the last 
session, was called up, and after full discussion 
the parties who favored letting out the children 
waiving their convictions and not voting, it was 
ordered that no children be let out at the present." 

[note: this appears to be the first discus- 
sion of this nature. In following years the record 
will reveal a variety of proposals. One proposal 
suggested that suitable Christian homes be lo- 
cated for all the children and the Texarkana 
Home be discontinued} 

The 1910 Minute of the Southwestern 
Association indicates local interest in the Or- 
phans' Homes: 

On Sunday Afternoon, "Bro. T. H. Carter 
of the Texarkana Orphans Home, and Bro. 
Turner of the Monticello Home, made some very 
instructive and interesting talks in regard to 
their respective work." 

The Orphans' Home report read, "We have 
two Orphan's Homes in Arkansas. One at 
Texarkana, the other at Monticello. Eld. T. H. 
Carter and wife have charge of the one at 
Texarkana. Prof. J. N. Williams and wife have 
charge of the one at Monticello. There are about 
one hundred and forty children at these two 
homes. 


The 1911 Orphans' Home committee was 
G. S. Anderson, W. R. Cross, and W. R. Story. 
Their report stated the property was purchased 
for $7,000, "that is well worth $20,000. On this we 
have paid $4,700 and now owe $2,300." 

They also reported little sickness in the 
home, and that "all who are old enough have pro- 
fessed faith in Christ and been baptized. All the 
children of school age are in school and are 
learning fast and are as smart and bright as any 
children in the land. We are glad to say that ali 


running expenses have been paid to the first of 
this month. 

"There are now in the Home 32 including 
the applications approved. We find that in addi- 
tion to the funds now in the hands of the 
Treasurer that we need to raise $1100 in order to 
pay off the balance on note and interest due 
January lst, 1912%" 

By 1911 the home had a total of thirty-two 
children and an annual budget of over $4,000. 

Bro. W. B. Young and wife had served as 
manager and matron for most of the year. The 
committee reported, "They have done us a good 
year's work, and the Home, with thirty-two chil- 
dren therein, is now in good shape, and the chil- 
dren are all doing well, and are seemingly happy, 
and contented. All the children are now in 
school, who are old enough, and we are glad to say 
that all who are old enough are Christians. 

"We are glad to report that Mrs. Willie 
Cross-Newman, together with the children's cor- 
ner in the Arkansas Baptist, has made some $400 
worth of improvements to the Home.... 

The Treasurers report showed $3,843.54 
in receipts during the year with disbursements of 
$3,889.55. 


The 1912 meeting was held in Malvern. 
On Thursday Evening a special service on the 
Orphans' Home was held. The report of the 
Treasurer and the report of the Committee on the 
Orphan's Home were read. Eld. T. H. Carter, 
manager, spoke concerning the Home, and also 
presented four of the children he brought with 
him from the Home. They entertained the meet- 
ing by reciting some "pieces" and singing some 
songs. 

Eld. J. W. Sims, Treasurer, also spoke and 
took a collection for the home amounting to 
$202.00 cash and $507.50 in pledges. 

The Orphans Home Report was submitted 
by T. H. Carter, J. W. Sims, and J. E. Ferguson: 

"We have 36 children in the Home. We 
have been able to keep most of them in school. 
One of our children died in August, when we had 
typhoid fever. We had five cases in the Home, 
which incurred a great expense. But we are glad to 
report that all the children are now well. Our 
Home is filling up fast with children... I cannot 
mention all the needs of the Home. It would make 
the report too long. Some of the things we will 
have to do is repair the house, buy more beds, 
build new fences on the place and other things we 
should do to make our home what we want it to 
be. 

"Since we are thus confronted with ex- 
penses we feel the only way to meet this expense 
is to employ a good man and let him put in his 
full time collecting for the Home." 

Eld. J. W. Sims, Marvel, Ark., was re- 
elected Treasurer of Texarkana Orphan's Home. 
His report showed receipts of $4,415, and dis- 
bursements of $4,091.24. The report listed burial 
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expense of $90.00 for the typhoid victim, and 
$440 paid T. H. Carter as manager. 


The 1913 Orphans' Home report stated: 

We have thirty-two children in the Home 
most of them in school and doing good work. We 
have a good crop on the place. The health of the 
children has been excellent this year... ; 

The 1912 report had indicated the Or- 
phanage was at capacity. This report attempted to 
deal with the problem: 

"We recommend that after due considera- 
tion and thorough investigation of applicants by 
your Board of Trustees that the children of the 
home may be adopted into good Christian homes. 


"We further recommend that boys and 
girls whose character is such that it would be a 
menace to the other children of the Home that the 
Trustees be authorized to provide a home in some 
way for such characters looking to the best inter- 
est of the Home and the boy or girl above men- 
tioned. 

"We further recommend that the age limit 
in the future be 10 for boys and 12 for girls." 

The report was signed by W. R. Cross, 
Chairman, J. V. Vermillion, T. H. Carter. 

Eld. J. W. Sims, Treasurer, reported 
$4,964.75 as income from all sources, and expen- 
ditures of $4,599.86. The report showed a note for 
$1,000 and another for $500. 


The following newspaper account best relates the tremendous loss, and potential tragedy. 


Daily Texarkanian 


February 2, 1914 


Baptist Orphan Home Burned Yesterday 


‘ee. £2 tee ee 


nanan PARRA Atanas, 


The Orphan's Home Which Was Destroyed By Fire Yesterday 


[this picture was made from a micro-film] 


Thirty-two orphans, ten little boys and twenty-two girls, ranging in years from three to seven- 
teen were thrown out of a home temporarily Sunday afternoon when the above structure was destroyed 
by fire. Willing citizens were on hand before the flames had hardly begun the destruction of the institu- 
tion, to take the orphans into their homes and care for them until a new home is built, and by the time 
a flames' work had been half done, homes had been assigned for all the former inmates of the institu- 

ion. 


ALL OF THE INMATES, THIRTY-TWO CHILDREN IN THE NUMBER, 
RESCUED FROM THE BUILDING WITHOUT INJURY. 


BUILDING A TOTAL LOSS 
_ Most of Contents Were Saved--Firemen Powerless to Cope with the Flames Because 
of Distance From Nearest Fire Plug--Building Cost $7,000 and Was Insured for $6,000. 


Within the short space of less than an 
hour Sunday afternoon, thirty-two orphan boys 
and girls, inmates of the Texarkana Baptist 
Orphan's Home on the outskirts of the city, were 


rendered homeless temporarily when fire de- 
stroyed that structure. Most of the contents were 
saved and every one of the little tots carried to a 
place of safety without the slightest injury to any 
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of them. The building was completely gutted and 
is useless in its present condition. 

Starting from a defective flue in the 
northeast corner on the top floor, the flames had 
gained considerable headway before discovered 
by residents a quarter of a mile away. 

At the time, there were thirty or more on 
the second floor of the building in total ignorance 
of the fire raging over their heads, and when in- 
formed of their peril, some slight difficulty was 
experienced maintaining order for a few minutes 
until all could be removed from the building, but 
this was finally accomplished and not one of the 
inmates injured. 

Some half dozen of the little boys and 
girls, inmates of the institution, were playing in 
the yard in front of the building and did not no- 
tice the flames which began to quickly devour the 
woodwork interior of the building. Neighbors, 
however, discovered the fire and rushed to alarm 
those inside the building. 

The older inmates of the institution, with 
the help of willing hands from the neighborhood 
around, succeeded in saving practically all the 
contents, so the loss to the Baptists will not be so 
great as otherwise might have been the case. 

Numbered among the inmates were ten 
boys and twenty-two girls, their ages ranging 
from three to seventeen years, together with sev- 
eral grown persons, the manager and the matron. 
Practically all of these were on the second floor 
of the building when the fire started and were in 
total ignorance of their peril until a neighbor 
rushed in and told them the building was on fire. 


The orphans, while shut out from the 
home, were not left to shift for themselves, for, 
while the flames were destroying the institution, 
citizens came to those in charge, and before the 
building had been half destroyed, homes in pri- 
vate families had been provided for every inmate 
of the institution. Some of the citizens volun- 
teered to take half a dozen of the little orphans, 
but they were divided out and placed in some 
twenty different homes where they will remain 
until another home is erected. 

The Texarkana Baptist’'s Orphan Home 
was established in 1907, the building having been 
formerly occupied by the Texarkana Industrial 
College in 1904. The building was erected at a cost 
of $11,000 and was sold to the Baptists for $7,000. 
The sum of $6,000 insurance was carried on the 
building, which will almost, if not entirely, cover 
the loss. 

It is the intention to rebuild the institu- 
tion as quickly as possible. The managers stated 
while the fire was in progress they would com- 
mence at once on a campaign to raise sufficient 
funds to rebuild and thoroughly equip the insti- 
tution, and will make the new building more 
modern in every respect than the one just de- 
stroyed. 


Because of the distance from the nearest 
fire plug, the fire department was helpless to cope 
with the flames, but Chief Springer ordered his 
men to lay one line of hose to the building, and 
for four hours the firemen did all in their power 
to save what little possible, but could not accom- 
plish much. 

That none of the inmates were injured or 
burned to death in the building is considered 
miraculous because of the fact the flames had 
gained such headway before they were discovered. 
The fact all were gotten out of the building and to 
a point of safety speaks well for those in charge of 
the institution. 

Officials of the institution stated this af- 
ternoon that efforts will be made at once to secure 
funds with which to replace the burned structure, 
but that inasmuch as the citizens of Texarkana 
have been so liberal in their donation in the past, 
no special canvass will be made here, but any 
who desire to voluntarily contribute may send 
their donations to T. H. Carter, and the same will 
be thankfully received. 


A. Administration 

It appears that Eld. T. H. Carter was in- 
deed a man who could take charge. The following 
report was given at the November, 1914 meeting 
of the State Association: 


This Orphans' Home report, given by T. H. 
Carter, J. W. Simms, W. R. Cross, W. R. Barham 
and A. J. Cabiness stated, "In February last the 
Orphans Home, together with almost all its con- 
tents, was consumed and destroyed by fire. In a 
few hours all that we had labored for, given for, 
years sacrificed for, and even shed tears for, was 
consumed by fire, in spite of heroic efforts of 
some who were there to extinguish the fire, and 
ina few hours' time the sad news was flashed 
across the State by wire. 

... But immediately after the terrible shock 
was over, God's noblemen and noblewomen all 
over Arkansas began to plan, and to give, and 
some from other States began to send in their 
gifts, and soon plans were completed and the con- 
tract let, and work actually began, on a new home 
which was more modern and more suitable in ev- 
ery way, and much more convenient than the old 
home. 

The trustees reported, "Bro. Starrett hav- 
ing resigned, we elected Bro. T. H. Carter as man- 
ager for another year... We feel that God has been 
with us, and abundantly blessed us in our efforts 
this year." Bro. G. C. Starrett was manager for 
less than one year. 

Trustees of the Orphans' Home for 1915: 
Wak Cross, 12; Hisberrings Ja W.eSimsp Bae. 
Fitzhugh, J.T.M. Holt, and T. H. Carter. 

J. W. Sims was recommended to be re- 
tained as Treasurer of the Home. He received $100 
per year as salary. Eld. T. H. Carter continued as 


The new building, located on the same site of the original building, housed TBO until 1953. 


manager. He received $704.15 in salary and 
money paid out. 


Trustees for 1916 were J. J. Luck, P. H. 
Herring; Ji..W. Sims? Cy CG. Winterssand 2 BC. 
Fitzhugh. C. C. Winters was recommended as 
Treasurer of the Orphans' Home. Eld. T. H. Carter 
was retained as Manager of the Home. 

Trustees for 1917 were W. R. Cross, P. H. 
Herring, J. W. Sims, B. C. Fitzhugh, J.T.M. Holt, 
and T. H. Carter. Bro. J. W. Sims, Marvel, was re- 
tained as Treasurer. He lived at Marvell, and pa- 
stored churches in the Mt. Vernon Association 
in eastern Arkansas. 

Trustees for 1918 were R. P. Goodman, J. 
W. Sims, P. H. Herring, B. C. Fitzhugh, and J. J. 
Roberts 

Treasurer of Orphans' Home: J. W. Sims. 
In a later action Eld. Sims was elected as Fi- 
nancial Agent for the Orphans' Home for four 
months. Eld. T. H. Carter continued as Manager. 

The Trustees for 1919 were R. P. Good- 
man, J. W. Sims, P. H. Herring, B. C. Fitzhugh, J. 
J. Roberts; Treasurer, J. W. Sims; Manager, T. H. 
Carter 

For some reason the number of trustees 
for 1920 was greatly increased, including: 

J.4W.< Sims; Marvell: LewM. 2 Byers: 
Nashville; R. P. Goodman, Malvern; J. W. Scott, 
Gurdon; P. H. Herring, Bodcaw; R. L. Powell, 
Corning; C. A. Gilbert, Texarkana; G. R. Roebuck, 
Haynes; T. F. Jones, Decatur; T. F. Westbrook, 
Dierks; R. W. Glover, Sheridan; C. C. Winters, 
McNeil; J. J. Roberts, Hope; W. A. Winston, 
Palmyra; B. C. Fitzhugh, Malvern 


J. W. Sims was re-elected as Treasurer, 
and financial agent for the Home. T. H. Carter 
was re-elected as Manager. 


The 1920 Orphans Home report was made 
by J. W. Sims, B. C. Fitzhugh, T. M. Baskin 

"The first paragraph expressed emotional 
support for the orphanage in general, and for the 
"motherly and fatherly love and care is supplied 
for the child by Brother and Sister Carter, which 
is so much needed by all orphans. We thank God 
for giving the Christians--the Baptist churches 
of the land, as a spiritual home while here on 
earth, and put in the hearts of the great Baptist 
host to furnish a real home for the orphans." 

Trustees for 1921 were J. W. Sims, Mar- 
vell; J. J. Roberts, Hope; P. H. Herring, Bodcaw; B. 
C. Fitzhugh, Malvern; R. P. Goodman, Malvern 

General Supt. J. J. Roberts, Hope; Man- 
ager T. H. Carter, Texarkana; Treasurer and So- 
licitor, J. W. Sims, Marvell 


The 1922 minutes were printed with the 
1923 minutes. The clerk noted: "On account of 
lack of funds, I have been forced to leave out 
many reports. All reports similar to those in the 
1923 State Association Minutes have been elim- 
inated. This included the Orphans' Home report. 

The trustees were B. C. Fitzhugh, PH. 
Herring. R: P--Goodman, ©. A Gilbert. ano .. h. 
Toper. 

The Orphans' Home committee was W. M. 
David, J. W. Sims, L. Woodard, D. H. Young and J. 
M. Gibson. 

The minute does state, "Reports of J. W. 
Sims, Treasurer, W. M. Davis, Manager, and J. J. 
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Roberts, Purchasing Agent were read and 
adopted. The Financial Agent was Eld. C. C. 
Winters. 

"Motion carried recommending the con- 
tinuance of W. M. Davis as manager of the Or- 
phans' Home." 


Early Leadership 

Eld. T. H. Carter was the first of a signifi- 
cant group of men who were responsible for lead- 
ing in the work of TBO. Although T. H. Carter 
was noted as late as the early 1930's as living in 
the Sarepta and Shreveport areas of Louisiana, 
he appears to have had no relationship with the 
Orphanage after 1921. 

It should also be noted that P. H. Herring 
served as Financial Agent during the 1920's. He 
made a monthly trip to Texarkana to approve 
the expenditure of all funds. Judge B. C. 
Fitzhugh, who served many years as Treasurer, 
was also significant during this period. He 
served as a trustee from 1909 or 1910 until his 
death in 1931. 

Trustees for 1922 were B. C. Fitzhugh, R. 
Po Crogan, ft. foler Pr. dering °C. A. 
Gilbert, J. W. Sims (Honorary) 

Manager, W. M. Davis, Texarkana; Fi- 
nancial Agent, C. C. Winters, McNeil; Secretary- 
Treasurer, B. C. Fitzhugh, Malvern 

The Orphans' Home Committee reported, 
"We find Bro. and Sis. Davis are doing noble 
work in our Home and are caring out a policy 
which is gradually putting this Home before the 
City of Texarkana and the state at large in the 
light that will command the support of all fair- 
minded people. 

"We recommend the actions of the present 
Board of Trustees. Also our purchasing agent and 
treasurer." 

The Report indicates the home had expe- 
rienced difficulties. The report further noted, 
"The care as committed to the Trustees...has been 
of increased concern because of unrightous chal- 
lenges, added necessary changes, want of ad- 
vancement and the deplorable financial condi- 
tions of the Home. 

"We feel that by the prayers made, we 
have been given the strength to bear the burden 
and we well know that the sacrifices made by 
those who are conscious of the duty they owe to 
the orphans, has made the work the success it 
has been in the past year. 

"The Trustees have been able to secure the 
help of brethren C. C. Winters, D. W. Barnham 
and J. E. Cobb, to act as Financial Agents for a 
part of the time. 

"That errors have been made, we do not 
deny. That improvements need to be made, the 
Trustees and Superintendent heartily concur. 
That a more strict enforcement of present plans 
and arrangements are necessary, we all confess. 
To this end, we truly hope the denomination 
may be given to much prayer for the Su- 


perintendent, the Trustees, the Financial Agents 
and for the children in the Home, that God, in 
His goodness and mercy, wiil help us all make 
1924 the best year in the history of the Home." 

The Trustees for 1923 were Thomas E. 
Toler, Chairman; B. C. Fitzhugh, Secy-Treas; P. 
H. Herring, R. P. Goodman, C. A. Gilbert. 

The Trustees reported that C. C. Winters, 
J. A. Williams, J. L. Brown and D. W. Barnham 
had served as field agents. 

"The home has been well managed by Bro. 
and Sis. Davis and is growing in favor every day. 
We are having better co-operation from the peo- 
ple of Texarkana than we have ever had. All bills 
have been paid promptly the first of each month. 


B. Buildings and Equipment 

The 1914 report continued, "We are now 
housed in this new home, but we need much yet 
in the way of furniture, bedding, etc... The total 
for the architect and building the new home and 
related expenses was $11,379.30, and for insur- 
ance and general running expenses was 
$4,181.93. Total disbursements $15,561.23. 

The committee appealed, "In God's name 
we again appeal to you to stand with us through 
another year of toiling, giving, sacrificing, pray- 
ing, and God no doubt will bless us abundantly. 
We recommend that a collection of both cash and 
pledges be taken for the Home, and that everyone 
give and pledge as God may impress you. We find 
by summing up all indebtedness, and consider- 
ing the amount now on hand, that we must have 
by January 15, 1915, $1,500 in order to pay the 
$1,000 borrowed money then due, and other in- 
debtedness then due." 

The 1915 Orphans' Home committee of W. 
R. Cross, T. H. Carter, J. W. Lybrand, and J. W. 
Sims reported, 

"We have spent in the last eight years, in 
buying the old home and rebuilding the new and 
maintaining the children in our care, about 
$45,000 or $50,000. It is the consensus of opin- 
ion of all who have seen our new home that we 
have the best Orphans' Home building in the 
state. It is a two-story brick, with thirty-two 
rooms, a nice auditorium and large concrete cel- 
lar. 

"We recommend that your trustees put on 
a campaign in November and December and, if 
possible, raise sufficient funds to pay off the in- 
debtedness of the home." 

At the Southwestern Association, Eld. T. 
H. Carter was given the 11 AM hour on Sunday 
for the Orphans Home. The Orphans' Home re- 
port stated: 

"One year ago last February the old or 
first home was burned, with a great deal of its 
furniture. We have built a new home and fur- 
nished it at a cost of over $10,000... 

"With new buildings, outbuildings, stock, 
and land, our home is worth $20,000. We owe on 
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the new building and running expense about 
$2,500, which will be due by the first of January, 
1915. 

The 1917 Orphans' Home Committee rec- 
ommended that the trustees be authorized by the 
State Association as soon as they can, to buy a 
farm for the Home." The 1918 report stated, 
"There is $5,000.00 due on the purchase of the 
farm the 25th of February, 1919, and the balance 
due in February, 1920. Also there were pledges to 
buy eight acres of land. 

The 1919 Orphans Home report was made 
by J. W. Sims,_B. C. Fitzhugh, P. H. Herring. P. H. 
Herring was from the Bodcaw Church in the 
First Columbia Association. He served many 
years as Purchasing Agent. 

"All of us should be justly proud of our 
children and the Home. We greatly need some re- 
pairs, both in the main building and in the out- 
houses, and in justice to the children and the 
Baptists of Arkansas, we earnestly recommend 
that this Association of churches, instruct the 
trustees to have this work done this winter. 

1. We recommend that the Home be better 
furnished with furniture that will be comfort- 
able and useful to the children 

2. We recommend that the trustees be in- 
structed to secure a number one good farmer to 
run the farm and raise just as much of every- 
thing that can be utilized by the Home, and also 
as much of a money crop as can be produced. 

3. We further recommend that every pas- 
tor in the State and every friend of the Home go 
back to their respective fields and raise as much 
money as possible by Jan. 1 to aid in paying the 
debts now due, both on the running expenses and 
on the farm. 

Thesi920 ‘report -statedwe We have in 
Texarkana a nice brick building situated on a 
ten acre plot of ground which gives us sufficient 
ground for garden and truck patches of every 
kind, which is used to the best advantage in help- 
ing to supply the needs of the children. Thank 
God this is paid for in full. 

"We have in addition to this a 140 acre 
farm for which we promised to pay nearly ten 
thousand dollars and it is about half paid out, 
owing now $5,200 on the farm which must be ar- 
ranged for... 

At the 1921 meeting, the following reso- 
lution was read by J. J. Roberts, on behalf of the 
trustees: 

"Be it resolved..that) the: sboard: of 
trustees...be empowered and instructed to sell for 
money or trade for another farm (if possible) the 
farm now owned by the State Association of 
Baptist churches, three “miles snorthior 
Texarkana, known as the Orphans Home Farm." 

The 1923 report stated, "The Home is now 
supplied with good water for washing; good water 
for drinking... It has cost a considerable sum, but 
in the end, will prove the most economical in- 
vestment that has been made in a long time. 


[these notes indicate the Home had been added to 
the Texarkana water system] 

"Lights and gas need to be added to the 
comforts of the Home and the Superintendent is 
very insistent that the improvement be made. 
This the Trustees purpose to do just as soon as 
means will justify. At present there is about 
$6,000.00 financial embarrassment over the 
Home and the denomination and for this reason 
the Trustees have avoided extravagant im- 
provements until such a time as wisdom would 
justify. 

The trustees reported in 1924, "Electric 
lights have been installed in the home by the 
Ladies Auxiliary of Fairview Methodist Church 
of Texarkana, also the floor of the kitchen, 
pantry and part of the dining room have been 
covered with linoleum,...There has been one loud 
speaking radio donated to the home... 

The 1925 report stated, "We have had gas 
installed which was donated by the Southwest- 
ern Gas & Electric Co. We have installed two gas 
cook stoves and four gas heaters which were do- 
nated by the Paneletic Society of Texarkana... 
We have also installed an electric washing ma- 
chine in the wash house at a cost of $110." 
Several other improvement projects were men- 
tioned, with the note, "All of this great work for 
the home was sponsored by Mrs. M. F. Morgan 
and others who have been untiring in their 
work,... 

The 1926 Trustees Report stated: "Our 
home is in good condition, except it is in need of 
painting. We had it repaired last winter, by 
putting a new roof on the whole building, and re- 
pairing the galleries at a cost of about $500.00. 

On December 3, 1928 it was decided to 
connect the Home with the city sewer system. 


C. The Children and Their Support 

The 1914 Committee Report concluded, 
"We now have 32 children in the Home." 

The cost of the building and the expense 
of running the home, and all things connected 
with it since last State Association has been 
$15,561.23. Of this amount we now owe E. W. 
Frost of Texarkana $2,000,...Bro. P. H. Herring 
$350...and we also owe $133.14 for furniture and 
for doctor bills. The: report, of, J. Wa.Sims, 
Treasurer, showed $16,052.87 received from all 
sources. 


The 1915 report stated, "We now have 
twenty-eight children in the home, with nine 
approved for entrance... The present indebted- 
ness of the home on the new building and run- 
ning expenses is $2,454.00. 

"We therefore recommend that a collec- 
tion of cash and pledges be taken now, and that 
all our churches be asked to take collections reg- 
ularly for this great work...No child has come in 
our home and remained to be thirteen years old 
that has not professed Christ and joined the 


Texarkana Baptist Orphanage 509 


church. We verily believe we now have four dear 
children in heaven. Our efforts in caring for our 
children is not only to care for the body and 
temporal wants, but the spiritual, educational 
and moral as well, and thus prepare them for not 
only time but eternity.. 

A collection of $1,361 in cash and pledges 
was received for the Home. Total receipts for the 
Orphans' Home were $3,988.82 and total dis- 
bursements were $3,535.62. 

The 1916 Orphans' Home committee was 
J. W. Sims, J. W. Lybrand, P. H. Herring, who re- 
ported, 

"We now have thirty-seven children in 
the Home, all well and contented, and the reli- 
gious atmosphere of the Home is all that could be 
desired. The Home, financially, is in far the best 
condition that it has been since we first bought 
it. All debts for the running expenses of the 
Home, which have been accumulating for a long 
while, have been paid in full,.. The only debt on 
the Home now is the $1,000.00 purchase money 
note, and interest on said note...making 
$1,160.00 now due on purchase money. When 
this note is paid the Home will be ours, and en- 
tirely free of debt, for which all of us ought to be 
grateful." 

"We also recommend that a collection in 
cash and pledges be taken now for the Home... 
We further recommend that T. H. Carter be re- 
tained as manager of the Home." 

In response to this appeal, a collection of 
cash and pledges was taken which amounted to 
$1,136.00. The amount received from all sources 
was $6,098.24 with expenses of $5,857.49. 


The 1917 Orphans' Home committee was 
T. H. Carter, and J. A. Verser, who reported, "The 
last note against the Home was paid off the 15th 
of last January. We have enrolled 35 children, 
most of them in school." 

"We are glad to report that our farming 
has been a success financially and a blessing to 
the children. We have an opportunity to buy a 
farm for the Home. We have 14 boys large enough 
to do good farm work. A cash collection of $51.37 
and pledges of $1,500 were received for the Home. 
During the previous year $7,159.90 had been re- 
ceived from all sources, and the balance on hand 
was $517.81. 

The recommendation to buy the farm was 
granted to the Board of Trustees "if they think 
best to do so." 


The 1918 Orphans’ Home report was 
given by J. W. Sims, Treasurer: "We have much to 
be thankful for in our orphanage work. From a 
small beginning several years ago our orphanage 
has gradually grown in every way that is right 
until the home now stands, by the help of God, a 
home that every man, woman and child over the 
land should be profoundly grateful for. 


"We find that we now owe on the general 
expenses of the home $1,150 and to the Merchant 
and Planters Bank $600. 

"After discussion by T. H. Carter and W. R. 
Cross, a collection was taken for the home 
amounting to $658.05 in cash and pledges; also 
there were pledges to buy eight acres of land. The 
report was adopted as read." 

J. W. Sims, Treasurer, reported $7,311.88 
received from all sources in the 1918 report. The 
expenditures totaled $7,829.69. 

ihe treasurer in »)O09" xeported 
$13,980.55 received from all sources, $14,195.71 
in disbursements, and a balance of $298.62. 
Contributions in cash and pledges at the 
Association amounted to $3,050.00. 

According to the 1920 report $1,000 was 
owed on current expenses, and also a note of 
$1,000 that had been previously made for operat- 
ing expenses. The Committee proposed, "We 
should make a great effort tonight in a contribu- 
tion of cash and pledge to take up these matters." 

The Treasurer's report showed that 
$11,760.32 had been received from all sources. 
Total disbursements were $11,570.24. The cash 
and pledges amounted to $1,696.00. 


The 1921 Orphans Home committee was 
Mrs. G. D. Griffin and Mrs. E. A. Posey. They re- 
ported, "we have in that home forty-two children 
who are depending on us for food and raiment 
and all the necessities of life." 

"On motion we resolved to go home with 
renewed energy and send Christmas boxes to our 
orphan's home at Texarkana." 


The 1923 Orphans' Home Committee was 
S. C. Hammock, K. O. Thompson, and D. W. 
Barnham. They reported: 

"We have twenty children at present, 
eight boys and twelve girls. All are in school now 
except one, who is only four years old. The chil- 
dren are doing an average work as compared to 
other children in the school... 

"The children have enjoyed good health 
throughout the entire year and by reference to 
the medical and drug bill, the fact can be veri- 
fied... In the beginning of the new year, we find 
from our Superintendent, W. M. Davis, that the 
time has come that further investment must be 
made in clothing for the children. Until this 
actual need is supplied, all else but food must be 
let go. 

F "Brother and Sister Davis have provided 
one of the best gardens in the country that has 
supplied the Home with plenty of vegetables 
since early spring. 

The total receipts for the year were 
$14,748.24, which included $4,241.43 borrowed 
from Merchants and Planters Bank and $512.87 
in the Water Fund. A total of $5,523.35 had been 
paid on "new accounts" and $3,099.17 on old in- 
debtedness. A balance of approximately $6,000 
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on old indebtedness was covered by renewing the 
loan. 


The 1924 report stated, "We now have 20 
children in the home, 8 boys and 12 girls and all 
who are old enough are in school, and getting 
along very well in their studies...Some five or six 
of the girls are taking music, their tuition being 
donated by different people... The health of the 
home has been fairly good except a siege of 
measles last winter. Practically all the children 
had them. Dr. B. C. Middleton, home doctor, has 
done all of our practice free of charge. Mrs. Floyd 
Martin and helpers have done all of our barber 
work free of charge. 

The Treasurer's report was submitted by 
B. C. Fitzhugh. All receipts and expenditures 
were itemized in the Minute. Total receipts from 
all sources $8,595.93. Total expenditures were 
$6,612.59, leaving a balance of $1,983.34. 


The 1925 Orphans' Home committee was 
B.C. Pitzhtgh ek A. fucker: and J.) Glover, 
They reported: 

"We have now in the home twenty-two 
children, eight boys and fourteen girls, who are 
full orphan children, that must be fed, clothed 
and educated. 

"Our home is on a high standard and 
commands the respect of everybody, and had the 


compliments of others that are connected with 
similar institutions with more available funds 
for operation, and we have the very best of co-op- 
eration of the good citizens of Texarkana in the 
support of the home." 


The Trustees Report stated the twenty- 
two children in the home ranged in ages from 4 
to 17 years, and their grades run from the second 
to the eighth. 

"Their health has been excellent this 
year. Our drug bills have not exceeded $25 for the 
whole year. Our doctor bill has been nothing. Dr. 
B. C. Middleton has done the practice in the 
home two years free. Dr. Rowe Smith has done 
all the dental work for the home the last two 
years without charge." They also reported Drs. R. 
R. Dale and L. H. Lanear did "all the operating for 
the home without charging for it" and F. M. 
Martin did all the barber work for three years 
without charge. 

"Our total running expenses for this year 
amounts to $3,920, an average of $326 per 
month. This is an average of $178 per child in 
the home for one year." 

Thus, the Texarkana Baptist Orphanage 
successfully recovered from the fire which de- 
stroyed the building in 1914, and also through 
the time of World War I and the period thereafter. 


1 Unfortunately the Arkansas History Commission 
does not have files of the Texarkana paper for 
January-March, 1908, and files of the Arkansas 
Baptist for the early part of 1908. Therefore, early 
information on the Orphans Home is sadly lacking. 
2Dr. 1. K. Cross, personal letter, May 21, 1993. 


Missionary Baptist College 


At the 1909 meeting of the State Associa- 
tion, the Christian Education report noted, "our 
interest in the Buckner College is not what it 
should be." Apparently there were those who dis- 
agreed with the location and purpose of Buckner 
College. Therefore, a resolution passed at the 
same session which expressed the need for a col- 
lege in a central location which would include 
a"...sane and sound theological department,..." 
The resolution called for the creation of a board 
of trustees and empowered them to advertise that 
such a school was to be built, to select the loca- 
tion, to name the school, to elect a president and 
faculty, and to erect the necessary buildings. Al- 
though the need was recognized, several years 
elapsed before the ambitious plans were imple- 
mented. ! 

The 1914 report on Christian Education 
called upon the churches to place more emphasis 
on Christian Education and concluded with the 
recommendation: 

"Therefore, since we have no Landmark 
School of high training and since Jacksonville 
College, located at Jacksonville, Texas, stands 
for the principles which we advocate, we recom- 
mend it as a safe and sound institute for the 
training of our children and especially our young 
preachers."2 


I. Plans Made for the College 

It was during the 1917 meeting that the 
Christian Education Committee's recommenda- 
tion was passed which suggested "that the 
churches composing the Association be urged to 
locate, build, and maintain a Baptist College of 
the first order at the earliest day practical." A 
committee of seven men was appointed to im- 
plement the recommendation. The committee 
met while the Association was in session, orga- 
nized by electing J. A. Smith as Chairman, and 
issued a call for bids for the location of the Col- 
lege.? 

At the March 5, 1918, meeting of the 
Trustees, it was announced that Big Creek Church 
and the people of Sheridan, Grant Co., had 
offered a campus site of ten acres of land, plus a 
cash bonus of $3,500.00 for the College to be 
located in Sheridan. That offer was accepted. 
Also at the meeting E. B. Jones was elected as 
Secretary of the Trustees, T. C. Rushing was 
elected as Treasurer, and C. A. Gilbert was elected 
to‘secure funds for the College.* 

The original, public announcement stated 
the details of the selection of a location for the 
College, and concluded with the following appeal: 
"Now, brethren, Baptists of Arkansas, we are 
going to build and maintain this school. We need 
it. We must have it. We could and should raise all 
the money necessary to build it within the next 


30 or 60 days. Start the building; have it ready to 
open school next fall. Why drag along until 
everybody gets tired? The way to do a thing is to 
go at it and do it. If you want a College for 
Association Baptists in Arkansas, you have the 
opportunity now to prove it." 


In March, 1919, Eld. D. N. Jackson, fi- 
nancial agent for the College, addressed a letter to 
the readers of the Baptist and Commoner. He 
listed the details of the location selected and the 
bonus that the College had received and stated 
that the Trustees were attempting to raise 
$50,000.00 for the college. Eld. Jackson con- 
cluded his letter with the appeal: 

"The very fact that there are so many be- 
guiling opponents to the work is sedate proof that 
we need to build, equip, and maintain a college of 
our own. The time has come when Missionary 
Baptists of Arkansas must erect a reputable 
institution as a refuge for our preacher students 
and all others who are seeking a college educa- 
tion..."© 

Atr the April, .l7,,4919. meeting coimine 
Trustees at Malvern, it was decided the College 
would open in the fall of 1919. J. A. Smith, T. C. 
Rushing, and J. E. Sherrill were to secure a tem- 
porary classroom building; E. B. Jones, J. A. 
Smith, and J. E. Sherrill were to secure a faculty. 

At the next meeting of the Trustees on 
June 3, 1919, the committee to secure temporary 
instructional facilities reported that the First 
Baptist Church (earlier known as Big Creek 
Church), of which Eld. J. E. Sherrill was pastor, 
would build an annex to its church building and 
would allow the College to use the space for class- 
room purposes. The faculty committee reported 
that it had been unable to secure a faculty. The 
trustees then elected the following faculty: J. A. 
Smith, Little Rock; President; W. H. Hodges, 
Leggett, Texas, Assistant Teacher; and E. B. 
Jones, Hope, Assistant Teacher. Each man was to 
receive a salary of $125.00 per month. It was 
agreed the College would officially open on 
September 22, 1919. The faculty was to determine 
the tuition charges and the curriculum to be of- 
fered. D. N. Jackson, financial agent, reported he 
had collected $882.20 for the College since the be- 
ginning of his work in December. The Treasurer 
was instructed to purchase furniture and equip- 
ment for the classrooms.’ 

The June 18 issue of The Baptist and 
Commoner announced the opening date and 
stated a faculty had been elected. Prospective stu- 
dents were informed that a committee had been 
established to furnish information concerning 
board, rent, and other details relative to the 
College's first session.® 

The lack of funds, a condition that 
plagued the College during its entire existence 
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and eventually forced its closing, was apparent in 
the first printed announcement concerning the 
opening of the College. Eld. W. E. Sherrill, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, reported, "our college 
opened Monday with bright prospects..." The ar- 
ticle continued: "Listen, friends of our cause, we 
need money now to pay our teachers... Collect 
money and send it ... to pay teacher's salaries. 
Also to build our College building."9 

At the November 4-6 meeting of the State 
Association, the Trustees reported the College 
had opened in the building of the First Baptist 
Church. The enrollment for the first semester 
was twenty-six, including eight young minis- 
ters. 10 


II. Purpose of the College 

From its inception, there were mixed feel- 
ings relative to the purpose and philosophy of the 
College. In discussing "The College--What It is," 
Roy E. Dougherty stated, 

"Many people often get the wrong idea in 
regard to the College. They look upon it as an in- 
stitution for ministers only;while the very oppo- 
site is true - it being not only a school for the in- 
struction of ministers, but for the education of all 
- both men and women, boys and girls."!1 

In the report on Ministerial Education at 
the 1919 session of the Pine Bluff Association, it 
was stated, "feeling the imperative need of gen- 
eral and especially ministerial education the 
State Association decided to establish a College 
for the education of our young people, and espe- 
cially for our young preachers."!2 

The following year, the Committee of Ed- 
ucation of the same Association reported: 

"Inasmuch as ignorance is condemned 
and wise study commended by the Bible, we feel 
that suitable institutions to this end are neces- 
sary. Hence the Missionary Baptists of Arkansas 
have ... established the Missionary Baptist 
College ... for the above named purposes."!3 

According to the statement of purpose in 
both the 1926-1927 and the 1927-1928 College 
Catalogues, "The Missionary Baptists have ever 
been concerned for the suitable education of their 
children. They are conscious of the importance of 
an institution where the Bible is taken as the 
heart of its curriculum."!4 The 1927 catalog also 
announced the beginning of a senior college, and 
stated it was "...organized for the purpose of offer- 
ing students a senior college two-year course in 
the school of social sciences that shall in all re- 
spects measure up to the standard for senior col- 
lege work."15 

As late as 1931, Dr. J. W. Overall, College 
President, stated: 

"Our College has been established to train 
the hearts of all its students and to train all 
Christian young men and women for lives of ser- 
vice for our Master, especially the ministry of His 
churches. 


Preachers, their wives, and others of col- 
lege grade may take the English Biblical course of 


the Junior College. 1® 


Thus, it was apparent there was consider- 
able vacillation concerning the real purposes of 
the College. Dr. C. N. Glover, who was Secretary of 
the Trustees from 1926 until 1934, and who 
retained the records of the College, stated the 
Trustees were not in complete agreement on that 
issue. He further stated that during the presi- 
dency of Dr. Overall, from 1926 until the College 
closed, primary emphasis was placed upon 
teacher education and the liberal arts divisions. 
During that time ministerial students com- 
plained because an insufficient number of 
courses in ministerial training was offered. A 
resolution deploring the situation and seeking to 
reaffirm ministerial training as one of the pri- 
mary purposes of the College was prepared, but 
the resolution was never officially submitted for 
consideration. !7 

It was certain the College fulfilled the ex- 
pectations of a church-related college. The state- 
ment of purpose expressed "never was there 
greater need of a College owned, controlled, and 
supported by the Missionary Baptist Churches of 
Arkansas. The standard interpretation for every 
lesson, of every textbook, during every period, in 
the school as well as on the campus, is the Bible 
and the Bible only." The statement affirmed the 
College's belief in the biblical doctrines of cre- 
ation by God, inspiration of the Scriptures, a 
God-called ministry, and that "bodily exercise 
profiteth little, but godliness is profitable for all 
things." The College opposed dancing, card-play- 
ing, and movies. The statement of purpose con- 
cluded: "Our College fully understands that there 
is no other College in this great country of ours, 
which dares to set forth such clearly defined pur- 
poses as our College does...."18 

In accordance with the purpose of the 
College, students were required to attend reli- 
gious services each morning in the College 
Chapel and public worship services on Sunday. 
Students were "...also expected to observe the 
weekly rest-day in a proper manner."!9 

A rather elaborate system of discipline 
was proposed. Marks were given for unexcused 
absences from class or chapel, for misconduct, or 
for violation of any regulations. These marks 
were accrued from one year to the next. The stu- 
dent receiving sixty-four marks in one year, 
ninety-six marks in two years, one hundred- 
twenty marks in three years, or one hundred 
thirty-six marks in four years was to be indefi- 
nitely suspended.29 

In addition to the standards of discipline, 
rules were also directed toward parents and 
guardians and toward persons who boarded stu- 
dents of the College. The following rules were ex- 
amples: 
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"The students are expected to be in their 
boarding places at night and at other hours speci- 
fied by the faculty. 

"Students must have permission of the 
President to leave the city. 

Automobile riding, except when under 
proper direction and when approved by the Dean 
of Women, day or night, is an unpardonable im- 
propriety. 

"So far as possible, social and other func- 
tions shall be arranged for Saturday evenings 
and holidays. 

Students may receive such visitors as are 
properly introduced by parents or guardians and 
under recognized chaperonage. 

"Students are not allowed to use tobacco 
in any form, in the school building at any time, 
nor on the campus during school hours." 

These and fifteen other regulations had to 
be signed monthly by the student and his parents 
or landlord. 


III. Growth of the College 

During the fall semester of 1919, J. A. 
Smith was president. He was also chairman of 
the trustees. 

Eld. E. B. Jones was actually the first 
President of the College, beginning in August of 
1920. At the August trustee meeting, Dr. A. Van 
Der Horst was first hired as a teacher, with the 
provision that he become a Missionary Baptist 
and prove himself "sound in the faith."2! That 
stipulation was in conformity to a rule estab- 
lished by the Trustees that all faculty members 
must be Missionary Baptists. 

The Christian Education report to the 
1922 session of the Pine Bluff Association stated 
the College faculty had six members, three who 
held college or university degrees. The report con- 
tinued, 

"We are glad to report, that although crip- 
pled and handicapped during the last two months 
of the last year, on account of disturbing factors, 
at present time there is harmony and order. We 
would reiterate with even greater emphasis our 
appreciation of the administration and executive 
work, the faith, energy, and brotherly spirit ex- 
isting between the President, A. Van Der Horst, 
and the members of the faculty, the pupils and 
patrons of our school...."22 


The report indicated that administrative 
problems were experienced during the presidency 
of E. B. Jones and he had been replaced by Dr. Van 
Der Horst. 

According to information supplied by Dr. 
Conrad Glover, Van Der Horst had received the 
Doctor of Philosophy degree from the University 
of Chicago. Dr. Glover also stated that Van Der 
Horst was an excellent Bible teacher and knew 
doctrinal interpretations and beliefs of several 
denominations. Dr. Glover commented that Van 
Der Horst was the "smartest man I ever knew and 


I learned more from him than I have learned 
from any other man."2° Dr. Van Der Horst con- 
tinued as President of the College until 1926. 

In 1926 John Wayne Overall became 
President, and continued in that position until 
the College closed in 1934. Overall had received 
the B. A. Degree from Baylor University in 1921, 
and had done graduate work at the University of 
Texas. 

President Overall proved himself an able 
administrator.24 The 1926-1927 College Catalog, 
issued just before Overall assumed the presi- 
dency, stated that all courses which had been an- 
nounced in the catalog would not be offered due to 
the limited faculty. It added, "It is ABSOLUTELY 
necessary that the teaching force be limited so 
that the College may run ... it is a question of 
making POSSIBLE THE CONTINUATION of the 
institution rather than giving EVERY student all 
courses that he might desire."25 

Soon after Overall assumed the presi- 
dency, five additional faculty positions were 
filled, the academic preparation of the faculty 
was considerably enhanced, new courses were 
added, additional divisions were proposed, an in- 
crease in enrollment was experienced, and the 
College began seeking accreditation. 

During the 1927-1928 year, with an eleven 
member faculty and a student body of forty-eight, 
the College announced plans to add the Senior 
College Division beginning with the fall semester 
of 1928.26 


The College Building 

Soon after the Trustees were elected, they 
employed an architect and made plans for the 
first College building. However, none of the plans 
materialized until 1921 when the Trustees pur- 
chased an eleven-acre tract of land for 
$1,200.00.2” Construction of the two-story build- 
ing began in the spring of 1921.28 It was esti- 
mated that the building was approximately 50 
feet wide and 75 feet long and that it contained 
over twenty classrooms, a study hall, a library, 
and a large auditorium. The total cost of the 
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building was $24,000.00.29 Although at one time 
the construction of other buildings was proposed, 
only one building was erected. 

The College library was planned as a ref- 
erence library. By 1927 the library contained 
1,400 bound volumes, a "large number" of period- 
icals, and a collection of rare books.3° 


College Finances 

Although financial difficulties plagued 
the College during its entire existence, enthusi- 
asm for the support of the College exceeded the ac- 
tual collection of finances. For instance, at the 
1919 session of the State Association more than 
$17,000.00 was pledged for the purpose of build- 
ing and maintaining the College. The first trea- 
surer's report, almost two months after the Col- 
lege had opened, showed that only $3,189.16 had 
been received from all sources. Of that amount 
$1,186.40 was paid for land, $1,000.00 was paid 
to the architect, and $314.53 was paid for miscel- 
laneous expenses. The balance in the treasury 
was $4,413.82.3! A financial statement printed 
on November 12, 1919, reported, "we now have 
something near $25,000.00 in cash and good 
notes and pledges for building and maintaining 
... the College."32 

At the March 10, 1920, meeting of the 
Trustees, they decoded to call a statewide meeting 
of those who were interested in the College in an 
attempt to elicit support. In response to many 
written invitations, only ten men were present at 
the meeting; others sent letters of reply affirming 
their support of the efforts to raise funds.33 

In the 1920 meeting of the Pine Bluff As- 
sociation, the Committee on Education recom- 
mended that the task of building, equipping, and 
maintaining the College should be an object of 
every pastor and church, especially since the 
College was within the bounds of the Associa- 
tion.34 

The 1922 report of the Christian Educa- 
tion Committee indicated that the College was 
".,.under extreme financial difficulties." It was 
proposed that the College either "...arrange our 
affairs on a smaller scale,... endeavor to hold 
what we have ... or foster the idea of enlargements 
and lay the foundations of a Science, a Liberal 
Arts, a Domestic Science, and a Manual Training 
Department."°5 Evidently the latter course was 
pursued, because the 1927-1928 Catalog indicated 
that several new divisions had been added. 

The 1922 Minute reported that Big Creek 
had contributed $2,000.00 to the college. The of- 
ferings of all the other churches amounted to 
$124.20.°6Thus, it was evident that few churches 
supported the college.3” 

In 1931 President Overall stated that the 
annual expenses of the College had been averag- 
ing over $12,000.00. About one-fourth of the op- 
erating funds were being raised by student tuition 
and fees; the remaining $10,000.00 of the operat- 


ing funds was supplied by contributions from 
churches and interested individuals.3® 

As was customary for most associational 
agencies, a financial agent was employed. How- 
ever, this is no indication that any of the finan- 
cial agents were effective in the solicitation of 
funds. 


Enrollment 

Complete enrollment figures for each year 
were not available. Those that were recorded 
sometimes included the high school division, 
and possibly other non-college students. 
Therefore, the enrollment figures are not indica- 
tive of the progress of the College. However, the 
following enrollments were recorded: 1919 26, 
1921 139, 1922 97, 1924 76, 1926 24, 1927 48, 
1928 186, 1929 166, 1930 129, and 1931 115. 

The 1922 Christian Education report to 
the Pine Bluff Association indicated that the en- 
rollment in all departments for the 1921-1922 
year was 139. In 1922 a public high school was 
opened in Sheridan and the College enrollment 
dropped to 97; however, the statement was made 
that the courses being taught during the 1922- 
1923 year were of a more advanced nature.40 


Curriculum and Degrees 

The Junior College Division operated dur- 
ing the College's entire existence and was accred- 
ited by the University of Arkansas. Therefore, it 
was possible for a graduate of the Junior College 
to enter most senior colleges without loss of 
credit.4! Through the Junior College Division a 
student could take work toward the issuance of, 
or renewal of, a teacher's license.42 

The Practical Bible Training School spe- 
cialized in training the student for "religious 
study and work, both in the Bible and in literary 
courses... It is planned to prepare both laymen 
and ministers for religious work." A student who 
had the ability to read and write, and preferable, 
had completed elementary school could enter the 
Elementary Division of the Practical Bible 
Training School. The minimum entrance stan- 
dard for the Advanced Division was the comple- 
tion of two years of high school. The main differ- 
ence in the Departmental requirements was the 
inclusion of Bible languages in the Advanced 
Department.43 

The School of Fine and Applied Arts of- 
fered the Associate in Science of Music diploma 
to the student who had completed sixty-five 
hours in specific areas of music, expression, or 
typewriting.44 

The Senior College admitted graduates 
from accredited junior colleges; older students 
were admitted by individual approval. The Se- 
nior College offered both the B. A. and B. S. in 
Education degrees. Majors were offered in seven 
areas, including English Bible, secondary educa- 
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tion, history, English literature, philosophy and 
psychology, political science, and sociology.4° 

The Bible and Mission Institute was orga- 
nized "...for the purpose of offering ministers, 
missionaries, pastors, deacons, Sunday School 
officers and teachers, and others practical short 
courses in religious training." Courses were of- 
fered in Bible, religious education, English and 
public speaking.46 


Later Organization and Curriculum 

By 1931 the College was organized into 
two divisions: The Junior College and Fine and 
Applied Arts. 

Students who enrolled in the Junior Col- 
lege could major in English, education, social 
science, mathematics, science, commerce, or mu- 
sic. 

The Education Department was headed by 
President Overall. Upon completion of the re- 
quirements, the students were granted the junior 
high school Licentiate in Instruction. Sixteen 
graduates received that certificate in 1931.47 

Among the various students organiza- 
tions were the Student Council, the Young Men's 
Debating Council, the Adelphian Society, the 
Landmark Forum, the Authors Club, and the 
Ministerial Conference. The Student Council, 
which operated under the direction of the Faculty 
Committee, published a monthly newspaper, the 
Missionary Baptist College Echo, and the College 
annual. 

The College sponsored an intramural ath- 
letic program in which all students were urged to 
participate. The program was designed to provide 
hygienic, corrective, developmental, coordina- 
tive, and recreational exercises. Students could 
participate in basketball, tennis, volleyball, 
playground ball, baseball and football. Inter-col- 
legiate athletics were not mentioned.4® 


Accreditation 

About 1928 the College was accredited by 
the Arkansas State Department of Education 
upon the recommendation of the University of 
Arkansas. One who had received the Licentiate 
in Instruction was eligible to receive a teacher's 
certificate which would be valid for three to six 
years. After a person successfully taught for two 
years, the certificate became valid for life. Grad- 
uates of the Junior College could transfer to se- 
nior colleges and universities without taking en- 
trance or advanced standing examinations.*9 

In February, 1931, President Overall an- 
nounced that it was again time for the College to 
be evaluated by the University of Arkansas. He 
used that evaluation as an opportunity to appeal 
for additional support and closed his appeal by 
warning: "If we fail to retain our place on the 
state list of accredited colleges now, generations 
may come and go before Associational Baptists 
have another chance of greater success and 


progress."°0 Apparently the evaluation was suc- 
cessful; in announcing the opening of the 1931 
term, President Overall wrote: 

"We have always had the highest grade 
students who attend school anywhere. Our en- 
rollment has increased every session. 

"There is not a better faculty of college and 
university trained teachers anywhere. 

"No work has been better recognized by 
the State Department of Education than that of 
our College. The same teachers’ certificates are 
granted as on the same work in any other institu- 
tion." >1 


The 1967 edition of Report of Credit Given 
listed the Missionary Baptist College and rec- 
ommended that the transcript of record be ac- 
cepted on a provisional basis, subject to valida- 
tion by successful work in residence at another 
college.°2 


IV. Failure of the College 

As the previous references to the College's 
finances have indicated, the lack of financial 
support was a continuous problem. As early as 
1924, President Van Der Horst told the Arkansas 
State Association: 

"In view of the present conditions the edu- 
cational feature of our denominational work has 
become significant and solemn as never before. 
The premonition of catastrophe which has long 
haunted the imagination of friend and foe of our 
Missionary Baptist College has become actual- 
ized in an empty treasury and a gloomy prospect 
of the continuation of the college." 

Dr. Van Der Horst proposed that a College 
Day be designated to encourage offerings and 
pledges toward the College's continued existence. 
He stated that the alternative to increased sup- 
port would be closing the College. He appealed: 

"If it must be so--let us give our college, 
young as it is, blessed as it was, a respectable, and 
honorable funeral. Let us pay its large debts first 
in order to prevent slanders and gossip and accu- 
sation, and then let us close its doors by the first 
of 1925 and attend schools and colleges which are 
not ours."°4 


In the preface of the 1926-1927 Catalog an 
appeal was made for funds to purchase 
".,.apparatus for the Science Department," and to 
erect a girls' dormitory and a building for the 
Science and Fine Arts Departments.°° However, 
the next catalog stated that the greatest need was 
funds for the payment of teachers' salaries, for 
the purchase of books for the library, and for the 
assistance of ministerial students to help them 
remain in school.°© 


In a March, 1931, article entitled, "What is 
Done for our Missionary Baptist College must be 
done soon or all is Lost,” [sic.] it was stated that 
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$25,000.00 would pay all debts, pay the back 
salaries of the teachers, and "...put the college 
where it will go on to glorious victory." Then the 
following statement was made in the form indi- 
cated: "FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS IS THE 
LEAST POSSIBLE AMOUNT THAT WILL ENABLE 
THE SCHOOL TO EXIST."°7 

A few days later, Dr. Ben M. Bogard, 
Chairman of the Trustees, printed an article, 
"What Shall Become of our College?" He stated, 
"The fall term will never begin unless immediate 
help is received ... This will be the last call."58 

Mr. P. J. Merritt, who began his work with 
the College in 1922 and apparently served as full- 
time instructor longer than any other faculty 
member, made the following statement: 

"Although I have worked here nine years, 
there is another thing that even more causes me 
chagrin and disappointment. That is the college 
is still in debt and no new buildings have been 
built in spite of the great sacrifices that have been 
made by the faculty. I have managed to stay out of 
debt until this present year. Now after all these 
years of work and hardships I come to the end of 
them with so little hope of the future ... The 
College owes me now something in excess of 
$2,000.00 and I am going in debt as I stay here."59 


The strong appeals that were made in the 
spring of 1931 were apparently effective in tem- 
porarily increasing the College's support. How- 
ever, by January, 1933, Dr. Bogard again ap- 
pealed for more support; at the same time, he also 
stated that the College was "...gloriously succeed- 
ing so far as the good work that is being done is 
concerned...."69 

Three months later Dr. Bogard again ap- 
pealed for funds for the College. He stated that the 
teachers were unable to pay their board and were 
greatly embarrassed. Bogard added, "How 
President Overall manages to live is more than I 
can tell."6! By November, 1933, conditions fur- 
ther deteriorated. The faculty was working with- 
out salary, and some companies to which the 
College owed money had "...threatened to take 
away all we have purchased when we owe only a 
small percent of the cost of materials, if we do not 
pay the accounts in full at once.©2 

A special session of the State Association 
was called to consider the financial plight of the 
College in 1933. During the next regular meeting 
of the Association on Nov. 7-9, 1933, a resolution 
directing that the College be closed was ap- 
proved.©3 The resolution also authorized the ap- 
pointment of an associational representative to 
facilitate the transfer of the property to the Pub- 
lic School District No. 37 of Grant Co., which 
wished to purchase the property and building.©4 
The purchase price was $7,500.00. The 2,500 vol- 
ume library was divided between the Columbia 
Bible School, Magnolia, and the Missionary 
Baptist Seminary, Little Rock.®5 


At the completion of the 1934 spring 
semester, the Missionary Baptist College was 
closed. The Christian Education report given to 
the Pine Bluff Association on Oct. 19-21, 1934, 
memorialized the College: 

"We have been endeavoring to carry on a 
great work through the Missionary Baptist Col- 
lege at Sheridan, Arkansas, but due to lack of fi- 
nancial support the doors of the building are 
closed, and this perhaps forever,..."©6 

Dr. C. N. Glover stated, 

"The minutes of the Board of Trustees of 
the Missionary Baptist College reflect that there 
was never a time during the entire existence of 
the college that finances on which to operate the 
school was [sic.] not the greatest problem con- 
fronting the trustees."©7 


Although the College closed in bank- 
ruptcy and the disposal of the assets failed to 
produce enough money to pay the debts, Dr. 
Glover suggested another reason for failure of the 
College. Some of the College's principal support 
had been coming from those who regarded minis- 
terial training as the primary objective. During 
the last years of the College some considered that 
President Overall had neglected this area, and 
therefore discontinued their support. Dr. Glover 
prepared a resolution directing that a committee 
be appointed to strengthen the ministerial train- 
ing division. Because of the College's precarious 
financial situation, the withdrawal of support by 
any major portion of its constituency would be 
devastating. Therefore, the College died because 
of neglect and lack of support, and because some 
felt the institution had deviated from what some 
supporters considered as its primary purpose.©® 


Importance of the College 


to the Sheridan Area 
The following article was prepared by Mr. 
Elwin L. Goolsby, Museum Director, Grant 
County Historian. The purpose is to relate the 
importance of the College to the Sheridan area: 


The Missionary Baptist College brought 
both physical and spiritual excitement to Grant 
County and especially Sheridan during the years 
it operated from the early 1920's until 1934. 

In the beginning there were high hopes as 
rumors circulated that the college might be built 
there. When the dream became reality, the "grand 
experiment" allowed farm boys and girls to ac- 
quaint themselves with life as they had up to that 
time only dreamed. 

Students were given opportunities to par- 
ticipate in recitals, view operettas and concerts, 
and to interact with a faculty of educated men 
and women, the likes of which Sheridan had not 
seen before. Many of these teachers and their 
pupils remained after the college closed to be- 
come movers and builders who helped to shape 
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the future of Sheridan for many years. The expe- 
rience of working and planning together to build 
and maintain the college proved to be an asset 
when Sheridan's other needs had to be addressed. 

As positive as the college experiment was, 
it created difficult situations for some. Faculty 
members who had relocated to Sheridan were 
eventually forced to move or accept lower pay or 
none at all, their careers interrupted when the 
college closed. Pledges of support from churches, 
businesses, and patrons never really material- 
ized, leaving hard feelings where there had once 


been none. The disappointment associated with 
failure of a project which started with such high 
hopes was apparent and probably contributed to 
a lack of enthusiasm for other projects of a simi- 
lar nature. 

The era of excellence associated with the 
college ended when the college closed, although 
its influence has been felt from generation to 
generation. The number of lives touched by those 
who attended the college can never be measured. 
Its ethics were good for Sheridan if only for a 
brief glowing moment. 
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V. Arkansas Baptist State Convention 


At the meeting of the Saline Association 
at Union Church in Saline County, in September, 
1847, with Eld. Joab Pratt as moderator, a resolu- 
tion passed that an Arkansas Baptist State Con- 
vention should be organized the next year, 1848. 

Accordingly, this organizational meeting 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention pre- 
ceded the regular meeting of the Saline Associa- 
tion on Sep. 21, 1848, and the Saline Association 
was held on Sep. 23-25, with Brownsville Church, 
at Tulip, in Dallas Co. This church, constituted 
by William H. Bayless in 1845, was also the site 
for the tentative organization of the Red River 


Association in 1847.1 

The Saline Association immediately fol- 
lowed this organizational meeting. In fact, there 
were no other messengers from churches; how- 
ever there was a delegation from the Liberty As- 
sociation?: Dr. F. Courtney, Dr. Jesse Hartwell, 
Rev. Miles Milford Wallace, and Rev. S. T. Cobb."3 
The Saline Association voted to establish a cor- 
respondence with the State Convention, and re- 
ceived Elders F. Courtney, Miles Milford Wallace, 
and S. D. Worthington as correspondents from 
the Convention.4 

J. S. Rogers made the following statement 
about the 1848 meeting. However, since only 
three other messengers were present, this state- 
ment really reflected the sentiments of the Saline 
Association. Rogers wrote (pp. 449-450: "A most 
pleasing and fortunate thing about this first 
Convention was its strong unity on all cardinal 
Baptist principles. Records within and beyond 
the State give every indication of singleness of 
purpose and unity as to method on the part of the 
leaders and messengers. The independence of the 
churches and the twin principles of the interde- 
pendence of churches and other Baptist bodies 
are well emphasized, recognized and safeguarded 
in the Constitution and otherwise. There were no 
obnoxious disturbers there crying against Sun- 
day Schools, an educated ministry, instrumental 
music in worship, "modern methods of mis- 
sions," etc. The leaders and messengers at Tulip 
in 1848 were just plain, strong, orthodox Bap- 
tists." Again, we should emphasize this was the 
messengers of the Saline Association, with three 
representatives from the Liberty Association. 

When the Convention was organized in 
1848, the Tulip church was represented by Dr. W. 
H. Bayless, Gen. Nat. G. Smith, and Brother A. 
Daniel, noteworthy messengers. J. S. Rogers 
stated, "The community was cultured and rather 
wealthy for that day."° 

The 1849 session was held with Mt. Zion 
Church in Hempstead Co., not far from Washing- 
ton. J. S. Rogers (p. 453) stated "the Convention in 
its organizational meeting at Tulip appointed 


what they called a General Agent, a sort of gen- 
eral missionary, who gave considerable atten- 
tion to collections. This agent was Rev. Isaac 
Perkins, a great and efficient leader." 

Although some effort was made to show 
the Convention as an immediate success, it 
should be noted that the 1850 session at Mt. 
Bethel Church, in Clark County, near Arkadel- 
phia, was attended by 15 churches and represen- 
tatives from three associations: Saline, Red 
River, and Liberty. Six of the 15 churches were in 
the organization. None of the churches repre- 
sented at the 1850 session are now Landmark 
churches. 

At the 1850 session corresponding mes- 
sengers were appointed to the following associa- 
tions: Red River, Saline, White River, Liberty, 
Baptist Convention (North Louisiana), Baptist 
State Convention (Texas). Also three delegates 
were elected to the Southern Baptist Convention, 


to be held at Nashville in May of 1851.6 

J. S. Rogers (p. 438) later discussed the 
lack of participation under the caption, "THE 
ANSWER TO A QUESTION IN A THOUSAND 
MINDS." He continued, "Nearly every Baptist, as 
soon as he or she knows that only 23 churches 
and two or three associations were represented in 
the organization of the ... Convention in 1848, 
asks the question: "Why were there so few 
churches and associations represented in so im- 
portant a Baptist movement?" Then he stated, 
"The fewness of churches and associations repre- 
sented is not to be attributed to an opposition to 
the Convention as such. We find no so-called 
present-day 'Landmarkism' in these early years. 
None!" Among the four reasons given were, 
"Churches in that day were a bit conservative in 
joining a new venture." The truth of the matter is 
that many of the Landmarkers never actually 
participated in the activities of the Convention. 
However, those favoring the Convention charged 
that the Landmark movement was led by out of 
state "interlopers”. 

The 1854 session met again with the 
Brownsville Church at Tulip, the site of the 1848 
organization. The same three associations were 
represented. We should note: On Monday, October 
1, 1854, the Convention heard "the suggestion of 
the Red River Association to suspend operations 
for the present, and also that of the Saline Asso- 
ciation, to dissolve for the purpose of uniting in a 
new organization, was fully discussed, which 
manifested warm and devoted attachment to the 
Convention by nearly all the delegates present 
and seemed to inspire them with unswerving con- 
fidence in its future success." J. S. Rogers stated 
the delegates "discussed the matter of dissolving 
the Convention! Saline and Red River had passed 
resolutions to that effect! They were failing to se- 
cure cooperation." The report continued, "They 
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came to the conclusion to go on with their 
work!" 

However, it should be noted that the Red 
River and Saline Associations were both absent 
from the 1856 session, and in fact the Saline As- 
sociation does not appear as a representative 
again until the 1868 session, when Dr. J. R. 
Graves "was present...and accepted a seat inthe 
body." The Pine Bluff Association was also repre- 
sented at this meeting. Dr. Graves was asked to 
preach the introductory sermon for the 1869 
meeting, scheduled for Helena.® 

As further evidence of general dissatisfac- 
tion with the State Convention, the 1856 session 
decided to "drop all enterprises except the De- 
nominational College and newspaper..."9 Their 
decision was to allow the local associations to es- 
tablish new churches and help the existing 
churches. This should clearly show the churches 
favored doing mission work through their local 
associations. 


E. Glenn Hinson!9 reported (p. 34) on the 
1854 action of Red River and the Saline Associa- 
tions passing "resolutions calling for suspension 
of its operations 'for the present’. In 1858 the 
Convention itself passed a resolution restricting 
its efforts to 'Ministerial Education and Denom- 
inational Schools'." In an attempted explanation 
for these actions, Hinson (p. 35) suggested the 
problem may have been "apprehension concern- 
ing spheres of responsibility." He stated that un- 
til the organization of the Convention, "associa- 
tions and churches had borne the main responsi- 
bility for the evangelization of the state." He then 
stated the work of the Convention "may have 
threatened the associations." The truth of the 
matter is the churches and local associations 
were not willing to commit this work to a State 
Convention until after about 1920. 

Hinson later (p. 50), added, "From 1855 
on...the Convention turned up the burner on its 
educational goals as it turned one down on other 
mission endeavors. In 1856 it appointed three 
agents to solicit money for ministerial educa- 
OL. 

From the outset of the State Convention, 
the resistance toward centralization of authority 
reflected the concerns of Landmarkism. As Hin- 
son explained (p. 34), the early Constitution of 
the State Convention provided "for an Executive 
Committee composed of a president, a recording 
secretary, two vice-presidents, a corresponding 
secretary, a treasurer, and ten or more ‘'man- 
agers’. They were expected to 'transact all busi- 
ness during the recess of the Convention and 
disburse funds,’ ‘fill all vacancies of its own 
body,’ and submit an annual report." 

Hinson summarized (p. 36), "Whatever 
may have been the complex causes of the shift, 
the Convention increasingly concentrated all of 
its attention upon education. Significantly, in 
1857, it replaced its agent collecting funds for 


mission work with an agent...who would solicit 
them for a college." 

At the 1859 meeting, which met at Little 
Rock, just prior to the Civil War, only six 
churches and four associations were represented. 
The churches were Little Rock; Pine Bluff, Jeffer- 
son Co.; Samaria, Princeton and New Hope, Dal- 
las Co.; and Camden, Ouachita Co. The associa- 
tions were Mt. Vernon, Judson, Bartholomew, 
Red River, Caroline, Dardanelle and Liberty. The 
initial lack of cooperation with the State 
Convention is sometimes attributed to the 
devastating effect of the Civil War. The effect of 
the Civil War on local churches and associations 


cannot be denied.!! However, the fact that only 
six churches and seven associations [out of a 
total of 22 or 23] were present at the 1859 meeting 
indicates a lack of enthusiasm for the program of 
the State Convention, even before the Civil War. 

J. S. Rogers (p. 503) reported on the Con- 
vention at Ft. Smith in October of 1861: "...the en- 
rollment was small. The College enterprise was 
virtually abandoned at Pine Bluff. The Arkansas 
Baptist continued a few months longer, with con- 
stantly diminishing receipts until May 1, 1861, it 
ceased to exist. This was the last meeting of the 
Convention until after the war." 

After the Civil War, a preliminary meet- 
ing was held in 1867. J. S. Rogers (p. 504) re- 
ported: "The attendance was small. You would ex- 
pect that under the circumstances. Most churches 
had met only occasionally during the war and as- 
sociations met very irregularly, if at all. Travel 
was still very difficult. All progress of every kind 
had been sent into eclipse during the war." 

Hinson characterized (p. 81-82) the period 
after the Civil War, "Only a few churches and as- 
sociations rallied to the initial meeting to reor- 
ganize in 1867. Through the next thirteen years 
the Convention wrestled with numerous tensions 
carried over from the War and from its own pre- 
war days....In its brief history up to the war this 
organization had experienced considerable am- 
bivalence and strife as to its major purpose." 

"Perhaps the most important factor was 
the small core of leaders committed to the revival 
of the Convention. We do not know how many at- 
tended the Convention in Little Rock on Novem- 
ber 8, 1867...Indicative of the seriousness of those 
who met, however, the Convention appointed a 
new State Missions Board and elected Elder. 
William M. Lea as General Missionary Agent...A 
year later, twenty persons gathered again in 
Little Rock and elected Lea their president as well 
as state missionary."!2 

In noting the damage done by the Civil 
War and the subsequent return to normalcy, 
Rogers quoted a summary made by J. B. Searcy. 
In that summary, Searcy wrote, "Then as the 
State Convention took up mission work more 
vigorously in 1867, it was confronted by non-pro- 
gressive groups in scores and scores of our Baptist 
churches. These groups were severely critical of 
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Boards and other agencies and produced a strong 
under current of opposition that was vexing to 
the last degree. This element did not get out of the 
churches and would not ‘get in' to help the mis- 
sionary program."!3 

We should note what constituted being 
non-progressive, and that this sentiment was ev- 
idenced in "scores and scores of our Baptist 
churches." The lack of real support for the State 
Convention, and this admission by an official 
representative as early as 1867, should indicate 
that the opposition to the "boards" and other de- 
nominational machinery was in place well be- 
fore Drs. W. A. Clark, Ben. M. Bogard, and others 
led in their opposition which resulted in the 
formation of a new State Association in 1902. 

The 1868 meeting of the State Convention 
was held with First Baptist Church in Little Rock. 
Messengers were enrolled from the Pine Bluff, 
Saline, and Rocky Bayou Associations. Churches 
represented were First Baptist, Little Rock; and 
the Helena and Camden churches. 

The report stated, "Dr. J. R. Graves was 
present at this meeting and accepted a seat in the 
body." Dr. Graves was asked to preach the intro- 
ductory sermon for 1869. 

The Convention met at Helena in 1869. 
Dr. J. R. Graves from Tennessee was enrolled as a 
visitor. Of the Associations mentioned in the 
previous paragraph, only the Pine Bluff Associa- 
tion was represented by W. M. Lea, who was also 
president of the Convention. 

The Report on Publications included, 
"...we recommend the adoption of 'The Baptist,’ 
edited by Dr. J. R. Graves, Memphis, Tennessee, 
as our ‘State Paper’. And further that we make 
definite arrangements with the editor respecting 
what number of columns we may use each week 
for the publication of Arkansas matter." 

On Sunday Morning, November 14, 1869, 
"After singing by the choir...the Convention ser- 
mon was preached by Dr. J. R. Graves. Text I Tim- 
othy 3:15, "The House of God which is the Church 
of the Living God, the Pillar and Ground of the 
Truth." Dr. Graves preached again at the evening 


service. !4 

The 1870 meeting was at Arkadelphia. Dr. 
Graves was again present, representing the 
Southern Baptist Publication Society, Memphis, 
TN. The report stated: "Also by invitation Dr. J. 
R. Graves spoke at considerable length on the im- 
portance of the Southern Baptist Publication So- 
clety 

"The Minister's Institute provided for in 
the session of last year was formally opened...Dr. 
Graves delivered a very instructive lecture on the 
work of the Gospel Minister. Our idea of the value 
and responsibility of the ministry was greatly el- 
evated. Also the work of ministerial education 
received a wonderful impetus."15 

The 1871 Convention met at Monticello. 
Apparently, Dr. Graves was again a visitor. The 
report states that Dr. Graves spoke at 8 p. m. on 


Sunday at the Baptist Church. "At the conclusion 
of Dr. Graves' sermon at his suggestion a host of 
brethren and sisters rushed forward and took his 
hand and each other's in covenant that they 
would try the next Conventional year to dis- 
charge their duty more faithfully and live nearer 
to God than they had done heretofore."!© Also, at 
this meeting a resolution was passed "That we 
recommend a General Missionary Agent for the 
state whose duty it shall be to visit the destitute 
places in the state, ascertain their want and en- 
deavor to stimulate the brethren to supply such 
destitution. Said agent to be employed and sub- 
ject to the instructions of the Domestic Missions 
Board of the State."!7 We should note this agent 
was to be "subject to the instructions of the Do- 
mestic Missions Board." The report for 1875 will 
indicate continued sentiment against a Mission 
Board and a Corresponding Secretary. 

The 1872 Convention met with the Baptist 
Church in Austin, Lonoke Co. Dr. Graves was 
again a visitor. The report reads, "At 11 a. m. Dr. 
J. R. Graves preached at the Baptist Church. Text: 
'The veil of the Temple was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom.’ Matthew 27:51. He spoke three 
hours, and held his audience spell-bound. It was 
one of the greatest sermons to which this scribe 
ever listened."!8 The presence of Dr. Graves, and 
the attention given him, should indicate that the 
principles of Landmarkism were not foreign to 
the Baptist of Arkansas during this period. 

E. Glenn Hinson (p. 84) reported that the 
mission work "took a bad turn" in 1873. He stated 
that J. B. Searcy had resigned after one year as 
General Missionary of the State. "The financially 
distressed Convention disbanded the State 
Mission Board and turned its work over to two 
General Missionary-Secretaries...Probably for 
financial reasons, however, neither of these men 
had undertaken to fulfill the work entrusted to 
them when the Convention met in 1875. For the 
time being, missions came to a standstill." 

The 1875 session was held at Arkadel- 
phia. Evidence of continued internal conflict on 
the matter of missions was evidenced in this re- 
port: 

"The State Mission Board had been dis- 
continued at the previous session at Dardanelle, 
and the work turned over to two General Mis- 
sionary-Secretaries...These brethren had not en- 
tered upon the work of their appointment during 
the year under the auspices of the State Conven- 
tion, and consequently the Convention at this 
session had no mission work before it, as had 
been true of the Convention at its session in 
1856." 

The report continued, "The session of the 
Convention was devoted almost entirely to the 
Ministers' Institute. The attendance was large 
and Dr. J. R. Graves was at his best in his lecture 
and filled and thrilled the brethren with de- 


light."19 
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In November, 1876 the Baptist General 
Association of Western Arkansas and Indian 
Territory (Oklahoma) held its first session. This 
Association was not in competition with the 
State Convention. Because travel was difficult, 
the State Convention was concentrated in the 
central and southern parts of the State. At this 
first meeting the Association enunciated four .ob- 
jectives. The fourth was establishing and main- 
taining "a literary institution of high order in 
our territory." To accomplish that objective a 
Board of Trustees was appointed, and in short or- 
der this board opened Buckner College in 
Witcherville.29 Reports of the college were sub- 
mitted to the State Convention. In 1883 the 
trustees reported the school had almost com- 
pleted a building and had enrolled "a good num- 
ber of students." Apparently, the college was not 
operated after 1891, and in 1904, after the divi- 
sion, title to the property was controlled by the 
General or Landmark Association.2! It was as a 
financial agent of Buckner College that Ben M. 
Bogard first was noted among Arkansas Baptists. 


Implementation of the 


Convention System and Methods 

The 1877 Convention met at Forrest City. 
A total of thirty churches and three associations- 
-Judson, General Association of South East 
Arkansas, and Mt. Zion--were represented. 

The report on State Missions stated: "...we 
learn with pleasure that by cooperation with the 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, we are 
assured of help. We would therefore recommend 
that this body appoint one or more missionaries 
to labor in destitute places, subject to the direc- 
tion of the Executive Board of this Association. 
Said Board is to do its work through the Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention." J. B. Searcy, who was one of the com- 
mittee members, added the following comment: 
"Thus was the Mission work again resumed on 
the old time line of cooperation with the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion and the State Board. The State Mission Sec- 


retary was to direct the work."22 Developments 
during the next few sessions clearly indicate a 
definite dependence on the "board" system and 
the "corresponding secretary", which about 
twenty-four years later led to the division. 
Incidentally, the note was made that "Dr. 
W. A. Clark, who figured so largely in Arkansas 
Baptist affairs for a quarter of a century appears 
first in this 1877 Convention. He was from Ten- 
nessee and died near Hot Springs about 1910."23 
The 1878 Convention was held at Monti- 
cello. The State Mission report referred back to 
the actions of the previous year, and then stated, 
"Active measures then were adopted to raise the 
necessary funds and employ W. A. Clark as Mis- 


sionary who entered upon the work as such Jan- 
vanes 

The report by J. B. Searcy commented on 
the actions of a special committee on Constitu- 
tional Amendments: "This Amendment to the 
Constitution put membership in the Convention 
on ‘the money basis'...The 'money basis' was 
never enforced, although it was in the Constitu- 
tion, and was soon repealed. 

Under those Constitutional Amendments, 
Article II was changed to read, "The Baptist State 
Convention shall be composed of delegates or 
messengers from Baptist Churches and Associa- 
tions on presentation of proper credentials or 
vouchers of their appointment, and the payment 
to the Treasurer of the Convention for constitu- 
tional purposes, the sum of $2 or more for each 
delegate or messenger."24 

However, Article IJI went further, "That 
any Baptist not delegated shall be entitled to a 
vote on the payment of $2.50 into the treasury." 
Thus, the "money representation" was officially 
adopted by the State Convention. 

The State Convention met at Russellville 
in 1880 and James P. Eagle was elected as presi- 
dent. He held this position for 21 of the next 24 
sessions, including the 1901 meeting at 
Paragould. The report stated, "He made a great 
leader... He had wonderful power to encourage and 
inspire the brotherhood in the laying of founda- 
tions and launching institutions in those uphill 
days." 

Hinson wrote (pp. 67-68) concerning 
James P. Eagle, who was Governor of Arkansas 
from 1888 to 1893, "His immense leadership gifts 
led to his election as President of the ABSC 21 
times (1880-1904) and president of the SBC thrice 
(1901-1904). The general consensus is that Gov. 
Eagle, possibly more than any other man, was re- 
sponsible for the success of the Convention forces 
and the defeat of the Landmark forces.25 

Under the caption, "Some Forward Steps 
at this Convention," we may note the following: 

1. The Constitution was amended to give 
the Convention a larger official staff and an Ex- 
ecutive Board of 20 or more members. 

2. All associations were invited and urged 
to become auxiliary to and cooperate with the 
Convention in mission work and otherwise. 

4. Provision was made for a permanent 
Baptist paper in the state, the "Arkansas Baptist 
Evangel." 

6. The report for State Missions was 
rather meager but the Convention is to have a 
Superintendent of Missions in most of the years 
hereafter--tragic loss when it did not! 

The Convention met in Jonesboro in 
1888. In the report of the meeting, we note the fol- 
lowing: 

"There was some discord in this meeting. 
It was the first open note of opposition to a paid 
Corresponding Secretary of State Missions. The 
opposition was mainly by new brethren in the 
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Convention and was not strong. There had been 
minor notes of discord here and there since about 
1880 but "none to speak of."26 

In the report of the 1892 Convention at Ft. 
Smith, the following comment was made: 

"There was ‘under-cover' opposition to 
having a Secretary of Missions and this opposi- 
tion will increase somewhat until the division 
comes at Paragould in 1901. It is not strong now. 
However, no Secretary was employed for the next 
year. There is no explanation of these 'no secre- 
tary years' in the Convention's work except ‘op- 
position'."27 

These comments are interesting, espe- 
cially if one surveys the list of churches present, 
and notes that most of the churches that eventu- 
ally sided with the State Association of Mission- 
ary Baptist Churches were not representing at 
these meetings. 

The 1895 meeting of the Convention was 
at Monticello with 134 messengers representing 
57 churches and 23 associations. Dr. Rogers 
commented, "The Minutes show that the Conven- 
tion was very unsettled as to plans of work. It ad- 
vises against a paid Secretary...No figures on 
state contributions to Home and Foreign Mis- 
sions are given. Arkansas was evidently doing 
comparatively little for these great causes. The 
anti-mission element had most of the wheels 
locked except that they would roll backwards. 
How the alarm bell did need to ring!"28 

It was also during this period that the con- 
troversy over Dr. W. H. Whitsett was being played 
out. Whitsett attended the 1889 Convention in 


Little Rock.29 In reporting on the 1896 
Convention meeting at Hot Springs, Dr. Rogers 
wrote, "Again and again resolutions have been 
passed asking that Dr. Whitsett, President of the 
Southern Baptist Seminary, be let out for teach- 
ing and publishing doctrine on baptism contrary 
to sound Baptist views and to true history."39 

It would almost sound as though Dr. 
Rogers agreed with the resolutions. But it should 
be noted that the "Whitsett Controversy" and the 
issues were corollary to, and actually emphasized 
the Landmark position on church authority, and 
also church perpetuity. These statements cor- 
rectly focus when juxtaposed with the comments 
of E. Glenn Hinson, who champions the view that 
Whitsett was expousing. 

Rogers (p. 573) commented on State Mis- 
sions: "The amount received for State Missions 
was $2,388.44. There are no other figures on this 
interest, except that 20 workers of one kind or 
another were employed. W. A. Clark was Trea- 
surer. There was little except leaves on the State 
Mission tree...The 'pound' was in a napkin." 

In commenting on the 1900 Convention at 
Hope, Dr. Rogers wrote (p. 575): 

"There was opposition to the State Mis- 
sion program and some harsh criticism of men 
and methods was expressed, and more was under 


cover. The rising encircling clouds are black as 
night! The storm will break at Paragould in 
1901 aDre Wi. Aw Clarkt wasMeditor=ofethe 
"Arkansas Baptist," (sic.) had wanted to be Secre- 
tary and was severely criticizing the program and 
the workers including Dr. Barton. Tragedy ahead! 
Disaster around the corner! However, blessed 


days afterward!'"3 1 


A Necessary Division 

To be quite candid, the Landmarkers and 
most of the local associations were never com- 
fortable with the State Convention, which was 
determined to follow denominational patterns, 
and seek centralization in missions. After the 
resolution was presented in 1854, most of the 
churches and associations that eventually lined 
up with the General Association or Landmark 
movement only gave token support to the State 
Convention. As for that matter, until the ma- 
chinery became fully organized about 1920, and 
the resulting indebtedness was overcome during 
the 1930's and early 1940's, the program of the 
State Convention received only limited support 
from local associations and churches in the state 
officially identified with the Convention system. 

It was only after World War II, and the re- 
sulting urbanization, and industrial develop- 
ment, and the implementation of the "coopera- 
tive program" that the work of the State Conven- 
tion became fully operational. As a "scape goat", 
leaders of the Convention sought to blame the 
lack of cooperation on the Landmarkers. How- 
ever, as J. S. Rogers tacitly admitted, most of the 
blame was from the fact that the churches and 
pastors of the state were reluctant to accept the 
Convention "system" and its resulting "pro- 


grams."32 See the "Corporation Comes of Age", 
pp. 530-531. 

E. Glenn Hinson sought to give proper per- 
spective, as he wrote (p. 112): "The rapid evolution 
of Baptists ended in a severe trauma as this era 
ended. Many Baptists of modest means, poorly 
educated, and of rural background and outlook 
were ill-prepared to understand and to accept the 
changes necessarily taking place as Baptists ex- 
panded and institutionalized their efforts.33 ...In 
an effort to find Baptist identity over against the 
"reform" of Alexander Campbell, moreover, they 
readily fell under the spell of J. R. Graves and his 
Baptist high churchism. Although not strongly 
anti-organizational at the outset, the Landmark 
movement veered more and more in that direc- 


tion as its leaders sought to answer critics.34 The 
net result was a rending of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention and its associations and 
churches to form a competing Baptist denomina- 
tion." 

Later in the same chapter, Hinson sum- 
marized (p. 126-129) the reluctance, and some- 
times opposition to the Convention program: 
"One hindrance was the ever-present resistance 
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to organized effort beyond the congregational or 
associational level. Prior to the split of 1901, this 
resistance made itself felt time and again in re- 
luctance to support, either financially or practi- 
cally, the various offices needed to pull together 
the missionary or evangelistic work of the state... 
Such opposition was often registered openly. In 
1881, for instance, the Superintendent of Mis- 
sions, B. W. Harmon, reported 'a feeling that the 
churches were imposed upon when called to 
contribute for any general work'. Harmon went 
on to explain that 'they thought they should give 
only to their own Associations.’ He recommended 
a change of name on the grounds that 'some re- 
gard it as indicating undue authority over minis- 
ters and churches'.” 

Hinson continued, "The sensitive issue of 
jurisdiction in mission work was never resolved 
during this period, but it was defused somewhat 
by avoiding certain titles and by strong efforts of 
the State Mission Board to pursue its work in co- 
operation with the churches and associations. 

"The fear which underlay all of this was 
that control over mission work might be exer- 
cised from above... State Convention leaders 
tried to assuage anxieties by making careful co- 
operative arrangements, but they never succeeded 
fully, for the fears grew strong enough to lead to 
the division of the Convention. Some doubtless 
underestimated the strength of resistance to the 
burgeoning business model on which they oper- 
ated. 

"By 1899 anxieties over the development 
of organizations to promote missions work 
throughout the state had reached a fever pitch." 
Hinson later reported, "The Board also conceded 
rather candidly that the work of W. A. Clark in 
Spring River and adjacent associations in north- 
ern Arkansas turned out rather badly because 
‘this section was not in a condition to receive his 
work...’ 

"At this point Arkansas Baptists could 
not have perceived what was happening to them 
in a subtle way. The business or corporation 
model which was becoming so much a dominat- 
ing factor in American society and culture was 
subtly imposing itself on the churches and the 
way they carried on their work... The business 
model... was creating a radically different model 
by which the churches carried on their work and, 
in doing so, was generating an explosive situa- 
tion for Arkansas Baptists." 

Hinson concluded by stating, "The people 
and churches were overwhelmingly rural still. A 
majority of the churches still operated on a quar- 
ter or half-time schedule, for, as late as 1916, 
three-fourths of all Southern Baptist churches 


were still quarter time."35 


"Forks of the Road" 
In introducing the period of division, Dr. 
J. S. Rogers titled the chapter "Arkansas Baptists 


at the Forks of the Road." He reiterated that since 
the early eighties the State Convention "changed 
its plans, programs and policies again and again. 
For example at times it authorized the Board to 
elect a paid State Mission Secretary but about 
half the time it did not up to 1900...This was all 
because of opposition on the part of some 
brethren to such policies...These opposition 
brethren objected to the Board helping weak 
churches pay their pastors...By 1900 and 1901 
this opposition objected to Boards and Conven- 
tions and cooperation with the Southern Baptist 
Convention a well as to State Secretaries, etc. The 
opposition brethren even insisted that the terms 
‘Association’ and 'Committee' are Scriptural and 
orthodox but that the terms ‘Convention’ and 
'Board' were unscriptural and malignantly 
heretical!.. All that was the big issue at the 
Paragould Convention in 1901. It was a grave 
hour. Arkansas Baptists were at the forks of the 
road! 

"The Paragould Convention in 1901 
demonstrated the truth that Baptists with their 
eternal emphasis on freedom are very vulnerable 
in the fact that unwise leaders with ambition for 
power and leadership, if they can't control the 
Convention, can over-emphasize some minor 
matters and split off a minority they can control. 
Disturbing and distressing as the fight at 
Paragould was, the Convention there settled a lot 
of matters and the year 1901 began a New Era 
with the rank and file of Arkansas Baptists in 
cohesion, cooperation, contributions and con- 
quests."36 

E. Glenn Hinson (p. 174) outlined the re- 
port of the Executive Board which presented a 
"Statement of Baptist Principles" that stressed 
"the time-honored and fundamental doctrine of 
the absolute autonomy of the churches" as "one 
point that must ever be jealously guarded." The 
report continued, "there is no antagonism be- 
tween this doctrine and that other sublime and 
almost equally important doctrine, the co-opera- 
tion of the churches." 

Then Hinson reported, "Impressive as it 
sounded, however, the report of the State Board 
did not meet the approval of a majority at the 
Convention. Opponents of the plan for coordinat- 
ing the work through a Corresponding Secretary 
assembled sufficient votes to send it back to the 
Executive Committee for revision. Resubmitted, 
it argued continuity with twenty or more years of 
history in maintaining the office and that the 
plan had produced good results." 

Hinson then added (p. 175), "Although this 
amended report passed, largely because of the 
personal influence of James P. Eagle, the issues 
of a paid 'Corresponding Secretary’ or ‘State 
Missionary’ and of the connection between 
Arkansas Baptists and the Southern Baptist 


Convention smoldered still. Ben M. Bogard,37 a 


newcomer to Arkansas, led the attack on the sys- 
Lens: 
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J. S. Rogers stated (p. 580) the report on 
State Missions was given at 1:30 PM on Saturday, 
and was discussed until midnight. Discussion be- 
gan anew Monday morning and continued into 
the afternoon "when a majority voted to receive 
ity 

Rogers continued (p. 580) by stating, "The 
report on publications was a divisive issue. The 
report recommended that the Convention 
withdraw its approval and recommendation of 
the 'Arkansas Baptist’ because, the resolution 
said, the editor had promised at the previous 
Convention at Hope not to attack the plans and 
employees of the Convention and had not kept 
the promise. This report and recommendation 
were adopted by a majority vote. Dr. W. A. Clark 
was editor of the 'Arkansas Baptist.' That vote 
was the straw that broke the camel's back. It 
meant division." 

The language of the report stated specifi- 
cally, 

"Resolution: Whereas, at the last session 
of this Convention we recommended the 
‘Arkansas Baptist’ as our State paper, and 
whereas the same was procured by a solemn and 
deliberate promise on the part of Dr. Clark that 
the said paper would neither in editorial nor in 
correspondence permit any attack upon the plans 
or employees of the Board until this session of 
the Convention, and whereas said promise has 
been wholly unkept and violated and the same 
has been further conducted as an organ of his 
personal views and those agreeing with him, and 
in an antagonism to the plan of the said Conven- 
tion. Therefore, Be it resolved that the said rec- 
ommendation of the 'Arkansas Baptist’ be with- 
drawn." 

Rogers (p. 584) commented: "This resolu- 
tion was adopted. There had been decided antago- 
nism by the 'Arkansas Baptist’ to the progressive 
policy of the Executive Board and the conduct of 
the Mission work, but this vote on publications 
was 'the feather that broke the camel's back’. 
From this time forth it was manifest that an 
open rupture would follow. The next ten years of 
our history will show the full development of this 
rupture and what came of it." 

Hinson confirmed Rogers' statements by 
asserting, "The precipitating cause [of the divi- 
sion] was much more personal." He wrote (p. 175- 
176), "It was connected with the disappointment 
of W. A. Clark in being passed over for the office 
of 'Corresponding Secretary’ in 1899...He sold 
controlling interest in the Arkansas Baptist to O. 
L. Hailey with the expectation of being made Cor- 
responding Secretary. His long years of denomi- 
national service doubtless raised strong hopes 
that he would again be so chosen. When these 
hopes were thwarted, Clark proceeded to venti- 
late some of his resentment through the 
Arkansas Baptist, whose control he again as- 
sumed in 1899. In 1900 the Committee on Publi- 
cations issued a severe reprimand for Clark's 


failure to support the Convention and its pro- 
grams. Clark agreed to stop his attacks, but then 
reneged on his promise. The result was a still 
more explicit reprimand in 1901 which, more 
than any other factor, triggered the split, with 
Clark as one of the key Landmark leaders." 

J. S. Rogers concluded his report on the 
1901 meeting in Paragould by stating (p. 581), 
"This Convention laid down Baptist fundamental 
groundwork for a permanent program and ad- 
journed to meet next year at Conway. If there 
only could have been on each side far more toler- 
ance of the intolerance of the other side!...Of 
course the opposition was reactionary and 
wrong, we believe. Utterly wrong and impracti- 
cal!" 


The General Association 

Hinson also reported (p. 176) on the orga- 
nization of the General Association: "The pro- 
Board group led by James P. Eagle won a victory 
of sorts at Paragould in 1901, but they did not 
have long to savor it. As they had threatened at 
this convention, the disaffected anti-Secretary 
faction gathered in Little Rock on April 10-11, 
1902, to form the ‘General Association of 
Arkansas Baptists’. This new organization at- 
tracted strong support among the district associ- 
ations of the state, where the issue had been 
churning for a long time. Almost half of them 
voted to cooperate with the General Association 
in mission work. About a fourth voted to con- 
tinue cooperation with the State Convention. The 
remaining fourth, chiefly the larger associa- 
tions, voted to remain neutral as a result of 
sharply divided opinion within their own 
ranks." 

One of the sources of conflict was that the 
State Convention, as Hinson explained (p. 33-34), 
"paralleled the societies which Baptists, along 
with other denominations, had developed to do 
mission or benevolent work. According to the 
Constitution, it was to be 'composed of delegates 
from Baptist Associations, churches, and indi- 
vidual contributors, who are members of the Bap- 
tist Church, in good standing’. Associations were 
entitled to five, churches to three delegates. The 
"Landmark controversy of 1901 caused a restric- 
tion of representation to churches and substitu- 
tion of the word 'messenger' for 'delegate', as in 
other states." 

Hinson continued (pp. 176-177), "State 
Convention leaders responded to this crisis with 
understandable uncertainty...In order to mini- 
mize the impact of divisions both within the 
Convention and within associations, they 
changed the basis of representation to the State 
Convention. Whereas before, associations as well 
as churches had been allowed messengers, in 
1902 the Constitution was altered to accredit 
only 'messengers from regular Baptist churches 
which are in sympathy with the principles and 
purposes of this constitution, and which desire to 
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co-operate with this convention’. For the conven- 
tion itself the new arrangement assured a fairly 
high level of unity and cooperation in pursuing 
the Convention's goals. For the associations it 
opened the way for individual congregations to 
decide for themselves which of the two organiza- 
tions they would support. At the same time, how- 
ever, it eventually necessitated the formation of 
new associations as the churches made their 
choices." 


"Peace" Committees 

In 1902 the Caroline Association passed a 
motion asking that the General Association and 
State Convention each appoint a "Peace Commit- 
tee" in an attempt to reconcile the differences, 
and consolidate the state work back into one or- 
ganization. 

Therefore, both organizations in their 
November meetings of 1902 appointed "Peace 
Committees." The General Association Commit- 
tee consisted of Brethren W. T. Box, B. M. Bogard, 
J. L. Brown, W. A. Crutchfield, W. A. Clark, J. G. 
Doyle, C. M. Myrick, W. H. Pasley, and William 
Tucker. The Convention's Committee consisted 
of Brethren Allen Hill Autry, H. Beauchamp, W. 
A. Freeman, W. S. Roney, E. C. Ellis, T. W. O'Kel- 
ley, F. G. Briggs, H. T. Bradford, W. H. Sledge, and 
M. T. Webb. 

J. S. Rogers wrote (pp. 602-603): "After 
negotiating back and forth for some time the 
Landmark Committee submitted a virtual 
ultimatum consisting of the six demands recited 
above (see p. 449) under the head of objections on 
the part of the Landmark Brethren to the 
Convention's mission methods. To the aston- 
ishment of almost the whole Baptist brotherhood 
the Convention's Peace Committee finally agreed 
to these six demands but some confusion arose 
over merging the 'Landmark Baptist’ paper and 
the ‘Baptist Advance’ and the peace effort was 
abandoned. 


The 1902 meeting of the State Convention 
was in Conway. Rogers (p. 585-586) reported, 
"There was grief over the division in the denomi- 
nation, of course, but what a meeting! With no re- 
flection on anybody, the brethren felt that in 
some sense they were now over Jordan and ina 
new day. They wanted the Landmark brethren 
back in the Convention and the Convention's 
‘Peace Committee’ went to surprising lengths in 
1903 to bring them back but failed. It would have 
been tragic and unfortunate world without end, 
as we say, to have brought them back on the 
terms to which the Convention's 'Peace Commit- 
tee’ was inclined to agree. Providence must have 
prevailed!" 


The Baptist Advance, official newspaper 
of the State Convention, commented, "Arkansas 
now has two conventions; one of workers: the 


other of grumblers ... give them time and rope."38 
Time has passed and our work still survives. Give 
God the glory." 


J. S. Rogers (p. 586) then reported on the 
meeting at Little Rock in 1903: 

"The 'Peace Committee’ appointed at Con- 
way a year ago reported at this Convention. It had 
not been possible for the Landmark Committee 
and this one to agree. This was most unfortunate 
if the terms of agreement could have been more 
reasonable... It would have been calamitous for 
the Committee and Convention to have agreed to 
the terms proposed by the Landmark brethren." 


Hinson (p. 177) stated "the two committees 
never met nor functioned as a single group iron- 
ing out their differences. Instead, the General As- 
sociation Committee set forth six propositions 
which were to serve as the basis for reconcilia- 
tion. 

As Hinson stated (p. 178) there were two 
conditions: (1) that the General Association dis- 
solve and recommend that its churches send 
messengers to the State Convention, and (2) that, 
after adoption of the recommendations by both 
the Convention and the Association, the Land- 
mark Baptist and the Baptist Advance merge un- 
der a plan to be mutually agreed upon by a nine- 
man committee. 

"The Association Committee, still refus- 
ing to meet with the Convention Committee, ac- 
cepted these stipulations but insisted that the 
Convention approve the arrangement before the 
Association and thus that the association con- 
tinue another year. The result was an extended 
hassle with charges and counter-charge of 'ambi- 
guity' and ‘evasiveness'. These difficulties 
notwithstanding, a majority of the Committee 
proceeded to offer to the Convention the original 
recommendation. 

"When it met in the Fall, however, the 
Convention declined to approve the majority rec- 
ommendation and instead voted overwhelm- 
ingly, 176 to 48, in favor of a minority report by 
T. W. O'Kelley." 

However, it should be obvious from the 
comments made by J. S. Rogers and the rejection 
of the committee report that the so-called effort 
to secure the return of the Landmarkers was a 
ploy. Rogers concluded the report on the 1903 
meeting by writing (p. 587), "A policy of concila- 
tion and appeasement toward our Landmark 
brethren was recommended and was followed by 
all forces, but the Convention could not and 
would not surrender." 


Hinson then offered some comments on 
Ben M. Bogard (p. 179): "The emerging leader of 
the General Association was Ben. M. Bogard. He 
had come to the state, as pastor in Searcy, only a 
couple of years before the split. During these 
years, he aligned himself fully with the Conven- 
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tion's work. As late as October 9, 1901, he pre- 
sented himself as a supporter of the State Con- 
vention. In the Arkansas Baptist he said, 

"Whereas, some have been persistently 
misrepresenting me in this matter, I beg leave to 
state plainly that I am heartily in favor, first, of 
the churches, second, of the associations, and 
third, of the Baptist State Convention. I want to 
preserve the Associations, the State Convention 
and our State Mission Board. Whoever says I am 
opposed to the State Convention or its work, mis- 
represents me." 

Hinson continued, "At Paragould, how- 
ever, he became the chief spokesman for the anti- 
secretary forces as they voiced their opposition to 
the office of Corresponding Secretary. In his ar- 
gument he called the office "a dangerous innova- 
tion leading to Episcopacy of the worst form and 
going back to the Dark Ages." Subsequently he 
took an active leadership in the organization of 
the General Association in Little Rock and, ironi- 
cally, gradually came to dominate the Associa- 
tion organized out of fear of authoritarianism! 
As the latter was forming, he hopped from one 
associational meeting to another to drum up sup- 
port for it. This kept the associations in an unset- 
tled condition until about 1917 to 1921, when 
most either aligned themselves fully with the 
State Convention or split to form new associa- 


tions."3 9 


The Arkansas Baptist, official paper of 
the State Convention printed the following ac- 
count of the Saline Association from the Daily 
Gazette, of October 7, under the title, "Voted to 
Follow New Association": 

"The Saline Baptist Association yester- 
day, by a vote of 31 to 6, decided to cut loose from 
the Baptist State Convention, of which it was the 
oldest member, and affiliate with the Arkansas 
Baptist General Association...The First Baptist 
Church is the only Little Rock Church which is a 
member of the Saline Association... 

"An interesting situation is presented by 
the action of the Saline Association in withdraw- 
ing from the State Convention. The First Baptist 
church, of which Rev. Ben Cox is pastor, is a 
member of the association, which has by its ac- 
tion yesterday disapproved of the present system 
of employing a State Missionary secretary. This 
place has been held for several years by Rev. A. J. 
Barton, who was re-elected at the last session at 
Paragould, after a hard fight. About a month ago 
Dr. Barton resigned and on September 30 Rev. 
Ben Cox was elected the fill the vacancy and is 
now mission secretary. Yet it now appears his 
own church, though voting against withdrawal 
from the State Convention, is, by a majority vote, 
virtually put in the attitude of disapproving the 
employment of their own pastor as missionary 
secretary." 

The report continued, "After a brief recess 
the State Mission question was again taken up 


and a spirited discussion followed. Finally, by a 
vote of 31 to 6, the association adopted the report 
of the committee on State Missions, presented by 
J. H. Howard, its chairman, withdrawing from 
the State Convention." 


The 1903 Meeting of the State Convention 
was in Little Rock, and the last meeting over 
which Governor Eagle presided. Rogers eulogized 
(p. 586-587), "He presided over 21 Conventions 
and had been a wonderful leader and the Moses of 
the Convention for a quarter of a century." 

"The spirit of this Little Rock Convention 


was '‘full-steam-ahead!'""40 


Justification of the Division 

In one final lick, Hinson stated (p. 185), 
The General Association "appears to have si- 
phoned off about a third of the total Baptist con- 
stituency. If the reports for 1923 can be trusted, 
the Association attracted smaller churches." But 
he later stated--on the same page--, "It has been 
estimated that three-fifths of the churches sided 
with the General Association in 1904; but by 1925 
no more than a third did so." 

Yet in the same book on page 180 the 
following comparison was given for 1924: 


Convention Churches Ass'ns Mbrs 
920 41 101,589 
Association 655 S, 47,782 


That would make a total of 1575 churches, 
of which 58.4% would be Convention and 41.6% 


Associational.4 | 


As justification for the supposed shift, 
Hinson gave (pp. 185-186) the following reasons: 

1. patient flexibility of Convention lead- 
ers...The avoidance of authoritarian pro- 
nouncements and pressures during the first 
decade after the split neutralized the suspicions 
of "episcopacy" sown by Ben Bogard and other 
Landmark leaders. 

2. Another factor was the Convention's 
head start on the General Association. "When the 
split came, the Convention owned vast amounts 
of property, operated numerous institutions dear 
to Arkansas Baptists, had aided in the founding 
of numerous churches and associations, had de- 
veloped means of supporting varied programs, 
and was rendering immense service through 
theses’ 

3. A still more important factor was the 
actual effectiveness of the State Convention's or- 
ganization as enhanced by connections with the 
Southern Baptist Convention." 


It should not be surprising that after this 
period, the ABSC rapidly consolidated. As Hin- 
son noted (p. 188-189), "A substantial amount of 
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reorganization accompanied the Convention's ef- 
fort to shore up the state mission program... In 
1912 and 1913, however, the Convention moved 
toward a more centralized scheme of manage- 
ment by placing all missionary activity--state 
missions, home missions, foreign missions, 
Christian education, ministerial education, pub- 
lication, the orphans' home, and Sunday School 
and B. Y. P. U. work--under one Executive Board. 
This plan...called for "one General Secretary 
who, under the direction of the Executive Board, 
shall have general oversight of all the interests 
above mentioned" and "as occasion shall de- 
mand, associate with him one or more field men 
whose business it shall be to represent all the in- 
terests of the Convention." J. S. Rogers held the 
office three times: 1908-1911, 1915-1919, and 
1921-1929. 

At the same time he was lauding the pro- 
gram, Hinson (p. 189) also had the candor to 
state, "to many it must have seemed a confirma- 
tion of their earlier fears of the corporation 
model." 

It appears these three moves prompted 
many of the Landmarkers in their final break 
from the Convention. (emphasis added) 


The 1904 Convention met at Pine Bluff. 
J. S. Rogers reported (pp. 606-607): 

"The Landmark General Association this 
year asked for the right to elect some of the mem- 
bers of the Orphanage Board. This request was de- 
clined because the Orphanage was an institution 
chartered in the name of the Convention. Some 
members of the Orphanage Board were Land- 
markers but were elected by the Convention. 

Governor Eagle made a great address at 
this Convention...Of course the door was still 
wide-open to the Landmarkers and many of them 
came back to a happy reception.” 

"There were, including Landmark 
brethren, 50 associations, 1,464 churches, 876 
preachers, 6,135 baptized that year by the 


churches, 83, 341 members...""42 

The truth, as the attendance at the meet- 
ings indicates, was that from about 1854 until 
about 1895 few of the Landmark churches were 
even represented at the meetings. 


Rogers (p. 620) reported that the 1918 
Convention meeting in Little Rock "The Conven- 
tion voted to appoint a committee of seven to con- 
sider immediately the purchase of grounds, etc. 
for a Baptist State Hospital in Little Rock and re- 
port to the Executive Board and that the Board is 
hereby given authority to establish such institu- 
tion." 

"At this Convention a resolution...was 
adopted that instructed the Executive Board to 
budget all the Convention's interests and institu- 
tions, set a total goal for the year and urge our 


people to raise it. It was a wise and effective 


move."43 

J. S. Rogers (p. 623) gave a report of the 
1919 meeting at Little Rock: 

"This was the year that Southern Baptists 
launched the 75 Million Campaign with Dr. L. R. 
Scarborough of Texas as Director." 

"The 75 Million Campaign was in full 
swing. This was the first year of that campaign 
and it was to run five years. Arkansas' quota was 
$3,200,000 in five years. The Campaign was a 
mighty effort on the part of Southern Baptists." 

E. Glenn Hinson summarized the prob- 
lems of indebtedness resulting from the 75-Mil- 
lion Campaign (p. 195), "The ambitiousness of the 
'75-Million Campaign' created immediate and 
serious problems of indebtedness. In 1920 the Ex- 
ecutive Board correctly sized up the difficulty in 
terms of 'too large a programme at the first of the 
year and an insufficient income during the year 
to meet the expenditure necessary to put on this 
programme’. ...To avoid further embarrassment, 
the Board asked the Convention to allow it to 
borrow money to meet pressing obligations, to 
place direction of associational missions en- 
tirely under control of associational boards,..to 
employ a staff of evangelists to work under direc- 
tion of the General Secretary,..." 

In 1922 the State Convention authorized 
the Executive Board to employ J. F. Tull to devote 
full time "to the promotion of Stewardship, 
Tithing and Systematic giving among our peo- 
ple." Hinson commented, "Tull committed him- 
self unreservedly to the "Unified Budget Plan of 
Systematic Church Finance" developed by the 
Southern Baptist Convention. With Tull as the 
Stewardship and Budget Director, Arkansas Bap- 
tists eventually raised $2.228 million of the $2.4 
million pledged. However, even before the 75- 
Million Campaign was completed, Southern Bap- 
tist leadership put into effect the "Cooperative 
Program" that was to go into effect when the 75- 
Million Campaign ended on Dec. 31, 1924. 


The Corporation Comes of Age 

E. Glenn Hinson again summarized (pp. 
196-197), "Listing various southwide and state 
programs, they reminded their constituency that 
the Baptist work was no longer a ‘peanut busi- 
ness' but 'runs on a colossal scale’ requiring "huge 
sums of money"." The cooperation had come of 
age." [emphasis added] 

From the report of the 1920 Convention at 
Ft. Smith, Rogers (p. 624) wrote: 

"Great emphasis was put on the 75 Million 
Campaign from the opening to the close of the 
Convention." 

In reporting the Little Rock Convention in 
1924, Rogers (p. 630) reported the following com- 
parison: 

"At the close of 1923 there were 1,593 Bap- 
tist churches in Arkansas of which about 581 
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were Landmark. There were 9,888 baptisms by all 
the churches that year of which 1,869 were by 
Landmark churches. The total membership in 
the state was 143,577 of which 37,640 were 
Landmark." 

Roger's account (p. 635) of the five year pe- 
riod from 1925-1928 was titled, "The Convention 
in four building years comes to be bowed down 
with debt." He summarized the difficulty of trans- 
ferring from the 75 Million Campaign to the co- 
operative program: 

"In Baptist ranks there was a general re- 
action downward from the World War and the 
high-pressure of the 75 Million Campaign both of 
which of course were over. Both were "feverish 
events", even atomic! 

"These four years, 1925-1928, were the pe- 
riod of the beginning of transfer on the part of the 
churches from the 75 Million Campaign to the 
Cooperative Program as a method of denomi- 
national work, and to most of our people the 
Cooperative Program was somewhat abstract--a 
radical change from the "blood-and-thunder" 
recurring effort in raising denominational funds 
to a quiet, systematic, year-around, week by week 
endeavor that would enlist every member of 
every church. It was almost an out-and-out new 
program as to its methods, and at first 
percentages looked colorless and cold. They did 
not stir hearts and did not open purses. It was so 
in other states. Ghastly! 

"So these years were a time of discussion, 
agitation, debate. The Baptist train had to stop 
(almost, it seemed) to whistle. It was a time of 
search for denominational footing." 


From the 1925 meeting at Conway, J. S. 
Rogers as Secretary of the Executive Board re- 
ported (p. 637), "Not more than 150 churches put 
on the Cooperative Program." 

At the 1926 meeting in Little Rock, the Ex- 
ecutive Board and the State Mission Board were 
combined into a 45-member Executive Board. 
Rogers also reported (p. 639), "This Convention 
authorized a bond-issue not to exceed $950,000 
and to run for a time not exceeding 20 years to 
take care of the indebtedness of the Convention." 

At the 1927 meeting, J. S. Rogers reported 
"Some gains were made in getting the churches to 
accept and follow the Cooperative Program.” He 
also reported (p. 640), "The Bond issue of $900,000 
was completed and the bonds sold...leaving a 
balance of $252,991.97 unpaid." 

The 1928 Convention met at Texarkana, 
Rogers (p. 641) reported, 

"The churches were coming around to the 
Cooperative Program slowly--a slowness plus a 
financial panic that proved disastrous touching 
the Convention's debts." 

In commenting on the period from 1929- 
1935, J. S. Rogers continued the lament about the 
debt and the slowness of churches to adopt the co- 
operative program. He wrote (p. 643), "These years 


were, as we have said, in the period of transfer or 
shifting on the part of the churches from a 
method of high-pressure campaigning two or 
three times a year for funds for missions and 
other causes to the systematic method of the Co- 
operative Program in the churches. From a jump 
against the traces to a steady pull...The change 
was radical and Baptists are almost a 'constant' 
people--slow to make changes. 

"The 'times' were largely responsible for 
this 'Financial Famine'--a financial panic and 
depression and a fearful drought. The bottom 
went out!” 

Again, in characterizing the period from 
1936 to 1945, J. S. Rogers lamented (p. 651) the 
debt: "It involved more momentous possible con- 
sequences than any other 25 years in the history 
of the Convention--now nearly 100 years old. The 
problem was debt. The menace, the impending 
threat was debts originally to the amount of 
$1,250,000 against the Convention and its insti- 
tutions!" Rogers later wrote, "In the providence of 
God all the debts of the Convention were settled at 
35 cents to the dollar without interest but later 
will be paid 100 cents on the dollar, to the glory of 
God! Was there ever, could there ever on this earth 
be any human action more marked by the cross 
than this decision to go back and pay this obliga- 
tion 100 cents on the dollar?"...It is the superla- 
tive golden, Christian deed of Arkansas Baptists 
during 100 years of remarkable history!!" 


E. Glenn Hinson stated (p. 254), "It is evi- 
dent that Baptists in Arkansas were not ready for 
the Cooperative Program...In the first year of the 
Cooperative Program the Executive Board re- 
ported that only 150 churches had adopted it. To 
the contrary, hundreds of churches took no col- 
lections for missions or other causes, and con- 
tinuous debate about the Program went on in the 
Baptist Advance and various meetings." 

Amazingly Hinson continued to lay the 
blame on the Hardshells and Landmarkers. He 
wrote (p. 265): "In Arkansas...with its burden- 
some heritage of Landmarkism and Hard- 
shellism, suspicions of organized effort per- 
sisted. Leaders had to plead patiently and 
painstakingly for undesignated funds to be sent 
in so that they could be applied to the Cooperative 
Program. Starting with 150 churches giving di- 
rectly to it in 1925 and only 162 in 1926, the Co- 
operative Program got derailed by the depression. 
For several years it did not receive mention in 
annual meetings. The big push for it, which re- 
sumed in 1935, began to produce results by 1941." 

E. Glenn Hinson later wrote (pp. 264-265) 
of the relationship between "Arkansas Baptists 
and the SBC". In that context, he wrote: "The First 
World War began to enlarge the world view of 
Baptists in Arkansas...On its heels came the "75- 
Million Campaign" and the vision of new poten- 
tial in Baptist work. Then came the Cooperative 
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Program, promising to gather together all of the 
loose ends. 

"In time the Cooperative Program proved 
to be the cement which bound the Arkansas Bap- 
tist Convention more and more tightly to the 
Southern Baptist Convention. At the outset, 
however, that was not true. Many churches, as we 
have seen, balked at support of the Cooperative 
Program, claiming it was handed down by some 
"super-church organization" and preferring 
"causes" to a "Program." Then the depression 
shattered them financially. As a result, it was not 
until 1936 that Convention leaders resumed their 
initial campaign on behalf of the Cooperative 
Program. It took years of skilled promotion to 
convince Arkansas Baptists that cooperation 
with the Southern Baptist Convention was the 
best way to effect their aims as well. 

It would be refreshing if Hinson and 
Rogers would admit the real problem. Many con- 
servative Southern Baptist churches and pastors 
felt the program was flawed because it took the 
organized work from church supervision and 
placed it under the supervision of the Executive 
Board. Therefore, they, and we agree, thought the 
plan was unscriptural!! That was the real prob- 
lem. 


"Consolidating the Corporation" 

As Hinson developed the chapter, "Across 
a Plateau," dealing with the period from 1951 to 
1978, under the caption "Consolidating the Coop- 
eration, he wrote (pp. 316-317): "The trend to- 
ward consolidation of the Convention's work un- 
der an Executive Board which was begun in the 
nineteenth century continued during this period. 
Although Arkansas Baptists pulled back from 
this briefly in 1921, when they revived the Mis- 
sions Board momentarily, they resumed it again 
in 1926. 

"As soon as the War ended, they resumed 
their consolidation. In 1946 the Convention, up- 
dating its Constitution, added a set of Bylaws 
which, among other things, spelled out explicitly 
the powers of the Executive Board to make deci- 
sions and to act on the Convention's behalf be- 
tween sessions, "provided that it shall never ex- 
ercise any authority contrary to the expressed 
will of the Convention." 


In reporting on conditions in 1936 Rogers 
stated (p. 651), there were 794 cooperating 
churches and 754 preachers--458 pastors, 
125,930 church members, baptized 7,543 new 
members. He concluded, 

"This was a fateful period...It involved 
more momentous possible consequences than 
any other 25 years in the history of the Conven- 
tion... The problem was debt. The menace, the im- 
pending threat was debts originally in the 
amount of $1,250,000 against the Convention 
and its institutions! 


J. S. Rogers (p. 602) made the following 
report on the organization of the State Associa- 
tion: 

The Landmark Baptist Organize 


the General Association 

The Landmark brethren met on April 10 
and 11, 1902, with the Antioch Baptist Church in 
Little Rock with Rev. W. H. Pasley as Moderator 
and Rev. J. A. Small as Recording Secretary. 
Twenty churches were represented and 26 others 
had endorsed the movement to organize. Leaders 
in the meeting besides the officers were Brethren 
S. P. Davis, J. L. Brown, G, W. McCarty, W. A. 
Clark, B. M. Bogard, W. C. Durrough, J. E. Cox, J. 
B. Sanders, J. M. Clem, B. J. Mathis, J. G. Doyle, 
L. Quinn and others...The Association elected an 
Executive Committee of nine brethren to have 
charge of the mission work, between meetings, 
arrange for the next meeting, etc. The first meet- 
ing of the Association after this one was largely 
attended, there being over 500 present...There are 
thousands of mighty good brethren in the Land- 
mark group and all the Convention brethren 
wish they would come back. How they would be 
welcomed! However, the Landmark brethren and 
the Convention element are not two denomina- 
tions... Because we do mission work differently 
does not really constitute a "split." 


On pages 683-84 Dr. Rogers gave a sum- 
mary of Buckner College: 

Buckner College at Witcherville was 
opened in the fall of 1882. It had been chartered 
in 1879. This college was organized, owned and 
operated by "The General Association of Western 
Arkansas and the Indian Territory" which Asso- 
ciation...was organized at Charleston in Novem- 
ber, 1876, by messengers from churches in West- 
ern Arkansas and the Indian Territory. Elders E. 
L. Compere, J. N. Ledbetter, J. J. Holland, S. H. 
Fuller, H. F. Buckner, M.S. Buckley, K. HiMe- 
Connell and others were the leaders. ...to the 
close of the school in 1900. ...The spiritual 
reaches of Buckner College were great. It was a 
remarkable blessing to all Western Arkansas. It 
sent out scores of useful men and women. For 
nearly 20 years Buckner College was a real factor 
in the life and work of Arkansas Baptists. In 
1904 this property was transferred to the Land- 
mark Association, but they never operated a 
school there...Rev. Ben M. Bogard says the Land- 
markers just went off and left the Buckner prop- 
erty.” 


Effect on Local Associations 

E. Glenn Hinson (p. 179-180) stated that 
the controversy "stewed for years as the lines di- 
viding the two factions became more and more 
firm. It left its mark on both churches and asso- 
ciations, but the most easily discernible effect 
was on the latter" (associations)... For a time 
some associations tried to sidestep the issue, but 
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since several associations were the source of the 
original objection to a paid Corresponding Secre- 
tary, they could not do so for long. 

Hinson concluded (p. 181), "...churches 
leaning toward the General Convention formed 
new associations only gradually. New Landmark 
associations formed in a trickle until 1920 when 
they suddenly puffed out to 22. For the next five 
years they multiplied rapidly." 

Hinson continued (p. 181), "During these 
twenty-five years other associations underwent a 
great deal of inner turmoil, sometimes bounding 
back and forth from the Convention to the Gen- 
eral Association, sometimes supporting both at 
the same time, and sometimes remaining pas- 
sive." As much as possible, these difficulties have 
been documented in the accounts of the local as- 
sociations. Hinson only documented the senti- 
ments of one association, the White River Baptist 
Association, which eventually settled with the 
ABSC. This Association appeared to support both 
State organizations in 1908 and 1910, but by 
1916 the Association seemed to favor the State 
Convention, and by 1920 the Mission Report only 
recommended support of the Convention pro- 
gram. 

Hinson gave as an example (pp. 183-184) 
the Current River Association, which by 1938 
had merged with the Bethlehem Association. He 
stated the Association was organized in 1881 and 
"fell under control of the Landmark faction in 
1902." At its 1907 meeting with Landmark Bap- 
tist Church in Corning, "the Association adopted 
a resolution, evidently without debate to "discon- 
tinue any co-operation with the State Conven- 
tion." At the meeting of the Association in 1911 


the Landmark group dominated the proceedings. 
Ben M. Bogard preached twice. The Association 
took an offering only for the orphans' home at 
Texarkana. As it had for several years, the Com- 
mittee on Publications recommended only the 
Arkansas Baptist and the Baptist Flag, both 
Landmark papers, and "Arkansas Landmark Lit- 
erature for our Sunday Schools." 

However, Hinson reported that by 1918 
the "associational reports recommended both 
Convention and General Association literature 
and urged support for both orphans' homes. The 
opposing groups seem to have maintained an un- 
easy truce until 1922," when five churches sym- 
pathetic to the General Association withdrew, 
and made plans to form the Current River Mis- 
sionary Baptist Association. 

As the histories of the 25 local associa- 
tions previously noted have indicated, most as- 
sociations organized as Landmark Associations, 
and after this period had passed, they continued 
as Landmark Associations affiliated with the 
State Association. 


1 jl the references to J. S. Rogers, refer to the History 
of Arkansas Baptists, edited by J. S. Rogers. As previ- 
ously noted, Rogers had access to, and freely used the 
material collected by J. B. Searcy, an early leader in 
South-central Arkansas. 
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J. S. Rogers was General Secretary of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the ABSC from 1908-1911, 1915-1919, 
and 1921-1929. Since the basic views in this chapter 
are from J. S. Rogers and E. Glenn Hinson, who also 
wrote on behalf of the ABSC, we may expect the 
views to be pro-convention. Therefore, some of the 
candid admissions of Drs. Rogers and Hinson about 
failures of the convention system assume special sig- 
nificance. 


2Two pages later in the same book, in quoting the re- 
port from J. B. Searcy, these same four men were 
named as "correspondents from the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention." 


3y. S. Rogers, p. 446. 
a, S. Rogers, p. 448. 
SJ. S.Rogers, p. 143. 
6y. S. Rogers, p. 455. 
7). S. Rogers, pp. 473-474. 
8]. S. Rogers, pp. 511-513. 
eA S. Rogers, p. 482. 


10. Glenn Hinson, A History of Baptists in 
Arkansas, 1979. Dr. Hinson was a Professor of Church 
History at the SBTS, Louisville. His work was com- 
missioned by the History Committee of the ABSC. 


1 lThe Pine Bluff Association did not meet in 1863-64 
and the Saline Association did not meet from 1863 
through 1867. 


l2By contrast twenty churches were represented in 
the Saline Association in 1868. 


13), S. Rogers, p. 507. 

Tay, S. Rogers, pp. 514-517. 
15). S. Rogers, p. 520. 

16), S. Rogers, p. 524. 

ea > Rogers, p. 023. 

18) S. Rogers, pp. 530-531. 
197, S. Rogers, p. 541. 

208. Glenn Hinson, pp. 88-89. 
218. Glenn Hinson, p97: 
22), S. Rogers, p. 544. 

23]. S. Rogers, pp. 543-546. 
247.5, Rogers, pp. 548-549. 


25Bro. LeRoy Polk remembers Dr. Ben. M. Bogard 
making the statement. Also see the article written by 
Dr. W. A. Clark, first printed in the April 14 and July 
28, 1920 editions of the Baptist and Commoner. Most 
of the article is reproduced in the chapter, "Early 
Leaders in the State Association". 

26]. S. Rogers, p. 565-566. 

27). S, Rogers, pp. 569-570. 


287. 9. Rogers, p. 571. 


295, S. Rogers, p. 566. 
304, SPRogers;p.23/2. 
31.5. Rogers, pp. 574-575. 
32]. S. Rogers, pp. 637-651. 


331n reading statements such as these, we can well 
understand the sentiment of leaders within the SBC 
to develop the institutions and SBC Corporation, and 
why even some SBC leaders are fearful of such a 
move. 


341t was not the Landmarkers who "veered" but 
rather the SBC and ABSC programs that developed 
the institutionalized concept, resulting in removing 
the work from the churches and centralizing it in 
committees and boards that created the opposition. 


35E. Glenn Hinson, pp. 128-129. 
36y. S. Rogers, pp. 578-579. 


37 This is the first specific mention of Ben M. Bogard 
by either Hinson or Rogers. 


38 Baptist Advance, November 26, 1902 p. 4. 
39. Glenn Hinson, p79. 


40Please see the preceeding page for more informa- 
tion on this meeting. 


41 But that is pretty good book-keeping for an official 
Historian who wrote "...the American Baptist Asso- 
ciation or, as it is now called, the Baptist Missionary 
Association. He stated that in 1926 the ABA reported 
560 churches...in 1971 it claimed only 370 churches 
(which were BMA churches alone). And on that same 
page, 326, he used only BMA figures in a county map 
of Arkansas, with this comment, "whereas the BMA 
could claim no county in which it registered more than 
25 per cent." On page 456 Hinson indicates 1 BMA 
church in Grant Co. with 122 members, and 4 SBC 
churches with 895 members, but gave no figures for 
ABA churches. By actual count there were 24-25 ABA 
churches in Grant Co. In fact, until 1950 there were no 
Baptist churches in Grant County that were not ABA. 
The figures for Saline Co. show 2 BMA churches with 
230 members, and 16 SBC churches with 5,416 mem- 
bers. Again there are over 30 ABA churches in Saline 
Co, 20 with a Benton address. But that is about par for 
a Professor of Church History from Louisville who 
wrote that the ABA was now known as the BMA. The 
History Committee of the State Convention knew bet- 
ter and should not have published the book until the 
figures and the statement the ABA was now known as 
the BMA were corrected. 


42). S. Rogers, pp. 606-607. 
43), S. Rogers, p. 621. 
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